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PEARL MUNRO AND SUZANNE

PALMER'S IBIS: 2CII BROADCAST FROM THE SKY PILOT'S LOG

The wet s ea s on ha d broken s ome weeks  before ,
a nd the  whole  of Arnhe m  La nd wa s  cha nge d to a
m ira cle  of gre e n. At night the  frogs  m a de  s uch a
nois e  tha t we  could  he a r the m  ha lf a  m ile  a wa y.
P a d d o c ks  th a t a  m o n th  b e fo re  h a d  b e e n  b u rn t
a n d  b ro wn  with  a s  lit t le  ve g e ta t io n  a s  a  b u s y
s t re e t ,  we re  n o w like  wa vin g  fie ld s  o f wh e a t .
P a lm e r's  pe a nuts  we re  growing s trongly, a nd the
re s t of h is  fa rm  wa s  a  pic ture  with  cotton pla nts ,
m ilo  a nd  s we e t po ta toe s . O n ly  a  d a y  o r  t wo
b e fo re  h e  h a d  b e e n  te llin g  m e  it  g a ve  p ro m is e

of be ing the  be s t s e a s on e ve r s ince  he  ha d com e
to  the  Northe rn  Te rrito ry . . .  a nd  the n  ca m e  the
gra s s hoppe rs ! Like  a  gre a t c loud s tre tching from
h o rizo n  to  h o rizo n ,  th e y s e ttle d  o n  th e  g ro u n d ,
a nd within  a  fe w hours  ha d done  te rrific  da m a ge
to  the  young. growing crops  on P a lm e r's  pe a nut
fa rm . .  Th e  p e a n u t fa rm e r c a m e  to  m e  in  g re a t
dis tres s .

"I s a y,  S m ithy," he  s a id ,  "is n 't the re  a nyth ing
I c a n  d o ? The s e  gra s s hoppe rs  ha ve  s ta rte d  to
c le a n  u p  m y fa rm ,  a n d  th e re  wo n ' t  b e  a  th in g
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left in a  day or two. I can't ge t poison from the
South in time to be  of any use . I've  us e d a ll I
had.

won't e a t anothe r one , and you can't s ee  any
difference. It's  te rrible . I'll be  ruine d a ga in,
jus t whe n I wa s  ge tting on my fe e t."

"What about a  flame thrower?" I sugges ted.
"Tha t oug ht to  do  s om e  g ood."

Palmer shook his  head. "I trie d  tha t," he
said. "I us e d a  44 -ga llon drum of crude  oil,
and I killed s o many of the  beas tly things  tha t
the place stinks of roast grasshoppers; but there
a re  re inforcements  a rriving eve ry day to take
the  place  of the  others . Please, Smithy, come
and give me a hand. Surely there is  something
I can do?"

"It s ounds  bad," I replied. "I'll come  a long
if you think the re  is  a nything  I ca n do; b ut
you know as much about these pests as I do, and
without an army of flame throwers  or cartloads
of poison, I don't see  what we can do."

"Just come along and see for yourself," urged
Palmer. "Even if you can't do much to help me,
it makes  it e a s ie r to have  s omeone  to ta lk to.
I'm a lmos t out of my mind with worry. Ann's
away, and I'm a ll on my own. Oh, it's  crue l to
see  the  crops  cleaned up, till there 's  not a  leaf
le ft on the  young pla nts . Please come along,
Smithy."

"Right you a re . I'll be  ready in ha lf an hour."
It was  a  mos t dis couraging s ight to s ee  the

thousands  of grasshoppers  invading Palmer's
farm. They came in waves  like the flood waters
tha t once  had washed away the  work of years
and brought S ilas  Pa lmer to ruin. It wa s  with
a feeling of hopelessness  that we s tood by, un-
able to stem the tide of ever -flowing insects  that
le ft ruin and des truction in the ir track. Already
they had almost cleaned up the young milo that
had shown so much promise, and Palmer groaned
audibly.

"Anothe r fe w hours ," he  compla ine d, "a nd
they'll have  finis hed off tha t milo. Then they'll

and peanuts . There 's  no s topping them."
"S o fa r," I told him, "the y ha ve  only ruine d

the  milo. If you could s top them from spread-
ing  now, the re  wouldn 't be  a  g re a t de a l of

a nd tha t would proba bly s hoot a ga in. If  i t
doe s n't, you could re  -p la nt it without m uch
labour or cos t."

"Tha t's  true , b ut the y won 't s top  the re , I
know they won't. The y'll be  into the  cotton
and peanuts in a couple of days, and that's where
the  ruin will be . I can't a fford e ithe r the  time
or the  money to re  -plant cotton and peanuts ;

not a t this  time of the  season. Isn't there  any-
thing you can do?"

"We  ca n pra y a bout it," I told him. "Tha t's
about a ll we  can do now."

"Pray! I mean something practica l. Don't
ge t me  wrong, I'm  not s linging off a t pra ye r,
but this  is  s om e thing  tha t ne e ds  m ore  tha n
prayer."

"I thought you had tried everything e ls e  you
could think of."

"So I have . There 's  nothing more  I can do,
nothing  a t a ll."

"We ll, why not g ive  God a  cha nce  to  do
something?"

Palmer hesitated and spoke almost diffidently:

hang it a ll, we must be practical. What can God
do in a ns we r to pra ye r? "

"He  ca n s a ve  your crops , or a nything e ls e
He  wants  to do."

"It's  a ll ve ry we ll for you to ta lk like  tha t;

we ll, you wouldn 't e xpe ct Him  to s e nd fire
down from heaven to burn the  gras s hoppers ,
would you?"

"I wouldn't worry how He  g o t r id  o f th e
hoppers ; that's  His  bus iness . But we  ha ve n't
even a s ked for His  he lp ye t. If we  a s k Him
to save your cotton and peanuts , and He does ,
will tha t s a tis fy you?"

"Oh, yes , tha t would suit me fine . Yes , if the
cotton a nd pe a nuts  we re  a ll right, I wouldn't
mind about the  milo and sweet pota toes . But
you mus t be  fa ir and give  God a  chance ; this
is  s omething tha t s eems  unreas onable  to as k
Him  to  do.
expect Him to s trike the grasshoppers  dead, or
what?"

"There  you go aga in, worrying about God's
pa rt of the  work. I s a id we  ought to a s k Him
to s a ve  the  im porta nt crops , a nd it doe s n't
ma tte r how He  doe s  it. Aren't you s a tis fied
with tha t?"

"We ll," P a lm e r a dm itte d, "it won't do a ny
harm to pray about it, even if it doesn't do any
good. There 's  nothing e lse  we can do now."

"If tha t's  the  wa y you fe e l a bout it, you ca n
hardly expect God to ans wer your praye r. A
condition of pra ye r is  tha t we  ha ve  fa ith. I
think this  time you had better leave the  praying
to me. Prayer without faith is  a waste of breath.

"Well, if God answers your prayers  and saves
the  cotton a nd pe a nuts , I'll te ll you wha t I'll
do; I'll g ive  the  m is s ion .. . ."

"Hold on, S ilas ! Are  you trying to bribe God?
Tha t won't work, e ithe r. God can s upply a ll
the  ne e ds  of the  mis s ion without your he lp .
If He  le ts  you  he lp ,  tha t is  a  p rivile g e  fo r
you. You s pe a k a s  if it is  a  fa vour of yours
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to  h e lp  G o d  with  His  wo rk . No ,  le a ve  it  a t
tha t fo r the  p re s e n t. You  go  a wa y a nd  ha ve  a
sleep. Yo u 're  wo rn  o u t fo r la c k o f s le e p ,  a n d
the re 's  no th ing  you  c a n  do ,  a nyhow."

Us ua lly it ta ke s  time  to ha ve  pra ye r a ns we re d,
a nd we  ha ve  to be  pa tie nt a nd a wa it God's  time .
In  th is  c a s e  the re  wa s  no  time  to  s pa re . If God
fa ile d  to  a ns we r the  p ra ye r with in  a  da y o r two
a t the  ou ts ide  the re  would  be  no  c rops  le ft. I t
wa s  a n urge nt ma tte r, a nd I me ntione d tha t fa c t
whe n I pra ye d  a bout it. I wa s  hoping  tha t s ome
s u d d e n  h e a vy s to rm  m ig h t  k ill m o s t  o f th e

the  pra ye r could be  a ns we re d. I wa s  a s  ba d a s
P a lm e r in  wa n tin g  to see how the  p ra ye r cou ld
be  a ns we re d. I re a lis e d  th a t  a  s to rm  h e a vy
e nough to de s troy the  gra s s hoppe rs  would, in a ll
p ro b a b ility,  b e  s e ve re  e n o u g h  to  d e s tro y th e
crops , too. Ho we ve r,  I p u t  th e  th o u g h t fro m
me  a nd  pra ye d  s imply tha t God would  s a ve  the
c rops  tha t me a nt s o  much  to  my frie nd . Almos t
im m e d ia te ly I fe lt th e  a s s u ra n c e  o f a n s we re d
p ra ye r,  a n d  it wa s  with  re a l c o n fid e n c e  th a t I
to ld  P a lm e r th a t h e  h a d  n o  n e e d  to  wo rry a n y
more  a s  I wa s  sure  the  pra ye r ha d be e n a nswe re d.
He  d id n 't  s e e m  ve ry im p re s s e d ,  a n d  s a id  h e
hope d  I wa s  righ t.  Anyhow, we  tu rne d  in  e a rly
tha t n igh t a nd  s le p t till d a yligh t. In  th e  m o rn -
ing we  we nt out, a nd the  gra s s hoppe rs  we re  a s
th ic k a s  e ve r,  a n d  th e y h a d  m o ve d  o n  to  th e
swee t pota toe s . P a lme r groa ne d a ga in.

"This  is  the  e nd ," he  wa ile d . "I kne w it would
h a p p e n .  Th a n ks  fo r tryin g  to  h e lp  m e , S m ith y,
b u t . . . .  we ll,  I d o n 't b la m e  yo u ; it  wa s  a s kin g
God to  work a  mira c le ."

"Mira c le s  d o n 't  wo rry G o d . Bu t  wh e n  h e
wo rks  a  m ira c le ,  it  u s u a lly lo o ks  s o  n a tu ra l
th a t we  d o n 't re c o g n is e  it fo r wh a t it is . "

"We ll,  a n yh o w,  it 's  to o  la te  n o w e ve n  fo r a
mira cle . I s a y! Lo o k a t  th a t  flo c k o f b ird s !
Wha t on  e a rth  a re  the y? The y look like  ge e s e
o r s o m e th in g ; b u t th e y a re n 't flyin g  in  fo rm a -
tion ."

"The y're  c oming  th is  wa y, too . I th in k th e y
look like  c ra ne s  o r s ome th ing . Wa it a  m in u te
till th e y c o m e  c lo s e r. Th e y're  flyin g  s lo wly,
wha te ve r the y a re . I  t h in k  t h e y  m a y  b e  . . . .
ye s ,  tha t's  it,  the y're  ib is ."

"Ibis ? Good he a ve ns , I've  ne ve r s e e n s uch a
mob of the m be fore . I wonde r wha t's  b ring ing
the m th is  wa y? "

"The y're  coming  in  a ns we r to  pra ye r. The y're
the  mira c le  we  a s ke d for. The y've  come  to  he lp
you ge t rid of the  pla gue  of gra s shoppe rs . I kne w
s o m e th in g  wo u ld  h a p p e n  to d a y,  b u t  I n e ve r
th o u g h t o f ib is . Th e y're  b e tte r th a n  a  h e a vy
s to rm  o r a n yth in g  I c o u ld  h a ve  th o u g h t o f,  a s
the y won't hurt your crops  while  the y're  c le a ning
u p  th e  h o p p e rs ."
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"Why, do  the y e a t gra s s hoppe rs ? "
"I' ll s a y th e y d o . I wa s  re a d in g  in  Le a c h 's

b o o k th a t two  n a tu ra lis ts  c a m e  o n  a  flo c k o f
ib is e s  in  the  Rive rina . The y e s tima te d  the  flock
to  conta in  240 ,000  b irds . The y found tha t e a ch
b ird shot conta ine d o n the average 2,000
young gra sshoppe rs . No w wo rk  th a t  o u t! I t
me a ns  480  million  g ra s s hoppe rs  a  da y. S ila s ,
your co tton  a nd  pe a nu ts  a re  s a fe ; God  s e n t a n
a rm y to  yo u r h e lp . Is n 't  th a t a  m ira c le ? "

"A m ira c le ! I' ll s a y it  is . I o n ly h o p e  th e y
la nd  he re  a nd  don 't fly pa s t. The y don 't s e e m
to  b e  s lo win g  d o wn ."

"Th e re  yo u  g o  a g a in ! s t ill d o u b t in g  G o d .
You  ough t to  be  a s ha m e d  o f you rs e lf."

The  ibis e s  did not go pa s t; the y se ttle d in gre a t
c louds  on  the  pa ddoc ks  o f P a lm e r's  fa rm , a nd
a s  s ys te ma tica lly a s  a n  a rmy on the  ma rch the y
fo rm e d  lin e s  a n d  m a rc h e d  in to  th e  in va d in g
grasshoppers. The  ground  s e e me d s udde nly to
ha ve  b los s ome d in to  b lue  a nd  white  flowe rs  a s
the  birds , with the ir s tra w-coloure d ne cks , wa de d
in to  th o s e  g ra s s h o p p e rs ,  s te p p in g  d a in tily o n
the ir long  re d  le gs . All d a y th e y wo rke d  a n d
the  ne xt, a nd  whe n the y took the ir le a ve  on  the
third  da y it wa s  be ca us e  the re  we re  not e nough
hoppe rs  le ft to  fe e d  the m. P a lme r's  crops  we re
s a fe ; n o t o n ly th e  p e a n u ts  a n d  th e  c o tto n ,  b u t
a ls o  the  s we e t po ta toe s . W h a t  is  m o re ,  th e
m ilo  s p ro u te d  a g a in  a n d  m a d e  th e  b e s t c ro p
P a lme r ha d  e ve r ha rve s te d .

An d  th e  fin a l e n try in  to d a y's  Lo g  is  ta ke n
fro m  th e  6 5 th  c h a p te r o f Is a ia h : "Be fore  the y
ca ll I will a ns we r; a nd while  the y a re  ye t s pe a k-
in g ,  I will h e a r. "

ANS WE R E D P R AYE R : P ra ye r h a s  b e e n
the  founda tion  o f the  S ky P ilo t's  work fo r ove r
thirty ye a rs . In  1928 one  of the  the n s e cre ta rie s
of a  la rge  mis s iona ry socie ty ple a de d with Ca non
La n g fo rd  -S m ith  to  try to  s to p  Ke ith  g o in g  to
th e  No rth e rn  Te rrito ry. "It is  m a dne s s , ' he
s a id .  "I ha ve  be e n  to  Oe npe lli,  a nd I know the
conditions . Ke ith  is  la m e  a n d  q u ite  u n fit  fo r
th a t ro u g h  life .  Wh y,  it o fte n  m e a n s  rid in g  o n
h o rs e b a c k fo r h u n d re d s  o f m ile s  th ro u g h  th e
bush. Wh y d o n 't yo u  s to p  h im ? "

The  a ns we r wa s  s imple . "If Go d  h a s  c a lle d
h im ," s a id  th e  C a n o n ,  'I wo n 't try to  s to p  h im
going."

An d  Ke ith  La n g fo rd  -S m ith  a n d  h is  frie n d ,
Ke n ,  d ro ve  a n  o ld  c a r fro m  S yd n e y to  R o p e r
Rive r in  1928 . Two  o r th re e  ye a rs  la te r Ke ith
wa s  b a c k in  S yd n e y,  ta lkin g  o f le a rn in g  to  fly
a nd  ta king  a n  a e ropla ne  ba ck to  Arnhe m La nd.
Aga in  pe ople  s a id  it wa s  ma dne s s . Ae ropla ne s
we re  not p le n tifu l th irty ye a rs  a go , a nd  a nyhow
it wa s  the  gre a t de pre s s ion a nd mone y wa s  ve ry
scarce. But in  a ns we r to , pra ye r, the  a e ropla ne
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ma te ria lis e d a nd wa s  na me d the  "S ky P ilot,"
and Keith flew it back to Arnhem Land, where
it logge d 3,000 hours  be fore  it fina lly fe ll to
pieces.

When Keith Langford -Smith talked of a home
for a borigina l childre n he  wa s  pra ctica lly un-
known, a nd he  ha d no fina ncia l ba cking. "It
is madness," people said. "It  wo u ld cost

children." Again prayer was  made . During the
waiting period, the  Sky Pilot's  Log saw a lmos t
2,000 broadcasts, and people all over New South
Wales  lea rned of the  need.

Mis s ion Fa rm is  now coming into full s wing
in answer to prayer. There  a re  about twenty
dark children in residence, and, especially during
the  pas t few weeks , the  work has  been going
ahead as  never before.

S EP TIC  TANK: The  s e p tic  ta nk, for a
long time only a dream, has  now been installed,
with s e pa ra te  toile ts  for the  childre n a nd the
staff. This  wa s  ne e de d urge ntly for he a lth
re a s ons ; a nd with the  he lp  of frie nds  a nd in
answer to prayer, it has been paid for.

FLY -PROOFING: The ladies from the
Beecroft Presbyterian Chuch have  now under-
taken to arrange finance to fly -proof the kitchen,
a s  we ll a s  the  childre n's  dining room. It  is
unders tood tha t this  will be  comple ted be fore
the  hot weather brings  the  swarms  of flies  that
a re  s uch a  me na ce  to the  he a lth of the  little
children and babies . We are  mos t gra teful for
this  he lp.

EXTRA ACCOMMODATION: In the  pas t
few weeks  well over fifty dark children in needy
circumstances have had to be refused admission
because we are already overcrowded. We had
planned to add one  or two rooms  each year to
provide  extra  accommodation over a  five-year
period. Howe ve r, the  ne e d is  urge nt NOW.
For this  re a s on, we  a re  ne gotia ting with the
Housing Commission for the purchase of a ready-
built annexe  tha t can be  moved bodily, in two
sections , to the  Miss ion Farm. If our te nde r
is  a cce p te d, we  will, God willing , ha ve  the
80ft. by 20ft. building in place  before  the  Fe te
on October 29. Of course , this  will only be  the
be ginning; the  building will ne e d re nova tion,
pa inting  a nd pa rtitioning ; a ls o  fitting  with
light, wa te r and other fixtures . We have been
praying about the  accommodation problem for
s ome  time , and we  fee l confident tha t s hortly
we  will be  able  to cope  with a t leas t the  more
urgent ca s es  of needy da rk children which a t
present cannot be cared for.

the  propos e d building, a nd a t le a s t a nothe r

us  a t le a s t five  or s ix e xtra  rooms , it will be
well worth it. We will know more  in a  week or
two, but in the  me a ntime  we  do a s k for your
special prayers  that the Fete may be a success ,
and that, with other donations, we may raise the

If a nyone
would ca re  to s ha re  in m a king  this  building
a va ila ble  for the  a ccommoda tion of the  da rk
children we  would be  glad if you would make
your donations  to the  Specia l Building Appeal,
a nd a ddre s s  the m to the  S e cre ta ry, Ma re Ila
Miss ion Farm, Box 29, Pos t Office , Cas tle  Hill.
All donations  of El and upwards  are  deductible
for income tax purposes . Us ua lly our children
ha ve  ple nty of pa rtie s  a nd toys  a t Chris tma s
time. If you are  thinking of making a  Chris tmas
gift, please remember the Special Building
Appeal. In this  wa y you could he lp  provide
a bed and shelter for some needy dark child who
otherwise  would be  forced to go from place  to
place  looking for a  home.

ADDRESSOGRAPH: For ove r a  ye a r we
have had an addressograph on our urgent lis t of
needs. About 2,000 leaflets have to be addressed
by hand each time, and this  is  growing beyond
us. However, we have at las t been able to pur-
chas e  a  good reconditioned mode l which will
solve this  problem as  soon as  we have had the
plates embossed. This  was  another answer to
prayer.

CONCLUSION: P roba bly ne ve r be fore  in
the  his tory of this  Mis s ion ha ve  we  be e n s o
conscious o f the  b le s s ing  a nd  c a re  o f ou r
Heavenly Father. There have been some very
severe setbacks and disappointments; but
through it a ll has  been the  guiding hand of the
Holy S pirit. There has  been a marked change
for good in the  cha racte r of many of the  da rk
children. Even amongst the staff we have been
conscious of a closer walk with God. The  time
set apart for family prayers  has  been doubled;
the  olde r children a ttend praye rs  in the  even-
ings and are beginning to take a greater interest
in s piritua l ma tte rs . There  have  been times
when it s eemed hope le s s  to try to ca rry on in
face of the  unexpected difficulties  that arose  to
crus h our hopes  and s tifle  our fa ith; but once
a ga in we  ha ve  prove d tha t ALL things  work
together for good to them that love God. Again
a nd a ga in we  ha ve  p rove d, a s  we  did tha t
Chris tma s  whe n a ll our turke ys  we re  s tole n,
tha t God is  able  to bring good out of evil. This
is  God's  work, conducted for His  dark children;
to Him be  the  pra ise  and the  glory.
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