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Mrs. Langford -Smith, Mrs. Warwick (and Heather) with some of the dark children at Marella Mission Farm.

MARELLA MIS S ION FARM: Th is  hom e  fo r
a b o rig in a l c h ild re n  is  c o n d u c te d  b y th e  S ky
P ilo t Fe llows h ip  Lim ite d , a  non-profit m a king
company regis te red unde r the  Cha ritable  Collec-
tions  Act. Dona tions  of El a nd upwa rds  m a de
to  MARELLA MIS S ION FARM a re  de duc tib le
for ta xa tion  purpos e s . This  doe s  no t a pp ly to
gifts  for the  othe r work of the  S ky P ilot Fe llow-
s hip , s o  whe n c la im ing ta x de duc tions  p le a s e
m a ke  s ure  tha t your dona tion wa s  for Ma re lla
Mis s io n  F a rm  a n d  lo d g e  yo u r c la im  in  th a t
na m e  a nd not unde r the  ge ne ra l na m e  of the

Ma re lla . Th e y ra n g e  in  a g e  fro m  in fa n ts  to
teenage rs . Unfortuna te ly lack of accommoda tion
a nd shorta ge  of fina nce  me a ns  tha t ma ny othe r
ne e dy da rk c h ild re n  ha ve  to  be  tu rne d  a wa y
e a ch m onth. Th is  is  a  fa ith  m is s io n  a n d  is
fina nce d a lm os t e ntire ly by the  fre e  will offe r-
ings  of sympa the tic friends . Home  offe ring boxes
a re  a va ila ble  from  the  S e cre ta ry, P .O. Box 29,
Ca s tle  Hill, N.S .W.

S KY P ILOT NEWS : As  e xpla ine d in  our la s t
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is s ue , it was  not pos s ible  to keep up with the
re gula r is s ue s  of this  pa pe r during a nd a fte r
the  illne s s  of the  Director. However we now
hope to be able to catch up with the publication.
As soon as the issues are up-to-date, each news
s hee t will cove r a  pe riod of one  month, a s  a t
the beginning. Meanwhile all subscriptions were
extended for a  further pe riod of 12 months  so
tha t each s ubs cribe r will rece ive  12 s epara te
is sues  a lthough these  will cover a  period of 24
months.

We  a re  re printing s ome  of the  illus tra tions
that were used some years ago because we feel
tha t the y will be  of inte re s t to m a ny of our

DON'T NOBODY WANT ME?

new subscribers  and supporters . The  work is
growing so fas t now that it is  difficult to rea lise
tha t it wa s  not until a bout 1954 tha t the  firs t
of our dark children was  admitted. Before  that,
of course , other dark children had s tayed here
for short periods . It may be said that 1954 saw
the  a dmitta nce  of the  firs t of the  pe rma ne nt
boarders. In  the  s hort tim e  s ince  the n  our

maximum number tha t can be  ca red for with
our present facilities . The time has  now come
when we  mus t plan ahead in order to be  able
to accommodate many more needy ones . We
would va lue  your prayers  and your continued
support.

UNWANTED.:
Poss ibly the  greates t tragedy in

the  life  of a  child  is  to  think or
fe e l tha t it is  unwa nte d. In orde r
for a  child to be reasonably happy
and to grow into normal manhood
or womanhood it is  es sentia l tha t
it s hould fe e l tha t it is  love d a nd
wa nte d; it ne e ds  a  hom e  a nd a
sense of security. Many of the dark
children are born in the slum areas
of the  city where  hous ing is  a  real
problem. This  m e a ns  tha t ve ry
often a  family is  split up, with one
or two childre n re m a ining  with
the parents  and the others  spend-
ing the ir time  living with va rious
re la tives  or friends . They never
know how long they will be  a t one
place or, with the  one  fa mily; no
sooner are  they settled down than
they have to" be moved again. And
this  is  under the "bes t" conditions .
If one  or both pa rents  a re  drunk-
a rds  or ga mble rs , a s  fre que ntly
happens, the children are fortunate
to ge t enough to ea t. Even when
they are  not actually hungry mos t
of the  time it sometimes  happens
tha t the ir die t is  very unbalanced,
When first they come to us most of
them only want bread. Tha t is  a ll
they have  been used to. Many of
them will not ea t meat and vege-
tables  and at firs t they even refuse
chicke n or turke y a t Chris tm a s
time! It is  s ome thing the y ha ve
never tas ted before . They mos tly
ha ve  ha d fis h a nd chips  a t odd
times, when the parents were tern-
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Ruth Langford -Smith with Christine, in 1953.

pora rily fina nc ia l,  bu t the ir s ta p le  d ie t ha s  be e n
bre a d. At  t h e  Mis s io n  F a rm  th e y  g ra d u a lly
le a rn  to  e a t (a nd  like ) m e a t a nd  e ggs ,  m ilk a nd
vegetables . It  is  m o s t  re m a rka b le  to  s e e  th e
im p ro ve m e n t  in  th e ir  h e a lth . Th e ir  e ye s  b e -
c om e  c le a r a nd  s pa rkling  a nd  the ir s kin  c le a rs
up a s  they los e  the  blotches  a nd s ores  ca us ed by
m a ln u trit io n .

THE  NE W  DAM.  F o r  m a n y ye a r s  we  h a ve
be e n  g re a tly ha nd ic a ppe d  a t the  Mis s ion  Fa rm
by la c k o f wa te r.  W e  ha ve  c ity wa te r fo r d rink-
in g ,  o f c o u rs e ,  b u t wh e n  it  c o m e s  to  irrig a tio n
o f th e  fa rm  it  is  a n o th e r m a tte r.  O fte n  wh e n  it
is  u rge n tly re qu ire d  in  o rde r to  s a ve  a  g rowing

c ro p  th e  c ity wa te r is  u n a va ila b le
owing  to  la ck of p re s s ure  o r wa te r
re s tric tions .  The  cos t o f c ity wa te r
for irrig a tio n has m ore tha n
doub le d  in  the  pa s t fe w ye a rs  a nd
th is ,  a d d e d  to  th e  u n c e rta in ty o f
h a v in g  it  wh e n  n e e d e d ,  h a s  r e -
s t r ic t e d  t h e  d e ve lo p m e n t  o f t h e
fa rm .

W e  a p p lie d  to  th e  W a te r  C o n -
s e rva tio n  a n d  Irrig a tio n  Co m m is -
s io n  fo r a s s is ta n c e  in  p ro vid in g  a
d a m  fo r  th e  Mis s io n  F a rm . En-
gine e rs  we re  s e nt out to  s urve y the
pos s ib ilitie s ,  te s t bo re s  ha d  to  be
s u n k to  a  g re a t  d e p th  in  va r io u s
p a r t s  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  s o i l
samples tes ted for s u ita b ility.
Th e n ,  a ft e r  t h e  b u ild in g  o f t h e
d a m  h a d  b e e n  a p p ro ve d ,  we  h a d
to wa it s ome yea rs  be fore  the  Com-
m is s io n  wa s  a b le  to  a rra n g e  with
th e  R u ra l Ba n k fo r th e  n e c e s s a ry.
fina nce .

No w t h e  d a m  ila s  b e e n  c o m -
p le te d ,  W h e n  fu ll it  will h o ld  two-
and -a  -ha lf -million ga llons . I t  w i l l
be  a bout 100 ya rds  long a nd a bout
8 0  y a r d s  wid e ;  t h e  m a in  d e p t h
ove r 20  fe e t.  This  will s upply s uffi-
c ie nt wa te r to  irriga te  the  orcha rds
a n d  m a in  g ro win g  p a d d o c ks . I t
will a ls o  m a ke  a  s p le n d id  s wim,
m in g  p o o l fo r . th e  o ld e r c h ild re n .
Th e re  is  a  fla t  s h e lf o f ro c k  e x-
te n d in g  fo r s o m e  d is ta n c e  wh e re
th e  wa te r  will n o t  b e  ve ry d e e p ;
h e re  th e  c h ild re n  c a n  b e  t a u g h t
t o  s wim .  Th e  d a m  h a s  n o t  o n ly
a lte re d  th e  wh o le  a p p e a ra n c e  o f
th e  fa rm  b u t  it  will b e  a  t re m e n -
d o u s  b o o n  fro m  a n  a g r ic u lt u r a l
p o in t  o f v ie w. I t  w i l l  m a k e  i t
p o s s ib le  to  s a ve  m a n y fru it  a n d
vegetable crops tha t othe rwis e

wo u ld  b e  lo s t,  th u s  m a kin g  th e  re g u la r s u p p ly
o f th e s e  p ro d u c ts  a va ila b le  fo r th e  c h ild re n .

Th e  d a m  wa s  b u ilt  b y W .  V.  Ha ll P ty .  Ltd .
Th e  o p e ra to r wa s  Mr.  G e o rg e  W a lte rs .  Du rin g
the  cons truc tion  we  invite d  Mr.  Wa lte rs  to  s ta y
with  u s  to  s a ve  h is  t ra ve llin g  t im e . It  wa s  a
g re a t  p le a s u re  to  h a ve  h im  in  o u r  h o m e ;  we
ha ve  ne ve r be fore  ha d a ny gue s t who wa s  m ore
th o u g h tfu l a n d  c o n s id e ra te ; a n d  in  n o  tim e  we
fe lt  th a t  h e  wa s  o n e  o f th e  fa m ily .  Afra id  o f
b e in g  s t o p p e d  b y  we t  we a t h e r ,  Mr .  W a lt e r s
wo u ld  r is e  b e fo re  d a ylig h t ,  a n d  o n  m o o n lig h t
n ig h ts  wo u ld  c o n t in u e  wo rkin g  t ill 1 1  p . m .  o r
la te r .  W h e n  th e  in s p e c to rs  o f th e  W a te r C o n -
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Christine grew into a sweet and loving child.

servation Commiss ion came out to inspect the
finished dam they remarked on the satis factory
workmanship. They pa s s ed it a s  a  firs t cla s s
job. Tha t, the y s a id, wa s  mos t unus ua l; a s  a
rule  a lte ra tions  had to be  made  to bring con-
s truction up to s pecifica tions . In this  ca s e  no
a lte ra tions  had to be  made . The  depth of the
spill -way had been es timated by Mr. Walte rs
a nd the  S ky P ilot with  a  fis hing  line  a nd a
line  leve l; it proved to be  within one  -e ighth of
an inch of the  required he ight!

The  Directors  of W. V. Ha ll P ty. Ltd. gener-
ous ly made  a  grea t reduction in the  price  they
had tendered in order to he lp the  miss ion. We
are  deeply gra te ful to them for this  kindly act.
We ,were very pleased, also, when Mr. Walters
brought his  wife  and son S teve  to vis it us  and
ins pe ct the  finis he d da m. We  fe e l tha t the
provis ion of this  dam will a lte r the  whole  out-
look of the miss ion farm in the future and it has

come after our prayers had been made for many
years.

CHRIS TINE: In De ce mbe r, 1953, a  'young
unmarried dark girl came to us , as  others  had
done  be fore , with he r babe . About s ix weeks
la te r they both le ft and we  we re  s orry to pa rt
with the m, we ll knowing the  difficultie s  tha t
faced a  mother in such circums tances . It was
not long before the mother found that she could
not look a fte r he r babe  and ea rn he r living a t
the  same time. The Aborigines  Welfare  Board
became responsible for the infant and they very
gracious ly s ent he r back to us . Tha t was  how
Chris tine  became a  very precious  member of
our family. Ruth, the Sky Pilot's  second daught-
e r, took little  Chris tine  a s  he r s pecia l cha rge .
The  ye a rs  we nt by a nd the  tim id, s hy little
infa nt gre w into a  s we e t a nd loving child, a s
happy as  the  day is  long. She is  now known to
s o ma ny of our frie nds  who ha ve  vis ite d the
Mis s ion Farm, or a ttended our Sa les  of Work
in the  S ydne y Town Ha ll.

Already Chris tine has become a little mission-
ary. It is  sweet to hear her expla ining to recent
arrivals  something about the love of God. Often
she joins  in the  prayers  with her eyes  screwed
up tight and her s imple faith expressed in words
tha t mus t be  ve ry precious  to the  God of little
children who gave  His  son for the ir sa lva tion.

ONE OF MANY: Chris tine  is  only one  of the
many children who have now come to us . What
has  happened in her case will, we trust, happen
in many others. Given a home, love and security
these dark children respond in a wonderful way.
Even new arrivals  soon feel quite  a t home and
happy with their home and playmates. Recently,
when the  Sky P ilot and his  wife  a rrived back
from a meeting the rush of little feet was headed
by a  s ma ll boy who ha d only be e n he re  two
days . He threw his  arms around Mrs . Langford-
S mith, proud of be ing the  firs t to re a ch he r.
Later he came to her and said, with tears  in his
eyes: "The m children s a id you a re n 't m y
mummy, but you a re , a ren't you?" Mrs . Lang-
ford -Smith replied: "Of course! I'm your second
mummy as  I am to a ll the  others ," and he went
away happily.

J no. Evans  & S on P rinting Coy. P ty. Lim ited, 486-488 Kent S tree t, S ydney.


