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ARE DENOMINATIONS NECESSARY? to save condemneinnersthrough the blood

: : . of His only begotten Son, JeAtisthe center
It is certainlytrue that church _assmbl_@ of the church's life, the testimony of the Bible
and the wholenatter of the denommations 1S i asand dominatesAnd the Bible is not a
a very confusing spectacle, and if you are out simple booklt has been written by the Holy
side looking in, | can understand why you per ‘g.ii " 4ng its truth displaysan astonishing
hapswant nothing to do \\'ith. something that force for the citizens of every cerlturyd
loo ks @s mixed up as the churc"h scenedoes dition, the churchis made up of people of a
today. But one of t@e reasonse have de varietyof backgroundsAnd its membersare
nominations and they m turn have synod s and

iy t different stages of spiritual development.
other assemblies becausethe church 1snot g . .
really a simple thing, but it is very complex and All these factors contribute to the complexity
extremely fascinatil@nsequentlyﬂt i L of the church and help explain why Christians
of Jesus Christ is express_dumdgy m several tend to ks.e%a{%t_etgemsggvesnto ?}:O?Ft)ﬁ of
denominationgach of wh!Ch kats own mner vaoLs, YIS EE deesn)smediinatgtney. are

not all united under the Lord gj€dwrist, but
it doesmeanthat thereis varietywithin the
church whichs sometimes expressed along or
ganizational linesThis is why we have denomi
nations. That's what the Christian Reformed
I Church is. It's a denominatiorwhich exists

dynamics.

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ is not
one large corporation, but it is infinitetg m
diverse and interestingthan a corporagn n
would be.In a large multi-national coraoron
the goal of the enterprise is that of making

profit by providing necessarygpo €6 and ser of certain distinctive ways of responding to the
vices.The success of a corporation 1s meas'®ed \word of God.And those of us who are in it

by the usefulnessf the prodgsts it provides, believe that thidenomination is a context in

@ because of certain historical events and because

and especiallyby the profitslt g;enges. In which we can meaningfully express our mem
spite ofthe fact that a large corpprathn may  pership in the one holy catholic chukchl
employ thousands |@ple, be founid many this is why we eagerly invite people to join us

countriesand have billions of dollars m sales,  within our denomination if they wish to, or to
it is still'a very simple enterprise compared to find a similar contexin which theycan ex

the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. perience the reality of the church of the Lord
The church of the Lord Jesus Christ spans Jesus Christ in the same way that we experience

all the ages d¢fuman historyfrom the dawn this reality within our church.

of creationuntil the very end ofUme. And The church thenis a very complex and beau

those who are its members ri@aynotdso tiful entity within our world, and denominations

arroo-ant as to disreo-ard the testimony .. nd hf@hich express the dynamics of the true church

of those who have been members of the church  can be beautiful, too, in spite of the fla>A-'S that
in ages pasfhe church has arisen because of  mar themAnd because the church is so much

the most marvelousand graciog eventthat more beautifulthan a giant corporationand

has ever occurredsod has come to seek and  differsfrom it samuch, it cannot condudts
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businessy having an annual meetingof its
stockholderat which Yes and No votesare
givenin response to proposalsaoboard of
directors. No, the church needssynods,high
assemblies at which the issues before the church
are dealt with in a church-like way.

So it should be no surprise that in the Bible
itself there is a record of what was virtually a
synodical gathering of the early cHardhe
15th chapter of the book of Acts we can find
a record of that first synodical gathlesttsy.
look at the issue that made that synod neces
sary, atthe way it \\'as handled, and at the out
come.

The issue thaaérose way badkere in the
New Testament era was one that occurred be
cause the church was alive and expanding. You
see, the aposttaul and his companion, Bar
nabas,had returnedto Jerusalemto tell the
people there about the amazing way @ew c¢d
verts to Christianity were forming churches m
many parts of Asia and Europe. Thesegllesr ‘¢
were formed because Paul had been preach#ng,
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will
be saved."His gospel was simplAnd those
who believedwere baptized,confessingheir
sins.

But apparently a group of other teéaher
lowed the apostlePaul and contradictedhis
simple gospellhey said, "No@is not gugh
to believe in Jesus and be baptltzdd. also
necessaryto be circumcizedbeforea person
will be a completeChristian." Circumcision,
as you may know, was an OIld Testament sign
of the covenantagreemenbetvveen Goand
the Jewish peopleAnd the Jewish Christians
wantedGentiles to submit to this rite, too.

This is the way the Bible records these cir
cumstances :
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"But some men came do\,-n from Judea and
were teaching the brethren, 'Unless you are cir
culllcisedtcordingto the customof Moses,
you cannotbesawd.' And when Paul ang Bar
nabas had no small dissension and debate with
them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others
\\'ere appoin.t.tel go up tderusalem to the
apostles and the riders about this qu&stion
beingsenton thC'ir\\'ay by the churchthey
passedthrough both Phoeniciaand Samaria,
reportingthe com-C'rsioaf the Gentiles,and
they ga\-e grC'at joy to all th<' bnafthean.
they cameto .Jt-rusalcnthey were\\'ekomed
by the chmch and the apostles and the elders,
and they cl<'dared alt Goal had done with
them. But some beliegf\'ho belonged to the
party of the Pharisees rose up, and said, 'lt is
necessaryo circumcisethem, and to charge
themto keep théa\\' of Moses." (Acts 15:

-5
J TP)1at was the issue, th8m:is necessary to
circumcisehrm, and to charge them keep
the law of Moses."

"Absolutely no," said the apostle Paul.

"Absolutely yes," said the party of the Phari
sees.

The very central teaching of the gospel was
at stakeArc men to be saved by the blood of
Jesus, or by their o\.,-n wotkssalvation by
grace alone, or is salvation by the grace of God
plus the work of man?

This was the issue at the Synod of Jerusalem
and this is the kind of issue that makes synods
necessaryNow, when a synod meets, it must
take care of many housekeepinghores,nuts
and bolts matters that arise out of the running
of a church.But when you look at the issues
that are beforeit, you alwaysdiscoverthat
mary of themare crucial and vital and ythe
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must be faced and they must ,be reBlsleed.
the church will be destroyschods deal with
issues that are that important.

Well, how was this issue handled at the first
synod? Was there a big discussiorin which
everyoneparticipatedso that everyonewould
have a chance to give his opinion, after which

the gospel and believe. Andt ofi it all there
camea letter which was sent by the hand of
three of the elders to the new Gentile converts.
Their letter concluded with the significant

words: "For it has seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us tolay upon you no greater
burdenthan thesenecessaryhings: that you

a vote was taken and they all submitted to theabstain from what has been sacrificed to idols

will of the majorityNo. It didn't go that way

at all. The questionwas submittedto the
authority of the apostles and the elderg.
looked at the issue. They talked about it, yes.
But most of all they asked #hiea Scriptures

said aboutthis matterand they remembered

the teachingsof Jesus on this subject. The
apostles were important at that Synod because
they had been with Jesus and they remembered
what He had taught. Acts 15 records what hap
pened in detail. Listen:

"The apostleand the elders were gathered
together to consider this matter. And after the%
had been ‘much debate, Peter rose and saidsgto
them, 'Brethren,you know that in the early 3
days God made choice among you, that by my
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the
gospel andoelieve.And God who knows the
heart bore witnessto them,giving them the
Holy Spirit just as he did to us; and he made
no distinction betweenus and them, but
cleansedtheir hearts by faithNow therefore
why do you make trial of God by putting a yoke
upon the neckof the disciples which neither
our fathersnor we have been able to bear?

But we believe thae shall be saved through
thegrace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.""
(vv. 6-11)

Acts 15 goes on and Jessrileder's review
of the Old Testament Scriptures tpatnted
forward to the day when Gentiles would receive
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and from blood and from what is strangled and
from unchastitylf you keep yourselvE®sm
these, you will do weRarewell."

"It seemedyood to theHoly Spirit and to
us.... " This is the reswf the decision tha
was taken. It was not a decisionthat was
distilled from the interchange of human judg
ment alone, but it reflected the teaching of the
Scriptures on the matteissue and the judg
ment of Spirit filled men, who lived in obe
dience to the Word of God.

This is a season of thgearin whichthe
larger assemblies -of many churches are meeting.
What a disgrace it is when the business of such
assembliegonsistsof issueswhich are not
worthy of the church conductedin isolation
from the witness of the Word of God, in isola
tion from the apostolic authority which we still
have with us in the written record of the apos
tolic witness. Whata mockeryof what the
church should really be when a large church
gatheringdegeneratesnto an expressionof
human sentimentexclusivelywhen the am
bitions of small men dominate,and the peg
petuationof human power becomeghe pri
mary objective.

Ideally every synodicaldecisionshould be
able to enjoy the preface, "It has seemed good
to the Holy Spirit and to u&rid where the
Word of God is taken seriously,and where
brethren in the Lord submit themselves to its
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authority,- the decisions that are taken are in  today has helped you see somethingof the
deedthe product ofthe Spirit of the Living beauty of what the church can be.
God as He works in the hearts of the people Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and become
of God through the testimony of the Scriptures. a member of a church that belongs to Him.
Thus, we must recognize that synods are neces
sary and useful. e,-etoday. And thoseof us
who are seriousabout our faith will haveto
take them very seriously indeed.
| wanted to talk with ,-ou ,ibout all of this
because | know that many whom this program
reaches cannot understand how the church con
ducts its affairs, and thev cannot understand
the many denominations- arourthem. Arc
denominations necessary at Sdl'long as ,,-c
do not conclude that anv one denomination is
the true church of Ghtis the exclusion of all
others, denominations can fulfill a useful func
tion. They can be used in times like these to
help the people of God find their way. They
can respond to the rulership of Jesus Christ in
their larger assemblie;n waysthat an indi
vidual Christian; oran individual churchfor
that matter, cannot respond.
A synodis a very remarkable gatheringf
people. This is true of the Synod of the Chris
tian Reformed ChurchAnd as we looked back
across the centuries to that first synod that met
there in Jerusalem we saw what a synod can be
and what it can di. is our prayer now that
the Synod ofhe Christian Reformed Church
will be like the Synod of Jerusalem and that it
will be able to conclude its meetings with the
profound declaration!lt has seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and to us "
What abotiyou? Do you live in the fellow®
ship of a church like this yoursdHv¢e you
been so confused by the strange scene that con
fronts you wheneveryou look at the church

that you have just stayed outkittepe that
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Prepared for broadcast by Dr. Joel Nederhood,
Radio Minister, Christian ReformedChurch.

10



Listen to thBACK TOGOD HOUR, broadcast
every Sunday, from the following stations:-

2KY Sydney 8.30 p.m.
2MG Mudgee 6.30 p.m.
3CS Colac 7.30 p.m.
3SR Shepparton 8.00 p.m.
3UL Warragul 7.00 p.m.
3YB Warrnambool 8.00 p.m.
4KQ Brisbane 8.30 p.m.
4WK Warwick 8.00 p.m.
6BY Bridgetown 9.00 p.m.
6Cl Collie 7.30 p.m.
o6MD Meredin 9.00 p.m.
6TZ Bunbury 7.30 p.m.
6WB Katanning 9.00 p.m.
7/AD Devonport 12.45 p.m.
JHT Hobart 7.30 a.m.
7LA Launceston 7.45 p.m.
HC)B (Quito, Ecuador)

Sydney (1 020 KC) 5.30 pT

NEW ZEALAND '
HCJB (Quito, Ecuador) 7.30p0.m. !

MANILA

DZAS (Shortwave 25 .32) 9.30 p.m.

New Zealand Time

The message printed in this pamphlet was heard over the
Backto God Houwhich is broad@strySunday in
co-operationith the ChristiarReformedhurcheef

America, in Queenslandlew SouthWalesVictoria,

Tasmaniand WesterrAustralia, and by shortwave

throughout the world.

P.O. BOX47 P.O. BOX 14084
Panmure
GEELONG, VIC. 3220. AUCKLAND, N.Z.
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