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The Conference was held in the 
Salvation Army Conference Centre at 
Geelong, a well appointed venue which 
proved ideal for our purposes.   
Situated at the edge of the Botanical 
Gardens and across the road from a 
golf course it was a bushland setting, 
and the landscaping of the site featured 
Australian native plants.  We were 
within walking distance of Eastern 
Beach on Corio Bay, but apart from the 
day we arrived few would have 
explored this area.   
 

 
The Conference was the culmination of ACW Victorian Unit’s term of office and 
they had chosen the theme, ‘Sharing the Loaf’.  New South Wales was well 
represented with eighteen members in attendance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beatrice Kay, Lillian Hodges, Jennifer Peffer, Marie McCann, Brenda Dickinson, Nancy McLaren, 
Lyn Middleton, Shirley Wells, Pamela Freeman, Jan Harrison, Heather Badgery, Marie Craddock, 
Nola Dickson, Valma Pethybridge, Edith Ridge, Isabel Hewitt, Carmel Keys, Helen Richardson.   

 



 
Early morning offered the opportunity to walk, swim, use gym equipment, or to join 
in group activity comprising gentle exercise, basic tai chi and circle dancing.  
Sessions followed a fairly traditional pattern but we enjoyed the features it 
contained.  Morning and evening devotions organised by State and Territory Units 
fitted well into the theme and program, despite the fact that as far as I am aware 
there is no checking between Units as to what approach they will take.  

 
 
Bible studies were presented by Dr Merryl 
Blair, Lecturer in Old Testament at the 
Churches of Christ Theological College in 
Melbourne. Her enthusiasm and vitality 
combined with sound scholarship to take us 
down familiar paths, but we were asked to see 
things we had perhaps never considered 
before.   
 
 
 
 

 
Over three days we focused on 
‘Sharing the Loaf of Desperation’ based 
on Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath; 
‘Sharing the Loaf of God’s Overflowing 
Generosity’ on the Miraculous Feeding 
and the Bread of Life; and ‘Sharing the 
Loaf of the Journey’ on the Walk with a 
Stranger to Emmaus.  There was plenty 
to talk about as we met in groups 
following Merryl’s input. 
 

 
 

 
Two speakers came to share with us their particular projects 
connected with prayer.  Janet Nelson has produced a book 
titled Let Us Pray, the outcome of writing intercessory prayers 
around the three-year cycle of readings as set down for 
Sunday liturgy in the Revised Common Lectionary. In 
addition, she has prepared prayers for special occasions and 
major festivals of the Church.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The second speaker was Betty 
Carpenter who not only spoke 
but showed some samples of 
The Prayer Quilt Ministry.  Quilts 
are made and given to recipients 
who have been consulted as to 
whether they would like to 
receive them.  The emphasis is 
centred on prayer.  The layers of 
the quilts are secured by knots, 
and each knot is tied with a 
prayer for the person who is to 
receive the quilt.  A Winifred Kiek 
Fellowship enabled Shu-Wen 
Chiang, the Executive Secretary 

of Asian Church Women’s Conference to be a guest at Conference.  National 
Executive had asked for a quilt to be made, and this was presented to Shu-Wen 
when Conference members had tied knots with prayers as requested by her. 
 
The Ecumenical Service was a memorable occasion.  The Welcome to Land by 
Vince Ross reminded us of our heritage as Australians, and President Elaine 
Johnson welcomed us as members of Australian Church Women.  We were able to 
join in the theme chorus written for Conference by Lynette Green, as well as 
sharing in the chosen hymns and hearing a vocal solo by Debbie Howard.  Dr Jill 
Tabart gave a challenging address, and others contributed as they led prayers, 
provided music and read the scriptures.  

 
And there were the business sessions.  Some of these dealt 
with remembering those who have died since last National 
Conference - and NSW had quite a long list – Olga Badger, 
Rosalyn Bemrose, Olive Beverley, Heather Stevens, Jean 
Todd and Marjory Verco.  A single stem was placed in a vase 
in memory of each person. 

Following the death of Marjory Verco, NSW proposed Edith Ridge as 
a second National Life Member.  The ACT Unit was very happy to 
endorse our recommendation, and Edith was duly welcomed in this 
capacity.  She joined Olive Ackland, Shirley Brooks, Ailsa Skippen, 
Juanita Miller, Janet Watts, Shirley Wells, Eunice Reidy, and Dorothy 
Wright, the other National Life Members attending Conference. 
 

 

 



Other business included the report of the Winifred Kiek Trust and the inclusion of 
twelve more entries for Honouring Australian Church Women.  From NSW there 
were Nancy McLaren, Joan Tong and Shirley Wells in recognition of their 
contribution to ACW as National President 2003-2005, Asian Church Women’s 
Conference and Fellowship of the Least Coin respectively, as well as their 
commitment to Australian Church Women generally.  Photos had been found for 
two of the earlier entries, leaving only one entry in the book still requiring a photo. 
 

 
 
Shu-Wen Chiang delivered a detailed address covering the history of Asian Church 
Women’s Conference and changes that have taken place over the 50 years of its 
existence.  Current concerns include sensitivity to the political situations in some 
member countries, awareness of gender issues and violence against women, and 
HIV/AIDS.  One of the most disturbing sections of her report related to the 
destructive denominationalism in Asia, a legacy of Western mission activity which 
sadly is an ongoing problem.  On the brighter side Shu-Wen told of the Post-
Tsunami Project in India and Sri Lanka and of the success of students who were 
supported by funds through ACWC.  Through the Christian Conference of Asia a 
Taiwanese woman, Rev Dominica, has worked in Cambodia in a program called 
‘Women’s Ecumenical Accompaniment for Vision and Empowerment’.  She is now 
to go to East Timor for two years, again with support from CCA, with the rider that if 
evaluation at the end of this time is positive, ACWC will take care of the program 
from 2009.   
 
 
 
 



 
Kaye Viney from Alice Springs was 
accompanied by two Aboriginal women 
from Hermannsburg, Clara Inkamala 
and Noreen Hudson.  Despite voice 
problems they were still able to sing for 
us in Aranda and Pitjantjatjara, and we 
tried our best to read and sing some 
short songs with them.  Clara is a 
potter at Hermannsburg and some of 
her art works are illustrated here.  It 
was somewhat ironical that as some 
ACW members resisted strongly when 
they were encouraged to make use of 
computers and internet, Clara in a 
dismissive way referred people to her 
website to find out more about her and 
her art and craft. 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
This extract from Clara’s website is instructional. 
“Aranda people like to learn and work in new things. My grandmother learnt to 

crochet for the church, my uncles learnt watercolour painting, my grandmother 

Clara was Albert Namatjira’s half sister (they had the same mother). And now, 

in this generation, we are first in pottery and we are traveling the world.”Clara 

Ngal Inkamala) 
 
 
 
 
 



Most reports to Conference were as in the Working Papers, with the opportunity for 
presenters to comment briefly if they wished.  They make interesting reading, but I 
make no attempt here to tell of their content. 
 
The launch of the much awaited Australian Church Women website was a triumph 
for those who have worked for years to bring it into being, and credit must go to 
Brenda Dickinson for her determination to make it happen.  We congratulate her! 
 
The work of the Victorian National Executive on ACW finances resulted in a 
number of resolutions, and it is to be hoped that there is greater clarity for future 
treasurers.  We were interested to learn that the Auditor advised the reversal of the 
Victorian National Executive with regards to GST.  The NSW Unit had proposed a 
change in the name of Social Justice Issues Convener to Social Issues Convener 
in an effort to encourage Units to tackle tasks within their capability, issues that 
would meet needs and not be divisive.  It must be said that the response from the 
floor was rather fierce and the motion was lost. 

 
There was an excursion which took us to an 
Aboriginal gallery and souvenir shop and 
then to Queenscliff on Wednesday 
afternoon.  The weather was not kind, but it 
was interesting to see something of the 
countryside beyond Geelong, and to indulge 
in a cup of coffee in the brief time we had at 
Queenscliff. 
 

 
The Conference Dinner 
was a ‘dress up’ affair, a 
meal where we enjoyed 
being waited on.  Food was 
a notch up from the 
everyday, rather more like 
a function.  The celebration 
marked the 21st National 
Conference - with a ‘fake 
cake’ that needed no 
cutting. We were also 
entertained by a young 
woman who sang for us. 
 
 

          
 



  
Iris Bray, Joy Morley, Barbara Lacy, Una Birtchnell, Jean Thomson, Jacqueline Hipwell, Helen Raymond,  
Donna Bryan, Marian Welford, Beth Skilbeck, Joan Margaret Lawton, Helen Lloyd, Jan Abrahamffy, 
Maher, Lola Adam    Constance Aronsen, Fran Moss, Donna Bryan 
Front:  Eunice Reidy, Elaine Johnson, Anne Murray Absent: Angela Devlin, Judith-Ann Sjostedt, Eileen Holley 

 

The Induction of ACT National Executive 2007-2009 allowed Conference to meet 
those who are taking office.  The inability of Queensland to commit to accepting the 
following National was a factor in Fran Moss who is now resident in Brisbane 
becoming the Special Days Convener.  We express our thanks for a job well done 
to Victoria, and offer best wishes to ACT for their term of office. 
 
The Conference had enabled the renewing of contact with people and the meeting 
of new.  During the closing ceremony retiring National President Major Elaine 
Johnson gathered together the main thoughts of the conference and the National 
Executive’s term of office in her final message on the theme Sharing the Loaf.  
Major Nancy McLaren, immediate past National President, spoke in appreciation of 
the work of the National Executive over the past two years and for the successful 
conference.  This was followed by a lovely time of passing the peace as the ladies 
moved around the conference room to share with each other in this way.  In what is 
almost becoming an ACW Conference tradition, the session ended with the united 
singing of the song Majesty!   
 
 

 
Past National Presidents:  Elaine Johnson, Nancy McLaren, Aileen Mortensen, 

Eunice Reidy, Shirley Brooks, Lorraine Davis, Marie McCann, Lee Edwards 

 



 
Past National Secretaries:  Barbara Lacy, Isabel Hewitt, Maureen Clark, 

Margaret Florence, Jean Thomson, Helen Richardson 

 

 
Past National Treasurers:  Ailsa Skippen, Dorothy Wright, 

Helen Lloyd, Nola Dickson, Iris Bray 
 

 
 

 

 
Isabel Hewitt 
Secretary NSW State Unit Inc 
 
with thanks to Lyn Middleton 
for her assistance 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



  

  



 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 

 
 



  
 

 


