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When the Pope visited the World
Council of Churches at Geneva, last
ycarshe said in reply to their address
of welcome, "Our name is Peter", so
pinpointing tiie basis of the Roman
Catholic dcnomination, which consists
of those, who subnit to the Jjurisdic-~
tion claimed by the Pope over all
churches and all Christians,

The first Vatican Council anathce
matized anyone who denied this direct,
primary, Jjurisdictiomn of the Pope over
all Christians and all churches. The
dogma, however, Las = basis in the
Bible, or in the early history of the
church, The papal claim to Jurisdice
tion depends on three points, each of
which must be true if the claim is to
succeed, These arcs (1) that Jesus
gave to Peter a primacy of Jjurdsdiction
iecey 0of rule over his fellow apostles
and follow Christians, (2) that Peter
had successors in  this jurisdictiong
(3) that the bishops of Rome are thesc
successorss J1f only omne of these 3
points were disproved,thec papal claims
collapse. In fact, none of the thrce
points can be proved, Ilot only is
therce complete silence in the scriptue
and din the carly church on any of
these three points (which is extraord-
inary if they were true, for they arec
such remarkable claims) but the ovie
dence contradicts then,

Let wus look first of all at
Peter'!s place in the llew Testament,.
It is plain that although he was a
younger brothor hec had natural gifts



of lecadership. e was iLmpectuous and
ardemt;_ﬁi“natureu F'or example, he
avowed that he would die rather than
deny . ,fhrists; yet only an hour or two
later. he fell into that awful sin. At
the _.arrést of Jesus he snatched out
his swaord, prosumably to kill his ass-
ailant,; though he only cut off his ear
and Jesus had to rebuke him for his
impetuosity, just as he rebuked him on
a brevious occasion when he sovght to
turn:aside Jesus from his mission(Mt.
16:23);' Farlier, however, at Caesarca
Philippi when Jesus asked his disciples
for .their opinion of Himself, Peter
took the lead and affirmed his faith
in Jesus as the Messiah, and +the Son
of.God, It was not the first confess-
ion by. an apostle of Christ!s Messiahw
ship for Nathaniel had acknowledged
Jesus’ as Messiah and Xing of Israel in
a first flush of enthusiasm in follow-
ing Him. Peterfs confession; however,
came at the end and it had a tone of
settled conviction, for it rejoiced
Jesus and cevoked His blessing "Blessed
are you, Simon, son of John, for flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you
but My heavenly Father., I say that
you are Pcter and at this rock I will
build my churclh and deatlhr will not
prevail agadnst it and I give ® you
the keys of the Kingdom of  heavens
wiratsoever you shall bind on ecarth
shall be bound in heaven and whatso~
ever you loose on earth shall be loose
in heaven." ; (Mt.16:17-19). . No~one
can take flrom Peter +this honour of
being the fiirst with settled convice-
tion to cxpress faith in Jesus as




Messiahe God honoured this faith so
that Peter with his Codwgiven gifts of
natural  leadership was used by God
in the early days of the church to be
the first to precach the gospel to .the
Jewz on the. day of Pentecost and the
first to preach to the Gentiles in o
houso of Cornelius at Caecsarca.  But
this . honour was personal, and of"
privilege rather than of jurisdiction,
and it is Jjust as foolish to think of
Peter as havingz o successor in thi s lon-
ourable posgition of being the first to
acknowledge Christ and the first to
prcach the Gospel as it is to think of
Armstrong having a successor in the
honour of being the first man on the
moonl When Jesus added "I give 7you
the keys of the kingdom of heavengy
whatsoever you bind on ocarth shall be
bound in hecavea" e was roeferring to
the privilege of knowing and preaching
the Gospel, A 1little later Jesus re-
peated the gift to all his followers,
using identical words in liatthew 18&18,
The keys are the Keys of knowledge, a
knowledge of the mind and purposes of
Gody that IHc forgives for Christls sake
all who come .to Him, DBvery Christian
has roeceived this great privilege to
know and to makec known the knowledge
of God'!s purposces of grace and for -
giveness, given to Peoter when he cone-
fessed faith in Christ. It is not
Peter!s alone, as Jesus made clear in
Matts 18315, but is given to every
Christian who, 1like Peter, belicves in
The Lord. Though Peter had a position
of honour in the senose that ho was the
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dicte Poter is present but only gives

testirony,y Ic himsclf does nods nmke

the decisicie It dis James who does

this (4cts 15:1S6). This would have been
quite impossible if it were known that

Jesus had given Peter Jurisdiction

over his fellow Christians, as the.
pope claims. A little earlier at

Antioch, Paul tells us that he rebuked

Poter for his dcecision as to how Chris-
tians should  bchave,"I rebulzed him to

his face Docause he was to be blamed',.
(Gals 231). The pope claims that his

decisions are the way in whiclh Chrise

tians should behave, and he bases this

on the fact that Peter had a similar

jurisdiction but it is plain that the

apostlo Peter had no such jurisdiction,

for he was rcbuked by Paul when his

decision failed to conform to the gose

pel. "It is tho gospel which dirccts

Christian bechaviour, and whieh alone

has jurisdiction over Christians, Mine
isters (and this inoludes tho bishop

of Rorie) have the duty of exhorting

thelir fellow Christions to oconform to

the gospel.  This is a very different

concept from laying down direcotions on

onc's own authordity.

i Again- St. Pauliis quite unaware
of any . primacy of 'jurisdiction given
to Poter when he writes that he himself
is not a whit behind the chiefest of
the apostles (2 Cor. 1185). Plainly
he knew of no. primacy of Jjurisdiction
posscsacd by Peter. Petor himself is
unawarce of it, for in his letter, he
gtatos that he ‘ds a fellow clder with
other olders (I Peter 5:1). o makes



no eclaim for Jurisdiction in the maxirr
80 characteristic of the Popes -who
constantly enforoe their own preroga-~
tives. ,

So muoh then for the How Testament
evidencoe about Peter!s jurisdiction
over his follow Christians., There is
not the slightest trace of it and
there is abundant evidoneec to contra-
diect the notion, I need only say that
it was mnot knowa in the carly church
either, and whoen it was first put for-
ward by the Popes 1t was rejected by
the Christian church at large.

Thus, the papal claim ¥hat .Jesns
has given tho Bishop of Rome Jjurisdice
tion over all Christians has no basis
in fact, it is mercely an . assertion,
There is no evidence in the lNew Testas-
ment that Petor was ever at Romeg at
all ovents, when St. Paul wrote This
letter to the church at Rome at the
end of his life, Petor does not scem
to have been thdre because thougnh the
chapter is full of greetings to Chris-
tians at Rome that Paul has known,
Poter'!s name is8 not moentioned. When
Paul arrived a little later at Rone ,
himsolf, the last thapter of Acts
tells us that he ecalled together the
Jows at Rome and spoke to them about

hristianity, they said that they had
never heard anything direotly on the
matter, which surely shows that Petor
had not visitod Rome, as he was tho
apostle to the Jowse. St. Paul was a
prisonor in Rome foxr at least 2 yoars
at the end of his 1lifc, and he wrotae



soveral letters while in prison which
sent grectings from Roman Christians,
Again, amongst those who sent grect-—
ings in these letters Peter is not ine-
cludeds, Plainly, he was not din Qome
at the timc., Again, in one of the
last letters that Paul wrote on the
eve of his death, that is, his second
letter to Timothy, Paul says "Only
Luke is with me'". VWhat then are we to
make of the tradition of much later
times, that Pector lived for L2 yocars
in Romec and was exccuted with Paul

L1 ;

there?

But perhaps thic most famous versec
which modcn Romen Catholics wuse to
support their claims about Peter are
Jesus! words: "You are Peter, on this
rock I widl builc¢ My church and the
gates of helll shall not prevail agairst
it", (Ut 16316)., Modern Roman Catho-
lics say that Jesus means that, Petor
is the rock on which the church is
builte The/Council of Trent,; however,
did not také it this way but regarded
Peteris faifh din = Christ as the rook
and foundatior of the church (session

i Amongst +the early Christian
writers thoere is no unanimous view as
to the meaning of the word 'rock",
though most,agrce that 4it is Christ
who is th¢ rock referred to. For

cxample,y S Augustine and St. Jerome,
two of the most famous fathers of the
church, state tnat Christ is the rock
and not Pbkter. (For Augustine sece
page 1097 teme 5 Econedict cdition and
for Ste. Jorome page 178 Vol., 7 Paris
1602).
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It is plain that the early church
didat regard Peter as the rock of ‘the
chiurch from which the papal Jjurisdic =
tion is derived, as otherwise ‘thesre
wouldn'!t be this variety of opinion as
to the mneaning of the +versee DBut
leaving aside the early fathers; let
us sce if we can understand what Jesus
meant when he gaid "thou art Peter and
on this rock I will build Iy church",
Here there is both a similarity and a
contrast -~ a similarity,;'rock' !petral
and ‘!stone! !'Peter! (Petros), and a
contrast between .Y"thou art Peter" on

he one hand, and "on this rock" on
the other. The similarity and the
contrast 4is Dbest - accouwnted for by
taking the rock to mean Christ amd
Petor the Christian. who has confessed
Christes The Christian who shares  the
Spirit of Christ and thus refleots his
character; is as it were a stone from
the great rock. We may ask what is
the Dbackground of Jesus'' use .of this
word 'rock' here. The, most famous
rook dn the 0ld Testament is the rock
of Horxeb out of which water flowed for
the children of Israel when they w re
in a desert without water, The same
expericnce was ropoated. later at
Xadesh when God commanded Moses te
asseniwle the people before the rock
and to speak to it so  that from it
.there might flow the water they needced
The 01l¢ Testament records how lioses
disbelieved . in - God on this occasion
and 8o dishonoured Him, and as a cone
sequonccey e was not able to go into
the Promised Land but shared the fate
:of all the othwer nembers of that O0ld
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Testament church who through . their

disbelief <¢ied in the Vilderness. The
gates of Sheol prevailed against Moses

and all the church that assembled at'E"'

the:Rocka

Ste Paul quite definitely stated
that the rock from which the water.
flowed, represented Christ "that rock
was Christ" (I Cor. 10). Thus, we may
conclude that when Jesus said "on this
rock I will build my cliurch", he also
had in mind the rock of Horeb and the
rock of Kadesh which were signs o hime~
self, It dis worth noting that the
Greek preposition, used here with the
dative case, should be translated "at
this rock" or "in front of this rock I
will build my church";rather than "on
‘this rock". When it is used with  an
active verb, to build on something,
‘as .in..the case” of the man in the para-
ble who - built his house on the rock,
“the preposition is always in the ac~
“ecusitive case. But here it is - in the
datives- So Jesus is saying that just
“as Moges ‘assembled the 01d Testanment
- church in- front of .the rocks of Horeb
and Kedesh, so h¢ will asscmble IHis

‘church ' around Himself, But wunlike
~that 01d. Testament churci where une—
belief brought death; 1.1y Carist's

church .- there is a god-given faith
“which flesh and blood did not create,
and so the gates of Hades, that is,
death, womld not prevail, as they had
- prevailed/against loses and the church
- in ‘the wilderness,

Faith in Christ mcans resurrection,



and victory over deaths This is the
wonderful gospel truth, that Christ
triumphed and those who are in Him
through faith, and arc added by Him to
His asscmbly around Himsclf im hcaven,
are already wvictors over . death, are
already seated with him in the heavene—
lies, Jesus saw with His prophetic
eye these wonderful consequences of
faith in Him, the first +time it was
uttered by Peter at Caesarea Philippi.
Like Peter we share the character of
Christ, our Rock, for we share the
Holy Spirity, we are living stones. Ve
re members of Christ!s heavenly asse—
emoly already, raised din Christ ad
victors over death through our faith
in God's Messiah., It was these great
truths, of Christian experience that
Jesus was referring to din that famous
Passage.

How far removed from all this are

the empty Dbaseless claims of papal
Jurisdiction,
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"THE PROTESTAIT FAITH" j
is broadcast
every second Sunday
at 9.15 p.n,
‘over 2 {JIXI

Copies of these fortuightly broad-
casts may be obtained ($2.00 per
yvear posted) by writing to "The
Protestant Faith", G/~ 2 CH, York
Street, Sydneye. TeSells 2000
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