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Future of Christianity IS

Philip Johnson,who usestarotcardsto
explainthe message ofJesus to New Agers,
says churches mustbe less ‘institutional’

Throughout the 1990s,
Philip Johnson was at the
forefront of Christian min-
istry to the burgeoning
‘New Age’ movement. A
leader in the establishment
ofNew Age Mission, which
placed a booth in Sydney’s
annual Mind Body Spirit
Festival, Mr Johnson is
now CEO ofGlobal Apolog-
etics and Mission.

As recent census fig-
ures reveal, what was once
just a trend is now a grow-
ing movement. Those com-
mitted to a cluster of ‘New
Age’ religions - including
wicca (witchcraft), pagan-
ism and spiritualism —eom-
bined for a total of over
40,000 adherents.

While this might look
small, Philip Johnson says
it points to a vastly differ-
ent attitude to spirituality
among many more Austral-
jans - an attitude that must
change the church’s ap-
proach to mission.

“A lot of people today
are not the least bit inter-
ested in coming to church.
They see no compelling rea-
son for it,” Mr Johnson
said. “This comes down to
fundamental issues of
whether we express our-
selves in community or not.

“In order to be able to
be able to engage these peo-

pie, itisimportantto go into
the marketplace, just like
the Apostles did, and meet
people on their own terms

and in their own gatherings
- and then invite people to
answer the call to disciple-
ship.”

The shock from the 2001
census is that Australians
are becoming less agnostic,
while Anglican decline has
slowed significantly.

Philip Johnson from the
Presbyterian Theological
College and anexpert inmin-
istry to the ‘New Age’ said
the results should help the
church realise that people
don’t have a problem with
the identity of Jesus.

“Atheism has not been
a serious option for the bulk
of the population,” he said.

Continuing to target
atheists would mean the
church was ‘casting our
fishing nets into an ever-di-
minishing lake’, he said.

“The tadpoles are now
swimming in other streams.”

Analysing the results.
Professor Gary Bouma from
Monash University, said
secular postmodern society
was not irreligious, but one
in which ‘spirituality’ was
less under the control ofre-
ligious organisations.

“It reflects the post-
modern sentiment, ‘I believe
but do not belong’,” he
said, explaining that there
has been a shift from
agnoticism to beliefin Bud-
dhism and the New Age.

“For the first time in
Australian history, the
number of people declaring
no religion has decreased to
15.4 per cent, after increas-
ing from 12.93 per cent in
1991 to 16.48 per cent in
1996,” he said.

“Many people had ex-
pected this rise to continue,
possibly eclipsing Angli-

ATttte "QTE "Nondri;‘\

Imonal Unar

FREE!

Child sex abuse
Royal Commission \

IS needed
page9

www*angUcanmediasydney.asn.au

Newspaper of the Anglican Oioce"se of Sydney

IN the cards

2001 census

Roman Catholics 27%
Anglicans 20.7%
Uniting Church 6.6%
Presbyterian 3.3%
Orthodox 2.8%
‘ProtestantTChristian’ 2.1%
Baptists 1.7%
Lutherans 1.3%
CHRISTIAN 68%
Buddhism 1.9%
Islam 1.5%
Hinduism 0.5%
Judaism 0.4%
New Age beliefs 0.2%
NON-CHRISTIAN 5.6%
NO RELIGION 15.4%
Declined to answer 9.8%

cans in 2001, but Anglicans
have refused to decline as
rapidly as in the past, slip-
ping only from 21.99 per
centin 1996to 20.68 per cent
in2001.”

The percentage of
Catholic Australians stayed
the same at 27 per cent.

An interesting result
unreported by the secular
media was that 410,000
Australians merely wrote
they were ‘Christian’ or
‘Protestant’. This was a sig-
nificant increase on 1996.

So is this a sign of a
growing ‘post-denomina-
tional’ attitude among
‘church-shopping’ Chris-
tians who eschew denomi-
national labels?

Professor Bouma thinks
not. “The Pentecostals
have gone missing. We
have to account for the loss
in Pentecostals from 0.9 per-
cent to 0.66 percent.

“I think the ‘Christian

not further defined’ cat-
egory has become the de-
nominational label for
Pentecostals. The census
has not caught up with the
Assemblies Of God name
change to the Australian
Christian Churches.”

Professor Bouma be-
lieves the stabilising of An-
glican figures suggests so-
ciety is ‘post-denomina-
tional’ in the sense that peo-
ple ‘no longer have a life-
long commitment to Presby-
terianism’ but this does not
mean that they ‘go to ge-
neric labels like Christian’.

“People write down ala-
bel even if they might say
something different if asked
that question tomorrow,” he
said.

Professor Bouma said
the census does not give
the full picture of Austral-
ia’s complex spiritual mar-
ketplace. Many Australians
would like to identify with
more than one label, and
other research suggests
about 1 in 10 people say
they believe in more than
one ‘religion’,

Further, some media re-
ports made an error by com-
bining those who wrote ‘no
religion” with those who
choose not to respond to
the religion question.
“Other studies indicate that
those who will not answer
the question have higher
than average participation
in religious and spiritual ac-
tivities, they are simply not
saying so,” he said.

Why people don’tgo to
church: pages 10 and 11

Bible believing Christians may be forced out of Anglican Church

With four thriving congre-
gations meeting each Sun-
day, and a rector bom and
bred in Sydney, the 1,800
member evangelical parish
of St John’s, Shaughnessy
is similar to many in Syd-
ney Diocese. But after a se-
ries of dramatic events, the
people of St John’s - along
with several other Bible-be-
lieving parishes in Canada
- might be ousted from the
Anglican Church.

Last month, the Synod
of the Canada’s New West-
minster Diocese voted in fa-
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vour of blessing same-sex
unions 215 votes to 129.
Unlike 1998 and 2001, when
a similar motion also re-
ceived a majority. Bishop
Michael Ingham gave his
assent, making New West-
minster the first Diocese in
the Anglican Communion to
officially approve the bless-
ing of gay relationships.
Following the decision,
A5 parish representatives
walked out of the meeting.
Nine parishes including St
John’s later released a state-
ment saying they cannot
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support the Synod’s rejec-
tion of the Bible.

Bishop Ingham re-
sponded by asking the nine
parishes to confirm by July
2 that they are not seeking
alternative episcopal over-
sight and want to keep their
licence to minister in his
Diocese. The letter could be
read as an ultimatum: acqui-
esce to the bishop’s deci-
sion on same-sex unions, or
‘you are out!’

The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Dr George Carey
has made clear his opposi-
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tion to the New Westmin-
ster vote, saying, ‘I do not
accept that homosexual re-
lationships can be treated
on a par with the man-
woman ideal portrayed in
Holy Scripture’.

However Dr Carey
stopped short of offering
his ftill support to the con-
servatives, saying he was
‘saddened’ that many
synod members had walked
out and sought alternative
episcopal oversight.

While affirming that
members ofthe church must
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‘speak the truth in love to
each other’, he said this
would happen ‘by standing
our ground in continuing
dialogue and ongoing fel-
lowship with each other, not
by walking away.’

Both the Archbishop of
Sydney, Dr Peter Jensen,
and Sydney’s Standing
Committee released state-
ments criticising the vote
and calling on the Canadian
bishops to give the con-
servatives ‘effective’ alter-
native oversight.

further report page 6

But Sydney
supports them...

Sydney’s David Short is
now committed to defend-
ing the Bible in Canada.
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Water of life with harbour views

Archdeacon Peter Smart, rector of Christ Church, Lavender Bay baptises Heidi-
Lane Jefferson, 18, in the waters of Sydney Harbour. Archdeacon Smart said that
baptisms with the spectacuiar backdrop of the Sydney Harbour Bridge were not
the norm for the waterfront parish. But Ms Jefferson, a committed Christian who
was not baptised as a chiid, wanted her baptism to be memorabie. Archdeacon
Smart said the idea was enthusiasticaiiy weicomed by the congregation, who
attended the speciai baptism after a recent Sunday morning service.

Embassyfor
God begun

in Hills

St Paul’s, Castle Hill has set
up an embassy for God to
help young adults think
through the ethical issues
of being ‘residents of earth
and citizens of heaven’.

“We are Christ’s ambas-
sadors on earth, represent-
ing him to Castle Hill and to
the whole world,” said
Fiona Keast, assistant co-
ordinator of the Embassy.
“We do this by viewing the
world through God’s eyes
and seeking to respond as
he would.”

The Embassy is held
every second month. Some
issues to be addressed
since it began last October,
include world poverty, refu-
gees and most recently stem
cell research which was at-
tended by over 100 people.

Andrew Cameron, eth-
ics lecturer at Moore Theo-
logical College, Amy Butler,
researcher for the Social Is-
sues Executive and Rachel
Jones, a PhD student in
medical research each gave
talks which were followed
by small group discussions
and questions from the
floor to the panel.

Ms Keast says much
positive feed back has been
received from the Embassy
nights. “People appreciate
being introduced to the ba-
sic facts and then putting
those into a Christian con-
text,” she said.

Future topics for Em-
bassy include gender is-
sues and the environment.

Buckle-up Sydney! Blue-collar church
has you covered beyond the Bible-belt

CHURCHOIlIant
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icture the time of the

week when it is most

difficult to attract
unchurched young adults
to worship services, and,
common sense would prob-
ably tell you that it’s Friday
night.

But a newly planted
church, meeting at a univer-
sity campus in Sydney’s
west every Friday night, has
found a loyal following
among unchurched 18- to
25-year-olds in the area.

The Rev Craig Blacket,
Anglican chaplain at the
University of Western Syd-
ney’s (UWS) Nirimba cam-
pus at Blacktown, launched
the new venture earlier this
year. Around 25 young peo-
ple now regularly attend
‘The Crossing’, held at
UWS Blacktown.

The new church is an
inter-campus ministry cov-
ering a number of UWS and
TAFE campuses from
across Sydney. Each weekly
meeting includes around an
hour spent sharing a meal,
followed by a church serv-
ice.

2 Southern Cross

Mr Blacket describes the
actual meeting as being
more like a workshop, with
a combination of singing,
teaching, testimonies, small
and large group activities
and games. It contains all
the elements of a more tra-
ditional church service, fo-
cused towards a younger
audience, with an emphasis
on community life and fel-
lowship-style meetings.

Despite the unusual
timeslot, the meeting has
been welcomed with open
arms. Most of the Friday
night congregation is made
up of people from non-
Christian backgrounds.

Mr Blacket believes The
Crossing is helping to meet
a unique need in Western
Sydney. “Local churches
have the resources to look
after junior youth, but once
kids turn 18, churches need
specialist ministries,” he
said. “Friday night provides
a fellowship for the 18to 25
age group that Ilocal
churches can’t provide, due
to resources.”

The service alternates
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Matt Miiier (left) and Craig Blacket from ‘The
Crossing’, a new church for TAFE and uni students

every two weeks between
teaching through sermons
and small group-based Bi-
ble study seminars. The
Crossing has adopted a
‘PTC-driven’ strategy, uti-
lising the correspondence
Course from Moore College.
Midweek Bible workshops
on campus are integrated
with the Friday night teach-
ing program, with the aim of
providing people an over-
all theological training while
they study and learn their
profession.

Mr Blacket says the new

church is tapping into a mis-
sion field of ‘unchurched,
un-nurtured people’. “Both
TAFE and UWS in Western
Sydney are giving us access
into non-‘Bible belt” youth,”
he said. “Evangelicalism
does not exist in the west,
excluding the lower Blue
Mountains and the Hills
area. In the larger Cumber-
land plain, that history just
isn’t there.”

The goal is for the con-
gregation to increase in size
to around 100 people over
the next two to five years.

Did 60 minutessetup Pell?

The Roman Catholic Archbishop ofSydney, Dr George
Pellata media conference after Channel 9’s 60 Minutes
program aired allegations regarding child sexual abuse
by priests in Victoria. The Anglican Media website has
full coverage ofthis story, including analysis by Jeremy

Haicrow of the

media

coverage, found at

www.angiicanmediasydney.asn.au/2002/224.htm.

Dr Pell's full

statement

can be read at

www.angUcanmediasydney.asn.au/2002/223.htm.

Position vacant
for dever atheist

An advertising sign has
been placed outside Syd-
ney church, St Barnabas’,
Broadway which reads,
“Position vacant: intelligent
atheist to try to disprove
Christianity.”

Senior minister, the Rev
lan Powell, said the church
is organising a debate be-
tween Christianity and
Atheism at Sydney Town
Hall but so far has not
found a suitable person to
argue the case against God.

“We’re engaged in an
Australia-wide search for
an intelligent atheist who is
prepared to debate the real
issues,” said Mr Powell.
“We’re prepared to fly
someone in from anywhere
around the country. So far
we haven’t found anyone
to do it.”

SYDNEY

To be held at the Town
Hall on August 27, the de-
bate will feature Dr William
Craig, a philosopher who
has argued for Christianity
in similar debates in the US.

Dr Craig will also debate
radio commentator and well-
known atheist Phillip
Adams at Sydney Univer-
sity on August 26.

”Unfortunately, Phillip
was not available for the
Town Hall debate,” Mr
Powell said. “We are genu-
inely asking serious candi-
dates to apply.”

”To get the best possi-
ble atheist and to keep
things fair, we’ve asked the
President of the Australian
Humanists, lan Ellis-Jones,
to consult in the selection
of the atheist,” Mr Powell
said.

New horizons for Arden School

Colin May, Principal of Arden Anglican School in
Beecroft, has announced that the school is about to
embrace secondary co-education at their newly acquired
Epping site. Progressing to year 7 in 2003, it is planned
that Arden will become a complete Pre-school to Year
12 institution by 2008. The Epping site, located just 200
metres from Epping station, is already well developed
and is undergoing further refurbishments. Mr May said
the School would draw on its 80 years of heritage ‘to
ensure that a secondary school of excellence’ is estab-

lished.

Anglicans Togetherwebsite launched

Anglicans Together has launched its new website which
will include essays on current issues, newsletters and
information on upcoming events. A Sydney-based min-
istry aiming to promote ‘inclusive and diverse’ expres-
sions of Anglicanism, Anglicans Together seeks to pro-
vide a fomm for discussion of issues relevant to the
Diocese of Sydney and the Anglican Communion. The
address of the new site is www.anglicanstogether.org.

MS research with a penny farthing

John McDermott, a former policeman and currently a
university student, is riding a Penny Farthing bike from
Uluru to Sydney, to raise funds for Multiple Sclerosis
research. John left Sydney on Monday June 24, driving
to Ulum, and left for Sydney on June 30. He plans to
arrive in Sydney on Friday, August 9. For more informa-
tion on MS research, contact 1800 287 367.
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Church needs Danto cany offa pyramid
scheme for suffering Christians

to reflecton
family focus
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Social research findings by Hugh
Maekay appear to question the
emphasis among Australian
churches on “families’ in outreach.

Mr Maekay said that only
about a third of Australians actu-
ally live in families. The most com-
mon household type in Australia
Is single people, he said in an ad-
dress to the NSW Council of
Churches on Tuesday, June 4.

“The single person household
makes up 35 per cent of Austral-
lans. The next most common is the
two person household,” Mr
Maekay said.

“One of the outworkings of
this trend will be increased loneli-
ness. People still need to connect.
They will look somewhere else -
outside their domestic life - to de-
velop their social relationships.”

Mr Maekay said the increase
in single adults has seen the phe-
nomenon of book and cooking
clubs as well as the increase in a
café culture and dining out. This

options
generation

what values will under
25s bring to church?

tribal connections

While 500,000 dependant
children migrate regularly
between the homes oftheir
custodial and non-custodial
parents, mobiles phones
and email means they feel
more connected to friends
than family.

worship of experience

Meaning is found through
gaining as many ‘experi-
ences’ as possible. This
trend can be seen in
everything from extreme
sports to increasing
overseas travel to wanting
to be part of the ‘experi-
ence’ of reality TV.

Only one third of
Australians actually
live in families

Is a trend churches should look at
in terms of ministry, especially as
Mr Maekay pointed out single-
ness would increase with the ris-
ing generation. Factors such as
the increasing divorce rate and
the plummeting birth rate will play
their part.

“There is now 1.7 babies bom
for every Australian woman,” he
said. “There is a danger the emerg-
ing generation of kids will be the
‘over-indulged’ generation as all
parental attention is focused on
one child.”

The other worrying trend is
increased resentment among
childless couples to the presence
of children. Recent developments
have included the advent of ‘child-
free’ restaurants and ‘child-free’
housing estates.

“Among the next generation,
itis likely that one third will never
marry, one third will marry two or
three times, and one third will stay
married once,” he said.

Mr Maekay said the direction
of Australian society over the next
10 years could be seen in the
emerging values ofunder-25s that
he dubs the ‘options generation’.

“This is the generation which
has only ever known constant
and turbulent change. They are
determined to keep their options
open. Their favourite question is
‘What else is there?’.”

Asked by Southern Cross if
the emphasis on ‘lifestyles’
among younger generations was
akin to ‘a Contiki tour view ofre-
lationships where the emphasis
IS on many superficial connec-
tions, not depth of intimacy’, Mr
Maekay disagreed this typified
most young people.

“It is true that this can be seen
in sexual relationships,” he said.
“However young people still
place great value in loyalty. Their
fnendships are very important.”

“Some will say flippantly - my
marriage might end in 10 years but
my friends will be with me for
ever.”

Youngwomen’sconference grows

In its fourth year, the Young Evan-
gelical Women’s Conference con-
tinued to grow in size and diver-
sity. On May 18,560 women from
95 churches across NSW and the
ACT gathered at the University
of Western Sydney’s Rydalmere

campus. Speakers included
Christine Jensen, Isobel Lin and
Claire Smith.

YEWC started in 1999 with a
group of women who wanted to
provide a way for their friends to
receive input from the Bible.

“But every year, more and
more ‘older’ women come along

WWW.Ssac.org.au

and love it,” said organiser
Carmelina Read.

So how is YEWC different
from other women’s conferences?

Like many others, it aims to
teach the Bible to women and to
help them grow in their faith in
Jesus. However, as a one-day
conference it is designed to cater
for women 18 to 35 who are busy
studying, working, raising chil-
dren, working and being involved
in ministry in their churches.

Organisers hope to attract
1000 women to next year’s con-
ference, planned for May 17.

winning people to Jesus through Christ’s care

July 2002

The west African nation of Ni-
geria is a melting pot of religious
tension. The northern part of the
country is under Muslim control
with some areas ruled by the re-
strictive Sharia law.

This is hardly the environment
for a young theology student to
cut his teeth in his task of serving
God. But for fourth year Moore
College student Dan Henby,
northern Nigeria offers the perfect
start to his life in ministry.

Dan is one of seven students
traveling to Africa to teach theol-
ogy and church leadership, as
part of the Archbishop of Syd-
ney’s Overseas Ministry Fund’s
(AOMF) program, in partnership
with Moore College.

This month Dan will spend
three weeks in Kaduna Diocese,
teaching Moore College’s PTC
course to 35 English-speaking
Nigerian students. They will then
use this knowledge to help them
grow their own churches.

Funds raised by AOMF cover
the costs for 35 local ministers to
travel to the course and complete
their studies, as well as provide
practical support such as food and
accommodation.

“God’s work in Kaduna is at
the cutting edge when it comes to
evangelism and working within an
Islamic environment. | go there as
a teacher, but I will learn so much
by working alongside my Chris-
tian brothers in that part of the
world.”

In aregionwhere religious vio-
lence has claimed the lives of
many Christians over the last three
years, his challenge will be to
teach Kaduna’s new generation of
pastors to keep their congrega-
tions’ focus on the gospel in the

[t

Dan Henby prepares to teach Nigeria’s future evangeiists.

face of growing violence.

“In Kaduna the challenge will
not be to encourage people to
find time for God amongst their
busy lifestyle - quite the oppo-
site in fact. The challenge for pas-
toral leaders is to maintain focus
on the gospel, because when you
are under persecution the temp-
tation would be for that focus to
slide.”

The support provided by
AOMF helps with the nuts-and-
bolts. This means that when a
Moore student boards a plane

destined for all corners of the
globe, their focus can be on teach-
ing the gospel and helping God’s
kingdom grow.

“Every dollar given to AOMF
is worth 100 times its value in
terms of spreading the gospel.,”
said Dan. “For example, | will
spend three weeks training
preachers, who will take this
knowledge as they spread God’s
word to at least 2,000 parishion-
ers in each of their congregations.
That has to be the greatest pyra-
mid scheme in the world.”

ETHICAL INVESTING

Glebe Asset Management is a subsidiary of the Glebe Administration Board, which

manages over $500 million in investments for the Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney. The

Glebe group offers personal financial services, including a range of managed investment

funds for both small and large investors.

W ith more than $2 billion under management and advice. Glebe is the largest ethical

investment entity in Australia. Any profits from Glebe's management and advisory fees

contribute to Anglican Church ministry activities.

Our aim is to assist people with investment strategies; our approach is based on Christian

values of seeking the best for others, as well as the notion of stewardship.

W hether you require complex strategic advice or simple investment solutions Glebe can

help. Our product range is comprehensive and you can start with as little as $500.

NO Gambling
NO Armaments

HOW TO INVEST

Investing with Glebe is easy and convenient.

Call Glebe Investor Centre on

1800 636 134

( Freecall )

| during business hours.

Email us at investorcentre@ glebegroup.com.au

or visit our website at www.glebegroup.com.au

Glebe Asset Management Limited

ABN 62 071 444 463
Licensed Securities Dealer

Level 2, St. Andrew's House, Sydney Square, Sydney NSW 2000
\ Locked Bag 4800, Queen Victoria Building, NSW 1229

NO Tobacco
NO Alcohol

NO Pornography
NO Uranium Mining
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ur mission demands we
address the money taboo

Glebe is to launch a new financial product to help fund the new works the Diocese needs.

Ihe churchids/oftercaccosed
T of always talking about
money. | hope that accusa-
tion cannot be levelled at me!
However, this month | want to
address that taboo subject. Later,
I will mention anew financial prod-
uct to be launched by the Glebe
Administration Board. | am doing
so in the context of the Mission
we are engaged in to present the
saving gospel of Jesus Christ to
our Diocese and beyond, and
also in the knowledge that the
Bible has a lot to say about
money, and Christians’ use of the
resources God has given us.
The same God who states
through Moses, ‘remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who
gives you the ability to produce
wealth’, also instructs Christians
‘not to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain’ but ‘to be
generous and willing to share’.
| plan to write more about the
Mission in the coming months, as
we firm up our strategies. At this
stage, | want to indicate that there
will be a great need forusto act in
that spirit of generosity which
Paul commended to Timothy.
Ifwe are to see 10 per cent of
our community in Bible-based
churches within 10 years, then we
are talking about a huge growth
in numbers. That in turn means a
great rethink about how we are
functioning as a Diocese. It will
mean, for example, that we need
to plan for churches in popula-
tion growth areas. Itwill mean new

peter
jensen
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properties will need to be built,
new clergy and other ministry
workers will be required, and that
means additional costs of train-
ing, stipends and housing.

So how do we fund all ofthis?
Naturally, a lot will happen at the
parish level. All ofus will need to
continually re-examine our level
ofgiving to our own church. And
those parishes which are spe-
cially blessed in this regard will
need to look outside their own
boundaries and see how they can
help the spread of the gospel in
new or financially-struggling ar-
eas. It has been wonderfhl to see
this happening in the past - we
will be looking to have more of
this attitude in the future.

In the Diocese as a whole, we

are fortunate to have some in-
vestments through the Diocesan
endowment and other investment
portfolios. The interest on these
Is distributed through the Synod
to many worthwhile areas of

mission prayer

please use regularly

outreach. Those who manage
this part of our affairs are work-
ing hard to provide yet more
funds to support our ministries,
and our growth target.

As | said at the beginning of
this article, this month the Glebe
Administration Board will launch
a new product. | am convinced it
will help individuals and parishes
in their financial planning. But
more to the point, it will greatly
add to the resources available for
our Mission. Watch for more de-
tails in the weeks ahead. In the
meantime, | commend the Glebe
initiatives to you, on the grounds
that money used wisely equals
the opportunity of sharing the
good news of the Kingdom.

Clergy, churchwardens and parish
treasurers are invited to hear the
Archbishop speak more about these
plans and about Glebe’s new prod-
uct at a lunch at The Hilton, Sydney
on July 25. Phone 1800 636 134.

Our Gracious God, we pray that you will help us to
proclaim our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, so that
everyone around us will hear his call to repent, trust and
serve Christ in love, and be established in the fellowship of
his disciples while we await his return.

May we continue to pray, to depend on your Holy Spirit,

and to glorify you.
Amen.

ACTION, mPACT, CHANGE. ACTION, mPACT, CHANGE. ACTION, IMPACT, CHANGE

Jetice MitiaS

Nothing can erase from my mind the piles of
skulls and bones | saw at the national memorial
to the genocide in Kigali, the Rwandan capital. It
IS too easy to not let the horror penetrate one’s
soul, to not let oneself think of those remnants as
real people, mothers and fathers, brothers and
sisters. As Gary Haugen, a team member of the
UN genocide investigation team wrote in his
book, “Good News About Injustice”, (IVP
1999:29), “In truth, each body, now dull and limp
in the mud, wasactuallya unique bearer ofthe very
image of God, a unique creation of the divine
Maker, individually knit within a mothers womb
by the Lord of the universe...\We would never
number all the mother's children in these mass
graves, but their Father in heaven had numbered
the very hairs of their headsf

Their prematurely snuffed-out lives call out for
justice. In fact, there can be no reconciliation for
Rwanda without justice. For the psychological
and political health of the nation, the crimes
must be punished.

In 2002, now eight years after the genocide of
1994, the training has begun of almost 255,000
judges who will preside in Rwandas gacaca
courts. There are currently 120,000 males, or 5%
of the adult male population, accused of
genocidal crimes, in jail awaiting trial. The
gacaca system has been activated as a way to
unblock the logjam in the courts.

Gacaca is a form of popular or traditional justice
for those accused of involvement in the 194

ORAF NEWS is paid for by the community education budget of the Archbishop of Sydney s Overseas Relief and Aid Fund
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genocide. All but the highest category of genocide
crimes will be judged by these courts. A total of
781 gacaca instructors were trained between 4
February and 14 March 2002, all of them
magistrates or final year law students. The
trainees are known as “les integres’; as they were
chosen by their own communities as being
people with integrity. The official budget for the
gacaca system is about US $13 million. That may
seem a lot of money to deal with the past when
people need food now and economic solutions to
the daily grinding poverty. Nevertheless, if the
past isto be dealt with, the value of lost lives must
be acknowledged. This is indeed a small price for
nearly one million dead.

The God we worship and serve here in Australia,
Is tlie same God of the Rwandans who died. “Seek
justice” has always been his divine exhortation to
all his children. e can intercede by prayer for the
success of the gacaca process in Rwanda in 2002,

Kim Vanden Hengel, Program Manager
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Hometobe
found for next
generation

With Sydney Diocese hoping to
reach ten per cent of the popula-
tion within the next decade, one
aspect of the mission could be
easily overlooked: even iften per
cent of Sydneysiders are reached,
how exactly are our churches go-
ing to fit so many new people?

But the question of where to
put new churches, and how best
to use existing church property,
is being addressed by Sydney
Diocese with the appointment of
Hovel Hovhanesian as Diocesan
Property Manager.

Mr Hovhanesian worked as a
corporate builder for 22 years and
owned his own award-winning
company for 12 years. Due to the
turbulent nature of the building
industry, he decided to use his
expertise to ‘build for the King-
dom ofGod’.

As he sought an opportunity
to do this, he received a phone
call ‘out of the blue’ fiom staffin
the Diocese of Sydney, who had
heard about his skills and offered
him the new position.

With an Armenian Orthodox
background, currently attending
a Catholic Church, and now be-
ing employed by the Anglican
Church, Mr Hovhanesian brings
a diversity to the role matched by
the ever-changing city which he
monitors daily. By watching
trends and keeping in touch with
governments, councils and pri-
vate developers, he is able to pre-
dict where Sydney’s growing
population is likely to settle and
what sites will be needed for fu-
ture church plants. This work is
being consolidated into the Dio-
cese’s future strategic planning.

Mr Hovhanesian is also seek-
ing to assist parishes in the stra-
tegic use of their valuable prop-
erty resources, including
redevelopments.

The next five to ten years in
Sydney are expected to see rapid
growth, particularly in the north-
west and southwest areas. With
the government having released
large portions of land in these
areas already, Mr Hovhanesian is
anticipating more significant re-
leases in the near future.
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Feministtheologian to speak
In Newcastleand Sydn#

Feminist biblical scholar
Professor Phyllis Trible will
present the 2002 Morpeth
lecture ‘A Mosaic for
Miriam’ at the University of
Newcastle on July 26.

She will also be a major
speaker at the National An-
glican Conference to be
held at the University of
NSW in Sydney.

Presented by the Angli-
can Diocese of Newcastle,
publicity material for the
Morpeth Lecture says Pro-
fessor Trible ‘will uncover
fragments of Miriam’s story
in the Bible to show a dif-
ferent picture ofher from the
one given in the traditions
about Moses’.

“A feminist perspective
will guide the search for
Miriam and will show her
positive presence as a
prophet and poet, dancer
and disciple,” the publicity
material says.

Professor Trible is cur-
rently lecturer in Biblical
Studies at the Divinity
School of Wake Forest Uni-
versity, North Carolina and
Is best known for her two
books, God and the Rheto-
ric ofSexuality and Texts of
Terror - literary-feminist
readings of biblical narra-
tives.

In Texts of Terror, Pro-
fessor Trible looks at the

stories of Tamar, Hagar, an
unnamed concubine and
the daughter of Jephthah.
She claims these stories are
characterised by ‘the si-
lence, absence and opposi-
tion of God’ and this high-
lights ‘the misogyny of
Scripture’.

Theologians have ac-
knowledged Professor
Trible’s significant contri-
bution to ‘reading and lis-
tening to the Bible from a
female perspective’, how-
ever evangelical scholars
have raised concerns.

In a review of Trible’s
work published in Christi-
anity Today in 1999, John
Stackhouse wrote, “ Phyllis
Trible, it should be remem-
bered, is among the most
conservative  feminist
scholars.... [Yet] what
comes across again and
again in such liberal schol-
arship is an absence: the
absence of God as Author
of Scripture. Without the
unifying force of a single
authorial voice holding it
together, the Bible can in-
deed fall apart into a welter
of apparent contradictions
and scandals.”

Recently, Professor
Trible has written ofthe im-
portance of ‘retrieving the
Bible from those who would
thump or bash it.’

Plentyofvacandesfor
NationalAnglicanQ jnfeience

Plenty of places are still
available to the National
Anglican Conference at the
University of New South
Wales from July 19 to 23.

The eclectic speaking
platform includes evangelist
John Stott, feminist theolo-
gian Phyllis Trible, sociolo-
gist Hugh Mackay and Ol-
ympic medallist Shane
Gould.

John Stott will speak on
the significance of fellow-
ship in the Church.

Canon John L Peterson,
general secretary of the An-

glican Communion will de-
liver a major address about
relations with Muslims.

Conference Chairman,
Archbishop Harry Good-
hew said the workshops
were ‘a particularly strong
and exciting feature of this
conference’.

“Participants will have
the opportunity to work to-
gether on such matters as
initiatives for lay leadership
and finding creative ways
of resolving conflict, in the
community and local
church,” he said.

AUSTRALIANNew s

A tractor ready for planting at Moree in the Diocese of Armidale. (photo: AAP)

Sydneyresource excluded from litu1”™ CD

Sydney Diocese’s innova-
tive liturgical resource Sun-
day Services will be ex-
cluded fromthe “‘do-it-your-
self’ liturgical CD-ROM be-
ing designed for the Angli-
can Church of Australia, the
church’s top policy making
body has decided.

Late last year Southern
Cross reported that the pub-
lishers of the Sydney re-
source thought it would be
included inthe new LabOra
software package. LabOra
allows clergy to tailor

church services from ready-
made alternatives.

Meeting in Melbourne
last month, the General
Synod Standing Committee
not only decided against in-
cluding the Sydney re-
source but is waiting for ftir-
ther details before the ap-
pointed directors sign a con-
tract with the Scandanavian
designers of the software.

However, the Rev Dr
Charles Sherlock consultant
to the General Synod Litur-
gical Commission is sure the

initiative will proceed.

“It’s the ability to plan
that really has the Commis-
sion excited,” he said. “In
terms of resources, the first
edition will have the whole
of APBA integrated into the
readings and calendar for
2002 and 2003, as well asthe
full text of NRSV and NIV.”

“The program can add
anything you want, from
music scores to graphics.
But first, we need to estab-
lish a stable, reliable plat-
form for the essentials.”

Pray
for
rain!

The Anglican Church co-
ordinated people across
north and north-west NSW
for a day of prayer for rain
on June 13.

There has been no rain
for months and there are
fears that the multi-million
wheat crop will not even be
planted because of the con-
tinuing dry conditions.

The Anglican Bishop of
Armidale, Peter Brain, told
ABC Radio there is deep
concern in the farming com-
munity that time is quickly
running out to sow wheat.

N o firststrike

Australia’s Defence Minis-
ter, Robert Hill has been
criticised by the Anglican
Bishop of Grafton, Phillip
Huggins, for endorsing the
US Government’s ‘first
strike’ policy.

“So much is at risk
whilst nuclear and other
weapons exist,” he said.
“Now there is talk of start-
ing a war with Iraq.”

“Our world now needs
leaders with a passion to
stop wars, not start them,”
said Bishop Huggins.

Christians asked to repeat Olympic
home-hosting for Rugby World Cup

It may be over a year until
the Rugby World Cup
comes to our shores, but
Quest Australia is already
planning a major ministry
initiative that will rival the
efforts at Sydney 2000.
The Cup, regarded as
the world’s third largest
sporting event, will be held
across Australia over six
weeks in October and No-
vember 2003. The Final will
be played at Stadium Aus-
tralia on November 22.
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Warren Searles from
Quest said the ministry ob-
jectives would be similar to
those used in the success-
ful evangelistic efforts that
surrounded the 2000 Olym-
pics. However with several
cities in use, and teams and
fans traveling around the
country, Mr Searles said
that different tactics would
have to be used.

Quest has already
formed steering committees
to direct ministry efforts in

each of the three eastern
states, and will hold infor-
mation days aimed at mobi-
lising teams country-wide.

Among the Olympic
strategies that Quest hopes
to repeat is the Athletes’
Family Hosting Program,
where Christian families vol-
unteer to serve as billets for
families of competing ath-
letes. With the Australian
Rugby Union finally having
its plans in place after a long
delay, Mr Searles said

Pove rty
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Quest will start approach-
ing official organisers, ‘to
see how we as a Christian
community can best serve
the Rugby World Cup.’

The involvement of al-
most all of Australia’s major
cities would increase the
chances for gospel ministry,
Mr Searles said. “Post-Ol-
ympics, God has given us
another window of oppor-
tunity to have an impact
through sport in Australia,”
he said.
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Vote for gay unions could
split Anglican Communion

byG eoffRobson

ear, alarm and relief. Those

are the mixed emotions

being experienced by Bible-
believing churchgoers in
Canada’s New Westminster
Diocese, following their Synod’s
decision to Dbless same-sex
unions.

David Short, a native of Syd-
ney and rector of St John’s,
Shaughnessy - one of the larg-
est parishes in Canada, with over
1000 regular members - isamong
the many evangelicals who have
strongly opposed the motion
since itwas first proposed in 1998.
He describes the situation as ‘the
biggest thing to have happened
in the Anglican Church in Canada
for many, many years’, and says
the tension is having a palpable
effect on the life and faith of the
average member of his church
community.

“People are filled with fear
and alarm,” he said. “At the same
time, there’s a great sense of re-
lief among many in our parish.
They really want this to happen
- to let the Diocese do what it
wants to do - so they can get on
with the ministry of the gospel
that God has called us to.”

.But while emphasising the
focus on day-to-day ministry, Mr
Short says evangelicals are com-
mitted to playing a role in the fu-
ture of the Diocese. Dealing with
the issue has taken three to four
hours of his time every day for
the last month. “The whole thing
IS a massive distraction, but we
can’t just ignore it. We have to
make a stand,” he said.

Nine conservative parishes
opposing the motion have
grouped together under the name
‘the Anglican Communion in New
Westminster’, emphasising their
desire to remain part ofthe world-
wide Church. “Our view is that
we stand within the global Angli-
can Communion and we don’t
want to threaten that Commun-
ion,” Mr Short said. “We believe
our Diocese is the one that has
stepped away.”

During debate at last month’s
Synod, the Rev Ed Hird, a lead-
ing spokesman for the conserva-
tive group ‘Essentials’, read a let-

the reaction

“No one is being excluded from our fellowship.
We have not taken sides with one group in
our church against another.”

Michael Ingham, Bishop of New Westminster

‘What we need is alternative episcopal oversight, with the
recognition that our Bishop is out of communion with the
rest of Anglicanism butwe are not.”

David Short, rector of St John’s, Shaughnessy.

“l do not accept that homosexual
relationships can be treated on a par with
the man-woman ideal portrayed in Holy

Scripture.”

Dr George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury

ter from five current Primates and
two former Archbishops, includ-
ing former Sydney Archbishop
Harry Goodhew. The letter said a
positive vote in New Westmin-
ster “would be viewed not only
as a grave affront but will also
set in motion deliberations on
breaking communion” with many
parts of the Anglican Church.

When contacted by Southern
Cross, Bishop Ingham was on a
two-day clergy retreat and was
unavailable for comment. How-
gver, in a statement released after
the Synod’s decision, the Bishop
asked for ‘support from the wider
church’ as his Diocese seeks to
minister in the unique social con-
text of Canada. “We are an inclu-
sive church in a plural, peaceful
and tolerant society,” he said.
“We are not compromising the
Christian faith nor relativising its
moral teaching.”

Despite Bishop Ingham’s as-
surances that no sides had been
taken and ‘no one is being ex-
cluded from our fellowship’,
David Short claims that life for
evangelicals in New Westminster
has been made enormously diffi-
cult because of this issue.

“There’s been a tremendous
amount of bullying by our
Bishop,” he said. “He has threat-
ened to withdraw all our licenses.
The whole posture has been, ‘un-
less you come along with me and
allow me to push this proposal
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through, you are the problem and
you are the schismatics’. He has
made it extraordinarily difficult for
conservative clergy to come into
the Diocese.”

While conservatives have
petitioned the Archbishop of
Canterbury to provide them with
alternative episcopal oversight.
Bishop Ingham has offered an
‘episcopal visitor’, who would
provide pastoral care to parishes
but hold no other authority in the
Diocese. David Short says the
proposal is of little benefit. “The
episcopal visitor gives us noth-
ing we do not already have in ex-
change for allowing the Bishop
to do something illegal,
unscriptural and divisive,” he
said. “The visitor has no rights
other than coming and listening
to us. They cannot even confirm.

“What we need is alternative
episcopal oversight, with the rec-
ognition that our Bishop is out
of communion with the rest of
Anglicanism but we are not.”

But despite the importance of
the issue at hand, Mr Short said
the authority ofthe Bible remains
the real issue. “In the Anglican
Church of Canada, we have two
religions but one church. There
are two totally opposed ways of
regarding the authority of Scrip-
ture. That is the fundamental is-
sue. Homosexuality is not the is-
sue - itisasymptom ofa lack of
understanding of the Scriptures.”

wWORLDDriefs

UK press say Williams will be appointed the
next Archbishop of Canterbury

Is itarumour or well-placed leak? The Archbishop of Wales, Rowan
Williams, who was interviewed by Southern Cross last month, will
be appointed as the next Archbishop of Canterbury according to
The Times. The report said that a Church council had given the
British Prime Minister a short list of two candidates from which to
select the next leader of the Anglican Communion and the first

choice was Archbishop Williams.

US Baptist leader under fire for Islam views

The new president of the Southern Baptist Convention caused a
national fUrore when he defended a pastor’s characterisation of
Islam founder Mohammad as a ‘demon-possessed paedophile’.
However, the Rev Jack Graham, named last month to a one-year
term as the leader of America’s largest Protestant denomination,
later said Christians weren’t battling Islam. “Our enemy is Satan,
not any other religion,” MrGraham said. “Our issue in life is not
Mohammad or any other religious leader, it’s Jesus Christ.”

Sudanese bishop backs redeeming of slaves

While some parts of the media say the need for slave redemption in
Sudan is pure fiction, the Bishop of Wau, Henry Chuir Riak, claims
in a letter to the producer of US TV show 60 Minutes that the
program told lies about the actions of Christian Solidarity Interna-
tional (CSI) which redeemed slaves. In the heartfelt letter, full of
personal examples, the Bishop said that Sudanese Government
troops capture women and children during raids taking slaves after
killing the men and raping the women and girls.

Islamic terrorgroups threaten
stability ofAustralia’s region

In the same week that a bus-load
of Christians was bombed in In-
donesia’s Central Sulewesi prov-
ince, Singapore’s Senior Minis-
ter Lee Kwan Yew has said the
region’s greatest security threat
is extremist Islamic groups.

Mr Lee, speaking at aregional
security conference, said the
agenda of these groups is to
overthrow South-East Asian
governments and establish an
Islamic state across the region.

“Al-Qaeda-like groups in In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines and, hard to believe, also
in Singapore [plan] to overthrow
these governments and set up an
Islamic state,” he said.

Mr Lee said Indonesia was
particularly vulnerable. “What-
ever their personal beliefs, Indo-
nesian Muslim leaders now vie
for the support of militant Islamic
groups to garner votes in the
2004 Presidential elections. At
stake is the future of the new In-
donesia,” he said.

On June 6, a bus travelling
from Palu to Tentena, Central
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Bus that was bombed Kkilling
four Christians (photo AAP)

Sulawesi with about 45 Christians
on board was bombed killing four.
Dr Jeff Hammond, an Australian
missionary in Indonesia, reports
that one of the dead was a Pente-
costal pastor. A second bomb
under a seat at the front of the
bus failed to detonate.

Extremist Islamic group,
Laskar Jihad, boasts that 600 of
its fighters are still active in the
Poso region and Christians now
fear a repeat of the terror which
led to attacks on 21 Christian vil-
lages late last year.
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Ellel Ministries Australia
Limited, in conjunction with
Ellel Ministries International
(England), have successfully
bid for Gilbulla and contracts
have been exchanged. Gilbulla
will reopen for Ellel Ministries’
healing retreats, training cours-
es, conferences and schools
after September 2002,

The  Aboriginal name
Gilbulla means *“a pleasant
place of learning”. Originally
built as a private home in 1899,
for the Macarthur Onslow fam-
ily, it has for the last 53 years
been a much loved place for
family camps, church house-
parties, retreats and holidays
under the stewardship of the
Anglican church.

Ellel, meaning "All Hail",
referring to Jesus as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords, and it
is the name of a village in the
north of England, where Peter
Horrobin began the ministry in
1986. Each Ellel Centre pro-
vides a similar programme of
healing retreats, training cours-
es and schools, church visits
and teaching conferences.

Ellel Ministries is a bible
based group whose mission is
stated thus: *“In accordance with
the Great Commission of Jesus
and His calling to proclaim the
Kingdom of God by preaching
the good news, healing the bro-
ken-hearted and setting the cap-
tives free. We are therefore
committed to evangelism, heal-
ing, deliverance, discipleship

Mt the
directors

Peter Horrobin
Founder & Director of
Ellel Ministries International

and training.” Their basis of
faith is that God is a Trinity.
God the Father loves all people.
God the Son, Jesus Christ, is
Saviour, Healer, Lord and King.
God the Holy Spirit indwells
Christians and imparts the
dynamic power by which they
are enabled to continue Christ’s
ministry. The Bible is the
divinely inspired authority in
matters of faith, doctrine and
conduct, and the basis for their
teaching.

Gilbulla will be a centre
which serves all the peoples of

Australia and like all Ellel
Centres will have an inter-
national outlook, especially

towards the nations and indige-
nous peoples of the South Pacific
region. Ellel Australia will be
encouraging reconciliation with
indigenous Australians.

Jill Southern
Director,
Ellel Pierrepont

This

magnificent

THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Gilbulla to stay In Christian hands!

Ellel Ministries Austraiia purchasing Giibuiia. Bringing hope and healing to God’s peopie.

property is being

purchased by Eliei Ministries Austraiia. Eliei
IS a non-denominationai Christian mission
organisation with a vision to resource and
equip the church by weicoming people,
teaching them about the Kingdom of God
healing those in need. (Luke 9:11)

Pastor Peter Walker of the
Awustralian Indigenous Christian
Ministries will be working along
side Ellel. He says, "As an
indigenous person working in
social welfare, and as a chaplain
in Corrective Services, | am
aware of the problems facing
society. | am fully supportive of
the work of Ellel and see it as
beneficial in helping my people
and all Australians"

Other prominent Australian
healthcare professionals also
endorse Ellel’s ministry, such

Rev Paul Watson
Rector, Anglican Church
Drummoyne

as Dr John Ouw, Consultant
Psychiatrist, Melbourne, who
says “l have known Peter
Horrobin for six years, and
found the teaching balanced,
sound, and Christ-centred.
Many people are healed
through the ministry. | have no
hesitation in recommending
you to support this ministry in
Australia.”

Dr Ken Curry, National
Director of Health Care in
Christ, says “The teaching has
an intensely biblical founda-

Diane Watson

Dr Greg Foote

tion. It has a significant effect
in people’s lives and is applied
in ministry with real under-
standing of what is happening
in the spiritual realm.”

Gilbulla is located at
Menangle, about an hour's drive
south of Sydney. Set in 54
acres of grounds, are the his-
toric main house, conference
halls, modem motel-style
accommodation, chapel and
extensive recreational facihties.
If you want to be a part of keep-
ing it in Christian hands, you
may like to donate.

Gilbulla’s sale price is
$A1.9 million, and a deposit of
$A300,000 has already been
paid. A final payment of
$A1.6 million will be
required by the 30th of
September 2002, and pro-
jected refurbishment costs are
estimated at $A600,000.

EUel is inviting your prayer
and financial support. This is a
wonderful opportunity to par-
ticipate in bringing hope and
healing to those in need, and
providing training for Christian
leaders and counsellors through
the work of Ellel in Australia.

Subject to availability of
time in the Ellel diary, Gilbulla
will also be available for church
houseparties, Christian family
camps, conferences and
retreats. Bookings will be nec-
essary.

For more information, or to
make a donation, please fill in
the coupon below.

Pastor Paul Ryan

| want to be a part of the purchase of Gilbulla as a home for the ministry of Ellel in Australia.

0 | contribute an amount of: $

SURNAME.......cii e

Payment by:

Fax:.

Q Cheque payable to Efifel M inistries Australia Ltd

Qj Mastercard Q j Visa Q Bankcard Card Number

Expiry Date /

Post this form and your Donation to “Ellel Ministries Australia Ltd”.

JULY2002

Name on Card........

............................................... Signature:

Email:

01 Please send me more information

Ellel Ministries

AUSTRALIA

Tel: (02) 9411 4919 « Fax: (02) 9181 3917

PO Box 582 Gladesville NSW 2111

www.ellelministries.ora
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Letters
QuiCKfnail

What does the Bible say about Israel today?

Itwas with amazement that | read Dr Paul Barnett’s article
‘What Should We Make of Israel Today?’ Can someone
explain to me in simple language why the Holy Land can
“have no ongoing theological significance inthemselves™™?
As lunderstand my Bible, God gave the land to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob’s descendants, God is re-gathering His
chosen people, and does promise the return of our Lord to
the Mount of Olives. Or am | reading my Bible wrongly?

Kathleen Devine
N Port Macquarie”, NSW

Support for refugees waiting in camps

In regard to Dr Ford’s reported statement that, ‘after having
experienced conditions in the Curtin Centre Christians
should be making a stand against the government’s manda-
tory sentencing policy’ (SC, May), we must get our priori- ,
ties right. In March Southern Cross is the story of a Cambo-
dian girl who waited four years in a Thai refugee camp
before being granted a visa to Australia. These detainees
are illegal entrants into Australia, jumping the queue and
expecting to get visas atthe drop of a hat.

Harvey A Davidson
Gymea, NSW

Lest we forget St Peter’s, Mortdale

After the splendid opening celebrations of Christ Church,
Mortdale, it was extremely sad to read your articles which
were so inaccurate, albeit not intentionally (SC, June). St
Peter’s, Mortdale had a 100 year plus history of Christian
ministry as well as being the ‘mother’ church of many
surrounding parishes. It would be remiss not to mention the
outstanding ministries of Bill Siddens, Brian Dooley, and
Clive Harcourt Norton and many others whose legacy
ensured that St Peter’'s - the property on which Christ
Church Mortdale now stands - spread the gospel, was debt
free and held in trust for the Sydney Diocese. | had many
calls from ex-St Peter’s people pointing out the errors and
hope that in future you would give truth and honour to the
present congregations and those people who have gone to
their eternal rest committed to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Anne McGowan and friends of St Peter’s
Hurstville, NSW

Ed: The statement ‘the amalgamation of Holy Trinity, Peakhurst with
Christ Church, Mortdale’ should have read ‘the amalgamation of Holy
Trinity, Peakhurst with St Peter’s, Mortdale’. The new parish that was
formed from the amalgamation took the name Christ Church, Mortdale.
We apologise for any offence caused by this error.

SYDNEYdiary”

Fri, 19 July, 1.10pm-1.50pm BYO lunch: CMS City Mission-
ary Connection - Come and meet Julie Waddy. Level 1, St James’
Hall, 169-171 Phillip St, Sydney. Ph (02) 9267 3711

Fri, 26 July, 10.30am: CMS Friday Fellowship at CMS Build-
ing floor, (93 Bathurst St, Sydney). Speakers: Dick and
Michelle Ferguson.

Sat, 3 Aug: Prayer Book Day, St Paul’'s Burwood from 1lam:
Mattins, Holy Communion (Speaker: Mr Henry Speagle), Bas-
ket Lunch, Evensong. Allwelcome.

CLERGYthOVeS

The Rev Richard Andrew, rector, St Paul’s Wahroonga retired
1.7.02.

The Rev Stephen Bligh, honorary assistant minister.
Centennial Park to curate in charge. North Ryde 23.7.02

The Rev Noel Clarke, from rector. North Ryde to CMS - Nairobi,
Kenya 1.6.02.

The Rev Raymond Heslehurst, from rector Newtown to
Master, Richard Johnson College, University of Wollongong
6.4.02.

The Rev lan Mears, from CEFM to rector, Blackheath

The Rev David Reay, from rector, Belrose to rector, St Paul’s
Wahroonga 3.10.02.

The Rev Stephen Semenchuk, from rector, Woodville Road to
rector, Dapto 28.9.02.

Perry Wiles voluntarily relinquished Holy Orders 29.1.02.

The Rev John Woo0, curate in charge, Strathfield retiring
4.8.02.
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We need a schools strategy

It was with both interest and frus-
tration that | read the Archbish-
op’s thoughts regarding schools
as a key opportunity for reach-
ing the community with the mes-
sage of Jesus (SC, May).

The Archbishop mentions
the importance of maintaining a
Christian presence in state
schools. But have we stopped to
think how the proliferation of
Christian schools impacts on
this? With far fewer Christian
teachers, students and parents
involved in state schools, is it any
wonder that opportunities for the
gospel are diminished?

Talk about the importance of
reaching people in state schools
sounds hollow while Christians
continue to abandon them.

Has the church made a stra-
tegic blunder? Why are we clois-
tering our children (and Christian
teachers) in the relative safety of
Christian schools instead of en-
couraging them to be salt in their
local communities through par-
ticipation in state schools.

Ross Pendlebury
Dural, NSW

Congratulations Archbishop!
You ask why young people have
not made the transition into our
churches. Bullseye! May | offer
some observations?

Energetic youth may be tmly
converted in our schools but
they perceive ‘a vacuum of ad-
venture’ inside the thick walls of
our churches. Institutional barri-

LE'

S a public
A school
teacher, it

EROFTHEMONnNth

was a reliefto read that the Archbishop considers Scripture teach-
ing in public schools to be of importance. However, before we
debate the question of inflow from Scripture classes to our
churches, | think that there is more urgent issue to address.

In the part of Western Sydney where | teach, the question is
whether Scripture classes will survive. For a host of reasons vol-
unteers to teach Scripture are just not there.

What can our Diocese do to meet the needs of this vast mis-
sion field? How can we put trained people into these schools?

Listening to missionary Michael Palmer last year, | realised
that the school children in his part of Tanzania hear more about
the gospel than the children in my part of Sydney.

At my school, Christian members of staff have been able to
take three of the uncovered Scripture classes. But this is a strat-
egy of survival - not a vision for the future.

As the Archbishop wrote. Scripture teaching is indeed ‘an
immense privilege’. But the first question to answer is what are we
doing to respond to this immense privilege?

Greg Edwards
Mt Druitt, NSW

Letter of the month wins a Christian book of the editor’s choice. The
winning letter will contribute to debate about the Diocesan strategy.

ers are real. It’s hard to cross the
cultural gap into the ordered
world of your Christian church.
You can’t walk that road without
close friends to lead and protect
you. It’s always safer to walk in a
pack - especially ifyou’re ateen-
ager in aworld of image.

For a teenager to make it in
church there will be: tmsted peers
who are already there; parents
leading by example, or; special
adult mentors who work hard for
relationship with young people.

The bottom line is the adult

Anglican Youthworks has
alwaj”™ promoted evangelism

Perhaps some readers were given
a false impression by your article
which said the new CEO of
Youthworks wants the organisa-
tion to be ‘setting the agenda on
youth evangelism’ (SC, June).

Having formerly worked with
Anglican Youthworks for 18
years, | can say confidently that
Youthworks, and before it the
Board of Education and the An-
glican Youth Department, have
always been organisations that
promote the evangelising of
young people.

That is why Youthworks has
been so active in raising the qual-
ity of ministry to children and
youth, supporting and resourcing
parishes. In the last few years,
since Archbishop Harry Good-
hew’s vision for a 15 per cent in-
crease in children’s church mem-
bership, many churches have had
significant growth.

JULY 2002
EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES

phone (02) 9265 1518 or e-mail:

Youthworks led the charge,
having alerted the churches to the
urgent state of affairs outlined in
the report Growing up without
God, and by offering resources,
training and ideas. Through
Christian Education in schools,
Sunday Schools and youth
groups, outreach programs such
as kids’ clubs, camps and Youth
Surges, and with teachers and
leaders who are better equipped,
more children are comingto Christ
and are growing in Christ.

By the grace of God, with the
gifts of the new CEO and all who
serve through Youthworks, and
the commitment of the churches,
the evangelising and nurturing of
young people will continue, and
many will become part ofthe peo-
ple of God.

Cathy Hewett
Cremorne, NSW

evangelical church hasn’t yet
gotten it together with our
unchurched young people who
have responded to God. We’re
great at studying theology,
preaching evangelically, pro-
gramming efficiently ... but we
haven’t gotten it together
relationally. Most of us don’t
know how. Many are scared to
death of our youth. Too many
have more important things to do
than waste time on kids.

Philip Parker
Kangaroo Valley, NSW

New English
Bible a ‘luxury’

Regarding the kerfuffle over
which English Bible translation is
best (SC, June). | suggest we
spare a thought, prayer, and dol-
lar for the millions of people yet
to have any New Testament at all
in their mother tongue. The pre-
occupation with ‘bigger and bet-
ter’ English translations.is a luxury
of the western world.

Matthew Toulmin
Summer Hill, NSW

While there is merit in having dif-
ferent Bible translations for vari-
ous purposes, it is also important
we have atranslation like the Eng-
lish Standard Version which
strives to be accurate, does not
‘dumb down’ theology, maintains
the ambiguity of the text rather
than interpreting it and is under-
standable across all English-
speaking countries.

David Morrison
Springwood, NSW
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OPINION

A Royal Commission Is needed

If the Diocese of Sydney’s vision for outreach and growth is to be realised, the widespread and developing
community mistrust of ciergy and church workers must be pubiicly demonstrated to be unfounded.

1M margaret
rodgers

CROSScurrent

n official government en-
quiry into child sexual
abuse? When this was

initially suggested by Dr Phillip
Aspinall, the Archbishop of Bris-
bane, | was hesitant to approve
his suggestion. It seemed to me
that, given the difficulties that
churches have faced during the
year - even though no one is
above the law, including the
churches and their personnel - a
government enquiry might be-
come a matter of undue state in-
terference into church affairs.

As well as that. Royal Com-
missions can soon become
bogged down in painstaking de-
tail, and the publicity may be-
come a media witch-hunt with
strong McCarthyist overtones.

Yet, over the last weeks | have
swung to Dr Aspinall’s point of
view. The media frenzy around
Catholic Archbishop George Pell,
following the undisputed ‘am-
bush’ of him in a 60 Minutes in-
terview by Richard Carlton; the
constant inept interviews given
by Dr Peter Hollingworth, Dr Pell
and others; and the plethora of
inconsistency of detail that
emerges as journalists dig deeper
and victims speak out, convinces
me that a commission of enquiry
from outside the churches is des-
perately needed.

As charges are publicly attrib-
uted against bishops and others
in church leadership in the full

Archbishop of Brisbane, Philiip Aspinali, was stymied in his attempt to set up a church enquiry.

glare of media scrutiny, the lack
of public confidence in the
church as a whole and in indi-
vidual clergy and church work-
ers has rapidly developed.

The spread of the gospel and
Christian witness are steadily
being compromised. If the Arch-
bishop’s vision for outreach and
growth is to be realised, the wide-
spread and developing commu-
nity mistrust of clergy and church
workers must be publicly demon-
strated to be unfounded.

A government enquiry would
have powers that no church
based enquiry could ever exer-
cise. Participation could be com-
pelled from both alleged victims
and alleged perpetrators. Wit-
nesses could be indemnified and,
If necessary, protected. Files,
documents and personal papers
could be subpoenaed. If the com-

munity observed the enquiry pro-
ceeding with an impartial commis-
sioner there would be few
charges of cover-ups and ‘acting
to protect one’s friends’.

Archbishop Aspinall publicly
announced that he would hold an
enquiry into the diocesan admin-
istration of child sexual abuse
charges during Archbishop Pe-
ter Hollingworth’s episcopate.
However, he was stymied in his
attempt to set up an immediate
enquiry by his inability for a long
period to find an expert to head it
up. Sources close to him say that
his request was turned down by
a number of senior law profes-
sionals who felt they may be
comprised in their own legal pur-
suits and hindered by the lack of
indemnity in the enquiry.

Dr Aspinall said he wished to
appoint a strong chairman who

Scripture hampered by lack ofadiocese-wide plan

commissioned a report that

predicted major changes that
would impact on ministry to
school students. The predictions
were accurate and the report’s rec-
ommendations excellent, but a
failure of will meant the Diocese
dropped the ball miserably.

We must not repeat that fail-
ure in 2002. Today, the key issue
is the lack of a schools ministry
strategy co-ordinated at a re-
gional or diocesan level. Two
major problems result from this
lack of co-ordination.

Firstly, resources within the
Diocese are not placed where the
bulk of young people live. At
present, 50 per cent of high
schools have no SRE provision
whatsoever. Those that do are
mostly selective highs or schools
in higher socio-economic areas.

As the 2001 census data indi-
cates, there are huge concentra-
tions of young people afound
Blacktown, Campbelltown and
Liverpool. Indeed, most parishes
in the the west and southwest of
Sydney have nowhere near the
financial and human resources
needed to service the schools
within their boundaries. One par-
ish in Sydney’s west has respon-

I n 1964, Archbishop Gough
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sibility for five high schools alone.

There needs to be a diocesan-
wide strategy in place to help re-
distribute these resources, oth-
erwise we are restricting gospel
proclamation to the materially
advantaged.

Secondly, the lack of a co-
ordinated approach impacts on
the ability of individual parishes
to bridge the gap between SRE
and church-based ministry.

For example, Anglican Youth-
works provides the Christian
Education component for many
government schools through its
outdoor education camps. How-
ever, we have many examples of
youth impacted through this min-
istry, but when referred to their
local church, the church has been
ill-equipped and unprepared to
build on this connection.

Our diocesan policy is to
leave local parishes to develop
youth ministry in isolation. There-
fore it is not suprising that par-

ishes that have succeeded in in-
tegrating SRE contacts are in
well-resourced Bible-belt par-
ishes which can afford to pay a
full-time schools worker.

Yet in the Shoalhaven, an area
where the churches have a his-
tory of working together, every
one of the region’s 2,500 high
school students is provided with
a SRE lesson each week. This
costs the churches of the district
$215,000 a year for three full-time
and two half-time workers.

In Sydney, a ‘mission’ strat-
egy that involved the partnering
of wealthy and poorer parishes,
co-ordinated across regions,
could have a similar impact.

In 1964 the Diocese under-
stood the implications of the
HSC’s implemention. Many stu-
dents then finishing in Year 9 were
going to be retained until Year 12.

One option to address this
change involved harnessing a
Federal government offer to fund
new Anglican schools. Vested in-
terest blocked that idea. As a re-
sult, the Anglican Church never
caught up with the huge increase
in retention rates in state schools.

We must not fail again.

Dr Grant Maple is director of the An-
glican Education Commission.

would bring in well attested find-
ings and firm recommendations
that he could act upon in his own
administration of the Diocese of
Brisbane. Faced with his difficul-
ties in appointing his enquiry
chairman, he called on both the
Prime Minister and the Queens-
land Premier to set up a Royal
Commission. Both replied No’,
while at the same time stating
firmly that they abhorred the evil
of child sexual abuse.

Premier Beattie may have
been looking at possible costs
and future electoral conse-
quences of an enquiry into An-
glican church practice. The PM
would be aware of the cost of an
enquiry he couldn’t limit to
Queensland. But he would have
had another reason. If evidence
was found of inept episcopal
administrative practice by Dr

Hollingworth then this may cast
doubt on Mr Howard’s own
choice of Governor General.

Dr Aspinall said ifhe couldn’t
secure a federal or state enquiry
he would still proceed with his
own church enquiry. He has now
annouced it will go ahead to look
into the handling of past child sex
abuse cases. Pray for strength
and God’s grace upon him in the
choices ahead.

Pray for all our bishops, and
for the work of the two national
Church committees. The Sexual
Abuse Working Group, headed
by Justice David Bleby from Ad-
elaide that is ‘developing a range
of national proposals for victim
support, and procedures, proto-
cols and disciplinary measures for
all Anglicans engaged in minis-
try, lay and ordained’. Also the
Child Protection Committee,
headed by Mr Garth Blake, the
Advocate of Sydney Diocese.
That committee is ‘developing
preventative strategies, including
a Code of Ethics, education and
training programs and screening
procedures’. Pray too that all vic-
tims will find justice and healing.

We do still need a govern-
ment enquiry into child sexual
abuse. But not just into the
churches. Helen Last, a victims’
advocate working with both An-
glican and Catholic churches,
told John Gatfield in a Sky News
interview that she has also
worked, “with victims of psy-
chologists and social workers,
and teachers and other profes-
sionals who are involved in sexu-
ally abusing their clients”.

For the sake of our children,
and for former victims, we need a
government enquiry into all in-
stitutions in Australia that have
the duty of care of minors.
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MINISTRY matters

Church 1s not for ‘sinneis’ like me

Behindthestatisticsaboutchurch
declinearerealpeoplewho fed
rejected byour ‘dubs forthe saved’

byJdJeremyH alcrcav

Afterfiveyears ofgiving her heart
and soul in service to her church,
Zoe* stopped going. She wasjust
twenty years old.

A senior person in the church
exploited his power over her and
she ended up in what she calls a
Wwrong relationship > with him.

Wracked with guilt, she liter-
allyfied the country.

Her parents were not Chris-
tians and without wise guidance
within the church, she was Spir-
itually and emotionally isolated’.

“l never lost anyfaith but I
took myself off speaking terms
with God, *” she said.

he recent Australian Com-

munity Survey - a joint

project between Edith
Cowan University and the Na-
tional Church Life Survey - has
found that most Australians won’t
go to church because they find it
‘unfulfilling’. Some 42 per cent of
people gave this response.

But if you dig beneath the sta-
tistics, you will hear the stories of
people like Zoe who feel ‘discon-
nected’ from the church believing
it has nothing to say to help them
through their real life issues of
pain, sin, hurt and guilt.

For ten years, Zoe lived the
life of the average non-Christian,
all the while missing the fellow-
ship she once had. “lenjoyed the
delusion of freedom. But inside 1
was saying, ‘What about God?
There has to be more to life than
going to parties and having fim’.”

Indeed during that decade,
Zoe made attempts to return to
church. She knew ‘all the right
answers’ and was sometimes

quickly offered leadership posi-
tions in the church. This caused
her to back away and leave.

“I was so conscious of my sin
that | couldn’t trust myself to be
in a position of leading others.

“What struck me was | was in
church with a bunch ofwhite, mid-
dle-class people who acted is if
they never sin, and certainly never
commit adultery.”

In hindsight she now sees that
many evangelical congregations
do not want to ‘market’ them-
selves ‘as a bunch of sinners
saved by grace’.

“There is an emphasis on ap-
pearances and having the right an-
swers. Christians are afraid to ad-
mit they struggle because they will
be judged for not being perfect.
We even pray from a position of
superiority. We pray for non-
Christians rather than with them,
admitting we are all sinners who
need God’s forgiveness.”

A turning point came when
Zoe’s long-term de-facto relation-
ship ended. She felt very alone
and completely powerless.

“On the surface we were the
ideal double-income no kids rela-
tionship. Very materialistic but
very empty. We were dealing with
all this stuff that | hadn’t really
resolved.”

Soon after she was invited to
church and had a big ‘re-conver-
sion’ experience. She had ‘astrong
sense of being utterly forgiven’.

Zoe began seeing a Christian
counsellor who encouraged her to
go to church regularly. She now
attends a church in Sydney which
Is ‘a real community’ not just
‘where people come to hear atalk’.

“There, | get the sense we
have all suffered from the conse-

Why | don’t go to church

VOX pops recorded in Sydney city

Tony (above) said he never
goes to church because he
istoo busy. “The hours |work
- weekends are the only time
I have off.”

quences of sin. The preachers
share about problems in their
lives and there is a real sense that
we are in it together sitting under
the Word of God.”

Zoe says she no longer sees
church ‘from a consumer point of
view’. “Going to church is not al-
ways going to be fun and is some-
times a struggle. But church is not
about the experience. Like any
other relationship worth having |
want to persevere with my rela-
tionship with God.”

“My non-Christian friends
sometimes ask why | need the
crutch of church-going. | tell
them, ‘When your leg’s broken
you need a crutch’. I look at them
and their abuse of alcohol and
drugs and think, ‘At least my
crutch won’tkill me’.”

* Name has been changed

Janice doesn’t go to church
because she believes ‘every-
one’s temple is in the heart’.

“l think the religions and
the churches are trying too
hard to do things that are not
necessary. What's necessary
is for people to be kind. You
don’t need to go to church to
learn that.

“A belief in basic human
kindness - does that go
against Jesus or does that go
against Mohammed? That
doesn’t go against any
religion. That is the religion for
now and for the future.
Churches have nothing to do
with it. That’s my opinion.”

Shafayet has been to
church a few times, mainly
with family. “It depends if |
get time with my family. If
they are planning to go, then
I will go. I have never been
by myself. | went with my
friend when they had some
special service.”

Rachelle said she goes to
a church once every couple of
months, but explained she
often feels ‘intimidated’ by
church services.

“When | go to church it's
never when services are on. |
go there for my own self, to
sitthere and have a private
prayer. | think that’s because
i's more anonymous or |
don’tfeel pressured.

“I haven’t been to a service
for a while. | should go to one
soon.”

She said she would be
more likely to go to a Sunday
service, “If itwasn’t so early in
the morning on a Sunday.”

We can make church more relevant and fulfilling

A report on why Australians don’t attend church indicates that church leaders should be helping to build genuine,
loving fellowships and preaching ‘life-changing sermons’ that relate to people’s work and family circumstances.

here are many reasons why
I people don’t go to church.
That is why the Australian
Community Survey’s report on
‘Why people don’t attend church’
is so helpfiil. It makes church lead-
ers aware of the complexity ofthe
problem.

The most instructive finding
of the survey is that new contem-
porary approaches to worship
may help church attendance, but
only up to a point. Inthe end mak-
ing church services more ‘attrac-
tive’ does not address the core
problem - unbelief

The raw data processed by
the researchers gives us an ink-
ling into two key sets of problems.

Firstly, clergy need to do more
to make their churches less alien-
ating. We must not dismiss the
finding that some 42 per cent of
Australians won’t attend church
because worship services are ‘bor-
ing or unfulfilling’.

Whether such a view is based
on fair evidence is beside the
point - this is the average Aus-
tralian’s perception of church.

10 Southern Cross
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And it will be ablock tothem hear-
ing the gospel if it is not ad-
dressed.

Let’s be honest. Many regu-
lars are embarrassed by what goes
on in their church; therefore, in-
viting someone is rarely on their
agenda. Church would be both
interesting and fulfilling if clergy
made life-changing preaching the
priority. People long to hear some-
one explain to them how they
should live in their family, at work,
with themselves. We need to
ground theology in people’s lives.

Likewise, because our preach-
ing places an emphasis on per-

sonal faith, we clergy often fail to
cultivate a sense of community. A
high view of the individual - and
low view of the corporate - culti-
vates an ambivalent attitude to
Christian fellowship.

This leads to a second set of
issues that relate to what lay peo-
ple are doing.

There is a good chance out-
siders will attend if someone
would only ask them to come
along and then bring them. The
survey has found that current re-
lationships are strongly related to
church involvement. Whether a
person went to church as a child
is not as strongly linked to their
church attendance as whether
they have friends today who do.
Indeed, most non-attenders (60
per cent) say they have no close
friends who are church attenders.

The flip side is that the close
friends of church attenders tend
to be church attenders. | wonder
if this is a sign that we Christians
are not prepared to leave our com-
fort zones to befriend non-Chris-
tians. Comfortable churches with

strong friendship cliques tend not
to grow - despite their internal
rhetoric to the contrary. We
should note the warning signs
when we respond to pleas to in-
vite non-Christians by thinking,
“But I like my small, loving church
(or home group).”

he report assumes that if we
I understand why people
don’t go to church and ad-
dress their perceived concerns,
they will then flock to a church.
That is not necessarily true. If |
was asked, ‘Why do you not at-
tend a Rotary club?’ and ifall my
issues were addressed, then it is
drawing a pretty long bow to as-
sume that | would suddenly be
compelled to attend! You would
be assuming that deep down | re-
ally want to attend a Rotary club
but there are issues that are pre-
venting me.

It would have been much more
helpful for the researchers to com-
pare and contrast this survey re-
sult with a survey of new Chris-
tians asking ‘Why do you, who

did not go to church, now attend?’

Nevertheless, what the survey
makes clear is that ultimately the
reason people don’t go to church
is because they don’t believe in
Christ. For example, only 26 per
cent of non-attenders - as op-
posed to 80 per cent of church-
goers - believe that Jesus’ resur-
rection was an actual historical
event. Similarly, non-attenders are
more likely to believe that differ-
ent religions are simply versions
of the same truth.

On their own, any ‘un-boring’
ideas for church - from adopting
loud rock-n-roll to interactive arts
- can only reinforce the subjec-
tive faith most Aussies already
have. So why would they sud-
denly want to attend?

The greatest problem with any
such approach is that it does not
address the major problem all men
and women face - their eternal
standing before God who will
send Jesus soon to judge and
save.

The Rev Zac Veron is rector of St
James’, Carlton.
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We must care for those on the fringe of church life

“lrealised thatbeing an Anglican
wasn’tthe importantbit, itwas
being a Christianthat mattered”

Stuart

robinson

GAMEoOlan

or seventeen years Craig

Segaert exported commer-

cial glass for high rise build-
ings to major world centres. In
1989 Craig was living in Brussels,
Belgium. He was invited to attend
a new English-speaking church
St Paul’s, Tervuren (www.
stpaulstervuren.comi in a suburb
of Brussels. It was here that Craig
‘reconnected with the faith of
[his] childhood and came to un-
derstand that trust in Jesus is rel-
evant to everyday living’.

Craig hadn’t been going to
church regularly because of a
heavy work schedule. He knew
about Jesus but didn’t relate to
him. Any ffee-time was used to
keep physically fit, especially
through his interest in rowing.

However, at St Paul’s in Brus-
sels he discovered ‘a heart-felt
faith in Christ’ that became the
priority in his life. He found out
that it was still possible to pur-
sue business, but within a differ-
ent framework.

In time Craig became con-
victed that he should give up his
career and go into full-time min-
istry. When he was told there was
a world-class theological college
in Sydney, it seemed logical to re-
turn to his home-town.

Craig’s own story dramatically
demonstrates the importance of
ministry to those people with his-

transferable principles

1 Use of Christmas and Easter services to connect
with infrequent church attenders.

1 A clear integrated statement of Mission.

1 Discipling through small groups.

1 Goals which are realistic, measurable, ‘owned’ and

celebrated (when reached).

torical ties to our churches.There
are many people who go to
church infrequently, sometimes
because they simply cannot see
the relevance of church-going to
their life. The head knowledge
about God and Jesus which they
gained at Sunday School has not
been allowed to connect with
their day-to-day lives.

Often when we talk of ‘suc-
cessful’ ministry we think only in
terms of ‘reaching the unchurch-
ed’. But many newcomers to our
churches are not new ‘converts’
in the traditional sense, but peo-
ple who have returned to church
after a long period of non-attend-
ance or infrequent church-going.

This raises many interesting
questions about ministry strat-
egy. In trying new ways to do
ministry, it is important that we
don’t simply target the ‘un-
churched’. Sometimes it may be
better to try new ministries or to
alter our church services so we
are connecting better with those
people already on our door-steps.
As the story of Karen Hoskin [in
box] demonstrates, Easter and
Christmas services are often a
good place to start.

These are issues that Craig is
now thinking through. After three
years’ study at Moore College
(and marriage to Annie in Paris),
Craig was invited to pastor the

Focusingon Whypeopledon’t
go to church’canbeunhelpful

hy People Dont Go to
Church draws from the
1998 Australian Com-

munity Survey (ACS), in an at-

tempt to determine, well, why
people don’t go to church.

The report is typical of those
released by the National Church
Life Survey, with its mix of re-
search and analysis. However,
this one was disappointing. Per-
haps the results of these surveys
are becoming predictable, or it
might be that | don’t really like
the premise of this report.

Why do we keep asking,
‘Why don’t people go to church?’
The Christian mission is not to
fill churches, but to make disci-
ples of Jesus. There is a real dan-
ger that by focusing on this ques-
tion we will simply set out to rec-
reate the nominalism ofthe 1950s.

A key factor in church decline
- especially the reason why
‘regular’ members attend church
every second week - is not so-
ciological but theological.
Churches often proclaim a highly
individualistic gospel that treats
the church as an afterthought. If
the gospel is only about”getting
me a ticket to heaven, why would
| bother spending Sunday with
people at church with whom |
have little in common?

The Bible rejects the assump-
tion behind this report that the
church exists to meet each
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attender’s needs. Christians meet
together because they are the
family of God’s people, called by
Jesus to live in love and service
of each other. Ifthis becomes our
motivation for meeting then it will
help clarify two unhelfpul trends.

Firstly, we see that the trend
among evangelicals to constantly
‘dumb down’ church services to
make them more attractive to out-
siders misses the real point. Ulti-
mately, we are left with superfi-
cial meetings which fail to build
the quality of discipleship that
Jesus demands.

Likewise, liberal attempts to
water down biblical teaching to
make church more ‘attractive’ to
non-believers is a hopeless strat-
egy. Non-Christians will not be
compelled to attend church if we
teach doctrine and morality ‘ac-
ceptable’ to the average agnos-
tic Australian.

Asking the question ‘Why
don’t people go to church?’ will
not help us discover the church
of the fiiture.

The Rev Craig Segaert

congregation of St Nicolas’,
Coogee. In God’s good grace and
under Craig’s leadership, St
Nicolas’ is getting better at bring-
ing Christ to the community. “But
we still have a long way to go,”
says Craig.

SR; Craig, you were a ‘re-entry’
to church going. In your experi-
ence, what ministry issues need
to be addressed for someone who
hasn’t be going to church regu-
larly since childhood?

CS: For me it is a practical issue.
How can we effectively make
contact with a potential ‘re-en-
trant’? The answer seems to be
by enabling existing members to
invite these people - who they
already know - to church activi-

my story

aren Hoskin works in the
field of neuroscience at
UNSW and is currently

writing up her PhD thesis on the

Pathophysiology of Migraine
Headaches .

She was raised as a ‘church-
goer’ inan Anglican environment;
she was baptised,went to Sunday
school, chapel, confirmation and
was married in an Anglican
church. Yet, Karen concedes that,
‘from the time 1 left school until
December 20011did not regularly
attend church’.

“It was through the teaching
at St Nicolas’, Coogee that I be-
gan to understand what being a
Christian meant,” she said. “This
year, Easter was a special time for
me. During the outreach sermon
my thoughts and feelings finally
came together and | was com-
pelled to pray the prayer accept-
ing Christ as Lord over my life.”

Karen’s growing faith has
been shaped by the small group
ministry at St Nicolas’.

“The most important contrib-
uting factor to my becoming a

ties where they can witness to
them about the love of God in
Christ.

SR: How is St Nicholas’ trying
to connect with people on the
fringe of its church life?

CS: We have tried to think later-
ally about Christmas and Easter.
Our Easter Day dawn service on

Karen Hoskin: the most
important factor in her
becoming a Christian has been
a smaii discipieship group.

Christian - and helping me grow
in my knowledge of Christ - has
been through my SALT (Sharing
and Living Together) group. It is
here that my questions have been
addressed and taken seriously.”
“Jesus has now assumed a
central place inmy life. | take time
to talk with him and listen to what
he has to say. I try to live in away
that is in accordance with his
teaching. | am still abeginnerand
accept | have a lot to learn.”

Coogee Beach is not only a fan-
tastic way for the faithful to cel-
ebrate the resurrection but it is
easy for them to invite their
friends along. In the last two
years, thé kids’ play on Christ-
mas Eve has drawn around 80
people, most ofwhom have never
come to church before.
continued page 17

Thefuture looks good..

With 43 years of experience, Anglican

Retirement Villages continues to

provide the community with quality

retirement accommodation and

a

services, catering for all levels of care.

* Independent living, high and low level assisted care

Community Care packages
New developments planned for the Sutherland Shire

Villas under construction at Castle Hill

Development at Forestville now complete

For information about the retirement living options and

accommodation available to you in any of our 22 Villages

across Sydney

Phone; 9634 5500

or visit our website www.arv.org.au
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'‘Creating Communities of Christian Care'
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How to be jx>litically correct

Despite publicperceptions,
politiciansarenotallthesame In
fact, privately, Christianity has
made asignificantimpacton
Australian politics in recentyears.

KARIN SOWADA argues that Christians
shouid not be cynicai about politics, but
must see the Church has a vital role to play

he outrage from sections of

the community when John

Howard appointed an
Archbishop as Governor-Gen-
eral, signalled an important shift
in attitudes to the role of the
church in public life. Adverse
public comment following Dr
Hollingworth’s appointment
sought to emphasise the tradi-
tional divide between church and
state, even though there is no
Constitutional barrier to a clergy-
man being Governor-General. If
this argument was drawn to its

logical conclusion, any Austral-
ian citizen was potentially eligi-
ble, as long as they were not or-
dained ministers.

The furore opened up wider
questions of defining a role for
the church in Australian political
life. As the church moves into the
new millennium, it has cause for
reflection on many issues. Fall-
ing numbers in the pews has
placed pressure on the institution
to examine its practices, and, in
the eyes of the community, even
the very relevance of its message.

Internal scandals and sexual
abuse have undermined public
confidence in the authority ofthe
church. In a climate of increasing
relativism the role of the church

‘The Anglican Church of Australia
National Anglican Conference

Helping Anglicans grow new and creative forms ofcommunity

POST MODERN WORLD

i
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fcoUn Buchanan in
Sydney Square on
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N at 1730pm
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David Qitari
(Archbishop of Kenya)
with
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is now greatly marginalised in the
lives of many Australians, despite
the fact that a majority of Aus-
tralians still believe in God.

The 1999 Australian Parlia-
mentary Fellow, Dr Marian Mad-
dox, recently published an impor-
tant study. InFor God and Coun-
try: Religious Dynamics in Aus-
tralian Federal Politics, she
concluded that religion has had
both a public and significant pri-
vate impact on the political proc-
ess in recent years, an impact that
has often gone unnoticed by the
media and other observers.

Despite the apparent margin-
alisation of the church from the
public sphere, there is still a vital
role for organised religion in po-
litical life. The church must con-
tinue to use and indeed build on
recent gains to hold governments
to account when defending the
poor, the stateless and the disad-
vantaged. This is a solemn re-
sponsibility that has a solid bib-
lical basis.

The biblical basis of
government

he Bible expresses a con-

sistent view about the na-

ture and role of govern-
ment. However, in both the Old
and New Testaments, the people
of God lived under, and partici-
pated in, a variety of arrange-
ments. One common theme in the
Bible is that the exercise ofpower
involves service. This includes an
exhortation for mlers to speak up
for the rights ofall who are desti-
tute, to judge fairly and defend
the rights of the poor and needy,
according to the book of Prov-
erbs 31:4-9. Justice and care for
the needy is at the centre of good
government, according to the
book of Amos and Psalm 72. In
Psalm 45:4, the mler is called to
ride forth victoriously on behalf
of truth, humility and righteous-
ness.

If one looks at passages that
talk about mlers, there is no par-
ticular blueprint outlined for a
given governing system. There
is no model constitution, and cer-
tainly no particular support for

the notion of democracy, al-
though the concept was well de-
veloped by the time of the New
Testament. Indeed, it is impossi-
ble to find a basis to support one
system of government over an-
other anywhere in the Bible.

It can be argued that demo-
cratic systems of government are
the most desirable from a Chris-
tian point of view, as they gener-
ally allow people wide religious
freedoms, including the ability to
openly and freely proclaim the
gospel without fear of sanctions
or death. But equally, as Chris-
tians, how would we feel about a
system of government where
there was no parliament, no free
elections, but where the country
was mied by a godly Christian
monarch, the champion of tmth,
serving the people with Christ-
like humility, mling justly and
dedicated to obeying God?

While the Bible is silent on
the appropriateness of particular
types of governing systems, it
has a lot to say about the nature
of government and how the au-
thorities should mle us. In the
Old Testament, God was pleased
with mlers who upheld his laws
and had them written on their
hearts. Those who abandoned
God were judged harshly by him.

But to what extent is the let-
ter of the law of Moses applica-
ble to the mlers of today, living
in the time ofthe New Covenant?
The Apostle Paul said that we are
not under the law, but under
grace. In applying this to govern-
ment today, | believe the nature
ofgood government, under what-
ever particular system, is rooted
in the very character of God. God
is fundamentally a God of order
and peace, stability, fairness,
compassion, mercy and justice -
and the list could go on.

These qualities are the bibli-
cal qualities of good leadership.
We should support systems of
leaders who embody these val-
ues. We should support systems
of government prepared to iden-
tify right and wrong, upholding
those who do good and

continued on page 13
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w ho says religion Is a private matter?

Australia’swdferesafetynetwould collapsewithoutthe massive contribution o f Christians.
Anglicaretin binsarejustone smallexample and theyfeed 250 Sydneyfamiliesaweek

the facts

Anglicare NSW members
investaround $48.5m a
yearto help over
400,000 Australians
within the Sydney
Diocese.

Despite the myth that aid
is utilised by a small
number of repeat visitors,
40% offamiliess who
seek Anglicare's
assistance do so for the
first time.

throughout the Sydney

Diocese, Anglicare Tin
bins are a familiar feature.
Many Christians regularly
place tins of non-perishable
food in the bins to reach out
to the needy in the commu-
nity.

Ultimately, the food will
be used in Anglicare’s emer-
gency reliefcentres and will
supply families and indi-
viduals suffering from fi-
nancial hardship with a hot

I n Anglican churches

Brett Steinwede donates
tins of food at Greenacre
Anglican Church.

meal for the night. Staffand
volunteers working in the
emergency relief program
assess each person’s indi-
vidual situation, to deter-
mine the type and level of
support required.

Before the food reaches
those in need it takes an
important journey. Once a
church’s Tin Bin bag is full,
it is bundled and placed in
the Good Samaritan Bins on
each church property. They
are collected weekly and
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Chris Mulholland, an
Anglicare driver, picks up
the tins from the church.

taken to Anglicare’s Sum-
mer Hill depot, where they
are sorted and packed for
distribution to Anglicare’s
six welfare centres across
the Diocese.

Each donation of food
Is vital. The food is sorted
into categories of meat and
fish, fruit and vegetables,
pasta and rice, biscuits and
sweets and beverages, and
each welfare centre is allo-
cated bags of food accord-
ing to demand.

Chris drops off the tins to
David Wilson at Angli-
care’s Summer Hill depot.

Food is made into ham-
pers that are put together
at each centre to provide in-
dividual families with abal-
anced diet for a week.
Anglicare’s welfare staff
provide nutritious food to
offer families good exam-
ples of low-cost healthy
eating. Most of these fami-
lies require emergency food
during a crisis, such as ill
health, or retrenchment.

During the colder
months, low-income fami-

David sorts the food into
packages to send to
Anglicare relief centres.

hes experience greater finan-
cial strain than at any other
time. Food and utility bills
rise and children need
warmer clothes. This winter,
Anglicare has been forced
to purchase food due to a
drop in donations and an in-
crease in demand, stretch-
ing funds to the limit.
Parish giving makes up
the vast majority of
Anglicare’s food supplies
and the Your Money or Your
Can Appeal is an opportu-

At Campbelltown, Wendy
Estell selects food for a
family who asked for help.

nity for Anglicans to help.
The annual food drive
raises the majority of re-
sources required for emer-
gency relief during winter.
In 2001 the campaign raised
over $50,000 in food dona-
tions.

This winter Angiicare needs
40,000 cans to meet the needs
of families and is encourag-
ing parishes to give gener-
ously by donating a can offood
or $2. To get your church in-
volved call 9895 8061.

ing those who do evil, without
fear or favour. We should sup-
port systems that promotejustice,
fairness and compassion in all its
forms, in addition to defending a
free environment for proclama-
tion ofthe gospel of Jesus Christ.

The marginalisation
of the Church’s voice

e church in Australia op-
erates in a multi-faith, plu-
ralistic society. Our Consti-

tution is based on the Western
democratic tradition of the sepa-
ration of Church and State.

As the church operates in a
climate where religion has been
relegated to the private sphere,
publicly claiming to have the
truth is a very unpopular thing
nowadays. This flies in the face
ofcommunity views oftolerance,
acceptance of other people’s
views and the right of people to
believe and do what they like pro-
vided ‘it doesn’t hurt anyone’.
This is the classic position of

Support for
sexual abuse survivors

secular humanism.

The marginalisation of the
church in public debate has fol-
lowed this notion of religion as a
private matter and the increasing
secularisation of the community.
To infuse conversation or debate
with a religious underpinning or
rationale is somehow seen as
anti-intellectual or narrow-
minded. The views of the church
are often quickly dismissed pub-
licly by media commentators and
privately by the political elite. In
many debates the voice and moral
authority of the church is swept
aside as being irrelevant in a plu-
ralistic, multicultural Australia.
The privatisation of religion has
resulted in many legislators
choosing to ignore questions of
personal and public morality as
belonging to the realm of ‘re-
sponsible adult decision-mak-
ing’. This is particularly evident
when the church involves itself
in so-called ‘moral questions’
such as public policy on censor-
ship, homosexual rights, repro-
ductive technologies, family

policy and other similar areas.
These are questions on which the
church has a great deal to say and
yet often has the least voice.

To help re-claim its influence,
the church needs to get its own
house in order. Claims of sexual
abuse by the clergy in a number
of denominations, attempts to
cover up and protect the perpe-
trators, re-instatement or toler-
ance of adulterous or practising
gay clergy and a failure to quickly
implement open and transparent
management practices has dimin-
ished the church’s authority to
speak on anumber of moral ques-
tions. There is a community per-
ception that the church has been
slow to act, is protecting its own
back, and thus sometimes speaks
with a double standard.

Across the denominations or
within the church, there is little
unanimity over what position to
adopt on some questions. On the
question of stem cell research on
human embryos, the Primate out-
lined a view that can be inter-
preted as actually allowing lim-

Sydney Movement for the

ited destructive research on em-
bryos. Many sections of the An-
glican Church disagree with the
Primate and are in the process of
directly voicing their concerns to
legislators and bureaucrats. In
the face of such disagreement,
what is the community to consider
the church believes?

Itis hard to see how a number
ofviews can be reconciled, given
that on some issues, differences
stem from fundamentally differ-
ent approaches to the Bible.
However, there is always room for
discussion, debate and a greater
degree of ecumenism where
greater agreement can be reached
than we have seen to date. A sin-
gle, loud voice from the churches
is far more persuasive in the po-
litical arena than a gaggle of dif-
fering churchmen who cannot
find any common ground.

A good illustration of where
cooperation can work was the
euthanasia debate in support of
the Andrews Bill in 1996. A coali-
tion of forces, embracing
churches, other religions such as

School of

Muslims and Jews, disability
groups, aged care organisations
and other interested parties,
helped create a large and persua-
sive campaign to stamp out fledg-
ing euthanasia laws in the North-
ern Territory. From the church’s
perspective, the combined
weight of organised religion, not
only fi*om the Christian side but
fi-om other traditions, created one
of the most powerful religious
coalitions seen in recent years.

The role of churches
in social policy debate

hurches in Australia have

been engaged in the pub-

lic policy debate for some
time, often much to the chagrin
ofthose in office. The church has
a more powerful voice inaclimate
where governments have increas-
ingly devolved responsibility for
the delivery of social welfare to
non-govemment organisations,
including church groups. Indeed,
it can be argued that in

continued on page 15

TAAMAR is starting a support group
for mothers whose children have
been sexually abused (recently or
in the past) and for adult survivors
of sexual abuse. Contact Faye
9636 7937 or Ruth 9559 3048.

| S ra, persondised

Ordination of Women

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

3rd August, 2002
St Andrew's Chapter House
2.00pm

Guest Speaker:
Reverend Erica Mathieson

V
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|  Wedding and former rector of Eltham, Victoria
-1X  Baptism Sy A A A "One Woman's Journey in Ministry"
T oo candles Enquiries: 9949-4561
' ‘ e intermet Or email: sydney mow@hotmail.com
wWw.auscandles.com Or Misit our_Website:
www.mow. faithweb.com
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oh/fdx (07) 4153 1637

JULY 2002

ALL WELCOME

T heology

Charles Sturt University and St Mark’s Mational Theoiogicai
Centre in Canberra have established a School of Theology.
This partnership, enables theology to be offered by distance
education throughout Australia.

To find out what courses are
available visit our web site:
wwrw.csu.ed u.auMtudentAheelogy
or phone 1800 334 733.
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The light way for Christian parents to raise their children

Suzie’s family and Emma’s family had very different ideas about child
raising and education. The outcomes for the girls proved very telling.

Luke Jessop-Smith and his children, who starin Anglican Media’s
documentary for parents ~lled ‘In our Family’, attended a
promotion ofthe series at St GSorge Christian Schooi’s Mothers’
Day Fete. Producer Robyn Poive// spoke to parents about the
series, which gives a Christian perspective on parenting and
currently screens on the Seven Network on Sundays at 6:30am.
St George Christian Schooiis pianning to run parenting seminars
that include material from the Anglican Media TV series. Videos
of the series can be purchased from CEP on (02) 8268 3309.

Qi cyen

Professor/Tremper Longman Il

at the

Presbyterian Theological Centre
TTjShaftesbury Road, Burwood, NSW

JA/Mnesday 21st August 2002 af 7.30pm

"Reading the Song of Songs As Ancient Love
J-yrics and as the Word of God"

Supper provided

the developing world, church leaders struggle
to bring the message of hope and salvation to
their people.

‘Tools are needed to reap the harvest. The Archbishop of
Sydneys Overseas Ministry Fund (AOMF) is in partnershipfor
the Kingdom with Anglican dioceses in the developing world.
It provides theological training and practical support so that
local leaders can be better equipped to spread the gospel.

Please support AOMF and its Kingdom
partnership. Every donation helps*

Peter F Jensen
Archbishop ofSydney

THE ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY'S

OVERSEAS MINISTRY FUND

PO Box 1416 Parramatta NSW 2124
www.archbishopsappeals.asn.au

S 1= 1800 653 903

DONATIONS ARE NON-TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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uzie and Emma* were very
different girls from two dif-
erent Christian families.

Both families were committed
to their daughter’s welfare, edu-
cation, and protection. But they
had different principles about
child raising and education.

Suzie’s family saw her school-
ing as an opportunity to experi-
ence the world as a Christian.
They sent her to the local school
where she would meet all sorts of
fellow students - and could make
a real attempt to share her faith in
Jesus with others.

Emma’s family had no choice
except to send her to the local
school. But they were concerned
to protect her from the atheistic
and immoral influences of the
school. She was not encouraged
to be involved in extracurricular
activities and was not allowed to
participate in the social life ofthe
other students.

Suzie’s family was committed
to teaching their daughter to be a
missionary in the world. Emma’s
family was equally committed to
the principle of protecting their
daughter from worldliness.

phiilip
jensen

PEOWPLEMa atter

Sad to say, both girls suffered
from their parents’ principles.

Suzie was no missionary. A
timid girl who sought approval
from others, she found the con-
flict between her parents’ desires
for the school and her desire to
be accepted by her peers over-
whelming. She hated school and
was frequently absent with the
kind of illnesses that are difficult
to diagnose. She fell behind in her
schoolwork, which only com-
pounded her distress and dislike
of school. Instead of influencing
her friends for Christ, they influ-
enced her into an increasing dis-
like ofall things Christian. Her be-
haviour became a major concern
for her parents.

Eventually Suzie could take
the pressure no longer and, much
to her parents’ dismay, had to be

John Stott

Public lecture -
"The Paradox of Our Human-ness"

8pm Tuesday 16 July, Macquarie Theatre -
Macquarie University

Hear Dr Stott and encourage the mission of the

Macquarie Christian Studies institute
at Macquarie University

Entry by donation
Parking available by pay and display within Macquarie University

removed from the school. They
placed her in private education
where she was better ‘protected’
from the world.

Emma externally conformed to
her parents behavioural require-
ments. But her internal rebellious-
ness against her parents’ strict
regime led to open warfare at
home. She too hated the conflict
between school and home. It was
not the alluring worldliness of
the school that seduced her, but
the constant restrictiveness of
her home, her inability to join in
the simple pleasures of her
school friends, the claustropho-
bic feeling of not being allowed
to grow up or take any responsi-
bility, and the total lack of tmst
in her decisions or in the reality
of her faith. Emma developed a
constant rebellious and antago-
nistic spirit, which only increased
her parents’ concern about the
bad influence of the school.

Emma finished school but left
home as soon as she could. She
discontinued her education and
almost perversely chose what-
ever her parents were against.

The trouble with some princi-
ples of child raising is that they
do not take sufficient account of
the individual differences be-
tween children. Suzie needed the
protective environment, not
Emma. Emma was the bom mis-
sionary, not Suzie. Reverse the
roles and the parents’ principles
may have worked - after all they
worked well for the girls’ siblings.

Each family’s commitment to
their daughter has won out in the
long run, but wise parenting is
hard. ldeologies about ‘the best’
system are rarely a helpful guide
for raising individual children.

* Names have been changed
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The Churches have a place in politics

continued from page 13

ing aspects of service delivery
that were previously the respon-
sibility ofthe state. Governments
have actually helped the church
develop a greater degree of au-
thority on certain social policy
Issues.

The churches have a long his-
tory of delivering welfare and so-
cial support services to the com-
munity. Recent decisions by the
current Coalition Government to
further devolve welfare delivery
has, | believe, unwittingly
strengthened the position of the
churches in policy debate.

The net result has drawn the
churches further into a sphere
that has been traditionally the
funding responsibility of govern-
ments. They have, in effect, be-
come an agent of delivering gov-
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advantaged would be seriously
affected by moves to have a GST
on food.

The argument of church
groups who campaigned against
the GST, that Governments
should construct tax systems that
arejust and fair, by imposing taxes

The church has a duty to speak up, as
the prophets of old did in the face of
hostility from the ruiing authorities.

emment policy outcomes for the
hot potato of unemployment.
Thus the ‘coalface’ has became
wider and deeper, offering
churches greater insights into the
problems of structural jobless-
ness, job disadvantage, job train-
ing and the issues faced by older
job seekers.

The deep involvement of the
churches in the delivery of wel-
fare services gives an important
voice in the policy debate. Yet
how often have we seen the
churches told to ‘butt out’ of po-
litical debates that range beyond
the sphere of so-called moral is-
sues? This was particularly evi-
dent during the GST debate,
when the Howard Government
faced a coalition of anti-GST
views from a whole range of
church groups. The reaction from
sections of the government was
nothing short of hostile. Many
members interpreted the involve-
ment of the churches as a parti-
san interference in an area ofeco-
nomic policy where the church
had no expertise. However, many
church workers at ‘the coalface’
perceived that the poor and dis-

which do not fall too harshly on
the poor, was a valid contribution
to the debate.

Governments cannot have it
both ways. They cannot on one
hand expect churches to play an
increasingly significant role in
social welfare delivery, and indeed
help fund that process, and ex-
pect them to stay silent on major
policy questions affecting their
clientele. As the groups at the
coalface, churches are often in
an outstanding position to under-
stand the impact of government
policy across a whole range of
areas, from assistance to the un-
employed, to support for those
with disabilities, aged care, edu-
cation and even gambling.

Indeed, on the question of
gambling, the churches continue
to be one of the few groups con-
sistently pointing to the negative
social affects ofgambling, particu-
larly the spread of poker ma-
chines. The discomfort that gov-
ernments feel on this issue is now
palpable. On these and other so-
cial policy issues, churches have
a responsibility to speak out.

This voice in public policy,

StJames’Anglican Church

Visit historic St James’ Anglican Church,
173 King Street Sydney.

St James’ is the oldest surviving church building in Sydney, designed
by Francis Greenway and consecrated in 1824.

Located on Queen’s Square opposite Hyde Park Barracks and next
door to the Old Supreme Court, St James’ is part of a fine complex of

Georgian Buildings.

St James’ Crypt, located under the church, features the magnificent

Art Deco Children’s Chapel.

Also located in the crypt is the ST JAMES’ CRYPT
SHOP featuring new and used books (with an
emphasis on Anglicanism, prayer and spirituality),

CDs and gift lines.

Half-hour organ recitals are conducted in the
church at 1.10 pm every Wednesday and free
guided tours of the Church and Crypt run every

week day at 2.30 pm.

Everyone is welcome to come and worship

with us: f

Sundays 7.45am, 9.00am and 11.00am
(Choral Eucharist), weekdays at
12.30pm and 5.30pm (evening prayer).

Train to St James or Martin Place

Bus to cnr Elizabeth and King Streets

Tel: (02) 9238 0075

Email: stjames.crypt.shop@bigpond.com

July 2002

arising out of its growing role in
the delivery of public policy out-
comes, is one the churches
should continue developing.
They should not be embarrassed,
remaining silent in the face of
government attacks or feel a lack
of experience or expertise - the
reality is, churches have the ex-
pertise, particularly in coping
with the aftermath of government
policy decisions. Itis a legitimate
and valid part of public debate.
Nor should there be any embar-
rassment about injecting a bibli-
cal basis for actions and opin-
ions into public statements.

Christians and
public office

hereas Dr Holling-
worth’s appointment
as Governor-General

was greeted with contr

clerics have found their way into
parliament with nothing like the
same degree of scrutiny. In the
last decade, former Democrat
Senator John Woodley was a
Uniting Church Minister, as was
the Hon. Brian Howe, a former
ALP Deputy Prime Minister.

Many dedicated Christians
have served in parliaments from
all political parties. Their Chris-
tian worldview has influenced
their attitude to public policy in
various ways. Perhaps the most
striking example comes from my
side of politics, when the Rev
John Woodley voted in favour
ofthe Andrews Bill to outlaw eu-
thanasia in the Northern Territory,
against the majority ofhis Demo-
crat colleagues.

Despite the public scorn
heaped on politicians by the me-
dia and public, | believe Chris-
tians should regard involvement
in public life as a worthy calling.
To abandon the field of battle

leaves policy making in the hands
of others whose worldview is not
refined by Scripture.

It is possible to be a Christian
and make a contribution to poli-
tics as a member of most parties
in Australia. On many issues that
come before the parliament, there
Is no hard and fast biblical posi-
tion. That is not to say the Bible
is irrelevant to legislation; occa-
sionally there are important ques-
tions where a mind shaped by
Christian values will make a dif-
ferent decision to one that is not.
The current stem cell debate is
one of those.

Conclusion

he church offers a frame of

reference for public policy

that is not defined by shift-

ing values or changing defini-

i fhuman rights. Such moral

ng()%? gi’ﬁtes are often not welcome

but the church has a duty to

speak up, as the prophets of old

did in the face of hostility from
the ruling authorities.

The authority of the church
in recent times has been eroded
and the problems that have led
to this must be dealt with. The
church as a whole must engage
across denominations. In the
public arena, the church speaks
with a stronger voice when it is
singing from the same songsheet.
The church should not fear pub-
lic reaction - its involvement in
helping ministries gives it a
sound and valid platform from
which to influence public policy.
The church has a responsibility
to do this corporately and indi-
vidually, a responsibility that is
shaped by Scripture.

Thisis an edited extract from Dr Karin
Sowada’s 2002 Haiifix Portai iec-
ture. Dr Sowada is a former Demo-
crat Senator for NSW.

Study theology at home for:

1 Certificate, Diploma, or Degree in Theology

ASSOCIATE IN THEOLOGY (A.Th.)

This certificate can be gained by one year of full time study or

by part time study over any period. Study these 8 subjects;

1 Introduction to the OT
1 Introduction to the NT
1 Three elective subjects

1 Church History 1

1 Doctrine 1
1 Doctrine 2

Those who take the A.Th. can continue by distance education
to gain the Diploma in Theology and the B.Th. degree. Exemp-
tions can be granted for equivalent work already completed.

Ask for a Prospectus

TYNDALE COLLEGE

PO Box 132, HUNTERS HILL NSW 2110
TEL 02-9816-4617 FAX 02-9817-5615
Email: hhcc@netspace.net.au

Conference for those

in Ministry and

Master of Arts in Theology subject

Professor Tremper Longman |l
"Proverbs and Pastoral Praxis"

at the
Presbyterian Theological Centre
77 Shaftesbury Road, Burwood, NSW
Monday 19 - 23rd August 2002

For more details, and to register for the Conference
or enrol in the subject contact the PTC office

Phone: (02 ) 9744 1977
Fax: (02) 9744 5970

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED: A Slide Projector
(house brick size) which runs off a
12V battery, with a 12V bulb, has
alligator clips for battery. For use
in DRCongo for medical teaching.
Please contact Faith Blake (CMS)
(02) 9284-6777.

HOLIDAY
LETTINGS

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION -
WENTWORTH FALLS: Large
comfortable home, suitable 2
families/small groups. Available
weekly/weekends. Reasonable
rates. Enquiries (02) 9627-1850.

SYDNEY CBD LUXURY
FURNISHED APARTMENT: great
harbour views, 2 bedrooms, plus
swimming pool, parking.
Available for single night or

longer bookings. Ph 02 4739
1504.
WATERFRONT HOLIDAY

HOUSE AT WOY WOY: Luxury
fully equipped 3 br house with
jetty available for holiday and
weekend rental. Sleeps up to 7.
Phone (02) 4739 1504 or (02)
9609 1479 for more details.

NOOSA: Stylish 2 brm townhouse
by river & cafes, rc aircon, htd pool/
spa, tennis, bbg, modern facilities,
videos, linen. $435pw - off peak.
07 3289 7178.

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
GERRINGONG: 100m to beach,
country-styled cottage, divided
into 2 flats, each sleeps up to 5,
clean modern facilities, ph: 02
9484 2869.

ACCOMMODATION KIAMA:
Holiday lettings 2 b'room
security unit; opp beach. All mod
cons; accommodates 5. Tel: (02)
9579-4573.

BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOUSE:
divided into 2 flats at Gerroa (near
Kiama). Uninterrupted ocean &
beach views. 500 metres to
beach. (02) 4233-1331, if
unanswered 0407 912 169.
CRISP N' CLEAR BLACKHEATH:
Cosy 3 bed cottage, close to
Govett's Leap. Gas Heat, TV, v
quiet spot, pleasant garden, very
reasonable rates. 02 9863 8686
blackheath@matrixministry.net

NOOSA: luxury 3 BR waterfront
unit, 17m heated pool, spa.
Beautiful N facing river views
R/C AC. No stairs, walk shops,
restaurants. From $500 pw.
Ph 02 6331-9804 after 8pm.
THE ENTRANCE: 2 brm unit,
modern facilities, security bldg
& garage, pool, spa, 1/2 size
tennis court, 2 blocks from beach
& shops, very reasonable
tariffs - 33i/3% off normal tariffs.
Call Jackie Stoneman/Jacinth
Myles 9713-8059 or email
staabbotsford@hotmail.com
SHINGLERS FARM: 2br + loft
close to lake & NatPark. winter rate
$85pn. www.myall-lakes.com or
ring 0428 976200

T.AMAR.

will be starting a support group for
mothers, whose children have been
sexually abused (recently or in the
past) and for adult survivors of
sexual abuse. If you would like to
join this group please contact Faye
on 9636 7937 or Ruth on 9559
3048. (If phone unattended please
leave a message.)

Bungarra Cottage
Jindabyne

Situated on 25 acres, 3 km past
Jindabyne on the Barry Way,
Bungarra Cottage is a 10 year
old double brick duplex cottage.
Suitable for families, church and
youth groups etc up to about 10-
15 people. Or combine both units
for 25 people, 3 or 5 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, laundry. Great
setting and location.

Contact Brad 029718 6822
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David Is graduating from Bible
College to be a full-time farmer

Small churches in the bush struggle to pay clergy, so an increasing number of farmers are becoming
trained to lead ministry, writes AMY BUTLER.

o-it-yourself church is

certainly the model which

has operated in Hillston
Baptist for the last 12 years, be-
cause of the lack of funds to pay
a minister. David Burgess, who
grew up on the family farm near
Hillston, says it’s nothing to find
yourself on the preaching roster
one week and the cleaning roster
the next.

Hillston, with a population of
1200, is what some people de-
scribe as a ‘central location’ situ-
ated in the southwest of New
South Wales. It’s just a seven to
eight hour drive to either Sydney,
Melbourne or Adelaide.

When Mr Burgess decided to
study at Sydney Missionary and
Bible College (SMBC) hisaimwas
to return home better equipped
to play an active role in his church
and to evangelise his friends.

“My mates are non-Christian,
S0 our conversations were limited
to sport, the weather and the
farm,” Mr Burgess explains.
“When the city makes me feel
down, ljust think about my mates
and how much they need to hear
the gospel.”

Alana McSeveny, on the
other hand, did not expect that
her days at SMBC would lead her
to the bush.

Ms McSeveny grew up in
Blacktown and has always been
involved with what she describes
as well-resourced ministries such
as Campus Bible Study at the
University of New South Wales.

“l had never been beyond
Bathurst. | knew Australia was a
big country, but you don’t real-
ise how much is out there until
you see it,” she said.

Alana and David met at
SMBC. They recently married and
will settle in Hillston when they
complete their studies at the end
of this year.

David says one of the chal-
lenges of evangelism in the coun-
try is the fierce independence of
people fostered by the harsh con-
ditions in which they have to
make their living.

“If people succeed in the
bush they think it’s because of
what they’ve done. This creates
a barrier in their understanding
that it’s God who created the
world and sustains it,” he said.

Alana says she sees moving
to Hillston as an opportunity to
use the teaching she has received
in Sydney. She is hoping to start
a youth group and an ISCF.

“In some ways moving to the
country won’t be so new be-
cause ministry is about relation-
ships and investing in friend-
ships. We know we will be there
long-term because of the nature
of small communities,” she said.

Both David and Alanaencour-
age people to consider the bush
as amission field. When they set-
tle into their home at Hillston they
will extend the offer of country-
style hospitality to any one who
would like to visit and observe
what outback ministry entails.
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leaturing a showcase of Christian
N artists and performers

SPECIAL GUEST: PETER COUSENS
SYDNEY TOWN HALL - 2 SHOWS ONLY
SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER AT 3PM AND 7PM

Tickets: $20 adults, $8 children, $50 family ticket, $18 concession*

Book your tickets today on 9891 1231 or online at
www.anglicare.org.au

Tickets are also available fromthe following locations:
[ ANGLICARE offices at Wollongong, Rooty Hill,
Campbelitown, Liverpool and Parramatta - 9895 8000
A Christ Church St Ives - 9488 9855
A GRS Office, St Andrew's House, Sydney - 9267 8750
[ St Paul's Castle Hill - 9899 8499
A St Paul's Bvu Plains - 4735 1001
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David and Alana will settle in the remote town ofHillston, population 1200, when they complete their
Bible College studies. “We will be there long-term because of the nature of small communities.”

TheYearofthe Outback helps highlightsome
pioneeringstrategiesfor ministryin remote Australia

ith the absence of
funds for stipendiary
ministers in the Coun-

cese of Perth, the Rev Bmce Hyde
is a living example of a decade
old initiative of training lay peo-
ple for ministry.

Mr Hyde has lived and
worked his whole life on the land
at Dalwallinu, 300 kilometres
northeast of Perth, with a popu-
lation of 800 people.

In his early 30s he undertook
training to become a minister and
was ordained last March. He now
continues his ‘day job’ as a
farmer while fulfilling his minis-
try duties outside of work hours.

Bruce admits that juggling
work and ministry responsibilities
is extremely difficult in an outback
environment that offers its own
unique trials and difficulties. He
believes that, in order for this
model ofministry to be sustained,
effective support structures are
needed, such as the opportunity
to meet up with like-minded Chris-
tians from other denominations.

“It’s a challenge, in this small
church of less than 50 people, to
not revert into maintenance mode
rather than being in mission
mode. | only have limited time to
be able to energise people but I
try to help people focus on their
calling and their mission.”

Despite the struggles, Bmce
points out many benefits in be-
ing a life-long member of the
church community in a perma-
nent ministry role.

“I’ve lived here all my life,
people know me and so the faith
becomes more approachable for
those on the fringe,” he said.

However, he acknowledges
that the future of the church is in
the conversion of those who are

Ministry blooms in Broome

. - Broome is the winter holiday destination for up to 30,000
try Goldfields region of theAlag)fralians. With BCA Society support and with two Moore
College graduates - David O'Mara and Andrew Ford -
‘released’ from Sydney Diocese to do their training in
Broome, the parish has taken a giant step forward. Realis-
ing past outreach programs were heavily focused on the
huge holiday influx of retirees every year, a decision was
made to build new congregations that would be attractive to
the under 35s who comprise the expanding suburbs of this

outback regional center.

Web opens new gate for outback ministry

BCA has initiated a unique internet ministry to boost the
effectiveness of traditional farm gate visiting in the far west
of the state. Using its Broken Hill facilities as a base, BCA
is casting a web of hospitality across western NSW. The
new initiative offers great opportunities for developing high
quality gospel ministry to the people of remote areas west
ofthe Darling River. The recentimprovement to telecommu-
nications facilities in this part of the Outback has provided
many with daily contact. Frequent contact enables relation-
ships to develop in ways that were not possible when the
minister was only able to call at a property two or three

times each year.

Is numerical growth the indicator of success?

In the annual Bush Church Aid Society address, former
Archbishop of Sydney, Harry Goodhew dispelled the idea
that numerical growth is the major indicator of a church’s
success. Archbishop Goodhew said size was not the
primary concern of the writers who addressed churches in
the New Testament. “After preaching the gospel and calling
people to Christ, the correspondence of the New Testament
is witness to the efforts expended in developing and main-
taining the spiritual health and vitality of those who had
become believers,” he said. “Supporters of BCA are commit-
ted to the life of what are inevitably small churches,” he
explained. “[They are] small because the communities in
which they are situated are either small, isolated, unstable,
or preoccupied with other things.”

not currently part of the faith
community. His concern is that
ministers in the outback stmggle
to do the bare minimum when

they have full-time secular work
to complete and lack the ‘critical
mass’ in their congregations to
share ministry responsibilities.
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Christians arefueling
India’s religious tensions

Aleading Indian evangelistsays large crusades givethe impressionthe Churchwantsto
create a ‘Christian state’. He says there are betterwa)” to spread the gospel.

The world took notice of recent reports
that three million Hindus may be
preparing to convert to Christianity. But
the vast nation may be experiencing a
less spectacular and more significant
change of heart, writes GEOFF ROBSON.

rom a distance, India seems

to be a country in perpetual

turmoil. Along with a grow-
ing climate ofviolence among re-
ligious extremists and a seemingly
unending cycle of poverty and
various injustices, there is also
the ever-present spectre of
deadly war with neighbouring
Pakistan. Amid this turmoil,
though, opportunities for Chris-
tian ministry throughout India are
many and varied, and may even
be on the rise in the 21st century.

But one of India’s leading
evangelical ministers believes
Christians must re-think their ap-
proach in the vast nation, or risk
making the problem worse.

The Rev Samuel Stephens,
President of the India Gospel
League (IGL) visited Sydney last
month, and warned that despite
the evangelistic zeal being exhib-
ited by some Christians, their ef-
forts may actually be adding to
tensions across the country.

Attempting to ‘win India for
Christ’, many large crusades have
visited the country which ac-
counts for one sixth ofthe world’s
population. In a climate domi-
nated by Hinduism, with the ef-
fects of Islamic fundamentalism
being felt, and with Christianity
so closely associated with the
West, talk of conversion is often
perceived as an attempt to build
a political ‘Christian state’, ac-
cording to Mr Stephens. He be-
lieves that, while it may be well-
intentioned, such talk often pro-
vokes violence and aggression
towards Christians.

“We’re presenting our cause
in a way that can easily be mis-
understood,” Mr Stephens says.
“[Other religions] are thinking of
political transformation and po-
litical change. They vehemently
react to that kind of situation.

“In many ways, the church
has brought things upon itself by
not adequately or properly con-
veying what the Christian faith is
about, and what conversion is
about. When we talk about build-
ing God’s Kingdom in India, it’sa
kingdom of peace, love, justice
and civil society. It’s not about
numbers. We have inadequately
conveyed that message to*the
rest of India.”

Coming from a family of four
generations of ordained minis-
ters, it may seem like no surprise
that Samuel Stephens finds him-
self at the forefront of taking the
gospel to India. The family tradi-
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tion started when his great-grand-
father became a Christian through
Salvation Army missionaries. Be-
cause of his change of faith, he
was chased away from home by
Hindu relatives. “His family
thought that he had rejected them
and their traditions by accepting
anew faith and a new God. They
tried to kill him by poisoning him,
so he had to run away from
home,” Samuel says.

Making his own Christian
commitment around the age of six,
it may have seemed inevitable for
Samuel to follow in the family
footsteps. But it was not until af-
ter completing college that he felt
the call to full-time ministry. While
attending Bible seminary he met
his wife, Prati, and together they
now have nine children - seven
of them adopted.

Joining IGL, where he was
mentored by his father, Samuel
started work as a ‘barefoot pas-
tor’, going from village to village
to preach and plant churches.
During this time his passion grew
for seeing the grass roots change
brought by the gospel. “My heart
was touched and broken by the
physical and the material, but
more so by the spiritual needs of
the people,” he says. “I was also
touched by the openness and
receptivity of the people to the
gospel, when it was presented in
the proper way so that they could
meaningfully understand and ac-
cept the message.”

This philosophy has stayed
with him, and with IGL, ever

Supporters of the Indian Nationalist Party break police barriers
during a protest against Christian conversions, (photo: AAP)

Evangelist Samuel Stephens

since. “Our primary thrust is
evangelism and church planting,”
he says. “The next level after that
is to train and equip believers to
reach out to their community.”
Faced with an enormous list
of seemingly ingrained problems
- social, religious, gender and
class issues, to name a few - the

Ministeringto peopleon the fringe

continued from page 11

SR: Craig, what is the stated
Mission Of St Nicolas’?

CS: We seek to be passionate
about the Lord Jesus Christ, em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, min-
istering to each other and the lo-
cal community, enabling growth
in God’s people and Kingdom. In
addition, the eleven members of
the group who worked on the
Mission plan also worked a se-
ries of strategic goals for this year.

SR: Can you give some examples
of these goals?

CS: One goal (which we’ve
reached) was to establish a team
to coordinate existing and future
ministry. This was achieved with
the guidance of the staff at Evan-
gelism Ministries. Another goal

was to create a music team.
We’ve appointed a team leader
and the new work is having a real
impact in our morning services.

SR: What still needs attention?
CS: We need to expand the
number and style of services in
order to attract different groups
ofpeople. And the elusive bridge
between local scripture classes -
which has a great team of teach-
ers - and our church remains.

SR: Can our readers help you?
CS: We really believe that the
Mission of St Nicolas’ is in fact
God’s direction for this church,
in this suburb, in these times. Do
please pray that we’ll be a pas-
sionate church, empowered by
the Holy Spirit to minister to the
people of Coogee.

challenge may seem overwhelm-
ing. But the IGL has been experi-
encing great success by starting
with evangelism among local vil-
lages. It is through local converts
reaching out to their community,
rather than an external aid
agency, that change and compas-
sion are brought to the people.
As Mr Stephens explains, the
IGL makes no distinction be-
tween direct evangelism and deal-
ing with the range of social and
religious issues confronting In-
dian society. “No amount of de-
velopment work will have a long-
lasting, generational effect that is
sustained over a period oftime in
a whole community, unless the
framework ofpeople’s thinking is
changed. We see that the gospel
does that. Presenting Christ to

Bush Church Aid has:-

them really brings about change.

“The community doesn’t look
at our church planting activity or
the group of new believers as a
group of people who has given
up their traditions and gone after
a foreign god. They are able to
see the new faith those people
have accepted. They see Christi-
anity as a living, vibrant way of
life, filled with love and compas-
sion for other people.”

The Diocese of Sydney has
developed a close relationship
with the India Gospel League,
with the Archbishop of Sydney’s
Overseas Relief and Aid Fund
(ORAF) funding various aspects
ofthe IGL’s work among local vil-
lages and communities.

_ecent reports from India
R ﬁuggested that millions of
ower-caste Dalits were
preparing to convert en masse to
Christianity. But while this move
never eventuated, Mr Stephens
believes it would have been more
ofapolitical than a spiritual move,
a change to nominal Christianity
to avoid oppression from higher-
caste Hindus.

Meanwhile, through the work
of IGL and other similar ministries,
real change has been happening
among the Dalits for many years.

“The fact is that it’s taking
place every day. A silent revolu-
tion is taking place that the rest
of the world doesn’t recognise,”
Mr Stephens says. “As much as
we try to explain the fact that the
church is growing among the
same group of people, no one
wants to listen to that. They want
the spectacular, the dramatic, the
immediate results.

“In the last ten years | would
estimate three or four million peo-
ple have come to know the Lord
with a real, spiritual transforma-
tion.”

been in the outback since 1836 - before the term OUTBACK

was conceived

always employed the latest technologies and advances
sent the best to reach people in the isolated, remote and rural

areas with the love of God

planted over 25 new congregations across OUTBACK Australia

in the last 50 years.

The Bush Church Aid Society wishes to say thank you to each
one of our supporters who pray and give to make sure Australians

are won for Christ

In this ‘Year of the Outback’ think of the work of the Gospel and the
part you can play in being Out Front in the Outback

Inquiries about opportunities for service to the National Director on

brian@bushchurchaid.com.au

Donations and sponsorship to the
Vs Regional Officer

O JSK.

Bush Church Aid Society
Level 7 37 York St Sydney 2000

phone 02 92625017
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Positions Vacant

General Practitioner

for a practice where courtesy and Christian values operate. Full or
part time position for VR, non-VR or mentor trainee in modern
purpose built four-doctOr practice in the centre of Lithgow CBD.
Branch surgery at Wallerawang. New public and private hospitals
with VMO position available.

Mountain district two hours car, three hours electric train to Sydney.
RDA package and relocation assistance available.

Contact Dr John Dearin
02 6352 5685 bh, 0418 761 249 ah,
email lithgowmedical@bigpond.com

Church Business Manager
Holy Trinity Adelaide

Holy Trinity Adelaide is a 1000-member church with congregations
meeting at its City North Terrace site and at Aldgate inthe Adelaide Hills.
It has a strong evangelical tradition and a vision to develop new
evangelistic ministries including an ongoing programme of church
planting, it currently has a staff team of 14. The Church Business
Manager is responsible for coordinating a range of ministries with a
specific responsibility for an efficient and helpful administrative and
clerical support for the life of the Church.

The successful applicant will need to develop a broad knowledge of
the Trinity community, its vision and leadership structure. The person
should have a demonstrated Christian commitment, working
understanding of information technology and finance, managerial
experience with demonstrated ability in leadership, communication,
team work, project management, leading small groups and committees
and recruiting and training of volunteers are important.

A detailed Job description is available by contacting the Church Office
at 97 North Terrace, Adelaide SA 5000, phone 08 8213-7300, fax 08
8212-3611, or email ibartlett@trinity.asn.au. Remuneration is negotiable
based on expertise and experience. Enquiries can be directed to lan
Bartlett. Application including a resume and names of three referees
should be sent to the Church Office, marked Attn lan Bartlett -
Confidential.

Closing date for applications is 9th August 2002.

Teachers

Technology and
Applied Science (TAS)

and/or

BIBLE

and

German
Block (4th term 2002)

Applications are invited from enthusiastic and committed Christian
teachers of reformed persuasion, for the above full time position(s)
which are available from the beginning of first term 2003 (except for
German). The Teaching of TAS involves both wood and metal
Technics. Both TAS and Bible subjects are taught throughout the
junior and senior secondary sections of the school. There is three
other full time teachers in the TAS area and one other full time
teacher in the Bible area and the curriculum is well developed.
Preference would be for one applicant to combine both subjects but
combinations with other subjects may be considered.

Sutherland is a Christian parent controlled. Kindergarten to HSC,
Protestant, co-educational school with enrolment in 2002 of 750
students and a staff of over 70. Buildings and facilities are all
modern and well equipped. In 2001 we celebrated our 25th year of
operation. The school is located at Barden Ridge in a delightful
bush-land setting 25km south of Sydney.

Interested teachers should write (with full details of teacher training
and teaching experience) to:

Women's Ministry Position
-10 Hours PerWeek

The work would include...
. Reaching into the Playgroups
- 3 groups with 10-20 Mothers in each group.

. Developing women’s ministry to Young Mothers.
- 'Mums and Bubs' bible study
- Pastoral visiting and discipleship.
- Training women at church.

For more details please phone
Andrew Burr on 9809-3598
At St Chad's Anglican Church - Putney

Regional Translations Coordinator

Having published topical and thematic Scripture resources in almost
1,000 languages worldwide Scripture Gift Mission has now planned an
exponential growth in the development and publication of both new
titles and translations. As part of this initiative we need a new person to
fill the role of Regional Translations Coordinator for our Asia-Pacific
region (which for us excludes the Indian subcontinent).

This is a full-time, paid position, based anywhere in this region. The
successful applicant should have an understanding of the theory and
practice of translation, some kind of working experience in Asia or with
Asians, and good organisational and computer skills. He or she must be
a self-starter, having initiative and drive to coordinate scores of translation
projects in liaison with SGM project managers in the various countries
of this region. While occasional travel may be required, the bulk of the
work will be conducted by email.

W e expectthis position to be filled in July. Further enquiries, and requests
for a detailed job description, may be directed to:

Greg Cooper, International Translations Director
Scripture Gift Mission

PO Box 688, CASTLE HILL NSW 1765

Phone: (02) 9899 3773

Fax: (02) 9680 1977

Email: greg@sgm.org

The Anglican Diocese of Perth

DEAN

OF THE
ANGLICAN INSTITUTE OF THEOLOGY
AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This is a Senior leadership role in the diocese. The appointee will
have overall responsibility for the operation and ministries of the
Institute and will

« Provide leadership and oversight in ministry formation for both
clergy and lay people

e Provide and design professional development for clergy and
stipended lay ministries

e Develop a team ethos with all in academic and formation
positions accountable to the Dean

e Offer support to Christian Educator in the deveiopment of
Christian Education in the diocese

e Design and oversee conferences for the Australian Anglican
Church stimulating growth in Christian Education and ministry
development

An application package can be obtained from:
The Rt Revd Brian Farran

Tel 08 9300 0833

Fax 08 9300 0893

Email nrbishop@nw.com.au

Closing date for applications is 19 August 2002

Assistant Pastor

Georges River
Congregational Church
(Panania NSW)

Part time - 3 days per week

Enquiries:
Rev Graeme Best
(02) 9525-1283

CAMDEN ANGLICAN PARISH

ASSISTANT
MINISTER

An opportunity exists for you
to work as part of a team in a
multi-church parish.

We are looking for a person
with evangelistic gifts who can
help in the following ministries:
¢ Baptism Visiting

e Wedding Preparation

« Small Group Coordination

¢ Sunday Services

Applicants: contact Tony Galea
to arrange an interview.

Phone 02 4655 1675.

EXxpressions
of Interest

are invited for a full time
placement from ministers
of the word, lay pastors or
pastoral assistants in the
beautiful Far South Coast
region ofthe Bega Valley.

The congregations of Bega and
Tathra Uniting Church have
flourished under 30 years of
evangelical ministry and we look
forward to the continuation of
this. Teaching the Bible, making
disciples and pastoral care are
priorities of the congregations.

An information package is
available from Jennifer O'Leary
on (02) 6494 4780.

Do not let this opportunity
pass you by.

Mary Andrews College
Chef wanted,

for long term employment.

Able to work alone, as well as
part of a friendly, committed and
energetic team, five days per
week, including a weekend day.

The Business Manager
Sutherland Shire Christian School
P.O. Box 390

Sutherland NSW 1499

The Anglican Parish of

ST STEPHEN'S BELROSE
16 Lockwood Avenue, Belrose NSW 2085

Written references essential.

Phone Leonie
Mon to Fri 9am-4pm
on 9517-5333

Enquiries are welcome by phone on 02 9543 2133 or by e-mail
sscs@sscs.nsw.edu.au or visit our web site www.sscs.nsw.edu.au.

is seeking a Rectorwho has demonstrated teaching,
pastorai and ieadership skills, able to lead a dedicated

Parish of St Margaret, West Cairns staffand ministry team.

The Church of St Margaret requires a
RECTOR

who is pastorally minded, an effective administrator, a competent

teacher, self-motivated and with a vision for future growth in all facets

of Christian life with emphasis on forms of worship to attract youth

and young families. A Parish profiie and information pack are avaiiable
An information "hand-out" is available. from:

. . . o Notice to all intended
The parish has 280 members attending a mix of liveiy . .
job applicants

contgm porary and tra.dl'tlonal WOItShIp servpes. It is an offence under the NSW
Applicants should be willing to continue to deveiop Child Protection (Prohibited
the tradition of the parish, which is both evangelical Employment) Act 1998 for a person

. . . . convicted of a serious sexual
and seeking to deveiop spiritual gifts. offence to apply for a position which
involves contact with children or

young people.

Relevant checks of criminal history,
apprehended violence orders and
previous disciplinary proceedings
will be conducted on recommended
applicants to such positions.

Tel: (07) 4053 7389. Email: mcschirmer@austarnet.com.au The Nominators: ph. 02 9452 4220

Full applications should be sent to the Parochial Nominators, email: richardgee@bigpond.com.au

St Margaret's Anglican Church, PO Box 75W, Westcourt Qld 4870
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Sydney - Beautiful Northern Beaches

Opportunities exist for VR GP's to join our
practice in Dee Why

Full time or Part time

Our busy practice has enjoyed a high reputation over many years
for its commitment to high quality patient care.

Accredited and fully computerised. Pleasant working conditions in
a modern medical building with X-Ray, Specialists, Pathology and
Pharmacy on site.

Please phone: (02) 9971 6223
Email: kmc@bigpond.com

ARDEN ANGLICAN SCHOOL

Pre-school - Year 7, 2003
progressing yearly to Year 12, 2008

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Secondary School Teachers

Qualified teachers who are interested in becoming foundation members
of staff for our new high school campus at Epping, commencing 2003.
Staff should be prepared to teach at a junior level in their area of
expertise, while competence in another area would be useful.
Participation in the co-curricula life of the school, thorough support of
Arden's Christian character and assistance in development of the
ethos of the school in its Secondary setting are essential. Positions will
be available from Term 4, 2002 or Term 1, 2003.

Application forms are available to interested applicants by phoning the
School on 9484 1146.

Closing date - Friday July 19th

University Student Ministry

CS, a non-denominational Christian student group at UTS
Kuring-gai, is looking for a mature Christian woman to join
their student ministry team.

The position is part time and will involve spending time
nurturing young Christian women and working with the
established student ministries.

For all enquiries please contact us at:

christianstudents@yahoo.com or
call Scott on 0414-569-982

Position Vacant

Information and

L//rC/ Donation Processing

- Member Services Assistant
Are you well-organised, accurate, with a keen eye for detail?

CMS NSW Branch would like to talk to you.

We are looking for someone to handle the receipting of donations and to
manage our CMS information databose.

Youwill need to be experienced in using Microsoft Office, preferably including
Microsoft Access, and proficient in general office administration.

While working as part of a team, the right person will be independent,
self-motivated and enthusiastic about promoting mission. You should have a
good understanding of the misaonaries, churches and members of CMS,

Applications for this full-time position should be submitted in writing
(marked confidential) to the General Secretary,
CMS NSW, Level 3,93 Bathurst Street, Sydney 2000.

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY - NEW SOUTH WALES
<t>02 92673711 <f> 029267 3703
<e> nsw@cms.org.au <w> WWW.Cms.org.au
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St John's, Parramatta

hristian outreach to

Parramatta followed soon

after the proclamation of
the Colony of NSW by Governor
Phillip in 1788. It is not known pre-
cisely when the first church serv-
ice was held in the early settle-
ment of Parramatta, but it is
thought to have been in 1789.

For some time services for a
largely convict congregation
were held monthly under the
branches of a tree on the river-
side with the colony’s chaplain
the Rev Richard Johnson travel-
ling to Parramatta from Sydney
and returning on the same day.

The first church service in a
building is believed to have been
held in a carpenter’s shop near
Governor Phillip’s residence in
Parramatta in 1791.

With the arrival of assistant
chaplain Samuel IVlarsden in
March 1794, the growth of Chris-
tian ministry centred on the
Parramatta settlement.

For nearly a decade Marsden
held services in a lean to. The lay-
ing of the foundations of the first
St John’s in November 1798 was
the first step towards the estab-
lishment of the St John’s parish.
The first church building,
opened by Marsden on Easter
Sunday of 1803, nearly a year af-
ter the proclamation of the par-
ish, was said to be the most im-
pressive building in NSW.

Today St John’s provides ex-
tensive ministries - for children,
adults and seniors - in the heart
of the bustling, business district
of Parramatta. Under the leader-
ship of Canon David Mulready,
it serves a very diverse and cos-
mopolitan community.

St John’s very active
outreach to the local ethnic Chi-
nese community began in 1997 as
aninitiative of Canon Peter Kemp
with the assistance of the Rev
Irene Mok as a church planter.

Positions Vacant

Celebrating 200 years of
gospel ministry in Sydney

The firsttwo parishes in Australia are 200 years old this month.

Proclamation by Governor King

July 23.1802.

“His Excellency is
pleased to direct
that in all spiritual,
judicial and
parochial proceed-
ings, deeds,
instruments and
registers that the
districts of Sydney,
Petersham,
Bulanaming,
Concord, and
Liberty Plains be

The originai St Phifip's

comprised with a parish to be henceforth named “Saint Phillip’, in
honour of the first Governor of this territory: and that the districts of
Parramatta, Banks’ Town. Prospect Hill, Toongabbie, Seven Hills, Castle
Hill, Eastern Farms, Field of Mars, Northern Boundaries, Ponds and
Kissing Point, be comprised with a parish to be henceforward names
‘St John’, in honour of the late Governor, Captain John Hunter; and the
churches now building at Sydney and Parramatta be respectively

named St Phillip and St John.”

The Mandarin speaking congre-
gation was first established and it
has grown steadily. A Cantonese
congregation was begun in 2000.
Attendance at the two Sunday
Services has now risen to over 100.

A Persian Ministry also relo-
cated to St John’s now sees about
50 former Muslims attending every
Sunday. More than 20 have been
baptised including several who
were Iranian athletes who con-
verted as a result of St John’s OlI-
ympic Outreach effort.

Each Wednesday St John’s
hosts a lunchtime Bible talk. This
ministry has recently experienced
significant growth and attendance
regularly exceeds 80 persons. Dur-
ing ameal, a short 30 minute talk is
delivered, highlighting an aspect
of the Bible

A major outreach effort in
Parramatta Mall is planned for De-
cember 2002 when St John’s will
be assisted by 20 members of the
Australian Fellowship of Evangeli-
cal Students. Co-ordinated by
Andrew Heron this team will ac-
tively engage pedestrians in the
weeks leading up to Christmas.

citynorth interchange

Wednesday at 6.30pm

Meet for food and drink at 6pm

Clear teaching about Christianity

July 3 Ray Galea
July 10 Grant Thorp
July 17 Grant Thorp
July 24 Grant Thorp
July 31 David Cook
August 7, 14, 21, 28 David Cook
1at St Philip’s Church Hill, cnr York, Jamison and Clarence Streets I

1 Enquiries 9247-1071

1 Bring your friends to hear the Word of God |

House Mother
Trinity Grammar School, Summer Hill

Trinity Grammar School requires the services of a live-in House Mother
for its Boarding House. This position is suitable for an active single
person who will also look after before and after school injuries and
iliness for the whole School. Nursing qualifications would be desirable,
but are not essential. Accommodation is included in the remuneration

package

A Position Description and our standard application form are available
by visiting our website at www.trinity.nsw.edu.au or by telephoning
9581-6000. All applications must be made on our standard

application form.

St Philip's, Sydney

ydney’s first church build-

ing erected by First Fleet

chaplain Richard Johnson,
stood for only five years. A new
one, St Philip’s, was built on
Church Hill.

The long ministry ofWilliam
Coweper, first incumbent of St
Philip’s, laid an excellent foun-
dation for the future. A stead-
fast evangelical, he shrugged off
discouragements in circum-
stances where discouragements
were plentiful. For 49 years he
worked hard in the growing town
of Sydney, winning great respect
and affection.

One of his sons wrote: “He
taught them that a faith that is
real purifies the heart, and works
by love both to God and man,
and that those only can claim to
be Christ’s followers who walk
in newness of life. By such
preaching souls were converted,
comforted and edified.”

The parish has an unbroken
tradition of using the Book of
Common Prayer at all Sunday
services. Successive rectors
have endeavoured to maintain
the character and priorities es-
tablished by William Cowper.

St Philip’s has been strongly
linked with Moore College.
William Macquarie Cowper, who
succeeded his father at St
Philip’s from 1858, acted as the
college’s principal for a short
time when the college opened.
T C Hammond was rector of St
Philip’s and principal of Moore
College for 25 years.

Over the years the area en-
closed by St Philip’s parish
boundaries has been greatly re-
duced. Once centrally placed in
relation to Sydney’s residential
population, it now finds itselfon
the edge of the CBD.

This year the parish has ini-
tiated meetings every Wednes-
day at 6.30pm called Citynorth
Interchange. This provides clear
Bible teaching by gifted speak-
ers, reaching out to the City of
Sydney, as St Philip’s has always
done, with the message of Christ.

As part of the celebrations
Archbishop Peter Jensen will
speak at a dinner on July 19 and
a Thanksgiving Service on Sun-
day, July 21 at 10am.

For information ph (02) 9247-1071.
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BOOKreviews

Don’t have a sacred cow, man

T he

iING TO T he

BYM ark | Pinsky

W estminster John Knox
Press, 2001

ISBN 0 6642 2419 9

G ospel Accord'

Simpsons

book. Not because it’s a

timeless piece of literature,
but because it would have been
so much fun to write. Any project
that involves watching over 150
episodes of The Simpsons, as
Mark Pinsky did for this book,
must be as good as it gets.

The Gospel According to
The Simpsons chronicles the
portrayal of religion in the show,
which has just finished its
record-breaking 13th season.

Since coming on air in 1989,
The Simpsons has consistently
provoked the type of strong,
passionate reaction which most
shows can only dream about.
Over the last decade, US
politicians have gone from
denouncing the show as a sign
of moral decay to riding its coat-
tails by claiming to be fans.

Pinsky is not heavy-handed
with his analysis. What he
provides is more a collection of
quotes, themes and ideas that
have appeared on the show over
the years, which is probably the
best approach with an eclectic
bunch like the residents of
Springfield.

His overall thesis - that The
Simpsons is actually extremely
positive in its portrayal of God,
faith and the place of religion -
may be controversial. But, all
things considered, it is right on
the money.

Admittedly, faith within the
Simpson household is fairly
haphazard, if not downright
blasphemous. Asked what is the
family religion, Homer replies,
“You know, the one with all the

I really wish | had written this

well-meaning rules that don’t
work out in real life ... uh,
Christianity!” Bart is overheard
praying to Santa; Homer
prays to Superman, and at
another point starts a prayer,
“Dear God, the gods have been
good to me...” Chased by a
runaway Rhino, Homer cries,
“Jesus, Allah, Buddha, I love you
alll”

But like everything else in the
show, these references are
worked for maximum comic effect,
not maximum social commentary.
Analysis always comes second
to winning the biggest laugh
possible. For example, asa comet
hurtles towards Springfield and
threatens to destroy the town,
Homer wishes he was areligious
man. Immediately, a
hysterical Rev Timothy
Lovejoy, pastor of the
First Church 0
Springfield, runs down the
street shouting, “It’s over
people! We don’t have a
prayer!”

Is this a subversive
reference meant to highlight
the church’s inability to provide
answers in the face of disaster?
Or is it just meant to make you
laugh?

Consider the show’s overall
portrayal of faith. One study
found that religion was
mentioned in 58 per cent of
episodes and was the main
‘context’ of 11 per cent of
episodes. What other prime time
show offers that? As Harry
Shearer, one of the voices behind
the show, said, “No other
program even tries to satirise
religion. They’re afraid of it and
would much rather proffer halfa
dozen sex jokes.”

It is the Simpsons’ next door
neighbour, Ned Flanders - the
outreach-focused, Bible-quoting,
Evangelical - who is the most
upstanding character on the

show. Most Springfielders attend
church regularly and often turn
to God in times of crisis. In fact,
the men, women and children of
The Simpsons may be yellow-
skinned, three-fingered, two-
dimensional characters who
haven’t aged in 13 years, but
their faith is more realistic than
that ofanyone else on prime time.

While it does treat religion
with great irreverence, The
Simpsons has consistently
attacked all of society’s sacred
cows, such as politics, the media
and big business, without
discrimination. If anything, it

would be more of a comment on
the church’s irrelevance if it
never came under the spotlight.
Even at its worst. The
Simpsons doesn’t question the
existence of a higher power or
criticise God or Jesus directly. In
fact there is a certain irreverent
respect shown, such as when
Homer opens a Bible and
comments, “Everyone’s a sinner
- [pointing] except for this guy!”
As Pinsky says, hypocrisy,
judgmentalism and
exploitation
within the church
are much more
likely to cop the
criticism.
Pinsky also helpfully
reminds us of the positive
moral message delivered by
Homer and friends. That
might have
seemed almost
unthinkable
during the early
90s, when anti-
Simpsons hype
was every-
where, but over
the vyears the
show has actually
reinforced traditional
values in many ways.
When considering the
faith of The Simpsons, we should
ask ourselves, what portrayal
would we rather see on TV?
Most programs convey
spirituality as belonging to either
the outmoded traditionalist (see
Grams from Dawson$ Creek) or
the quirky. New Age oddball (see
Phoebe from Friends). But in The
Simpsons™ world, faith is not a
taboo subject. It’s a vital,
significant part of daily life.

Geoff Robson

This is an edited version of the
review. The compiete review can be
found at www.angiicanmediasydney.
asn.au/cui/simpsons. htm

Faith and race lies atheart ofthis war novel

M iracle at St Anna

BYJames M cBride
Sceptre, 2002
ISBN O 7336 1480 9

t is a bitter irony that at the

same time black Americans

were being denied civil rights

and were enduring extreme racial
hatred at the hands of their coun-
trymen, they were compelled to
fight and die for their country.

Popular perception of Ameri-
ca’s involvement in WWII envis-
ages white soldiers / marines / pi-
lots fighting in Europe and the
Pacific. However African-Ameri-
cans were among the thousands
ofmilitary personnel embroiled in
the conflict. With the exception
of the commanding officers, the
92nd Infantry Division, which
fought in Italy, was almost exclu-
sively black. Like their predeces-
sors in WWI, they were known
as the Buffalo Soldiers.

James McBride’s novel. Mira-
cle at St Anna, focuses on four
soldiers from the 92nd division
during the dying days of WWII.

After rescuing an injured Ital-
ian boy. Private Sam Train - cut
off from his own division - takes
off into enemy territory to look
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for help. Reluctantly following
are the remnants of his unit:
Bishop, the sleazy, on-the-take
preacher; Stamps, the lighter
skinned Lieutenant; and Negron,
the Puerto Rican.

The four men take refuge in
the Serchio Valley near the site of
a recent massacre. In the village
of St Anna, hundreds of civilians
- women, children and the eld-
erly - were butchered by German
soldiers. To make matters worse,
it seems they were betrayed by
one of their own.

As the Americans wait for or-
ders or rescue, they become in-
volved with the local Italians, who
offer them the sort of acceptance
they’ve never experienced from
white people. While Train focuses
on caring for the young boy, his
colleagues, together with a group
of partisans, investigate whether
there’s a traitor among them.

Miracle at St Anna is James
McBride’s first novel but his sec-
ond book. His first. The Color of
Water, spent more than two years
on the New York Times bestseller
list. McBride is the son ofa white
Jewish woman and a black clergy-
man. The Color o f Water is abiog-
raphy ofhis mother Ruth’s extraor-
dinary life, including her Christian
faith. McBride himselfisa believer
and his books resonate with the
strength of his conviction.

McBride’s faith imbues the
story with a sense of hope and a
confidence in the power of God.
The love of God seems to rest in
the least likely of people. The
preacher Bishop has no insight
into God’s character. A shiftless
womaniser who uses his gifts for
speaking to fleece the vulnerable,
he loves and trusts no one. It’s
the illiterate Sam Train who loves
sacrificially and powerfully, and

who demonstrates an under-
standing of God.

At times McBride is didactic
when he should be reserved,
however ultimately, this doesn’t
undermine the story.

With a background injournal-
ism - he wrote for The Washing-
ton Post and Boston Globe -
McBride writes with the insistence
ofa newspaperman. Based on his-
torical details surrounding the
massacre in the village of St Anna
di Stazzema in Tuscany and on the
experiences of the soldiers of the
92nd Division in ltaly during
World War 11, Miracle at St Anna
is grounded in history. McBride’s
extensive research is woven
neatly into the narrative’s thread.

While the title might suggest
an upbeat, happy-ending sort of
novel, this is, fundamentally, a tale
of combat and devastation.

The novel raises issues of
race and identity in the midst of
war. The descriptions ofbattle and
the impact of war on individuals
makes for some gritty reading.

There’s an urgency about the
story that leaves little time for
McBride to develop his characters.
But it’s the story he’s interested in
telling and he tells it very well.

Sarah Barnett

Sing again
to the glory
of God

Hymns From the H eart

FIFTY HYMNS AND SONGS FOR
WELL-KNOWN TUNES
BYJohn Seddon

ymns are, of course, the
H outward manifestation of

a deep human need to
reach out, to join with others to
praise God. The 1933 Preface to
the Methodist Hymn Book
rightly states that “to praise God
is the high calling of man. A
hynrn is only a hymn ifin it men
speak to the Most High and He
to them. May every hymn in this
book be sung always and only
to the glory of God!”

| write as one who is required
to search through thousands of
texts to offer hymns to people
through which they offer their
praise to God.

It is refreshing to find in
Seddon’s offering of 50 Hymns
and Songs a strength; a simplic-
ity and a non-sentimental ap-
proach to hymn writing.

| often find myself cringing
from the saccharine piety ofmuch
that is passed off as contempo-
rary hymn writing with its mo-
notonous ‘F- and ‘Me’-centred
rumination.

In this collection, instead, |
found appropriate weekly hymn
selections enhanced by fresh
views, sincere and simple texts
which encapsulate the concerns
of 21st century Christians and
the very tenets of Christian faith.
Liturgically appropriate and
scripturally based, Seddon has
provided hymns covering impor-
tant events in the Christian cal-
endar, significant biblical narra-
tives, hymns for families, mar-
riage, baptism, children and even
a poignant and heartfelt hymn
dealing with the trauma of mar-
riage ending in divorce - set,
most appropriately, to the tune
o f“The Carnival is Over’.

The urge to sing through the
hymns in this collection, to see
how they worked with the ‘old’
tunes, was irresistible. The scan-
ning of the lines of the poetry is
strong and rhythmical; congre-
gations will enjoy the combina-
tion of new texts with old and
favourite tunes. | am reminded of
the way in which Martin Luther
reintroduced the singing of
hymns by congregations, by set-
ting the new hymn-texts to pre-
existing, popular tunes.

There are many unusual and
useful additions; athird verse for
‘Advance, Australia Fair’;
hymns for the Gospel Proces-
sion; a moving hymn based on
Holman Hunt’s painting, ‘The
Light of the World’; songs for
children and many others.

This is a welcome addition to
the music liturgist’s library; it
combines relevant, dignified
hymns set to familiar tunes which
will be welcomed by congrega-
tions of all ages and denomina-
tions.

Garry M Rodgers

Garry M Rodgers is director of
music as St Stephen’s, Newtown.

To order a copy of this book, contact
John Seddon on 9969 6910.
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Zeal alone will not I’'m no sinner - ask my lawyer
bring real revival

Firestorm of the Lord

BYStuart Piggin
Paternoster, 2000
ISBN 184227 0311

tuart Piggin has given us
Sanother reflection on the

subject of revival. It has
been a special concern of his for
many years, and his particular
brand of historical and personal
reflection on the subject has both
strengths and weaknesses.

This latest study appears
more systematic than many of its
predecessors. It begins with
chapters on definitions of revival
and revival in the Bible, contin-
ues with two historical chapters,
and includes chapters on revival
in the charismatic movement and
in the Anglican and Catholic de-
nominations. The last four chap-
ters take a very practical turn, ex-
amining preaching, prayer, plan-
ning, and paying for revival. The
clear goal ofthe book is to stimu-
late us to long for, to pray for and
to work towards revival.

There can be no doubt about
the sincerity of Dr Piggin’s long-
ing for a great work of God in our
land. That longing is written deep
into every page of this book.
What’s more, he repeatedly in-
sists that revival is a work of God
rather than something human
beings can manipulate or accom-
plish through a particular set of
techniques. This is a very help-
ful corrective to much writing on
the subject. Nevertheless, he re-
mains convinced that while these
phenomena are sovereign works
of God, this does not mean there
is nothing we can do to prepare
the ground.

Early on he insists, “We can-
not work it up. We can only pray
itdown.” (p. 14) At the other end
of the book he spells out his own
strategy for revival: “start with
yourself, pray up the generals,
get a committed nucleus, and
then train up the troops.” (p. 203)
Surely such an exhortation with
the goal of seeing the name of
the Lord Jesus honoured
throughout the land is something
every Christian would want to
endorse. There is much that is
good in these pages.

Yet some of the great weak-
nesses of Dr Piggin’s earlier work
resurface in this latest volume.
His use of the Bible is idiosyn-
cratic, at points irresponsible, and
largely unconvincing. The chap-
ter entitled ‘Revival in the Bible’
is particularly disappointing. One
gets the impression that Dr Piggin
is driving his agenda through the
Bible with little regard for what
the particular passages are actu-
ally saying.

There is some cause for con-
cern in the way stories and quo-
tations from other writers are
pressed into the service of Dr
Piggin’s agenda. Stories are of-
ten introduced with descriptions
such as ‘the revival in New South
Wales in 1902/3’, “‘the Aboriginal
Revival of 1979°, and ‘the
Wheaton Revival of 1995°. Ac-
knowledgement of these as ‘re-
vivals’ is the presupposition
rather than the conclusion of Dr
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Piggin’s argument.

There are also a number of
sweeping generalisations and
caricatures, especially when it
comes to describing those who
have reservations about his gen-
eral approach. For example, he
asserts ‘Evangelical Anglican
clergy are trained to have an aca-
demic relationship with God
rather than a personal one’ (.
125). The quote from Jim Packer
which follows Dr Piggin’s asser-
tion says nothing of the sort and
so the generalisation remains
unsupported. Having taught in
three different evangelical Angli-
can theological colleges in the
world, | have found no evidence
ofthis atall. A vital personal rela-
tionship with the Lord Jesus
ought to be, and invariably is, the
concern of teacher and student
alike.

Firestorm of the Lord is an
easy to read exhortation to pur-
sue revival. It is written by a man
who loves the Lord Jesus and
longs to see him honoured in our
land and in the world. But as Dr
Piggin himselfwould admit, zeal
that is not anchored in tmth will
mislead people. We need rigour
in our study and passion in our
living in the service of the Lord
Jesus. In the end, the weaknesses
ofthis book make recommending
itdifficult.

Mark D Thompson

The full version of this review is
available in the culture@home sec-
tion of the Anglican Media website.

Introducing
GRAHAM: SThEkk:

M.Ed. (Creative Arts), B.Ed., Dip. Teach.

evangelist educator exhorter
forall ages

Family Services, Anniversaries,
Children's Ministry, Holiday Clubs,
Youth Ministry, Men's Breakfasts,

Leadership Training, Creative
Ministries, Outreach Strategy.

Evedex Ministries
PO Box 650
Moorebank NSW 1875

Ph: (02) 9755-2586

Fax: (02) 9755-1442

Mob: (0412)448128
Email: evedex(gihug.com.au

PETER DOWNEY recounts his history of ministry mishaps,
which couid be worth miliions in a world of public liability.

II, so much for taking
my kids on a pony trail-
ride at the end of the

year. If you’ve been reading the
papers lately you’ll know that the
horse riding industry in Australia
is on the verge of collapse,
thanks to impossibly high public
liability insurance premiums. One
of the biggest horse riding busi-
nesses in this state may soon go
under. A rider is sueing them be-
cause they fell off a horse and
broke their finger.

Seems to me that anyone can
get sued for anything at anytime
these days. A Sydney council and
surfclub just lost a case to a man
who sued them because he dived
into a sandbank in the surf and
received spinal injuries. And I’'m
sure by now you’ve heard the
case of the Sydney high school,
just done over for a quarter of a
million bucks, which was sued by
a student who got hit in the head
with a rock. The fact that he was
wagging school at the time and
participating in a voluntary rock-
fight with a mate, seemed to have
little bearing on the verdict at all.

Yes folks, welcome to the
brave new world of the 2P* Cen-
tury, where a chainsaw manufac-
turer can get sued by a bloke who
cuts his fingers off because their
chainsaw didn’t have a sticker on
it saying, “Warning; do not cut
off your fingers.”

| don’t know about you, but |
think this whole litigation thing
Is outa’ control and bad news.

It is causing leaders and
schools and churches to think
twice about doing any activity or
camp or trip or... well, pretty
much anything. Everything has
become too risky. “Liability” and
“compensation” have become
round-table catch-phrases
thanks to the “no-win, no-fee”
compo lawyers who have re-
cently proliferated their mucky
brand of legalese on FM radio.

All | can say is, thank good-
ness | didn’t have any of this
hanging over my head when I was
mnning a fellowship group in the
eighties. | wouldn’t have lasted
one month in today’s climate.

| ran a wide-game one night
on a dark oval and Dave lost two

front teeth when he ran into
Julia’s forehead. Half my group
got sun-burnt on a picnic be-
cause | didn’t tell them to bring
their hats. Brett got a bleeding
nose during a game of ‘smack
each other as hard as possible
with rolled up newspapers’ one
night. Susan broke her ankle
while we were running around the
suburbs on a chalk chase. Phil put
his back out loading a piano onto
a trailer for our Christmas Eve
carol tour around the streets.
James scalded himselfwith anum
of boiling water at a sleep-over.
Louise busted her coccyx on a
hike through the Blue Mountains,
and not one of us had any first-
aid training. Duncan fell off the
trampoline and broke his wrist on
a houseparty. Karla had an
asthma attack after we all had a
mmble in the hall and stirred up
the dust.

All up, I reckon I’d be gone
for well over five million dollars.

obedience, suffering, praise
Preaching the Psainns today

College of Preachers 2002 Conference

David Short

Keynote Speaker, (Pastor-Vancouver, Canada)

Also, Andrew Reid (Author, Pastor)

Tuesday, 2 July/Wednesday, 3 July 2002
The Chapter House, St Andrews Cathedral
cost $60

For registration and more information
contact Chris Hanger on 02 9558 7537
or email minnamorra@aol.com

The same conference will also run in Wollongong 4-5 July
Contact lan Cox on 4428 9132, or email ibcox@ezy.net.au

Then there’s the social suf-
fering and emotional damage I’ve
caused in embarrassing people at
fellowship concerts and mnning
games of “Honey if you love me,
smile” and making my peers feel
awkward and guilty by preach-
ing about hell and sin... 1’d prob-
ably be up for over ten million.

ut the main problem with

a litigious society is that

it breeds a culture which

says “I am not responsible. Some-
one else is to blame for my prob-
lems. | have no accountability.”
And the problem there is that
without a concept of personal
responsibility, it is impossible for
a person to have a concept of sin,
grace or forgiveness. Because
someone else is always to blame.
Anyway, that’s enough. |
have to go now. I’m sueing a key-
board manufacturer because |
have blisters on my fingers from

typing.
S SKFSAM
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LIGHTERSI

Resurrection a mathematical certainty

Make what you will of this, but Richard Swinburne, Professor
of philosophy at Oxford University, has produced a new study
on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Focusing
on factors such as the probability that there is a God, the
nature of Jesus’ behavior during his lifetime and the quality of
witness testimony after his death, Professor Swinburne
calculates that there isa 97 per cent chance that Jesus was
resurrected from the dead.

Christian home schooling a help to win quiz

Washington T/mes- Calvin McCarter, a 10 year-old
schooled at home in ‘reformed Christian’ style correctly
identified China as home ofthe Lop Nor nuclear test sites to
become the youngest ever winner ofthe National Geographic
Bee. Four home-schoolers were among the top ten finalists.
Home-school advocates said this was a ‘tangible’ sign of its
potential to tailor schooling to individual needs... hmmm, to
win obscure trivia competitions??

Christians hit by TV censorship

Have Americans become so sensitive that thanking your Saviour
is considered offensive? On the US talk show The View, host Joy

Behar, in response to being told she could end her diet, said,
“Yes, and thank you, thank you Jesus, is all | have to say!”
Guess which part of Behar’'s comment got bleeped? On

Tuesday’s show, Behar's co-host Star Jones complained. “l think
itwas stupid to beep that. They let us say all kinds of things on

TV, but they beep Jesus?”Behar added that that the Afro-

American Jones was allowed to refer to Jesus all the time. “How
come the black girl can say it and the white girl can’t? | protest!

... Jesus and | are pals, okay? Get with the program!”

/ZERO TOIERANCE FOR
SEXOAL MISCONODCT

embarrassed? uncomfortable?
ashamed? hurt? angry?

By the words or actions of a Minister, youth
worker, iay ieader, any church worker?

TELL SOMEONE
WE WILL LISTEN

Sydney Diocese has established formal procedures to deal with
sexual misconduct.

Persons aggrieved by the sexual misconduct of a church worker
- whether they are an ordained or lay person - can report it.

This will cause these formal procedures to be activated. What
happens next is set out in the Sexual Protocol documents. For
a free copy, ring Carol Newton or Philip Gerber, Professional
Standards Unit (02) 9265 1514.

To make a report, ring or write (marked ‘confidential’) to one of the
appointed Contact Persons. They are:

Sue - psychologist, Northern Suburbs
(02) 9874 9043

Richard - social worker. Blue Mountains
(02) 4751 6457

Margaret - social worker, Wollongong region
(02) 4228 1007

Nicola - counsellor. Northern Beaches
(02) 9970 8392

Jenni - social worker. Eastern Suburbs
(02) 9326 3172

Postal Address:

C/0 Professional Standards Unit, PO Box Q412
QVB Post Office NSW 1230
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with jeremy halcrow

Crazy
Christian gift
no.3

In recent months we have brought
you silly, tacky consumer items
aimed at Christians. But the Martin
Luther bobble-head doll has to

take the cake. It

comes from

website

Sydneysider lowerthan a snake’s belly

Urn, which direction is the Anglican Church going? Philip
Gerber, discussing the strategy for the Diocese of Sydney
at Standing Committee last month, said the Diocese
‘needs leadership from the bottom down’.

Then again, ifyou live in Sydney you are lower than a
snakesbelly, according to US-based website Anglicans
Online. In an online survey of readers, they asked about
‘liturgical preferences’. The options from the drop-down
menu, in order, read: “maximun high church; some
spike is good; middle of the road; vaguely liturgical;

oldlutheran.com

‘The centre for
Lutheran pride —

but nottoo proud’.
Old lutheran also
produce a micro-beer
called ‘Sin Boldly’

a reference to
Luther's famous
dictum.

cryptic crossword no 4

by bill senior

references KJV.

Across

I. Worker boss with king and
queen between gives a wiper.
(Acts 19) [12]

9. Curtain head obscurity of
vision. (Eph. 4) [9]

10. Debtor born within has it
known by ox. (Isa. 1) [5]

Il. Don’t look - was between
in Deut 34. [3,3]

12.Shrink on changes the
pigment containers. (Ezek 9)

[8]

13. Southern education ofa
type in Matt. 23. [6]

15. Faults as that of Isa. 15
within note. [8]

18,23. Asked in John 3. “Art
thou a ........ ?” [6,2,6]

19. Donates from five and eight
mixed in Jn. 14. [6]

21. Might God donate itin Ps.
687 [8]

23.See 18.

26. Slain wrongly by finger tips
in Dan. 4. [5]

27.Ungodly! “Thatlam -“(
Gen. 44.) [3,6]

28. Not steady change, retint
mitten. (Not in A.V.) [12]

Down

1. Husband making tea?
Mentioned in Gen. 14. [7]

2. Racket. Lord mightier in
Ps. 93. [5]

3. Do make tin into a man
from the east in Gen. 15. [9]

4. Stag upended flag
battered in 2 Ki. 18. [4]

5. Cheers! Kids songs of
Matt. 21. [8]

6. Wasn’'t walking with God .
(Gen. 5) [5]

7. Incoming to bewitch kept
in 2 Chron. 12. [8]

8. Sounds like ship trips but
unfailing in 1 Ki. 17. [6]

14. Filter it again or keep back
in Job 15, [8]

16. Lions fell before mixed grit
wrapped up in Eph. 6. [5,4]

17. Prompt around not in but
go on in Isa. 5. [8]

18. Mother and offspring were
builders in Ezra 3. [6]

20. The Spanish inthe crane.

snakesbelly; I live in Sydney.” (see below)

Most sacred in Heb. 9. [7]

22.What a flowery month, a
northern sin in Neh. 2. [5]

24.Agag notdead taken in 1
Sam. 15. [5]

25. Stop David coming in Isa.
11. [4]

last month
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SPORTSSecti*

On anygiven Sunday

It is time Christians
critiqued the role of
sport in their kids’
lives, writes GEOFF
ROBSON.

rive through the suburbs
Dof Sydney on any given

weekend, and if you’re
not careful you just might get
lost inthe sea of children playing
their favourite sport. Everywhere
you go - across the parks, courts
and playgrounds of this, and
almost any other, city - weekend
sport is part of what it means to
be akid for so many Australians.

Recent figures from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics
show that 59 per cent of children
aged 5to 14 participated outside
of school hours in sport
organised by a school, club or
association. Compare that with
29 per cent participating in
‘organised cultural activities’
such as learning a musical
instrument, singing, dancing or
drama, and (depending on which
survey you read) between 2 and
5 per cent involved in after-
school church-based activities.
It’sjust more evidence that sport
Is very much a way of life in our
country.

But even with so many Kkids
involved at all levels, the junior
sport experience may not be a
totally positive one. There is
much that goes on under the
surface for that sea of children,
with the attitudes formed and the
values learnt in the sporting
arena often lasting a lifetime. It
Is a phenomenon that should not
escape the church’s attention, as
this weekly sporting extrava-
ganzaofkids, cars and colour will
have a real effect on the next
generation of Christians.

Jim Dayhew is NSW and
International coordinator for SU
Sportz, a ministry of Scripture
Union. A large part of his role is
currently helping to facilitate
KidsGames, an innovative global
ministry that aims to share the

WEBW

with geoffrobson

Www.probe.org

It’s a nice problem to have, but
looking for a comprehensive
and reliable Christian apolgetics
website can leave you feeling a
little overwhelmed. With such
an abundance of sites available,
the question is. Where do |
start, and once | get started can
| be sure that the things | read
will actually be helpful?

While no site could claim to
be the best, one very good place
to start is www.probe.org, the
website of Probe Ministries. -

Probe is based in the USA
and was launched in 1973, aim-
ing to “bridge the frontier be-
tween the agonising questions
man asks and the profound an-
swers the gospel offers.”
Thanks to the Internet, that aim
has taken on a new dimension.
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message of the Bible with kids,
through the medium of sports.

With a degree in Physical
Education and having played
several sports competitively, Jim
has spent plenty of time
observing the attitudes that
Australians have towards their
sporting involvement. He
advises Christian parents, and
others close to the world ofkids’
sport, to be aware of the
potential dangers.

“It’s important that we don’t
just take sport as it presents
itself,” he said. “We need to
critique it, and in some sense we
need to be open to change it. A
lot of Christians don’t think like
that; they don’t put the sporting
experience through a Christian
worldview. They just take it as it
presents itself.”

Fundamental problems like
violence, intense pressure to
win, sledging and even cheating
are endemic throughout much of
the professional sporting world,
and most young would-be
athletes naturally seek to
emulate their heroes. In the face
of these challenges, Jim believes
adults are responsible for helping
children navigate the potential
minefield of negative sporting
values. Mature Christians must
lead the way in helping children
evaluate the attitudes on display
in elite sport and the messages
conveyed by the media, he says.
“If you say, ‘no, that’s not what
the sporting experience is going
to be about for our children’, then
things will be very different.”

hile he warns of the
dangers, Jim is quick to
affirm his beliefthat the

positives of kids’ sport can
greatly outweigh the negatives.
Aside from the more obvious
physical gains, he believes that
children are able to benefit in a
range of areas as they grow up
playing sport. Socially, he says
children learn relationship skills
and gain a sense of living in
community. Emotionally, they
learn to deal with others and
develop self-discipline and self-

The information on the
Probe website - and there’s
plenty of it - is clear, relevant,
challenging and biblical. There
Isjust so much to choose from,
including information on cults
and other religions and answers
to all the usual tough questions
about the Christian faith.

There’s also essays on an
eclectic range of topics such as
“Yoga and Christianity: are they
compatible?’, Hany Potter, Sep-
tember 11, stem cell research and
cyberpom. That is, literally, just
to name a few.

Design of the site is clearly
not a priority. It’s not hard to
navigate, but you have to scan
some text-heavy pages to find
exactly what you want. The feel
of the site means it probably
won’t capture the casual visi-
tor. But this is a teaching site
aimed at the serious enquirer or
Christians looking to grow in the
knowledge of God. Overall,
Probe is a site worthy of some
serious time invested.

control, while intellectually they
learn to develop strategies and
choose between a range of
options that arise in sports.

But the biggest advantage is
the chance for spiritual develop-
ment to take place amid other ar-
eas of growth.

“| prefer not to see spiritual-
ity as separate from these other
domains. It really infiltrates all
those other areas,” he says.
“Through sport, a child can come
to learn values and principles
about life. They can cometo learn
the basics that we see in the Ser-
mon on the Mount - Kingdom of
God principles.

“Sport is an environment to
develop life skills, but moreso, it’s
a place to help children develop
an appreciation of God who has
given them the ability to compete
within that environment.”

This holistic approach is one
being used by KidsGames and SU
Sportz.

KidsGames is a multi-day,
multi-event holiday program
where kids compete in a variety
of sports, while also learning the
gospel story and biblical values.
Each day features sports compe-
tition, experiential learning activi-
ties and Bible discovery. Involv-
ing several denominations, the
program is being officially
launched across Australia this
month and has already been held
with great success in several
countries around the world.

Rather than seeing sport as
simply a ‘hook’ to get kids in the
door, KidsGames will seek to in-
tegrate children’s sporting expe-
riences with what they learn
about God, the Bible and them-
selves.

Structured ministry events
can play a vital part, but Jim be-
lieves parents, as well as coaches

and other officials, can enhance
these positive effects by devel-
oping relationships, serving
within the club, and modeling and
sharing their faith in Jesus. In
turn, this will help to change the
culture and openness to the gos-
pel of a sporting club through
long-term involvement.

“Ifyou’re a coach of a junior
sports club, you have an enor-
mous opportunity to model your
faith, and to basically have a min-
istry with those 12 or 15 kids.
Beyond those kids, it’s 12 or 15
families,” he said.

“As a coach, you will have
the chance to give motivational
talks. It’s not that hard to take the
principles of the Kingdom and to
use that in a way that develops
the team. As you’re throwing that
seed out there, perhaps in team
discussions or at a later stage,
you’ll be able to refer back to
those principles.”

For parents, Jim says that
even the simplest things, like be-
ing present for games and mak-
ing sure kids are actually having
fun, can be very helpful. But there
are many more opportunities to
reinforce the positive aspects of
sport for kids.

“Parents should express un-
conditional love towards their
children, not base it on perform-
ance,” he says. “It’s not as
though, “ifyou win we’ll take you
to McDonald’s, but if you lose
we’ll have you in the backyard
practicing for an hour’. You
should show love, regardless of
how your children perform.”

Jim believes that a key factor
is to appreciate what motivates
children to play sport, and not to
try and enforce the expectations
or desires of adults onto the chil-
dren.

“While some adults may think

that beating the opposition and
winning trophies is most impor-
tant, research reveals that kids are
more interested in learning and
applying new skills and having a
good relationship with the
coach,” he says.

“As a parent, the obvious
additional thing is to ensure that
God isn’t left out of the picture. It
doesn’t need to be ‘sportor God’.
Sometimes churches put up that
dichotomy for kids. I think it’s
more subtle and more complex
than that.

“No matter how good a kid is
at sport, they need Christ in their
lives, and parents need to encour-
age kids to pursue a relationship
with Christ.”

s any competitor knows,
Athe sporting arena is a

place where it’s almost
impossible to hide from your real
self It reveals character at the
same time as developing charact-
er. The passions and urgency of
competition quickly bring to the
surface what is really in the heart,
for adults and kids alike. For this
reason, Jim sees sport as a ‘spiri-
tual laboratory’ that can help kids
to know themselves and develop
Christian values and a relatipn-
ship with God. !

“You will see Christians wh

can do all the religious things, but
if they haven’t come to under-
stand the principles, then they’ll
be a poor witness and won’t max-
imise the gospel opportunities
that are available,” he says.
“That’s one of the real, inherent
values of involvement in sport for
Christians. You can certainly
overcome those things.”

For more information about
KidsGames or SU Sportz, contact
Jim Dayhew: JimD@nsw.su.org.au
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CULTUREwatch
With this report Spielberc makes the grade

Minority Report, rated M

elving into moral di-
lemmas and ethical
conundrums is an

Bart meets Jesus
page 20

essential part of cinema for

many filinmakers. US direc-
tor Steven Spielberg is no
exception. Al asked what
makes one human. The epic
war film Saving Private
Ryan considered the value
ofindividual life.

Minority Report looks
at the ancient predicament
of destiny versus choice.
Set in Washington, DC in
2054, the film depicts a city
which has been free of mur-
der for the last six years.

An experimental law en-
forcement body, known as
the Department of Pre-
Crime, has eradicated homi-
cide by arresting perpetra-
tors before they can com-
mit their crime. It seems like
the perfect system - except
perhaps for those who are
arrested and incarcerated
for the rest of their lives
without actually having
done anything.

Spielberg has been
quite restrained with his vi-
sion of the future. There are
plenty of gagdets and nifty
inventions but there’s also
credible depictions oflife in
the future. Antique build-
ings stand alongside futur-
istic architecture. The best
thing for watering a garden
is still an old-fashioned
sprinkler. Butthere are afew
significant changes. Sur-
veillance cameras dominate
the cityscape. There are
cameras performing retina
scans in buildings, on
trains, in shopping centres
and on the streets. It’s a
world where you can run
but you can’t hide.

Tom Cruise stars as Pre-
Crime chiefJohn Anderton.
After the loss of his young
son some years ago.
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Do you see what | see? John Anderton (Tom Cruise) wants answers from pre-cog Agatha (Samantha Morton).

sarah
barnett

FiILMreview

Anderton became a passion-
ate advocate of crime pre-
vention. He wants to ensure
that what happened to him
happens to no one else.

Pre-crime is dependent
upon a trio of seers called
pre-cogs. These psychic
beings are scarcely human
and they’re certainly not
treated like people.

The pre-cogs are human
beings, children of junkies
who have developed
strange psychic powers.
Kept in an enclosed room
known as the temple, they
subsist in water in a per-
petually drugged-out state.

Is soccer really the

this article as it could
conceivably be classi-
fied as sports journalism,
which is not really my forte.
But my husband tells me

I ’m a bit reluctant to write

that 1’m the only person in
the world who is not inter-
ested in some soccer thing
that’s been clogging up the
TV guide and displacing
perfectly good program-
ming, so | suppose I’d bet-

TV & Radio

highlights: JuLY

Christian news
and current

(. affairs
n Sun, Ch9
n 6.30am

nml

Christians on
parenting

Out now
on video

find out more: www.anglicanmediasydney.asn.au/tvr
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And they dream of murder.
Murder fills their days and
nights. It is a nightmare that
they live in order to save
others. The details of the
murders they see are
downloaded like puzzle
pieces as the detectives try
to determine where the
crime will be committed.
It’s the ideal system,
Anderton thinks - until a
crime is predestined where
he isthe killer. The victim, a
man he has never met.
Based on a short story
written by Philip K Dick in
the 1950s (he also wrote the
story which inspired Blade

Runner), Minority Report
Is a futuristic morality tale.

While the film is tremen-
dously creative and imagi-
native, essentially it’s a
story of an innocent man
wrongly accused. All the in-
gredients ofa classic thriller
are here- palm-sweating ac-
tion, dazzling special ef-
fects, moments of light re-
liefand a dose of sentimen-
tality for good measure. Yet
despite a sense of predict-
ability, it works.

A tense and violent
thriller. Minority Report
raises an array of moral
questions. The ethical issue
of subjecting three people
to constant visions of vio-
lent death seems clear-cut
to us. But perhaps there are
practices of our world and
our time that those from out-
side would rightly find ab-
horrent.

The film also raises

global religion?

ter throw a bone to the
sports lovers.

The advantage of feel-
ing a total lack of involve-
ment in the What’s-it-called
Cup is the resulting ability
to sit back and observe the
action dispassionately. And
the most remarkable trait on
display so far has been ‘soc-
cer as religion’.

Soccer has (arguably)
more adherents than Islam,
more cash than the Roman

Catholic Church and gen-
erates more fervour than
an evening with Benny
Hinn (okay, | concede
the last point might be

a stretch).

As | write this,
Senegal just beat
Sweden and the

sports editor of
the Senegalese
newspaper Le
Soliel said: “People
here are very poor.
When we win it is very

questions of individual cul-
pability. Can we be con-
demned for things we
haven’t done? At least not
yet. Can our thoughts con-
vict us? Can we choose
good over evil?

Spielberg’s film is lay-
ered with biblical and reli-
gious allusions. Hymns
play in the background and
sometimes the foreground.
Some of the Pre-Crime of-
ficers see themselves more
as “clergy than cops”. They
are acting on behalf of the
all-seeing pre-cogs who
suffer with the visions of
death so that people won’t
have to endure the real
thing.

One ofthe most interest-
ing allusions is a visual
metaphor. John Anderton
has his eyes removed to
avoid detection and thus
arrest. He loses apart ofhim-
self to preserve the whole.

michelle
thomas
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important for the people. It
shows you cannot have a
meal but you can beat a de-
veloped country.”
Pardon? Some guy
kicks a ball into a net and
starving people forget their
stomachs and cheer? There
are not a lot of conditions
that have this transcendent
effect, but victory is one of
them. 1would be willing to
bet that in Sweden no one
was dancing in the street.
As we know, defeat - espe-
cially for the soccer fanatic
- can be a trigger to acts of

terrible
despair
and sav-
agery.

So | guess the perfect
soccer team would always
win, ensuring their fans a
certain state of unshakable
joy. Their star player would
never sledge on the field,
never fake an injury and al-
ways score the winning
goal, making him a hero
worth imitating. The fans
would unite together to
urge victory, and go home
thrilled by the game to prac-

Public liability
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PICKTflicl

A Waik to Remember
Rated PG

inema does faith

badly. And Christians
on film are usually
narrow-minded. A Walk
to Remember differs in
its sympathy for the main
character. When tough
guy Landon falls in love
with Jamie - a daggy
Christian - everyone is
surprised. But unlike the
scenario for most mis-
matched couples, it's
Landon who changes.

Undeniably hokey,
there’s something
appealing about the film.
It's certainly better than
most of the teen fare
coming out of Hollywood.
Unfortunately, the

depiction of Christianity is
a ‘God wants me to be
happy’ kind of belief
interested in romance.
But I’'m just being picky.

tice their own goal-kicking
skills.

Hmmm, sounds like a
good sermon analogy.

PS: Whenyou read this, the
World Cup will be over and
history will already have
recorded the winner. Butfor
the record, | 'm going to
publicly tip Spain to win,
because my husband says
so. But remember, hes a
rugby player.
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