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“ﬂ“{your new book of re ord\ was taken by one of the chiefs and speared to .
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‘&HE Ehurch o Uganda, Angllcan, celggr"ted 1ts 100th anniversary

this year. ThlS is our hundredth year 81nce\the good news of Jesus

Christ reached Uganda through the missionaries of the church of England
in 1877. That church begun very well, but it wasn't long before that
church, young as it was, hardly having put down any roots at all, was

caught in a:peysecution in 1885, barely ten years of church life. In

X

that persecutlon our flrst Bighop, Bishop Hann1ngton§w u'h ave: Iﬁgm G

R T e kb e

death st the command of the king of Uganda. Then after him hundreds of

Cﬁristians were mirdered by the same.king whose father had invited the

rissionaries to come. The father died and then ‘the young son was ill
adv1sed by those who- did not love Christianity and he started the exercise

of eliminating all Christians from the map, which he could have done very _ -
easily_bécause there weren't many in those days, the church had just

begun within the past ten years.

Aﬁbng these matyrs the church will remember three boys. The youngest

_eleven and the oldest fifteen. These- boys were Worklng in the palace of

‘the king. Then the young klng\ﬁas 1ncensed W1th his ego and whozused

the'eltlzens.51mply te satlsfy his needs. He wanted these boys to serve

him in his perverted way The boys refused, which had never been done

in the hlstory of the country; No one bad ever said, "Wo," to his

“majesty the klng; If ymu said ne, you knew it would cost you your head

immediately. The three boys said, "No. We will serve your majesty in
any other way you choose, but not in any service which goes against our

faith with Jesus Christ." Immediately the king was oubraged and he

decided that the boys should be put into prisom. (Because of “their age f o
|
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efno one in the palace, “hot even thelflpérents understood what it was “which

So, they put them in priscon and then they'broughtﬁhem back to the
court of the king, the palace was all astir, no one ever had heard
a thing 1ikelhat, and the boys stood. They were given another chance,
and the boys firmly, gently, with real joy and power; they repeated
their firm decision. "We will serve in any other way except when service
goes against our newly found Jesus Christ." So, they were taken, their
hands tied behind their baﬁks, they were led f;om the~palacenwith-a‘mdb
of non-Christians behind them brandishing their clubs ana knives; and
the three little boys'wereZEIRed four miles to the place of their
execution. A big fire had been made, bundles of dry wood were prepared
in which to put their bodies and burn them. The boys werﬁgiVen the last
chance to change their minds. The parents were in tears, "Why don't you
bhange your minds and go back and serve his majesty? Then you will

save yourselves and stay alive.® The boys said, "Impossible. We

can't serve him exeept when service does not oppose our faith in Jesus

Christ.®

In other words, these boys had discovered a strange way of looklng

at llfe. They had discovered a strange powefjwhlch no one in the communlty, xf
: : . |

was making these boys act the way they acted. They became a mystery to

their own people. If you 1like, they really were qtrangers in thelr own

\people and 1and. At least they acted very strangelv, 80 the executlogiimﬁwyjlﬂf

et i e e

put the boys in the bundles of dry‘wood,1§§@§:§3j§E§§fEZd thelr arms
chopped off and then they tied their bodies and they were going to throw
them into the fire, but before this terrible thing happened the boys were
singing a song which is now in our hymn books, marked "The martyrs song."

The song was a translation of a hymn from the Old Testament and the refrain

i



éf this hymn runs, "Ch that T had Wings such as ange#lis have, I would have
flown and been with Jesus." They kept singing this.as they were taken
-and thrown into the fire. They died? that was 1885.

' Again; they were not the only ones but fhéir storj comes out méfé
conspicucusly particularly because of their age. They put on this
beautiful fight and died in the fight, and do you know what happened
_ that day? In the evening,zunder the cover of the night, forty adﬁltg_"
.ﬁent to the missionary'Alexandér MéKai,'and théy Séid to him; he was sick
“with malaria and depression expecting his turn ﬁb'ééme for the king fb
take him and kill him. Remember, at that time the British had not yet
mede Uganda their colony, brought Uganda_under their éaministration. The
missionaries were there long béfore £he colonial pdwers came, deevexﬁ
McKai received forty adults and they sald, “Missionary, we want you to
baptise us. Seeing the boys die the way they died, singiég we accepted
their God and we have come to ask you to baptise us." The three boys
" died in a berrible way, if you like in a very tragic way, and ﬁere are-
forﬁv adults becoming Christians onn the same day, because you see, the
three boys d1d not dle traglcally, 1et us bhe change the vocabulary.

'  When the'boys stood When they spoke in the name - of Jesus, when: they - 7 : ‘P<§

sang their way into the fire, that was not tragedy at all, it was simply ‘jf'

a repetition of what took place outside the eity nearly two thousand . _ fsé’lw :

."'fy:gar:s ago. . _ | ' . q\&)

When a lonely figure, Jesus, carrying a piece of wood, the cross,
which we have made ndW'into a sign of beauty, a sign of peace, on that
day when the saviour +took it upon his own shoulders and it was too heavy

because he kept falling under its wéight, and he reached a place called 

Calvary where they put him on the tree and thev'burned h1m1‘ ﬂru01f1ed hime

i S
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Was that tragedy? Yes, it seemed tragic to Peter and to John, and
to Thomas, and Batholemew, and the women on that day as they looked
at the dying saviour, the dying master after whom they had followed,
with whom they had stayed, whom they had listened to, whom they had
seen doing wonders among the people. To the small band &f disciples‘it
couldn't have been more itragic. It was a heart breaking experience indeed,

but it was a tuming of history from that moment of Good Friday when the

eternal Ood who had our humanity on him, swept his arms silently, bowed"
his shoulder silently, ahd succumbed as it were, under the loéd which he
carried. That was the turning point for human history. From that Good |
Friday a new hub was established in its center around which all the
experiences of life ﬁere going to evelve, and re%olving took.plége. A
new direction was established.

So you see, the little boys in Uganda =did nét die tragically,

PR S

they szmply re-enacted what happened at Calvary centuries beﬁame. =Do you

see the three boys belng marched behlnd tlem a mob brandlshlng ¢lubs e
e
and kniveg, and the three little, weak, helpless boys steadlly mov1ng nmmmwj

!

sto the place of executlon. May I palnt a verse on them?f John 12:25,

e e by T
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he Jesus sald "Unless a graln of wheat falls 1n prepared ground and
dies there, it remains a helpless, single, isolated grainn But when it
falls in the prepared ground and dies, what happeﬁs?“ What happengs
when it‘dies? The Lord Jesus Christ had a beautiful way of using simple
things ﬁo bring out the whole truth. He says, "It ceases to be a single
grain. It loses it's inability to reproduce. It steps from the realm
of isolation into the realm of ﬁultiplicity. It becomes an exciting
grain. It can no longer be alone. It loses its helplessness.® This

is Christianity at its best. It then produces numercus other grains,
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" that's why Christian writers have repeatedly said, 'The blood of the

b

martyrs is the seed of the church.'! What seed? Not a seed in the bud,

not the seed for consumption, but a seed for multiplicity. A seed which

?ﬁ*g

has ability to:bring other seeds. —52;%iﬁr

That happened in Uganda at the beginhing of the church, and now
Uganda has got 3% million Anglicans, people who claim to belong to‘the
church are more than'3% million. Qou}dﬂyqu_have expected that from
such,beginhings as those? Could yoﬁ have ékﬁéctéd that there was
likely to be a church of that multitude whéh'its believers faced foul

execution, herrible experiences. That's exactly the meaning of the £ e
A, e R }_H.W..mm,,} PR

f_mfffffifgﬁt now we have grown into twentJ diocese, twenty two Bishops

of our own, an Arch~Bishep, second to the Ugandan Arch-Blshop, an excited

- man of God, thrilled by the good news, and a man because of the good

news hag fallen in love with the people #f Uganda, his own people. To

him life was no longer important except as it witnessed the good news of
i the grace of God, and in that good news of the cross of Jesus Christ he /
had caaght a vision of what is the value of cne 1ife of wan. You see, i

é
o imy dear friends, the cross which I am g01ng to share Wlth _you the messgggﬂf
S .
§ @f the gospel, because the toplc of our m1551on 1s\"The cross im-a changlng <§5“”“”-'
' ‘?;a,&r,m

world, and our v1ctory through Chrlst " which is the toplc of our mission. hm%v@am}
-

What an ex01t1ng ‘topic. Bub what a costly toplc. o @Aﬂéﬁ rO g

gff' - We ended our century of celebration Wlth anxher martyr, not one, thefe

g have been Ugandans already who have died. The reassn why the story of ocur

é dear Arch-Bishop éomes out because he was the leader of the whele church A
i of VYganda, Ruanda, Burundi and Zaire. Milli@ns of christians. Then he

ldied and shall we say tragically? He was shot dead taken from in front

'of me on the 16th of February. Broad daylight, eight Bishops, and he was g

i
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led from infront of us into a room. On the pretext that he was going

to have a conference with President #min. The whole day was full of
shouts; "Kill them. Take them away," and so on. Not only Bishops but
anyone who was considered dangerous to President #min. Our Arch-Bishop
died because he stood where the master stood. He stuck out his neck and

made presentations again and again in writing and in person to President E ,;ﬁ :

A2

Amin, pleading with hir to change his destructive policy under whiéh_"
lliterally thousands and thousands of innpcent'Ugandans had died. My
own church is full of widows whose ﬁﬁsbéﬁds died. Schools are full of
orphans whose parenfs'had been taken and mﬁrdered, dragged from their f;wﬁg
ears, dragged from,ﬁheir homes. I have found myself praying ﬁith them. |
A little baby L baptised a year ago in a neighbouring pastorate, the fatheri
a young business man, staunch sﬁpporter of the church, a Christian man ﬁho
had organised some womderful meetings in the city, in the town, was taken

from his wife and child, Sunday afternocon, he was murdered a few yards
away and his body was taken away and never seen agasin. Four days later

his wife delivers another baby.

- I remember my'wife and I-qomiﬁg through the twwn. When the lady
saw our car $he sent a young man, her Erdther—iﬁ-iaﬁ, ﬁCall the Bishop.ﬁ
I came in and she couldn't say a word, she simply fell on the floor and

wept her heart out. Phen we took her to the home. The little girl I had

baptised seeing me CDme,-thought I was daddy. When she realised I wasn't
dsddy, she nearly went mad. Then the lady gave me the baby to hold in my -
hands and play with, in this beautiful home where the husbsnd is no more.

these are the circumstances which kept driving some of us to make
(o
presentations to Amine ToﬂFest against these things which were making life

|
/
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a nightmare. Because of that the “rch-Bishop was takep and murdered and }

i : i .
| _some of us had to leave. Then what aboutmjgg_ghgxgﬁzméHas the church

succumbed? GCan it gonﬁinué? Can you go on ﬁreaching the gospel under
these destructive ciruumsténées? Yes, |

i'm going to tell you one more story. On the 20th of February,
when you people were praying for us. When you remggered on that Sunday
the Arch#Bishop, because the news went around the world-very fast in 2
matter of hours, sqxthaﬁ day when you weére praying remembering what had
happeﬁed, and every denéminatioﬁ prayéd'for us throughout Burope, Australia,
America, New*Zeaiand,‘Asia,'and everywhere. That very day, h,SOO
uhristians drove, walked to St. Paul's Cathedral. It would have been
the day'éf his funeral but the:govérnment refused us to see his body.
The grave in which he was going to be buried, alongside Lhe grave of
Bishep Hannington, remained open. I was sbtill in the city on that day
and we decided to leave the grave opens Let the Christians come for a
memorial or a thanksgiving -service for their Arch-Bishop and see the

empty ‘tombe So. they came, they packed out the church, four thousand

e

five hundred of them. Six Bishops were lésding the service on%haﬁ beautiful ;

Sunday. Endeed; it was beaﬁﬁifﬁl,.danger was in the air everywhere, agents
were running around among these people threatening, but the Christians
came, packed the Cathedral out, sang as never before. There was a
miésionary who was in the cbngrégation and 1atef she told me., there

was .hardly a dry eye, but I thought we were going to heaven. The singing.
After the preaching done by one of the Bishops, the crowd went outside and
stood silently around the open grave. The former Arch-Bishep read from

the New Testament, from the story of the angels to the women when the
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angels said, "Christ is not here. He has arisen." And I am told that |

S

as soon as those werds were said the entire congregation burst into a

spontaneous song oi praise, agaln and again and again, 51ng1ng the .

!L_-w—w.. S—

{ martyrs song.| This is the church of Geod. This is the church under

et o
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pressure, but not succumbing. Persecuted but not thrown down, harrassed

but not left alone, yes in Pain but not in despair. The church on the
@r'.‘ ) ' .

/ ¥ .
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xdﬁﬁyl”’—.—EEE§“E§I§b ated the eentenary year on June the thlrtleth, crowds of

them gathered in Kampala to celebrate the climex of the centemnnary which

is June the 30th, the day of the hundred yéars. I am told by the eye-

fwitness again that 25,000 Christi:ns gathered, most of them spent two
gdays and nights sleeping out on the hill of the Cathedral called the. g
%hill of peace, and they sang, and they prayed all night, then they 2
%celebrated on the thirtieth by having & procession threugh the ciiy.
EThe Bishops in their robes,‘the priests all in their robes, the young 1
people with bands and drumm and crosses, they sang through the éity,
25,000 of them. T am tokl that. the pr0cessionIWas go powerful that the
~ President Amin allowed his polica'band tq join-thepq_ So he too said,
gomehow, that they must join the processién. 5o, ﬁhis is the church of
Christ aé it is. They are evangeliéing Uganda Aike nad, they are telling

the story which I am going to read in a few words then I will leave it © [
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you to consider.

5432~wﬂ'2%?fuul Corinthinns 1:18 says St. Paul as he writes to these Christian brothers Aif
W/
o
in the city of Corinth, "The word of the cross is to those who dre

perishing, who are on their way to . » foolishness." 1In other

words, those who are on the way to eternal isolation from God who makes —



life meaningful, to those it is foolishness, the cross is foclishness.
To those of us who are being saved i1 is the power of God. The cress
the power of God? Paul you must be mad, you are really confusing us,
the cross cannet be power. A helpless person hanglng w1th the nalls in

his hands.* A person who cannot even dere a fly from hls oun body, dare

et

you to say that that is God‘P Unless you epplaln I don't understand.

'He.goeS”Qp vs;215‘ “Though since the wisdom of God, the world through
its wisdom did not come to knc4}od, CGod was well pleased thmough.the

foolishness of the message preached to save those who believed. For

indeed, Jews the religious people, asked“for signs as proof of the presence
of God. Religiouslpeeple are slways after signs, wonders, so that those
wenders aﬁd-signs may prove that yes, God is here. That's why religions
wanted signs and wonders. Okay, so the religious usually go for signs and
wonders as proef, the Jews were not exceptions.

What about the othersy the Greeks, the sophisticated, the clever,
the philosophers, seek for wisdom. They look for a reasonable answer

to the COmplieations af“life. They look for logic in their experiences

Which shaﬁﬁer_men'and quen. You can't blame them-bécause they are

serious. They want to make Sénse out of Iife. They want a reasoned and
a reaseénable way bf making sense out of this 1ife. You can't blame them,

they wrote beautiful works, and books on wisdom, on good life, on

'moralitj, on all these wonderful subjects, they wrote about thems

S0, Paul says,"Two categorles. The religious usually go for signs
of wonder because they are looking for the presence of Goed. The clevey,
sophisticated, the philosophers look for logic in life. Meaning in

experiences." Now he goes on and he says, "Listern to what the cross is to
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both groups. We preach Christ, the one crucified, to the Jews, the
religious people who are seeking wonders, a stumbling block." Why?

Because a Jew, looking for power, demcnstration of miraculous movemegfﬂwwjga
. R

of Jehovah,to say to him that that criminal{¥Tike ] 1) hanging on the

cross is the Messiah, you see the Jew shaking his.head, deeply offended,
absolutely outraged. You hear him saying, "Can you make sense out of
that? My life is confused and. you point me te a person who is bleeding

in violence, and saying that he can make sense out of my confusion?

You want +o add confusion to already confounded confusion?®
It is foolishness to the Greek. What ebout you and me, believers.?

Paul Gets a little excited and this is what he says, "But to th@se who
are called, those whom God has given invitation to come to him. The
called one.% TIs thai your position in the church?_ Have you ever lnown
that you are one of those specially invited guests into the grace of

God? Does it excite you? 8t. Paul says, "But to those whom God has
invited, whom God has extended his gracious.invitition, te those who

have responded what is -it? Both Jews and the ‘Greeks, Christ is the power
of God; and the wisdom of Ged." How- dld you.come to that conclu31on
"Oh; let me tell you it is very easy. You come and listen. I wWas on the
road to Damsscus one afternoon, absolutely up in amms, full of anger
because I was outraged by these peeple who preach a crucified me551ah.

In my zeal as a good Jew, a trained pharlsee, a graduate of Gamalleﬁgﬁ Eg}
College, a full blooded Hebrew, s citizen of Tarsus, . was simply

determined to bring to an end this terrible infectious heresy. On the

road to Demescus, all keyed up, all up in arms, determined, seething in

anger and actually suffering from inside for no one can hate and get away
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with ite. Bemember, 1o one can hate in the heart and get away with it."
Paul was a sick person as he was, trotted along the road tco Damascus.

He was on & destructive mission. As he came near Damascus an unexpected
interview ﬁas weitiﬁg-for him, for as he came round the corner, heaven
opened, smashing lights surrounded him, and in the middle of the light

a confrontation. What was the confrontation? TYou reach these issues

you don t have to search very. hard 1t s all there. In confrontation

it is Hlm, Jesus, whom_you are persecutlng. Jesus who vou are persecuting
Paul. An angry man torn apart by his anger and resentment and bigotny;
A segregationist of the first cless.. He based i%1 on theology and there
are people who ere still doing it teday. T can't put my hand in yours
bbcause your'theology is not right. I can't greet you because vou don't
carry the same label as mine. Wes, I love Jesus so much that I dare not
greel you.

| I am using irony, but there are still people who hate one another

in the name of Jesus Christ. They have not yet been brought to the

gross. They.know it theologically bﬁt it hasn't operated on the person
_1n51de.. Paul in the 11ght underwent an operation, only’the hand which

A _ wounded .

operated on Pagl was thé eﬁﬁy hand. A hand wounded for that man. Cut
to destroy Jesus, then Jesus recelves him, opens hlm,up, love smashes
~the walls, forgives the sins of hate and murder, liberates this Jew to
become. go full that in the end he speaks with almost madness. He was
called mad by those who observed his enthusizim.

Paul turned round and he said, "The cross which used to offend, which

was a stumbling block has now become the only of God. In it I have
discovered the invitation of the leving God, Who so loved me that he gave

himself for me. I now am a captive of that love. Everything for that love.
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Everything has now become lost in comparison, surpassing glory of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Iord." Corinthians 3:7~11. My what a
change. The man wWas narrow, now he is open wide. The wan had a center
the center was Saul, now the genter is Christ, afliberated man. The man
was Saul the Jew, now he is Paul the Christian open for more. What &

change. The wisdom of Gods Now he can see the meaning of life, now

he can see how 1o relate to other people. The Greeks received a new

meaning, other Jews Bave received a new meanlng, the Africans, the
Ameriéahs, the blacks, the bTOWnS, the pinks, oh yes, they have all
completely received a new value, why? Because Christ died for them and
when Paul's eyes were opened he saw not Jesus hanging helplessly on the
cross, he saw eternal léve embraeing a broken humanity. Eternal, 1ivihg
Jove embracing bleeding hearts. Those sparks of mercy.

Do you know that from that momant that the gospel, Paul became the
gospel of love. Can you imagine a greater change than that. Oh yes, he
discovered that God loved and loved until he died because he loved too

much. If you wanted,to wrlte a good accusatlion flttlng what Jesus was

'g01ng through on the cross, the fittlng accusatlon is not 'the klng of

 the Jews’ that is what Pllot and others thought, The proper accusatlon

as far as we are coﬁcerned should be, 'he is guilby of loving too muchs’

‘He loved until he forgot himself inhove and he came and paid the price

amts

of love. And When love goes as far as tha#,now this is the gospel for yom

e AT oy
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Eplscopallané:‘ﬁhen Tove goes as far as that_i hhen love goes through

e R T N Y B i
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%o the point of death and through death; then there is nothing in you
which that love cannot redeem. There is mo broken experience which that

thve cannot heal. There is not deep need which that love cannot reach.
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1 1885, you ean stand as my friend Andrea who died in Burundi in a bloody
i

iy,

A B

'fnggative.
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There is no broken relationship between you and any person in this world
which that love camnot, reconcile and keep, therefere, the cross has
become the starting point, the continuing point, and the ending point for
he sits on the throne as the lamb slain before the world ever w begun.

That is Jesus, the glofified bu#;till showing his wounded hands,

bleeding for you and for me. The cross is victory, the cross is not

It is the greatest positive experlence that you fing thaﬁ

the diﬁine plan has ever brought to us. Once you are caught in it, Paul

says, "0nce yoﬁ discover the wisdom of God and the power, then you can

You caﬁ‘stéﬁa“iiﬁgwﬁhe Boggwﬁho died in

e IS —

stand, like Arch~Bishop Janani,

revolution foltr years ag¢ when the revolutlonary soldders came to his

school, rounded up his students, shut them in the compound of the school

then called fndrea, the teacher, "Come, we are going to kill you."

Andrea was led away from his home, and he stood, ithere were a number of

soldiers with their guns ready to shoot him, and he said, "Would you give

me a chance to say something?' and they said, "Say on guickly.! And this

isZWhat-Andréa said, a committed éhristian, a school teacher about thirty

:th years~01d with a.ﬁifé and three children. He looked them in the eye

and he said, "I love you. Two, I love my country I am not a traitor.

Three, may I sing you a seng?" 8o, he stood there and he sang four stanzas

of a well known hymn in his mother tongue to these soldiers who were

hig countrymen. And the song is a well kno&?song in the English bocks,

translated into the Kirundi language. ®Out of my bondage, sorrow and sin,

Jesus I come, Jesus I come. Out of my misery into your wealth, Jesus i

come, Jesus I come to you.' Again and again came the refrain "Jesus I

When he finished he put his arms down and they

come, Jesus I come.!t
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shot his dead. He is still speaking. He died, but he is still speaking.
The cross can make .a coward a warrior. The cross can maoke trembling

hands, act and work. The cross makes missionaries do. You all are H;’

T R oM e RT3 s S T e

enlisted missionarigg.? You donr't have to cross the Atlantlc, there are
bleeding people next door, there are lonely people in your country, there
are tired ones in your community, they need the tonch of the wounded hands.
Are you open? |

The cross in a changlng world 1s the only remedy for human meeds
whatever they'are. Open, and I know mlracles Wlll take place Is your

faith tired? Need refreshment, then come to the cross that is where

tlred faith is mended and renewed. Are you alwajs ashamed to talk aboutb
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Jesus {},the tjplcal Eplscopéllan way)fmay‘t give you a hint or two, if
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you want to speak very wei]l, please turn to Calvary, you can't lock into

his blessed hands without feeling flre in your soul, and you tongue will
be bu%ﬁing with little messages. You dod't have to be special, all you
hagve te do is just look at Calvary.

So God bless you, the cross is the only place that can set you on
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flre.gﬂgt did 1t for Paal, and he was very cold, 1t can do 1t for you.w;mdgﬁkgw_ -



