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The biggest change in the Christian religion this century compared 
with all previous centuries has been the change in the attitude of 
Christians to the Bible. In the past -the Bible has always been 
reca.rdecl as God 1s infallible word. - Ylhat the Bible says God says. 
But novvadays in many of the denofilnations this has changed and is 
changing and this change is having very widespread effects. In a 
word, the Christian religion cannot survive where the Bible is not 
regarded as God's book, even though the shell, that is the organ­
isation, remains much the same. For Christianity is a supernatural 
reliGion, nnd this requires a supernatural word froti God, te:J,ling 
us of Hir::lself, and of His purposes and will for Ben. Nowadays, 
however, Christian leaders tea.ch not a supernatural God but a God 
in nature, the ground of our being, ond Christian oinisters and 
church progro.mmes a.re concerned with bettering this world rather 
than proclaiming a oessage about the next. The reason for this 
change is a siople one, n8.I21ely, loss of faith in the Bible as 
God's Ylord. l'or without a supernatural word froo God it is 
irJ.possible to maintain a supernatural view of life and supernatural 
expectation of the cotling of Christ in His kingdon. That is unless 
the Bible is believed to be God's infallible word Christianity 
cannot survive, though the no.me ond the church orgpnisations will 
survive though their content will be changed, for Christianity is 
a supernatural religion. It believes in a supernatural God, One 
Vlho stnnds over and above nature, \·Tho created us and the whole 
universe, by calling it into existence simply by a decision of His 
Will. Science tells us a little of the process -vvhich God used in 
bring:Lng the world to its present forfil, but the fact remains (on 
which science is unable to mo.lee any comment) that God is the 
originator and director of that process. 

God is a ·supernatural God standing above nature, not only as its 
Creator, but also as its Controller. Not a single event takes 
place in the universe which He does not control; not even the 
movement of the smallest electron in the uost distant sta.r. The 
thought is, of course, too stupendous for us to apprehend. Our 
oirids a.re stupefied by the concept, for we are inclined to think of 
God in terns of things we know, thinking of Hirn o.s a general manager 
of a departBent store who has to delegate detail to his subordinates. 
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O:f course this is not so. God Who creo.ted o.11 the details knows 
and controls them nll. 

God is the Controller, not only of inaniI:JD.te things but nlso of 
the minds o.nd wills of. men, even o:f. sinful men . You mo.y find this 
a difficult thought, but we a.ct on its truth every dny, when we 
trust God' to protect us. 

God's control of nature is through nature. He is the Author of 
nature. Therefore it is not surprising that He should work in 
accordance with the laws of His own creation rather than against 
it. God does not find the laws of nature somethi'ng intransigent,­
which get in the wo.y and thwart His will, but rather He works 
through nnture, which He designed for this purpose. Thus when He 
carried out His will through men, He works in whnt vve would say is 
n natural way; nevertheless it is God who is carrying out His Hill 
exactly as He wills. 

The all-sovereign God is our Heavenly Father who l oves and co.res 
fpr His crention o.nd who wills to enter into fellovrship with us, 
even: though we o.re rebels against His sovereignty and love. Thus, 
we believe in a supernatura.l God, pot only as Creator and 
Controller·, but also o.s revealer of Hinself . He has made Himself 
.known unto men. Centuries ago He called Abraham and I\1oses and 
sent His prophets to the children of Israel in order to malce Him-
sei:f knov-m to men, to show vlhat His character is, and to call men 
:into :fellowship with Himself . God 1 s supernatural revelation of 
Him.self' req.ched its clina.x and acme in the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Chris:t the .divine , Son -of God. His na.oe is 1Ernnanuel 1 which means 
1God ·vr.ith .us 1 • ~is perfe~t life, the sublinity nnd truth of His 

. :ten.cbing:, ; J:Iil?: power:ful nirocl.es of love, and His own claims and 
teaolfing about Hiillself all testify to the truth reflected in thnt 
na!fl~ )2nmpn1,lel.. _. He wa.s indeed God with I;J.en, His coming a most .· 
remo.r~abJ,e :. s:upernaturol event, but entirely in keeping vr.i th our 
supernntural God, and, of course, our s~lvation through the death 
and resurrection of Christ is supernatural. 

The ~~piring, of the Bible by the Spirit of God is part of this 
same _m9vement of God . in revealing Hioself to men in order to save · 
then b~ .restoring thei;i to fel+owship with Hin • . It is a super-
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no.turo.l book. ,~lthough written by men nnd faithfully reflecting 
the divergent charo.cters and historical situo.tions of the authors 
who wrote the sixty-six books that nade up the Bible, the most 
ir:lportant fact and the fo.ct which gives the Bible its u...-rrity, is 
that the Holy Spirit of God was the true author. He used the 
writers, not forcing their wills or their minds or their thoughts, 
but working through these things of which He Himself was the 
creator, so that what they vvrote was not onl;;,r their own words but 
more imprrta.ntly God 's words; words infallible for the purpose 
for which God inspired them, which was to teach us about Him.self 
and about His relations with mon . 

I do not think we need spend tiL:le considering whether God could 
give us a. book which, though vvri tten in a perfectly natural way, 
by nen, sinners ancl ignorant of nany things though they were, yet 
would in every point exactly reflect the perfect mind of God for 
us. God 1 s sovereignty over His oYm creation sufficiently o.nmvers 
this. . The question reno.ins whether He has done so, and to who. t 
extent, o.nd for what purpose. St. Paul in II Timothy 3:16-17 suos 
up the traditional Christian answer: nEvery Scripture is inspired 
of God and profi ta.ble for teaching, for reproof, for corre.ction, 
for instruction vrhich is in righteousness, thnt the :w.an of God I!lD.Y 
be cor;:iplete, furnished conpletely unto every good work11

• 

There a.re no.ny reo.sons v1hy tro.di tionally Christians ho.ve believed 
the Bible to be o. supernatural book a..Yld the true ·.-:ord of God. Of 
course, the f:innl reason is tho.t they heo.r God's Hord in it, for 
when God speaks to the conscience which He ho.s created, it would 
indeed be strange if His voice was not recognised by His children, 
to whon He ho.s gi vcn His Spirit. As Jesus so.id, '1My sheep hear my 
voice and they follow Hen. But before we reach thnt fino.l 
reo.son there are sane preliD.inary considerations vrorth noting. To 
start with, the Bible itself claims in many places to be the Y!ord 
of God. How frequently there occurs in it this introductory phrase: · 
"Thus saith the Lord' ' . 'l'hen, too, the Lord Jesus Christ 1 s testi-
mony to the divine inspiration of the Bible is very clear, and for 
Christio.ns who believe that Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God, that 
in itself should be quite sufficient. Jesus knew His. Bible thoroughly. 
He hnd plainly read it regularly and carefully. He bused His teaching 
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on it pnd regarded .. i .t q.s of. fj,nal authority • • Thu$, when He was 
teopted by the ~evil~ to eo.ch tenpto.tion He simply quoted a phrase 
from Scriptdrei saying 01 It is written", or as we might put it · 
today, 11The Bible so.ys 11

• For Rio this vro.s final. Jesus testified 
to the infallibility of Scripture by saying in John 10:35 ;'The 
Scriptures cannot be broken". f.,,fter His resurrection (in Luke 24) 
He reproved the disciples for their slowness to believe all that 
the Scriptures so.id and He spent the last hours of His fellowship 
with then expounding to then the Scriptures . 

A very interesting illustration of Jesus' view that whatever the 
Bible says, God says, is found in Matthew 19:5 where Jesus quotes 
a verse froo Genesis 2, reminding His hearers what God the 
Creator ho.d said in the beginning, with regard to husbands and 
wives, ;;For this cause shall a nan leave his father and his not her 
and shn.11 cleave unto his ·wife a.n.d they two shall become one fleshn. 
Now in Genesis this verse is actually the cor:rrn.ent of the writer, 
but Jesus said unequivocally that God is the author of the sen­
te.nc.e. So we see that for Jesus the words of the Bible, no natter 
who was the hUDnn writer, are the words of God. 

Another interesting verse is L1atthew 22 : 31. Jesus is replying to 
the Sadducees who denied the resurrection o.nd He wo.s establishing 
the truth of the resurrection by a. verse from Genesis. He prefaced 
the qU:oto.tio:q. of the Old Testru:tent with the question nHay~ you never 
rend vmo.t was spoken un,to . you by God?" By this sentence .Jesus 
showea· that He regarded the Bible. as the trord of God. ' 11Spoken by 
Go~ 11

• And it is the written words of Scripture, :not :r:ierel y t:Q.e i-
'• thoughts or events ·behind then, which Jesus called the Vlord of God, 
. for he asked nHave you not read w:hn.t was spoke~ to you by God?" -It 
is the written word which we read' . the . s~ntenc es and propositions 
of Scripture , which Jesus designated as the ':lord spoken by Goci.'. 
And thirdly, note that the written Scripture is revelational. It 
is not raerely the record of a revelation frou God to the reader. 
jesus asked 0 Have you not read what was spoken to you by God? 11 God 
speaks to us o.s we rend His \lord. For the i,-i c:ird of God is a 
11ving word, never nerely n thing of the po.st. 

The sa.ne attitude tci Scripture is reflected in the rest of the New 

~ ~ ~ 7 ·' • ~ ~ 7 

i~~~~ ·; 
J(> ~ ;;. 
~~o 
0 



-5-

Testament; for example in Hebrews 3:7 a verse from the Old Testament 
is introduced by the words nEven as the Holy Ghost sai th1

; making 
clear that the Hew Testanent writer realised that though the verse 
~us W:ritten by the psalnist the ultimate author was God. Sinilarly 
in Acts 1 : 16 a quotation from the Bible is introduced. by the phrase 
11The Scripture which the Holy Ghost spoke by the mouth of David17

• 

This is an interesting illustration of the two-sided truth. David 
wrote the words naturally and freely, drawing on his experience, 
yet the true author was the Holy Spirit Who was infallibly directing 
those faculties which He Hitlself had given to David. Cf . Acts 4:24, 
25 where there is a very similar introductory formula. 

There is an iraportant verse in II Tinothy 3:16 where St . Paul commends 
Tinothy because he had Jcno~n the Bible fron his earliest years. The 
Apostle affirmed that the Bible is able to nuke the reader wise unto 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, adding 11Every Scripture is 

· inspired of God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for Lristruction whi ch is in ri3hteousness, that the nan 
of God may be conplete, furnished completely unto every good work 11

• 

The Greek word here translated 'inspired of God' is 1 theopneustos 1 , 

that is, breathed out by God. It is the final written \ford, the 
end-product, which is under consideration and vw,ich is said. to be 
God-breathed. 

We sometliaes think of God's inspiration as being confined to inspir­
ing thoughts or controlling events of history. But the Apostles 
speak of God 1s inspiration nlways of the finished product, the spoken 
or 111.Ti tten Hord. Of course, such inspiration includes inspiring the 
thoughts or directing the actions but itdoes not stop there. It is 
the Scripture, the final vvri tten Hord that is breathed out by God, 
according to the Apostles. 

Thus, ·st. Paul speaks of the Bible as the oracles of God (Rouans 3: 2) , 
i.e., infallible utternnces, infallible sentences, for this is the 
neaning of the word 1 oracle 1 • Sinilarly in II Peter 1 : 19 we read of 
Scripture that nmen spake fron God, being noved by the Holy Ghost 11 • 

The Bible is fron above essentially. God the Holy Spirit is the 
prime author. God is able to control His creation so as to fulfil 
His piirposes without destroying His creation, therefore the words 
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of Scripture can be divine words without ceasing to be hUClD.Il words. 
The church, the Christian community, witnesses to the Bible tbat 
here is i.."1deed the 17 ord of God. 

Sometimes .it is contended that the church has given us the Bible 
and so the church is superior or at least equa.l to the Bible in 
nuthority. This is the position of the Second Vatican Council and 
the Council of s:'rent w}1..ich said that Church tradition wa.s to be 
received with equal venerotion as the Holy Scriptures. But although 
the church witnesses to the Bible as the Ford of God o.nd hands it on 
to us, it does not give us the Bible in the sense of originating it, 
but itself receives it as a gift fron God. 'l'he books of the Bible 
were written to the church, not from the church. For exaople, the 
prophets vrere sent by God to his church~ Sometimes the words of 
Scri~ture were received in a. very hostile manner by the church. For 
example, Jeremiah1 s prophecy was rejected by the Old Testament 
church to ·which it was sent . So, too , the New Testnment was ;vri tten 
to the church by the Apostles. Then again, we need to reuember that 
when the Christian gospel was first preached, the preachers brought 
the Bible vii th t hen in that they handed over to the ne;7 converts the 
Old Testament which comprises the greater bulk of our Bible and 
which the preachers had thenselves received as God's infallible \7ord, 
and by which they asked their hearers to check the gospel they were 
now preaching. In the same wa.y today the church, often in the 
person of parent or Sunda.y School teacher, hands on to -us the Bible 
which it bas itself received, o.ddiog its word of testimony tho.t in 
the Bible the voice of God is to be heard. 

Agai n it is sometimes argued t hat the Bible is incowplete, a.~d that 
it needs to be supplerc1ented by church tradition as a source of 
revelation. But the Scripture itself contradicts this. ·• "In II 
Tinothy 3:1 6 St. Pa.ul three tines over affirms the sufficiency of 
the Bible " that the man of God (i.e., the Chri s tian) nay be com­
plete, completely furnished to every good work". Thus, Scripture 
establishes that when God gave the Bible. as a. source of revelation 
He gave what 'was complete and sufficient and which does not need to 
be supplemented. St. John says the same in John 20:30,31. He 
comments that there are many other things which he could have inc­
luded in his e;ospel but what he had included was sufficient. His 
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words nre 11£.1any other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of 
His di ::::ci9lcs ·.1hici1 :::.re not \-,Ti t t cn i n t hi s book but t hese c.rc 
-written t~lC'. t :·e i:-1n y bcli eYC th2.t JcsuG. i s_ the Christ t he Son of God 
nncl bclicv-Lv; you ::i r;l1t h::cvc lif e in Hi s na.De '1 • 

Souct:U"ws i t i s s c.i c.1 , in suppor t of t he no tion t hat t he tcnchin(~ of 
the church is as infallible o.s is the teaching of Scripture, thnt 
God hns promised the guidance of His Spirit to the church (which is, 
of course, true) and that ns o. consequence the church's tenchine 
must be infallible. But t his does not follovr, been.use the guidance 
of the Spirit is not given for the purpose of lending us to 
infallibility. The Holy Spirit's guida~ce is pronised to the 
individual Christian o.s Buch o.s to the church ns n group, for 
example, nomo.ns 8 tells us that whoever is not led by the 3pirit 
of. God is not o. child of God, so tho.t o.11 God's children are led 
by His Spirit. But it is quite plain that we nre not led 
infallibly in the sense that we can rely on our conclusions with­
out needing to ex::l.I'.l.ine them. The sar:te is true of the Holy Spirit's 
~do.nee of the group or the church. The result of this guidance 
\i.e., church tradition) is not in itself infallible but needs to 
be exrunined, and, of course, the rule by which we examine our own 
conclusions or church tra.dition is the written \"lord of God because 
this written word of 3cripture is testified to quite cleo.rly that 
it is infallible nnd thnt God's power in guiding the writer of 
His Dord \70.S exercised i n a wny that makes these words infallible 
in order tho.t they might indeed be the i7ord of God o.nd the means 
by ~hich the Holy Spirit guides the individunl Christian o.s well 
ns the whole church. 

Primitive Christianity o.nd church tradition ure helpful in under­
standing the Bible, but ~e should not ho.ve recourse to them to 
supplement who.t God ho.s given us in Scripture. 

It is sonetines so.id tho.t the teaching of the Bible is obscure so 
that the ordinary render cannot understand it but needs to rely 
on the officio.1 interpretation of the church. But t he fa.ct is that 
the teaching of the Bible is clenr and perspicuous. It is not ho.rd 
to understo.nd. In the pusso.ge in II Tinothy 3, St. Po.ul congrat­
ulates Timothy on having knovm the Bible fron o. bo.by. He ho.d been 
to.ught the Scriptures by his nother and gro.ndnother. Anyone who 
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reads the Bible in a modern translation can test the mntter for 
himself, and he will find that like nny other book, the Bible vva.s 
written to be understood by the render. 

It is · true, of course, that self-willed people will t wist the 
Bible to support their own views , to which Peter refers in II Peter 
3:16, but in actual fact there is a very wide agreement nnongst 
Christians nbout the essential· teachings of the Bible. You will 
find that most of the differences ruJ.ongst Christians are on 
mo.tters nbout which the Bible has very little to say. It is we 
who nre at fault in this. He ought not to erect grounds of 
sepnrntion, and break the bond of love and duty of fellowship, 
over matters not inportnnt enough to be included by God in His 
revelation in 3cripture. 

You will have noticed thnt I have quoted the Bible to establish 
the authority of the Bible. This mo.y be thought to be arguing in 
a circle; but in fact this is not so, for, firstly, Scripture mny 
be treated simply as nn historical account of what Jesus taught 
and what His Apostles taught . For Christians the teaching of 
Jesus and the Lpostles about God is of final authority and what 
this was may be discovered fror.i the new TestD.l!lent sinply treated 
aa an historical record; and so to quote the Bible to show what 
this teaching was, although in fact it establishes the authority 
of the Bible, is not arguing in a circle. Secondly, it must be 
remenbered that God's '.7ord is self-authenticatine;. It would be 
strange if this were not so, and if God needed witnesses from 
outside Hinself to testify to His authority. 

Consequentl y, Christians in recognising the Bible as God's '.!ord 
use it as the source for Christian doctrine. In fact, nll 
Christian doctrines must be drawn from Holy Scripture. There is 
therefore no rea.son why we should not use Scripture a.s a source 
not only for such doctrines as the Second Coning, but also for the 
doctrine of revelation . It is inconsistent to ta.lee the Bible's 
teaching a.bout sin and judgnent and Incarnation and salvation but 
yet refuse to accept its testimony as to what is the nature of 
God's revelation through its written pages . 
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It is contradictory to a.clmowledge Christ's o.uthority as a teacher 
on divine raatters and reject His teaching about God's relationship 
to pnrt of His creation, namely His relationship to the words of 
Scripture. For Christ cl early taught tha.t the Bible is God 1 s \!ord 
and cannot be broken . 

Again it is contradictory to o.ccept the Bible as n spurce of doc­
trine, believing for exar:iple such amazing things as the Incarnation, 
the Resurrection nnd the Second Coning solely on · the · ground of the 
testimony of Scripture to then, and yet reject the doctrine of ·the 
Bible in its testinony about the chn.ro.cter of Scripture, especio.lly 
when there is such an il'Jrnense weight of evidence as to nhat the 
apostolic view of Scripture was. '.'!e know nothing (nnd can lmow 
nothing) about the future, a.bout such doctrines as heo.ven nncl hell, 
Christ's coning and future judgment, apart fro:ra the tea.chin& of the 
Bible. If we accept these basic Christion doctrines, on the 
authority of the Bible, we are hopelessly inconsistent if we reject 
the teaching of the Bible on the doctrine of inspiration. 

Yl e may conclude then thnt the Bible, being God 1 s bo6k, is utterly 
relio.ble in all mo.tters in which He intended it should be our 
teacher. If you refl~ct, you will see why God should have given us 
a book of this superno.turnl character. For hnd He not done so it 
would not have been possible for us to have the ·some religion as 
the disciples had or as .f'_broho.m or as those who heard the Old 
Testaraent prophets had. The disciples and the Israelites were in .a 
position to hear God 1 s ~7ord directly , e.nd v.ri th certainty, either 
from the :raouth of Jesus Christ Hinself or fron n prophet filled 
with the Spirit of God. But ~hnt of us? If we are to have the 
so;r;ie religion of trust and obedience we oust be in a position to 
hear the sru:ie sure direct Uord of God. But how can this be, now 
that Christ has returnecl to Heaven and prophecy has ceased? God 
has provided for it by inspiring in a supernatural way the Holy 
Scriptures which are His direct and infallible Tford to those who 
will rend then prayerfully. 

There is o. further consideration. The Christian religion is 
essentially one of faith and trust in God , but it is not possible 
to have true, utter trust nnd caln, confident fo.ith unless we have 
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been given o. reliable word or pronise in which to trust. If we 
sense any element of lm.relio.bili ty in that in which we are trusting, 
then to that extent trust becones :L~possible and we are forced back 
on our ovm resources; prudence takes the place of trust . But the 
Christian religion co.lls upon us to ho.ve utter trust in God, which 
iraplies that we oust have nn utterly reliable word. A,.'1.d this God 
has given to us in the Scripture, which is utterly reliable because 
He bas inspired it through His Spirit in a supernatural way so that 
its . words are His Hords, \-.ri thout ceasing to be the words of the 
writer. 

Again, Christianity is an acknowledgement of the Lordship of 
Christ. To take Jesus as IJord is the test of a Christian; but 
novr that Christ is returned to heo.ven how does He exercise His 
Lordship over our heo.rts, or over the church except through His 
clear and true Hord? If' He had not left us His ~ford, we could not 
obey Hin, or if tho.t \7ord were doubtful or w.'1.relia.ble, our obedience 
>vould to that extent be less than full and we v10uld have to have 
reservations in our obedience. But Christ calls for complete 
obedience wbich in turn necessitates a coopletely reliable Hord 
fron Hin. This has been given to us in the Bible. 

Again the Christion life is a life lived waiting for the completion 
of God 1 s purposes (Titus 2:12~13; I Thess. 1 : 9,10; Phil. 3:20; 
I Cor. 1:7; Ron.8 :24,25; etc.) The future is u:nlmowable unless 
God tells us about it. Han cannot predict even the neo.ther of the 
next few days with any certo.inty. Yet the Christian life us laid 
down in the New Testo.ment is o. life lived in the light of the 
certainty of the vmrld 1 s future according to God 1 s purposes. This 
is irapossible unless the Bible is the infallible \lord of God. If 
we o.re to live the life of hope and not be found fools, God oust 
give us His reliable Y.'ord about His purposes. This He ho.s done in 
the revelation of Jesus Christ and the apostles, preserved for us 
reliably in Holy Scripture through the work of God's Spirit in the 
writers. Any view of the Bible which ningles it up with unreliable 
elenents strikes at the very basis of the Christian religion. Ue 
oo.y be tha.nkf'ul that God has given us in the Bible His inerrant 
Hord, the instrunent through which He calls us to fmth and 
obedience, and through which He noulds in us the cho.ra.cter of 
Christ. It is our duty to believe tho.t word o.nd to read it 
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regulo.rly and pro.yerfully and through it to trust God conpletely 
and to obey Hin glo.dly and thus grow into Christlikeness, o.s we 
v1ai t in confidence .for the pronise of our Lord ' s return and the 
noning of His kingdoo. 
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QUESTIONS ASKED FOLLO\.'ING THE ADDRESS BY iVJR . D. B. KNO:X OH THE 
AUTHOillTY Qli' GOD ' S W'OIID 

Question 1: 

If the Bible is the true revelation of God, why is there a differ­
ence in God in the Old o.nd New Testanents? The Old Testru:J.ent God 
is a. ho.rsh judge pu..""lishing sin, lobbying for the Jews a.lone. The 
Ne~ Testament God as revealed by Christ is a forgiving Father? 
forgiving repent8d sin o.nd for a.11 people. 

Answer 1: 

The question reflects o.n erroneous heo.r-so.y vievr of the Old 'I'esta­
nent . 1Je nust retienber tha.t the God of the Old Testo.nent is the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ and of the Apostles. The Apostles did 
not chunge their raligion when they o.ccepted Jesus a.s the n essiah. 
On rea.ding the Old Testo.nent it will be seen tha.t God is there 
revealed a.s essentially a. God of love. For exo.nple, in the very 
begirLDing in E'xodus 34 He reveals His no.me, i.e., His cha.ra.cter, 
a.s llA God of conpc,ssion o.nd gracious, slow to anger, o.nd plenteous 
in nercy o.nd truth; keepi ng nercy for thouso.nds, forgiving iniquity 
a.nd tra.nsgression and sin ••••••• 11 

The ethico.l injunctions of the Old TestD.t'lent a.re fully in keeping 
with Jesus' teo.ching, e.g., Exodus 23 ~ 4 "If thou oeet thine enemy's 
ox or his o.ss going a.stra.y, thou shalt surely bring it back to hin 
a.go.inn, a.nd Jesus 1 SUDI:.lnry of our duty, i.e. , nThou shn.l t love thy 
neighbou:v o.s thyselfn, a.re sinply two quotations fron the Old 
Testru:J.ent, a.nd to give only one further instance, the Pso.lns a.re 
full of pra.ise for God's steo.dfa.st love and nercy. Yet o.t the 
sane tine both in the Old and New Testo.nents, God ho.s revealed 
tho.t He is o.lso a. God of judgnent. He does not iGIJ.ore unrepented 
sin o.nd rebellion. 
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Question 2: 

Did God stop ~Titing when H~ finished 'the Bible? Are the vvritings 
of sa.ints who hn.ve lived since then i n o.ny wo.y inspired? And can 
they f'urther reveal God's purpose? 
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Answer 2: 

In Christ God has ful Iv revealed Himself for ''in Him the fulness of 
the Godhead dwelt bodily ''. (r.otossians 2:9). ft is therefore incon­
ceivable that there should ~e anythlnq more that God wants to reveal 
to us about Himself than what He revealed when He Himself was 
oresent Incarnat e . The lives of the saints ii lustrate God's work in 
men's lives, that is , thev II lustrate (but do not add new revelation 
to) what God tel Is us in Sc~ipture of Himself, and of His re lations 
with us. For this reason qood Christian biography is most valuable 
reading. 

* * * * * * * * 
nuestion 3: 

If God controls every atom, electron, etc., in the unive rse, and If 
we are made uo of electrons, atoms, etc. , why do we have free-wil I? 

Answer 3: 

It is true that we have free wi I I (which is, of course, synonymous 
with 'wi 11 ' , the adjective 'free ' addinq nothinq to the concept; for 
a wi I I that is not free in some sens0 ls not a wit I). Rut our wi I Is 
do not have the sort of freedom that some people think we have, e.q., 
sinners are slaves to their sin because they are blinded by the devi I 
and cannot choose but to sin . Thouqh they always retain a 'formal' 
alternative, they have not ' material' alternative. Those who have 
been r edeemed hy Christ are set fr8e from the exte~nal tyranny of sin 
so that they are now free to fol low the ir 01<1n natures of which God 
is the author ; and so the reaenerate person, Insofar as he is free 
from sin, naturally loves to do God : s wit I ; but al I of us whether 
reaenerate or unreqenerate exercise our freedom within the 
sovere iqnty of God. Thi s r e lat ion of a soverelqn wi! I to a true 
secondary wit I is unique. There is nothino to wh ich we can compare 
it but we ca n see It II lu strated in our ex periencP. of pravAr for 
quidance, and in our trust for orotection. For we never imagine God 
sayino to us In reply to our prayer , "So sorry I can't help you, for 
the man you fear has free \\Ii 11 '" . The Holy Rib le t eaches clearly 
that God is soverei on, wnrkina al I thinas after the counsel of His 
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own wll I and a clear apprec iat ion of this doctrine sets us free 
for eneraetic Ch ristian servic8 . The insniration of Holy 
Scri ptu r e i s an examole of God's sove re ianty wh ich though con­
trol I ing the event does not destroy the free working of the 
natures He has made. 

* * * * * * * * 
nuestion 4: 

~1ust you be certain of somethin0 before you have f a ith? 

Answer 4 : 

Falth Is exerc ised towards that which is not seen but not to­
wards that whlch is not known. Faith i s not an uncerta in 
vAnture 7on spec ', but St. LukP says in Ac ts 1 :3 it has its own 
infallible proofs . 

* * * * * * * * 

Ouestion 5: 

Is no direct reve lation poss i b le at any stage of Christian growth 
between God and His creatu r e? 

Answer 5: 

The Holy Sp irit is in direct f e l lowshlp with the believer but He 
mediates this fellowship throu~h God's llJo rd, that is, the q ible. 
The Bible also serves as a t est of experi ence, in orde r that we 
may det ect spurious ex perience which does not come from God but 
perhaps from our own psychic nature, from experience which comes 
from the i ndwe I I I no of the Ho I y Sp Ir it. If what v:e experi ence does 
not conform to the '!Jard of God it does not come from God. 
<neut nr)nomy 13: 1-3). 

******-l<·* 

Ouestion 6: 

Is it not true that the New Testament is the product of the church? 

Answer 6: 

No oart of the q i b le is a product of the c hurch. For exampl e, · 
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St. Pau I says in I Cori nth i ans 2: 12 ;' \\le speak not in words wh I ch 
man's wisdom teacheth but which the S'"'lrit teacheth", and in II 
Peter 1 : 21 ''The Seri ptur8s were wr I tten by men borne by the Ho I y 
Spirit.· The Rible was written by members of the Christian comm­
unity but written to it, not from it. The community sometimes 
was most hostile. Jeremiah vs prophecies are an II lustration, where 
the words that tho proohets wrote were burnt by the head of the 
commun tty. 

* * * * * * * * 
nuestion 7: 

If the Albie is infal I ibl e and insoired from beainning to end, what 
answer ls to be qiven to aeologists and the I ike who have disproved 
the story in Genesis concerning the time of the formation of the world? 

Answer 7: 

God has qiven u~ the Rible for certain purposes and has used the 
ni'ltural faculties and aifts of lea rnlnq of men in doinq this. Since 
God is its ultimate author, it ls infal 1 ible and oerfect for His 
purposes. He hns over-ruled so as to exclude any mistakes that 
would mar it. This does not Imply that God of necessity must fnsplre 
It In such a way as to exclude what we would reaard as imperfections 
if the Bible is used for nther purposes, e.a., as a source book to 
learninq Greek 9rammar. In inso irin(l Genesis to teach us about God 
as Creator and man as sinner, etc., God has obviously used a writer 
who thought In \•Jays not un I i ke his contemporary cosmo I og i sts. I 
do not think that we can require of necessity thP Holy Spirit to have 
inspired Genesis so that it conformed to today 's science, but to 
final science, whatovar that miqht be. ~hat we may say is that in 
Genesis 1-3 al I errors with reqard to God and His relation to the 
world and to man have been excluded, for it was to a ive a knowledge 
of these things that God caused the Bib le tn be written. Al I truth 
which the Rib le was written to aive a knowledae of, that is, al I truth 
which the Rib le teaches, it teaches infal I ibly. Thus If we read ft in 
a straightforward way we wi 11 form a true concerit of i-;od 1 s relation 
to the world and of our relationship to Him ann to one another. 
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