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THE DEVIL SLATES DR COGGAN
AND SYDNEY PRIESTS

SPECIAL, EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

The Devil has made a biting attack upon the Archbishop of York,
the Most Reverend F. D. Coggan; but has expressed great satisfaction
with the majority of the Anglican bishops attending the Lambeth Con-
ference.

In a special (and exclusive) interview with The Anglican, His Satanic
Majesty has spoken approvingly of the Lambeth decision to defer for another
ten years all consideration of the role of women in the sacred ministry, and
has commented on statements by Sydney clergymen on that decision.

“/'am very pleased, on the whole,” The Devil said last Monday. “The
bishops and most of the Anglican clergy thmughoul the world have stayed
firm. They reason, and
been guided by emotion and prejudlcs Tl’\IS is just the way | want it.”
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BISHOPS ENDORSE THEIR 1958
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London, August 10
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LOOKING BACK—AND FORWARD

This eight hundred and thirty-sixth edition
marks the beginning of the seventeenth year of pub-
lication of our journal in its present form. The first
edition, launched to incorporate and succeed the
Church Standard, appeared on August 8, 1952. Our
aim was expressed in a Leading Article as follows:

. aim at being first and foremost a newspaper

recording news of the Church's activities. . . .*
same Leading Article spoke of the “breadth of curn»
prehension” of the Anglican communion as “unique
in Christendom”, and of our aim to preserve that
comprehensiveness. To that end, we said, “we shall
seek to enlist the help of Churchmen representative
of every school of thought which can legitimately
flnd expression within the Anglican fold”, and that
“we shall not stand for any sectionalism of outlook™.

It was followed, in that same first edition, by
a Leading Article headed “Women in _Synod” from
the pen of that master of graceful English prose,
Bishop C. E. Storks. It is a happy coincidence that
this edmon ‘sixteen years later, should also contain
a point of view about the status of women in the
Church. “It is galling,” Bishop Storks wrote, “that
the State should be so obviously more enlightened
than the Church in this matter”. Little has changed.

It is appropriate here to enter a note about the
authorship of our Leading Articles. Bishop Batty
and Bishop Storks were but the first of a succession
of gifted writers in these columns from that day
to this. Few things have more flattered and occasion-
ally amused the present writer than the attribution
to him by a host of exegetical experts from all parts
of Australia of the authorship of most of these Lead-
ing Articles. It may broaden the range of speculation
during the next sixteen years to state the facts about
our writers of the last sixteen

Among those who will write no more for us,
in addition to Bishop Batty, are Archbishop
Mowil and Archbishop Halse; the Reverend
Kenneth Henderson; Bishop E. J. Davidson; Sir
Richard Boyer, a Methodist; the Right Reverend
Frank Hanlon, a Presbyterian; Father Leo
Dalton, ms.c., a Roman Catholic; Archbishop
J. J. Booth; Mr Staniforth Ricketson (whose
very first contribution almost led to an international
incident!); Bishop Burgmann (than whom none
was sounder on the Christian Year); Mr Milton C
Alder (whose stark, almost barren style disguised
a rare profundity of thought); Bishop W. G. Hil-
liard; Archdeacon T. C. Hammond (one of whose
contributions was so “Catholic” in tone as to pro-
voke the ire of his own un-knowing friends); Lord
Atlee (who, one wonders, will guess which Lead-
ing Article came from his pen?); Lord Lindsay of
Birker; Bishop H. G. Robinson (perhaps the most
polished stylist of them all — and the most difficult
to persuade to write); Sister Julian, C.H.N. There
are many others. Their mss are all in safe keeping.

Those who have written during these years and

who, as we trust, will write yet again in these columns,

include of course Bishop J. S. Moyes; Dr John
Munr Bishop R. C. Kerle; Bishop Felix
Arnott; Dr S. Barton Babbage; Sir Kenneth
Grubb; Bishop lan Shevill; Sir James Darling;
the Reverend R. A. Hickin. Others, whom we shall
not name, are members of parliament from all
parties; members of Religious Orders, Roman as
well as'Anglican; Methodists, Presbyterians and other
Christians; financiers, economists.

What secular newspaper can boast so diverse
and comprehensive a band of writers? Not one of
these, named or un-named above, is not or was not an
acknowledged authority in one or more of the truly
wide variety of fields treated in these columns. Week
after week, for sixteen years, they have contributed
between them almost half the aggregate contents.

It must strike our regular readers that, stylistic
differences apart, there has been a notable consistency
of approach, a homogeneity of ethos. It is not lay-

alone, or priests, or even Anglicans, whose atti-
tudes reflect the love of Christ, or who shew lively
concern not merely for the minutiae of ecclesiastical
organisations and chit-chat; but for the whole state
of the children of God. These columns, we think,
have proved that beyond doubt. It will aiso occur to
a few that some one person, of markedly eirenical
quality, must surely have laboured hard and well so
successfully to have presented here the consensus

ich, on the whole, has been generally apparent,
despite such a variety of authorship. That supposi-
tion s correct. Many may write here; but only one
person arranges and decides what is to appear, and
accepts responsibility for it: the Editor.

This is enough of looking back. Next week, we
shall look forward.
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AIR LETTER FROM LAMBETH ... 2

LIVING DOWN THE BROCHURE
A

Modern
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MINISTRY OF WOMEN

(Continued from page 1)
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SYNOD GOVERNMENT

(Continued from page 10)
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