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Books to chart an 
honest course

GBRE presents a list of the 200 most 
significant religious books on 
market September-December, 1971.

See lift-out supplement, this issue.
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The synod season is upon us. Hobart, 
Adelaide, Riverina, New Guinea all generated 
news this month.

In Adelaide, RACE ISSUES were well to 
the fore, with South Australia’s Premier (Mr 
Dunstan) asking synod to ask his Government 
to make a statement of its abhorrence of 
apartheid, and six other motions on racial 
questions before the house. (See Page 3).

—THE FORTNIGHT'S NEWS
In Riverina, the synod is to meet again on 

October b m an attempt to finalise the 
ELECTION OF A NEW BISHOP. The 
meeting this month which tried to resolve the 
matter was inconclusive. (See Page 4).

New Guinea’s synod, its first ever, was 
“almost lively” in the words of Susan Young. 
A full rejjprt on this sy nod will be published in 
the NEXT ISSUE of “Church Scene.”

From MELBOURNE where synod comes 
up early this month, Gerald Davis reports that 
the first meetings of the newly-created 
regional conferences have put the focus on the 
DYNAMICS OF REFORM. The conferences 
were well-attended, good-humored meetings 
where a will toward reform was most evident. 
(See Page 4).

From Brisbane, Des Williams reports that 
the enthusiasm which greeted HANS KUNG 
in Melbourne and Sydney was repeated. (See 
Page 3).

The Church Missionary Society released a 
claim this month from Perth’s Professor of 
Sociology that Aborigines at Oenpelli were 
the victims of a “SLOW GENOCIDE” from 
liquor. Anglican Press Service reports on Page 
3, and we comment on Page 2.

Church Scene is owned and published by Stockland (Holdings) Pty Limited, cnr Queensberry and Peel Streets, North Melbourne, and printed web offset by Warwick S. Griffin, 414 Glenferrie Rd, 
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comment 
The Church and 
Women Priests

Traditionally, the Church, if she has not set her face 
like a flint against the ordination of women as priests, 
has at least never given any encouragement to the idea 
of a female priesthood. The reason for this traditional 
attitude is not difficult to find. Neither in the religious 
assemblies of the Hebrew people nor in the affairs of 
the early Christian community did women play a 
dominant role. Both the Hebrew nation, where 
priesthood was reserved to men, and the Christian 
church were patriarchal societies. Furthermore, in the 
patriarchal milieu, women were expected to accept a 
status of permanent inferiority; and in religious matters 
became a sort of appendage to their husbands. Small 
wonder then that a favorite benediction of the Talmud 
read: “Blessed be God who has not made me a heathen, 
a slave, or a woman.” Later, in the 13th Century, St 
Thomas Aquinas witnesses to the continuing inferior 
st|dus of women when he declares that women are; 
“incapable of receiving the eminence of degree that is 
signified by priesthood because of their subordinate 
status”. Further, even in comparatively recent times, a 
traditional prejudice concerning the status of women 
still prevented many young women with brilliant minds 
from being given due recognition in the Universities of 
the world and impeded them from entering the 
professions which at present they frequently adorn.

Today, fortunately, all this has changed. In our 
contemporary secular world, women have come of age. 
The role of women is seen increasingly as being 
complementary to that of men and no whit inferior. As 
medical practitioners in our hospitals and judges in our 
law courts they have proved themselves to be 
competent, skilful and humane. In a confused world, 
Mrs Gandhi gives leadership to a nation of over 
500,000,000 people with notable skill, panache and 
charm; and Mrs Meir, one of the elder statesmen of the 
world, with remarkable astuteness directs a small 
nation in one of the worst trouble spots in the world.

The urgent question for the church today is 
whether it can continue to deny positions of leadership 
within her ministry to women of ability who genuinely 
desire to serve her. No longer can the priesthood of the 
Church without question be assumed to be solely a 
male preserve. The theological, sociological, and 
psychological arguments against an acceptance of 
women priests within the Church are no longer 
completely convincing. Even the Apostle Paul who 
declared that “women should keep silence in the 
churches” was probably reflecting the contemporary 
society rather than laying down permanent principles 
for the ministry of the Church.

At least the question whether the traditional 
ministry of the Church should be opened up to women 
should be looked at cooly and rationally and in the 
light of the pressing pastoral needs of the Church.

The important thing, however, is that in this matter, 
as members of Christ’s Church, we should seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit radically and with informed 
and critical understanding and do not just turn 
somersaults in a despairing attempt to be relevant to a 
confused and apparently unheeding world.

frmk Cuttriss reports <w Ltmii faith and Order tonfereatei

What kind of unity?
SYDNEY: We hear a great deal about "unity" in discussions in both religious and political circles. But are people always thinking of 

the same meaning when they use this word?

This was one of the major questions which 
exercised the minds of the theologians of the Faith 
and Order Commission of the World Council of 
Churches when they met in Conference at Louvain, 
in Belgium, from August 2 to 13.

The theme of the 
Conference was “The 
Unity of the Church and 
the Unity of Mankind,” 
but the basic question 
had to be faced whether 
the underlying assump­
tion of such a subject 
involved an attempt to 
equate two concepts of 
unity which are really on 
different levels of human 
experience.

Ktfalk

was

Conference

'T

— Ivor F. Church

Liquor at 
Oenpelli

The Church Missionary Society, which was 
considerably helped in the act by the Anglican Press 
Service, deserves commendation for providing quick 
publicity for a claim by two sociologists that 
Aborigines at Oenpelli had been inflicted with a 
liquor retailing outlet near their settlement against 
their will. (See “Genocide by liquor,” page 3).

Many who do not themselves adopt a position of 
total abstinence will concede the right of a 
community to exercise a local option that liquor will 
not be sold in its area. How tragic it is that this right 
should be denied to a community for no apparent 
reason other than that it is non-white! And given the 
proven fact that at this point of time certain 
aboriginal people find it a bigger problem than do 
many other Australians, the charge of genocide by 
brewery has some strength.

It is pleasing that a Government investigation into 
the matter was quickly announced. Let us hope it 
leads to action.

The Commission was 
attempting to integrate 
its theological studies 
with the work of other 
Divisions of the World 
Council. This is impor­
tant if the Council is to 
avoid the pitfalls of 
making theological pro­
nouncements unrelated 
to the social and political 
issues which are shaping 
the modern world.

And it is equally im­
portant if the opposite 
error is to be avoided, 
namely, ill-informed 
action by the Churches, 
action which may not be 
based on sound theologi­
cal foundations.

The
divided into five groups 
to examine the various 
aspects of its theme. 
Each member was allo­
cated to one “Section” 
and one “Committee.”

The Sections dealt 
with the following sub­
jects, all subsumed under 
the main theme of “The 
Unity of the Church and 
the Unity of Mankind”:

1. The Struggle for 
Justice in Society.

2. The 
with Living Faiths.

3. The 
against Racism.

4. The Handicapped 
in Society.

5. Differences in Cul­
ture.

It will be observed 
that each of these sub­
jects encouraged an out­
ward look. Dr Lukas 
Vischer, the Director of 
Faith and Order, warned 
us of the danger of being 
a merely “narcissistic” or 
inward looking Church — 
and still more of the 
danger of becoming like 
a sick man, watching his 
bodily functions 
dining, and limiting his 
activities to conform to 
his shrinking abilities!

Encounter

Struggle

de-

It may be asked Elements, 
whether there could be 
any real unity in a group 
of such diverse religious, 
political and cultural 
traditions. It may seem 
that the “Christian 

jects as well as the Hope” is merely another 
matters dealt with in the Utopia.
Sections. _

For me, there is no 
The five Committees in spite of all

used as resource 
materials a number of

be asked

and

whether 
specially 

blessed bread and wine 
set apart for us as an act 
of Christian hospitality 
and brotherhood. But 
whichever was the nature 
of the outward action, 
the inner significance was 
for me “holy com­
munion” on a very deep 
and moving level, across 
some of the most pro­
found barriers

or 
were

me

the differences and even 
conflicts, there is an un- found barriers — re-

preliminary studie? on derlying unity of the ligious, political and cul-
the following subjects: Church, and there is an tural — which exist in the

J------- -x—r world today.
Church, and there is an 
underlying unity of man- 

vi. Authority of kind. I found a number
the Bible ;- gf assurances of this in

2. “Worship Today recent journeys into the
’ ’ Common Market

Countries, into the Head­
quarters of World Com- 

3. “Baptism, Con- munism, and into the 
firmation and the Eucha- capital city of the British 
rist”; “Ordination”; and Commonwealth.
“Beyond intercom-
munion ”; In Mostow

JI LTU-UJ', 
Catholicity and Aposto- 
licity”;

Market

Con-

Intercom-

4. “Common Witness 
and Proselytism"; “The 
Council of Chalcedon";

5. “Bilateral 
versations”;
Union Negotiations. ”

? Con- 
" Chur ch

One particularly tell- 
j example of this 

occurred in Russia.

On Sunday, August 
29, I, an Anglican priest, 
was standing in the con­
gregation in Trinity 
Church, Moscow, a small 
but historic and beautiful 
Orthodox Church on the 
Lenin Hills just near Mos­
cow University.

in

and

In addition to the 
wide range of material 
covered in the agenda, 
there was also a more 
widely representative 
group of particpants than 
ever before. As well as 
Protestants
Anglicans, the member­
ship now includes a sub­
stantial number of 
members of the Eastern 
Orthodox Churches — 
Greek, 
Armenian, Indian, and 
various others. Moreover, 
a number of Roman 
Catholic theologians are 
now members. In 
addition to these new 
dimensions, 
been 
strengthening of the re­
presentation of the 
“Third World” —, the I was not certain 
churches in Asia, Africa whether these were part 
and South America. of the consecrated

number

Russian,

members.

there has 
considerable

of

Vi

I was being accepted 
as a brother Christian 
and a brother man within 
the Eucharist of this be­
lieving and worshipping

The priest invited me 
and another visitor, a 
German, to come inside 
the Sanctuary, behind 
the great ikonostasis, to $1000 immediately, 
witness more closely his * a further «Rinnn celebration of the Eucha- lurtner ;^1UUU
rist. After the consecra­
tion of the Elements, we 
were surprised by a 
gesture of deep Christian 
brotherhood, when the 
deacon brought to the 
two of us, though we 
were not members of the 
Orthodox Church, bread 
and wine, and indicated 
that we were invited to 
partake of it.

I

the

congregation in the midst 
of a secular city.

Cardinal Suenens, 
Primate of Belgium, said 
at the opening service of 
the Faith and Order Con­
ference, “The Church is 
placed by God in the 
world to be the sign and 
the heart of the unity of 
mankind.”

In spite of the 
divisions in the world, 
and in spite of the 
divisions in the Church, 
experiences of Christian 
fellowship reaching over 
deep human divisions en­
courage me to believe 
that these words of Car­
dinal Suenens sum up the 
call and the promise of 
God to His people.

—Frank L. Cuttriss

Suenens,

of

il
I»

1
I

(

1

(

I
I 
(

"Don't blame the 
preacher"

ADELAIDE: The Rev. Peter Hopton, rector of 
St Jude's, Brighton, found himself in the columns of 
the two Adelaide dailies recently, following a frank 
statement he published in his parish news.

The statement was not to have a profession- 
one which he had earlier ally-run fund-raising ef- 
made to a vestry meeting. - — 
He said:

* Parish funds were 
$1300 in the red.

When he leaves the

fort. The result is that the 
average weekly pledge in 
this parish is now less than 
a doUar.”

* When he leaves the He went on to ask 
parish shortly, stipend whether the church’s 
and traveUing allowances members were asking its 
to the new priest would priest to accept sacrifices 
have to be raised by some they rejected themselves.

1

I
I

1

(

1

1

(

1

1
1
1

1

*
would be needed for 
renovation and repairs to 
the rectory before a new 
priest could be asked to 
move in.

“I hear that some 
people hold the view that 
if I were a better preacher 
we would have no serious 
problems, financial or 
otherwise,” he wrote.

“I believe that our 
present financial difficul­
ties arise from the fact 
that in 1969 we decided

“The News” reported 
some congregation 
members were shocked, 
Mr Hopton reported it 
had had the effect of 
stirring enthusiasm for 
better fund-raising.

In a later statement to 
“Church Scene,” he said 
he hoped his statement 
would provoke discussion 
on the roles of clergy and 
laity in the Church. If the 
Church were to survive in 
the 197O’s, this was badly 
needed, he said.
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Stubborn problems

However, many stub­
born problems within the 
tradition Faith arid Order 
themes still await a 
creative approach. We 
therefore were all in­
volved in the work of the 
Committees which dis- 
cussed this range of sub-

Adelaide Young Anglican Fellowship provided a 
tableau at the Adelaide synod this month. Pictured 
is the scene of a mock vestry meeting which was part 
of the show.

Young people scored another point in synod, 
apart from the opportunity to present the display; 
18 year olds will now be eligible for election to 
vestries in Adelaide.

Echoes of Luther
GENEVA: Efforts by Christians in Worms to 

persuade the Vatican to rescind the excommunication 
of Martin Luther were termed "meaningful in many 
ways" by the General Secretary of the Lutheran World 

---------------------- Federation, Dr Andre'Appel. At the same time, he said
t t e etJF they viewed the issue "only on ajuridicallever and did

mmC emeo em not take into account the fact that Luther's initiative
aUU SrTtKUs\ Kus wasthe expression of a real desire to reform the church.
mmm m m UUU (Pope Paul recently rejected a request for a "final

LONDON: Series III Holy Communion, the latest English rite of holy communion, was published on September 17. word" on the edict issued by Pope Leo X in 15^ 
, • f£> •°n branding Luther a heretic and pronouncing him.It IS essentially a contemporary language revision of Series H. excommunicated if he did not retSnt his teachings,'

Series III is not yet “Thee” and 
approved for public wor­
ship, but it is expected 
that the English General 
Synod meeting in Nov­
ember will be asked to. 
approve it, provisionally, 
with final approval in 
February, 1972.

The Series II liturgy, general 
which is widespread used 
in Britain, has been 
authorised for use up to 
July, 1972, when ap­
proval for its use will lapse 
unless renewed.

The structure of the 
new liturgy is the same as 
in Series II, but the words 
used are, as far as possible, 
current usage words.usage

-G.C.D.

1

“Thee” and “thou” « 
become “you”, “thine” 
becomes “yours”, and so 
on.

The Liturgical Com- > 
inission had faced a 
delicate task in revising 
the words of consecration 
where there had been 

that 
greater stress was needed 
on the uniqueness of 
Christ’s sacrifice, and the 
words “we offer” (which 
the Convocations and 
House of Laity had 
excised from Series II in 
1967), should be avoided.

The end of this prayer 
now emerges as: “There­
fore, heavenly Father, we

feeling

of

do this in remembrance of 
Him ; with this bread and 
this cup we celebrate His 
perfect sacrifice made 
once for all upon the 
Cross.”

The words of ad­
ministration are: “The 
Body (Blood), of Christ 
keep you in eternal life.”

A. conscious attempt 
has been made to use 
scriptural expression as 
far as possible (literally 
hundreds of times), and 
whether it is because of 
this, or because church­
men have become more 
used to contemporary

the

language in liturgy, an 
early consensus is that 
some outstandingly 
poetic use of language 
makes this service part­
icularly attractive.

Meanwhile,
London “Church Times” 
in an editorial, notes a 
number of points which, 
it suggests, need con­
sideration before final /or “priest” throughout 
approval is given: ■

Criticism, however, the Gloria in 
there may well be for the tinctivelythere may well be for the tinctively lower 
alterations in the Creed (God’s glory is not now 
(“we” for “I” believe, allowed to be “great”);(“we” for “I” believe, i ” ..___
“seen ” for “visible, ” and for the leaving of the 
the omission of “in- blessing as a merely 

optional extra.
the omission of “in­
carnate”); for the in-

adequacy of prayers for particularly those aga,inst indulgences and papal 
the departed; for the authority.)
inadequacy of the Con- Dr Appel said, "The significance of the present 
secration Prayer on the request lies in the fact that it comes out of the structure 
key idea of sacrifice; for of the Catholic Church itself, the Catholic Church 
the inadequacy of the 
provision for the con­
secration of the elements, 
if additionally required;
for the curious sub- , , . , „
stitution of “president” could come only from Rome.

f Although Rome through a growing number of 
the second half of the theologians is discovering a new image of Luther, 
service; for the putting of according to Dr Appel, the consequences of this 
the Gloria in a dis- attitude still remain to be seen, especially concerning

Rome's position in regard to the 16th century 
Reformation. He termed this "the question underlying 
the request of the Church Council of Worms".

Council of Worms, which is made up of both laymen 
and clergy."

Lutheran churches have taken a "reserved" attitude 
toward the matter, he said, believing such an initiative

EPS
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Aborigines
nGenocide by 
liquor", claim

SYDNEY: The Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Western Australia, Prof. Ronald Berndt, last week accused liquor 
interests of genocide of a tribe of Aborigines on a mission station in the 
Northern Territory.

His statement was re­
leased simultaneuously 
by the Professor in 
Western Australia and by 
officials of the Church 
Missionary Society 
Sydney.

The accusation arose 
out of a visit by Pro­
fessor Berndt and Dr. 
Catherine Berndt to 
Oenpelli Mission Station, 
150 miles east of Darwin.

After returning from 
the visit. Professor 
Berndt flew to Sydney to 
confer with the Rev. 
Stanley Giltrap, Secret­
ary for Aborigines with 
the Church Missionary 
Society, and Mr. Peter 
Carroll, a linguist at 
Oenpelli.

Professor 
statement says: “A 
liquor store has been 
operating on a mining 
lease at the East Alligator 
River Crossing, on the 
edge of the aboriginal 
reserve, since late 1969.

recent

Berndt

visit,

I
I

T Ï, ;

in

Berndt’s 
says:

“Within 
months it has proved 
more attractive to local 
Aborigines,' and the 
results have been dis­
astrous.

“Almost half of ab­
original wages, pension, 
endowment and trainee 
payments pass into the 
hands of the store’s pro­
prietor. Family hfe is 
disrupted, and the chil­
dren neglected.

“There 
emotional vacuum, and 
many of the adults are 
well on the way 
becoming alcoholics.

“Continuation of the 
present state of affairs 
spells genocide — just as 
surely as if the people 
were being massacred. 
The only difference is 

ACC call 
under fire

LAUNCESTON. Tas­
mania’s synod last week 
disassociated itself from 
the call by the Australian 
Council of Churches for 
peaceful demonstrations 
against South African 
sportsmen visiting Aus­
tralia. s

The ACC call was 
made in connection with 
the Springbok Rugby 
tour of last winter.

Voting was almost 
unanimous, and no mem­
bers of synod spoke 
against the motion.

Mr W.A. Bethune, Tas­
mania’s Premier and lay 
synod representative for 
Hamilton, said the timing 
of the ACC call was 
“irresponsible and an in­
citement to violence,” 
and that the cancellation 
of the cricket tour by 
South Africans had been a 
“defeat for the forces of 
democracy.”

THE

and

1 s an

to

CANTERBURY
BOOK DEPOT
22 Leigh Street, Adelaide, 
5000.
Phone: Sl-2544, 51-5392

For:
Cards — Stationery — 
Theological and General 
Books.
Church Altar Supplies.
please call, ring or 
WRITE.
Your inquiries will receive 
Immediate, courteous and 
knowledgeable attention.
All profits are returned to 
the Australian Board of 
Missions.

El

A

against the background 
of rapid social change.

“For over 30 years 
the aboriginal people 
have been told that their 
tribal lands were reserved 
for them as part of the 
Arnhem Land Reserve.

“The mining develop­
ments at Nabarlek have 
shown them this is not 
the case.

“Although 
others will benefit from 
the immense mineral 
wealth, the aboriginal

that in this case it will be 
slower.’ 

The
Giltrap said last week: 
“This liquor licence was 
granted by the Northern 
Territory 
authority over the objec­
tions of both the mission 
and the Aborigines them­
selves.

“The situation as des­
cribed by Prof. Berndt is 
not exaggerated, and we 
want the Australian ... .................
public to know about people’ at* Oenpelh'’wTu 
it.” •

Mr. Peter Carroll, 
hnguist for four years at ___
Oenpelli, said: “The pro- psychological 
blem of alcohol among .......................
aborigines at Oenpelli 
must be considered

Rev. Stanley

licensing

immense

many

be

not receive any direct 
financial benefit.

“This has created a 
problem 

which is leading many to 
turn to alcohol.”

- APS

J’- >

This was the scene in St Peter's Hall, Adelaide, when the synod met this 
month. Bishop Reed is presiding.

Kung wowed
Brisbane too!

BRISBANE: Fears that inviting Hans Kung to Australia was a fitting subject for 
investigation by some mythical Un-Ecumenical Activities Committee would seem, 
to be groundless. Or so it seemed in Brisbane. Most people realised that Dr Barry 
Marshall invited him to Trinity College four years ago, long before his book 
"Infallibility” was even mooted.

For his only public were plainly evident and 
lecture in Brisbane, the it was obvious that the 
University’s s' 
largest lecture theatre was 
crammed to overflowing. 
The hall-ways were 
crowded • out, all the centrality to the church’s 

life and purpose, and then 
answered questions for

hall-ways

second good sisters were present 
in large numbers.

Dr Kung spoke for an 
hour on Jesus’ absolute

window sills were oc­
cupied and at least one 
question had to be passed another hour, 
in from outside. The 
number of Roman Catho­
lic priests present was 
hard to determine; many 
may have been sporting 
collar and tie. But the 
habits of the Roman nuns

Race issues Jominate

a

New book on 
evangelism

SYDNEY: The Com­
mission on Evangelism of 
the Anglican Church in 
Sydney has released-
150-page book on the 
extent to which the 
church has penetrated 
society.

The book, published 
by Anzea Publishers and

Adelaide synod
ADELAIDE: Questions of racialism arose 

in seven different agenda items at the 
Adelaide synod this month, to provide a 
highlight of proceedings.

Bishop Renfrey, the stan moved that one), 
SA Premier (Mr Dun- left the synod select 
stan) who is a synods- committee on race in 
man, Mr R.R. Millhouse, being to continue its 
two lay synodsmen, and work, 
the Rev. John Fleming and expressed concern 
were the people who that assisted passage im- 
proposed the various migration was not ex­
motions. tended to non-whites in

Australian ] 
policy.

Stipends 
Adelaide clergy were 
lifted by synod.

The new scale is 
$3200 p.a. for rectors, 
$3015 for priests in 
charge, $2500 for assis­
tant curates, and $2300 
for assistant deacons.

Travelling (including 
car depreciation), and 
accommodation allow­
ances where applicable 
are additional.

Synod also set up a 
social questions com­
mittee to operate along 
the lines of existing 
committees 
other dioceses.

theology, it would have 
been passed with acclama­
tion”.

There may have been a selling” for $1.30, in­
re-think on the morrow, eludes devastating 
but the remark was 
evidence of the progress 
in ecumenical under­

Brisbane,

the

ecumenical 
standing in 
amongst the theologically 
erudite at any rate.

Dr Kung deeply im­
pressed the staff and 
students of St Francis’ 
College where he stayed 
during his short period in 
Brisbane before he left for 
New Zealand.

His only other public 
engagement in Brisbane 
was an invitation lunch­
eon in the university Staff 
House. Here he evoked 
the sympathy of his 
hearers as he related his

BATHURST: A new and very lively manifestation personal story and the 
of ecumenism has began to flourish in the diocese of difficulties experienced 
Bathurst recently. by a theological reformer.

rp. J xv i — Des. WilliamsThis is the formation — -
of the Central Western 
Theological 
which
Bathurst and Orange. Al­
ready there are 65 fin­
ancial members, com­
prising a very wholesome 
mixture of clerical and 
lay members of all de­
nominations.

Quarterly meetings of 
the Society alternate 
between Bathurst and 
Orange. The first
quarterly meeting in
June was addressed by 
the Rev Norman JVebb, generally - in the life of 

the priest, in the Ministry 
of the Word, in small 
gatherings of Christians 
and in ministering to the 
poor in spirit.

“The emphasis on the 
- - various presences of

m Liturgy at St Colum- Christ,”hesaid,“wasanew 
ba s Roman Catholic and brave ernnhasis of 
Seminary at Springwood, 
near Sydney.

Fr. Geraghty address- tfjg various presences of 
ed a very well attended .................. .
meeting of over 60 ___  __  ______
people on the Jopic of filment of the various 

modes of the presence of 
Christ, but Christ is not 
present in the Eucharist 

Geraghty ¡n an exclusive way.” 
X meeting of

The atmosphere was 
quite extraordinary. As 
one observer put it, “If 
someone had proposed a 
resolution that re-union 
be effected to-morrow on 
the basis of Dr Kung’s

Ecumenical move
at Bathurst

While Fr. Geraghty

eludes 
criticisms of the tra­
ditional means of evan- 
gehsm used by churches 
in Australia.

It draws attention to 
the changing nature of 
society today, and the 
need for application of 
the message of Chris­
tianity to modem man.

The book is the result 
of a three-year inquiry 
into evangelism by a 
nine-man Commission on 
Evangelism, 
by the Synod of the 
Diocese of Sydney.

Chairman
Commission, Archdeacon 
John Reid, launched the 
book at a VIP and Press 
Luncheon at Diocesan 
Church House in Sydney.

_____ - APS

appointed

of the

Millhouse’sMr 
motion, endorsing the 
statement of Bishop 
Reed that a cricket tour 
by South African whites 
this year was inadvisable 
was withdrawn s the 
tour d been cancelle; 
by the time synod could 
consider it.

The other motions 
backed the Church of 
the Province of South 
Africa an;hoped it 
would achieve its pur­
pose of stamping out 
apartheid.
called on the Premier of 
SA and Prime Minister 
to state their abhorrence 
of apartheid (Mr Dun-

an;hoped

Federal

for

is

in some

Tasmanian proposal to reinforce 
mIa nt IniRir ~ statement lor"WC Un lOUj g non-eniscopal church” chum

LAUNCESTON: Important proposals for change in many sides of diocesan life in Tasmania 
were made in a special report to Tasmania's synod last week.

Among the proposals A large amount of «,_______
synod’s sitting time this argument will be taken

That the diocese accept year was given over to ' 
and act upon a Lambeth consideration of the re- 
’68 Report statement that port. Much of the dis- 
the ministry roles of cussion took place in 
clergy and laymen were committee. 
equal in status. Synod decided to

That synod be supple- receive the report, and

admitted that the theory

meaningful in its time as 
an explanation of the 
presence of Christ, he 
expressed that presence 
in terms of the con­
temporary philosophies 
of existentialism 
phenomenology.

He stressed
the presence of Christ in 
the Eucharist could not 
be understood indepen­
dently of the presence of 
Christ in the Church

Society of transubstantiation 
based in

The 
meeting

Master of Wesley College 
in the University of
Sydney.

At a second meeting 
last week at Bathurst the 
speaker was the Rev Fr. 
Chris Geraghty, Lecturer presences

and

that

and brave emphasis of 
Vatican II. The Eucharist 
dramatises and celebrates

*
mented by creation of referred it to a special 

■ ’ ■■ ■ . - . con­
ferences to be cadled to 
consider it in detail, and 

enlarged; for to the diocesan council 
the southern and cathedral chapter

structive. Much of the theology behind it “was 
I fashionable in the 

1960s.”
“Next year will be the 

interesting synod, 
appears,” the Rev. Mar­
shall Potter told “Church 
Scene.” “That is when

in
into account as the select 
committee continues its 
work.”

The Rev. Ken Ansell 
of Hawrah, commented 
to “Church Scene” tha 
the report and appendices decisions may start to 
were “a splendid state- come. Many of us hope 
ment for a non-episcopal that further consideration 
church.”

He added that the

it

a splendid state-
three regional synodical round of deanery 
conferences on which lay 
representation would be 
greatly 
instance, 
archdeaconry conference which are to study it also.

’ ’ ' ’ Next year’s synod will
again consider the report, 
and the select com­
mittee hasbeen asked to 
further its study.

Reaction to the pro­
posals was quite mixed 
Mr Brian Banks of Ulver- 
stone, who as chairman of 
the select committee 
presented it to synod 
commented:

“The standard of argu­
ment was excellent and 
the opposition was con-

will be given to the report 
in the meantime.”

SECRETARY/MANAGERESS
The position of Secretary to the Bishop of North 
Queensland and Manageress of the Diocesan Book 
Room will become vacant from November 1, 
1971. Competent stenographer required and 
experience in Christian literature desirable, but 
not essential.
Apply with references, stating age, previous experience, 
etc. to:

membership would com­
prise six clergy and the 
archdeacon, plus 18 lay­
men.

That stipends all be 
paid from a central source 
instead of by the parishes.

A select committee, 
appointed by synod last 
year, made the report, 

the Theological Society which was 18 pages long. 
....................... - ; H contained as an

Christ in the world and is 
thus the climax and ful-

“The Various Presences 
of Christ in the World.” 
In the course of his 
lecture Fr. C 
spoke of tran- 
substantiation which, in 
view of Archbishop will be held in Orange It contained as 
Loane’s recent stand, has early in December. appendix a draft bill to

enact its more important 
- Peter Camley proposals.

Fr.
o f select

Archbishop will be held in Orange

become a controversial 
issue once again.

The Bishop of North Queensland 
Bishop's Lodge, 

Townsville, Queensland, 4810



Page 4 - Church Scene, September 30, 1971

4

I, t-

I

%I*

7 .)•

<<
This was part of the scene in St Peter's Cathedral, Adelaide, for a recent 

Rock Mass. Co-incidentally, the Adelaide Rock Mass took place at the same 
time as St George's Cathedral, Perth —the home of rock masses in Australia this 
year — was holding a quiet evensong with a small congregation. At least it was 
quiet until an incendiary bomb was thrown in the door.

Riverina synod to 
meet again Bishop election 

inconclusive

Melbourne to 
face the 
dynamics of reform

MELBOURNE: When Melbourne diocese decided to set up three areas of episcopal care to 
give its co-adjutor bishops a geographical responsibility it decided to set up an annual area 
conference to help the regions find common cause among their disparate deaneries and parishes.

From late winter until in Melbourne synod de-- them were discussed for 
the middle of this month, bates last year, and the lack of time, 
a steady stream of meet- drawing away from strict But this is detail,
ings took place. The synodical form proved to The big question was
Western Region (Geelong, foreshadow what hap- whether the synodsmen, 
and Melbourne snorthern pened. who attend the early days
and western suburbs) ” . .. . - ...
moved first, with arch­
deaconry 
held in 
Coburg, followed by a 
two-day regional con­
ference at Williamstown.

The Southern Region conferences) did a fair bit 
(Mornington Peninsula of benign steering, 
and southern suburbs) 
and Central Region(east- aMnJag
em„ north-eastern and agenOOS

NARR ANDERA: The diocesan synod, having failed to decide upon 
the choice of a new bishop, is to meet again on October 6, to try to 
finalise the decision.

Four men were ordinary business was 
nominated for the bishop- transacted, 
ric, but repeated ballots TZ„   
failed to produce a clear concerned 
decision.

Election of bishops in
Riverina is by vote of
synod. of Deniliquin, “that

The synod, held this Anglicans bring pressure 
month 'was j--'-»« - -
devoted to the election, 
but a limited amount of

men were

The only real debate 
_____-.-.«J Religious 
Instruction in Schools. 
This was sparked off by a 
motion from Mr Basil Silk 
of Deniliquin,

mamly to bear upon members of 
, the Parliament of NSW to 

see that Special Religious

Instruction be continued 
in Government schools?

Synod was told that 
groups in the community 
— teachers’ groups, and 
the Humanist Society 
were named — were 
making an all-out effort 
to have RI replaced or 
abandoned. The motion 
was carried after a lively 
debate.

»>

appointment, you 
moving into 
entrenched
Most people feel strongly 
one way or another. It 
appears most 
change, in fact.

What will happen to 
the Regional Conferences 
in future years? It is clear 
that with enough reform 
proposals and controver­
sial motions, they will 
thrive. Pre-digestion of 
these things is the role 
they have found very 
quickly.

But will the swag of 
reform proposals hold 
out?

Will the pressure for 
reform which the regional 
conferences seem to be 
providing bring its own 
distortions?

Or will the speed with 
which reforms will now 
be possible in Melbourne 
produce a reaction to­
wards conservation ?

Areas for reform will 
remain for the rest of this 
decade. Liturgical reform 
will not be completed 
until at least 1980, it 
appears, but then liturgi­
cal reform has in the past 
been a sporadic move­
ment 
decade or so, then a 
century or more of sleep.

And you can’t go on 
changing things at this 

A . ..... , - rate for ever without
Arnott, blessed new buildings at the Church of England finally doing ridiculous 
Boys Home in Enoggera last month. things.

The buildings, stage The three stage build- 
two of the building pro­
gram and comprising a 
two-storey block with 
the kitchen, dining room 
and general purpose hall 
and an accommodation 
block, were opened by have a new residence 
the Queensland minister 
for Health, The Hon. 
S.D. Tooth.

The new 
will cost about $250,000 
and the State govern­
ment contributed a 50 
per cent 
buildings were 
free of debt.

in Melbourne synod de-- 
bates last year, and the 
drawing away from strict 
synodical form proved to 
foreshadow what hap­
pened.

Synod standing orders of synod in big numbers 
were assumed, and then 
gently ignored in detail,

and fade as synod draws 
on, would bother to 
attend the regional con­

cise (the bishops, except ferences; and what they 
that a layman was used as 
co-chairman in two of the

conferences ^vnn^ i^hmavu m uwan, 

Geelong and and the chairmen in each

are 
areas of 
tradition.

favor

would do when they go 
there.

The answers are that 
attendances were very 
large — a higher propor­
tion of members present 
than is usually true of 

Huge agendas went to synod - and they had a lot 
to say, usually in good 
humor,' and that num­
bers of people who do not

some south-eastern sub- IZ-e,- _________ -
urbs, plus the Dandenong each conference, with a 
" ' - ” ’ common to all

three. Plans for hmitation 
of clergy tenure, and a readily speak in synod felt 
change in detail of parish less inhibited in regional 
status and synod member- conference. 
ship were sent to all three, 
with the hope of prepar- 
ing for informed debate in
synod next month. Perhaps the reasons

Further, motions to are easy to see. When it is 
go before synod of which proposed to radically 
notice had been given overhaul initiation prac- 
were sent to the confer- tice, and make far-reach- 
ences, although few of ing changes to clergy 

Archb'p blessed

Ranges) followed.
It would be hard to 

conclude other than that 
these conferences were 
each a most encouraging 
success.

Originally, it was pro­
posed that they be known 
as “synodical confer­
ences”, which tells you 
both that the members in 
each case were the 
regional synod members, 
and that they were 
planned to run along 
synod lines.

The “synodical” part 
of the name was dropped

***

sw
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DIOCESAN CHURCH HOUSE, GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY 2000

. 4 ify

new buildings
BRISBANE: The Archbishop of Brisbane, Dr F.

energy for a

luc mice siagc uuiiu- > , *
ing program will mean LOOSO 
the replacement of all 
the old wooden buildings 
at the Home 
modern brick ones.

The third stage will

with

for. the superintendent 
with a general office 
attached 'and another ac- 

buildings commodation block with 
a sick bay. The comple­
tion of the program will 
mean that 100 boys can 
be accommodated at thesubsidy. The

opened Home.
R.T. ST JOHN

Fellowship director
“There are now 20,000,000 refugees in the world. 

They are our brothers in need.
Let us reach out towards them in their hour of 

distress, showing them the Christian compassion 
that springs from the heart of the gospel. 

On October 10th I am launcping a Relief Fund, the 
money from which will be applied to certain 

specific projects (help for Southern Sudan and for 
Pakisti^n refugees) but wilt also be available to 

meet sudden and unexpected 
disaster in the world around us. 

In this way evangelical contacts in many parts of 
the world will be able to provide direct help to 

those in need, and we in Australia can know that we 
have held out'our hands to our brethren in 
trouble and have shown them that we care 

i in Christ’s name.”

Give to
THE ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY’S

to visit
SYDNEY: The Director of the Bible Reading 

Fellowship, the Rev. G.I.F. Thomson will visit Australia 
during October and November.

His program includes Sunday, October 17 and 
preaching in ^St Andrews speaking at a public rally 

in the Chapter House, 
chaired by the Arch­
bishop of Sydney, on 
October 18.

Mr Thomson will visit 
Newcastle, 
Wangaratta, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Perth and 
will speak on the role of 
the Bible Reading Fellow-

Cathedral, Sydney on 

Missioner 
to visit NZ

The Rev. John 
CHAMPMAN, Missioner in 
the Anglican Diocese of 
Sydney, will visit New 
Zealand later this year for a 
month of dialogue evange­
lism. From September 10 to ship and the arrangements 
October 5, he will engage in " " ’ ’ ’ •
dialogue evangelism in pri­
vate homes, and speak at 
evangelistic rallies, 
itinerary includes three 
church missions

While he is over­
seas, the Rev. Brian Telfer 
will continue to direct the 
Department of Evangelisnx

Canberra,

The

for the Jubilee Celebra­
tions to be held in 1972 in 
each city he visits.

The Fellowships’ Aus­
tralian representative is 
the Rev. Canon kErnest 
Cameron of North Curl 
Curl, NSW.

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY

SUMUCR SCHOOL 1972

* January 20-27.
* CMS Conference Centre, Belgrave Heights.
* Chairman — The Rt Rev. G.B. Muston, Bishop of 
the Southern Region, Diocese of Melbourne.
* Bible Studies - The Rt Rev. A. Stanway, Deputy 
Principal of Ridley Theological College.

Application forms now available from:

CMS Office, 
203 Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne, 3000.

It is hardly likely, but 
Melbourne may have 
uncaged a tiger. Perhaps 
the final reform in the 
present rash will be to put 
it back again.

Meanwhile, 
bourne’ synods are going 
to be interesting for some 
years to come. And the 
proponents of reform 
moves in the early 196O’s 
— Archbishop Woods was 
notable among them - 
can now see they were 
anticipating a real require­
ment.

What other dioceses 
with plans for episcopal 
subdivision can learn 
from all this is, however, 
far from clear yet.

— G.C. Davis

may

Mel-

can

Fund Raising ... Church 
Clubs, Societies,
Youth Groups. Use the 
beautiful

AUSTRALIAN CHRIS­
TIAN
CALENDAR 72.

50c
* Turnover style, lA’/z” x 
S'/t” when open
* Nine full-color Australian 
scenes
* Two main months shown 
on each page, plus month 
before and after
* Suitable for both local 
and overseas mailing
* Generous full-width lined 
space for notes
* Die-cut Christian greeting 
and Bible text visible 
throughout the yer
* Phases of the moon given 
* Public holidays for every 
Australian State clearly 
marked
* Heavy<]uality illustrated 
envelope
Attractively presented — a 
useful and practical Aus­
tralian gift calendar to truly 
express your greeting and 
convey a sense of Christian 
fellowship wherever it is 
xnt.
Available special terms for 
quantities to churches and 
organisations under “fund 
raising” programs. Details 
onrequestt. . .enclose 30c 
for advance sample.

LANTERN HOUSE 
PTY LTD

PO Box 25, Burwood, Vic., 
3125

Phone: 288-7280

FRIENDSHIP

*

11
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IT
FOUNDERTHE FOUNDER OF 

CHRISTIANITY by C.H. 
Dodd $5.00
This 1970 portrait of the 
historical Jesus is by the 
scholar who was Joint 
Director of the NEW 
ENGLISH BIBLE. Bishop 
Robinson writes about it: "If the New English Bible 
represents the crown of his life's work, this could be said to 
be its distilled essence ... with a sureness of judgement and 
an economy of line that I found breathtaking ... It is a 
relief to be able to recommend a study from .. . the 
front-ranking English-speakirtg NT Scholar that is solidly 
grounded as well as being eminently readable."

r..

INTERPRETING HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE BY Paul R. 
Clifford $6.95
This book may be used in 
two ways. As a mature 
scholar's constructive and 
very impressive attempt to
explore the frontier of

'll

iteri )n‘ti ng
litui1101

empiricism. As a survey of 
the discussion of religion 
the third quarter of the 20th century. Is there a real self? 
Are there real values? Is the transcendent mystery of God 
experience in human life? Paul Rowntree Clifford here 
argues with power and in some detail against the acceptance 
of narrowly secular assumptions. We need, he concludes, an 
open-minded empiricism.

$9.40

significance

The 
(iroiindwork 
(rfChristian 

. Ethics
THE GROUNDWORK OF 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS by 
N.H.G. Robinson 
This book will be of 
lasting
because, in an area of life 
rife with controversy, it is 
marked by the balance 
that characterises a really 
mature thinker. Professor ' " ’A'»«»
Robinson rejects the fashionable reduction of ethics to 
emotionalism. He believes in natural morality, but not 
necessarily in natural law; and he accepts creativity in all 
morality. The contribution of Christianity is unique; not an 
affirmation of natural morality, not its eccentric supple­
ment. It is a reorientation of the entire moral existence of 
man.

FIFTY KEY WORDS BOOKS

HARVEY COX

THE SECULAR CITY $1.00
ON NOT LEAVING IT TO THE SNAKE 

$2.00 
hard $6.70 

paper $2.20
THE FEAST OF FOOLS

^1. Fifty Key Words: Theology F.G. 
"Healey $1.40

2. Fifty Key Words: Philosophy Keith
Ward $1.55
3. Fifty Key Words: The Church W.
Stewart $1.55
4. Fifty Key Words: Sociology David
Martin $1.55
5. Fifty Key Words of the Bible Julian
Charley $1.55
6. Fifty Key Words in Comparative 
Religion Sharpe $1.90

LUTTERWORTH

Ute Lord From Heaven 
Spirit of the Living God 
Ministers of God 
Apostolic Preaching of the 
Biblical Doctrine of Judgement 
The Abolition of Religion

Cross

TITLES B Y LEON MORRIS

.85

.65 
. .95 
$3.25 
$1.40

.45

New Testament and Jewish
Lectionaries

Revelation
Thessalonians
The Cross and the New Testament
Studies In the Fourth Gospel
Glory in the Cross
Story of Christ Child

$1.05 
$2.95 
$1.55 
$5.90
$5.90 

.90
$1.90

...TiSliI
r

I ,

f
new akmf Jesus? 
wäowsfewwh? Z

Í

1 
I

GBRES Anglican Bookshops
MELBOURNE PERTH
323 Bourke St. Cathedral Sq.

BIGGEST in MAIL ORDER!
II
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THE DEVELOPMENT DEBATE by C. 
Elliot
An admirable guide to the ever-changing 
debate about the development of the poor 
nations $2.35
THE RICH CHRISTIANS AND POOR 
LAZARUS by HelmutGollwitzer

BURNING QUESTIONS by Edward H. 
Patey, Dean of Liverpool.
A forthright examination of some of the 
problems facing society today. Abortion, 
Censorship, Drugs, Race War. $1.90

$1.30

CHURCH IN A MARXIST SOCIETY: A 
CZECHOSLOVAK VIEW by JJVI. Lochman 

$4.90 
MARXISM IN THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY by Roger Garaundy $4.70 

CHRIST AND THE WORLD RELIGIONS 
by Charles Davis
Religions do not meet each other. Religious 
men do. Charles Davis has given us an 
invaluable briefing for such an encounter.

$4.70 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND OTHER FAITHS 
THE CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE WITH 
OTHER RELIGIONS by Stephen Neill

$5.40 
THE CHURCH IN TRANSITION by Dewi 
Morgan $2.35
the CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE 
MARXIST CRITICISM OF RELIGION by 
H. Gollwitzer cased $3.90

paper $1.55
WORLD MISSION AND WORLD 
COMMUNISM ed. by Gerhard Hoffman, 
Wilhelm Wille cased $2.80

paper $1.30
RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF

IN THE

J.B. PHILLIPS TRANSLATIONS 
Th« N«w T«etam«nt in Modem English 
Th« N«w T«stam«nt in Modem English for School« 

$2.00 
The New Testament In Modem English leather 

$3.25 & $2.66
Th« Goipel in Modern English

$5.00

$0.60

ecumenism
THE LONG ROAD TO UNITY 
by Marc Boegner

GROWING INTO UNION by C.O. 
Buchanan, E.L. Mascall, J.I. Packer, 
G.D. Leonard

$5.65

$2.85

paper 
MISSION

THE FUTURE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH by A.M. Ramsay, L.J. Suenens. 
Lectures by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Cardinal Archbishop of Malines and 
Brussells to a seminar for Bishops of the 
American Episcopal Church, highly 
significant ecumenically both for the

Episcopal

remarkable similarity of outlook and for the 
quality of the material. $3.35

THE ANGLICAN 
ECUMENICAL
DOCTRINE AND RITE FROM CRANMER 
TO SEABURY by E.P. Echlin, S.J.
This pioneering book is a carefully 
documented study of Anglican Eucharistic 
doctrine as it developed from the 1549 
Service of Archbishop Cranmer to the 
Communion Service of 1789. $7.70

EUCHARIST 
PERSPECTIVE:

IN

pioneering book

SURVIVING THE FUTURE by Arnold 
Toynbee
"A Wise Book" — Church Times $6.25
POLLUTION AND THE DEATH OF MAN 
-THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF ECOLOGY 
by Francis Schaeffer $0.90
ORGAN TRANSPLANTS: THE MORAL 
ISSUESbyC. Lyons $2.15
RELIGION
FUTURE by Langdon Crilkey

AND THE SCIENTIFIC 
$5.70

■ .>Â

THE RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE 
MANKIND by Ninian Smart (Hardback) 

$6.95
SO WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? by Fritz 
Ridenour
This book tries to show Christians what they 
can learn from other faiths not to remake 
their own theology but to see just how 
deeply their own Biblical doctrines affect 
their personal everyday lives. $0.90
COMPARATIVE RELIGION by A.C. 
Bouquet
The story of the religious quest of mankind, 
its fruits, its failure and its future prospects. 
Dr Bouquet, who has specialized in the 
subject for over 40 years, here introduces 
readers to it. $1.45

CHRISTIANITY AND CHANGE ed. by 
Norman Autton
It Is to a world of revolutionary change that 
the church must now address her gospel and 
in this book a group of representative 
churchmen present their expert assessment 
of its chief dilemmas. $4.25

THE ECUMENICAL ADVANCE, 
HISTORY OF THE ECUMENICAL 
MOVEMENT VOL. 2 1948-1968 ed. by 
H.E. Fey.
This follows on volume 1 covering the 
history of the next 20 years up to and 
including the fourth assembly at Uppsala in 
1968 $10.60

ECUMENICAL 
THE

A

records

RELIGION by

A HISTORY OF THE ECUMENICAL 
MOVEMENT 1517-1948 ed. S.C. Neill.
The standard work on the subject reissued 
with a revised and expanded bibliography 
ecumenical endeavour 1517—1948

THE WORLD OF CHRISTMAS (choir of 
King's College, Cambridge) illustrated $3.(X)

$8.13

PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC MARRIAGES 
ed. By KreyKamp, Schellevis, Van Noort, 
Kaptein. Four clergymen, two Protestant 
and two Roman Catholic, discuss church, 
faith, marriage, fidelity, sex, children, and 
divorce. $1.05

ECUMENISM 
HISTORY) by Bernard Lambert.
An objective and detailed study of all the 
problems one faces in the ecumenical 
movement. $14.65

(THEOLOGY AND

.íA ■ *

CH 
illi 
Kr 
Lu 
Ml

OBSCENITY AND PUBLIC MORALITY by 
Harry M. Clor
Censorship - a liberal society $2.57 
ETHICS IN A PERMISSIVE SOCIETY by 
W. Barclay illustrated $0.95
THE CHURCH AND THE SEXUAL 
REVOLUTION by J. Dominian $1.75 
MARRIAGE, DIVORCE AND THE 
CHURCH
The report of the Commission on the 
Christian Doctrine of Marriage $4.40 
MORALS IN A FREE SOCIETY ed. by 
W.R. Niblett (illustrated) $2.15

bibles

THE ECUMENICAL REVOLUTION (AN 
INTERPRETATION 
CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT DIALOGUE) 
by R. McAfee Brown.
A definitive account of the ecumenical 
movement from its tentative beginnings 
decades ago to the present hopes and plans 
for ultimate Christian unity. $10.60
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DIVORCE AND
NEW ENGLISH BIBLE (Oxford - Cambridge)

Standard Edition 
with Apocrypha 
Leatherex 
with XMiocrypa, Leatherex 
with Apocrypha, Goatskin

$5.40 
$6.45 
$7.40 
$8.90

$17.10

Religion 
in 

Australia

HANS MOL

Old Testament, Library edition 
New Testament, Popular edition 

Library edition 
The ApocryphaLibrary edition

Readings for Holy Communion 
About the New English Bible

$8.10 
$1.60 
$4.90 
$4.90

$8.55
$0.95

THE JERUSALEM BIBLE (Darton, Longman & 
Todd)

POWER WITHOUT GLORY (A STUDY IN 
ECUMENICAL POLITICS) by Ian 
Henderson.
This extremely important book deals with 
the part which power and language play in 
ecclesiastical politics. $4.50

GROUNDWORK FOR UNITY: PLAIN 
FACTS ABOUT CHRISTIAN MINISTRY 
by R.P.C. Hanson.
Materials from the Gospels and early 
Christian writings is presented by the Bishop 
of Clogher for the help of those involved in 
movements and schemes for Christian unity.

$1.80

POLITICS)

lì»«

HYMNS FOR ALL SEASONS (choir of St. 
John's College, Cambridge) illustrated $5.95 
THE TRIUMPHS OF ORIANA - music to 
entertain Elizabeth I (Purcells chorus of 
voices etc.) $5.95
GLAD TIDINGS (Baroque Christmas music 
from England, Germany, Italy, France, 
Spain). (Schutz choir etc.) $5.95
LIONEL DAKERS plays the organ of 
EXETER CATHEDRAL illustrated $3.95
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RELIGION IN AUSTRALIA by Hans Mol 
(illustrated) $9.75'
SCIENCE AND RELIGION ed. by I.G. 
Barbour (illustrated) $3.30

A DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS 
by John Macquarrie $7.00
CHRISTIAN ETHICS by Otto Piper $16.50 
CHRISTIAN ETHICS by David H.C. Read 

$2.30

Standard edition
Reader's edition
School edition
Old Testament, school edition
New Testament, Reader's edition

School edition
The Psalms for Readings and Recitation

(paper)

$18.20 
$6.35 
$5.65 
$4.80 
$2.30 
$1.75 
$4.90 
$3.05

biography ISAAC WILLIAMS AND HIS CIRCLE by 
O.W. Jones

SC

«h

Me
A study of one of the less central figures of Me 
the Oxford Movement. Hitherto unused

th(
$7.25 oei

manuscript material has been drawn upon.

Epistles and Gospels with Old Testament Readings 
$2.35 
$5.75 
$3.15

Readings at Holy Communion 
(paper)

1

church in 
the world

GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN MAN (Today's 
English Version — New Testament)

Paper 
Bound 
Leather 
Altar edition 
Pocket Size (plastic cover) 

(paper cover)
Good News by a Man Named Matthew 

Mark 
Luke 
John

Good News in Action 
Altar edition of above 
The Psalms for Modern Man

R.S.V. BIBLES

CHRISTIANITY AND COMPARATIVE 
RELIGION by J.N.D. Anderson $1.45

Leatherex (illustrated) 
Board (illustrated) 
Leather (illustrated) 
Board edition by Stirling 
Board (illustrated) 
Board
White

to chart., an honest course....

$0.60 
$0S5 
$2.85 
$2.85 
$0.60 
$0.40

0 F

10c each

40c each 
$0.25

$3.95 
$2£5 
$5.95 
$1.85 
$150

$3.65) 
$3.95)

CRYPTS OF POWER AN 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY by Sir Kenneth Grubb 
(illustrated)
An Anglican layman writes revealingly of his 
long association with such bodies as the 
Church Missionary Society $9.25

WALSINGHAM WAY by C. Stephenson.
The story of the origin and the restoration 
of the famous shrine of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. $8.65
ERASMUS OF CHRISTENDOM by Roland 
H. Bainton $6.90

MEMO FOR A MOVIE: A SHORT LIFE OF 
DIETRICH BONHOEFFER By Theodore 
Gill $4.55

to chart., an honest course....

/

A WORK BEGUN by H.E.W. Slade S.S.J.E. 
Fr. Benson, the founder of the Cowley 
Fathers, originally intended to 
missionary to India. This 
unrealized in his person, was fulfilled by his 
community, who worked there continuously 

J over 
$3.40

go as a 
intention,

from 1874 until the work was handed 
to indigenous priest in 1967. 
KARL BARTH by John Bowden 
An appreciative, but critical, account and 
evaluation of the great Protestant theologian 
who, from his chair at Basle, dominated the 
theological field throughout the 196O's

$1.30
ATHE LION OF THE LORD: 

BIOGRAPHY OF THE MORMON 
LEADER, BRIGHAM YOUNG by Stanley 
P. Hirshson.
The book brings to life this strange man, 
whose mixture of benevolence and 
dictatorial fanaticism enabled his Church, 
alone of the early nineteenth-century 
evangical sects, to flourish and become a 
major force in contemporary America.

$10.10
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3.95

PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY 
by John Macquarrie
"The most significant one-volume systematic 
theology to come from a writer in English 
for many years." A remarkable Christian 
synthesis. 
theology in an age 
REVOLUTION by Bernard J. Cooke.
According to the author "Christian theology 
and contemporary revolution can and should 
have an important influence on one another, 
because Christianity is meant to be a 
radically revolutionary force in human 
history." . $3.65

IN
$4.55 

OF

HOW MODERN SHOULD THEOLOGY BE? 
by H. Thielicke
"These sermons are the best exercise in the 
communication of theology that I've met for 
a long time" — Professor D.R. Jones in 
VIEW REVIEW $0-90
THE OPENNESS OF BEING: NATURAL 
THEOLOGY TODAY, The Gifford Lectures 
1970/71.
Dr Mascall gives a valuable critical 
introduction to Marechab, Rahner,-Coreth, 
Lonerqan, Dewart and many other thinkers.

$3.50
OF PLANNING by J.

$4.55

philosophy 
of religion

gives a

CHRISTMAS ORATORIO (3 record set) 
illustrated E. Ameling, H. Watts, P. Pears, T. 
Krause, Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra, 
Lübecker Kantorei conducted by Karl 
Munchinger $17,25

s

ì&VW
I*'

ROCK MASS FOR LOVE (celebrated at St. 
George's Cathedral, Perth) illustrated $5.75 
MEDITATION ON CHRIST'S NATIVITY 
(choir of St. John's College, Cambridge)

$5.95

today's 
theology
TWENTIETH-CENTURY RELIGIOUS 

OF 
THEOLOGY,

1900-1970 by John Macquarrie

THOUGHT: THE
PHILOSOPHY

FRONTIERS 
AND

New study edition containing an extended 
survey of developments between 1960, the 
terminus of previous editions, and 1970.

$3.90

SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL FOR GOD by
Malcolm Muggeridge
Mother Teresa of Calcutta embodies 
Christian love in action. Her face shines with 
the love of Christ on which her whole life is 
centred, and her words carry that message to
ä world which never needed it so much.

$3.95

history
the dividing of CHRISTENDOM by
Christopher Dawson.

author views the subject in its broadest
chronological context. His narrative extends
from the late Middle Ages through
lhe Renaissance right up to the eighteenth
century, linking Pope Boniface VIII, Martin 
tuther and Rousseau. $10.60

CHRISTIANITY IN A REVOLUTIONARY 
^GE by Ken. Scott Latourette.
*^eissue of Latourette's magisterial 
frve-volume (each 500 pages) history of the 
Churches in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Handsomely boxed in slip case.

$23.00—$5.05.
church, state AND SCHQOLS IN 
BRITAIN, 18(X)—1970 by James Murphy.

niasterly and impartial survey of a highly 
coniplicated and controversial issue, bringing 
fr’e story up to the present day. $6.05

Latourette's

NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY VOL. 1. 
THE PROCLAMATION OF JESUS by 
Joachim.
"An important and notable work of 
scholarship" — Church Times $8.55

JESUS by Edward Schweizer
Vivid and readable picture of Jesus the man 
and the impression that he made on the 
early church. $7.30

PERSPECTIVE ON PAUL by E. Kasemann 
New collection of essays originally written 
for lectures in America. They shed new light 
on important aspects of Pauline Theology.

$6.25
PROTESTANTCONTEMPORARY

THOUGHT by C.J. Curtis
An introduction to the dynamic world of 
such Protestant Theologians as Bultmann, 
Bath, Tillich, Bonhoeffer, Cox and Martin 
Luther King. $3.95

Î,
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INFALLIBLE? AN ENQUIRY by Hans 
Kung
A current theological best-seller on the 
Australian market. Will continue to attract 
attention and provide subject matter for 
debate for a considerable time to come. 
(Illustrated) $6.20

THEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS VOLS. 
7a and 7b: FURTHER THEOLOGY OF 
THE SPIRITUAL LIFE by Karl Rahner 

$13.00 each
DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN 
THEOLOGY $7.00

THEOLOGY FOR A NEW WORLD by 
Herbert W. Richardson
Professor Richardson takes issue with some 
aspects of the Harvey Cox School of 
theological thought. He believes that the 
focal point of modern theology has shifted 
to America previously because that country 
lies at the centre of the modern revolution.

$3.55

OF

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 1815-1948 
- A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY by R.P. 
Flindall.
A collection of 105 documents covering the 
period. $14.65

COUNCILS AND ASSEMBLIES (STUDIES 
IN CHURCH HISTORY) VOL. 7 by 
Cumming & Baker.
Twenty-three noteworthy papers recently 
read before the Ecclesiastical History 
Society on varying aspects of the theme 
from the great medieval councils to Vatican 
1 and 2. $15.60

WESTERN SOCIETY AND THE CHURCH 
IN THE MIDDLE AGES by R.W. Southern. 
Any history of the Church in the Middle 
Ages must discuss the development of 
medieval society. This new book is a 
profourxl study of the social mechanisms of 
religious change. $1.35

liturgy
CHRISTIAN INITIATION 1552-1969 by 
P.J. Jagger.
The collections of Christian initiation rites 
made by J.D.C. Fisher and E.C. Whitaker 
have been supplemented. Fills the gap from 
the Reformation to the present day.

$12.00

u • to chart.. an honest course....

THEOLOGY 
Moltmann 
THEOLOGY OF HOPE by J. Moltmann 
Unquestionably one of the most important 
books in recent Protestant theol^y. 
Required reading for students and minister 
alike. Will put iron in their faith and in their 
preaching. $4.55

handling 
sex 1

1 L

comprehensive photo-illustrated 
straightforward

THE SEX BOOK (A MODERN PICTORIAL 
ENCYCLOPEDIA) by Martin Goldstein, 
M.D., Erwin J. Haeverle Ph.D., Will McBride 
(illustrated) 
A
encyclopedia ... (with) 
language, up-to-date medical views, Christian 
sexual and family morality aligned with a 
wholesome revelation of facts . . . 220 
photos of nude adults and children, of 
nursing infants, genitalia and the sex 
act. .. many adults and youth may find it 
liberating. $12.30

Other titles, recommended by The Rev. 
John Goldsworthy:

GUIDE TO MARRIAGE by Tizard 
(illustrated) $1.45
HOW TO BE MARRIED - AND HAPPY by
F. Richards $1.50
SEXUAL RESPONSIBILITY OF WOMAN 
by Maxine Davis $0.95
SEXUAL RESPONSIBILITY IN 
MARRIAGE by Maxine Davis (illustrated)

$1.10
CHANGE OF LIFE by Malleson $0.65 
WOMAN DOCTOR LOOKS AT LOVE AND 
LIFE by Hilliard $0.85
WOMEN AND FATIGUE by $0.80
MARRIAGE DIFFICULTIES by Tournier 

$0.75 
$0.65

TO MARRIAGE

RESPONSIBILITY

THINKING ABOUT MARRIAGE
MAN AND WOMAN - BASIS OF THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP by Karl Wrage $9.40 
THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO SEXUAL 
REVOLUTION by D. Mace

For Younger Children

GROWING UP by De Schweinitz

For Teenagers

$1.30

$1.95

$1.35THE STORK IS DEAD 
WHY WAIT TILL MARRIAGE by Duvall 

$3.15
SENSE AND NONSENSE ABOUT SEX 

$0.85 
$0.65 
$0.65
$0.65

HE AND SHE by Barnes 
IT'S TIME YOU KNEW by Schultz 
LETTERS TO JANE by Schultz

to chart.. an honest course....

CONCEPTS OF DEITY by H.P. Owen
A very useful and competent survey of the 
basic positions of philosophical theology at 
the present day, presented with the author's 
usual clarity and force. $8.65
LANGUAGE, LOGIC AND GOD by 
Frederick Ferre.
This book provides a clear and full 
introduction to some of the most important 
philosophical developments of the last 
quarter century, and presents a substantial 
defence of religious thought against 
positivist critics. $1.90
GOD AND RATIONALITY by T.F. 
Torrance.
A sequel to the outstanding works 
Theological Science and Space, Time and 
Incarnation, in which the author defends the 
autonomy of Christian theology while taking 
full account of the outlook of the 
contemporary scientific culture. $9.15 
ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF 
GOD by J.H.Hick
A concise and balanced statement of the 
main arguments, traditional and 
contemporary, with a very full! bibliography.

$8.65 
WORDS ABOUT GOD ed. I.T. Ramsey

$3.90

arguments.

DEATH AND IMMORTALITY by D.Z.
Phillips $2.30
RELIGION AND SECULARISATION by
Vernon Pratt $2.30
THE CONCEPT OF MIRACLE Richard 
Swinburne 
The first three titles in a new series "New
Studies in the Philosophy of Religion."$2.30

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Series on: 
ETHICS AND THESTUDIES IN

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION ed. by 
D.Z. Phillips.
The "Studies in Ethics and the 
Philosophy of Religion" promises to be 
excellent as a whole. There is a great 
advantage, shared by all (these) books, in 
resolutely dealing with one topic at a 
time, and in restricting the discussion of 
it to a manageable length. Readability, 
clarity and coherence are indisputable 
virtues, and these books all possess them 
to a high degree."

in

NEW TITLE

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL by M.B. Ahern 
"Studies in Ethics and the Philosophy of 
Religion" series "the learned author of 
the book is a young Australian Roman 
Catholic Priest who writes both clearly 
and objectively." — Church Times 
(illustrated) $4.90

BOOKS ALREADY PUBLISHED

GOD AND THE SOUL by Peter Geach 
$5.15

MORALITY AND PURPOSE by J.L. Stocks
$4.90

THE FIVE WAYS: ST. THOMAS AQUINAS' 
PROOFS OF GOD'S EXISTENCE 
Anthony Kenny

WITHOUT’ANSWER^ by Rush Rhees

by 
$4.35

$5.70
MORAL REASONS by R.W. Beardsmore 

$4.35
MORAL PRACTICES by D.Z. Phillips.
H.O. Mounce
GOD AND TIMELESSNESS by Nelson Pike 

$6.65
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOOD by 
Iris Murdock

KlllllllllIlli IIIllllll lllllllllllllllll*

$2.50
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biblical 
studies

THE PELICAN GUIDE TO MODERN 
THEOLOGY VOL. Ill: BIBLICAL 
CRITICISM by Robert Davidson, A.R.C. 
Leaney
The authors deal with the Old and New 
Testament. As the title indicates, it is only 
the critical aspect of biblical study that is 
described and its limitations are frankly 
recognised.
THE LIVING
INTRODUCTION TO OLD TESTAMENT 
THEOLOGY" by Edgar Jones.
One of three dealing with the Old 
Testament. Will be useful for any who wish 
to imderstand the Scriptures of the old 
dispensation. $5.95

III:

WORD
$1.38 
"AN

WORKING WITH CHILDREN by A. 
Denney
This book provides an approach based on an 
understanding of the various stages of a 
child's development and his needs as an 
individual, as a member of a family and as a 
member of the community. It deals also 
with the problems of sick, deprived and 
immigrant children. $3.95

novels

1’^’ ^2,^

$22.00

NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY VOL. I: 
THE PROCLAMATION OF JESUS by 
Joachim Jeremías
A minute but very readable analysis and 
assessment of the content of the synoptic 
Gospels by one of the most respected New 
Testament scholars of today. It provides a 
brilliant vindication of the essential 
authenticity of the biblical material. $8.55 
LAW AND THE NEW TESTAMENT by 
J.D.M. Derrett
Elaborate and detailed papers providing an 
impressive vindication of the substantial 
accuracy of the Gospel narratives.
JESUS IN THE CHURCH'S GOSPELS by 
John Reumann
A detailed untechnical introduction to 
modern scholarship on the Gospels, with 
special attention to the question of 
historicity. $11.10
THE TRIAL OF JESUS ed. by Ernest 
Bammel
Collection of essays makes new 
contributions to this complicated and 
controversial aspect of Christ's passion.

$4.10 
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS OF 
NAZARETH by Willi Marxsen.
A distinguished example of that type of 
German Protestant theology which looks 
upon the historicity of the Gospel accounts 
as irrelevant to Christian faith. $2.35 
THE THEOLOGY OF ACTS by J.C. O'Neill 
Revised and supplemented, it uses written 
sources throughout. $7.30
NEW ATLAS OF THE BIBLE $14.30

of makes

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS by 
Wolfgang Pax $17.25
A SOURCE BOOK OF THE BIBLE FOR 
TEACH E RS by Robert Walton $8.55
BIBLE STORY BY W. Neill
Stress is laid on the links between the two 
Testaments and, while avoiding mere 
vulgarisms Dr Neil makes skilful use of 
modern types and idiom. $5.95
GOOD NEWS ACCORDING TO MARK by 
E. Schweizer
This commentary covers in fair detail the 
questions raised by the gospel text. Each 
section of the text provides translation, 
critical introduction, commentary and a 
review. $8.90
JESUS IN HIS TIME (cloth) ed. by Hans 
Jurgen Schultz translated by Brian 
Watchorn.
This book consists of a series of broadcast 
talks. Their purpose is to paint a vivid 
picture of the political, religious, and social 
setting within which the Gospel story was 
enacted. $6.65

counselling
PASTORAL REORGANIZATION by Philip 
Crowe
This 60 page booklet is a practical guide to 
understanding the extensive provisions of 
the 1968 Pastoral Measure. An "excellent 
booklet" according to VIEW REVIEW.

$1.45 
MINISTRY IN THE SEVENTIES by Clive 
Porthouse
A team of Evangelical thinkers representing 
all sections of Church life face up to such 
issues as urbanization, multi-racialism, 
shrinking rural life, the communication 
question and other matters. A realistic and 
practical book. $2.75
THEOLOGY AND PASTORAL
COUNSELING by Edward E. Thornton 
Pastoral care and counselling is viewed as a 
form of communicating as well as 
understanding theology. $1,90
IN HIS OWN PARISH by Kenneth Child 
Kenneth Child is convinced that visiting still 
affords pastoral opportunities not to be 
gained in any other way, though he does not 
make a plea for any particular technique.

$2.35 
PASTORAL

IN THIS HOUSE OF BREDE by Burner 
Godden
A reprint of the famous 1969 novel dealing 
with an English Benedictine House of nuns. 
Illustrated $6.30
THE PRIEST AND THE GOVERNOR by 
Tom Luscombe 
The historic
Macquarie and the first missionary priest 
Jeremiah O'Flynn. Something new in 
Australian historical fiction. Illustrated

clash between Governor

$5.95
THE REBEL PRIEST by W. Hornman
This novel is based on the life of Camilo 
Torres, the young Columbian priest who 
forsook his ministry to become involved in 
the fight for social justice in South America 
and was finally shot by government troops. 
Illustrated $6.25

music
AND

as

A HANDBOOK OF
THEOLOGY by Rev. M. Pfliegler
The present book is not a manual of pastoral 
directions, or a textbook for a course in 
pastoral theology. Essentially it is a 
penetrating analysis of pastoral realities that 
will broaden and deepen the perspective of 
every priest who reads it. $2.75

HANDBOOK

parish 
education
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BEFORE SERVICE (5 modern

THE NEW ENGLISH BIBLE COMPANION 
TO THE NEW TESTAMENT by A.E. 
Harvey
Provides the educated non-expert reader of 
the New Testament with just the help that 
he needs for the profitable understanding of 
the sacred text. $ 10.90

BELONGING, BELIEVING, DOING by 
David J. Farmborough
Excellent for planning confirmation classes 

$1.60/leaders 
$4.70/pkt., for 10 students

FROM FEAR TO FAITH STUDIES OF 
SUFFERING AND WHOLENESS, ed by 
Norman Autton.
A course of lectures given at the invitation 
of the Hospital Chaplaincy Council, for the 
members of the healing profeesions. $2.85

MUSI 
pieces) illustrated 
MODERN ORGAN MUSIC BOOK I (6 
pieces British Composers) $1.40
MODERN ORGAN MUSIC BOOK II (5 
pieces Contemporary Composers)
EASY MODERN ORGAN MUSIC (6 pieces 
British Composers) $1.00

20TH CENTURY CHURCH 
LIGHT MUSIC

$1.40

IN THE PRESENT TENSE (Sydney Cartwl 
3 books of songs — piano or guitai 
accompaniment $1.10 each
FAITH FOLK AND CLARITY
FAITH FOLK AND FESTIVITY
FAITH FOLK AND NATIVITY . 
contemporary songs in the idiom of folk 
music - melodies and guitar chords. $1.U 
each
HYMNS FOR NOW (2 books) plane 
accompaniment and guitar chords $0.45
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THE A.B.C. OF CHURCH MUSIC (Rhys 
and Palmer) $4.60
VOICE PRODUCTION (Cleall) revised 
edition $3.70
BASIC CHOIR TRAINING (Wright) $0.75 
CHORAL MUSIC OF THE WORLD (Percy 
Young) $3.90
ORGAN BUILDING AND DESIGN 
(Andersen) $11.10
THE ORGAN (Sumner) $7.15
THE ORGAN IN THE 20TH CENTURY 
(Andsley) paperback reprint $5.20
CHURCH ORGANS — notes prepared by 
Organs Advisory Committee of the Council 
for the Care of Churches $0.90

BUILDING

HYMN BOOKS

AND

100 HYMNS FOR TODAY $1.55 melody 
edition illustrated $0.70
CAMBRIDGE HYMNAL $4,90
HYMNS FOR CHURCH AND SCHOOL

$3.70

ORGAN MUSIC - 3 STA VE

THE OXFORD ORGAN METHOD by C.H. 
Trevor — illustrated $8.00
CLASSICAL ITALIAN ORGAN MUSIC 
(T user)
ARS ORGAN! (F. Peeters) 3 books

$7.40 
$5.50

Please supply to me the items ticked In this catalogue. Where I want more than one copy, I have marked the number 
required. I agree to pay postage costs, and understand that I will be invoiced in due course.

Your name......................... .. ..............................................................................................................................
Address............... ................. ...................................

- Postcode

(Note: If there is any delay in meeting your complete order through shortage of stocks, as much as possible of your order will be filled 
immediately, and the remainder sent as soon as it becomes available. A number of new titles in this catalogue have yet to arrive from 
overseas: some are due for release by publishers in the next few weeks).
immediately, and the remainder sent as soon as it becomes available. A number of new titles in this catalogue have yet to arrive from

GBRE'S Anglican Bookshops

323 Bourke St. Cathedral Sq.
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC

CAROLS FOR CHOIRS BOOK I (Ed. by 
Jacques & Willcocks) $2.00
CAROLS FOR CHOIRS BOOK II (ed. by 
Willcocks & Rutter) illustrated $2.50
A TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
(ed. by Reed) $2.70
A SECOND TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC (ed. by Reed) $2.70
SING AROUND THE YEAR (D. Swann)

$3.60

d 
r£ 
d 
ai

tl 
tl 
E 
R 
b 
la 
tl 
Cl 
ir 
E 
ir 
ai 
T 
& 
a; 
0 
tl 
d 
h 
b

w 
d:
s:

tl

S
TEXTILE ART IN THE CHURCH by 
Marion P. Ireland, illust.
This highly functional volume is Itself a| 
work of art, with more than 3001 
illustrations, 92 in full colour, illuminating tl 
the acute commentary. $27.50 n

MODERN ART AND THE DEATH OF A 
CULTURE by H.R. Rookmaker
"A book of great brilliance and learning." 

$2.60!
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LITERATURE AND RELIGION ed. by 
Giles B. Gunn $5.15

THE SHATTERED RING: SCIENCE 
FICTION AND THE QUEST FOR 
MEANING by Lois & Stephen Roses $3.15

SHATTERED 
AND

RING: 
QUEST

SHADOWS OF HEAVEN: RELIGION AND 
FANTASY IN THE FICTION OF C.S. 
LEWIS, CHARLES WILLIAMS AND J.R.R. 
TOLKIEN by Gunnar Urang
In this fascinating and exciting study, 
Gunnar Urang analyses the work of his three 
chosen authors to see how the fantasies they 
create are related on one hand to religious 
belief and on the other to the cultural 
situation in which we live. An important 
study. $5.70

THE TRAGIC PROTEST, A Christian study 
of some modern literature by David 
Anderson $4.10
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St Arnaud explains 
ministry report 

lettersSir,—We write’ to answer 
questions raised by Arch­
deacon Sheumack in Church 
Scene (2/9/71) concerning St. 
Arnaud’s approach to rural 
problems.

First, may we clarify two 
points. The Report of the 
Select Committee has been 
accepted by the Bishop-in- 
Council, not yet by the Synod, 
which will be debating it next 
month. Also, the Provincial 
study referred to has not yet 
been “set up”; it is conditional 
upon acceptance by every 
Diocese. Even if the study is 
made, its results will not be 
available for some consider­
able time.

May we assure the Arch­
deacon that the questions he 
raises have been and are being 
debated at the Diocesan 
administrative level. The 
Select Committee comprised 
the Bishop, the Archdeacon of 
the Diocese, the Bishop’s 
Examining Chaplain, and the 
Registrar. The Report has 
been inspired and accepted by 
lay and clerical members of 
the Bishop-in-Council, and is 
currently in the hands of 
members of all vestries in the 
Diocese prior to being debated 
in Synod, which last year 
authorised its preparation. 
Throughout the Diocese, re­
gional conferences of clergy 
and laity are already being 
organised, and it is anticipated 
that these may well influence 
details in the Report, which 
has only been adopted as a 
basis for action.

level.

Concerning part-time or 
worker priests, we take a 
different view to Archdeacon 
Sheumack, and refer him to

n

>Y

a

Eric James’ contribution to 
the Lambeth Essays on 
Ministry, the study papers for 
the Lambeth Conference 
1968:
part-time ministries are now 
theologically and pastorally 
desirable in the mobile urban 
society, no less are they right 
and necessary in the rural 
situations. It is impossible to 
imagine many rural situations 
in which the Church will now 
be able to provide each small 
community with its own 
professional and full-time 
minister.” Canon James fur­
ther observes (concerning 
training), ‘ ..“...it isclearfrom 
reports from the different 
provinces that once the 
intention to encourage volun­
tary and part-time ministries is 
firm, means of training are 
found. ” (his italics). This is in 
line with our own Report 
which recognizes that “we 
shall require a huge and 
ongoing educational pro­
gram

Lambeth Essays

Lambeth 
“If voluntary and

educational 
with assistance from 

professional theologians, theo­
logical colleges, etc.”

Archdeacon Sheumack is 
concerned (and rightly) that 
ordination continueito be seen 
as ordination for service in the 
whole Church of God, and not 
for “ministry in a special 
place”. However, let us not 
continue to confuse training 
for ordination and training for 
ministry. It has long been 
considered that when a man 
has completed his three years 
in college and has obtained his 
diploma, he is then fully 
trained for every kind of,

Only the accent
was Australian"

ministry he may be called on 
to exercise. This is not so! We 
believe that every priest 
should receive training to 
equip him for the particular 
kind of ministry he is about to 
undertake. Thus a priest now 
serving in a full-time typical 
parish situation would need 
special training to begin a 
worker-ministry, and vice 
versa; each of these would 
need further training to 
undertake a chaplaincy minis­
try, and so on.

certainly doWe certainly do not 
envisage “laying hands on 
outstanding laymen.” We seek 
the man who has a genuine 
vocation to the priesthood, 
but whose vocation has been 
unrecognized because we have 
been looking with eyes which 
saw only the traditional parish 
ministry. He is a man who 
already has a pastoral minis­
try, but whom we wish, in the 
words of the Report, “to be 
equipped sacramentally for his 
pastoral ministry in the local 
situation.”

We feel that the Report is 
being criticised for what it 
does not say rather than what 
it says. It is obviously not 
exhaustive, being only a 
summary of our tlrinking, and 
necessarily very brief (only 
five pages). Furthermore, the 
Report itself recognises that 
development may take place 
in ways different from the 
tentative suggestions offered 
in it.

The implication of Arch­
deacon Sheumack’s letter is 
that St. Arnaud Diocese is

BROWNE — the Rev. R. — granted leave of absence from 
diocese of North Queensland. He will leave for England in 
December.
CORRIGAN — the Rev. J.T. — resigned 
leave locum tenens team, Melbourne diocese, September 30 
DEASEY ......................................................................... L
Mathews, Glenroy, appointed to incumbency St Thomas 
Essendon, Melbourne Diocese, December 2.
FROST — the Rev. N.B. —rector of Batlow has been appointed 
the rector of Gunning, Diocese of Canberra-Goulburn. 
Induction October 1.
GREEN — the Rev. B.W, —from diocese of Canberra-Goulburn 
to Victorian Secretary Bush Church Aid Society. September 
12.
HALL — the Rev. H.A. — began his career in theDioceseof 
Bendigo in 1929,returns there for the last years of his ministry. 
He will be inducted to the parish of St Marks, Golden Square on 
October 1. He has served in the diocese of St Arnaud and has 
been in the Melbourne Diocese for the last 15 years.
HARLEY — the Rev. J. — moved to the parish of Swan Hill in

from long service
“going it alone” without the 
“mind and support of the 
whole Church.” We believe we 
are in accord with the 
recommendations of Lambeth 
Conference 1968, and far 
from initiating something new 
or out of its time, we believe 
we are acting at a time when 
the need has become urgent, as 
anyone who has read our 
Report at depth will see amply 
documented.

We detect the same
urgency in the words of which his former parish has been incorporated. Diocese of St 
Bishop Barry, then of South- 
well, in I960; “I urge that we 
should start whenever we can 
start, and not wait till we have ___ _____ ___  __________ ______ ............
answered all the questions, and the Rev. Keith Smith, Diocese of St Arnaud.
real or imaginary, that can be SALVIN — the Rev. P.H. — from curacy St Johns, Camberwell 
asked before we get around to ' ” 
doing something! The argu­
ment that ‘the time is not yet 
ripe’ can wreck any proposal - 
and too often does.” (Part- 
time Priests? Ed. Robin Dennis­
ton; Skeffington 1960).

In the same volume, the nvri-Kn t kw up a puaiiivzii as aci iiui icciui ci in iiic ogiiuui ui 
present Archbishop ot Canter- Education at the Tasmania College of Advanced Education in 
bury says, “Revolutionary charge of Religious Studies.
movements in the Church have WEBSTER - the Rev. K. - from incumbency St Martins 
commonly happened not by a Airport West, appointed to incumbency St Stephens, Highett, 
collective decision that it Diocese of Melbourne. November 5.
would be a good thing for such WHITEHOUSE - the Rev. M. — was instituted to the parish of 
and such to bedone but bv Ouyen in August. Manangatang is now being administered from 
someone makine a start and Robinvale while Nyah and Nyah West have gone back to Swan 

Hill, Diocese of St Arnaud.
otners loliowing. Again ne WILLIAMS —the Rev. J.G. —rector of Gundagai has accepted 
says, I am not fnghtened ot the appointment as rector ofthe Parish of Crookwell, Diocese 
the new methods of theologl- of Canberra-Goulburn. induction October 2,
cal training which might be BROTHER MARK — resigned from Brotherhood of St 
called for: rather do I view the Barnabas, North Queensland.
prospect lof them with excited ELL AM — Miss P. — from St Stephens, .'Adamstown,, 
interest.”

We do not consider we 
have to apologise for the way 
our Select Committee has 
been structured, nor to justify 
it, any more than we would 
ask another Diocese to justify 
its structures.

the Venerable R.H, — from incumbency St

in

Arnaud.
PHILP — the Rev. D. — appointed to parish of Home Hill, 
North Queensland.
RICH — the Rev. R. — from student-deacon at St Johns
College, Morpeth to parish of Maryborough with Canon Leaver

to Priest-in-charge Christ Church, St Kilda under the direction 
of Bishop Muston^Diocese of Melbourne, October 1971.
SCOTT — the Rev. A.P.A. — from the parish of Maryborough 
to Mildura where he will work with Canon Robert Davis. 
Diocese of St Arnaud.
STEGEMANN — the Rev. W.C. — Priest-in-charge of Kameruka 
has been appointed rector of Berridale, Diocese of 
Canberra-Goulburn.
WEBBER — the Very Rev. E.M. — resigned as the Dean of 
Hobart to take up a position as senior lecturer in the School of 

- • M«. »••w luwiiwiKM r-vvivwiiwww ■» wwww fc I V/i ■ II)

■Revolutionary charge of Religious Studies.

ELLAM
Newcastle, was professed as a Sister of the Community of the 
Holy Name on September 12. The Dean of Newcastle, the Very 
Rev. J.N. Falkingham as Warden of the Community presented 
her to the Primate.__________

Bishop 
on tour

Bishop John Lewis of 
North Queensland, will 
preside at a high mass of 
thanksgiving on October 
18 at St Charles', West 
Mackay, to mark the SOth 
anniversary of the ordi­
nation of that parish's 
rector. Dr A.T.B. Haines.

The previous day he is 
...... to ordain the Rev. Ian

distinguishes two distinct McAlister to ^the^riest-

‘universal” ministry com- 
J' prising apostles, prophets, 

and teachers the scope of

The Report stands or falls 
on its merits!
— (The Rev. Canon) I.N. 
Herring.

— (The Rev,) R.V. Speed 
St Arnaud, Vic.

RURAL MINISTRY
E.T.,. 1910),Sir, — It is good to know Centuries,^ 

a study of church problems 
in rural areas is being made 
in the province of Victoria.

business trip.' It "was my to have even hoped for a The conclusion is in- ““ undertaldng may „„„ .
first visit and I made a point escapeable - you have im- well ^ovide the incentive -whose activity was general V”
of attending church Xported the worst of English «> provincial bodies and not limited to any this
services m all the cities; Anglicanism and the only »«t of a long race into particular area; and second-
I went to. “ Australian thing to have fruitful co-operation. ly, a local ministry of EasUr Day, 1971.

1 ha’ve been doing was the ‘»eaccent. Archdeacon Scheu- and

. opposite, here I was dis-
tor many years and had appointed 
become, I thought, used to attractive ( 
the varieties of accent and half empty and no-one oppressively bourgeois all but I cannot refrain from ^suggestive "thoueh'uQueensland.
approach m my field. spoke to me. I liked the of them, even thepop mass suggesting that the follow- ^ot be Dressed too far Av

But 1 was astounded at music in Melbourne, but congregation in Adelaide, i--------- —- ----- - - pressea too far. As
There is much to be said the points he proposes for that some prophets led the 

tor keeping up connections - - ---- — -- -
Brisbane was different, with the mother country

Melbourne, Here I thought the service and church and for the use 
similar

Sir, - I have recently Adelaide and there were Adelaide 
been Australia on a just too many people there fellowship.

The conclusion is in- 
escapeable— you have im­
ported the worst of English

have been doing 
business with Australians

crowds) and
kinds of ministry: first, a Holy Trinity

On October 24 he is to 
consecrate St Luke’sSt

to bring provincial bodies and not limited

cmsma 
iwæirrisEBBrs

HOLIDAYFARM HOLIDAY HOME. 
Cowra-Young district. Ac­
commodate eight and cot, 
all modern conveniences. 
Septic. Write for brochure 
— Col Fisher, Koorawatha, 
2807.

WANTED TO BUY 
graduating 
students seek secondhand 
clerical garments especially 
cassocks and surplices. 
Phone N. Newitt or B. Cliff 
at 38-1205 or write Ridley 
College.

ACCOMMODATION 
Person involved in social 
welfare work desires to 
exchange his three bed­
room, fully furnished 
home, located near popular 
Victorian seaside holiday 
resort, for vicarage in or 
near Sydney. Period 
December 26 to January 
16. G. Norval, C/- Flat 2, 
171 Howard Street, North 
Melbourne.

ORGANIST CHOIRMASTER 
required, for Holy Trinity 
Church Coburg. 2 manual 
pipe organ — salary and fees 
$650 p.a. — Enquiries: The 
Vicar, phone 35-1439

MANOR COURT LODGE, 
guest house for elderly 
people. Every care and 
attention. Reasonable 
tariff. MELBOURNE 
Phone 81-4071.

two 
theological

Australian thing to have fruitful co-operation.
crept in is the accent. Archdeacon Scheu- presbyters and deacons

There were no Aus-
Archdeacon _____ .

mack made «some pooH ythose authority was con- ................ — — ------- ------ ----- . . . .J . J?”’ fined to the local church to bst of engagements in his 
because the tralian liturgies anywhere points m the letter publish- t^ev we^e nn first tour of the southern

cathedral was and the congregations -- ed m Church Scene” (2/9) distinction is archdeaconry of North
■.T nnnt-occ-sirah? ko,, ««zwAy-vi o zill KllT I rotr o ___ _

was

spoke to me. I liked the of them, even the’pop mass suggesting that the follow-suggcsLing inai me lonow- ^ot be pressed too far. As 
ing quotation be added to Streeter points out, the fact ■ ary“l

beaten
PERTH: The

by the Diocesan

the variety of practices and again I found the service
the^ churches°I*”visit^°*?n barren. lor Keeping up connections study. Dr J.W. Hunkin, wandering life referred to
me cfturcties 1 visited in Brisbane was different, with the mother country Riehnn in ' “ ' 'Adelaide, Melbourne, Here I thought the service and church and for the use ® Truro, m
Sydney and Brisbane. was lovely but again, must of recognisably similar an essay on The Organisa-

Unfortunately, I did be going north or some- services but why not try Worship of the
- „„t —I------ ... . . . . — ■ _ Primitive Church” publish­

target

COURT

Uj not get to Perth, Canberra thing, no-one spoke to me, to be Australian Chris- 

there would have been still 
more

er Darwin but no doubt not even the sidesmen.

Everywhere I noticed 
the lack of warmth, en-

iC more variety and 

A emptiness..
I struck a pop mass in thusiasm (except in the

■ I the Didache is no 
evidence that all did so; and set .— -------------
no doubt both prophet and Board of Missions for 
teacher were important 1970-71 was exceeded 

----- - -- ■ »A r« ■ A .1- figures in the normal by almost a thousand 
tians instead of expatriate ed m A Companion to the ministry of a local church dollars. 
Anglicans?-------------------------Bible” wrote (page 467): (phe Primitive Church,

“Harnack (The Con- pjf,., } 
stitution and Law of the ' “¿A.P. REYNOLDS in
Church in the First Two v •

Tim STROUD, 
Highbury, London, UK

Six parishes reached 
the giving level of $100 

1 the year and 37 
Newhaven, Vic’ parishes gave more.

LET US CHALLENGE atheism 
and materialism with daily 
Christian devotions. Family 
Prayer Books published by 
the Bishop of Ballarat, 
available from L.W. Light­
body, 261 Geddes Street, 
Toowoomba, Q’ld, 4350.' 
Price 30c, plus 6c postage.
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vestments,
Cassocks, Viscose—Wool 

Made to measure
$34.00

CAPES in FINE WOOL from $8.50

fittings
Choristers cassocks
Surprises Drip dry

Poplin 
Larger sizes

$11.00
$15.00

$7.75
$10.00

Comfort, Tonsure 
Vest 
Bib

$7.80
$4.40
$3.00

$0.65Collars, celluloid

Academic Gown Wool 
Cotton

GLASSWARE, 
Bowls

Cruets,

$23.00 
$17.50
Lababo

Devotional pictures. Crosses, some 
jewellery.

Candles in stock, and to order.

Wafers, People’s and Priest’s 
Brass, Vases, Reading Desks, Candle 
Sticks, Alms Dishes, Candle Savers..

G

R

V
iS

Silver Chalice and Paten 
EPNS and SILVER, Ciborium, 
Viaticum, Breadboxes, Oilstocks, 
Candle Sticks, Altar Crosses.

GIRDLES, Cotton
Rayon, boys 

ALBS, Drip Dry
Poplin

AMICE, Poplin
Drip dry

Vestments; Chasuable,

Maniple, Apparels, Burse and Veil 
— Linen, Cotton $38.00

Brocade $0.75 up

According to material design — 
EMBROIDERY

Alter linen, WHITE

Shirts — Cotton — White 4.00
Shirts — Cotton — open neck $5.80

Black, Cotton, Neck band. Tonsure 
Black, Korotron

Silver Font Ewers
$4.00
$0.75

$15.00
$10.00

$1.25 
$1.75

Lamps,

Stole,

GBRE’S ANGLICAN BOOKSHOPS
323 3OURKE STREET 5 CATHEDRAL SQUARE

MELBOURNE ! PERTH
» * *

Sanctuary 
Brass.

Hanging and Bracket

Chromium,

1
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sinners had died. All «1

IN I KINGS 17 Elijah prayed for the dead 
son of the widow of Zarephath and said, “O 
Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul 
come into him again.” The next verse reads, 
“And the Lord hearkened unto the voice of 
Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him 
again, and he revived.”

This prayer for the dead is referred to in 
Ecclesiasticus 48.5 (about 100 B.C) It is also 
mentioned in 2 Esdras 7.39 (about 100 A.D.) 
where we are told that Elijah prayed “for the 
dead, that he might live.” It also appears to be 
the reference behind Hebrews 11.35.

In 2 Maccabees 12 (about 100 B.C,) 
certain sinners had died. All “betook 
themselves unto supphcation, beseeching that 
the sin committed might be wholly blotted 
out.” Two thousand drachmas of silver were 
collected and sent to Jerusalem to offer a 
sacrifice for the sin.

Verse 44 reads: “For if he were not 
expecting that they that had fallen would rise 
again, it were superfluous and idle to pray for 
the dead.” In verse 45 it is added, “Wherefore 
he (Judas Maccabaeus) made the propitiation 
for them that had died, that they might be 
released from their sin.”

In Acts 9 we read of the death of Dorcas. 
The apostle Peter came into the room where 
Dorcas was lying surrounded by weeping 
widows. According to verse 40 “Peter put 
them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; 
and turning to the body, he said, “Tabitha, 
arise.” And she opened her eyes; and when she 
saw Peter, she sat up.”

In Mark 9 Peter addresses the transfigured

Jesus and makes a request which included 
Moses and Elijah: “Rabbi, it is good for us to 
be here: and let us make, three tabernacles; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.”

Some uncertainty exists in the passage 2 
Timothy 1.16-end. The wording, and the 
reference to the day of the Lord, give 
probability to the supposition that One- 
siphorus was dead and that Paul was praying 
for him. “The Lord grant mercy unto the • 
house of Onesiphorus: for he oft refreshed 
me, and was not ashamed of my chain; but, 
when he was in Rome, he sought me 
diligently, and found me (the Lord grant unto 
him to find mercy of the Lord in that day); 
and in how many things he ministered at 
Ephesus, thou knowest very well.” That his 
house should find mercy now, but 
Onesiphorus himself at the judgment, 
supports the thought that he was dead.

There are many references to indicate a 
relationship between the living.and the dead. 
If they are not prayers as such, they are not 
exclusive of prayer. Saul could have the dead 
Samuel raised at Endor and could converse 
with him (I Sam.28). This is referred to in 
Ecclus. 46.20.

David, knowing that Jonathan was dead, 
could apostrophise him as follows in 2 Sam.I, 
“I am distressed for thee, my brother 
Jonathan: very pleasant hast thou been unto 
me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the 
love of women.”

Similarly, 2 Sam. 18.33, he addressed his 
dead son in the words, “O my son Absalom, 

my son, my son Absalom! would God I had 
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!”

The Psalmist, too, (31.17) could say, “Let 
the wicked be ashamed, let them be silent in 
Sheol.”

The Apocrypha also leaves room for this 
relationship between the living and the dead. 
Ecclus. 7.33 has the expression “for a dead 
man keep not back grace.” In Tobit 4.17 
Tobit says to his son “Pour out thy bread on 
the tomb of the just.”

At times the dividing line between the 
living and the dead appears to be very narrow. 
In Luke 16 the rich man, when dead, seems to 
pray for the living and, despite his own awful 
fate, to be concerned for them. It is not easy 
to know what is meant by “baptism for the 
dead” in I Cor. 15.29, but no doubt some 
sacramental act of the hving is there supposed 
somehow to benefit the dead.

According to I Peter 3.19 and 4.6 Jesus 
preached “even to the dead,” that is, “unto 
the spirits in prison.” This leaves open the 
possibility that God cares still for the dead, 
and that there may be some hope of them 
responding to this concern for them. 
Certainly Scripture holds out no promise that 
a prayer with which they respond will be 
answered. There were those at the time of the 
Reformation who said, as there are many who - 
say to-day, that we may pray only for what 
Scripture promises we shall obtain.

Richard Hooker thought they might be in 
error. He wrote, “But had Christ the like 
promise concerning the effect of every 

particular for which He prayed? That which 
was not effected could not be promised. And 
we know in what sort He prayed for removal 
of that bitter cup, which cup He tasted, 
notwithstanding His prayer.”

Whitgift spoke to the same effect: “To be 
short, if this rule and reason be good, then 
must we pray for nothing, except first we 
search in the Scriptures whether there be any 
promise for the same or no.” He added, “If 
you will spoil us of this liberty in praying, you 
shall not only bring prayer into a narrow 
room, but deprive us of one of the greatest 
and most singular consolations that 
Christian man can have in this world.”

Prayer is composed of many parts — of 
adoration and praise, of memory and 
thanksgiving, of confession and meditation, 
of recollection and concern, as well as of 
petition. When applied to the dead, it would 
be temerarious to assert that all such elements 
are contrary to Scripture.

We may be glad we have no Anglican j « 
doctrine based on evidence;
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frail enough in all truth. But many will be

to a firm sympathy with the bishops, who at 
Lambeth, 1958 declared “. .. the vast 
majority of people in t' * J 
Communion ... are quite sure that the fact of 
death does not remove the need for, the 
appropriateness of praying for the depart­
ed ... and that such prayer is both natural 
and right.”
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A case AGAINST: "Its superstition
“A MAN’S PRAYER IS only heard if he 

puts his soul in his hand”. This saying of the 
Rabbis; points to a sense of helplessness that is 
essential to prayer.

“Helplessness is unquestionably the first 
and surest indication of a praying heart. It is 
the decisive factor not only in our prayer life, 
but in our whole relation to God. As long as 
we are conscious of our helplessness we shall 
not be overtaken by any difficulty, disturbed 
by any distress or frightened by any 
hindrance. We shall expect nothing of 
ourselves and therefore bring all our 
difficulties and hindrances to God in prayer” 
(Hallesby).

But the Rabbis’ saying points also to faith. 
Jesus Himself spoke often of the need for 
faith. “If you have faith and never doubt, you 
will not only do what has been done to the fig, 
tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be 
taken up and cast into the sea’, it will be done.

Take Dean
the goods

“ROCK MASS FOR LOVE” is an exciting 
and unsettling disc. It is worth buying 
whether you’re a churchman ot not. Its 
quality will hold your interest unless you have 
a policy that forbids rock. And it sets in train a 

»whole host of responses. Here are some, my 
own, that emerged during several hearings.

St George’s Cathedral, Perth, must have 
become a home for the rock generation (then 
who put the “bomb” there?). The recording 
conveys well not only the high standard of the 
music, but also the atmosphere.^ of a service of 
worship attentively shared by a 6000-strong 
family. The LP may lose some of its 
entertainment value by presenting scripture 
reading, sermon and other purely verbal 
elements. But the result is little sacrifice of 
liveliness, and great gain of integrity.

The liturgists — Dean Hazelwood, the 
Bakery rock group, and Bruce Devenish’s jazz 
ensemble — perform their parts most 
professionally. This is good news for the 
Austrahan Church. Attempts at being “with 
it” are often glum and careless. Personally, I 
do find the Dean’s delivery histrionic (perhaps 
the close microphone exaggerates the effect): 
an arch “you know that I mean? - Amazing!” 
in the sermon, I Corinthians 13 read as high 
melodrama, for example. But the occasion 
does bespeak theatrical flair, and even on 

And whatever you ask in prayer you will 
receive, if you have faith” (Matt. XXI, 21-22).

If we have faith “we ¡shall expect nothing 
of ourselves and therefore bring all our 
difficulties to God in prayer. And this means 
to open the door to him and to give God the 
opportunity to help us in our helplessness” 
(Hallesby). The faith that is essential to prayer 
is a sense of dependence. It lets Jesus take 
over.

It lets the Jesus of yesterday take over 
today (Cf. Heb. XIII, 8). Today he shows the 
same righteousness and mercy and love that 
he showed yesterday. Yesterday he did good 
to all men (Acts X, 38), he called all men to 
himself (Matt. XI, 28ff), and whether they 
came to him or not (Mk. X,21),he loved all 
men. .

Of those who came to him he asked that 
they show the same righteousness and mercy 
and love that he showed. He showed love even 
for his enemies and he is the same today.

Hazelwood seriously-He's delivering
j

gregation are active onlookers: the brunt of ’ 
the liturgy is borne by the musicians and the! ' 
Dean, with outlets via applause and (no' 
doubt) movement for the crowd. (In passing, j 
this is really good use of a cathedral as a

record a strong sense of presence comes 
across.

Musically, there is a wide range of mood, 
the benefit of having rock and jazz together 
in one service. There are many moments of 
excellence in the performers’ breaks. I 
particularly liked some of Lionel Davis’ 
drumming. Most of the music is original and, 
in its two genres, compares favorably for flair 
and aptness with international efforts. At this 
level the rock mass is least open to criticism.

The standard of recording is first rate, 
given the difficulties. Apart from a few late 
voice fade-ins, the sound is crisp and 
immediate. The engineers and the mixers have 
captured the occasions without losing clarity 
and detail.

Many of us who have tried to set liturgical 
texts to contemporary popular music have 
despaired of marrying the two forms. “Rock 
Mass for Love,” using the Dean’s (mostly) 
updated version of Series II, comes as close as 
anything I’ve beared to success. Generally, 
traditional worship has a style that resists the 
looser, non-hnear structure and more “gutsy” 
ethos of today’s youth culture. I wish I could 
be present in the cathedral to see whether the 
Dean can use ecclesiastical garb, ritual and 
setting without incongruity. My impression is 
that the very unchurched would not react at 
all unfavorably: others might. A little 
quaintness goes down well in a world that has 
lost sight of “churchmanship” quarrels..

One feature which comes off really well 
is the punctuation of the eucharistrc prayer 

Today “when he sees the distress of the 
ungodly, their empty joys and their real 
sorrows, their disappointments, their suffer­
ings and their anxieties as they areirresistibly 
swept along by the stream of time towards the 
everlasting anguish of hell, their distress and 
helplessness cry to the heart of God. He hears 
their cry and stoops, down to the helpless 
children of men in order to help them” 
(Hallesby).

And when we pray it must be in terms of 
the attributes and attitudes that he showed 
yesterday. To do otherwise is superstition.

It is superstition, for example, when we 
pray for the dead. His attitude was that the 
time of opportunity is now, “Behold, now is 
the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation” (2 Cor. VI, 2). At death the time of 
opportunity is past. He said, “Everyone; who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven; but whoever denies me before men, I 

with music. Anglican services suffer from being 
too wordy, and the Series II canon tries to 
say everything. In this recording however, the 
music breaks highlight the words and gives 
flesh to the barely stated summary of God’s 
complete work through Christ.

The Dean emerges from this venture as its 
pivot and focus. Even the last song moves out 
of a modest lionising of him. His obvious 
rapport with the congregation and the “feel” 
of the services suggest that through his 
personality he could create much demand for 
pastoral follow-up and love. I wonder how 
thoroughly he is supported and prayed for in 
his ministry — his responsibilities must be 
enormous. To set any section of the 
population by its ears, det alone “alienated 
youth,” in the name of Jesus Christ is 
remarkable. As with mass evangelistic 
crusades, the worry is whether there are 
enough caring people in the institutional 
churches to co-operate and pick up from 
where the gifted man stops.

Many clues from modern youth culture 
are noticed and followed through in the mass, 
and they evoke a familiar world. Confusion, 
yearning, self-deception, self-castigation, and 
the quest for authenticity were some of the 
elements dealt with. At times I thought tne 
sermon tended to exploit these moodsjust for 
quick breakthrough. The intercession and the 
pop song “He Ain’t Heavy, He’sMyBrother,” 
are effective and use accessible language. 
Appropriately for the culture, the con-
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also will deny before my Father who is in v 
heaven” (Matt. X, 32-33; cf. Lk. XII, 16-21). s 
His attitude was that at death the acceptable k 
time, the day of salvation is past(Cf. Heb. IX, i n
27).

If a man has died in Christ, by the grace of 
God his salvation is assured and there is 
nothing more that we can ask for him. Indeed, 
to ask more is to call in question the assurance 
of his salvation and the grace of God. And 
there is nothing more that we can ask for a 
man if he has not died in Christ. !

Prayer lets Jesus take over, but it must be 
in terms of the attributes and attitudes that he , 
showed yesterday. “Faith has no desire to 
have its own will, when that will is not in 
accordance with the mind of God; for such a 
desire would at bottom be the impulse of an j 
unbelief which did not rely upon God’s i 
judgment as our best guide” (Moody).

- D.J. WILLIAMS i
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“Rock Mass for Love” represents 
compelling use of media mostly untried oi 
trifled with by Christian groups. Its very 
strength, in fact, throws into sharp relief some 
serious points for questioning.

In liturgy our faith can be dramatised and i
1

real Christian community expressed. Men '< 
experience their calling “in the world” and 1 
therefore it is vital to preserve the idiom of, 
contemporary human exchange and concern 
in our worship. There is a corresponding need 
to interpret the Gospel in categories that 
make clear its transforming character. , 
Theology has to be always under reform, both 
to recover original (and therefore scriptural) 
emphasis, and to increase genuine com­
munication in the present, whether accepted 
or not.

This rock mass marks a substantial 
approach to modern idiom. But the theology 
that filters through is the less convincing for 
not being equally authenticated. I suspect the 
dilemma is compounded of unexamined 
tradition in general and the Dean’s specif 
touches in particular. The words of the 
creed-song, for instance, sound remarkably

Continued on Page
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Love and the law of God
CONFRONTED WITH A CASE OF 

adultery (Jn. VIII,3ff) Jesus showed love. He 
also showed respect for the law. He treated 
the woman concerned as a person, but he 
regarded her action as a sin.

But while it is hoped that many of his 
followers would do the same today, it must be 
recognised that some would come down much 
more on the side of law and would condemn 
the woman with little love for her as a person. 
And others would come down much more on 
the side of love and, depending on the 
circumstances, might not regard her action as 
a sin at all.

These are the new moralists, who say that 
every situation is unique. No situation can be 
pre-judged and every situation must be judged 
in love. They say that the law obviates 
responsible action but that love replaces the 
law.

When love replaces the law, however;
(i) It presents a problem: it makes 

possible exceptions to any rule. Love may call 
for lies, adultery, fornication, theft, promise, 
breaking and killing depending on the 
situation. And human nature being what it is, 
the situation will inevitably call for the 
exception in our case and the rule in the case 
of other people. A morality that makes 
exceptions or allows variations in any aspect 
of behavior is a morality of little value.

(ii) Another problem when love replaces 
the law is that the whole idea of sin and 
salvation is called in question. “If any action 
may be good or bad depending on the 
situation, one must wonder what happens to 
the notion of sin in this connexion and, 
consequently, what happens to the notion of 
atonement.” 1. If the notion of atonement is 
central to the Christian faith, the idea of sin 
must also be central. Karl Barth observes, “If 
God had not become man in Jesus Christ, had 
not descended to that deepest ultimate 
concealment of his divinity, in truth we 
neither could nor would know what sin is and 
therefore what judgment is. In Jesus Christ it 
meets us as condemned sin.” 2.

If the idea of sin is not central, the notion 
of reconciliation is emptied of all content, 
Reinhold Niebuhr puts it this way: “The issue 
of biblical religion is not primarily the 
problem of how finite man can know God, 
but how sinful man is to be reconciled to God 
and how history is to overcome the tragic 
consequences of its “false eternals,” its proud 
and premature effort to escape fitnesses.

“It is in answer to this central problem of 
history, as biblical faith conceives it, that God 
speaks to man in the incarnation; and the 
content of the revelation is an act of 
reconciliation in which the judgment of God 
upon the pride of man is not abrogated, in 
which the sin of man becomes the more 
sharply revealed and defined by the 
knowledge that God is himself the victim of 
man’s sin and pride.” 3. Real salvation 
presupposes real sin, and real sin presupposes 
the law.

(iii) Then there is the problem of legalism 
when every situation must be judged in love. 
“If no judgment can be ventured prior to the 
actual moral situation, then not even the 
assertion that one should respond to the 
demand of love whatever that may mean - 
can be prescribed in advance of the actual 
making of a moral decision. To say, for 
example, that one should commit adultery 
rather than ignore the unconditional demands 
of love is to impose a legalism no less binding 
than the older and more obvious forms.” 4.

(iv) And when we must judge every situation 
we need a rationality we do not have. This is 
another problem. .'Anyone who knows 
himself to any important degree, any one who 
freely admits and accepts his limitations, 
knows all too well that he has a marvellous 
capacity to deceive himself and an ingenious 
ability to find sure, certain reasons for doing 
whatever he impulsively wishes to do.

(v) 'l'hen there is the problem of idolatry when 
we imagine that we have the rationality to 
judge every situation. “In part, situation ethic 
is a reaction to the hyperlegalism that has at 

jj! some times and in some places existed within 
JO I the Church. But it is more. It is also a part of

.¿I In short it is idolatry,the ethical equivalent of 

man’s recurrent temptation to over-estimate 
himself, his reason, and his essential goodness.

worshipping the created and neglecting the 
omniscience and sovereignty of the 
Creator...

From his limited view, with all his 
subjectivity, a man simply cannot foresee the 
future repercussions of what he decides at this 
moment. Might not an omniscient God be 

’ ___::_..j
idj be able to define absolutes?.” 5.

But those who adopt the new morality say
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Jesus. We must distinguish, however, between
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ill' able to see the total situation objectively and

But those who adopt the new morality say 
that love replaces the law in the teaching of 

the law of God and the laws of men. Jesus 
disregarded, for example, the laws of men 
concerning the Sabbath, but he did not 

1) disregard the Sabbath. On the contrary, he 
n- showed in his situation how the Sabbath 
¡d should be kept. And he showed how all the 

commandments should be kept.
In the Sermon on the Mount, he said 

repeatedly, “You have heard that it was said 
to the men of old .,. . But I say to you . ...” 
In this way he extended the application of the 
law. He took, for example, the commandment 
concerning adultery and extended its 
application beyond the letter to the spirit of 
the law by adding, “But I say to you that
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God

every one who looks at a woman lustfully has 
aheady committed adultery with her in his 
heart” (Matt. V,27f).

There is much in the teaching of Jesus 
about love, but there is also much about the 
law. There is a balance between love for the 
person and respect for the law which his 
followers must try to show. “Just as the love 
of God motivated the giving of these laws for 
man’s own welfare, so does the person who 
truly loves God try to keep his 
commandments. Love is clearly superior to 
cold law in human relations. But love 
subjectively experienced and humanly 
interpreted is quite inferior to divine love 
which is experienced in the Godhead and is 
objectively revealed to man - in Christ and in 
the biblical propositions.

Hence human love cannot be the final 
norm for ethical, conduct. The decision is not 
really between love and law, both on the 
human level, but between the revealed divine 
love and human love apart from revelation. 
Scripture maintains that man experiences love 
from God and then in turn expresses this love 
in his situation within certain revealed 
guidelines.” 6. This is Christian morality.

Christian morality does not obviate 
responsible action. But it calls for such action 
within the guidelines. This, of course, is not 
easy in many of today’s situations. How can 
we most effectively love our neighbor in this 
century with its poverty, explodingwith

Shades of grey 
told with skill
FAITH ON TRIAL IN RUSSIA by Michael 
Bourdeaux (Hodder and Stoughton) $1.45

ONE IS PREPARED FOR the usual 
stories of persecution, in which the exponents 
of the Gospel fight against the evils of 
materialistic Communism.

But this remarkable account rejects such a 
simplistic picture. Michael Bourdeaux’s main 
task is to documenti the history of the Baptist 
Reform Movement in the Soviet Union. He 
does it with skill and objectivity.

His assessment is that the truth about 
Christianity in Russia is far from simple. 
There are many shades of grey, in which 
Christians contend with one another, as well 
as glistening black and white contrasts of 
injustice and heroic suffering. However, the 
main value of the book is that it tries to set 
these happenings in an historical context.

A brief history of the Baptist Church in 
Russia leads up to the promulgation of 
Stalin’s 1929 law on Religious Associations, 
and indicates how the registration and 
prohibitive proceedures gradually under­
mined the security of Christian congre­
gations. For Baptists the low point is seen in 
1960 when the officially recognised Church 
virtually voted itself a slow lingering death 
by adopting under Communist pressure, the 
“New Statufes and Letters of Instruction/’ 
The Reform Movement developed as a 
united front out of groups opposed to the 
Statutes. These unregistered “Initsiativniki” 
appealed against State interference in Church 
affairs and immediately there were arrests and 
harshprison sentences.

There is a vivid account of the demonstra­
tion in the Moscow Old Square in 1966, when 
five hundred Reform Baptists petitioned the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
concerning religious freedom and democratic 
government for the churches. The subsequent 
mass arrests and trials of leaders Georgi Vins 
and Gennadi Krychkov have been pieced 
together from accounts supplied by relatives 
and friends. These show not only individual 
miscarriages of justice, but also the general 
pressure to which non-conforming Christians 
are subjected.

Bourdeaux points out that changes have 
been achieved, but at great costs. When the 
Reformed Baptist leaders were imprisoned, 
wives carried on the work, documenting cases 
of injustice to these men and their famihes, 
and making representations to church and 
State authorities. It indicates clearly how 
persecution may sharpen political awareness.

On the positive side the Initsiativniki have 
caused the official Baptist Church to tone 
down their objectionable Statutes. Bour­
deaux also points out that churches abroad 
are gradually beginning to understand the 
situation and make representations. But there 
is still much work to be done, and the author 
commends the work of his centre for the 
study of Religion 
which is providing much needed 
objective documentation about a complex 
problem.

of 
is

and Communism, 
much

One is left with a clearer understanding of 
Church life in the Soviet Union, and much 
sympathy for the struggles for recognition 
and religious freedom. It is a pity, as 

population, and threat of nuclear war? How 
do we treat divorced members of our Church?

What does it mean in an affluent society 
to have no other gods? We are to keep the 
Sabbath holy, but what does this imply about 
our conduct in the twentieth century? How 
does one honor father and mother in what is 
increasingly becoming a welfare State? 
Premarital intercourse is wrong, but how do 
we show Christ’s love and concern 
situationally to the pregnant single girl? 
Murder is wrong, but are abortions always 
murder?

These are the sort of questions Christians 
must ask themselves today and must answer 
responsibly and with action, showing at the 
same time love for the people concerned and 
respect for the guidelines of the law.

FOOTNOTES
1. Ignacio L. Gotz, “Is Fletcher’s Situationism 
Christian,” Scottish Journal of Theology, 
Vol. 23, No. 3, August 1970, p.274.
2. Karl Barth, Credo (New York, 1962), p.9O.
3. Reinhold Niebuhr, The Nature and destiny 
of Man (New York, 1964), Vol. I, pp. 147-8.
4. Milton D. Hunnex, “The idolatry of 
Situation Ethics,” Christianity Today, Vol. 
XI, No. 22, August 18,1967, pp.34-5.
5. Merville O. Vincent, “The Unique Validity 
of Biblical Ethics,” Christianity Today, Vol. 
XII, No. 4, November 24,1967, p. 5.
6. Merville O. Vincent, ibid., p.6.

-D.J. WILLIAMS

Bourdeaux says, that in the past so much of 
this work has been left to naive independent 
missionary organisations. It is time we 
matched our concern in this arena with our 
concern for human rights in other countries.

- DOUGLAS DARGAVILLE

Continued from page 6

Rock Mass" review
hollow and perfunctory. Even the relating of 
“love” to “Jesus” seems rhetorical, and the 
more dispassionate hstener might wonder if it 
would bear further examination. We are 
bound to find a gap between present 
experience - for which the themes of the rock 
masses, love, freedom, pollution, etc. are 
powerful symbols — and the faith that has 
been handed on to us. But I think the gap can 
be lessened by reducing jargon and exploring 
more imaginatively basic terms of revelation 
— “Jesus,” “the Cross,” and so on. This 
exploration should not be just verbal, but 
using all the range afforded by different art 
forms.

Moreover, in the service there are too 
many shibboleths of a rarefied, piety. The 
alterations made to the Series II eucharist, the: 
sermon and the brief communion com­
mentary all heighten emphasis on the bread 
and wine as if to localise God’s grace. I think 
the theme of love-in-Christ would be better 
served by attention to more central aspects of 
the eucharist. ¿Prophetic insightsfor our world 
could be developed into “table” fellowship 
and the divine economy which brings into 
subtle redemptive interplay the natural world 
and its use according to need and stewardship 
by human intelhgence and labor. Apart from 
rootedness in Christ, the remembrance of His 
death and the expectation of His coming, the 
eucharist remains a singular and somewhat 
perverse happening. It would be a shame if the 
undoubted reverence of the rock mass passed 
into unthinking superstition.

One small point: Mary, Peter and Paul have 
crept back into the eucharistic preface at the 
price of sounding like a canonised pop group.

It is tempting for the mass media pundit to 
employ technique so effectively that he gets 
across a package deal of truths, however 
idiosyncratic, without encouraging the 
recipients to discriminate what is really 
important. No doubt in the Perth Cathedral 
there is an ongoing program of teaching and 
pastoral care where the problems and 
language of discipleship can be wrestled with 
more thoroughly. Self-regarding sentiment 
and unexamined prejudice already sap the 
Church’s vitality. I foresee these tendencies to 
be a danger also to the long term value of the 
rock mass.

Anyway, for all the criticisms, I want to 
play the record many times more. It is a bright 
light on the communications scene. It has 
convinced me that liturgy can work on a big 
scale, that there is a place for grand 
celebration of our new life in Christ, and that 
all sorts of cultural styles which church people 
have feared or despised are full of promise 
when caught up into a community of faith.

- JIM MINCHIN

encouraging

SHELFORD C.E.G.G.S., 
CAULFIELD

Pre-school to Higher School Certificate Pupils 
for 1972 are now being enrolled.
For further information: Phone 53-5101, 
53-4911. Principal: Miss 1.1. Washington, B.A., 
M.A.C.E.

bools
scene

In last issue I mentioned Clyde Reid’s 
21st CENTER YMAN EMERGING. I have 
now had an opportunity of reading it and I 
would like to mention it again in view of 
the charting-the-course sort of theme to be 
located elsewhere in this current issue. Not 
that it is a book to get really excited about; 
in fact, in many ways, it is one of those 
irritatingly exuberant, plausible, enthusi­
astic, with-it American-style books. And 
yet it is interesting.

* * ♦

RENEWAL,

Interesting in the sense that it makes 
full and free use of some of the 
contemporary jargon with descriptions of 
the tactile man, the dialogical man, the 
participative man, the ecumenical man, the 
cosmic man, etc, etc.

He quotes frequently from articles in 
LOOK, RENEWAL, PLAYBOY, 
SATURDAY REVIEW and similar type 
publications.

But what interested me as much‘as 
anything Afiere the other books from which 
he quoted and which I have now proceeded 
to order on the basis that if one is to 
understand contemporary society, and the 
trends within that society, one should be 
making the necessary effort to read the 
contemporary pundits.

* * *

OF A

So, in case any stray reader of this 
column is curious, here are the titles in 
question:
THE DYNAMICS OF CHANGE by Don 
Fabun.
MAN AND EVOLUTION by Robert T. 
Francoeur.
THE MAKING OF A COUNTER 
CULTURE by Theodore Roszak.
THE ULTIMATE REVOLUTION by 
Walter Starcke.
TURNING ON by Rasa Gustaitis.
THE MEANING OF THE TWENTIETH 
CENTUR Y by Kenneth Boulding
THE GREENING OF AMERICA by 
Charles A. Reich. (Currently on display in 
Australian bookshops.)
And, of course, Teilhard de Chardin’s THE 
FUTURE OF MAN.

* * *

Why should I want to read around a 
theme like EMERGING MAN?

Well, in the first place, I am curious.
Secondly, if I don’t make the effort 

soon my own sons are going to finish up 
bigger strangers to me than they are, even 
now.

It will definitely be a case of 
you’ve-missed-the-boat-again-Tommy.

* * *

At least the past week has produced 
one example of commendable father/son 
collaboration.

Librarian at Ivanhoe Grammar School 
was confronted by small boy returning, 
somewhat diffidently, borrowed book 
shghtly overdue. Mildly reproving lecture 
concerning obligation of borrowers to 
adhere to regulations.

Small boy hastily proffers excuse. It 
wasn’t his fault.

The said book had in fact been 
borrowed by his father 
previously!

The obvious moral: Better late than 
never.

28 years

THE ST.AHHE’S andfilPPSLAHB
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, SALE. VIC.

A CO-EDUCATIONAL DAY and 
BOARDING SCHOOL 

Sub-Primary to Higher School Certificate 
430 Puoits includinq 120 Boarders.
Excellent modern facilities and small 
classes. Hk^ilv Qualified Staff.

For further information write to The 
Principal, The Reverend Charles Sligo, 
P.O. Box 466, SALE. 3850.

St Michael's Church of England
Girls' Grammar School

St Kilda, Melbourne
Founded 1895 by the Sisters of the Church Day 
arxJ Boarding pupils — Sub-primary to 
Matriculation. Home Economics Course also.
Special schodl buses to Melbourne outer suburbs. 
A complete new rrKxlern building with four' 
laboratories, geography room, theatrette and 
spacious classrooms.

Mrs C.N.Headmistress: ___ _
51-Ì167, A.H.: 51-2275.

Thomas, 51-2897,
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Fighting the 
good 

I

fight of faith
"I BELIEVE - AND WHY" by R.R. Williams, 
Bishop of Leicester.
(A.R. Mowbray and Co Ltd, London 1970) 
122 pages $1.75.

THE BISHOP OF Leicester has a strong 
pastoral desire to teach the Christian faith, 
and to assist those who believe that Faith in 
their task of proclaiming it to others.

He describes this exercise of proclaiming 
the Faith of Christ as fighting the good fight 
of faith. His small book is an attempt to put 
the means of fighting into the hands of 
Christ’s would-be soldiers.

To attempt so much in 120 pages is to 
invite criticism because much of the material 
must be dealt with summarily, without 
penetration or depth, and some must be 
omitted altogether. Bishop Williams is aware 
of these pitfalls, and tries to circumvent them 
by concentrating on the theme of eternal life. 
By this he means not something to be enjoyed 
hereafter, but to be shared with Christ and 
other believers here in this life, and more fully 
shared beyond what we call death. This theme 
of the quality of life lived in Christ gives 
continuity and coherence to the seven 
chapters of the book.

Another pitfail for the author who 
attempts so much in so small a compass is the 
appearance of unevenness of treatment — 
certain aspects of the faith which have 
particularly fired his “imagination,” or which 
have fitted into his method of treatment 
particularly well, stand out in a way in which 
others aspects do not.

This is true of Bishop William’s book. 
When he writes of the necessity of the 
existence of a Ciiurch in which the Christian 
Faith is preserved and handed on, he writes in 
an especially memorable way. Likewise when 
he mentions the English and Anglican way of 
looking historically at a subject he shows an 
especial awareness. However, he is not so 
convincing when trying to show evidence for 
the survival after death.

This is a book which must do good. The 
preacher will find it as invigorating as the 
reader to whomthe Christian faith is a novelty.

-L.E.W. RENFREY

Belief in God’s word is the
John 4: 46-54. The Gospel for Trinity XXI

THE INCIDENT OF THE encounter of 
Jesus with the nobleman, which resulted in 
the healing at a distance of the latter’s 
desperately ill son, took place at Cana. In the 
passage set as the Gospel for Trinity XXI, 
however, the first half of verse 46 is omitted, 
so that we might easily be misled into thinking 
that the whole episode occurred at 
Capernaum.

whole episode occurred at

The place is important, because in the 
scheme of St John’s Gospel this “sign” (as 
AV “miracle” inverse 54 is better translated, 
as in RSV and NEB), is clearly linked with 
Jesus’ first “sign”, also at Cana, of turning the 
water into wine at the wedding feast (2:1-11). 
The link is specifically suggested in verse 54.

Undoubtedly John sees this incident as 
much more than just another miracle of 
healing. It is the second of a series of “signs” 
in his Gospel which comes to a climax in the 
raising of Lazarus (11:1-47). These signs point 
to the real meaning of Jesus and his mission; 
they are a “symbolic anticipation or showing 
forth of the greater reality of which the sign is 
a part” (C.K. Barrett, The Gospel According 
to St John, P.63). In particular, this sign 
appears to point to the life made available to 
men in Christ. The theme of life recurs in 
verses 49, 50 and 53. It is a major theme in 
John’s Gospel. Jesus’ power of preserving life, 
as in this story, or of restoring it as in the case 
of Lazarus, is a sign of the greater gift of 
eternal hfe which he comes to bring.

The Greek word “basilikos”, translated as 
“nobleman” in AV, suggests a royal official. 
He was probably an official in the service of 
Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of Galilee, who was 
commonly referred to as a king. He could 
possible have been a Roman officer seconded 
to Herod’s service.

If so, this incident could be a version of the 
story of the centurion whose servant was 
healed in circumstances somewhat parallel 
(Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10). There are 
certainly marked similarities, as well as 
differences, in the two accounts. Be that as it 
may, nothing in John’s account requires that 
the official be a centurion, or indeed any kind 
of Gentile.

It would, therefore, seem to be a mistake 
to place too much emphasis on the 
interpretation of some commentators (e.g. J.
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Marsh, St John, Pelican Commentary), that 
we see in the early chapters of John a 
progressive widening of Jesus’ circle of 
contacts from the Jew Nicodemus (3: Iff.), to 
the Samaritan at the well (4:7ff.), to the 
Gentile centurion.

We may discern in this incident, however, 
an instructive study in the development of a 
man’s faith. If “life” is one recurring theme, 
“belief’ is another (verses 48, 50, 53). Three 
distinct stages in the growth of the 
nobleman’s faith may be seen.

First, he has sufficient faith - based no 
doubt on the reports of others - to make the 
twenty-mile journey from Capernaum to 
Cana to seek Jesus’ help. This suggests a 
definite measure of belief which makes Our 
Lord’s apparent rebuke at first sight 
surprising: “Except ye see signs and wonders 
ye will not believe.”

But “ye” is plural. It was not a reference 
specifically to this man, but to the attitude of 
people generally, and the man’s continued 
importunate and compassionate request 

showed that the rebuke could not justly apply 
to him. Seeing this, Jesus readily responded: 
“Go thy way, thy son liveth.” Our Lord 

would not be satisfied with a faith based on 
miracles. Such a faith might not be negligible 
(John 14:11); but it would be an inadequate 
kind of faith (John 2: 23-24).

We must love 
one another 
or die

key
The second stage of the nobleman’s 

growth in faith is represented by the words 
“The njan believed the word that Jesus had 
spoken unto him, and he went his way” (verse 
50). Belief in God’s word, in God’s promise, is 
an important stage in full Christian belief. It ij 
the kind of belief that calls forth obedience- 
and the man’s willingness quietly and 
confidently to go home to his son, despite the 
absence of any dramatic act or gesture on 
Jesus’ part, implies a real spirit of trustful 
obedience. Being ready to accept God’s word 
and obey it is a necessary part of genuine 
faith. It is the only possible road of growth to 
complete faith.

After the long journey home — the 
encounter with Jesus took place at the 
seventh hour (1 p.m.), and the official did not 
reach home until next day — the man found 
his faith rewarded. Now came the third and 
final stage of belief: “himself believed, and his 
whole house.”

This was a deeper and fuller belief than 
that of beheving the word of Jesus in verse 50. 
This was now wholehearted commitment, the 
fully-fledged faith that comes from personal 
experience of the gracious working of God in 
Christ. To use other terminology, the man had 
now become a converted Christian. William 
Temple comments: “Faith is the one requisite 
- first, enough faith to believe and hope that 
Christ can satisfy our needs, leading to ever 
stronger and deeper faith as each measure of 
trust is vindicated in experience.” (Readings 
in St John’s Gospel, p.72.)

- KEITH RAYNER
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IN A NOVEL BY the Israeli novelist. Shin 
Shalom, a number of children are gathered on 
the roof of their school. They are engaged in 
the weekly practice of looking at the stars 
through their somewhat ancient telescope.

Different expressions of awe are heard, 
but one girl, almost invariably makes the same 
comment, “I want to be a star: I ever so much 
want to be a star.” Eventually the teacher 
asked her why. The girl replied, “Because they 
are lucky: those stars are ever so lucky.” 
“Why so?” queried the rather astonished 
teacher. “Because teacher loves those stars.”

While few adults would give voice to such a 
naive comment, deep within our personalities 
is the desire to be loved and appreciated. We 
seek to grapple to ourselves those whom we 
think appreciate and love us.

Certainly none will be likely to deny the 
need to love. In the political sphere, as W.H. 
Auden says in his poem, “September 1st., 
1939”, “We must love one another or die.” It 
is not just a state of peaceful co-existence, 
with all the possibilities of strain and torment. 
It is active and generous pursuit of the well 
being of others, and the appreciation of the 
essential humanity of all mankind.

victor maddick 
writes...

Equally love is necessary in the reproduc­
tion and upbringing of the future generation. 
Biologically, as has been suggested recently, 
we could reach a stage where only the 
physically and mentally splendid sire the next 
generation. But if there is no love, we die. Is 
any other example better than that of Nazi 
Germany, where splendid Nordic types were 
mated. The offspring were brought up 
institutionally under seemingly perfect en­
vironmental conditions. Yet, deprived of the 
love of their parents, they developed as 
morons: for without love we die.

Paul Tournier tells of a woman who visited 
a model nursery where all the nurses wore 
masks like surgeons. When she upbraided the 
nurses, she was asked was she not afraid they 
would suffer from germs. She emphatically 
replied that in depriving them of a human 
face, with all its tender love and sympathy, 
they were losing the message of love.

It is not just failure to love: it is the 
nurturing and harboring of unpleasantnesses 
which causes death. The contemplation of 
wrong done, intended or unintended, can 
breed poisons which inevitably destroy peace 
of mind, and as a symptom, wreak vengeance 
on the body as psychosomatic studies all too 
painfully reveal.

Patently we must foster occasions of love. 
Norman Vincent Peale is still the great 
protagonist of the ideal of positive thinking: 
fill your mind with positive thoughts, noble 
ideals, worth aspirations, and the unpleasant, 
the unseemly, the negative will be driven out.

The Dominical commandments to love 
God and our neighbor both carry the strong 
implication of the will rather than the feelings 
in the process. Affection there may be, but 
the stronger component is the outgoing 
goodwill that is unaffected by circumstances 
and undeterred by lack of response.

Remember those words so often found in 
a kitchen, “I shall pass through this world but 
once: any good that I can do, let me do it 
now: for I shall not pass this way again.” 
Platitude it may be but it enshrines the 
necessity of showing love now rather than 
later.

Florence Allshorn in a letter insisted on 
this principle of exercising our capacity to 
love. “It’s worth conquering all along the line, 
attitudes of positive love always in every tiny 
thing. Practise, practise, practise as you would 
if you were Paderewski.”

Need it be stated that this must be done 
most among those with whom we live? 
Otherwise we become like the unattractive 
Mrs Jelleby satirised by Charles Dickens. She 
devoted all her loving energy to the welfare of 
the natives of Borrioboola-Cha on the left 
bank of the Niger in Central Africa. The 
young Jellebys receivéd no upbringing at all, 
shivering in the cold while their mother 
knitted woollen sweaters for strangers living 
hundreds of miles away in a tropical climate.

Strangely enough, this capacity to love 
others comes only as we genuinely love 
ourselves. “Love your neighbor as yourself,” 
says our Lord. We concentrate on the former, 
forgetting the latter. Belittle yourself, despise 
yourself, hate yourself, and you will reflect 
the same attitude toward others.

Meister Eckhart, the mystic of the 
thirteenth century, crystallised it, “If you 
love yourself, you love everybody else as you 
do yourself. As long as you love another 
person less than you love yourself, you will 
not really succeed in loving yourself but if you 
love all alike, including yourself, you will love 
them as one person and that person is both 
God and man. Thus he is a great and righteous 
man, who, loving himself, loves all others 
equally.”

Let it be said that this loving is going! 
beyond the will to a positive appreciation of 
the loved. The Christian should love even 
when feelings of animosity are expressed 
toward him: but he ought to do more. He 
ought to be open to those feelings of genuine ! 
appreciation of that goodness which is in all ' 
men, even the most unlovable and unlovely.

The crux, however, is surely that being 
loved precedes loving. The unloved child finds i 
it harder to love. We are greatly loved. Even ‘ 
when we were in active rebellion, Christ died 
for us. Christ saw something in us, unseen by 
ourselves, so that He gave all for love of us. So 
“we love, because He first loved us.” Open the 
heart and the being to the love of God, and 
fresh power flows, and with it, a changed 
attitude to ourselves and to others.
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