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O U R  D A I L Y  O U T R A G E S .

Very few  people know, let alone realise, 
that 1000 drink cases pass through the Courts 
of this State each week. T h ree-fifth s of 
these are “ plain drunks” ) the balance are 
o f  the kind illustrated by the follow ing c lip ­
pings from  the daily press:

PASSENGER’S JEWELS.
A TAXI-CAB STORY.

On a charge o f stealing a diam ond brooch, 
a diamond ring, a string o f pearls, and other 
articles, of a value o f £245, the property of 
Lena D ean ,' Edward McM ullen (32), tax i- 
driver, was com m itted for  trial a t the Cen­
tral P olice Court last week.

Mrs. Dean stated that she engaged M c­
Mullen’s taxi to drive her to Coogee. She 
asked defendant if  he could get her a drink. 
He returned with a glass o f  whisky and 
some lager, portion  of which witness drank. 
“ The cab then proceeded to Centennial 
Park,” said Mrs. Dean, “ where defendant 
alighted and said a tyre had burst. A fter a 
while he got in the cab alongside me, and 
I told him to leave, and drive me home. 
The next I knew was that defendant had 
gone, and taken my jew ellery and m oney."

A ccording to the police, the tax i-cab  was 
found with Mrs. Dean sitting alone in it at 
an early hour on Sunday morning. She ap ­
peared to be very drunk.

Defendant was allow ed bail in £200.

ASTORIA FLATS.
LIQUOR RAID SEQUEL.

FINES TOTAL £80.
The sequel to the police raid on the A s ­

toria Plats, K irribilli, was heard at the North 
Sydney Police Court last week.

Ernest W arburton  Jeanes pleaded guilty 
to having allowed liquor to be sold on the 
premises, he not being the holder o f a license. 
He was fined £50, in default six m onths’ jail.

A  plea of guilty w as entered by John 
Cuneen, an em ployee o f Jeanes, to a  charge 
of having sold two bottles o f beer to a man 
w ho w as described as a resident at the 
flats. Cuneen was fined £30, or three 
m onths’ jail.

Evidence w as given by Sergeant Russell 
that a large quantity o f  beer and a number 
o f bottles o f  wine were found on the 
premises when the police made the visit.

WHY THE DIFFERENCE?
MOTORISTS AND PUBLICANS.

LANG’S DISCRIMINATION.
“ To rob the road-users of this State of 

about £650,000 in the current year on the 
score that the Main R oads Board has ■ more 
money than it can use, and then to rem it 
thé collections from  hotelkeepers because 
the fund for com pensation in respect of 
cancelled licenses is in credit, am ounts to 
an act o f the grossest political im m orality,” 
declared the president o f the National Roads 
and M otorists’ A ssociation  (Mr. J. C. W a t­
son).

“ The discrim ination against the m otorist 
is made the m ore intolerable because of the 
refusal o f the State Governm ent to accept 
£552,000 offered by the Com monwealth in 
part return for  the total paid by the petrol 
users of this State through the special tax 
o f twopence a gallon— an am ount that would 
represent considerable w ork for the u n for­
tunate unem ployed."

GIRL’S DEATH.
MOTORIST FOR TRIAL.

SERGEANT’S EVIDENCE.
The inquest concerning the death o f  Joan 

Lorraine Barron (6), who was knocked down 
and fatally injured by a m otor-car driven 
by A lfred H enry Stanborough, on the Old 
South H ead-road on January 7,< w as co n ­
tinued by the City Coroner last week.

Sergeant Prowse, o f W averley, said Stan­
borough was under the influence o f  liquor, 
thick in his speech, incoherent, and unsteady 
on his legs.

W hen witness said, “ It is a great pity a 
man of your experience should drive a m otor 
car while under the in fluence of liquor,” 
Stanborough laughed and said, “Yes, that’s 
right, sergeant, I have been driving a long 
time, and have had only six accidents.” 
Stanborough laughed again.

W itness said to him, “Do you realise the 
girl you knocked down is seriously ill in 
hosp ita l?” Stanborough laughed, and re-, 
plied, “ I am not aware that I knocked a n y ­
body down.”

“ H ow  m any people have you knocked 
down since you have been driv in g ? ’’ asked 
witness. Stanborough thought a moment, 
and said, “Only tw o.”

Stanborough, who was present in Court, 
and w as defended by Mr. J. W . Abigail, 
elected not to give evidence at that stage.

The Coroner recorded a  finding o f  m an­
slaughter against Stanborough, who' w as 
com m itted for trial to the Criminal Court.

The N ord ic: “Ayp want to take dis book 
from  de library.”

Librarian: “ This ‘Ben H ur’ ?”
The N ord ic: “ Yas, dat ban she.”

F U L L  O F  V A L U E

WOMAN FINED £100.
“ OBLIGED THE CONSTABLE.”

Violet Broad, alias H ow chol, alias Smith, 
alias W ilson, was fined £100 at the Central 
Police Court last week on a charge o f  selling- 
liquor w ithout a license in Low er Cam pbell- 
street.

Sergeant Asquith stated that defendant 
sold a bottle o f  beer to a  constable on Satur­
day night. The constable, who w as.in  m ufti, 
asked defendant where he could procure 

/  som e liquor, and the - wom an was seen to 
enter a house in CampbeU-street, and r e ­
turn with the beer.

Defendant, it was said, had been co n ­
victed o f a sim ilar offence in 1911.
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NINE O’CLOCK—AND AFTER.
----------------------------I

P O L I T I C A L  P R I N C I P L E  A N D  T H E  L I Q U O R  A C T .

The Liquor A ct Am endm ent Bill, now  b e ­
fore Parliam ent, is destined to becom e law. 
W e are under no illusions in that regard. In 
the light ot a long and saddening experience, 
we dare not lay the flattering unction to our 
soul that anything we m ay say on the m atter 
at this stage can have the slightest e ffe ct 
upon the issue. The venality o f public life  
in New South W ales has at last com e to 
this pass, that all appeals to consistency and 
sincerity- o f purpose in political action fall, 
like thè prophecies of Cassandra, upon deaf, 
or at any rate unsym pathetic, ears. E x p e ­
diency has definitely dethroned principle as 
the m otive force in politics in this State.

Nevertheless, we should be false to our 
duties and responsibilities were we, m erely 
for the reasons stated 'above, ' to perm it this 
measure to go on the Statute Book o f the 
country w ithout placing on record against it 
a reasoned and emphatic protest. For this 
bill raises issues which altogether transcend 
the mere question o f  how it a ffects  the fo r ­
tunes o f the liquor trade. The tim e and the 
manner of its introduction, as well as its 
form, strike at the very roots of public 
morality.

BLUDGEONED THROUGH—WHY?
At the fag-end of a storm y and o v e r­

crowded Parliam entary session, in the course 
of which the Government itself only su c­
ceeded in retaining office by devices w hich 
have left an unpleasant im pression on the 
public mind, the M inister of Justice brings 
down a bill m aking valuable concessions to ' 
the liquor interest. There' was no urgency 
for such a measure at this particular time. 
No public agitation had demanded it, no 
press cam paign advocated it. Other bills 
of greater urgency, and already on the. Order 
Paper, must jo in  the “ slaughtered innocents” 
for lack of tim e to deal with them, but this, 
one, unheralded and unsought, must be 
bludgeoned through Parliam ent at all costs. 
W hy?

An exam ination o f the measure itself sup­
plies the answer. The bill makes two altera­
tions in the existing law : it proposes to 
legalise the sale o f  liquor with meals in 
hotels up to 9 p.m., and it proposes to rem it 
the existent paym ent of 3 per cent, towards 
the com pensation fund adm inistered by the 
•Licenses Reduction Board. No Governm ent 
is ever at a loss to find plausible excuses for 
doing what it wants to do and the G overn­
ment of which Mr. J. T. Lang and the Hon. J. 
McKell are the bright particular ornaments 
in the present matter is no exception to the 
general rule. Thus, then, the M inister o f 
Justice inform ed the House that there is a l- 
ready in the Com pensation Fund a much 
larger sum than will su ffice  to com plete the 
work of the R eduction Board, and he co n ­
ceives that this is a valid excuse for rem it­
ting further contributions. As for  the nine 
o’clock clause, he justifies this on the ground 
that it brings our law iqto conform ity with 
the law in other States and rem oves existing 
anomalies.

A GIFT TO AN ALLY.
H owever plausible these arguments may 

appear when considered superficially, they 
will not survive critical exam ination. We 
need not dwell at length upon the financial 
clause. It ought to be obvious that a con ­
tinuance of the 3 per cent, paym ent would 
in time furnish a reserve which would solve 
in a very simple fashion the problem o f com ­
pensation in thé tim e when a m ore enlight­
ened public opinion will depiand a further

and m uch m ore drastic reduction, if not the 
total prohibition o f the liquor traffic. For 
though we ourselves are opposed to the prin ­
ciple o f  m onetary com pensation in the sup­
pression of a public nuisance we recognise 
that a com prom ise in some shape may event­
ually be found necessary— that it might even 
-hasten action. But it is o f  the very essence 
o f our local "statesm anship” to consider it of 
m ore im portance to placate a pow erful ally in 
the present than to safeguard the public in ­
terest o f  the future. , The future can look 
a fter itself.

THE “ LABOR DAILY” PROTESTS.
The argum ents in favor of the nine o ’clock 

clause are even less convincing. Since when 
has the Governm ent of New South W ales 
conceived  so tender a regard for  the law in 
“other S tates"? W h y is it necessary or d e ­
sirable that we should brin g ,ou r liquor law 
into con form ity with that o f  V ictoria, or 
Queensland, or Tasm ania? And if that is 
desirable, w hy do we not do so thoroughly? 
There are other directions besides that 
under review, in which our law differs from  
theirs. There are other m atters besides 
liquor dealt with in our State laws. If con ­
form ity is a valid argum ent in the one case, 
w hy should it be less valid in those others? 
W hy not have identical Statute Books in all 
the States? And then, w hy have State G o­
vernm ents at all? W hy not entrust the 
w hole governm ent o f  the whole country to 
the sages o f Canberra? W e were alw ays 
under the im pression that the m erit o f State 
governm ent consisted in the very diversity 
to meet local requirem ents w hich that sy s ­
tem  permits. And we say w ithout fear of 
contradiction  that the local requirem ent in 
N ew  South W ales, as declared unm istak­
ably in a public referendum , is that the six 
o ’clock  rule shall be made absolute and e ffe c ­
tive. W ithout- consulting the public in any 
w ay,, however, it is the expressed intention 
of the present Government to render the six 
o ’clock  rule not m ore but very much less 
effective  than it is at tire present time. Mr. 
M cK ell com plains o f existing anom alies. Of 
course there are anom alies: have we not re ­
peatedly com plained of. them in these 
colum ns? But why is it that in dealing 
w ith the liquor laws anom alies m ust ever be 
rem oved in a sense favorable to the liquor 
interest, and never in a 'sense favorable to 
the public interest? It is im possible for Mr. 
M cKell to contend that he is serving the 
public interest in this matter, for, as the 
G overnm ent’s own especial organ, the ’’Labor 
Daily " trenchantly rem arked in its issue of 
the 29th ult., "T he average worker is not in 
the habit o f dining at fashionable hotels— he 
could not a fford  to. Consequently he will 
seek the reason why the Government, with all 
variety o f im portant Labor legislation hang­
ing fire, has found time to introduce an 
am ending Liquor B ill.”

W. L. P U R  V E S
C o m m e rc ia l &  G e n e ra l P rinters.

We specialise in
Bazaar Handbook's 
Programmes, Tickets 
Church Magazines 
Preachers’ Plans 
Invitation Cards 
Posters, Handbills, etc.

Forster House, 3,43 Sussex St., Sydney. 
Phone: City 4705.

CHARGES OF BRIBERY.
This m easure m inisters to the convenience 

o f a class politically opposed to the present 
Governm ent: it is the product o f  no general 
dem and either am ongst the people or in the 
press. But it favors the liquor traffic by 
relieving it o f a present financia l burden and 
by driving another nail into the coffin  of an 
already m oribund six o ’clock  rule. Under 
these circum stances, only one conclusion is 
posible: th is 'G overnm ent is in the pocket of 
the liquor interest. K now ing w hat we do o f 
political m ethods in this country, the con ­
clusion is w ell-n igh  irresistible that a “ quid 
pro quo” of som e sort has either been offered 
or already received. Charges o f bribery are 
easy to bring and notoriously difficu lt to 
prove, but assuredly all the circum stances 
surrounding the introduction  o f  this m eas­
ure seem to lend verisim ilitude to the a lle­
gations made oh the floor o f the House by 
Mr. A lbert Lane and Miss P reston  Stanley.

THE STOMACH BRIGADE.
But, in conclusion, what are we to say. o f 

the division list w hich authorised the first 
reading o f  the bill? W e find there the names 
of men— Ball, Bavin, C haffey, E vatt Stuart- 
Robertson, and others— whose past u tter­
ances ought to have made them stern o p ­
ponents o f any tinkering with the expressed 
will o f the people— valiant cham pions o f law 
enforcem ent. Instead o f that, they vote 
with the Governm ent, though in several cases 
not even the call o f party loyalty necessitated 
their doing so. There was a time when p o ­
litical principle refused to recognise that 
widespread evasion of constituted law 
justified its am endm ent or repeal. T o -d a y ’ 
however, when politicians themselves con ­
spire with privileged people to break the 
liquor law after hours it is not, perhaps, 
surprising that they should also conspire to 
set at defiance the will o f -the people iiT order 
to m inister to their own convenience and the 
financial profit o f their friends. To such a 
pass has political life in N ew  South W ales 
at last come.

A U S T R A L I A N  C A S H  O R D E R S , L td

351-359 PITT STREET, SYDNEY. 
CASH ORDERS FOR EVERYTHING. 

ICE CHESTS FROM 2 /6  PER WEEK.

BUY YOUR CAR THROUGH ME. I’LL TEACH YOU FREE. 
Specialising in Car, Bus and Taxi Licenses in 3 to 20 days on a fleet of 

1927 De Luxe Cars and Lorries.
14 Years’ Teaching Experience. 15,000 Students have been Trained 

by me. Fees from 3 0 /- to £ 1 0 /10 /-.
NOW TRAINING and ENGAGING Drivers for Green Cabs.

Agent for Chevrolet, Oakland and Pontiac Cars.

A. B. KING, Motor Instructor
107 COMMONWEALTH STREET, SYDNEY.

Phone MA 1954. Call or write for my Syllabus.
Cars for Hire without Driver, £3 to £5 per day.
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PROHIBITION WITHOUT COMPENSATION.
To be decided by Referendum, with bare majority, in 

| State and Local Areas, and to operate within two years.
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This page is devoted to the activities of 
the N.S.W. Prohibition Alliance— Edited 
by Henry Macourt, Publicity Officer.
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LONGER LIQUOR HOURS.

ALLIANCE CHALLENGE.

The meeting; o f the Alliance, held at the 
Chapter House on M onday last to protest 
against the Liquor Bill, was necessarily a 
hurried call to arms. In spite of Mr. M cK ell's 
definite promise that he would hear the 
Alliance representations before m aking any 
change in the Liquor Bill, the measure was 
suddenly sprung upon Parliam ent, breaking 
all records in its passage through the A s ­
sembly. !

The meeting was thoroughly representa­
tive and intensely in earnest. It was n it  a 
public gathering, but a conference represent­
ing Churches and tem perance organisations 
with a united mem bership o f som e 200,000 
adherents. Such a gathering could not 
lightly be ignored by Parliam ent.

Bishop D’Arcy Irvine, whose kindly 
courtesy is blended with a keen sense of pu b ­
lic duty, referred to early closing as one of 
the greatest social reform s ever enacted. Its 
results, he said, justified  him in making such
a statem ent.. Though it had not been com -
pletely enforced, it had been sufficiently  well 
to make them feel that a retrograde step 
was being taken in the proposed new law. 
It would be very  d ifficu lt tp enforce. He 
moved the follow ing resolution: “ That this 
meeting o f the N ew  South W ales Prohibition 
Alliance and o f representatives o f the allied 
Churches and tem perance organisations calls 
upoh members o f  the Legislature to oppose 
the attem pt of the Lang Governm ent to over­
throw the 6 o’clock  closing o f liquor bars by 
allowing the sale of liquor with meals up to 
9 o ’clock. W e urge that th ere 'h as  been no 
public demand for any extension o f liquor 
trading hours, tilt t the proposed change 
violates the w ill o f the people as expressed 
by referendum, and that before any extension 
becom es law it should be subm itted to the 
electors for  their decision.”

A ssem bly), Mr. J. JR. Firth (Congregational 
Union), Madam e W olfcarius (President of 
the W om en ’s Consultative Com m ittee), Mrs. 
Jam iesoh W illiam s (President o f the 
W .C.T.U .) and Colonel Fisher (Salvation  
A rm y).

THE PRESIDENT’S REMARKS.
Mr. Forem an, referring to Mr. B avin ’s 

speech in Parliam ent, said that if the pre­
sent law was not being enforced the rem edy 
was surely not to surrender to the la w ­
breakers, but to com pel them to obey. As an 
ex-A ttorney-G eneral and a mem ber o f the 
Bar Mr. Bavin should adopt that policy. He 
should be asked to prove his statem ent re ­
garding heads o f Churches join ing in dinners 
at which liquor was served a fter 6 olclock.

Sum m arising their position as opposed to 
the bill, Mr. Forem an said there had been 
no dem and for it by tlie people. It was in . 
defiance of the will of the people as e x ­
pressed in thé referendum  o f 1916, and v io ­
lated the principle o f the referendum , w hich 
was supposed to be the policy o f the Labor 
Party. They wanted to know what pressure 
had been brought to bear to cause the 
Governnm ént to introduce the bill. They 
wanted to know what a ffin ity  there w as be­
tween a L abor Governm ent and a m onopoly, 
like that o f the brewers, who owned 90 per 
cent, o f the licensed houses. Six o ’clock  
closing was the result o f a  60 per cent, 
m ajority, and no Government had any right 
to alter it w ithout authority. If it was d iffi­
cult to enforce, the new law would present 
the authorities with a superhuman task.

OTHER SPEAKERS.
The resolution was seconded by Miss P res­

ton Stanley, M.L.A., and supported by Rev. 
W. Pearson (representing the President of 
the Methodist C onference), Rev. A. M. B ar­
nett (M oderator-E lect of the Presbyterian

ARCHDEACON BOYCE.
The resolution was carried, as also was the 

follow ing motion, proposed by A rchdeacon  
Boyce, seconded by Mr. W heeler (Church o f 
Christ) : “ That copies of the first resolution 
be forw arded to  members o f Parliam ent, that 
steps be taken im mediately to make the a tti­
tude of parliam entary representatives known 
to mem bers, o f  every allied Church through­
out the State, and that petitions be circulated 
throughout the State and presented to P a r­
liam ent.”

CLASS LEGISLATION.

LABOR’S LIQUOR AMENDMENT BILL.

One question being asked in m any, quar­
ters is, “ W hat is the Governm ent’s reason 
for bringing in a bill which, in addition to 
being a present to the liquor trade, is a class 
measure o f  the w orst k ind?”

W ith balanced reasoning the “ Sydney 
M orning Herald”  dealt with this in a leading 
article, from  which the foPow ing is an ex-, 
t r a c t : .

“ Several mem bers of the L abor Party in 
■ Parliam ent have sought without success the 

reason fo r  the introduction o f the Liquor 
Am endm ent Bill now before the House. They 
assert that other Labor proposals for leg is­
lation call more urgently for  consideration. 
It is not im probable that some of those p ro ­
posals were foreshadow ed in Mr. L ang’s 
policy speech at Auburn on M ay 1, 1925, 
whereas this m atter of liquor law amendm ent 
was not indicated. On that Occasion the

Labor Leader said he asked the electors 
when thinking of the com ing Parliam ent to 
consider only the policy he had outlined that 
night, fo r  that was what, if returned to 
power,_ he would try to do— no more and no 
less. Now, Mr. Lang did not make any m en­
tion in his speech o f  the liquor laws. If 
promises made on the hustings counted for  
anything with him and his friends they 
would feel, therefore, that they were in honor 
bound to abstain from  asking Parliam ent to 
pass a bill like that read a second time in 
the Legislative Assem bly yesterday. In re ­
spect of even m ore im portant m atters, how ­
ever, it has been shown that Labor’s pro­
m ises are not to be relied upon. In quite 
another way also the, Liquor Am endm ent 
Bill must be regarded as remarkable. It 
involves a ' heavy rem ission of taxation at 
a time when Ministers are at their w its end 
to d iscover additional sources o f revenue. 
Hotel and wine shop licensees have, by means 
of a  levy on their trade, been com pelled to 
co n tr ib u te 'to  a fund for the com pensation 
o f those o f  them whose licenses have been

terminated by the R eduction Board. In the 
course o f  seven years the Board has granted 
com pensation to the am ount of 1610,000, yet 
at the end of last year the fund was in 
credit over 1900,000. The contributions from 
the trade must, therefore, have amounted to 
about over £200,000. a year. If the bill now 
before Parliam ent is passed the liquor trade 
Will be relieved of the duty o f paying that 
large sum to (he . Consolidated Revenue. The 
trade will in e ffe ct be made a present of 
£350,000 a- year— for w hat? The collection 
o f the m oney is not creating an economic 
disturbance, nor is the public at large likely 
to benefit from  the om ission to collect it in 
future. That must be said, however, about 
other taxation , which the M inistry in its ex­
trem ity has imposed. Mr. M cGirr yesterday 
contended that the special taxation of the 
liquor trade should go on, and that the pro­
ceeds should be devoted to the reduction of 
unemployment. If there m ust be public ex­
penditure on unem ploym ent there is some­
thing in such a demand. But many legiti­
mate uses could be found for  the money at 
a time when a shortage is held to justify 
som e o f  the M inistry’s grossly  improper 
financial schem es.”

GEORGE A. BOND AND CO. LTD.

W ill be paying their 15th Quarterly Dividend 
at the rate o f  10 per cent, per annum on
150,000 Second Preference Shares on the 18th 
February. The books o f the com pany will be 
closed from  the 16th to the 18th February 
inclusive.
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NEW SOUTH WALES PROHIBITION ALLIANCE
Headquarters: 321 Pitt Street, Sydney.

Our Objective: The Abolition of the Liquor Traffic.
Our Weapons: Education and Legislative Action.
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------  BREWERS’ ENDOWMENT BILL.THE

P O I N T S  F R O M  T H E  D E B A T E .

Mr. B avin ’s attitude on the Lang Liquor 
G overnm ent’s Bill to endow the L iquor 
Trade was more than disappointing. a s  
in the case o f  the proposed Federal C onstitu­
tional Am endm ents, the Leader o f the N a ­
tionalists proved him self incapable o f ca rry ­
ing the bulk o f his party with him. A few  
irreconcilable “w ets,” like Messrs. Ball, M ur­
ray, Lee, etc., went over into the Lang liquor 
camp, but to their honor 28 Nationalist and 
Country P arty men refused to join  with Mr. 
Bavin in abrogating the will o f the people 
as expressed by referendum on the Six 
O’clock  Closing Law. Mr. Bavin has sim ply 
proved once m ore that he is tem peram entally 
unsuited for  leadership. There is a grow ing 
conviction  in N ationalist circles that he can 
never lead the N ationalists to victory. H on ­
esty o f  purpose is Mr. Bavin ’s strong point. 
One does not question his honesty, nor his 
ability, but on this great moral issue both of 
these qualities are mistakenly directed 
against us.
WHAT IS MR. BAVIN’S ALTERNATIVE?

The N ationalist Leader made a frank and 
characteristic confession  when he sgid that 
i f  he believed that there was no alternative 
betw een our present licensing system  and 
Prohibition  he would vote Prohibition, but 
he believed there were other acceptable a l­
ternatives. If words have meaning at all 
this declaration com m its Mr. Bavin to a 
defin ite alternative to the present liquor 
system . A re we to understand that he 
fav ors  replacing liquor bars by the Canadian 
system  of sale under Government perm it? 
If not, what does he propose? The public 
have a right to know, and to know at once 
w hat is the rem edy which the N ationalist 
•Leader apparently has up his sleeve. Mr. 
Bavin has now  gone too far or pot far 
enough. H e adm its the present system is 
intolerable, and that he would vote Proh ib i­
tion if  there were nothing better offering.

MISS PRESTON STANLEY.

the Duke o f Y ork , i His R oyal H ighness will 
no doubt be surprised to learn that a bill, 
m aking the liquor interests an annual gift, 
accord ing to the “ Sydney M orning Herald, 
o f £350,000, and violating the whole principle 
o f Six O’clock Closing, w as passed largely in 
order to allow  the Duke to drink alcoholic 
liquor at the State banquet. W e  are con ­
vinced that H is R oyal H ighness, w ho has, 
crossed the seas m ainly to attend functions 
at Canberra where liquor will not be served, 
will regard this as anything but a com pli­
ment. He w ill probably ob ject to being- 
m ade a stalking horse for  the liquor inter­
ests, and to his alleged alcoholic requ ire­
m ents being used to cover up a political 
steal o f £4,000,000. As a matter o f  fact, no 
one knows better than Mr. M cKell that under 
Mr. Justice Jam es’ decision, against which 
he declined to appeal, banquets can be given 
in licensed premises with liquor flow ing like 
Niagara, provided the simple precaution is 
taken o f the host taking a bed in which he 
need not sleep. The deep concern of 
Mr. M cKell for the Duke’s gastronom ical re­
quirem ents is m ore touching than convincing.

LABOR UNIONS AGAINST THE BILL.
A bom b was thrown into the L abor camp 

when Dr. E vatt inform ed Caucus that both 
the H otel Em ployees’ A ssociation and (we 
understand) thè Shop Assistants had p ro ­
tested against the Brew ers’ Endowm ent Bill, 
because it would lengthen the hours of labor. 
Mr. Stuart Robertson also dropped a naked 
light am ongst explosive m aterial when he 
asked w hy the Governm ent saw fit to give 
th is L iquor Bill fo r  lengthening trading 
hours right o f way over its declared policy of 
shortening trading hours by elim inating 
Friday night trading for shops. Mr. Gosling 
in 'evident fear and trem bling m ustered up 
enough courage to propose to exem pt w ine- 
bars from  the right to serve liquor with 
m eals up to 9 p.m. Mr. M cKell, having 

fin;i 11 v accented this am end­

This Page is devoted to the activities | . 
of the Prohibition Alliance— Edited | 
by Henry Macourt, Publicity Officer. |
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A FLAMING SWORD.
M iss Stanley rightly characterised the bill 

as a F lam ing Sword w hich Prohibitionists 
would carry to the utterm ost parts o f the 
State. The m easure w ill awaken and unite 
the tem perance forces which have too long 
been somnolent. It w ill do much to lead 
men to put Prohibition  before Party, and to 
arouse the tem perance Labor forces to a 
realisation o f the truth of the quotation pub­
lished below .

THE ENEMY WITHIN THE GATES.
LIQU OR T R A D E  AN D PO LITICIAN S.

(F rom  the Brisbane “ Courier.’ ’ )
M aryborough Sept. 9.

The Press Com m ittee of the local R ail- 
w aym en ’s Union has ju st issuel for  publica­
tion a rather rem arkable statem ent regarding 
the drift o f  power, in which they accuse the 
liquor trade of using the L abor Movement. 
Is is sta ted : “ The sacrifice  the w orkers will 
have to make, .if they wish to control the 
political m achine, will be m oney. If all the 
workers contributed £1 per year per head for 
fighting funds the w orkers would have con- 

■ trol. Instead of that, what do we have now ? 
The political m achine is run b y  publicans 
and m oney-lenders. The Licensed V ictual­
lers’ A ssociation  ‘ contributes w ell to the 
fighting funds all over Queensland, and for 
that it expects to have, som e o f the spoils.

(.Continued on page 12.)
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Let the most wonderful day in your life be s 
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U nquestionably the finest speaker in P a r­
liam ent is Miss Preston Stanley, and never 
were her abilities m ore severely tested nor 
m ore brilliantly displayed than in her 
speeches on the Brew ers’ Endowm ent Bill. 
E very  point she made a winning point, for 
even when Mr. Bavin expressed the opinion 
that Miss Stanley had been m isinform ed on 
the m atter o f  the surplus Liquor Trade Fund 
being earm arked for com pensation under 
Prohibition, Miss Stanley's retort was that 
if that v^ere so both Parliam ent and the 
N .S .W . Prohibition  Alliance had been not 
on ly m isinform ed, but fooled and betrayed 
into the bargain. Miss Stanley figures 
am ongst the few  brilliant minds in a Parlia ­
m ent that is especially distinguished for  its 
m ediocrity .

MR. McKELL AND THE DUKE.
It would need the cynical pen of the author 

o f  ’ ’E rew hon" to do justice to the Labor 
M inister's concern for  the alleged thirst o f

ment, although that one-tim e tem perance 
reform er Mr. George Cann, insisted in d iv id ­
ing the H ouse against h is 'fe llow  Minister.

OUR FRIENDS IN PARLIAMENT.
Our friends, Dr. Arthur, Messrs. A lbert 

Lane, Arkins, Hoskings, Ness, and others, 
fought well against the liquor Caucus, which 
did not scruple to use the gag. . The bill was 
not only given a clear right o f w ay over 
legislation prom ised by  the Prem ier on the 
hustings, but it was railroaded through the 
Legislature at express speed on a non-stop 
Tun. M em bers saw the bill for  the first time 
on Tuesday, and it was through the second 
reading by that afternoon, and through C om ­
m ittee on W ednesday. Neither Miss Stanley 
nor Mr. Albert Lane was allowed to speak 
on the second reading. W e mean to make 
known to every Church allied with us the 
names o f  those who voted for this iniquitous 
measure.

OPTICAL WORK of the 
BEST QUALITY from

WILFRED I. WENBORN 
practising as

W. RANDLE WOODS
Optician

2a CASTLEREAGH STREET, 
SYDNEY.

Tel.: B2660. Hours - - 9 to 6
Saturdays 9 to 1

A U S T R A L I A N  C A S H  O R D E R S , L td
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FROM RESTRICTION TO PRIVILEGE.

B y S. R. DODDS, M.A., LL.B. \

It is not easy even tor a lawyer to under­
stand al! the intricacies o f our com plicated 
system  of liquor licensing. But the d ifficu l­
ties should not be attributed alone to the 
lawyer and the legislator: they are due to 
historical evolution of somewhat uneven 
movem ent, because the law has reflected the 
fluctuations o f popular opinioin and has, 
therefore, not proceeded from  precedent 
to precedent, but has rather left the im pres­
sion o f a dubious and uncertain trail. V ari­
ous m otives have struggled for expression, 
som etim es sordid and occasionally sublim e; 
but the changes in our system  o f liquor con ­
trol have been m ore often based upon e x ­
pediency than upon principle. A  slight 
knowledge o f history shows that our pre­
sent system  o f m onopoly and priv i­
lege to the licensed victuallers cannot 
be attributed to the deliberate intention of 
the legislature, at any rate up to recent 
years. Restriction  has gradually turned into 
privilege, and the casual character and inor­
ganic grow th of our licensing system  is re ­
sponsible for  the creation o f a valuable 
m onopoly in the hands of a .privileged few.

A TRADE OF POTENTIAL SOCIAL 
RISK.

The liquor trade has always been recog ­
nised as one d iffering from  all other trades, 
as one entailing great evils if 'le ft uncon ­
trolled, as entailing, in its effects upon the 
com m unity, special and heavy and largely 
unnecessary expenditure, in short as a trade 
o f great potential social risk. It o ffers a 
legitim ate field  for fisca l taxation, as being 
a luxury com m on to every class of the com ­
m unity. W e thus get an age-long struggle 
between two opposing lines of governm ental 
interference; the desire to check a potential 
social evil over against a desire to encourage 
it, and to exploit it for revenue purposes; 
and as a result o f the struggle there em erges 
a 'resu lt not conscioiusly  anticipated, a lu cra ­
tive m onopoly, created b y  the action of the. 
State, but rem aining the private property of 
individuals or o f trading groups; an unearned 
increment, a huge vested interest, created 
largely by repressive legislation. Truly has 
this been described as a “ perplexing para­
dox,” and it is  a paradox the meaning of 
w hich should be studied, in order the better 
to fram e our policy  for the future. The 
practica l question for the present day is 
constantly raised in various form s. “ Bfow 
is it that every public-house, however small 
and incom m odious, has a value which can 
only be referred to in terms of thousands of 
pounds?" “W h y  cannot a license, even if 
adm ittedly not required by  the com munity, 
be got rid of except by paym ent o f thousands 
of pounds, or som e equivalent return?” 
“ H ow  have w e com e to allow  the w ay of r e ­
form  to be thus defin itely blocked?” 
LEGISLATION AND ADMINISTRATION.

K eeping to the broad h ighw ay of m odern 
history, we m ay -regard H enry VII. as the 
m onarch who began the policy  o f restriction, 
though we m ay note that he did it rather in 
the interests o f m ilitarism  than of sobriety, 
and because thé taverns diverted to hand­
ball, football and quoits (all regarded as idle 
pursuits) the energies w hich should be d e­
voted to th,e patriotic pursuit o f archery. 
Justices were therefore given power to sup­
press unnecessary ale-houses. H enry VIII., 
“ w ho m eddled with everything from  religion 
to beer-barrels,” took  the matter a stage 
further when, in 1552, he lim ited the keeping 
of ale-houses to those authorised to do so 
at Sessions b y  two Justices. This practi­
ca lly  began the restriction and established 
the monopoly,' though the pow er was not

exercised very vigilantly, and the m onopoly 
rem ained precarious so long as a license w as 
sim ply an .annual perm it and nothing m ore.' 
For two centuries the m agistrates adm inis­
tered the licensing law very, indifferently (in 
the modern and not the Prayer Book sen je  of 
the w ord) and not always im partially; but 
when they did act, their decision w as final. 
They could be punished for acting corruptly, 
as two Justices found in 1765 when they s u f­
fered fine and im prisonm ent for refusing an 
ale-house license to an inn-keeper on the 
ground that he had voted for  a candidate fo r  
Parliam ent whom  they were opposing. They 
painfully realised, no doubt, in ja il that their 
mistake was in stating their reasons, and 
hence the discreet brevity o f m odern m agis­
terial decisions in licensing m atters. The 
h istory of m agisterial control bears little 
resem blance to a straight line, for it varies 
from  periods of intense restriction to times 
o f laissez faire and free trade.. N ot seldom, 
m agistrates, in their efforts to control, re ­
ceived little or no backing from  the com ­
m unity; and whatever the H om e O ffice  of 
the day m ight do, the Treasury looked for 
substantial revenues from  the sale of liquor.

LAXITY AND STRICTNESS 
ALTERNATING.

Drunkenness was tackled by James I. in 
the first Tippling A ct (1603), and men no 
doubt thought that the rights o f individuals 
were being heavily encroached upon when 
drunkenness and perm itting , drunkenness

becam e penal offences. B u t the Tippling 
A cts  were allow ed to be fo rg o tten  in the re­
laxation of discipline w h ich  fo llow ed  the 
R estoration, and the period o f  laxness con­
tinued well on into the. eigh teenth  century. 
Spirit-drinking, too, w as preva len t in the 
eighteenth century, fo llow in g  sw iftly  upon 
the abolition of the m on op oly  o f  the manu­
facture o f spirits in 1690. In 1700 the sale of 
spirits was brought under the licensing sys­
tem, such as it was, and in 1735 it w as found 
necessary to pass a very  h igh ly  restrictive 
measure, am ounting alm ost to Prohibition, if 
it had not proved too strin gen t to be opera­
tive. That thé licensing sy stem  o f the day 
w as not very restrictive is show n  by the 
note w hich D efoe m ade on Shrewsbury in 
1714: “ The m ost co ffe e -h o u se s  round the 
Tow n Hall that ever I saw  in any town, but 
when you com e into them  th ey are but ale­
houses, only they think the nam e o f coffee­
house gives a better a ir.” T h e  system of 
control however, w as tigh tened  up by the 
middle o f the century, w hen all licenses were, 
m ore or less, brought, under m agisterial con­
trol, the aim being licensing rather than re­
stricting, for there w as little  difficulty in 
obtaining a license, and little danger in ignor­
ing the restrictions im posed. In 1773 when 
the population num bered a b ou t eight mil­
lions, there were stated to be 40,000 licensed 
houses, a statem ent con sidered  to he well 
under the mark.

DESTRUCTION OF MONOPOLY.
So far restriction had been  too light to 

create privilege; but a burst o f  magisterial 
energy in the country during the last two de-

(Continued on page 10.)

T h e  R e m i n g t o n  
P o r t a b l e

The best of all personal Typewriters— handy, 
compact, reliable and low-priced.

£ 1 6 - 1 6 - 0  Cash. Terms may be arranged

It makes writing a pleasure, and, since it weighs less than 91bs., you 
can take it with you anywhere. Let us send you further particulars. 

Ring City 8234 to-day.

Chartres Ltd. s t o t t  & h o a r e 1 & C h a r t r e s  l t d .
309 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY (near Hunter Street).

I P u t  S o m e t h i n g  A w a y  N o w
For the emergencies as well as 
the opportunities of the future.
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| MY DAILY MESSAGE
By M. PRESTON STANLEY.

2 /6 , Posted 2 /9 .

G r i f f i t h s  B r o s . *

DELICIOUS

COFFEES

ARE ROASTED AND GROUND DAILY.
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THE WONDERFULNESS OF GODLINESS.
A  M E S S A G E  G I V E N  O N  A N N I V E R S A R Y  D A Y .

W hile Sydney generally sought the beaches 
and pastimes, many hundreds spent from
12.30 to 3.30 in the great united prayer m eet­
ing held each W ednesday in the basem ent of 
the Town Hall..

A lady has written the fo llow ing im pres- 
sidn of one o f the m essages given to the 
gathering fu lly , conscious that no written 
word can possibly convey the spirit, fervor, 
and pow er that made the m essage so im ­
pressive.

Paul urges Tim othy, his son in the faith, 
to pray “That he m ay lead a life in all G od ­
liness.” W ith  all the urge of his being Paul 
here solicits Tim othy to make “ G odliness’’ 
the theme of his prayer, the goal o f his a m ­
bition, the earnest of his desii'e, inasmuch 
as a life so infused can alone becom e 
equipped for  the best service o f the King.

Paul further pleads for  a full, a com plete 
baptism o f Godliness. It is to be “ all”—-the 
v hole— not a decim al fraction  nor a half, 
but the embi-acing “all,” else potentialities 
would be only half-developed. So thought, 
feeling, impulse m ust alike be subject to its 
consecration of purpose, and thus will char­
acter reveal the beauty of the Master H im ­
self.

M oreover Godliness is inseparable from  
good works^ They cannot be divorced, for 
God has so joined and enjoined. And He 
has provided a thousand ways whereby o p ­
portunity is a fforded for  rendering small, 
unobtrusive services to buffeted and tired 
men and women. And He still affoi-ds o cca ­
sions whereby gifts, talents, even self, can 
be spent to ease burdens and brighten lives, 
and help this old w orld Godward.

But know ing the grace o f G odliness "does 
not com e by chance, by accident, Paul en ­
joins “ his son” to exercise h im self 'there 
unto. Though we are dense scholars, we 
realise that as the prima donna, the prize­
man, the successfu l athlete, all trained to 
their maximum, so m ust the seeker after 
Godliness exercise him self constantly, regu­
larly, steadfastly. A  hurried three m inutes’ 
prayer in the m orning and a tired two 
m inutes’ one at night are not conducive to 
proficiency  in prayer, or to quickened 
spiritual impulse. God knows hum an nature 
is capable o f  Godliness. He knows it can 
only be acquired by exercise in prayer, so. 
the in junction is to “ pray w ithout ceasing, 
alw ays to pray, and not to fa in t.”
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Motor Funerals Telephone Calls Promptly Attended
Efficiently and Reverently at any Hour, Day or Night.
Conducted. Phone: M 2221 (2 lines).

MRS. P. KIRBY & SON LTD.
Funeral Directors and Embalmers.

New Premise* and Head Office:
265 ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY.
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DENTAL SATISFACTION
IS BOUND UP IN THE NAMES

C. H. WALL and H. R. CARTER
(LATE DENTIST REANEY), OPPOSITE GRACE BROS.,

| OPEN WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS TILL 9 O ’CLOCK. Phone: MW 1420. \
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Miss Preston Stanley sets out in words as 
clear as a voice on a frosty night a simple 
yet sufficient philosophy of life. It deals 
with life as it is lived by the multitude.

Full of friendly, helpful words.

Gilmour’s Bookshop,
| 141 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY. |

Phone: CITY 890S.
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The m ystery (o r  w onderfulness) o f this 
Godliness a ffected  Paul strangely, for he 
characterises it as “great.” T o  think of poor 
ei'ring hum anity being linked up with God 
H im self, to try to grasp the idea that His 
strength is round our weakness, “ round our 
restlessness H is rest,” is alm ost beyond co n ­
ception.

The w onderfulness of this G odliness is in ­
exhaustible; it has satisfied the needs of 
m illions upon m illions, and still there’ s 
enough for ’ m illions more. Its beauty is ever 
unfolding, its freshness ever entrancing, its 
satisfying pow er ever unfailing. And the 
best— yet to be, fo r  when the dim light of 
time is lost in the fuller L ight o f Eternity 
it shall be said, as did the m aster o f the 
wedding feast, "T hou  hast kept the good 
wine until now .’’

The “gain ”  of th is Godliness is not co m ­
putable. Its assets are incalculable, its d iv i­
dends ever increasing, fo r  we read when 
joined “ with contentm ent”  it is “great gain,”  
it is profitable for this life, and for  the life 
to come. A thousand things we engage in 
here are unprofitable, but G odliness with 
contentm ent ensures buoyant hope, peace, 
joy , satisfaction  ungivable and untakable by 
the world.

Yet we read, “ If all that w ill live Godly 
in Christ Jesus shall su ffer pei-secution.” 
The servant is not above his M aster. “ If 
they persecute they will also persecute 
you .” Criticism , m isunderstanding, is the 
com m on heritage o f the godly. Christ was 
spat on, reviled, crucified. Paul was stoned, 
imprisoned, m artyred. The list o f those who 
suffered for conscience sake is alm ost beyond 
human com putation. Yet there has ever 
been in the hearts and lives of these heroes 
of the H oly Ghost the deep central reality 
which they proved to the point o f dem on­
stration that Christ’s last legacy o f peace 
was more than su fficient fo r  all these “ light 
a fflictions.”

And so the counsel of Paul to Tim othy, 
his son in the flesh, written centuries ago, 
com es to us to -d a y  with new revelation, new 
purpose, new pow er:

“ That we m ay lead a life in all Godliness, 
a Godliness inseparable from  w ood works, 
that is acquired by constant exercise, whose 
wonderfulness is unfailing, w hose gain, de­
spite all the persecutions o f time, is for  all 
eternity, and will be far beyond the possi­
bilities o f  human conception  fo r  the half 
has never been told.”



8 G R I T February 10, 1927.

¿ X .  <̂ <i)T s 6  0 ~ U  C L s ß

C j t f C 'flA u J J x s Ç a d ' i h ^ o

On M arch 10 next, should 
A 21st we survive, “Grit” will cele-

BIRTHDAY. brate, its 21st birthday. Let 
us have a celebration— 

surely the ocasion warrants it. W ithout 
capital, w ithout a staff, w ithout a single 
thing deemed essential for the success of a 
paper, < “ Grit” has yet lived on. In spite of 
the fact that it always carries the burden of 
hundreds of pounds owed by friendly sub­
scribers, and that it has been edited and 
managed w ithout a cent o f  expenses on this 
account, yet it has been read and quoted all 
over the world, and has never had reason 
to be asham ed to take its place beside 
similar papers that have had both capital 
and a paid staff.

H owever, the story of “Grit” must keep 
till March 10. The question now is, how can  
we celebrate? H ave you a birthday present? 
H ave you a message o f encouragem ent? 
Have you a suggestion for the future?

Have any o f  m y 2000 N e’s or N i’s anything 
to say? H owever, there is to be a., celebra­
tion even if the celebration is to be like the 
pi'oduction o f  the w eekly issue, a lonesom e 
undertaking.

■r * *

THE DIGGERS 
AND

THE DUKE.

League.

The “ Sun” with its. 
usual flippancy thus de­
scribes a very significant 
and rqmarkable decision 
of the Returned Soldiers'

A DEBT 
THAT SHOULD 

SHAME US.

Hats o ff  to the League that keeps the 
filthy poison from  the R oyal banquet.

* * *
Tim e was when men 

of high integrity were 
ashamed to be in debt. 
Tim e was when young 
folk  were launched 

out into life wittj, the words “ Out of debt 
out of danger” ringing in their ears.

T o -d a y  debt causes jio disquiet. W e 
have lost our noble spirit o f independence 
and boldly declare, “Let som eone else foot the 
b ill.”

Speaking in Adelaide, S.A., last week, the 
Acting Prim e M inister (Dr. Earle P age), at 
the Com monwealth Club luncheon, said that 
the only way to reduce taxation was by a t ­
tacking the managem ent of the public debt.

Australia owed £1,000,000,000, and if  they 
could reduce the interest one-half per cent, 
they would save £5,000,000 a year.

C o-operation  in connection with the ra is­
ing of loans and in providing sinking funds 
for the redem ption of loans would un­
doubtedly reduce the rates of interest.

H e urged the necessity for a uniform  ra il­
w ay gauge, the lack of which was costing 
A ustralia as much as the interest- on the war 
debt.

Now it does not require much thought to 
see that one m ust go  back much further than 
“ co-operation  in borrow ing.”

A t present we are borrow ing millions at 
51 per cent, to pay o ff other m illions that

“ Intoxicating liquors barred!
“ It will be in an atm osphere of the 

greatest decorum  that the D iggers will as­
semble on M arch 29, at their luncheon in 
honor of the Duke and Duchess o f York.

“ Not a single voice will be raised in 
revival o f the old songs of the route m arches 
and rest billets.

“ It takes a liberal ration of vin blanc to 
bring ‘M adem oiselle from  Arm entieres’ to its 
proper gusto.

“ The Prohibition on in toxicating liquors 
was decided by a m eeting o f the State 
E xecutive of the Returned Soldiers’ League, 
which is organising the luncheon.

“ There will be two toasts, ‘The K ing ’ and 
‘The Duke of Y ork.’

“ These may be drunk in lemonade, water, 
or weak tea.

“ Tw o representatives from  each Sub- 
Rranch in the State will receive an invita­
tion to the luncheon.”

L iquor never helped a single soldier.
Liquor started many a fight, it never 

helped to win even one.
Liquor has defeated the splendid gene­

rosity that lavished hundreds o f thousands 
o f pounds on Returned Soldiers.

Liquor alone has tarnished the honor of 
thousands o f the bravest humans God ever 
created.

w e borrowed at a smaller interest. Ever 
does the debt assume staggering propor­
tions.

The Com m onwealth debt borne by 6,000,000 
people is far greater than the British debt 
in 1913 borne by 37,000,000 people. Wfe must 
inculcate the principle that it is w rong and 
dishonest to indulge in luxury so long as 
our debts remain unpaid.

Econom y, thrift— even Spartan severity—  
alone can reduce a burden of debt destined 
to always handicap even if it does not 
fatally crush us.

The “Daily Telegraph" 
POLITICIANS is responsible for the fo l-- 

AND lowing statement:
PARASITES. “Although . no official

announcem ent has been 
made, it is learned on good authority that 
Saturday trotting m eetings in Sydney are to 
be cut out.

“ A  bill is to  be introduced b y  Mr. Laz- 
zarini, Chief Secretary, at the next session 
o f Parliam ent, asking that the N.S.W. 
T rotting Club and Australian Trotting Club 
be allow ed to discontinue racing on Satur­
day, and that each be granted five extra 
racing days during the m id-week.
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“ Grit, clear Grit.” — A pure Americanism, 
standing for Pluck, or Energy, or Industry, or all 
tnree. Reference probably had to the sandstones 
used for grindstones— the more grit they contain 
the better they wear.
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“A t present each club is licensed to hold 
15 meetings a year and is forced to race on 
five  Saturdays. The attendances at trot­
ting fixtures for some time past have not 
been too large, with the result that each 
club is having an up-hill battle to keep on 
the right side of the ledger. The Saturday 
m eetings attract only a few  hundred people, 
and are always a losing proposition, with 
the result that the prize-m oney for the 
w eek-end days has been considerably re­
duced.

“ Should the bill meet with the approval of 
Parliam ent, both clubs will be licensed to 
race on 20 days a year. This will probably 
be responsible for each body launching out 
with bigger prize m oney, w hich in turn will 
attract better horses and larger crowds.”

The “D .T.” m ight have completed the
program m e and said, “ M ore loafers, more 
crooks, m oje  corruption and a stranglehold 
on a few  m ore politicians.”

*  # #

“ The w ay o f the trans-
FORTITUDE. gressor is hard.” Of that

, we have -abundant evi­
dence, but it unvariably has a  few minutes 
o f  exhilaration as a com pensation for years 
o f regret.

N ow  the w ay o f the reform er is also hard. 
Ridicule, treachery, penury, and the burden 
o f some friends that are futile and some 
that are disloyal, and seldom  is their any 
com pensation— for a panegyric at his grave­
side is hardly a com pensation. A  fulsome 
tom bstone at his head when he is dead is 
a poor substitute for  a balance at his bank 
while he is living.

M y friend and colleague, C. W. Chandler, 
has written the fo llow ing wholesom e lines, 
which I com m end to the discouraged re­
form ers :

(Continued on page 14.)
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PROHIBITION AMERICA VERSUS 
NON-PROHIBITION ENGLAND.

LOS ANGELES HAS GREATEST DAY OF BUSINESS
IN HISTORY

All Records Broken for Volume of Christmas Trade, Total Running 
into Hundreds of Millions.

The present holiday season has already broken all records for retail business in 
I.os  Angeles, accord ing to a consensus o f dow n-tow n  merchants. D ecem ber 23rd probably 
established the h igh-w ater m ark in volum e o f turnover and cash value, though M onday 
a lso  saw  every store jam m ed to capacity  and m any buyers actually turned aw ay because 
they could not get in. ,

There is no accurate means o f estim ating the am ount o f m oney Los Angeles is 
spending for  her Christm as this year, but it w ill run into hundreds o f m illions. The banks 
alone are clearing an average of close to 40,000,000dol. a day in cheques-alone, and for 
the six  days preceding Christm as the clearings w ill exceed last year’s record  by about
30,000,000dol. The 1925 figure, w hich  itself set a new record, was 201,000,000dol.,' which, 
it m ust be remembered, represents ’only cheques travelling through the clearing-house. 
M ost Christmas shopping is done in cash, but this cash in many in stances1 has been 
draw n from  the banks by-m eans o f cheques, and thus, figures in the clearings.

RECORD IN SIGHT.
Judging from  the bank figures, this holiday season will exceed in volum e of business 

all  ̂ preceding ones by about 15 per cent. This estim ate is borne out rem arkably by 
individual expressions of leading m erchandise men, Who independently declare that the 
volum e of their particular business is exceeding by from  15 to 20 per cent, their business 
o f  D ecem ber, 1925.

The observation o f George L. Binder, general manager of Coulter’s, which is the 
oldest dry goods store in L os Angeles, is that the stores of the city are en joy in g  m ore 
than 15 per cent., some o f  them as high as 20 per cent., m ore business now than last year. 
L ast year, he said, showed the greatest increase ever recorded over the preceding year, 
and, he added, th is ,y ea r  will top them all. He said buyers are taking exceptionally 
h igh -quality  merchandise.

The Broadw ay Departm ent Store, accord ing -to C. C. Clay o f that institution, has 
had such a volume of business that a tra ffic  force had to be organised in the store to 
hold back at the doors the tide of buyers at times.

BETTER TASTE.
A  trem endously successfu l season, greater even than last year," was the com m ent 

o f H enry McKee, president o f Barker Bros., Inc. H e said there is now m ore evidence 
o f  sophistication  am ong buyers, and buying is proceeding along lines o f  better taste.

Representatives of B ullock ’s pointed out that calendar conditions caused a situation 
w here three days of this year are being com pared daily with four days of last year, but 
that in spite of this com parisons show  this year to be running considerably ahead o f last 
year. This, it was declared, is general all over the store, and is not the result o f 
business increases in any group  , o f  departm ents. ' .

W ilbur May, vice-president o f  the M ay Com pany, said its store is en joying an 
unprecedented holiday business. "T here seem s to be a confidence am ong the buyers 
and an optim ism  about their outlook that has set them  buying as never before in our 
experience.” He also noted that the better class of m erchandise is m oving across 
counters.

T. C. Palmer, v ice-president o f  W alker’s F ifth  Street Store, is another who observed 
that the great increase in business is not com ing from  any particular group of store 
departm ents, but is general.

THRIFT CLUIBS HELP.
A  num ber of executives ventured the opinion that Christmas thrift clubs have added 

greatly  to the buying power o f  the general public this year as never before. The business 
it w as generally said, started about the same time this year— that is, after N ovem ber bills 
w ere paid, and began to grow  at a rate that made some o f the shop operators believe 
that it would slump just before Christm as. They began to believe that the “ shop early’ ’ 
cam paign  had produced the result. H ow ever, it w as unanim ously declared, the increase 
in business has continued to increase steadily.

LONDON HIT BY HOLIDAY SLUMP
CHRISTMAS TRADE DECLARED POOREST IN HISTORY.

LON DON , Decem ber 23.— Business men o f London, discouraged and dejected, will 
lem em bei Christm as o f 1926 as a “ Black Christm as." N ever in their memory, they say, 
and probably never in E ngland’s history, has there been so little Christmas buying.

Crow ds of shoppers have filled the London departm ent stores during the last three 
w eeks. It was not a happy throng, im bued with a spirit o f  Yuletide. The crow ds were 
sad and gloom y. They looked over the merchandise, w hich was sent out as brilliantly 
as ever, as one looks over a shroud for  the dead, pondered a bit as though m qking mental 
n ote  o f  their finances, then dejectedly turned away.

People wanted to b u y ,’ said the head of one o f London ’s biggest stores, "but had 
th ey  been on a general strike they could not have purchased less.

“ Our shops are crowded with thousands o f people,”  he said, “ but they only look at 
th ings, en joy the warm th and com fort o f our places, and one in ten makes a purchase. 
N ot on ly  are few  buying, but the individual purchases seldom exceed lOdol. or 15dol. 
O ur sales have not reached 30. per cent, o f thq estim ate for* this year, and because o f  this 
fa c t  m any o f the larger shops have inaugurated sales that have heretofore never been 
con du cted  before N ew  Y ear’s.

“A  w ell-know n London jeweller, whose business in ordinary years would run into 
h uge am ounts daily, declared that there has been days during the last week when 
sales did not exceed 35dol.

"I  would have to close m y store were it not for  m y connections in the United 
States, where I am  selling a fa ir am ount of antique silver," he declared.

Distributors ¡-ICxcelsior Supply Go. Ltd.100 G e o r g e  S t . .  W . ,  & 282 G e o r g e  S t . ,  S y d n e y
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cades of the century, unsupported, however, 
by public opinioin or by the metropolitan 
magistrates kept the licenses down while 
the population increased. The reform ing en ­
ergy died away during the Napoleonic W ars, 
and there was then no Tem perance party to 
foster and educate public opinion. It had, 
nevertheless, begun the tied-house system, 
through the dem and of the Justices for 
better houses, and the consequent in ­
troduction of brew ers’ capital into the 
consequent introduction of brew ers’ capital 
retail business. This, in turn, p ro ­
duced a reaction. The Tories courted popu­
larity, and disliked interference with the 
pleasures of the poor; the W higs resented 
the arbitrary interference of the Justices as 
being undem ocratic and often corrupt; and 
both parties disliked the brewing rings, and 
their grow ing control o f the retail activities 
of “ the trade.” M onopoly had been growing, 
and the fight was really against combines. 
M onopoly was therefore destroyed, by m ak­
ing licenses available to all who would pay 
a couple o f guineas for  them : and over 24,000 
new licenses were taken out in six months. 
Sidney W ebb states that in L iverpool alone 
there were opened more than fifty  additional 
beer-houses every day for several weeks; and 
altogther the Beer A ct of 1830 was respon­
sible for the creation of over 50,000 on -beer- 
liouse licenses. For a brief time the Tories 
were pleased at the encouragem ent given to 
the growth of hops- and barley the W higs 
were pleased at the destruction of m onopo­
listic privilege, and the brewers were pleased 
at the opportunity of vending their goods. 
But whilst as m anufacturers the brewers 
gained by Free Trade, as public-house 
owners they were hit, for the freedom  had 
taken aw ay their m onopoly.

THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT: 
MONOPOLY RECREATED.

But the orgy o f  intem perance produced a 
reaction, and by  the middle o f the nineteenth 
century public opinion was becom ing not 
only vocal but also organised. Tem perance 
mem bership despite derisive cries o f fanatic- 
societies sprang up, and increased their 
ism, and the United K ingdom  Alliance dates 
its origin from  1853. In the ’sixties the pen­
dulum definitely swung against Free Trade 
and towards restriction. The legislation of 
1869 and 1872 m arked a turning point, and 
the m agistrates were again placed in e ffe c ­
tive control. A fter 1869, new licenses were 
only to be granted at the option of the 
•lustres; but the ante-1869 beer-houses were 
specially safeguarded, and such licenses 
could not be extinguished except upon four 

^specified grounds m ainly concerned with 
disorderly houses and disqualified persons. 
This privilege continued to exist until 1904, 
when it was m erged in the wider privileges 
extended to all on -licenses by the Licensing 
A ct o f that year. Thus it com es about that 
every on-license created before 1904 is a 
valuable m onopoly— som ething which, gener­
ally speaking cannot be taken away except 
upon com pensation o f  considerable value. 
And therein lies our present-day problem ; 
the existence o f a large num ber of public- 
houses, m any o f them adm ittedly redundant, 
which cannot be closed because there is not 
the m oney available to com pensate the 
owners. In England and W ales there are 
still som e 80,000 on-licenses, 21,000 beer­
houses, and 22,000 o ff-licen ses; and on the 
average it takes nearly £2000 to extinguish 
an on-license or a beer-house license. The 
value is rising yearly, and the m onopoly 
value in the hands of the licensees is ob v i­
ously tremendous.
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| All boys and girls between the age o f seven | 
I and seventeen are invited to join the family of = 
= Uncle B. Write only on one side of the paper. | 
= Send the date o f your birthday. There is no | 
| fee to pay. If you do not write for three = 
= months you are a "scallywag.” §
| Address all letters to Uncle B, Box 390F 1 
= G.P.O., Sydney. |
............ uni....... .mi....................................................... .

FROM T H E  POOR HOUSE TO WORLD­
WIDE FAME.

W e often pity poor people> and we m ay 
w e ird o  so, but we very, very often m ake the 
m istake o f thinking them poor ju st because 
they have no money. N ow  there are rich 
poor people and there are poor rich people.

You would pity  a man with a w ooden leg 
but quite overlook the man with a “ wooden 
head” ; yet he is very much m ore to be 
pitied.

You can ’t be poor so long as you have 
God for your Father, so long as you have the 
Lord Jesus as your Friend.

These are real riches:
Com monsense.
W illingness to do.
Friends who love you.

They m ake a  fortune in three figures, 
anyhow. All this com es to m y mind be­
cause I have ju st read that Lady Stanley, 
wife of Sir H enry Stanley, the journalist, 
who found Livingstone, has died in E n g ­
land. He was a  poor workhouse boy, who 
grew  to w orld -w ide fam e; she was the 
daughter o f  a country squire, and an artist 
o f great ability. One o f  her pictures, o f a 
street arab before a m agistrate, was fam iliar 
to m illions of people. Their m arriage took 
place in the Abbey, and Mr. Gladstone was 
there, with Lord Balfour and Sir John M il­
lais and a gathering o f fam ous people.

U N CLE B.
¥ *  *  *

OUR LETTER BAG.

BACK FROM ENGLAND.
B etty Marr, Wioodside Avenue East, Bur- 

w ood, w rites: B y now I will be a very bad 
scallyw ag, considering last time I wrote to 
you I was in England. I had a lovely trip 
out, much better than going home. W e 
cam e right through the Suez Canal in d a y ­
light, and it was very interesting. W e had 
to m oor up alongside the bank to let an ­
other boat pass. W e had a good walk round 
Colom bo, but did not go ashore at Port 
Said. W e had to go in a small m otor boat 
to  go ashore at Colom bo from  our ship to 
the Jetty. W e went up to Perth by train 
from  Frem antle and had a good look around, 
as we were all in bed with the ’flu  going 
over and didn’t see it. W e didn’t go up to 
A delaide this time, as we saw it when we 
w ent away. W e stayed with my auntie in

IVfelbourne while the boat stopped there. I 
was glad to get back to Sydney, although 
I had a good time in England and did not 
want to leave school. W e went over on the 
M oreton Bay and cam e back on the Jervis 
Bay, an’d liked the Jervis Bay best. I fo r ­
got to tell you I didn’t see your answer to 
m y last letter till I arrived back in Sydney. 
N ow  we have had our trip to England father 
has to find another farm , as we sold our 
other one. I will be glad to get b a ck ,;tto 
some animals other than dogs and cats. W e 
had three bicycles when w e were in E n g­
land and father brought them  with us. W e 
spent Christmas in the B ight and had a 
very jo lly  time. W e had a lovely dinner 
and tea, and breakfast too. The children 
had a  Christmas tree, and m y brother and I 
each got a lovely big book. They all had 
beautiful things given them. None over 12 
got any. There are m any m ore things I 
could tell, but I think this will do this time, 
so I will say good -bye now. W ith  best love 
and wishes for  a happy N ew Year to yo.ur- 
self and all your N e’s and N i’s.

(D ear Betty,— Your letter m akes me wish 
I had been on that old ship; we would have 
had a good time, and you would have had 
to have risen very early in the m orning to 
beat me at quoits, tennis or bull-board. I 
am so glad you are safely  back  and so glad 
to be back. Do not be long before you write 
again.— Uncle B.)

# * #
LOVELY MANLY.

Leslie Storey, 476 B urw ood-road, Belmore, 
w rites: W e had a very nice time at Manly. 
E very m orning we went for  a dip. The 
change did every one o f  us good. One day- 
we went to Shelly Beach, and we had our tea 
out. A fter we went fo r  a w alk around Fairy 
Bower. One day we went to Deewhy. It is 
nice round the rocks at Deewhy. W e arrived 
home on the 16th of January.

(D ear Leslie,— I am so glad to hear you 
en joyed and benefited by  your visit to Manly.
I w ish I had seen you on the sand, I would 
have had som e fun with you.—Uncle B.)

* # #
OUR PET NE.

Leslie Adam s, 11 F ry-street, Chatswood, 
w rites: I would like to becom e one o f your 
Ne’s i f  I may. I love to w rite poetry, and 
I was advised by  a kind friend w ho is a 
reader o f "G rit” to send som ething in. I 
thought that if you would kindly find time 
to read m y little effort I would be deeply 
gratefu l to you. Trusting to hear from  you.

REVER IE.
I was a baby once!
A  fat, dimpled darling, with curly hair 
And sofe  eyes that opened in wondrous stare. 
From the depths of a bonnet with silken 

bows

I smiled on the world, like a fresh  pink rose; 
I sm elt no scent than the best o f  flow ers, 
And thus did I. pass m y  baby hours.

I was a toddler once!
A fa t little cherub, ju st three years old, 

-W ith cheeks like apples, and locks o f  gold, 
And a score of toys that were all m y ow n; 
And I sang in a  ch ild-like treble toneii 
And I rom ped in the warm th of the sun ’s 

bright rays.
Ah! those w ere such happy, carefree days.

I was a schoolgirl once!
A bright little creature that skipped to 

school
W ith bag, slate, pencil, book and rule.
I had schoolm ates plenty, and secrets too, 
There was hardly a. day that I ’ll live to rue.
I had alw ays a plan each holiday,
And^thus did I while the years away.

I was a lover once!
And I lived in the sunshine of my love ’s 

s'mile.
Then the church  bells rang fo r  a little While, 
And then we were m ated— mated for life. 
W e were bride and bridegroom , man and 

wife.
Then I had m y house to keep in com mand, 
And I was the happiest in the land.

I am a grandm a now !
W ith  wrinkles, and thin hands, and pale 

grey  hair,
W ith grandchildren flock ing around my 

chair,
W ith m y life  behind me, but mem ories fond 
That grow, like the ripples in a pond,
But a ha’ppy m em ory you ’ll agree.
W ith naught to regret in m y reverie.

L. A D A M S (aged 13). 
(D ear Leslie,— I am sure all your “ cousins” 

will be very interested in you r verses. I am 
very pleased to have you  in m y fam ily, and 
hope you will soon write again.— Uncle B.)

•■■■■■■in................................................................... .
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The Brewers' Endowment Bill—
(Continued from page 5.)

Can any fair-m inded worker say that the 
members o f the L.V.A. are true Labor m en? 
Our answer is: “ N o.” The m ajority o f them 
are voting Labor to-day— what' fo r?  B e ­
cause the Labor politicians are looking a fter 
the «Interest o f the L.V.A. N o one can deny 
that all the L.V.A. is a fter is a certain thing, 
and we say that they will get it before many 
months pass by,- and that is the alteration in 
the hours o f the liquor trade.”

HUMANITY AND GOLD.

These throbbing lines are particularly 
com m ended to the reading and conscience of 
the 52 politicians who on January 28th, in 
the N.S.W . Parliam ent vqted to break down 
the law which provides (at the affirm ed will 
o f the people) for  “ six o’clock  closing for 
liquor selling.”

Hear the cry  of the clam orous Millions,
All shouting for Silver and Gold!

They are eager for  M oney and M ammon;
F or gain .they are zealous and bold;

But they heed not the cry  of the Human 
That rises from  suffering hearts,

They see not the shame and the sorrow  
That shadow the busied marts.

Gold! Gold!
Silver and Gold!

This is the battle-cry,
R inging and bold,

That millions are making,
T ho’ souls m ay be aching 

And hearts may be breaking.
W hile m anhood is murdered for Silver and 

Gold.

Hear the prayers o f the sisters and mothers, 
Go pulsing with pain upon high,

From  the homes where they kneel in their 
anguish,

And weep in dishonor and die;
But the chorus o f  gain echoes louder 

Than the pleas o f  the smitten can rise; 
W hile millions go shouting for mammon,

And m anhood in  m isery dies!
Gold! Gold!

S ilv e d  a n d  G o ld !
Hear the battle-cry.

R inging and bold.
That m illions are making,

T ho’ souls be aching,
And hearts m ay be breaking 

W ith pain and sorrow  that cannot be told!

By the Cross in the Churches uplifted,
In sight o f the sinner and saint;

By H is death who perish upon it 
In love that knew never com plaint;

By the hope o f the world in a manhood 
W ell worth such a death to redeem,
Let men be m ore precious than Money,
Let m anhood be counted supreme!

Gold! Gold!
Silved and Gold!

Shame on the sh outers for 
M amm on so bold,

Their Saviour forsaking 
T ho’ souls m ay be aching,

And hearts m ay be breaking,
W hile Christ is dishonored for Silver and 

Gold!
W hile Manhood is murdered for Silver and 

Gold!

February 10, 1927.
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S I L K E N  
P L A I D S

COOL and fine, so 
closely clinging that 
they seem like the 
skin itself, B o n d ’ s 

S ilken  P la ids bring a new 
Summer comfort that 
every man should experi­
ence. Harmonious in 
colorings and unob­
trusively smart.

M

All mercers show a wide 
choice o f designs in two 

qualities.

H A L F  -  H O S E
Made in Australia by the Employees 
of Geo. A. Bond & Co. Ltd.

10 in . S A C R E D  R E C O R D S .

There’s always a bright side. Since the 
bob cam e in few er barbers eat onions.

• A  wom an’s idea o f good  luck is to find 
a pair o f her husband’s socks in the wash 
that don ’t need darning.

B r u n s w ic k ,  2223— B r ig h te n  t h e  C o rn e r  W h e r e  
Y o u  A r e ;  S t i l l  S w e e te r  E v e r y  D ay .  V oca l  
Due ts .

Rega l , 8570— Jesus  Sha l l  R e ig n ;  J e rus a le m  th e  
Go lden. Cho ir ,  and  O rgan .

C o lu m b ia ,  1388— Bells  o f  S t .  M a r io ; *  W e y m o u t h  
C h im es .  Bells .

Z o nophone ,  951— F o r  u n to  us a C h i ld  is B o rn ;  
F o u r  F a v o r i t e  H y m n s .  Band.

T h e  f o u r  packe d  and posted  f re e  f o r —
17/-  N e w  S o u th  W a les ; .  18/6 o th e r  S ta tes .

B E E H IV E  S T O R E S
(R e c o rd  D e p t . ) ,

87 L I V E R P O O L  S T R E E T ,  S Y D N E Y .

PARENTS OR GUARDIANS.
W e want you to send to our o ffice  and 

ask for  “H E LPS TO P A R E N T S  IN  E X ­
PLAIN IN G  M A T T E R S OF SE X  TO TH E 
YOUNG,” issued by  the Bishops and Genera] 
Synod, together w ith 10 W hite Cross book ­
lets suitable for  parents, boys and girls.

You will never regret the expenditure of 
ONE SH ILLIN G  In providing yourself and 
fam ily with knowledge on the m ost im ­
portant subject o f sex in the purest style.

THE AUSTRALASIAN WHITE CROSS 
LEAGUE,

56 ELIZABETH STREET, SYDNEY.
W . E. W ILSO N , Hon. Secretary.

PASS “ GRIT” ON Support Our Advertisers.
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A M D  T K E Y  A i l  S M 8 L I & .
Some secret sins are not so much o f a 

secret as the sinners think.
=& # e

People are much alike, a lter all. Even 
the wets en joy  w ater the next morning.

^ #  'A'
The difference between a lover and a hus­

band is that one com m ents on the looks of 
her dress and the other on the cost of it.

# © a
A WEAK BROTHER.

“ Look at that pall-bearer. H is knees are 
giving w ay.”

“Yes, he never could hold his bier.”
# *  #

UNKIND.
Percival: “ That sure was a dirty dig.”
Percy: “W h at’s th at?”
Percival: “ I showed her a picture of me 

as a little boy sitting on my father’s knee 
and she said, “ My, who is the ventriloqu ist?”

AN AMBIGUOUS PETITION.
Asked to pray for  warm  weather, so that 

her grandm a’s rheum atism m ight pass away, 
a five -year-o ld  girl knelt and said:

“Oh, Lord, please make it hot for grand­
ma.”

* * #
GETTING ONE OVER.

The young maiden was indignant, a ccu s­
ing the grocer of charging her too much.

“ You’re a very small potato, is what 1 
think,” she snapped,

“Perhaps,”  the grocer remarked, “ but I 
never let m yself be skinned.”

* # • #
MILK AND BUTTER.

“N o,” replies the “Pathfinder” to an in ­
quiring correspondent, “ the milk o f all m am ­
mals will not produce butter. For instance, 
no butter is furnished by the milk of the 
camel, no matter how much it is churned.” 
That’s too bad. But what about the drom - 
edairy? ' \

“ W ere you ever in lov e?”
“No, but I ’ve been in a lot o f other tough 

places,”

Man may possibly have sprung from  the 
monkey, but the average wom an will spring, 
from  a mouse.

# * w
“W onder what time it Is? I ’m invited to 

a dinner at 6.30 and m y w atch isn’t going.”
“W hy, w asn ’t your watch in v ited ?"

* *  #
UNCLE CAN BUT HE DOES NOT.

The follow ing was, .written by a boy o f 
twelve years of age:

“W hen I returned hom e and opened the 
door the, scene that met my eyes w as enough 
to make a cat burst into laughter. Standing 
upon a" chair and flourishing a large spoon 
in all directions stood m y aunt, w hilst uncle, 
his body bent alm ost double, and with a 
poker clenched in his grasp, was m aking 
violent cuts and slashes at an invisible v ic ­
tim beneath the sink, whjch, in answ er to 
m y inquiries, I found to be a mouse. A t 
length his efforts were rewarded and with 
a squeal the mouse ran out from  his retreat. 
The poker descended but missed the creature 
by at least a foot. W ithout pausing, it ran 
straight towards uncle, and he naturally 
jum ped, but this only served to frighten the 
mouse, and it ran right up inside uncle's 
trousers. But he never lost his presence of 
mind. He caught it ju st as it clim bed over 
his knee and held it a prisoner. Aunt thought 
she would throw things at it, but, afteT; she 
had tried tw o fireirons, uncle begged her to 
desist. Then she got som e cheese to coax it 
down, but uncle did not care to let it go for 
fear it would run further up. Then uncle 
happened to trip, and lost his Hold and the 
mouse fell to the floor as dead as a door­
nail. N ow  when mice run into the kitchen 
uncle leaves at once. He can kill a mouse, 
he says, but the fun  isn ’t worth the 
trouble.”

a
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M A K E  T O T A L  A B S T I N E N C E  
A T T R A C T I V E !

E d u c a te  th o s e  a ro u n d  y o u  in i ts  
f a v o r ,  and  a t  t h e  sa m e  t im e  
I M P R O V E  th e  F I N A N C E S  o f  

y o u r  S ta te  E x e c u t i v e ,  y o u r  local  U n io n ,  C h u r c h  
G u i ld ,  S c o u t  T r o o p ,  G u id e s '  C o m p a n y ,  S u n d a y  
School , Band  o f  H ope ,  L o y a l  T e m p e ra n c e  
L eg io n ,  o r  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r - f o r m i n g  o r g a n is a t io n  

by  a r r a n g i n g  a p e r f o rm a n c e  
o f  t h e  D r a m a t i c  P a g e a n t—

A N  A L L E G O R I C A L  C I N D E R E L L A
by  E V E L Y N  C. S T R A N G ,  

e x - S ta te  P re s id e n t ,  N .S .W .  W o m a n ’ s C .T .U .

P R IC E ,  6d., P os tage  1d. 
C I N D E R E L L A  A L W A Y S  C H A R M S !

Write to Rev. R. B. S. Hammond, Box 390F, 
G.P.O., Sydney.
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DAILY INSPIRATION.
By F A IR E L IE  TH O RN TO N , author o f “ The Southern Cross.”  etc.

SUNDAY.
"Blessed are ye that sow beside all 

waters.”—Isa., 32, 2.

A kindly w ord and a kindly deed,
A  helpful hand in time o f  need,

W ith  a strong, true heart 
To do his part—

Thus went the sow er out with his seed, 
Nor stayed in his toil to name his creed.

No coat of arms, no silken crest,
No purple or linen about his breast,

But royally true 
To the purpose in view,
W as his ceaseless search, and his constant 

quest
For suffering souls in need of rest*

Feeling for others, bearing their pain, 
Freeing the fetters, undoing the chain 

From  sorrow  and tears,
He w rought the- years—

Still unknown to rank, and unknown to fame, 
In letters o f light God writeth his name.

— Ella Dare.

MONDAY,
“ A ll Scripture is given by inspiration o f 

God, and is profitable for  doctrine, for re ­
proof, for instruction  in righteousness. That 
the man of God m ay be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good  w orks.”— 2 Tim., 
3, Hi, 17.

If the Bible were of human origin, it must 
have been written by m en who understood 
every need o f the hum an heart. No man 
could so thoroughly have searched its in - 
mosj; recesses, been so intim ately acquainted 
-with every phase of character, every sorrow  
which a fflicts mankind, every sin to which 
he is liable. It bears the im age and super­
scription o f ’ the Creator on every  page. No 
-other book in the universe is like it. The 
poetry in it is sublime, and has never been 
equalled. Some preachers seem to be in 
doubt whether Paul knew what he was ta lk ­
ing about when he said that A L L  Scripture 
is given by inspiration o f God. If the enemy 
o f souls can only get people to believe that, 
the Bible m ight as well all go ; fo r  every ­
one can pick  out just what he chooses to 
believe is inspired. The exact verbal trans­
lation may be som etim es at fault, but that 
has nothing to do with the inspiration o f the 
whole of Scripture.

TUESDAY.
“FO L LO W  ME.”

’Tis .sweet when Jesus leads the way,
To follow  H im  from  day to day.
My footsteps then can never stray.
H e’ll keep me safe from  every harm,
And nothing shall m y soul alarm,
For every storm  will turn to calm,

If I fo llow  Jesus.
He'll surely walk and talk with me,
He’ll keep m y soul .and spirit free,
His road leads on to victory.
My every w eakness He doth see,
I love Him, for He first, loved me.
H is precious blood hath set me free,

So I will fo llow  Jesus.
-—Flora Dalburn.

WEDNESDAY.
“ Set you r a ffections on things above, not 

on things on the earth.”— Col., 3, 2.

Y our honors here m ay serve you for a 
time, as it were fo r  an hour; but they w ill 
be no use to you  beyond this world. N o ­
body will have heard a w ord o f your honors 
in the other life. Your glory, your shame,

your am bitions, and all the treasures for 
which you push hard and sacrifice much, will 
be like wreaths of smoke. F or these things 
which you m ostly seek, and for which you 
spend your life, only tarry with you while 
you are on this side o f the flood.— Beecher.

THURSDAY.
“ The fear of the Lord tendeth to life, and 

he that hath it shall abide satisfied.”=^Prov„ 
23, 19.
Satisfied because I know Thou art near.; 
Satisfied to trust m y all to Thy care. 
Satisfied to put aside every fear. * 
Satisfied to take each task from  Thy hand; 
Satisfied to just obey Thy com mand. 
Satisfied to do Thy will, watch and pray, 
Satisfied for Christ my Lord leads the way. 
Satisfied to serve or wait, praise or pray, 
Satisfied to fo llow  Jesus all the way. 
Satisfied when I awake, Lord, with Thee, 
Satisfied from  sin and borrow  to be free.

•—Flora Dalburn.

FRIDAY.
“N ot by m ight, nor by  power, but by my 

spirit, saith the Lord.”— Zech., 4, 6.
It is a grand thing to train the human 

mind in the academ y and in the college and 
university to great intellectual achievem ents. 
It is a grand thing for you to leap, as it were, 
by  the lightning o f your thought, from  crag 
to crag of discovery. It is well to make 
paths for  tender feet through the morasses 
and over the mountains of study. These 
bring honor and power. But it is also well to 
rem em ber that the diplomas of colleges and 
universities can never bring pardon for sin: 
that all the scholarships and all the titles 
in the world can never bring peace to the 
dying. Oh, brethren, it is this discipleship 
with the M an of Galilee who trod the w ine­
press alone and carried H is cross up Cal­
vary ’s hill; this, discipleship with the Man 
Christ Jesus, that constitutes the moral and 
spiritual pow er in our work. That pow er it 
is yours to im part to the children under 
your care. Aye this is grander than all 
hum an achievem ents.— F. Clement French.

SATURDAY.
"Train  up a child in the way he should 

go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from  it.”— Prov., 22, 6.

Parents of the future race
N one on earth can take your place.
God entrusts to you alone 
W ork  which will be left undone 
If you fail in this great task.
Greater w ork you could not ask 
In your hands the future lies 
Of that child which you so prize.
N ot a plaything to be dressed,
Petted, fond led and caressed;
But a true im m ortal soul 
Y ou  have under your control.
Y6u are sow ing now the seeds 
O f his future words and deeds.

BOOKS THAT HAVE HELPED.
B y -Fairelie Thornton.

“ SOU L R E S T ”  (3rd thousand); "LO VE 
D IV IN E ” (2nd thousand); “LO V E ” 

(2nd thousand).
Just published:

“ TH E  SO U T H E R N  CROSS OR W O R LD  
U N SE E N .”

1/6 each. M ETH O D IST BOOK DEPOT, 
135 C astlereagh-street, Sydney, and other 

religious booksellers.

A  P e r s o n a l  C h a t  w i t h  M y  R e a d e r s —

(Continued from page 8.)
On the anvil o f sorrow  I’ve lain,
And been struck by  the hammer o f  loss, 
Then beaten and thrust in a furnace of 

pain,
Then lifted with tongs to the anvil again 
Just as though my poor life were mere 

dross.

But all thanks to the Sm ith who with 
strength

Hath reshaped my poor life to H is will,
And were all my days more than double the 

length
I ’d pray this one prayer, to be given the 

strength
Just to trust to H is infinite skill.

* # *
The liquor gang are to be 

WITHOUT pitied since they are without 
LOGIC. facts to support their conten­

tions, but as they are seem­
ingly without log ic they m ay not miss the 
facts so tremendously, they m ay indeed find 
their consolation in their bank balance. 
They have yet to learn the severe lim ita­
tions o f money, and that how ever it may 
talk it has never been able to speak peace 
to any man’s soul or hope to any man's 
heart. Opponents of Prohibition, concede it 
to be a failure, reasoning that the law is so 
bad that "nobody” will obey it, and that 
since “ nobody” will obey it the law must be 
bad.

They remind me of the fellow  to whom 
the judge said:

“ You weren't satisfied to eat a dinner at 
the com plainant’s restaurant w ithout paying 
for  it, you pocketed his forks and spoons 
besides.”

“ Prisoner: I know, yer honor, but 1 took 
’em from  honest motives. I was goin' to 
raise m oney on ’em to pay for  the dinner.”

A B IR T H D A Y  GIFT.— “ The Southern 
Cross,” by Fairelie Thornton. 1/6. Wm. 
Tyas, 558 George-street, Sydney. Better than 
a birthday card.

SAFETY FIRST, 
j No need to take risks.
| Buy your Player Piano, Piano or 
| Gramophone either for cash or on easy 
| time payments from

3 3 8  G E O R G E  S T ., 
S Y D N E Y .

| 72 Years’ Faithful Service
is behind our instruments.
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THE BLIGHT ON U.S.A.

V I S I T O R S  A N D  F O R E I G N E R S .

Tile Las Angeles “ Tim es”  in an Editorial 
says:

The best blood of A m erica in the seven­
teenth and eighteenth centuries sailed aw ay 
from  Europe to escape from  class dictation 
and also from  rubbing their noses into the 
dirt in the presence o f folks made o f  the same 
clay as themselves.

These independent and enterprising 
spirits cam e over to A m erica and started a 
country where they had room  enough in 
both the open spaces and ideas to stand up­
right. They would bow down to Deity only. 
They cam e to rid them selves of the iron heel 
and outgrow  its m arks upon their characters. 
They cam e to get the creases and wrinkles 
out of their souls.

In a recent issue o f the Saturday "E ven ­
ing P ost” a cartoonist caught the present 
generation unawares kow -tow ing to  a sh ip­
load of European celebrities as they cam e 
down the gangplank making uncom plim en­
tary rem arks about us.

The first was a big, blustery, long-haired, 
flat-hatted, butterfly-tied  personality with 
a huge bundle o f  lectures for money, books 
and plays for m oney in his right hand and a 
fat grip in the other with “ fifty -seven  ways 
to get A m erican  m oney.” H is mouth was 
stretched inordinately wide with this senti­
ment, "A m erica is a nation o f dollar-chasers. 
Y ou 'h a v e  no sentim ent.”

Tram ping on his heels was an anaem ic 
under a turban orating as follow s, “ You 
have no art, no taste, no ideals.”

Crowding him from  behind was a bum p­
tious opera singer who looked as if  she ought 
to reduce. She bore in her arms a m onkey 
and also a portfolio filled with concert en ­
gagem ents. Out o f  her m outh issued 
“Am ericans are m oney mad. You have no 
music, no appreciation .”

Then cam e another open-m outhed indi­
vidual who sounded this alarm, "A m erica 
has no literature. You are m on ey -gra b ­
bers.” He carried in his hand a  capacious 
valise which appeared to be empty.

F ollow ing cam e a high-hatted, bew his- 
kefed, long-coated, solem n-jow led specim en 
who rolled his eyes and m ustachios heaven­
ward and expostulated, “ You have no h eart!” 
H e bore in his hand a suitcase filled with 
debt cancellation pleas.

Bringing up the rear was a m ob and the 
burden o f  its bow lings seemed to be, “N o 
so u l!”

They accuse us o f being m oney-grubbers 
and them com e to get the grub. They accuse 
us o f  being Shylocks and then we turn our 
pockets inside out and show them that we 
not only have ducats but idiots. Some of 
us are a funny bunch!

I  he impudence, cupidity and arrogance o f 
visitors to U.S.A. is one o f the seven 
w onders o f the age.

T he sham e o f  it is that too often Britishers 
are num bered with this m otley crowd. The 
Dean o f London, Lord Reading, M argot A s ­
quith, Chesterton and Co. abused the h osp i­
tality o f Am erica, defied its laws and then 
added to the outrages articles and books in 
tvhich they presum ed to criticise w hat they 
so evidently knew next to nothing about.

THE CRIMINAL ALIEN GANGS.
F ollow ing is a  list o f those indicted by a

U.S. Grand Jury in Chicago on charges o f 
m aking a farce o f  the Prohibition and vice 
law s in this city.

Frank Rydzewski, Thom as J. Coughlin, 
Joseph Chemma, M orris O’Donnell, Joseph 
Zuchowski, Lottie Z iolokow ski, Anton P o - 
walski, Charles Anzoe, Stanley Swirz, K ath ­
erine Lazik, Stanley W ilinski, Leo Bastaik, 
Frank Kabubowski, M artin Sobierajski, 
Joseph Kukus, Stanley Potacki, Julius S o- 
dini, M ichael M azgaj, W illiam  W ojcirch ow - 
ski, Stanley Naguszewski, Peter Vrdyolak, 
Stanley W ysocki, James Fortuna, Salvatore 
Fasone, Jim, Ingret, Sam De Salva, Peter 
Selintus, Jack De Guisti, Sante Asquino, 
Joseph Chiaporri, John Papiro, A ngelo Zan- 
ette, Ignats Yasilus, August Farone, Joe D ig- 
ange.

Names like these were not found am ong 
the signers of the Declaration of Independ­
ence.

In spite o f the twin pests, visitors and 
foreigners, there is a fruit o f  Prohibition  that 
is truly m agnificent.

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT OF LIFE.
Health im provem ent:
“ This year every im portant cause of death 

showed a decrease from  the year before. The 
health o f  the nation is in all probability bet­
ter than ever before.” :—Mutual L ife  Insur­
ance Company, 1926 Report.

“ One million lives saved, as shown by the. 
death rate. Infant m ortality showed a d e­
finite decline.”—U.S. Census and Children’s 
Bureau, Dept, of Labor.

Crime Decreased:
“ E very age group has few er com m itm ents 

in proportion  to population in 1923 than 
1910. Rate o f decrease in com m itm ents for 
all crim es is 37.7 per cent.”— U.S. Census, 
Bulletin 8-5503A, 1926.

Drunkenness Decreased:
“Com m itm ents to prison for  drunkenness 

decreased 53.3 per cent. Arrests fo r  drunk­
enness decreased 500,000 per year . . . A lco ­
holic insanity reduced 66 per cent, in fir^t 
three years.”— U.S. Census Bulletin 8-5503A, 
1926.

“ Six thousand few er deaths from  cirrhosis 
o f the liver in 1923 than in 1915. (This d is ­
ease is due ch iefly to a lcoh ol).”— U.S. Census, 
Bulletin 8-5503A, 1926.

“ Salvation Arm y drink cases reduced from  
50 per cent to 1 per cent.”— Comm. E vange­
line Booth.

Drinking in Colleges D ecreased:
“ The poll o f college publication editors, 

and that of College Presidents, indicate d e­
crease in drinking in the colleges and by the 
youth at large. Only six editors of alm ost 
100 report an increase . . . Tw o hundred and 
thirteen Presidents report im provem ent.”—  
L iterary Digest, July 17, 1926.

E conom ic Conditions Im proved 1920-1925:
“ Savings Banks depositors increased by 

23 m illion persons. Am ount in Savings 
Banks increased by 8 billion dollars. In ­
crease in L ife  Insurance 1913-24, 37 billion 
dollars. 1918-1925 the country ’s W age A c ­
count increased 8 billion dollars.”— Girard 
Trust Com pany -of Philadelphia.

M ore H om es:
"T he sale o f  sm all houses has tripled since 

1919. Building and loan association  assets 
increased 2 billion dollars.”— Report o f Com. 
on A lcoholic L iquor T raffic o f 68th Congress.

Better H om es:
“ H om es are better furnished. W ives and 

fam ilies, not the saloon, get the income.

Spray e v e o ' t*oom
dai Iy .  . ,
Kill e v e r y  in se c i. 
Prolecl your children 

from  d is e a s e  
infection

T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  b e s l .

M o r t e i n
L I Q U I D  S P R A Y

Children better clothed. Sanitary and 
Health conditions im proved.”— The Salva­
tion A rm y from  a report from  thirty cities.

Less P overty:
"A pplications fo r  relief l-educed 50 per 

cent.’—T he Salvation Arm y, from  a report 
from  thirty cities.

M ore Food (N ot W ine and B eer) M ilk and 
Meat:

“ Milk— Y ear’s consum ption increased 600 
million gallons.

“ Meat— Per capita consum ption increased ' 
from  139-165 pounds.

"Sugar grapes,” vegetables, grain report 
similar increases.— Illinois Agricultural A s ­
sociation, from  a nation-w ide poll.

The President o f  the J. C. Penny Co. sent 
a questionnaire on Prohibition  to 695 m an­
agers o f general m erchandising stores of that 
organisation reaching 47 States. F ive hun­
dred and fo rty -s ix  opposed the restoration o f 
beer and light w ines and only 39 approved it, 
while 563 expressed the opinion that P roh i­
bition has bettered conditions financially, 
socially and m orally, and 438 to 190 declared 
that the m ajority  o f  the people in their com ­
munities were opposed to so -ca lled  “ m od ifi­
cation.”

A U S T R A L I A N  C A S H  O R D E R S , L td
351-359 PITT STREET, SYDNEY.

CASH ORDERS FOR EVERYTHING.
ICE CHESTS FROM 2 /6  PER WEEK.



WILL
to know if you are thinking 01 

doing away with some of the 
old and out-of-date Furniture

BE GLAD

BECAUSE

SYSTEMTHE “ MORE

FANCY—A Bedroom Furnished for £38/10/- 
Deposit only 80 /-; Weekly Payment 8/6,

OR—A Dining Room for £38/10/-
Deposit only 80 /-; Weekly Payment 8 /6

NO INTEREST.

Boa Marche Ltd.
C O R N E R  G E O R G E  ST. W E S T  A N D  H A R R IS  ST ., S Y D N E Y

February 10, 1927,,

PROHIBITION AND LIFE 
INSURANCE.

New life Insurance written during the first 
seven months o f this year by forty -five  
com panies haying, in force 81 per cent, of 
all the old line legal reserve insurance out­
standing in the United States totalled
6.599.000. 000 dollars, which is an increase of 
9.8 per cent, over the 6,010,000,000 dollars 
reported in the like period o f last year, 
according to a report filed by the Association 
o f L ife  Insurance Presidents with the D e­
partment of Commerce.

N ew  ordinary insurance for the period 
t o t a l l e d  4,623,000,000 dollars against
4.341.000. 000 dollars, a gain ,of 6.5 per cent.; 
industrial insurance was 1,479,000,000 dollars 
against 1,314,000,000' dollars, an increase of 
12.6 per cent.; group insurance reached
496.000. 000 dollars against 354,000,000 dollars,, 
a gain of 40 per cent,

During July total new insurance was
931.000. 000 dollars against 877.000,000 d o l­
lars in July, 1925; ordinary amounted to
659.000. 000 dollars against 639,000,000 dollars; 
industrial was 194,000,000 dollars against
183.000. 000 dollars, and group reached
78.000. 000 dollars against 55,000,000 dollars.

Women Oppose Liquor’s Control of 
Politics.

Sacramental Wine Need Not Be 
Alcoholic.

The determ ination of wom en to settle the 
drink question w^as ably expressed by Mrs. 
Carrie Chapman Catt, internationally known 
suffrage leader, in New York, Septem ber 11, 
when she said, “W e are going to keep at 
this problem if it takes 21,000 years to settle 
it.

“I hold it to be the height and 'depth and 
width of hypocrisy and silliness for people to 
advocate rem oving from  the Constitution an 
im portant law which it has taken 125 years 
of work to obtain, until time has been 
given to test that law fairly ,” she said of 
the Eighteenth. Am endm ent. “ T w enty-five  
years ago the liquor interests of this cou n ­
try controlled politics, bought votes, sent 
mem bers to Congress, had their lobbies in 
State Legislatures. It is against this control 
of our polities that many of u s .f ig h t  who 
never had the problem o f  drink to meet 
through m isfortune in our fam ilies.” The baby that swallows everything ought 

to make a good husband when he grow s up.
A U S T R A L I A N  C A S H  O R D E R S , Ltd

A  very im portant announcem ent about the 
requirements o f  the Jewish law in regard to 
the alcoholic content of sacramental wine has 
been made by the “Am erican Israelite.” The 
statem ent is made in this journal that un- 
ferm ented grape ju ice serves every purpose 
of the synagogue for sacram ental wine, and 
that there is no need of w ithdrawals of a lco ­
holic liquors at all for the Church. This 
harm ony of the Jewish law and our P ioh i- 
bition secular law rem oves all problems, it 
would seem, about d veiting sacram ental 
wine to secular uses, for ho permits need be 
given for w ithdrawals from  Federal store­
houses for  sacram ental purposes.

Only m an’s body was made of dirt. It’s 
his own fault if  his mind gets that way.

m' ,  ........... „ „ „ „ „ I , ...........„ in u m i, Il,I,urn,,..........I  ................m ill............ ....... ............it im i,     ........... in u m ili   |
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C O R N  F L O U R

secret of an easily prepared, tasty and altogether delightful |
blanc-mange is to use only fresh milk and W ade’s— the Corn Flour |
with the creamy flavor. Make it exactly as described on the packet, 
and you will have the ideal partner for every kind of stewed fruit. | 

Manufactured by CLIFFORD, LOVE &  CO., LTD. ,
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