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“THE ANGLICAN” SUMMARY AND REVIEW OF
SOME EVENTS OF A.D. 1962

By and large, the year 1962 was one o f much greater religious than political 
progress, both in Australia and overseas. On the world scene, the marked detente between 
the Soviet Union and the United States, as far as Europe was concerned, was counter­
balanced by an ominous deterioration o f  international morality in the Far East —  Aus­
tralia’s very Near North. At home, we Australians merely drifted in terms o f politics 
and economics.

For Christendom as a whole, the great event of the year was the assembly o f the 
Vatican Council in Rome, underlined by the presence of non-Roman Catholic observers and the 
heartening expression it produced o f differing emphases from its members. All Christendom 
should be grateful for this to the Pope, whose catalytic influence enabled these differing emphases 
to become putt
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THE ANGLICAN
AN UNFORTUNATE MOVE

Most of us will be very sorry indeed to learn tha

King’s 'school,1 <Par>i^maUa,E art̂ 'to VjpedTo the Full 
Court of the Supreme Court of New South Wales 
against the decision given for the Reverend H. W.

To the ordinary man, it might seem that there 
could be an element of implacable vindictiveness in , 
the decision to lodge an appeal to the Full Court. <

and  N A T I O N r ^ i i

I : f r s ^ iouchesthe life o f the nation is the concern 1 
— Dr Geoffrey Fisher |

ONE MINUTE 
SERMON

As far as can be ascertained, the appeal has been 
lodged on grounds both of fact and of law. ^This is

narrow the grounds which they put to the Full Court.
What every Anglican will want to know —  all 

possibilities of unworthy motives having been 
jected —  is just why the appeal has been lot 
There would seem to be two possible explanat 
The first is that the notice of appeal may have been

e is no doubt that Mr Baker’s suit did raise
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5 King’s School Council would surely agree, 
uiry into the law of the Church, if the appeal 

, and remove it from

ra*£M
to the high level of a dispassionate and disinterested 
enquiry into the law of the hCurch, if the appeal 
could be conducted as a friendly one, and the pos­
sibility of Mr Baker facing grave pecuniary loss
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oldest” and'”most responsible met­
ropolitan daily newspaper. Cri.ti-

in the past. But it has never 
placed Party before principle, or 
subordinated the national in-
Those who shape its policy can­
not be bought with knighthoods. 
The leader of the majority ap-
anmhT/sylney1 paper, the Daily 
Telegraph, whose policy is die-' 
tated by Mr Menzies’ close 
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thout significance
ported C h a
that the same Sir Frank

supported the feeble 
' inistration in 1941

o-'day. The Sydney 
Id — a lone voice 

Munich be-
i 1941, and

ciple.

change of Gov 
, and contini 

; that Christian pr
stake.”

erfi
: then

creasingly import; 
Church, 
that Mi

playing in t
sported on February 
ss Barbara Duncoml 
become a missions 

ss, graduated from t 
ity of Sydney with fir

plea

DEAN WOODS
Another welcome visitor to 

Australia during the month was 
the former Archdeacon of Sin­
gapore, and then Archdeacon 
of Sheffield, who is now the 
Dean of Windsor, the Very 
Reverend R. W. Woods. A 
brother of the Archbishop of 
Melbourne, he became well 
known to Australians when at­
tending a meeting of the Cen­
tral Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in this 
country nearly

been reached, and none is likely 
until the Standing Committee 
of General Synod meets later
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upies that office, c

himself 
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by
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with " 
which
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■1 If th< 

propositions are accepted by th< 
General Synod, then cleai 
thought must be given to the 
composition and duties of the 
secretariat. It is hoped they wil! 
be considered in terms of prin­
ciple; not personalities. There 

doubt that Australiar
lything like the American sys-
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MONEY
"Such a secretariat will cer­

tainly cost money; but there is 
no reason to believe that the 
General Synod will not gladly 

whatever sums may be 
sary. Th< 
i Anglic enerally will 

l is that the
e light of the

G. T. Sambell,

lowing until the power of the 
finally broken.

Colonel John Glenn, the 
American astronaut, circled the 
globe three times and returned
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Then why on earth, we 
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is not doing something 

' if by si
doing anythin
bushel? lTheii 
would seem 
with their ii
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of then
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of our special appeal : 
Diocese of Nakuru in

A talk with the bish
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the Bishop of Adelaide, 

h we published a fortnight
nong the most significant 
lopments of the month was 
decision of the Diocese of 
:ev to submit to a special 

of its synod a plan. f<
' lelopment ' '

Cathedral
being the mother-catl 
the Australian Church,

the redeveloj

Tie Right
rch 21, as

corned to Australia during the
Archbishop in Jerusalem, the 
Most Reverend A. C. Mac-

Our last issue of the month 
contained a London despatch 
concerning the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s future policy on 
awarding Lambeth degrees.
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in the manner c ' 1 
grees, His Grace 
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the Australian 
Theology who, long exercised

inevitable ridicule of the 
formed secular world shoi
cence, to accept ‘degrees’ eve

frequently 
efforts of f
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As it happened, ̂ it took 
brought joy

of Melbourne, sent us 
which appeared on March 2, 
about mixed academi

the moment he becomes a 
bishop, and solely for that 
reason, both lowers the true 
dignity of the conferring body 
and subtly insults the recipient.

“There is a good case as 
things are for conferring the 
highest honour of the A.C.T. 
upon those of our leaders, in­
cluding bishops, who, whether 
by scholarship, distinguished 
pastoral zeal, or manifestly out-

and affectio
md dig

. Honours conferred by
like our Orthodox 
brethren. H< 
the secular
they may often be, are noi 
be classed with tokens of 
esteem of the Church. It < 
seem to us that a doctorate 
the A.C.T. is not invariably 
best way of recognising 
honouring the particular kind 
of service which our Church 
leaders give, however. The Gene-

ig it. Why should we n<
ysten

itically?”
majority of Australian news­
papers, President Soekarno or­
dered general mobilisation in 
the Indonesian Republic at the 
beginning of the month.

Time was when general 
mobilisation by any country 
was seriously taken for what it

f the

the Com 
>f twelve

APRIL
4<w'Guinea  ̂Clemen t̂ thTt °it
v'ould be a tremendous shock 
a Papuans in Eastern New 
juinea, if the United Nations 
nd Australia stood by while 
ndonesia took over West New 
Juinea by force.
This was followed by the un- 

ortunate and slighting reference 
o His Lordship's speech by the
ailed Bishop Strong.”
After this length of time, there

’ hat° we°lsaid|n effitonal '̂we 
vere certainly not on the side
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. Sydney, 
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of court, 
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until later in the year.
Perhaps the most significant 

happening of the month was the 
celebration by the Chung Hua 
Sheng Kung Hui of its fifteenth 
anniversary. The Anglican, 
which sends several dozen copies
marked the occasion on April 
26 with special a 
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The domestic highlight of t 
year was the opening of Genei 
Synod on May 8. ^
anything like the coverage whi' 
adopted the Constitution
tan five 

its delib
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In one sense, it was a us 
synod: there were no great

“feel” of the synod itself and to
Quite frankly, even at this dis­

tance of time, we are reluctantly 
of the opinion that despite the 
good things that could be said 
about it. the synod was largely 
a waste' of time. We see no 
reason to retract any of the 
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to know. Accordingly, it be­
comes our melancholy duty to, 
record that the first Session of 
the General Synod, which open­
ed in Sydney last week, wasted 
the greater part of its time,

procedure and ill- 
prepared, sometimes disgrace­
fully drafted, legislation. They 
did their utmost to rectify silly 
mistakes of all kinds which 
should never have occurred.

edition, is that no copies even 
of the Standing Orders of the 
synod itself were available to 
members as recently as last Tues­
day—nine days after the synod 
had assembled! It may be added 
that it was impossible for the 
sub-committee especially ap­
pointed in the matter to present
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namely, that the twenty-five 
diocesan bishops were charged,
responsibility of convening and 
holding this first session. The 
Constitution quite clearly ern-
money they thought necessary 
in advance, and to make all the 
arrangements they wished. The
turned out, delegated their re­
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Standing Committee of the old 
General Synod. And that Stand­
ing Committee has let the 
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REMINISCENCES
of a

NONAGENARIAN
BISHOP

Bishop J. W . Ashton, now in his ninety- 
year, and living in retirement in M el- 

, was Bishop o f Grafton from  1921 to
1938.

This warm, personal account o f his early 
life in England, and his later ministry in 
Queensland, Grafton and Melbourne, will be
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