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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN UNIT 

This report is written as we in South Australia prepare to join with Australian Church Women from all around 
our wide brown land in Perth, and those members of our Unit making the journey westwards are looking 
forward to renewing the special relationships we have formed over time in other places.  

Once again, our largest local undertaking each year is the staging of Community Concern Events, with fifteen 
gatherings taking place in both 2012 and 2013.  This is an excellent chance for suburban and indeed near-
Adelaide country church members to meet women and men from other denominations and to support the 
chosen charity for the year.  

In 2012 the chosen charity was RAHAB – an initiative of Youth with a Mission working to encourage those 
involved in the sex industry to move out of such work, for which we raised in the region of $5,000.  In 2013 we 
are supporting the CARA – Families for Families Kids’ Club, providing respite support for families with a child 
with a disability.  The Unit must choose a charity that receives no on-going government funding and is not 
church based.  We sincerely acknowledge all church groups involved in hosting these outreach meetings and 
those from the Unit who prepare for and attend the various Morning and Afternoon Teas. 

Through our Jubilee 150 Trust we provide one-off grants to women who seek some funding to help them 
further their careers.  It was realised that we needed to raise additional capital funding for this Trust in order to 
support more women in the community, and President Marion McCall OAM most enthusiastically set about 
undertaking to do this.  She entered the Dawn to Dusk International Flying Competition to raise funds, following 
the track of Edward John Eyre’s 1840 Northern Expedition to Lake Eyre, and then down to Port Lincoln, and 
also held a most successful Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, greatly increasing the total funds from which the 
interest earned provides the funding required by this Trust. 

Soon after the National Conference 2011, we were delighted to have Marion McCall OAM inducted as our 
President for the biennium, a leadership role which she has filled with great empathy and spiritual guidance. 
We have had National Life Member Maureen Clark agree to be our incoming President from November. 

We have unfortunately had four good and faithful members of our Unit pass on to receive their greater rewards 
on high during the past year.  We know from the responses received when the deaths of National Life Member 
Dorothy Wright, Shirley Birch and Barbara Grealy OAM were announced nation-wide that members from right 
across Australia will miss the presence of these wonderful women as much as we as a Unit do; and member 
Dorothy Heard, although not active for some time due to ill-health, is also missed. 

Our Day of Reflection was a good opportunity for us to come together and redirect our individual thoughts on 
life as a Christian woman in modern society in a prayerful environment.  Those who attended returned home 
mightily refreshed from this time apart from the demands of the wider world. 

We have kept up our close links with the World Day of Prayer, and the Fellowship of the Least Coin over the 
biennium.   A number of members attended the WDP service in St Francis Xavier Cathedral, whilst others 
enjoyed the same service in their local church.  Each year we appreciate the FLC World Community Day 
Service in the city, and the WKS Fellowship Day Service held in Pilgrim Hall as part of our July meeting.   

In January 2012 and again in 2013, a number of members again met at the home of our Social Justice 
Convenor, Mrs Anne Parnis, and packed a number of bags of toiletries and other goodies for clients of a 
Domestic Violence Service in the southern suburbs of Adelaide.  The items packed were funded by donations 
from members of the Unit, and those involved in the distribution of the bags have been very grateful in 
acknowledging these gifts for women in a real time of need in their lives.    

We have welcomed five guest speakers to our Unit meetings over the past biennium.  In 2012 we heard from 
Mike Ogden (representing CareWorks), Wendy Stockton (from CARA) and Frances Bedford MP (speaking 
about suffragette Muriel Matters).  In 2013 we have enjoyed hearing messages from Gill McCrone 
(representing Southern Domestic Violence Service) and Sister Pat from the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Order (on their work in Overseas Missions).   All of these people have provided much food for thought for our 
members, and expanded our understanding of the needs in the wider community.  In addition, speakers at our 
Fellowship Day and World Community Day services have been inspirational. 

We remember to pray for our prayer partners in Mongolia, we were delighted to welcome two representatives 
to Adelaide on a work-related visit.  Our ability to practice our faith seems so trouble free compared with that of 
many women throughout the world.   

I would like to recognise, with sincere thanks, all members who have worked with unfailing generosity 
throughout the biennium.  As a Unit, we look forward to even more warm and devoted teamwork in the future. 

Aileen Eldridge 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN OF AUSTRALIA (LWA) 
It is a privilege to be involved with the Lutheran Women of Australia. As I read through reports from the 
various districts, I repeatedly see the Lutheran women sharing the love of God that he so freely gives us. 
Loving Service:- 

Sharing God’s love is at the heart of all Lutheran women are and do. On a national level the support 
of our projects during these last 3 years has been outstanding. Over $439, 000.00 has been raised for 
LWA projects. These projects are:- 

! Aboriginal Missions – Aboriginal Ministry South Australia, Far North Queensland Aboriginal 
Mission and Finke River Mission 

! Australian Lutheran World Service 
! Australian Lutheran College (ALC) – Pastoral Ministry Students Assistance Fund 
! ALC Women’s Auxiliary 
! Deborah Orphanage, Indonesia 
! Home of Praise in the slums of Bangkok, Thailand 
! Scholarships for students from overseas to study through ALC 
! Bethany Home for children/people with severe disabilities, Malaysia 
! Papua New Guinea (PNG) Scholarship Fund 
! Lutheran World Mission, Cambodia 
! PNG Lutheran Health services Solar Panels 
I highlight just two things: our special project to raise $20, 000 for solar panels for Papua New Guinea 
has received DOUBLE the target that we aimed to raise, and thousands of our birth kits continue to be 
sent to Papua New Guinea as well. Money is not the only thing (as you can see by the birth kits).The 
time and effort the women all have given in service to God and others is amazing. I thank God for 
their overwhelming care and generosity. 
‘Lutheran Women’ Magazine:- 
 Our national magazine Lutheran Women continues to be well supported with a large circulation. It 
publishes Bible Studies and Devotions for use as desired. Many parish pastors are thankful for, and 
make use of, these studies. They are also much appreciated by our remote ladies, as well as by our 
groups who do not have pastors to lead them. The magazine also consists of reports from various 
fellowships throughout Australia. It is always encouraging and uplifting to read what our fellow 
sisters in Christ are doing. 
LWA Convention:- 
 In April 2013, we held our Sixteenth General Convention in Adelaide. Our theme for this 
Convention was ”when the heart goes out…a deed follows”. Approximately 400 women attended the 
Convention each day. It was a time of meeting with old and new sisters in Christ. A time of sharing 
God’s Word through Bible Studies, a time of hearing from the different missions that the LWA have 
supported, as well as a time of electing a new LWA Executive. The new committee comes from the 
New South Wales/Canberra region, as this will be the venue of our next Convention. 
One of the highlights of the Convention was the display of quilts and rugs that the Lutheran Women 
of Australia had made. One of the LWA’s projects was to have the Lutheran Women from all the 
various fellowships make quilts that would be brought to this Convention for dedication, and then be 
handed to Lutheran Community Care, where they would be handed out as gifts to the people in 
Lutheran Community Care from the Lutheran women of Australia. The Committee were thinking they 
would receive approximately 400 (maybe averaging 1 per fellowship group) but it soon became 
apparent that there would be many more than that! At the Convention, the display of rugs continued to 
grow throughout the first morning and extra trestle tables to hold them all were needed to be brought 
in. There were at least 1200 quilts and rugs actually visible, but there were almost the same number 
stacked under the tables, and when added to those that remained in their home states, we estimate that 
the total was in the thousands – a truly fantastic effort! (The rugs remaining in the home states are to 
be handed to hospitals and Aged Care Facilities throughout their states.) 
It is exciting to be part of the Lutheran Women of Australia, meeting around our Lord’s Word, 
working for Him, and sharing with others the gifts and talents God has given our sisters in Christ. 

Lutheran Women of Australia Executive
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