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•
The  fore mos t c h a ra c te r-

is tic  c  -f G o d  ' is  His lo ve a nd
gra c idus ne s s .- 'P or .e xa thp le  in
the -e a rly cha p te rs o f the :

His
name, t h a t  is  H is c h a ra c te r,
tO' Moses- Exodus
de e la re d  Him S e lf to be "th e
Lo rd ,  a  G o d  fu ll o f c o m p a s s io n
a nd  g ra c ious , ' a nge r,
a nd  ',p le n te ous in  'm o ra y a nd

'ke e ping .mercy fo r
thous a ndb,- fo r g iv in g  in iq u it y

It  is '  t : r a e , a nd we  mus t ne ve r
fo r g e t  i t , th a t God punis he s
im p e n ite n t s in n e rs , ' b t it  He  is
ve ry -g ra c io u s  to  fo rg ive  th o s e
Who re pe nt. Th is  t r u th  r in g s
like - a b e l l c le a r ly th rough
the  pa ge s .o f S c r ip tu re :
Da vid  s ings  in  P s a lm  86  .;Thou :
0 LOrd ? -a r t  a  G o d  fu ll o f c o m -
pa s s ion  Arid ' g ra c ious , s low tO
a nge r, .a n d  p le n te o u s  in  m e rc y

And in  P s a lm  103
"Ble s s  th e  Lo rd , 0 my s ouil;.
a n d  fo rg e t n o t a .1 1  h is  b e n e fits ;
Who fO rg ive th a l l  -  t h in e
in iq u it ie s ; Who a l l
th y 'd ib e a s e s ".



Gods forgiveness of
those who turn to Him in
repentance end confession of
their sins, is full and com-
plete. The Bible reiterates
this over and over again, using'
many different descriptions to
emphasise this important and
peace giving truth that God's
forgiveness is full and com-
plete. For example, Psalm 103
says "As far as the east is
from the west, so far bath he
removed our transgressions
from us," In Micah 7 we read
God "will tread our iniquities
under foot: and thou wilt cast
all their sins into the depths
of the sea." Isaiah states
"Thou hast cast all my sins
behind thy back" and in Isaiah
44 God says °I have blotted
out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and,as a 6kud,
thy sins', m d again "Though
your sins be as scarlet they
shall be as wool". And • St.
Paul states very vividly that
for the forgiven man God does
not reckon his sins to him, He
accounts him as though he had
not aompitted them. It seems
as though the Bible exhausts



the possibilities of language
to make clear to us that when
we are forgiVen, our sins are
completely blotted out from
God's sight. This is a very
blessed truth of the Christian
Gospel in which we should con-
tinually rejoice, that through
the death of Christ the fthess
of forgiveness is granted to
tlJose who confess their sins
and put their faith in Christ.

It was on behalf.of this
truth of the fulness of God's
-forgiveness that the Reformers
made their protest. You will
remember that the Reformation
began by Martin Luther chall-
enging indulgences which were
being offered to any who would
give Money towards the build-
ing of St Peter's Cathedral
at Rome.

The subject of.the for-
giveness of sins is of :.the
very essence of the gospel.
You will remember that the
comMission that the risen
Christ gave to His disciples
was .that "the forgiveness of
sins should be preached in His



name unto all nations" (Luke
24:27), so that the Reformation
was about the . centre of the
Christian message - no minor
point. An illustration that
the Protestant conflict with
Rome is still the same as
at the time of the Reformation
and that it has not shifted
its ground or subject matter
is shown by the fact that at
the end of last year Pope Paul
celebrated the conclusion of
the recent Vatican Council by
proclaiming an indulgence. .

The doctrine of indulg-
enoes obscures and indeed
denies the truth of the fAness
of forgiveness. The Roman
Catholic Church teaches that
the sins which Christians
commit are not fully forgiven
on confession. It teaches that
the guilt and the eternal pun-
ishment is forgiven ' for
Christ's sake, but temporal
punishment and satisfaction
for these same sins must be
made by us; either in this
life or in purgatory. It will
be seen:that this teaching is
not only against the Bible's



view of the fulness. of
forgiveness, but also deregates:
from Christ's work on Calvary.
For over and above the satis-
faction that He there made on
Calvary, it is said that we
ourselves :also must make
additional satisfaction, with-
out which the punishment of
our sine cannot be forgiven.. 2-

.
The Roman Catholic Church:

teaches further that this .
temporal .satisfaction and puh .
ishment which we ourselves -
must Undergo because of our
sins may - be lessened and
indeed, completely forgiven'by.
the obtaining of .an indulgence
or indulgences. These indulg7t
ences are issued by the POPe-,.
for the remission of the
temporal punishment said to be
due for our 'sins, especially
Punishment in.Purgatory. As 1i
have Said,: the historical.
cause of the -Reformation was
the granting of . such indulg .
ences in return for gifts of
money towardS the building of
St. Peter '.s Cathedral at Romp .:
Nowadays indulgences are gram -7..
ted for -a .great number of.



things. For example, for a
visit to Rome in the Ho];7Year,
or for the wearing of certain
badges or medals round one's
neck, or for certain pious
acts like visiting a church or
for the saying of certain
prayers. An official list of
things, the doing of which
obtains indulgences, is pub-
lished in Rome. Among these
is the crusade indulgence in
Spain, where a gift of money
obtains an indulgence, which
makes it appear that God's
forgiveness is very mercenary.
It effectively obscures his
character of love, who in giv-
ing His son, has provided all
that is necessary for full
forgiveness.

. The theory of indulgences
involves several errors.
Firstly, the basic one I have
mentioned, namely that in
forgiving.sins God • does not
forgive them completely, only
partially, leaving some of the
penalty for ourselves to
•satisfy for. A second error
involved is that the Church,
instead of being the messenger



of God's forgiveness by pro-
claiming the Gospel of for-
giveness, is regarded as God's
plenipotentiary, dispensing or
withholding forgiveness, so
that for a consideration it
can dispense forgiveness by
way of an indulgence. There
is also a third error on whibh
the theory .of indulgences is
based, namely the transfer-
ence of merits from .one person
to another; .for one of the
grounds of indulgences is said
to be the super -abundant
satisfaction of the saints
which remain over and above
the required amount of satis-
faction they needed for
entrance into heaven and which
is thus said to be at the dis-
posal of .the .Church to be
transferred by way of an
indulgence to those whose
merits come short of the ammmt
needed for heaven; but of
course merits cannot be totted
up in this commercial sort of
way. At this point another
error enters, for the truth is
that neither our merits, nor
the merits of the saints, can
get anyone to Heaven.. We who



would enter: Heaven must trust
in Christ alone, His merits
alone are the ground for
entrance there.

.. The theory of indulgences
goes closely with the theory
of. purgatory, for indulgences
are primarily for the purpose
of remitting punishment said
to be required in purgatory.
But purgatory has no basis in
Scripture, and is thus an
imaginary place. Similarly,
indulgences have no basis in
Scripture, but are based on
unscriptural tenets such as
the transference of merits
from one Christian to another,
and especially on the concept
that in forgiveness God does
not forgive all the p_nalty.
This as we have seen, is
contrary to the clear language
of Scripture.

It is true that God En a
father chastens His children
whom He loves, in ardor that
they might recognise and be
sorry for their sins and
might grow more like their
Saviour Christ; but the doc-



trine of purgatory and of
indulgences is something
different. It is not connected
with the chastening of a loving
father, but with the penalty
imposed by the judge. However,
this penalty, , the Bible
teaches, has been fully borne
It7. Christ. As St. Paul says
"Christ has redeemed us from
the curse... having become a
curse for us"(Galatians
and as Isaiah puts it "The
Lord has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all" (Isaiah
53:6).

The Roman Catholic Church
makes a distinction between
the forgiveness of those sins
committed after baptism. For
those sins oammitted before
baptism Ihat church follows
the Bible teaching that there
is full •forgiveness; we are
required to make no satis2Lotion..
ourselves, but all the penalty,.,..
whether eternal or temporal,
is forgiven thrbugh the death
of Christ; but for sins com-
mitted by Christians aftni
baptism, it teaches that part
of the penalty is forgiven for



Christ's sake and part is not
forgiven, but has to be satis-
fied for by ourselves, mostly
in purgatory. :.This satisfact-
ion,it is said, may be remitted
by the Dope, through the
obtaining of an indulgence
granted for a oonsideration of
some good deed or another,
such as 'the wearing of a
medallion, Or the saying of
certain prayer's in a church
belonging to, the Franciscan
Order,

However, the Bible
knows no distinction in the
forgiveness of sins, nor- has
it any teaching that we have
to satisfy for some part of
our sins ourselves i much less
that the Church can dispense
with this satisfaction by the
issuing of an indulgenee. All
such theories have no basis in
cripture. In fact indulgences

were unknown for the first
1,000 years of Christian
'history - till 1095 A.D. It
is much to be desired that the
'Roman Ca.tholie Church should
return to its teaching about
the full forgivenebs of sins



committed before - baptism
(which accords with Uao Bale)
for the forgiveness of all
sins, for then it would have
no need of a purgatory or of
indulgences. The Bible knows
of no distinction in the
degree by which sins before
or after baptism are forgiven.
We should remember that it was
about the sins of Christians
committed after their baptism
that the Apostle John wrote
"If we confess our sins he is
faithful and righteous to for-
give us OUT sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness"
(I John fT7T, and again, "If
any man sin we have an
advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous,
and He is the propitiation for
our sins" (I John 2:1f). This
is the Bible doctrine of for-
giveness, that all sins,
whenever committed, are for-
given by God freely and com-
pletely if we turn from them,
and confess them to Him,
asking for mercy and forgive-
ness. The basis of that for-
giveness is the complete sat-
isfaction that Jesus Christ



has made for our sins by His
death on the cross. When God
forgives sinners for Christ's
sake He forgives them com-
pletely, not partially. He
puts those sins behind His
back, He blots them out as a
thick cloud from His sight.
He does not take accountcf the
fact that we have committed
them and so, freely forgiven
by Hi 7,race, we have peace
with God.
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