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ACTIVE CONCERN ASKED FOR
ON WORLD PROBLEMS

BISHOP ON PEACE AND WAR
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ASSISTANT BISHOP FOR BALLARAT

The Archdeacon of Ballarat, the Venerable R. G. Porter, is to 1
Bishop Assistant to the Bishop of Ballarat, the Right Reverend W. A. 1
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STATEMENT

The Chairman of the Council of Trustees of the
Church of England Information Trust and of the
Editorial Advisory Board of The Angllcan the
Right Reverend dd.
th.D, D. Lit, has made the fnllnwmg Shnouncement
jointly with the Editor of The Anglican.

The Anglican is not conducting, and has
at no time conducted, any Appeal through its columns
for aid of any kind for any person or group any-
where in Viet Nam.

2. The propriety and feasibility of an Appeal
for certain purposes in Viet Nam is under careful
consideration. An announcement will be made soon.

3. Readers of The Anglican are equally en-
titled as members of the Council of Trustees, the
Editorial Advisory Board, and the bishops and others
being consulted, to submit their views about the kind
of Appeal which can properly be conducted in our
columns, and its objects. Such views will be welcomed

anwhile, we remind both regular readers
of The Anglican and members of the general public,
who wish to alleviate the sufferings of innocent
victims of the war in Viet Nam, North and South
alike, that donations to the Australian Red Cross are
allowable deductions for income tax purposes.

5. The Australian Red Cross, with the knowledge
and agreement of the Commonwealth Government,
is one of thirteen national Red Cross societies which
have sent medical and other aid to the value of some
$650,000 to North Viet Nam, in the past two years.

6. Although we respect the stand of those who
would criticise the Government for subsidising aid
of this kind to North Viet Nam, through the operation
of the Income Tax law, we do not agree with them
We support the present policy of the Commonwealth
Government, and we earnestly hope it will maintain
it. Whatever views may be held about the war in
Viet Nam, we are sure, as Christians, and as Aus-
tralians proud of our country’s reputation for chiv-
alry and decency to the under-dog, that the present
policy of the Government enjoys overwhelming sup-
port.”It is no more their intenion than it is that of
our own fighting men to inflict gratuitous hardship
and injury on what some people call “the enemy”.

Mr A. F. P. James is a member of the Council
of Trustees of the Church of England Information
Trust, and its Editorial Director. He is Chairman of
the company which prmls the paper. He is responsible
dlreclly 0 the Edito

Very considerable sums of money have been
sent mmng the past fortnight to Mr James, in his
private capacity, for transmission to sundry persons
and organisations in North and South Viet Nam
With one exception, these sums have been remitted
to the persons or bodies nominated by the donors.
The exception was an amount sent to buy arms for
the North Viet Namese forces. This was returned to
the sender. These amounts will not be listed or other-
wise acknowledged in The Anglican, and they will
not be permitted to pass through our banking
accounts. Mr James will send individual acknow-
ledgements himself, and at his own personal expense.

. Mr James is generally known for his detailed
knowledge of recent developments in Viet Nam, and
for his personal opinions about Australian and
United States involvement. His own war record, and
his subsequent record of service to the Church in
particular, entitle his views, in our opinion, to be
received with respect. It so happens that his views
coincide broadly with those of the Archbishop of
Canterbury and other Christian leaders, and that they
similarly accord in general with the editorial position
of The Anglican

10. On August 8, Mr James was a guest speaker
in his private capacity at a debate arranged by the
Melbourne University Debating Union, which carried
by a majority of some 850 votes to 150 the Resolu-
tion “That every Australian has the democratic right
to send aid to the National Liberation Front.

11. The Melbourne University debate received
widespread publicity, mainly because the proceedings
were recorded by the Australian Broadcasting Com-
mission, and broadcast on the night of August 9

2. What started as an academic discussion then
took a practical turn. Mr James had made no appeal
whatever for funds; but money from all parts of
the Commonwealth began to flow in to him for trans-
mission to a variety of bodies.

. The reaction of the general public seems
to us to demonstrate a widespread concern and prac-
tical sense of compassion among Australians.

14. We repeat, however, that all this has nothing
whatever to do with the Trust or The Anglican,
apart from the fortuitous circumstances of Mr
James’s association with both. He has acted through-
out, as he is perfectly entitled to act, in his capacity
as a private citizen

CORRECTION
The following complete line was_inadvertently omitted
by our printers from its place after the second line of the
last paragraph of our Leading Article last week:
the view of many people, and of many governments, in
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SENIOR BIBLE
STUDENT

WHAT DO WE
BELIEVE?
By Winifred M. Merritt
STUDY No. XViI:
“Truth Embodied in a Tale.”
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SHARE WHEREVER POSSIBLE,
SAYS BISHOP

From Our Own Correspondent

Canberra, August 21

“I believe we should co-operate with other

churches whenever there is a sufficiency of common

ground in our beliefs, and a sufficiency of mutual

trust and respect”, said the Bishop of Canberra

and Goulburn, the Right Reverend K. J. Clements,
in his Charge to Synod on August 7.
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CHANGING RELATIONS OF CHURCH AND STATE
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