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Where to begin?  Having worked over the two years in preparation for National Conference it was a 

great relief to see it all come together.  The New South Wales National Executive proved to be a 

great team, and we felt the absence of Jean Porteous who was unable to share with us at Conference 

because of ill health.  Preparations were tuned as finely as possible with each member accepting 

responsibility as required.  We appreciated the many gifts Executive members brought and their 

willingness to use them. 
 

 
Lyn Middleton, Marie Craddock, Joan Tong, Nola Dickson, Brenda Dickinson, Eileen Holley, Edith Ridge, Shirley Wells 

Jan Harrison, Nancy McLaren, Cela Cooper, Isabel Hewitt (absent:  Jean Porteous) 

 

 

 

 

Celebration was the keynote of Conference, but as 

Vala reminded us, this not only gave us happiness 

but also brought responsibility for the future.  To 

have two international guests of the stature of the 

Rev Valamotu Palu and Dr Esther Byu was 

certainly a godsend.  Both are ‘big’ women – 

though perhaps seeing them together rather than 

hearing what they had to say might belie this 

thought. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

     Dr Esther Byu &  Rev Valamotu Palu 
 



 

Our focus on the Fellowship of the Least Coin enabled us to hear from 

Esther who expressed her joy at celebrating with us and brought greetings 

from the International Committee for Fellowship of the Least Coin which 

would meet in New Delhi soon after our Conference.  As ICFLC celebrates 

the legacy of 50 years it is visioning the future and living the Jubilee.  But 

is it possible to measure the power of prayer offered as least coins are 

given?  Or the effect of grants on recipients?  Clearly we need to embrace 

the least among us.  The small folder we each received was loaded with 

information and challenges as we continue to promote Fellowship of the 

Least Coin in New South Wales.  We were pleased to hear reports of two 

of the projects which have received grants in recent years.  The audiovisual 

presentation on the history of FLC was well received – both on its showing 

and as a CD which all Units were given for their own use. 

 

Pastor Annie Lewis-Bramall works with Hope Street Women’s Space and 

she gave us insights into ways of reaching the marginalised, especially 

women working as prostitutes in inner city areas of Sydney.  The work is 

characterised by ‘walking slowly beside those in need’ – accepting that 

there will be setbacks – seeking to find alternative ways of earning a living, 

working to enable grace in restoring life. 

 

 

Sister Joan Westblade illustrated how prayer like a ripple on a lake is 

working to spread the element of compassion in nursing.  This began with 

the four nurses from East Timor who came to Australia for a special 

primary health care program.  The nurses did not see the value of the 

training immediately, but slowly it is catching on.  Because of high 

illiteracy pictorial charts help patients and carers develop awareness of how 

to increase the value of treatment by taking care with cleanliness and 

showing compassion. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Following the Ecumenical Service at which Vala was the speaker, and our special lunch, the 

Winifred Kiek Scholarship 40
th
 Anniversary was marked by National Executive and each 

State/Territory Unit being presented with a copy of Honouring Australian Church Women.  All 

Units will be able to reflect at any time on those who went before, rather than being restricted to 

each time national executive is in that State.  We were introduced to the ‘new entries’ who included 

Marie McCann, Lucelle King, Mina Whybourne, Edith Ridge. 

 

 



 

Bible studies were presented by Sister Patricia Stevenson and Captain Robyn Collins.  Each was 

very different from the other, but both were instructive and thought provoking, picking up the 

theme of Forward Together in Christ.  From the Acts of the Apostles and the Book of Nehemiah 

we were given insights into prayerful approach, the value of teamwork and cooperation, making 

contact with the wider community, using conflict in a healthy way and being open to change.  They 

were good starting points, but as Bible studies they were over all too soon. 

 

 

 

 

We honoured deceased members in a beautifully 

presented segment arranged by Edith Ridge.  A 

floating candle was lit for each State Unit as a flower 

was added to the bowl for each member who had died 

over the two years since last conference.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

And we honoured the new National Life Members 

nominated by their States:  Juanita Miller – Tasmania, 

Shirley Wells – NSW, Janet Watts and Leila Wilson – 

WA. 

 

 
 

            Janet Watts, Juanita Miller, Shirley Wells 
 

 

 

Devotions were well prepared by each Unit, and the 

dramatic presentation of the ‘Good Samaritan’ by 

South Australia must rate a mention.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So too The Prayer Concert conducted by Lyn Middleton 

where we progressed from solo, to trio, ensemble, and full 

orchestra.  Lyn had already set a good direction for the 

conference in her address at the Opening Service.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Amidst all this we devoted our attention to matters of business.  We agreed that it would indeed be 

good to have an Australian Church Women website.  Concern for the welfare of people with mental 

health problems resulted in a motion calling on governments to take it seriously and do something 

about it.  We spent time considering the future aims and structure of Australian Church Women, a 

matter which we agreed needs to be revisited. 

 

South Australia gave us an insight into their Community Concern Project – an annual series of 

events that raise money to help their chosen cause.  It has an outreach into the wider community 

that is a good example to all. 

 

 
 

Vala helped us to understand the fragility of the Pacific islands with the creeping threat of global 

warming.  In Australia we must take heed.  Heather Reid brought us news of the outside world, and 

from our idyllic location at Collaroy we tried to imagine the horror of devastation in Pakistan.  Our 

retiring offering from the Closing Service was channelled through the National Council of Churches 

emergency fund for Pakistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Salvation Army Sydney Staff 

Songsters brought us a delightful 

musical program.  It was a treat to 

be part of the audience to hear and 

see their first rate performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Good Shepherd Trading Circle 

which works to help women trade 

their way out of poverty provided a 

segment of information and 

opportunity to buy wares.  

Resembling something of a Boxing 

Day sale the tables were cleared 

more quickly than the Sisters could 

believe.  Items of quality ranged 

from toys to clothing to household 

goods, and it is not surprising they 

were so eagerly bought.  We are 

fortunate in Sydney that we can go to 

Ashfield and lend our support to this 

encouraging project assisting women 

in African, Asian and Latin 

American countries. 

 

 

The NSW State Unit can be proud of the work done by National Executive.  Nancy McLaren as 

President did a wonderful job, backed by a team who shared her vision and who worked hard to 

glorify God and serve those who joined us at Collaroy. 

 

 
Nancy McLaren with former National Presidents of Australian Church Women 

Lorraine Davis, Shirley Brooks, Eunice Reidy, Nancy McLaren, Aileen Mortensen, Lee Edwards, Marie McCann 

 

 

Thanks then to Nancy McLaren, Cela Cooper, Jan Harrison, Nola Dickson, Brenda Dickinson, 

Shirley Wells, Eileen Holley, Joan Tong, Jean Porteous, Edith Ridge, Marie Craddock and Lyn 

Middleton. 

 

Isabel Hewitt 

Secretary NSW State Unit Inc 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



          

 
 
 



 

 



 



 



 

 



    



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 



     



 



 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 


