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THE SHARK AND THE RAY: FROM THE SKY PILOT'S LOG, 2CH BROADCAST

The  lugge r Iola nthe  s tood c los e  ins hore  a s  we
e xa m ine d  the  c o ra l re e f fo r a  pa s s a ge  in to  the
s till wa te r b e twe e n  th e  re e f a n d  th e  is la n d .  S o
clea r wa s  the  wa te r tha t we  could s ee  the  bottom
quite  c le a rly.  P re s e n tly the  boy a t the  bow s ig -
n a lle d  to  m e ;  I s wu n g  o ve r  th e  t ille r  a n d  th e
lugge r,  with  a  fina l p lunge  in  the  s u rf,  s lid  in to
the  pa s s a ge  a nd ga ine d the  pla cid wa te rs  ins ide
the  re e f.

In  th is  s t ill wa te r  we  lo o ke d  d o wn  o n  livin g
ga rdens  of cora l a nd s ea  weed, peopled by innum-

e ra ble  c re a ture s  of vivid  colour.  Only thos e  who
ha ve  s e e n living cora l ca n im a gine  the  be a uty of
co ra l ga rde ns .  The  b le a che d  s pe c im e n  o f co ra l
s o ofte n dis pla ye d in  m us e um s , be a utiful though
the y m a y be ,  a re  on ly s ke le tons .  He re  wa s  the
living  po lyp  in  h is  na tu ra l hom e .  For a  m om e nt
I a d m ire d  a  ra in b o w c o lo u re d  g a rd e n ; th e n  th e
a n c h o r ra tt le d  n o is ily in to  th e  wa te r a n d ,  a s  if
by m a g ic ,  m os t o f the  be a u ty ha d  d is a ppe a re d ;
th e  p o lyp s  h a d  with d ra wn  in to  th e ir  c u p  - like
h o m e s  le a vin g  o n ly d in g y b ro wn  lu m p s  o n  th e
rock.
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We waited and our pa tience  was rewarded by
s e e ing the  polyps  come  out of s e clus ion a nd
a ga in wa s  the  colour spre a d be fore  our e ye s .
The se  we re  the  s ta ghorn cora ls ; a s  if pla nte d
like  flowers in separate  beds, we saw colonies of
blue , he liotrope , la ve nde r, purple , re d, pink,
gre e n, brown, ye llow a nd e ve ry conce iva ble
colour in  be twe e n. I could ha ve  s pe nt hours
a dmiring the  be a uty, but the  boy pus he d the
dinghy ove r the  s ide  a nd a t the  sudde n spla sh
the  colours  aga in disappea red. I took my place
in the  s te rn of the  dinghy a nd Da n pulle d for
the shore.

A white  m a n ca m e  down to  m e e t us . He
seemed strange ly out of place  in such a  se tting,
ye t he  was not unexpected, for it was to see  him
tha t we  had come  to the  is land. He  was  not an
old man, but his  ha ir, faded by sun and ra in, a t
firs t glance  appeared to be  grey; it was not until
we  we re  quite  close  tha t I re a lise d he  wa s  we ll
unde r thirty yea rs  of age . He  had an open face
a nd cle a r e ye s  but his  mouth wa s  we a k, a nd I
began to be lieve  some of the  things I had heard
a bou t h im .  He  g re e te d  m e  qu ie tly,  withou t
m uch e nthus ia s m , ye t I kne w he  wa s  gla d to
see me.

"Hullo ,  S m ithy," he  s a id .  "The  s kippe r o f
the  "Noos a " s a id you would be  a long one  of
these days."

"We ll, he re  I a m! How's  the  turtle  she ll a nd
trepang business going?"

"Not too ba d. I'm ge tting e nough to pa y my
tucke r bill, but not e nough to ma ke  a  fortune .
It m ight be  wors e ."

"I've  go t s om e  m a il, " I to ld  h im .  "I know
wha t tha t means  to an isola ted man, so I won't
hold out on you. The re  a re  only thre e  le tte rs ,
but plenty of pape rs  and magazine s  in the  lug-
ge r. I'll le a ve  the m with you."

"Tha nks . You won't m ind if I ope n the  le t-
te rs , will you?  It's  thre e  months  s ince  the  la s t
ma il. S it down in the  sha de  of the  coco-nuts . I
won't be  a  minute ."

I wa tche d the  e xpre ss ion on P e te r's  fa ce  a s
he  re a d  h is  m a il.  The  firs t le tte r he  m e re ly
skimme d through; the  s e c ond  one  he  re a d
s lowly, a nd once  or twice  the re  wa s  a  pa ine d
e xpre ss ion in his  e ye s ; the  third le tte r he  he ld
for a  fe w m om e nts  without ope ning  it a nd  I
sa w him gla nce  round the  is la nd a nd he s ita te ,
a s  if re lucta nt to ope n it.

He  re a d s lowly a nd ca re fully, bre a king off
e ve ry fe w mome nts  a nd looking a bout him a s
if to re a s s ure  hims e lf tha t he  wa s  s till on his
little  tropic is le . Whe n he  finis he d re a ding he
tucked the  le tte r ca re fully into its  enve lope  and
s a t s till a nd s ta re d out to s e a  for s o long tha t
I thought he  ha d forgotte n me .

"Peter! E v e ryth in g  a ll r ig h t  a t  h o m e ? " I
asked.

"Eh, wha t's  tha t?  Oh, ye s ; e ve rything 's  a ll_
_

coming past this  way aga in?"
"If a n y m a il c o m e s  fo r yo u  I will d ro p  it

from  the  a e rop la ne  whe n  I'm  on  m y wa y to
Groote  Eyla ndt; but I ca n't la nd on this  is la nd.
It might be  s ix months  or more  be fore  I come
this  wa y a ga in in the  lugge r. Look he re , P e te r,
why not come  ba ck with me  this  trip?  The re 's
nothing to ke e p you he re , nothing a t a ll."

"No, I'm s topping he re . Thanks  a ll the  same .
I .. I ca n ne ve r go ba ck to the  city."

"Tha t's  nonse nse . You're  only a  young ma n;
you ca n 't bury yours e lf up he re  like  a  bla ck-
fe llow!"

"You don't unde rs ta nd. If you kne w the  s tory

I th ink you would ."
"I d o  kn o w th e  s to ry, " I to ld  h im .  "Yo u r

m o th e r wro te  to  m e .  S h e  wa n ts  yo u  to  g o
home."

"S he  hinte d a t it. I could re a d a  lot more  be -
tween the  lines . You came  up he re  to ge t away
irom tne  a rinic; wa sn-t  m a t  Iv -

you I ha d be e n in ja il? "
"No; but I he a rd  tha t from  othe rs .  I d idn 't

know if it wa s  true  or not. One  he a rs  a  lot of
rumours  in this  country."

"It wa s  true . Tha t's  why I ca n 't go ba ck
ever."

"Wha teve r you might have  done  has  nothing
to do with your going ba ck now. You ca n't run
a wa y from  life . Why not fa ce  up to it a nd go
ba ck a nd live  it down? "

"No.  S om e how you don 't look like  a  m ur-
de re r to me !"

with a  ca r.  I don 't re m e m be r a nything a bout

I ca me  round."
"It was  a  most unfortuna te  accident. But tha t

is  no re a s on for you to wa s te  the  re s t of your
life  he re .  Com e  ba ck with  m e  a nd  fa ce  the
mus ic. Oh, I know you've  pa id the  pe na lty a s
fa r a s  the  law is  concerned; but come  back and
face  the  world and s ta rt a ll ove r aga in."

"No. No, I couldn't do tha t. S ome thing like
. . .  like  wha t ha ppe ne d be fore  m ight ha ppe n
a ga in. If I ge t drink I go ma d, I ca n't he lp my-
self."

"We ll,  cu t out the  drink.  You 've  m a na ge d
ve ry we ll without it for the  la s t s ix months ."_ _

"But whe n I me e t the  othe r fe llows  I use d to
kn o w I . . .  I m ig h t b e  te m p te d  to  h a v e  o n e
drink. Tha t'd be  e nough to s ta rt me  off a ga in;
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I'm  s u re  it wo u ld .  I c a n 't le a ve  it a lo n e  o n c e  I
s ta rt .  Th e  o n ly s a fe  wa y is  n e ve r to  g o  b a c k
whe re  I c a n  ge t d rink."

"I th in k yo u 're  b e in g  ra th e r s illy," I to ld  h im .
"S o m e  m e n  c a n  ta ke  a  d rin k a n d  le a ve  it  a t
tha t.  Evide n tly you  ca n 't.  The  on ly s a fe  wa y is
fo r yo u  to  c u t it o u t a lto g e th e r.  Bu t th e  lo n g e r
you s ta y he re , a fra id to  trus t yours e lf, the  wors e
it  will b e  fo r yo u .  Yo u 'll n o t  o n ly wa s te  yo u r
life ,  b u t yo u 'll le a rn  to  d e s p is e  yo u rs e lf a n d  it
will a ffe c t your cha ra c te r in  o the r wa ys . You 're
living  in  a  ma ke  -be lie f world ; it's  no t re a l. Me n
ha ve  trie d  be fo re  to  run  a wa y from a ll te mpta -
tion  bu t it c a n 't be  done . S oone r o r la te r you 'll
ha ve  to  go  ba ck to  the  c ity a nd  ha ve  cha ra c te r
e n o u g h  to  re fu s e  th a t firs t d rin k."

"Bu t tha t's  wha t s c a re s  m e . I m igh t do  it fo r
a  m o n th ,  o r a  ye a r,  b u t th e n ,  m a yb e ,  I'd  s lip
a ga in . I cou ldn 't fa ce  it; no t a ga in! If you  could
ha ve  s e e n  tha t court with  a ll thos e  fa ce s  look-
in g  a t m e  a n d  h a tin g  m e  . . .  o h ,  it wa s  a wfu l!"

"Yo u r m o th e r wa n ts  yo u  b a c k; s h e  to ld  m e
s o  in  he r le tte r.  Wha t a bou t your fa the r?  Ha ve
you  he a rd  from  h im ? "

"Ye s ,  I've  ju s t h a d  a  le tte r . fro m  Da d .  He  . . .
he  s a ys  the  s a me  a s  Mum."

"I d o n 't wa n t to  b e  in q u is itive ,  b u t th a t th ird
le tte r wa s  in  a  wo m a n 's  h a n d writin g .  Ha s  th a t
a nyth ing  to  do  with  you r de c is ion? '

"No  . . .  ye s  . . .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e .  It  w a s  f r o m

"Doe s n 't s he  wa n t you  to  go  ba ck? "
"Ye s ; b u t yo u  s e e  it  wa s  h e r b ro th e r th a t I

kille d ."
"It is  c e rta in ly ve ry c o m p lic a te d .  Bu t if s h e

wa nts  you to  go ba ck why not do s o? "
"I. . .  I d o n 't  kn o w wh a t to  d o .  I fe e l I c a n ' t

fa c e  the m  a ll a fte r . . .  a fte r wha t's  ha ppe ne d ."
P e te r wa s  s ile n t a n d  we  b o th  lo o ke d  o u t to

s e a .  Two  h u n d re d  ya rd s  fro m  th e  b e a c h  th e
dors a l fin  o f a  s ha rk cu t the  c le a r wa te r o f the
ba y. S udde nly the re  wa s  a  mighty s pla s h  a nd a
ra y or de vil fis h  le a pt c le a r of the  wa te r a nd fe ll
ba ck with  a  re s ound ing  s p la s h . The  s ha rk wa s
in  purs u it.  We  fo rgo t our d is cus s ion  a nd  ra ce d
down to  the  be a ch  to  wa tch .

Ag a in  a n d  a g a in  th e  d e vil ra y le a p t o u t o f
the  wa te r,  ris ing  e igh t o r te n  fe e t e a c h  time  in
a  va in  a tte m p t to  e lu d e  th e  d re a d e d  e n e m y.
Ag a in  a n d  a g a in  th e  s h a rk a tta c ke d  a n d  e a c h
time  the  ra y ros e  from the  wa te r a  fra c tion  of a
s e cond be fore  the  s ha rk s truck.

Th e  s h a rk wa s  o b vio u s ly tryin g  to  d rive  th e
ra y in to  d e e p e r wa te r b u t with  d e s p e ra te  c u n -
n in g  th e  ra y m a d e  fo r th e  s h a llo ws .  On c e  th e
s ha rk rippe d  a  p ie ce  c le a n  ou t o f the  "wing" o f
the  ra y a nd the  wa te r wa s  s ta ine d re d. But now
th e  ra y wa s  in  s h a llo w wa te r wh ic h  b e c a m e
m u d d y a n d  d is c o lo u re d  u n til we  c o u ld  b a re ly
ma ke  ou t the  fo rm of the  ra y a s  it s lid  s o  c los e

to the  be a ch tha t it wa s  ba re ly cove re d by wa te r.
He re  the  s ha rk cou ld  no t go , a nd  a fte r c ru is ing
a bou t fo r a  long  time  it e ve n tua lly ma de  ou t to
s e a . P e te r s ighe d with re lie f.

"I'm  g la d  it g o t a wa y," h e  s a id .  "S o m e h o w I
ca n  unde rs ta nd  how it mus t ha ve  fe lt whe n  the
s h a rk  wa s  a fte r  it .  It 's  a  te rr ib le  th in g  to  b e

"Th e  s h a rk wo u ld n 't  b e  c o n te n t with  lo c k-

the  sha rk's  s toma ch!"
"You know wha t I me a n  a ll righ t. Life  ca n  be

te rrib ly c rue l.  I hope  the  ra y s ta ys  the re  till a ll
da nge r is  pa s t."

We  wa tc h e d  fo r a n  h o u r o r m o re ; th e n  with
s ca rce ly a  move me nt of the  wings  the  ra y glide d
ba ck in to  de e p  wa te r a nd  wa s  los t to  vie w.

"I'll be t tha t ra y ha s  le a rne d its  le s s on," P e te r
re ma rke d . "It'll ke e p  c le a r o f s ha rks  in , fu ture ."

"Ye s , P e te r; bu t you  no tice  it s ta ye d  in  s ha l-
low wa te r on ly un til the  imme dia te  da nge r ha d
pa s s e d , the n  it we nt ba ck in to  the  da nge r zone
o f th e  d e e p  wa te r.  It  wo u ld  h a ve  s ta rve d  to
de a th  if it ha d  s ta ye d  in  s ha llow wa te r. We  ca n
le a rn  a  le s s o n  fro m  n a tu re .  Yo u  c a n  ru n  a wa y
a n d  b e  s h e lte re d  fro m  d a n g e r fo r a  b rie f p e r-
io d ,  b u t n o t a ll th e  tim e .  S o o n e r o r la te r yo u
h a ve  to  g o  b a c k in to  th e  d a ily fig h t  with  th e
wo rld .  Yo u  a re  a fra id  th a t  yo u  will n o t  h a ve
s tre ng th  e nough  to  ke e p  a wa y from te mpta tion
a nd  you  a re  righ t.  Bu t God  doe s  no t e xpe c t u s
to  s urvive  by our own s tre ngth . Go ba ck, P e te r,
to  th e  wo rld  yo u  le ft ;  p u t  yo u r  fa ith  in  G o d
th ro u g h  Ch ris t a n d  He  will s e e  th a t yo u  d o n 't
g o  u n d e r.  No w, wh a t a b o u t it? "

"E ve ryo n e  will b e  a g a in s t m e ,  a fte r wh a t's
ha ppe ne d."

"No  th e y wo n 't.  Yo u 'll fin d  p le n ty o f frie n d s
to  h e lp  yo u .  In  a n y c a s e  if yo u  h a ve  Go d  with
you  the re  is  no  ne e d  to  fe a r a nyth ing . S t.  P a u l
te lls  us  in  the  10 th  cha p te r o f the  firs t le tte r to
th e  Co rin th ia n s : "Go d  is  fa ith fu l,  wh o  will n o t
s u ffe r  yo u  to  b e  te m p te d  a b o ve  th a t  ye  a re
a b le ; b u t will with  th e  te m p ta tio n  a ls o  m a ke  a
wa y to  e s ca pe , tha t ye  ma y be  a b le  to  be a r it."

LOS T LETTERS : S o m e tim e s ,  b u t n o t o fte n ,
we  le a rn of le tte rs  a ddre s s e d to us  going a s tra y.
We  s u g g e s t  th a t  a ll le t te rs  b e  a d d re s s e d  to
"Ma re lla  Mis s io n  F a rm ,  Bo x 2 9 ,  P o s t O ffic e ,
C a s tle  Hill. " P o s ta l No te s  a n d  Mo n e y Ord e rs
s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  p a ya b le  to  "Ma re lla  Mis s io n
F a rm " a t  C AS TLE  HILL P o s t  O ffic e .  We  a re
a lwa ys  s ho rt s ta ffe d  a nd  s om e tim e s  the re  is  a
little  d e la y in  a n s we rin g  le tte rs ; b u t if a  re p ly
ha s  not be e n  re ce ive d  with in  14  da ys  we  would
b e  g la d  if yo u  will le t u s  kn o w.

VO LUNTAR Y W O R KE R S :  Mu c h  va lu a b le
a s s is ta n c e  h a s  b e e n  g ive n  to  u s  b y vo lu n ta ry
worke rs  during the  pa s t we e ks . It is  not pos s ible
to  m e n tio n  a ll o u r vo lu n ta ry wo rke rs  b y n a m e
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a s  the re  a re  ove r 100 of the se  including those
he lping a t our S a le  of Work. Howe ve r the re
a re  s ome  individua ls  a nd groups  tha t s hould
be  me ntione d. We  ha ve  a lre a dy spoke n of the
s p le n d id  wo rk d o n e  b y th e  Lio n s  C lu b  o f
Ba ulkha m  Hills .  This  Club  fin is he d  work on
its  section of the  children's  quarte rs  and handed
it over to us ready for use . Five rooms, however,
re ma ine d to be  re nova te d. Me n of the  Toc H
have  s tepped into the  gap and a re  unde rtaking
the  re nova tion of some  of the se  rooms . The ir
work is grea tly apprecia ted and when completed
will be  a  dis tinct a sse t to us .

A group of S cout Le a de rs , orga nise d by Mr.
Kennedy, has a lready done  a  grea t dea l of work
building, road making and othe r e ssentia l jobs .
We  a re  e xpe cting the m ba ck in Nove mbe r to
comple te  much tha t the y ha ve  so a bly be gun;
in fact we  have  so much lined up for them to do
on the ir ne xt vis it tha t we  a re  a fra id of bre a k-
ing the ir he a rts !

When our lea fle ts  have  to be  folded and pre -
pa re d for pos ting we  a lwa ys  ca ll on a  group of
volunte e rs  from  Holroyd Me thodis t Church
he a de d by Mr. a nd Mrs . Locke . The ir va lua ble
a ss is ta nce  e na ble s  us  to comple te  the  ta sk of
wra pping ove r 2000 copie s  of the  S ky P ilo t
News in the  shortest possible  time .

We  a re  now a ble  to e njoy a  ple ntiful supply
of fre sh ve ge ta ble s  from our ga rde n tha nks  to
the  e fforts  of Mr. L. Ma he r a nd his  s ons . Mr.
Ma he r ha s  ta ke n ove r this  work in a  wonde rful
wa y.  He  e ve n  bought a  s m a ll ro ta ry hoe  to
a ss is t with the  cultiva tion. Done  e ntire ly a t his
own e xpe nse  (he  e ve n supplie s  the  se e ds) the
ga rde n is  a  cre dit to his  untiring e fforts  a nd it
is  a  grea t a sse t to us . It is  difficult to imagine  a
more  pra ctica l wa y of supporting this  work for
the  da rk children. Mr. Mahe r a lso conducts  the
P lant S ta ll a t our S a le  of Work, a lmost entire ly
s tocke d with his  own pla nts  a nd shrubs .

The Aborigina l Children's Advancement
Committe e  ha s  worke d ha rd for us . The y pro-
vide d a  ne w wa s hing m a chine ,  a  lo t of ne w
shee ts  and pillow ca se s  be s ide s  pla s tic pla te s ,
mugs , ca s e s  of fruit a nd ma ny othe r a rticle s .
We apprecia te  a ll they have  done  and are  doing
for us .

Mr. a nd Mrs . J .  Brooks  he ld a  ba rbe cue  a t

which wa s  brought out to the  Miss ion Fa rm to
a s s is t in our work. This  wa s  a  s ple ndid e ffort
and the  results  a re  astonishing.

The  Lions  Club ha ve  a ls o a rra nge d for a n
honora ry ba rbe r to  ca ll re gula rly a t the  Mis -
s ion Fa rm to cut the  childre n's  ha ir. This  will
be  a  gre a t boon to Mrs . La ngford -S mith who
pre vious ly ha d to a tte nd to a ll this .

CHRIS TMAS  GIFTS : We  a re  ofte n a s ke d
to na me  the  mos t use ful gifts  for the  childre n.
Actua lly a  gift of mone y is  the  mos t use ful a s
the n it is  poss ible  for us  to purcha se  jus t wha t
a  child ne e ds  mos t a t the  mome nt. As  fa r a s
pe rsona l gifts  a re  conce rne d we  usua lly ha ve
s uffic ie nt toys  but the  fo llowing a rtic le s  a re
a lways apprecia ted: exercise  and botany books
for school; toilet articles such as combs, brushes,
tooth brushe s , soa p, tooth pa s te , bobby pins ;
s ocks , s ingle ts , pa nts  (a ls o la rge  s ize  pla s tic
pants), white  shoe  cleane r, ha ir ribbons , tennis
shoes, sizes 10 to 4. Gifts of tinned food, grocer-
ie s  and fre sh fruit a re  e specia lly apprecia ted.

P ARTIES : The  childre n a re  we ll ca te re d for
a t this  time  of the  ye a r with re ga rd to pa rtie s
and no free  Sa turdays a re  ava ilable . It is  ha rdly
ne ce ssa ry to s ta te  tha t we  do not ha ve  pa rtie s
on  S unda ys .  F rie nds  who wa nt to  bring  out
gifts  for the  childre n should conta ct us  we ll in
a dva nce  s o tha t we  ma y be  s ure  the  childre n
are  here .

HOLIDAYS : Th e  c h ild re n  will b e  g o in g
a wa y for the ir holida ys  from  S a turda y,  29th
December, 1962 till S a turda y, 19th J a nua ry,
1963. Following the  practice  of other years they
will be  s taying in the  homes of va rious  friends .
The  Miss ion Fa rm will be  close d down for this
pe riod from 29th De ce mbe r to 19th J a nua ry;
most of our s ta ff will be  away on the ir own holi-
da ys ; it is  spe cia lly a ske d tha t vis itors  do not
ca ll during tha t pe riod.

SUPPORT: J a nua ry is  a lwa ys  a  le a n month
for th is  Mis s ion  fina nc ia lly.  Eve n  while  the
children a re  away most of our current expenses
ha ve  to be  me t a nd we  a sk spe cia lly tha t you
re m e m be r us  in  your pra ye rs  a nd with  your
gifts . We  a re  de e ply gra te ful for the  s ple ndid
s upport we  ha ve  re ce ive d during this  ye a r. It
ha s  been most encouraging and it ha s  enabled
us  to progre ss  s te adily in our work for the  da rk
children. Most people  make  a  specia l e ffort for
miss ions  a t Chris tma s  time  a nd we  a ppre cia te
this ; a t the  sa me  time  ple a se  do not forge t us
in J a nua ry. We  a re  only your a ge nts  a nd our
progre s s  de pe nds  on your cons ta nt s upport
throughout the  whole  of the  ye a r.
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