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Today is Advent Sunday and our thouqhts turn to the promise 
that the Lord Jesus Ch~i st wi I I come In ~ similar way t o his go lnq 
into heaven. The Christian church has always been characterised 
by the attitude of expectancy ~s we wait for the completion of 
God's purposes of salvation, pµrposes already magnlflcently 
demo~stratcd by the resurrection of Jesus, and . most certainly 
being brought to their cone'! !JS ion by God the a Im i qhty Creator. 
Jesus wll I come ln H!s kingly rule, for al I rlUthority has been 
given to Him. Christians shoul d always have this hope and · 
expectancy of the coming of the Lord very vividly in their 
consciousness. · It characterises the Christian. · St. Paul In 
writlna t o the Thessalonlans reminded them hrn-1 they had turnerl 
from idols tci serve the I lving and true God . 1'.md to wait for 
His Son from heaven (I Thess. I :9) ; and In . writin9 t o the 
Phi llppians (Phil. 3:20) he sai d that Chrlstl~~s are looking 
for their Saviour coming from heaven where their hea rts and 
I Ives already are. And Peter wrote how Christians shou ld b~ 
waltlnq and anticlpatinq that day <2 Peter 3:12); while John 
In his letter ' says that that day wil I bring u~ face tn face 
with Jesus 1.1/ho wi II transform ou r I ives to be I ike His and in 
the I ight nf this hope we are t o I Ive our oresent I ife seeking 
to please God and to reflect His ch7racter (I John 3:2). 

So Advent is a joyful season of hope in w~ich we a ra to 
re~nrient ou r I ives and direct ou r thouqhts once more to God's 
purpose in the Lorri Jesus Christ. \l/e should base a1r ·our 
actions and hopes and va 1.uos on the expectancy and · the · certa !nty 
of Gdd's ccimpletion o~ Hfs purposes for us ' ~nd the world when 
Christ's kingdom wi 11 be Eistabl ished and we wi 11 reign with 
Him for ever and ever. -

The last statement In the Bible about human achievement is 
found iri Revelation 22:6, whe~e t~e bliss of eternity Is described 
in the sim.ole phrase "they sha l I see God's face". Thri t means we 
wll I be in relation~hip and fel low~hip with God in a pers6nal 
way; we wil I be in His ~ resence , speakinn with Him, face to face. 
This is the final conclusion for h0manity, the culmination of the 
human story which beqari In Genes Is I in the Garden of Eden. In 
any purposeful activity It Is the final result w·hich shows what 
was fhe purpose of ~I 1. the activity that wen~ bef?re; sn w~ may 
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say that God's purpose In creating .man ·and the ' purpose of the 
present llfe that He .has gi0~n us t 6 . 1 Ive , Is t ha t It shou l d 
cu Im i nate In the f u I I· fe I I owsh in i.n he<wen when· we w i I I see God 
.face t o face and He wi II dwe l r · in- u 's aPd we with Him <Rev ~ 21 & 22) 

,Since this f e l 16wship with God' Ts tbe ~ ltimate objective in God 
giving us I ife In the first · 13foce .if .shoul'd be .our ob jective in 
the w;;i y we 11 ve OU r present day 11 fe' ' We shcu Id seek Go.d Is face 
now. In Psa lm 27:8 we r ecid · 11 see·k ye rn y· face " and ou~. r esponse 
ls "Thy face , Lord, wl 11 I seek" . This command· is a lso t~e 
greatest privileCJe; thci t we shoul d be .tnvi.ted·, indeed commanderl , 
to seek the f_a.ce of God., t o seek. His p r~scnce a-nd f e llowship 
even now while we. wa it for the corning o f Chdst with thRt . · 
fr~end ship and· fel l owshlp whlth wil I be deepened and ' c~mpleted 
when we wha If see HI m as He is. It m s been God 's pu r:po se that 
His people shoOl d . seek His f ace, f6~ · those whd s~ek Him wi 11 
f Ind Him. He r evea 1-s Himse lf to those who seek. 

In the O~d . Testam~nt the whole :people o f God assembled at 
Sinai • .. There, · God spoke t o them face ,+o face; and l at er at 
Je.rusalem the whole peop le nf Israel used to meet at stated -~' 
~Imes t o s~ek Gpd's presence in His temple. For God is : 
related t o us not only .ind lvidual.ly but He Is also r e lated t o 
us in the 0rouo - where 2 or 3 are ~et together in His name, 
Christ has promised t o be pr esent and the word ' ch~rch' reminds 
us that we stand In God's heavenly presence in a g r oup, . because . 
the word 'church' meahs a 0 r oup or gafherinq . Ye~, at . the . s~me 
time, we are individuals and Gnd spe a ks to us in bGr inner 
persona I ity. For the I srae I ites there was the 'fent o f mee;t-.i ~q ' 
outs I de the . I srae I i te. camp and "eyeryone wh o sought the · Lord 
went out t o the tent of meetin~ " (Exodus 33:7). Those who seek 
Him will always find Him and this encounter does not l_ea.ve us 
as we were before. Fel l ows hlp with God through H.ls Sr)lrJf 
transforms. You may r emember how this was · shown outwardly . 
In t~e Case o:f - ~oses· - whenever he crime from communing with God,. 
his ta_.ce shone. · 1+ is-throug h t'he Spirit. of God that 'H,e meet . 
wit~ God, and this was· the indi_vldual ls_rael ite expe r .lence. The· 
Spifit of God and the oresence of God are· the same . . Thus the 
psa!mist prayed : "cast me not from ynur presence . Take not.your 
Sp(rit fr0m mo :(Ps. · 51 ·). ln-·the New Cover,qnt, our knowl~d ·g~ of 
God has . deepened, · for: .Gotl has reve'a I ed Hi mse If f u I I y .·throuqh 
Jesus, the Son of _ God,· a[ld the Spirit Ts now given t o al I God 's 
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people. St. Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 4:6 11God has shone Tn our 
hearts to give the kno~ledge of ~he qlory of God Tn the face of 
Jesus Christ". As we have fel l.owshJp with Jesus His r; lory s.hines 
In us; just as,'the glory bf God shone in Hoses as the r esult · 
of speaking ·with God face t o face, so too it is the,Christ·ian 1 s 
experience. · In 2 Cor". 3:i8 St . . Paul aprlled the pas sage abou.t 
Moses t d the ChristTan. As we look into the face of Jesus in 
f e ll owship we are transformed tntn the ~lory of Christ, that is, 
Christ's character shines out Tn us. Hi~ Spir1t Ts seen throu~ h 
us and this is the g lory of God . 

God q ives us His g lory in that He q ives us Himself; Hi s 
Spirit indwel Is us and our I ives shine throuqh this lndwel I ing 
Sp irit. In John 17 Je sus sa id that he had q iven t o His disciples 
the glory that God had g iven Him and this was fulfi I led on the 
day of Pentecost when the Sp irit of God was poured out on a l I 
bel levers. 

The Scrlrture commands us t o seek this 0 lory, to seek God's 
face. Romans 2 reminds us that those who through patfence In 
wel 1-doln~ seek for g lory, wif f receive eterna l fif e. We se9k 
this glory in Christ who is the q lory of God. As we wa it for 
His return we should seek His pre sence through prayer. We need 
a requfar time fo r prayer, we should let no day g0 by without 
prayer. The same app I res t o r ead in~ of God vs Word, we need a 
requl a r time and a reg ul ar scheme. This is God's command, 
"seek ye my face" and our rep ly should be ;; thy face , Lor d , will 
I seek" , seek ing Him now as wel I as loo king forward t o the day 
when He wi 11 come in the qlory of His king ly rul e. \Ve should 
seek Him not only in our privat e pra ye r but seek him in the 
Christian qrouo . We shou ld seek Him in a l I our natural 
groupings, in our own home with our spouse, pr aying together t o 
Hi m; with our family read inq His word t ogether and p ra yin~ over 
it ; we shoul d seek him in a Christian group drawn from our 
p lace of work or from ou r nel~hbourhood, and we shoul rl see k Him 
in the local congreg ati on. 

What is your reason for ooinn t o church? Is it t o seek the 
face of Jesus in anticipation of His r eturn, as Ad vent reminds 
us? For if this is your motivation for church-9o inq , then you 
wil I seek Him firstly in your own pr ivate pray0rs and then in 
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your family and in ynur friondshir qrnuo ings as wel I a s in the 
Sunday congregation. The purpose of I ife and its culmination 
is t o see the face of ·God, to be in His presence, friendship 
and fel l0wshio; a· present experience and a future fulfilment. 
Has that got a qrip of : yriu? Are you waiting for the Saviour 
from heaven or are we so absorbed in the eohemeral thin~s of 
the world and of material possessions that we have forgotte n 
al I ab;ut it. · The· command is clear 'seek ye my face !! and our 
reply should be ''Thy face, Lord, will I seek"'. 
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