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Rev J. A. Burrows from
Scotland has become Curate
of St Andrew’s, Cronulla, as
from Jjune 1.

Rev G. Alais, Chaplain
ARA, is to become the Rec-
tor of St Peter's, Camp-
belltown.

Rev A. R. McMiles from
the Diocese of Armidale is to
become the Curate-in-Charge
of the Provisional District of
Canley Heights.

Rev T. C. Milton, Curate,
New Housing District of
Green Valley, is to become
Resident Minister of Green
Valley.

Rev B. Ballantine-Jones
will resign as Rector of St
Mary’s, Concord North, as
from August 6 to become
Rector of St Clements, Jan-
nali.

Rev D. G. Peterson has
returned from study leave in
England. He is residing at 40
Carillon Avenue, Newtown,
NSW, 2042,

We have been advised that
all correspondence for the
Parish of Littleton should be
addressed to the Curate of
Lithgow Parish: Rev F, W.
Mostyn, 86 Rabaul Street,
Lithgow, NSW, 2790.

The Archbishop-in-
Council has advised that the
name of the Provisional
District of Lurnea has been
changed to the Provisional
District of Liverpool South.

Rev X. F. Saunders, who
holds a General Licence,.has
changed his address to 185
Donington Court, Flinders
Village, Castle Hill, NSW,
2154, Telephone: 680 1227,

Rev R. C. Doyle, Curate,
St Stephen’s, Willoughby,
has been granted leave of
absence. As from July 31 his
address in Scotland will be
C/- GPO, Crown Street,
Aberdeen ABY9 |AA,
Scotland, United Kingdom.

MELBOURNE
Rev N. Alichin will be
Minister-in-Charge at St
Mark’s, Forest Hill, Vic, as
from July 19

The work of God is in
nowise hindered by the
decease of His servants, no
matter how eminent they be
in office nor how much used
in blessing to His people.

—A.W.P,
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High Response at Recent
Graham's Canadian Crusade

More than 9000 responded to the public invitation
for spiritual commitment during the eight-day Metro
Teronto Billy Graham Crusade which concluded on
Sunday, June 18. That response by 9305 represented 4.5
per cent of the 209,000 who attended the meetings in the
Maple Leaf Gardens hocke

Nati 1 Exhibiti

y arena and the Canadian

sports

Graham last conducted a
crusade here in 1955 when
356,000 attended during a 28-
day period. Response to the
invitation then totalled 7436
or just over two per cent of
attendance. Observers con-
curred with the evangelist
that the widespread interest,
attendance, and response in-
dicated the country was ripe
for a spiritual harvest.

He told his Canadian au-
dience that he sensed an
*‘insecurity, uncertainty, and
search for identity"” in the
country where problems of
national unity, unemploy-
ment, and inflation loom
large. That deep seated con-
cern was reflected in the large
number of middle aged peo-
ple who made their way to
the platform to register their
decisions with the usual
crowd of young people.

The crusade generated far
reaching public interest.
Graham commented on the
media coverage which

brought evangelism to
everyone’s attention. At the
invitation of Prime Minister
Pierre Elliot Trudeau,
Graham went to Ottawa, the
National capital, where he
conferred briefly with
Trudeau and others.

Canadian church leaders
see the unprecedented display
of unity as a further lasting
result of the crusade. They
believe the broad sense of
denominational support and
ethnic participation, in a city
which has a growing ethnic
community, is of equal
significance to the
phenomenal number of deci-
sions.

The crusade chairman
(Anglican) Canon Desmond
Hunt, stressed that the eight-
day event should be viewed
by Toronto’s evangelical con-
stituency as a beginning of an
ongoing, united thrust to
bring the gospel to Canadians
at this crucial time in their
history.

Evangelical
Theclogians
to Meet

The Fellowship of Euro-
pean Evangelical
Theologians will hold its se-
cond conference at Altenkir-
chen, West Germany from
August 21 to 25. Participants
will consider the subject of
Christian dialogue with other
religions, Marxism, and
various philosophies.

Leader of the conference
will be the Rev John Stott,
chairman of the education
and theology working group
of the Lausanne Committee
for World Evangelisation.

Other lecturers will be Dr
Klaus Haacker, West Ger-
many; Dr J. Howard Mar-
shall and David Wright of
Scotland; Dr Jan Veenhof,

Netherlands; P. Kuzmic,
Yugoslavia; Udo Mid-
delmann, Switzerland;

Blocher, France; Dr Agne
Nordlander, Sweden; Dr H.
Qualbein, Norway; and Dr
Bruce Nicholls, India.

The Fellowship of Euro-
pean Evangelical
Theologians was founded
and held its first meeting in
Belgium in 1976.

BUTTERY MINISTRY

Many are probably familiar with the beginnings of the ministry at The Buttery
— a venture led by Captain John McKnight, ai Binna Burra, in northern New South
Wales. The Buttery is a disused butter factory and is a centre for ministry to com-
mune dwellers, drug addicts, surfies, hitch-hikers, etc. John leads a team of young
people who, with him, aim to minister to the various needs of those who come under

their care.

John himself began full-
time in this work in 1973,

T'o bring you up-to-date,
John reports the following
recent news:

““There have been in-
teresting developments of
late.

““The New South Wales
Government has recognised
The Buttery in a very real
way with the granting of two
substantial amounts —
$42,500 from the NSW
Health Commission and
$42,500 from the Alcohol
and Drug Authority. This
will be used to develop the
ministry further,

““It is encouraging that, in
a time of seeming recession,
the Government is recognis-
ing the importance of this
work,

“The

other important
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development has been my or-
dination to the Diaconate by
the Bishop of Grafton — on
Whitsunday (14th May) at

8o @ 2 5
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Capt John McKnight

the Parish Church at Ballina.
I have been asked whether
this will make a difference to
my ministry as an Evangelist
— now that I am a Deacon,
and will be ordained Priest in
the future.

‘I believe the ministry of
Evangelist belongs to all
Christians by virtue of their
relationship with God, and 1
see myself serving God as an
Evangelist Deacon.

“This in no way detracts
from my role as an Evangelist
or my role as a Deacon, as |
see them as being com-
plementary.

“Developments at The
Buttery have been continuing
rapidly.

“‘At any one time, there
are about 20-25 young people
staying, with our ministry ex-
tending beyond the walls of
The Buttery as well.””

The Pioneer

ASIAN BISHOP'S AWARD

The Right Reverend Chandu Ray, DD, has been
selected to be the recipient of the esteemed Gutenberg
Award 1978. This award was established in 1952 by the
Chicago Bible Society, an auxiliary of the American Bi-
ble Society and is bestowed annually on a person who
has made some distinctive contribution to the study and

dissemination of the Bible.

Bishop Chandu Ray was
selected because of his effec-
tive service to the Church in
Pakistan, his leadership of
the Bible Society in Pakistan,
his special involvement in the
publication of the Tibetan Bi-
ble and the translation and

' publication,of the Sindhi Bi-

ble and, more recently, his
promotion of the Bible cause
throughout the whole of
Asia.

Along with the award the
recipient is invited to
designate circulation of
Scriptures to the value of
$500.

These Scriptures may be in
any language or format that
is currently in print. In
response Bishop Chandu has
pointed out that thousands of
Tibetans are scattered all
over India, specially
Dharamsala and Mussoorie.

Chandu comments that an
effort should be made at this
time to reach them with the
Word of God in their mother
tongue. He therefore requests

Bishop Chandu Ray

that the $500 be given to the
Bible Society in India.

Recipients of the
Gutenberg Award have in-
cluded General Douglas
MacArthur (1952) — Mr Bil-
ly Graham (1962) — Dr
Frank C. Laubach (1964) —
Dr Eugene A. Nida (1967) —
Dr Robert G. Bratcher (1969)
— Mille Annie Vallotton
(1970) — Bishop Fulton J.
Sheen (1974) — Dr Laton E.
Holmgren (1975) — Arch-
bishop Donald Coggan
(1976).
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Merrill Womach

GREAT VOICE WITH
FIFTY-TWO FACES!

Merrill Womach, who will be holding concerts
throughout Australia in August had his face burnt in a
plane accident in 1961 and it has taken him 52 opera-
tions to get it almost back to normal.

It was the day before
Thanksgiving when the
American singer was trying
desperately to get back homig
for the family dinner, which
he had never missed in his
life.

SNOW STORM

He was flying his own
twin-engine aircraft follow-
ing singing engagements in
Los Angeles, when a blinding
snow storm came up. He put
down on a small airstrip in
Oregon.

The next morning he took
off again, but after only a
few minutes in the air both
engines failed. He attempted
to land on the highway, but
the traffic prevented it.

He tried to bring the plane
back to the landing strip, but
pine trees blocked the path.

“‘I opened my eyes and all |
could see were flames,” he
recalls, “I groped for the
door, ripped off my seat belt
and staggered away. How |
got to the highway I don’t
know.

“‘Some men, whom I had
been having a cup of coffee
with just minutes before, and
who had heard the explosion,
came to help.

““They got me into the car
and 1 laid down on the back
seat as they rushed me to the
hospital.

SINGING PRAISE
TO GOD

“I remember singing all
the way to the hospital and
even when the doctors work-
ed on me that day.

“‘One doctor told my wife
that more people who suf-
fered with burns like mine,
had died from the shock
rather than from the burns.

““But for me there was no
shock. I guess it was the
singing of praise to God that
kept me from shock,” says
Womach.

All the flesh on his face
and hands had been burned
off by the explosion and fire.
When his wife Virginia arriv-
ed at the hospital, his head
was swollen to basketball

ILL
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size. The skin was burned
from his hands and his legs
and feet were burnt severely.

“One of the miracles of
God," says Womach, ‘‘was
that 1 was wearing a sports
Jacket. I've never worn one in
the plane before or since. I
just like to relax when I fly.

“That jacket was made
from some synthetic material
which melted. The doctors
had to actually break it to get
it off. It protected the upper
part of my body.

“If I hadn’t had it on, I
would have died from the
burns. And if 1 hadn't died
immediately, there wouldn’t
have been the necessary skin
for grafting."”

THAT CREA
MY HUSBAN

His wife when she first saw
the charred head on the
hospital pillow prayed: ‘“Oh,
God, don’t let that creature
be my husband!”’

The Merrill Womach story
is indeed one of courage and
determination to overcome
pain and adversity, which he
has captured in the book
“Tested by Fire', co-written
with his wife, Virginia.

This book has now been
made into a 30-minute colour
film entitled “He Restoreth
My Soul”, which is often
shown to hospital patients
facing drawn-out skin graft
operations.

Womach feels a special
responsibility for people who
have been burnt and/or have
suffered other handicaps.
These days he spends a great
deal of his time performing in
hospitals and other institu-
tions.

“I understand how they
feel,’" he says.

Merrill Womach now has
his own recording company,
National Music Services, and
does gospel concerts all over
the United States.

Concerts will be held dur-
ing August in Sydney, 16th,
24th, 25th; Adelaide, 17th;
Perth, 18th; Melbourne,
19th, 22nd; Brisbane, 23rd.
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PEOPLE OF THE WESTERN

The Board of Education for the Diocese of Sysine)[ !lgs disasso-
ciated itself from a number of parent groups in their criticism of the
controversial social studies course ‘‘People of the Western Desert’’.

A report in Sydney Argus, Sunday Telegraph, June
15th, 1978 said that parent groups were taking action to
prevent use of the course by the NSW Dept of

Education.

Since then the Anglican
Board of Education has
subjected the Report to an
intensive investigation and a
report was released this week.

The Report says that:

The objections that have
been brought to our attention
have been investigated and
we believe they cannot be
substantiated.

Much of the criticism of
the course has centred on a

The Western Desert people about whose stedy for primary

school social studies controversy has raged.

Inside Rhodesia .....
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Courageous Mary Whitehouse

PAGES
!

... Page8

main reference book ‘‘Desert
People’’, by Meggitt. We
believe that provided the
teacher is judicious in the use
of material from the book,
few problems should arise.

The Board believes that the
course would be a very useful
supplement to upper Primary
Social Studies programmes.

It praises the way in which
the course deals with the
Aboriginal way- of life. ‘‘We
believe the compilers of the
course have shown sensitivity
in both handling the
Aboriginal culture and in
helping European/Australian
children come to grips with
the aboriginal world view.

*‘The background material
on Dreamtime, Dreaming
Groups and Ceremony, is
very well expressed and is
significant for an
understanding of aboriginal
culture and society. In fact,
this aboriginal learning
process shows us vital
learning experiences that are
often missing from the
upbringing of many
Australian children.

““The religious and moral
dimensions of the aboriginal
life are set out clearly in the
Background Information
Sheets for Teachers. They
put the moral dilemma
situations that arise into their
proper religious life
perspective, thus overcoming
one of the major difficulties
the Board saw in the MACOS
materials’’.

The report is also
approving of the educational
methods used by the
compilers of the course.
“‘The course makes extensive
use of discovery learning
methods. The Board believes
these methods to be
educationally effective for
this age group’’.

DESERT PRAISED

SEPARATIONISTS
LOSE CHURCHES

The long awaited resolution of the property dispute
between the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles and four
parishes who had separated from it came on June 21
when Superior Court Judge J. Wesley Reed ruled that
the property of the four parishes does indeed belong to

the diocese.

Judge Reed’'s memoran-
dum of intent to rule stated
that the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States
of America, being a hier-
archical church both in ec-
clesiastical and temporal
matters, member parishes
therefore are part of ‘‘a much
larger and more important
religious organisation, under
its government and control
and bound by its orders and
judgments.”’

The four parishes involved
are St Mary of the Angels,
Hollywood; Holy Apostles,
Glendale; Our Saviour, Los
Angeles; and St Matthias,
Sun Valley. Each had
withdrawn from the
Episcopal Church early last
year, and had changed its Ar-
ticles of Incorporation with
the California Secretary of
State to remove all reference
to the diocese and the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church.

The parishes and their rec-
tors did not advise diocesan
bishop Robert C. Rusack or
the Standing Committee of
these actions at the time.
Rather, the chancellor of the
diocese learned about the
amendments from the
Secretary of State after they
had been filed.

All of the property of each
parish is impressed with an
implied charitable trust, re-
quiring its use for the benefit
of members or congregations
of the Protestant Episcopal
Church.

The Court said its intent
was to impose a permanent
mandatory injunction requir-

ing the rectors, wardens and
vestrymen of the four
parishes to surrender title,
possession and control of all
property to the diocese as
trustee, to carry out the trust
purposes established by the
Court and of the charitable
trust for which the property
was originally acquired and
which had been set forth in
the original Articles of In-
corporation of each parish.
Informed of the decision,
Bishop Rusack said: ‘‘I am of
course gratified to have our
position upheld by the Court.
It has been extremely dif-
ficult for us to have to go into
Court to settle this matter of
property ownership.
However, we had no other
choice, given the responsibili-
ty for stewardship of the
resources of the Episcopal
Church in this Diocese.
“When there is a schism,
all suffer,”’ Bishop Rusack
went on, ‘“‘and neither side
can rejoice. It is the constant
hope of the Bishop and the
diocese that those who have
left our fellowship will
return, and that the unhappy
divisions may be healed. We
assure those who have left us
that they are continually in
our thoughts and prayers.
We miss their participation in
our life of work and worship.
May God guide them in the
way they have chosen.”’
After the decision was an-
nounced, the Rev George
Clendenin, rector of Holy
Apostles, and the Rev John
D. Barker, rector of St Mary
of the Angels, said that they
intended to file an appeal.

ACCVIEW
RHODESIAN
MARTYRS

The Australian Council of
Churches deplores
escalating violence in
Rhodesia as witnessed by the
brutal killing of 12 mis-
sionaries at Elim Pentecostal
Mission, near Umtali recent-
ly, the ever increasing
number of black civilians
“‘caught in crossfire’’ by
Rhodesian security forces,
and the brutal killing of
refugees fleeing from
Rhodesia into neighbouring
countries by Rhedesian
forces on ‘‘hot pursuit’’ exer-
cises,

The ACC equally
recognises the depth of
frustration within the
African community in

Rhodesia resulting from the
continuing denial of Basic
human rights and aspira-
tions.

We do not know who kill-
ed the missionaries. The
guerilla movements have
been accused of the murders,
yet guerilla leaders have
denied involvement. We have
evidence associating the
Selous Scouts of the Rhode-
sian Army with similar such
massacres and recognise the
propaganda value of the
senseless deaths of mission-
aries to the regimme of lan
Smith. No matter who
commits such atrocities, we
deplore the killings.

In response, we repeat our
call to the Australian
Government and all concern-
ed governments to urge
renewed negotiations be-
tween all parties in Rhodesia
— both those in the Interim
Government and those of the
Patriotic Front — to seek a
peaceful transition to black
majority rule.

A.C.C.
For criticism of WCC

financial support of Patriotic
Front, see page 4.

The discussion on the relationship between culture

EDITORIAL

these things are Christian.

Critical of Uncritical Christianity

have always done in politics, economics and law to

They r .y just be culturally

and the Christian faith usually focuses on the Third
World. The Willowbank Consultation on this issue held
recently under the sponsorship of the Lausanne
Committee was no exception.

It is relatively easy to see the foreign particles in the
eye of the missionary to the Third World rather than the
log in our own eye.

The issue of culture and Christianity is as much the
real issue for the Western Christian living in the West as
it is for the Third World Christian or the Western
Christian living in the Third Worid.

The Third World Christian who has lived in the West
is vocal on returning home about the sub Christian
standards that we regard as acceptable conduct as
Christians in our society.

In spite of our denial that the West is Christian, when
it comes to thinking about the things we have always
done, we are committed to the fundamental view that

acceptable, but not necessarily Christian.

While the Bible by no means denigrates culture, it
clearly indicates the way we do things is shot through
with the consequences of the fall of man.

Most Christians ignore the Old Testament injunctions
governing conduct and look only to the New because
‘“‘we are not under law but under grace’’. However the
extent to which, for example, laws governing the
deprivation of another’s property or goods is worked
out on the basis of the prohibition against theft shows
how much Israel’s cultural practices came under the
scrutiny of God’s Word.

Covetousness which siew Paul hardly affects us
because we have been conditioned.

We do not believe that the majority of things we do
warrant Biblical assessment, because we have become
unconsciously committed (o the view of autonomous
ethics, i.e., there are inbuilt rules for doing things we

quote a few areas.

We may complain that in Third World Churches,
when the choice is between Biblical injunctions and
culture, the latter wins in many instances.

We have to be certain in our own case before we make
that judgement, that we have removed the plank from
our own eye. We have to be certain for example in our
private life we have been changed by the instructions of
the Bible. We have to be sure at a personal level as well
as at a Church and denominational level we have been
honest in the handling of money or not given over to
usuary contrary to Biblical injunctions. We may find
cultural acceptance for doing all t+ se things and many
more, but do we look for and can we find Biblical
warrants for so doing them?

The extent to which we are concerned about changing
our ways to bring them inte conformity to the will of
God will be a good test of whether we ourselves are
winning the battle of our Christianity over our culture.
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Wayzgoose

The much heralded Channel 2 children's production,
. ‘Wayzgoose™', has been screened on a number of successive
Monday evenings.

We were forewarned by an officer of the Department of
Education that the series was lacking as a professional
television production, although he added some praise.

Those adults who have managed to sit through the series
will not have been disillusioned by the usual negative approach
to most issues we have come to expect from ‘‘controversial
productions’".

Although we were assured that this production was made in
consultation with experts in the field of children’s education
and communication, the series has to date been very
pedestrian.

We are sure as the series progresses and as higher authorities
are denigrated that God himself will be the subject of
discussion.

However it is doubted if we have much to be concerned
about.

The experts seemed to have missed the mark, for children of
the age group intended are in search of that positive
motivation for which this production is singularly lacking.

Like the production, ‘‘Waterloo Street”, ‘“Wayzgoose"' is
repugnant to the values of the group for which it was made
and perhaps the real critique came from the child whose father
sat watching the first in the series, ‘‘This is really boring —
can’t we switch to ‘The Flintstones?” ',

GALLUP POLL ON
UNCHURCHED

The majority of Americans who are ‘‘unchurched’’
nevertheless hold traditional religious beliefs, with a
quarter saying that they have had a “born-again’’
experience, according to the findings of a Gallup poll
released recently.

unchurched persons who in-

The poll — which is the
dicated they had *“problems”’

first specifically on the

values, interests and back- with churches checked a
grounds of the unchurched statement which said, *I
— was conducted by The wanted deeper spiritual

Gallup Organisation for a
coalition of 29 religious
groups — including the
Episcopal Church — conven-
ed by the National Counci! of
Churches.

At a news conference at the
Interchurch Center, Gallup
said that ‘““more of the un-
churched than the churched
have had a sudden religious
experience. They're all charg-
ed up, but with no place to
go.”

The project was conducted
in two parts, the first cover-
ing both churched and un-
churched, and the second
covering only the unchurch-
ed. A total of 848 churched
adults and 1255 unchurched
adults were interviewed.

Gallup noted that a major
criticism of the unchurched
persons in regard to religious
institutions is that ‘‘churches
have lost the spiritual part of
religion’’. About one in five

AGAINST
SIKHS SALE

Church Society has sent a
letter of protest to the
Church Commissioners
about the possible sale of St
Leonard’s Church in Bedford
to the Sikhs. The local cir-

meaning than 1 found in the
church or synagogue.'’

The unchurched are defin-
ed as those who are not
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‘‘The East’s answer to Alexander the Great'’’, was
how somvone once described Muhammad. But Islam
was also in part a reaction to Christianity, the
inheritor of Alexander’s old spiritual empire. Things
as far back and as deep rooted as this may explain
more about Muslim-Christian relationships than we
sometimes realise.

In Muhammad’s time Arabia was in a typically
borderline situation. The constant pressure of advancing
Christian civilisation bore upon it heavily. And in Ethiopia
(where Muhamniad found asylum during the persecution
by the men of Mecca) he saw what might also happen in
Arabia unless there was another option.

SHADOW APOSTLE

Perhaps the kind of Christianity that Muhammad met
with encouraged him to see hirgself as an Apostle to the
Arabs, a counterpart to the prophets and Apostles of the
Jews and the Cnristians. A muslim Paul! In any case those
who later reflected on the role of the prophet saw him as
Al-nabi al-ummi, the prophet to the gentiles (and there is
both Arab particularism and Muslim univerqalism mixed
up in that phrase).

It was almost as if he was in protest agamst that
concentration on the Graeco-Roman world that wrote
Arabs and others off as ‘‘barbarians’’. This illiterate
prophet would show them a thing or two: that God paid no
attention to wealth and sophistication, and could, through
a devout son of the desert, speak his last word to men.

Muslims and Jews had a strange relationship with each
other. Once again, like St Paul, Muhammad found himself
grateful to the Jews for much of their tradition but actually
opposed to them in practice. Just as Christianity took
Israel outside its old boundaries, so (says Arend van
Leeuwen) Islam is the form that Judaism took when it
immersed itself in the Arab world. It was of course, a
particularly ‘‘Arabicised’’ Judaism that was so
transmuted.

ALLAH AND ABRAHAM

Jewish monotheism in Arabia pushed the local gods into
the background. Allah (of Muhammad's Qur’aysh tribe)
emerged as a High God. And this was dear to his heart and
for it he was grateful enough to Ahl al-kitab, the People of
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By David Hewetson

AN OLD DEBATE

the Book, his special term for both Jews and Christians. He
also adopted a few Jewish customs.

But the Jews were not easily assimilated. To them a real
ally was a Jewish proselyte. And anyone who made
prophetic claims like Muhammad’s was just as mad and
dangerous as Saul of Tarsus and his notions. So the break
had to come. And in Muhammad’s thinkirig the Jews (and
the Christians as well) certainly possessed spiritual
understanding, but they were perverse in their failure to
recognise in him a return to Abraham’s original pure
knowledge of God (hanifiya).

The time came when he ordered his followers to face
Mecca when they prayed and not Jerusalem.

THE SECULAR VIRUS

In recent colonial times the West’s invasion of the
Islamic world was not seen as novel or strange, It appeared
almost as if it were the Crusades in a new guise. Gone were
the swords and shields; in their places rifles and gunboats.
Religion and politics, being all of a piece to the Muslim,
this new incursion was simply seen as another Christian
invasion.

But this time the invader carried with him an undetected
but potent virus: secularism. With its notions of liberty,
democracy, technology, ete, it managed to penetrate the
defences of the Islamic heartland. This was vividly seen in
Kemal Ataturk's Turkish revolution in 1908. There for the
first time in Islam there appeared such radical changes as
the separation of religion and state, the institution of Islam
as a private religion, and even the abolition of the office of
the Caliph (a move almost as extreme as Roman Catholics
deposing the Pope!).

Such action has not, of course, been uniform in the
Islamic world, but the tensions are there increasingly as
men try to marry modernisation and Western political
principles with a world view of a totally different kind.

Perhaps the “‘static’’ produced by the misunderstanding
so ancient and profound still blanks out the dialogue
between Crescent and Cross. Those courageous spirits,
missionaries in Muslim lands, know all too well the sort of
negative emotions aroused in their hearers ‘at the very
mention of some of the things they hold most dear.

And they know also, that a real hearing can only be won
at the cost of love, patience and concern which is of the
most genuine kind. Their pitch is no place for phonies.

Rev M. Youssef (at left) speaking with two of the men attending one of the Haggai Institute
courses in Singapore. — Ramon Williams.

"USE THE KORAN TO CONVERT MUSLIMS"

Rev Michael Youssef, former Curate at St Philip's Church of England at
Caringbah, Sydney, is visiting Australia, on a four months tour, on behalf of the
HAGGAI INSTITUTE. Rev Youssef has just compleled a thesis for his Master of
Theology degree at the Fuller Theological Seminary in the USA on the subject ‘‘Jesus

in the Koran as a New Method for Muslim Evangelism'’.

cumstances are not the main
issues — the matter is one of
principle.

The General Synod of the
Church of England has
discussed the issue of the sale
of redundant Church
buildings to non-Christian
faiths on a number of occa-
sions.

In February 1973 Mr
Menon’s amendment that
demolition was preferable to
sale to non-Christian faiths
was carried by 170 to 143.

Mr Chandler’s proposal to
refuse use for a non-
Christian religious faith
although lost in the House of
Bishops and Clergy, received
overall votes of 186 in sup-
port to 172 against (House of
Laity 98 in support to 49
against).

Church Society believes
that the sale should not go
ahead to a non-Christian
faith until it can be shown
that the House of Laity is in
favour — rather than over-
whelmingly against.

Speaking from Brisbane,
where he and "is family are
based during their
Australian visit, Rev
Youssef said that this concept
has already aroused wide in-
terest by leaders in North
America and his thesis is to
be published by Thomas
Nelson Publishing House.

Thomas Nelson has also
requested an articie entitled
““Jesus in the Koran’" for in-
clusion in a new World
Religion Dictionary being
prepared at present.

Rev Youssef will be ad-
dressing Haggai Institute
gatherings in Brisbane,
Sydney and Adelaide, with
other meetings also being
taken if invited. He intends
to give Australians a clearer
picture of evangelism in the
Third World, especially
Moslem Areas, which are his
main concern.

Already he has visited
many of the countries in the
Middle East and has had an
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interview with President
Sadat of Egypt. Another in-
terview is being planned in
September.

JESUS IN
THE KORA
When asked about the

references to Christ in the
Koran, Rev Youssef explain-

ed that He is called the
“‘word of God’’; *‘spirit of
God''; His miracles,

miraculous virgin birth, acts
of healing as well as referring
to His death and resurrec-
tion, are all to be found
there.

““Jesus in the Koran is hid-
den there. My task, or the
task challenging the Church
today, is to reveal Him from
the Koran rather than an-
tagonising the Muslims or the
Arabs'’, says Rev Youssef.
‘‘In other words, it’s building
bridges’*.

Asked if there had been
any results from such an ap-

proach, he told of cases in Ia-
dia and Egypt where people
have been converted through
reading the Koran and fin-
ding out the place of Jesus
there for themselves.

One case was quoted from
Michaci Green's book, “‘I
Believe in the Holy Spirit"’,
where there is mention of a
man being converted in
Nigeria, 35 years before any
missionary went there, he
was converted after reading
the Koran that “‘if you listen
and obey Jesus, you obey
Me, said God.”’ His conver-
sion led to a group being
formed, a group of believers!

After his visit to Australia,
Rev Youssef will be returning
to the USA where he is the
Executive Director for the
Haggai Institute in the West
Coast, in California. He will
also be writing a major
volume on the ‘‘History of
Protestant Mission to the
Muslim World’’ for his PhD
doctoral degree at Fuller.

M'guia
has a
right

to God's

Word
Will you help?

| GIVE R
| BIBLE wiow

[] Yes, | want to give a Bible-a-Month to children
like M'gula. Please enrol me in the Bible-a-
Month Program and send me a free Calendar.

[J| would iike to know more about the Bible-a-
Month Program.

[ I do not wish to join the Bible-a-Month plan but
enclose $ _to assist the Bible Society
translation and distribution pregram.

MRMRS/MISS
ADDRESS
POSTCODE
78.2226.ACR
BIBLE SOCIETY

P.O. Box 507, Canberra City, ACT 2601 or
Garema Place, Canberra City, ACT 2601 Tel: (062) 485188

Decline and Resurgence

in UK

by J.

D. Douglas

A British clergyman has threatened to tape his sermons so they can be played in
church in his absence. This is hailed as opening up all kinds of possibilities. The
organist could record his music. The congregation could send cardboard cutout
models of themselves to church. And, it is concluded, everyone could then get on with
the real business of Sunday — washing the car and relaxing with friends.

Like many stories, it
reflects a disquieting truth.
““There is no task of greater
priority in all the churches in
Britain today,”” says Tom
Houston, executive director
of the Bible Society, ‘‘than to
learn again to make new
Christians faster than the old
die and the lapsed leave.”’

In the British mainline
denominations, the old are
dying and the lapsed leaving
faster than ever. This is made
clear by a recent publication
of the London-based
Evangelical Alliance. Its UK
Protestant Missions Hand-
book, which furnishes details
of some 140 home mission
societies, is a complementary
volume to an overseas hand-
book put out a year earlier.

IMPARTIAL
STATISTICS

British Government
statistician P. W. Brierley
also gives data that make
sombre reading. From a
cross-section of 100 in-
dividuals in England over the

age of 14, only 14 were
members of Christian chur-
ches in 1975. In Wales the

figure was 23; in Scotland it
was 39. In Northern Ireland,
that unquiet province, it was
a staggering 76.

Peter Brierley, who went to
endless trouble to put the
material together, discloses
that of the five main
categories of churches,
Britain has 2.41 million
Catholics  (mostly Roman),
2.25 million Episcopalians,
1.75 million Reformed
(Presbyterian and Congrega-
tiortal), 0.59 million
Methodists and 0.25 million
Baptists. .

Tom Houston, who writes
a thoughtful introduction, in-
dicates that:

® The proliferation of
churches is increasing, not
diminishing.

® There is no positive link
between a church’s attitude
J. D. Douglas, editor of The
New International Dictionary of
the Christian Church, is editor-at-
large for Christianity Today and
formerly lectured at St Andrew's
University in Scatland.

on Christian unity and its
ability to grow.

The only sizable Christian
bodies to show marked
growth over a five-year
period are the West Indian,
African, Holiness and
Pentecostal churches. In in-
ner city areas the growth of
black churches stands in sad
contrast to the decline of
older churches. The existence
of the former is seen as a
reproach: ‘“They came as
strangers to our churches and
we did not welcome them.”’

The most significant fact
to emerge from the survey,
however, is the rapid growth
rate of the cults and other

religions.  “‘Britain", says
Houston, ‘‘is not only
becoming less Christian

because of declining faith
among former adherents. It
is increasingly anti-Christian
because of the rise of other
faiths.”

NON CHRISTIAN
INCREASE .

Jehovah's Witnesses, Mor-
mons and Spiritualists have
recorded substantial gains —
which testify to what has
been called ‘‘the unpaid bills
of the Church.”

But note this: The
estimated total for Bud-
dhists, Muslims, Hindus and
Sikhs has risen over the five
years from 381,000 to
636,000. Most of these live
within their own com-
munities with little thought
of proselytism. Not so the
Ahmadiyya Muslim sect,
which this year plans to
spend one million pounds on
a missionary crusade in
Britain.

A spokesman explained
that the Ahmadiyyas felt it
was time to bring Europe and
America back to a living
communion with God, a task
Christianity had failed to do.
Numbering some 11,000
members in Britain, the sect
has an ambitious plan for
door-to-door visitation and
wide-scale distribution of
literature.

Each of its adherents
undertakes to give 16 per cent
of his income to a central
fund for the financing of

schools, printing presses and
scholarships. 1 find this the
more impressive because only
last week a national news-
paper revealed that the
average weekly giving in my
own Church of Scotland is
less than 50 cents per
member.

But back to the handbook.
No one should conclude that
God’s work in these islands is
in dissaray. Christians realise
that head-counting is not the
exterit of Christ’s victory,
and that the carrying out of
God’s purpose is not depen-
dent on getting a quorum.
(There has always seemed to
me something basically
misleading about God-has-
no-hands-but-our-hands.)

In an age when, more than
ever, men have lost sight ¢f
their eternal destiny, Paul’s
answer to depressing
statistics would surely be
something like the words
once addressed to the Ephe-
sians: ‘‘Use the present op-
portunity to the full, for
these are evil days" (Eph
5:16, NEB). After a
reminder, of course, of
whence comes the strength
and enabling.

World Vision

$120,000
LICENCE FEE

The new government of the
Seychelles has agreed to
licence the Far East Broad-
casting Company's giant
short-wave transmitters for
an annual fee of $120,000.

FEBC's investment in
buildings and equipment is
more than $2-million and the
stations transmit -in 19
languages.

AMIN
ABOLISHES
SUNDAY

President Idi Amin has
abolished Sunday. He has
replaced it as the weekly holi-
day by Friday, the Islamic
holiday, in spite of the fact
that 70 per cent of Ugandans
are Christians, only 7 per
cent Muslims.

JAPANESE EVANGELIST TO BRITAIN

Founder of the Kobe Central Church, and for the past 21 years an outstanding
city evangelist in Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and North America, the Rev Koji
Honda is on a visit to Britain under the auspices of the Japan Evangelistic Band.

Deeply aware of the
rapidly increasing

, materialistic outlook of the

Japanese people, Mr Honda
has come to Europe with two
burdens.

The first to ask Christians
in Britain to pray for the
Church in Japan and its
witness and the second to ¢all
for more missionaries -from
Britain to work with the

Church in its task of outreach
among the 99 per cent of the
Japanese people who are
non-Christian.

Mr Honda

himself is

pledged to work with
missionaries from overseas:
he feels that the Japanese
Christian ministers are more
able to care for their
congregations than to
pioneer new areas and plant
churches and thinks that
missionaries are more
successful as church planters.

He lists old religions,
affluence and ‘‘godless
education’’ as the three great
obstacles to the growth of the
Church in Japan and
confesses their own inability
to overcome them,

me.

: owners' discount.

The new ‘‘6"’ Cylinde. Torana and the 4 Cylinder Sunbir
have just been released by GMH with both 4-door and 2
door models.
These vehicles feature GMH's radial-tuned suspensio
with its great handling qualities.
| would be pleased to show and demcnstrate these new
cars, or any other of the GMH range, if you care to contac

assure you of competitive pricing. Clergy, of course, will be aliowed flee

HARRY DIBLEY: Bus 635 4022; Priv 634 1694
HILLSDONS PTY LTD

87 Church Street, Parramatta

The Central Church in
Kobe has itself produced 25
full time Christian workers in
the past 30 years.

The Japan Evangelical
Association does provide the
basis for fellowship among
evangelicals but the greater
number of Christians belong
to the denominations which
are affiliated to the National
Christian Council of Japan,
and co-operation between
evangelicals is neither easy to
achieve or effective 1n
operation.

Zz

| HANDICAPPED CHILDREN FOR ADULTHOOD

Training handicapped children for adulthood by teaching them useful skills is an
undertaking on which increasing emphasis is being given by the Church of England

Homes in the devel

Kingsdene, now in its third
year, has facilities designed
to meet the needs of 26 mildly
to moderately retarded
children, who remain at the
school for four and a half
days each week and rejoin
their families at weekends.
Their ages range from four to
15 years.

Training programmes of-
fered in the school and hostel
allow the pupils a real op-
portunity to learn valuable
lessons in responsible living.

Apart from basic subjects,
such as the development of
speech and language,
remedial reading, arithmetic,
musical activities, physical
education, cooking, art and
simple religious instruction, a
variety of crafts has been at-
tempted, both during school
hours and at the hostel in the
evening.

The pupils at Kingsdene
are learning pottery, rug
making, tie dyeing, batik,
papier mache and the
building of models to enable
them to make use of leisure
time as they grow toward
adulthood and the level of
competence achieved is ex-

tending.
Besides social lrdmlng
given individually and in

groups there is instruction
and practice in the use of
public transport, use of
telephone and public conve-
niences, entertainment,
handling money and care of
general appearance.

Four girls and five boys
bave recently entered a one
day a week work experience
programme offered them by
Cumberland Industries, a
sheltered workshop at
Baulkham Hills.

The Church of England
Homes is very strongly aware
that responsibility for the
future well-being of these
trainees needs to be
understood fully by parents
and staff as the young people
grow up in the 1980s.

Long term as well as short
term goals are necessary and
must be constantly reviewed.

of its Kingsdene Special School and Hostel at Carlingford,
a western suburb of Sydney.

These students at the Kingsdene School and Hostel for

mentally

handicapped children are involved in training

programmes which allow valuable lessons in responsible
living.

For this reason an adulthood
training hostel is envisaged.
This will be in the nearby
Tress Manning building own-
ed by the Homes. It is hoped
the young Kingsdene
residents will soon begin the
new L‘\PL‘I'iL‘nCC of communi-
ty living and that this addi-
tional facility will be fully
operative toward the end of
this year.

Recent trends throughout
the world emphasise increas-
ingly more active roles for the
retarded person and his fami-
ly and the need for new and
innovative planning for the

adulthood of handicapped
people.

As well as providing care
and education it is important
for Kingsdene to explore con-
tinually a range of choices.

Rehabilitative training is a
hard concept sometimes for
parents and others in the
community to grasp. Never-
theless, positive attitudes by
parents and teachers toward
the handicapped will help to
enhance their potential to
develop essential skills and
abilities — including enjoy-
ment and the use of leisure
time as part of the normalisa-
tion process.

HELP
HR

THE

HELPLESS

A real opportunity for
you to do more

Yes! You can help a child in need now. Your
generous gift demonstrates love to a child
who has knowri little love

Church of England Homes can immediately
channel your gift to give a child a more
secure, stable environment, often simply by
helping the family to cope. Emergency
care for children. Help.too for the mentally
retarded, who can benefit from your
generous gifts. Two dollars and over are
deductible for income tax purposes

Church of England Homes
P.O Box 41
CARLINGFORD 2118
Talgphone 6307777

YOUR GIFT - LOVE IN ACTION - THE HEALING TOUCH OF LOVE 77.1486
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RHODESIAN REPORT
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The senseless Iulllng ol lhm Red Cro:s workers, one national and two Swiss Nationals by guerillns in Rhodesia seems to have
marked a turning point in their activities. They were machine gunned as they travelled on a IGnely road.

INSPITEOF RHODESIAN CARNAGE

It's hard to believe that all over the lovely land of Rhodesia evil men are right
now planning and executing more acts of murder, torture, rape, looting and

destruction, and are right now planting |

dmines for the

ting innocents who

will cross that path tomorrow.

This week we listened to
the grim story of a young
African who had escaped
from a terrorist training
camp where, for the past
eleven months he had been
held against his will. He was
the grave digger, and each
day he had to dig at least 20
graves for those of his fellows
who died from starvation,
disease or for punitary
reasons.

With five out of six of the
Anglo/American proposals
adhered to, and with the
sixth, free elections, being
met by December, the
Western world refuses to ac-
cept the settlement. We are
perplexed to say the least.

Although the situation is
grave and we earnestly re-
quest prayer for this land and
people, we rejoice in all that
God is doing in spite of, or
often because of this present
tension. Each Saturday night
80 or more young Africans
gather at the Umtali Teacher
Training College.

With the alternatives of a
film or a dance they have
chosen instead to study
God’s word and have con-
tributed well to the study of
Romans. We are realising
afresh our primary respon-
sibility of ‘making disciples’
and not just converts. We re-
joice also as lives are changed
and deepened in the two
Biblestudygroups.

One woman has had her
newly found faith truly tested
while coming under attack on
her farm, and this week has
attended the funerals of three
friends who are the victims of
this war. She says, “A few

months ago I would have.

become hysterical and
depressed, but how wonder-
ful to feel that inner Presence
and peace’’.

A young couple, recent
converts in the Chipinga area
have also come into a time of
testing. They have beer sent
to manage tea estates right on
the Mozambique border, and
with their three small
children have only been there
ashort time.

The other night their estate
came under mortar and
rocket attack for 5 hours!
Considering that this was the
only target it is a miracle that
there was no damage to

property, and noinjury to any
person.

INVALID
BAPTISM

Recently the final sheet of
roofing was nailed to the
Dangamvura church! The
process was not without
hazard, for one night thieves
brought a truck and attemp-
ted to remove some of the
roofing.

The night watchman
awoke and raised the alarm.
In their haste to escape they
ran through the nearest door
and fell into the baptistry
which was full of water!
Their impromptu baptism
discouraged them and they
never returned.

Each morning we praise
the Lord for a night of peace.
Each journey completed
brings forth praise for His
protection. While travelling to
Chipinga recently the twelve
cars in the convoy in which
Roy was travelling skirted a
potholein thetarred road.

A truck travelling just
behind them detonated the
landmine which the pothole
contained and the back of the
truck became a mangled mass
of metal. The driver escaped
with minor injuries.

Another 4 of our church
members were abducted and
shot this week. We request
prayer against this evil.

Roy & Gwyneth Cowrie
Africa Evange!ical Fellowship

1977 "YEAR
OF MARTYRS"

More than 25 Protestant
missionaries were slain dur-
ing 1977 according to the
Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelism.

These include AIM mis-
sionary pilot Harold
Bowman in the Sudan, Peter
Wyss and his companions in
Northern Thailand, German
missionary Hans Wener in
Bangladesh, Dr Don Mec-
Clure in Ethiopia, Arch-
bishop Luwum in Uganda
and Dr Gleen Eschtruth in
Zaire.

More than 30 Roman
Catholic bishops, priests and
nurses were killed in Africa
and South America including
Cardinal Emilie Biayenda in
Brazzaville. Scores more
were killed under Idi Amin.

Abraham Kandjibi, cousin
of the chief minister of
Ovambo, was murdered near
the Angolan border and 128
other “incidents’’ have been
reported.

A New Rhodesian Harmony

On March 3rd,-the Salisbury agreement was signed, bringing in the transitional
government, with an executive committee of four (1an Smith, Bishop Muzorewa, Rev

Sithole and Chief Chirau) and 18

s (9

;va, each h

ded by an African

and a European). Plans are going ahead for elections before the end of the year.
Some terrorist groups do not want them as they know that their faction would be

heavily outvoted.

The fact that the settlement
has not been accepted by
other countries has increased
people’s dependence upon
God.

Knowing that  Britain
and America cannot be
depended upon and seeing in-
creased Russian and Cuban
involvement on the conti-
nent, people here have only
two options — to rely on
themselves or to rely on God.

In increasing numbers
people have turned to God.
Earlier this year, for a special
week of prayer, about 700
people met each day in
Salisbury — at 5.00 am! In
many churches, early morn-
ing prayer meetings are being
held weekly.

Inevitably this has brought
about changes in the attitudes
of different sectors of the
community. Harmony and
co-operation are now the
themes taiked about by
politicians and businessmen,
African and European. The
majority of people are deter-
mined to make a success of a
multi-racial society. It is
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quite a change from what was
being said two years ago!

What a responsibility the
Christiau church has in such
a situation. One of the main
concerns is that there are few
mature Christian leaders,
able to teach the whole
counsel of God.

Thus there has been ar-
ranged a National Christian
Leadership Assembly, from
4th-14th September, in
Salisbury, the aim of which is
to ‘‘instruct, equip and
motivate Christian leaders
for effective service’”’. 500
leaders are expected for this
Assembly, from many chur-
ches and missions, who will
be addressed by overseas and
local speakers in plenary ses-
sions and seminars.

Work permits were being
refused for 1:ew missionaries
and were not being renewed
for some already working
here. In answer to prayer,
this matter was resolved. Per-
mits were yranted for Mr &
Mrs Fleming to work in the
Children’'s Hostel in
Salisbury ard other workers
have had permits renewed.

Another matter concerns
the banning of Christian
literature imports, except for
Bibles, prayer- and hymn-
books. This applies to books
for resale and is primarily an
economic measure. In order
to maintain the balance of
payments, imports have been
drastically reduced.

All booksellers have an
allowance, but whereas or-
dinary booksellers have a free
choice of what they can im-
port within their quota,
Christian booksellers do not.
Thus it would appear that
there is discrimination, but at
this stage it is not clear who is
responsible for this.

Continue to pray for the
safety of our Christians,
especially in the eastern
border areas. At the beginn-

ing of this year, one of our

older evangelists was
murdered by terrorists near
Rusitu and just a fortnight
ago, another leading Chris-
tian was killed in the same
way.

Haward & Maureen Beckett
Africa Evangelical Fellowship

NEWBODY QUESTIONSWCCON
PATRIOTICFRONTSUPPORT

Forty members of Christian renewal movements in

Britain, Germany,

South Africa,

Rhodesia, New

Zealand and the USA formally constituted themselves

into the International Ch
ference in London recently.

Through its chairman,
Professor Peter Beyerhaus,
Director of the Institute of
Missionary Studies at the
University of Tubingen, West
Germany, the Network has
expressed its ‘‘amazement’’
at the silence of most member
churches of the WCC over
the slaughter of missionaries
and their children ‘‘by
members of Marxist libera-
tion movements which since
1970 have been supported
morally and financially by
the WCC’s ‘Programme to
Combat Racism’.”

The meeting called upon
Dr Philip Potter, General
Secretary of the WCC, either
to take steps to abandon the
programme or to resign, and,
‘‘failing such action”, called
upon the member churches of
the WCC urgently to con-
sider withdrawal from it.

The object of the Network
is described as ‘‘the defence
of the biblical faith”. A
press-release issued after this

ristian Network at a con-

meeting referred to ‘‘the alar-
ming erosion of biblical stan-
dards of doctrine, morals and
social order in the churches
throughout the world”’.

Furniture Removals
and Storage

G. & C. Drew Pty Ltd
68 Smiths Avenue
Hurstville

Local, Country and
Interstate Removals
Write or phone: 50 8366
After Hours: 63 7377

CHILDREN'S

SECRETARY
Church Missionary Society
NSW Branch
Commonclnq
1st September, 1878
Male or Female (Anglican) to
communicate mission to
Christians at the Primary and
Junior Secondary Levels,

Teaching, Leadership &
Biblical de desirable.
ConcernforMission essential.

Ring 233 3711 (for appointment)

still in use but to be sold umeo

BUS FOR SALE

1968 Austin, 38 seat, 26 ft body in sound condition — no rust, new
paintwork, very clean interior, Iuggage racks and boot, runs well,

G:nmcono BUS SERVICE
(042) 34 1175

uit youth group or conversion

Monday to Friday — 8.30

CHANGE IN TRADING HOURS

Commencing . .

BIBLE HOUSE SHOP

Will be open at the following times:

Thursday 8.30 am to 7.00 pm
The shop will be Closed on Saturday Morning but
remain open Thursday evening until 7.00 pm.

Bible House,
85 Bathurst St, Sydney
Phone 61 68862

. August 14th

am to 5.15 pm excepting

prepared especially

Christ’s service

lessons plus a list of

Romans with study no
to continue with you

Christian Doctrine a
Christian teaching.

(ThC).

SYSTEMATIC BIBLE STUDY
IS ESSENTIAL

for the formation of Christian character and
as a basis for Christian living.

Study the Scriptures this year with the

Moore College correspondence course

study by all who wish to understand the
Christian faith and become more effective in

Each term you will receive ten printed

cupy of ‘‘Guide to Effective Study’’.
subject next term is The Epistle to the

L. Loane. Then term by term you will be able

You are able after two years to qualify for
the Sydney Preliminary Theological
Certificate (SPTC) and at the conclusion of
the course for the Certificate in Theology

Write today, without obligation, for a copy
of the course prospectus to:
The Secretary for External Studies
Moore Theological College
7 King Street, Newtown, NSW, 2042
Telephone: 519 6460
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Christians from all over Africa
‘Love Africa” Congress -

It was an inspiring sight for delegates to the Love Africa congress to see flags of forty different African
countries flying high above the International Conference Centre in Blantyre, Malawi, one flag for every country to
send a delegation to the Congress.

Love Africa was called together by Open Doors, an
international organisation founded by the well known Brother
Andrew (‘God's Smuggler’), to discuss the important theme:
*“The Church of the future and the future of the Church in

Africa’’.
Brother Andrew, himself
responsible for ‘smuggling’

hundreds of thousands of
Bibles to communist coun-
tries, said in his opening
speech:

““A dark shadow is hang-
ing over Africa. Already in
the world one out of every
two persons live under a dic-
tatorsnip, many of them
Christians who are
persecuted for their beliefs.
And in Africa many
thousands of Christians are
arrested annually and even
martyred for Christ."

Daniel Kyanda, a leading
member of the Anglican
Church in Uganda, passed a
grave warning:

““The battle for the soul of
Africa is on, the extent of
which is nearly impossible to
perceive. During the past two
decades nearly all the African
countries obtained their in-
dependence — and they are
in terrible danger of losing it
again.

“One dictatorship after
another closes its ranks, to
say nothing of the ominous
presence of Russia, Cuba and
Red China in the African
continent.”’

Many Christians all over
our continent are persecuted
and exiled; recent events in
Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Mozambique and Angola —
to name but a few countries
— demonstrate this grave
fact in a most dramatic way.
Speaker after speaker got up
at the congress to testify to
the conditions in their own

, countries.

TWO-FO :
RESPONSIBILITY

As Christians we have the
responsibility to aid the suf-
fering Church wherever we

can, the Rev Jan Pit (Open
Doors director for Africa)
stressed. Moral, spiritual, as
well as physical help is need-
ed.

But we have to do even
more than that: every single
Christian in Africa should
prepare himself and herself
for the day when he or she
may be called to witness for
Christ in a similar way.

One of the most fatal

sentences used in every coun-

try of Africa, goes: “‘It will
never happen. to us!" In
many a case this statement
had to be followed by
another — after a time of ter-
rible turmoil and bloodshed:
““It did happen to us!"’

VICTORY AMIDST
SUFFERING

Many a reason was given at
the conference for the
persecution of Christians in
Africa: Communism, Islam,
Black Nationalism, political
strife, even jealousy and in-
tolerance among Churches
and Christians themselves.

But whatever the causes,
the Churches in Africa have
demonstrated the truth of the
age old adage: ‘‘The blood of
martyrs is the seed of the
Church”’.

Amidst trials and tribula-
tions the Church of Jesus
Christ is still triumphant,
because the Head of the
Body, Jesus Christ, is the
risen and conquering Lord.

He holds history as well as
the,future of the world in his
hands. He decides on the
future of His Church, not
president Amin or general
Menghisto or any other
political leader.

TheRev Chienda, general secretary of.lhe Church of Central Africa Presbyterian who chxiréd the
Love Africa Congress. On theright, the Rev Jan Pit.

Students React to Missionary Promotion

A combined meeting, comprising of 21 missionaries, five Bible College students, two Board members and two
faculty members of the Sydney Missionnry and Bible College, came together in conference to discuss the
presentation of Missions on June 24 in Sydney. The meeting took place at the Sydney Missionary and Bible College
following a series of similar meetings over the past year.

Contact between the Bible
Colleges and Missionary
Societies on this question,
commenced after the South
Pacific Association of Bible
Colleges Conference held in
New Zealand. In August
1977, a meeting was held at
the Melbourne Bible Institute
for representatives of the
Bible Colleges and Mission
Societies, of which 15 societies
werepresent.

At that time members of
the Colleges said that they
were preparing their students
for missionary service, but
questidned as to whether they
were preparing them for the
Mission Field as it exists to-
day. If not, then what
changes are needed?

February 1978 saw a Con-
ference called at the SMBC
Croydon between the College
Board and the Evangelical
Missionary Alliance. Special
speakers were invited to
speak on the relevance of
such a subject. Because of the
general interest shown by
those present, the Evangelical
Missionary Aliiance organis-
ed the special conference held
on June 24th.

Breakfast was followed by
a time of prayer for the mis-
sionary scene around the
world. Then came two ses-
sions, chaired by Roy
Ferguscn with Rev R.
Dowthwaite serving as scribe.

The first addrcss. How
Studi see
deputationists, was given by
Rev H. Green, Principal of
the SMBC. y

A questicnnaire had been
circulated amongst 36 second
year students. This resulted
in comments such as,
‘‘Highly professional ap-
proach (by missions) not
popular’’. The biggest hin-
drance to missionary ap-
proaches being, ‘‘too much
technical delall geographical
and historical’’

The ‘‘big ume. super
smooth, hard-sell, emotional
approach" was also obvious-
ly disliked. Poor slides, poor
equipment and poor
literature left an un-
favourable impression on the
students.

Other factors not liked
were the ‘‘flashy audio-
visuals’ and those of a
longer duration than 20
minutes. Some a-v's only
showed the good, while

rothers only showed the bad

— both of which the students
spoke out against.

Was there anything they
did like?

Personal testimonies of the
Lord’s dealings; His
leadings; a person’s ‘‘walk
with the Lord’’; honesty;
humility; an obvious zeal for
the “lost”’. Mr Dowthwaite
summed it up by stating, ‘‘In
other words they are looking
for genuine people, not for
professional approaches’’.

When asked for sugges-

BN
LETTERS

Aborting
the Prayer

Bishop Taylor of
Winchester, unlike many
people today, does not regard
an abortion as merely the
removal of an unwanted
organic growth (ACR, 24th
July). He recognises the
human foetus as a life which
has been given by God and
for which God has a

continuing care.
He has drafted a prayer for
us¢ after ‘‘a medical

termination of pregnancy’’
and proposed its inclusion in
the Alternative Service Book.

It is to be hoped that this will

be decisively rejected by the
General Synod of the Church
of England in England.

The proposed prayer is
made up of three sentences.
In the first, God is addressed
as the giver of life. The
second is a commitment to
God of ‘‘the developing life
that we have cut short’’. The
third is a twofold appeal: for
kindly jud t and for

tions as to how mis ies
can improve their presenta-
tions in Bible Colleges,
nobody could supply the

o To page 6

reassurance of divine love.

No safeguards appear to
hedge about the use of this
prayer — the vast majority of
terminations of pregnancy
these days, in Fngland as in

Auslralia, can be termed

‘“medical’’, whatever
circumstances occasion them.

Further, there is no
acknowledgement of any
wrong-doing. It is rather an
appeal for reassurance that
no wrong has been done.

However the Bible teaches
us how serious is the step of
taking away innocent God-
given life (“‘cut short’’ is a
euphemism for ‘‘take away’’
or “end” or “kill”’). It is a
breach of divine law. King
David did this and was
restored to fellowship with
God only after very deep and
painful repentance.

This is not to say that there
may not be some occasions
when medical advice
indicates that the foetus
threatens the mother’s life, in
which cases termination
procedures should be
followed with considerable
regret and true compassion
for the family concerned,
especially the mother.

But it is a matter for great
concern and regret that a
bishop of the church, who
has won acclaim by his
writings and who is identified
as an evangelical Christian,
should promote a prayer
which leads us to expect
mercy from God, after the
deliberate termination of
human life, without a word
of repentance, and without

any appeal for Christ’s
forgiveness.

ALLAN BLANCH,

Forest Lodge

“WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCIFIED
— CONTEMPORARY STUDIES
IN THE ETERNAL GOSPEL"

THE SECOND SERIES OF
ANNUAL MOORE COLLEGE LECTURES
by Dr J. I. Packer, MA, DPhil

We have a story to tell: the historicity of
Jesus Christ — Tuesday, 12th September,
8.00 pm.

The Man Christ Jesus: the humanness of
Jesus Christ — Thursday, 14th September,
8.00 pm.

He emptied Himself: the divinity of Jesus
Christ — Friday, 15th September, 8.30 pm.

A wonderful exchange: the mediation of
Jesus Christ — Monday, 18th September,
8.00 pm.

No other name: the uniqueness of Jesus
Christ — Wednesday, 20th September, 8.00
pm.

2 Lectures cn the Puritan Ministry: for
Clergy — Wednesday, 20th September, 2.00
pm.

Further details fram: The Moore College Office
(Phone: 519 6460) at Moore Theological College
(Library Building), Carillon Avenue, Newtown

ORGANIST/CHOIRMASTER

for St John's Church, Parramatta
Newly restored 2 manual pipe organ. Unique opportunity
for competent person. Financially attractive
Apply to Rector835 5804 or write stating age, qualifications
andexperience.

ANGLICAN HOME MISSION SCCIETY
WOMEN'S AUXILIARY

Requires a Christian woman to be its General Secretary
Qualifications include an ability to conduct and address
meetings and generally inform and enthuse women to
pray and support the work, to enlist new members and
promote the Auxiliary,

Salary, etc to be arranged.

Applications in writing setting out exparience and
qualifications and naming referees to 4’ ...leacon R. G.
Fillingham (personal), C/- PO Box Q137 QV Building,
Sydney, 2000, by 15th August, 1878,

NEW MUSICAL DIRECTOR
St Michael's Provisional Cathedral, Wollongonq is seeking the
services of a person to develop ail the musical aspects ol our
church'’s life and witness
The perzon will be enthusiastic, willing to try new forms and
keen to involve others. Ablln as an orgamsl is desirable
Please nru; Wollonaong 2) 28 8132 or direct enquiries to
Canon R t Michael's Pro-cathedral, Church Hill,
Wollongong.

ANGLICAN PARISH, WHITFORDS, WA

Applications are invited for the Position of full-time
Director of Youth and Children’'s Work. Applications in
writing setting out details of educational qualifications,
marital status, age, background and experience in Youth
and Children's work and church involvement to:

Rev Dale Appleby, 210 Bridgewater Drive, Kallaroo,
Western Australla, 6025.

ST ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL CHOIR
SYDNEY

TENOR REQUIRED
With Christian convictions
Must read music. Solo opportunities

Inquire Michael Hemans, 2 0642; (Home) 74 1713

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ALLIANCE
Managing Director — Mr W. R. (Ron) Bailey,
formerly senicr travel consultant, Mitchell's
International Tours.

Fully Accredited Agent for all Airlines,
Shipping Companies and Tour Operators.

Please note new address:
Suite 3, 13th Floor, Erskine House
39-41 York Street, Sydney, 2000
Telephone: (02) 29 4136

o URGRNT . ]

CUSTOMERS NELDED
Over the past few months | have been given thousands
of dollars worth of jewellery to sell as second-hand stock
— after advertising and handling costs are deducted, the
full balance will be donated to church buildings,
missions and church charities.
-— many articles are good investments —
| still specialise in highest quality engagement, sternity,
wedding and dress rings and brooches.
FRANK AKEHURST
SUITE 14- - 9TH FLOOR
250 PITT STREET, SYDNEY

Phone: 26 6368
T
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Interstate
Services

PERTH: St Alba auf

Brist
worth Roa

30 and 9 am Holy

rning Prayer (Hc
munion 1st Sunday). 7 pm Even

Prayer. Rector: Rev Ken Baker

Positions Vacant

North Shore Line

WANTED at Gor
bl a kindly
live in. F

daughte

apable housekeepe
elderly lady and one worki
Telephone: 498 3005,

PRE SCHOOL DIRECTOR: Northmead

hool needs a trained

1 teach fr
ptember. Phone Rev J. W.
630 4098,

f 0 € . arly

U
Reimer

CLASIFIED
ANDVERTISEMENTS

Miscellaneous

person

ORGAN TUITION: We require
to give weekly

L-100) church 3
months, Further details

Manly 'fw (849 1451).

tuitior ur Hammond
for about six

The Rector

ver 25' singles. Alice
78-7.9.78 $300; Tasmania
6-5.1.78 $250. 11 Bowman Ave, Mt

HOLIDAY:!

Waverley Vie 3149 Phone
(03) 277 5102
Accommodation

Avalon Beach
ommodate 5
lable Aug, Sept, Oct, Feb, off
eason  $50 Ring Sydney
604 0626

HOLIDAY COTTAGE
fully-furnished. A

weekly

Wanted

NEW OR SECOND HAND copies of
JohnB. T The Christian's Guide tc
the Old Testament
1966. Up to 100 copies required. New
England Tee, Rev R. G. Smith, PO Box
40, South Tamworth, 2340

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Hodder e

play “‘Saved’" included a scene in whic
obscenities scrawled about her -
was in some way responsible f¢
make herself heard while the students erupted in ¢

“I was like living in a madhouse,”

she explained

afterwards. ““Unreason took over and obscenities flew hard
and fast the whole of the night. It was quite clear that they
wanted to make me go away, and all my natural self wanted to

run a mile.”

“But I knew I had to stay because I had to be a

catalyst. I knew that if I stayed some of the students would see

which side they were on and whether they were for or ag

“An- experience becomes
creative, if you like, if you
realiy suffer in it. If I went
there and didn’t care two
hoots, it would not have done
a thing to anybody. Not
really. So you don’t have to
be afraid to go where the dirt

That is typical, I felt, of
Mary Whitehouse's courage
She looks back on that ex
perience as one of the most
traumatic of her career. She
returned home from
[ eicester | niversity in a state

Prophetic
Insights

*“The Old Testament
Prophets”’
by E. W. Heaton
new and revised edition

Darton, Longman
and Todd, 1977
178 pages (ph)
Aust price $7.95

This is the second revision
of the author’s originally
published study (1949) in the
Prophets, the first being the
Penguin Books edition of
1958. Although much of the
old material remains, it is
essentially a new book.

We may be grateful that
the author has set out his
presuppositions in the open
ing chapter although one
could argue that the chapter

a4 4N

heading ‘‘making sense of the
Old Testament’ is not
justified by the content

While one welcomes a
short non-technical hand-
book on the subject of the
Prophets cf Israel, it is a pity
that Heaton presents closed
critical on a
number of issues without any
acknowledgement of alter-
nate views or even the
possibility of differences of
opinion.

assessments

OOBEs AND GHOSTIES

How do you decide when somebody is dead? This
question is more difficult now than ever before, because

of all the gadgetry at our

disposal for resuscitating

people who, in prior da, s, would have been pronounced
dead. This is not the place to give the various answers,
none of which is wholly satisfactory.

But it is interesting that Dr
Kiibler-Ross (a non-
Christian) has concluded
from her interviews with peo-
ple who have Leen retrieved
from a state of “Technical
death”’ that there is life after
death. The OOBEs (Out Of
Body Experiences) they
describe, she says, have a
consistency not otherwise ex
plicable

Does this help or hinder
Christians in their belief in
the immertality of the Soul?
Trick question! Because that
belief belongs to Plato and
Socrates, not to Christians.
True, *““God is a Spirit”
(John 4:24) and ‘‘“No man
has seen God at any time"
(John 1:18).

But if you try to form an
image of God from those
texts alone you will end up (if
you are like me) with a God
who is a wispy apparition
floating in the wind. God is
not a gas! Read the rest of
John 1:18 — *“The only
begotten Son He has
declared Him"’

The word literally means
“‘led out’’. Our conception of
God needs to be led out of
obscurity and given flesh and
bones: and this is exactly
what Jesus gives it. We learn
what God is like by looking
at Him.

In particular, for our pre-
sent purpose we look at His
post-resurrection state. Even
then, He had flesh and
bones, (Luke 24:39), and
could be handled. He stood,
walked, talked, ate and
breathed (John 20:19-23).
But He could pass through
closed doors (John 20:19)
and vanish without apparent
movement (Luke 24:31), We
need not suppose that He had

i

Dr  Alasdair Livingston,
Warden at Holy Trinity,
Adelaide

to eat, only that He could do
50.

In short, He had all the
faculties of human physical
life without its restrictions.
Since “when He shall appear
we shall be like Him"’ (1 John
3:2) we may presume that our
post-resurrection state will be
something like His — though
no doubt the best ideas we
can form on earth are far
from complete. 1 Corinthians
15 is our key text here: we
will have “‘spiritual bodies’’
(vs 44) when ‘‘this mortal
puts on immortality’’ (v 53).

So OOBEs and ghosties
have little bearing on our
belief in the after-life. No
disembodied spirits floating
in the void, but spiritual
bodies in our Father’s House
(John 14:2). No re-
incarnation either (but that is
another story).

As | said Immortal Souls
do not fill the bill. We believe
in something rather different,
the Resurrection of the Body.
At least, we say we do —
every Sunday.

Trinity Times
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The principal advantage of
this book is the way in which
the author seeks to get to the
heart of the message of the
prophets which he chooses,
without going into a ball-by
ball description of each
book. The student looking
for an outline of every pro
phet will be disappointed as
some of the minor prophets
are omitted from all but an
introductory thumbnail
sketch.

The introductory chapter
raises the important question
of the relevance of the Old
lestament to the Christian
faith and notes the vital func-
tion of the prophets in
fashioning biblical theology
as a theology of history.

In the final chapter Heaton
says that the New Testament
proclaims that God-in-Christ
has accumplished the purpose
of Israel’s history. This
theme which 1s so full of pro-
mise is, however, dealt with
in such a cursory manner that
the Christian significance of
the prophets really does not
emerge.
At best there is only a very
vague sense of the unity of
the Bible evidence
Perhaps in his desire to avoid
those Christian interpreta-
tions which he refers to as
allegorizings, the author has
over-reacted and left himself
with the possibility of only

the most tenuous link bet-

ween Old and New Testa-
ment

This book, despite its
weaknesses, will provide

much useful information for
the discerning reader.

G. Goldsworthy

STUDENTS ON
MISSIONARY
PROMOTION

* From page 5

answer from amongst those
answering the questionnaire

The second session was ad
dressed by Rev B. Thit
chener of The Evangelical
Alliance Mission. His subject
being, Stirring Mission Sup-
port in the Churches.

Mr Thitchener showed that
there are wide open doors for
mission deputation work
amongst churches these days
as was evident recently when
he was able to plan a series of
meetings lasting seven weeks.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION

RANELAGH HOUSE

ROBERTSON
Phone: (048) 85 1253

Boronial Mansion heart of Southern

Highlonds. Tourist orea  Excellent

occommodation and food ot

reasonable toriff. Groups ond

conferences of reduced rates. Special

diets prepored. Pots
welcome

ainst.

of total exhaustion and was
so ill for several days after
wards that she had to take a
complete rest

FORGOO!

Yet, as her biographer Max
Caulfield
Leicester also as a turning
point ‘‘the Stalingrad and
El Alamein of her campaign;
thereafter the high tide of
Marxist student opposition
began to ebb as more
moderate people, while not
necessarily subscribing to her
views, tended towards the
opinion that she was being
unjustly vilified and abus
ed.”

Moreover, it was the
prelude to something even
more important, a happening
in which she sees the hand of
God unmistakeably at work
While she was ill, Malcolm
Muggeridge telephoned to ask
how she was.

When she told him, and
described the ‘‘debate’”, he
expressed outrage and anger,
and then, almost in despair,
asked, ‘‘Mary, what are we
going to do for these young
people?”’ As they talked,
they said, Why don’t we
have some great demonstra-
tion? Why don’t we have a
Festival of Light?** Thus the
idea was born, although it
was to be two years before it
was to become a reality.

L_SENIORMISTRESS |

It was similarly a concern
for young people which had
led Mary to found the
“Clean-Up TV' campaign,
which later became the Na
tional Viewers and Listeners
Association, back in 1964, In
those days she was Senior
Mistress, with responsibility
for Art, and also for the girls’
general welfare, at Madely
Secondary School, Shrop-
shire.

She became aware that cer-
tain BBC television pro-
grammes were contributing
to teenagers’ abandment of
restraints on sexual
behaviour. These working-
class youngsters confided
readily in their teacher, and
she could see that if they
could be left to their own in
clinations they would not
“walk tne road mapped out
for them by the libertarians
of our permissive society.”’

T'heir own common sense,
he found, indicated to them
that premarital sex wasn'’t
worth the candle. But now
these girls were exposed to a
new form of insecurity —
ack of moral guidance, or
even outright permissive pro
paganda, making them inno-
cent targets for every form of
commercial and emotional
exploitation.

NO PRUDE

Mary Whitehouse is no
prude, and she is emphatical-
ly not anti-sex. It is precisely
because she knows and values
sex in its God-given role as
part of a happy marriage that
she feels she must fight
against all that would pervert
and debase and degrade it.
Pornography is essentially
anti-sex — worse than that, it
is anti-people, anti-life,

Perhaps one of the reasons
that the tide seems to be turn-
ing for Mrs Whitehouse and
her colleagues in Britain and
elsewhere is that some began
to wonder why certain groups
of people were so fanatically,
almost hysterically determin-
ed that she should not be
given a chance to state her
case. It was as though they

records, she sees

lable”
h a baby is stoned to death. Bond launched
— 0r 50 he said — on the walls of gentl
or the infamous Moors murders!

The courage of Mary Whitehouse

In 1970, Mrs Mary Whitehouse
subject *“Thai Pornography Should be Freely Av:

accepted an invitation to take part in a debate at Leicester niversity on the

. Her opponent was the playwright Edward Bond, whose

the debate by referring to the
emen’s lavatories. He also suggested that she
In reply, for over forty minutes she straggled to
haos around her. Eventually the debate had to be abandoned.

Mary Whitehouse

were frightened that if she
were heard, she would be
heeded, because of the sheer
soundness of her cause.

NEWLEICESTER
RECEPTION

After the horror of
Leicester in 1970, for some
years Mrs Whitehouse under
standably refused invitations
to return. But in November
1976 she accepted. In her new
book ‘‘Whatever Happened
to Sex?”’ she writes of this
visit.  “‘Over 800 students
turned out to hear me speak,
which I did for threequarters
of an hour without interrup-
tion, followed by over an
hour of questioning on every
aspect of the permissive
society and the moral state of
the nation.

What a difference one
just felt that they were
hungry for reassurance and
for leadership. When I men
tioned, over dinner, the
amazing popularity of the
Bible Study at Cambridge, |
was told ‘But the same thing
is happening here!” "’

Next September, Mary
Whitehouse will be arriving
for a return visit to Australia.
She was first here in 1973
That trip was not without
hazards and hindrances, but

was in some sense a
triumph,
Now sixty-eight, this

mother of three married sons
is working harder than ever
at an age when one might ex-
pect her to want to settle back
to enjoy a grandmotherly
retirement.
As usual her main concern
will be the welfare of children
Child-Care not Child-
Abuse is to be the theme of
the tour. One of her most re:
cent triumphs was to see the
passing of a bill in the British
parliament outlawing child
pornography, as a result of a
petition of which she was the
1ain organiser.

Child pornography is porn
that employs children as
models for photographs in
which adults make use of
them as sex objects. It is not
only that the children abused

for the purpose of the
photographs are thus
violated, but all children

would be set at increased risk
if such pornography were to
proliferate. Amongst those
whose perversions are fed on
such filth are inevitably some
whose fantasies could spill

child
even

over into actual
molestation and
murder.

Of course this is only one
of the many distressing ways
in which children can be
abused and damaged
physically, emotionally and
morally by adult neglect and
exploitation. 1979 has been
designated the International
Year of the Child, and Mary
Whitehouse’s  visit -~ will
linked with the focus of that
year.

Mary Whitehouse is secing
in Britain much cause for en
couragement, a change of at
titude mainly among the
younger generation. Dare we
hope that in Australia also
the tide may be turning
against immorality and
towards an increasing
spiritual hunger for
forgiveness and the
righteousness that only
Christ can supply? We can
certainly pray that Mary
Whitehouse’s visit will prove
it so, and pray for her and
support her solidly.
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IMMACULATE 3/4 BEDROOM HOME
near Miranda Station. Details, etc, R.
6309

Burns (02) 521

3-PIECE PERIOD wing lounge suite by
Boyce & Brigden, moulded rubber
cushions, cedar finish, $325. 639 4089

PIONEER TUNER-AMPLIFIER AX 330,
25 watt and two speakers, $150. Sony
reel to reel stereo tape deck TC 355
§125. Phone: 639 4089

HAMMOND E300 Organ (Church Pre
sets' external speakers optional, $2495
122V Leslie speaker, $395. Phone:
522 4196,

FOR SALE Millard Caravan 15' x 8
(M158-10) 6-7 berth. Annexe, 15 months
old. Excel cond, Budgewoi. $3500. lan
Crook, 23 Trafalgar St, Young, 2504
Phone: (063) 82 2052.

FOR SALE: Datsun 1808 '75 Manual
good condition, rustproafed
radio/cassette. HMQ-508 (872 2690)

FOR SALE: Roofrack Fit Station
Waggon; very good condilion (872 2690)

WANTED TO BUY: Works by Sundar
Singh; Latin Book of Gommon Prayer;
Ferries of Sydney. Rev John Bunyan,
Asst Minister, 5t James' Church, King
Street, Sydney. 232 3592,

Pre

WHAT A WOR

by Lesley

Hicks

LD! |[E

apply in

CROWDED PEWS, LONELY PEOPLE

For what purpose does a local church exist? The message that used to come through most strongly to me was

expressed in slogans like ““The church that lives to itself will die by itself”’,
exists by burning’’, and in verses of §

or ““Woe is me if I preach not the gospel'’.

In more recent years I notice a different emphasis, no less
Biblical. ‘I am giving a new commandment to you now
love each other just as much as I love you. Your strong love
for each other will prove (o the world that you are my

disciples”. (John 13:34, 35)

“Let us stop just saying
that we love people; let us
really love them, and show it
by our actions’’. (1 John
3:18)

“Cheerfully share your
home with those who need a
meal or a place to stay for the
night’’, (1 Peter 4:9)

‘‘Share each other’s
troubles and problems, and
so obey our Lord’s com
mand’’. (Galatians 6:2)

Of course it's not an
either/or situation, but both.
A group of Christians living
in loving obedience to their
Lord will naturally be caring
for each other deeply; that
same obedience should mean
a concern- to share Christ
with those who do not know
Him whether near
neighbours or those ‘‘in the
uttermost parts of the earth’’.

“Crowded Pews and Lone
ly People” is a book by
Marion Leach Jacobsen
which deals realistically and
positively with personal rela
tionships, good and bad,
within churches. The setting
is American, but is on the
whole. highly applicable to
Australian churches.

PEOPLE CARING

T'he Armidale Diocesan
Board of Christian Educa
tion has produced a study
manual ‘“People Caring for
People’ which is to a large
extent based on Marion
Jacobsen’s book. Members
of our parish council used it
recently at a study weeken
and found it most helpfu
and practically challenging

Whether our
crowded or sparsely o
cupied, they are likely to con
tain a fair sprinkling of lone
ly people. Marion Jacobsen
wvrites in her introduction

pews are

“All Christians agree that
God's people should be
friendly, loving and compas
sionate, and multitudes of his
people are

‘‘Potentially there is no
fellowship on earth so sweet
and so satisfying as the
fellowship of men and
women who are genuinely
committed to Jesus Christ. If
individuals and groups fall
short of this potential, the
resulting problems cannot be
solved by denying that they
exist."

GALLUP POLL

* From page 2

members or have not attend
ed church except for special
occasions in the last six
months. They represent
about 41 per cent of the
population

T'he poll revealed that the
views of the churched and the
unchurched differ most
sharply on matters of per-
sonal freedom.

For example, while a
minority in both groups said
they would welcome greater
acceptance of sexual freedom
and of marijuana usage in the
future, the unchurched are
**far more likely’’ to welcome
such changes, according to
Gallup.

Gallup said that the survey
found that “many of the
churched have never in their
lifetimes invited anybody to
come to their church,”
though it was found that one
in five said they chose their
church  because somebody
asked them to come.

THEY LE

Dr Dean Hoge, a Catholic
University sociologist who
took part in the study,
pointed out that *‘the number
who left because of change in
the church was not as large as
the number who left because
of lack of changes.”” While
23 percent disliked tradi-
tional worship forms, 9 per-

WOOD COFFILL
FUNERALS

Phones: Metropolitan
(All Branches) 80 0396
Katoomba — 82 2411

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS
K. J. LITTLE
19 Barden Street
Arncliffe, 2205
Phone: 599 7348

cent said they disliked chang-
es fromtraditional forms

T'he survey showed that 64
percent of the unchurched
said they believe in Jesus as
God or the Son of God, and
68 percent believe in the
resurrection of Jesus

he Episcopal Church was
one of the first groups to join
the project as a sponsor and
contributor. The Rev Donald
W. Kimmick, Midland Park,
NI, served as a statistical
consultant to help in drafting
the questions and structuring
the survey.

Caution should be used in
applying the results of
Gallup’s poll indiscriminately
to Episcopalians, aecording
to the Episcopal Church’s
Statistical Officer, the Rev
John A. Schultz. *“The
number of Episcopalians in a
general population data base
as used by Dr Gallup is too
small to infer the same con-
clusions about unchurched
Episcopalians as about
Americans as a whole,”” he
said.

However, he pointed out,
advanced computer facilities
will be used by the Episcopal
Church in an effort to
discover any significant cor
relations applying to
Episcopalians.

Mr Schultz said that the
results of this specialised
study, along with other facts
still to be uncovered from the
llup poll, will be released
this fall.

At the same time, he said,
the Statistics Committee at
the Episcopal Church Center
in New York City, under the
chairmanship of Matthew
Costigan, treasurer, is engag
ed in developing a model for
surveying the opinions and
attitudes of Episcopalians.
When field testing has been
completed, he said, it is
hoped that a technique will
be available so that any agen-
cy in the Church will be able
to conduct statistically valid
surveys on attitudes and con
cerns of Church people.

cripture like “‘Go into all the world

INS and OUTS

She talks about the ‘‘Ins’
and the “Outs’. | think
every church must have
these. | first became con
scious of being an “‘Out’’ as a
fourteen-year “‘d newcomer

chu

alone’’

members
up, and their children as they
attended Sunday School. But

and ““The church exists by mission as fire
and preach the gospel to every creature

I remember one friend who

liligent were its

them

1.y many slong to Christ, yet
in a young. peoples many do belong to !n t, ye
Fellowship, People were still find themselves lonely ir

ey ! : q. the yet failing

friendly enough, but a girl
friend and 1 used to swap
complaints about how *‘out”
we felt. We both longed to be

“in"’

tant,

circle

to form worthwhile relation
ships
God

on

hallenge and

In this case our problem ouragement to live out in
was simply that we were out practice the Christian ethic of
outside God’s kingdom ceif oiving am con

r, and when bo

altoget!
us accepted Christ as Saviour
and Lord at a fellowshiy
houseparty, we

I
found
ourselves wonderfully includ

ed in the fellowship, in the
real sense of the word
Many in our cc ation
are ‘“‘out’’ because they are
not yet related personally to the

Jesus Christ. But it is tragic if
they feel excluded by reason

of our coldness, our ‘‘cli- ance

queyness’’ or our in
difference to them and their
needs. Others prefer to play

cool patterns,

the part of th

way a

government's intentions.
children are rebelling

what is best for them.
The problem is two-fold

authority le

where injustices or the

The 8Bishop
Speaks Out

. . . doing your own thing

One of the most disturbing trends in modern society is
that of the rejection of lawful authority
replacement of it with the understanding that we are
individually, or together with others, the final authority.
Hence, those who oppose uranium mining reject the
decisions of the elected government and, taking the law
into their own hands, try to stop the movement of the
mineral. Unionists who feel threatened by government’s
decisions or policies take unilateral action to thwart the
Even on the home front,
parental
authority, thinking that they are the real authority on

against

Followed to its logical
conclusion, it means that every man ends up doing what
is right in his own eyes and that means the complete
breakdown of society. Secondly, the rejection of lawful
Is to a failure
authority, that of Almighty God Himself. In fact, one
leads to an ever increasing demonstration of the other.
The rejection of God’s authority in our lives leads to a
rejection of the lawful authorities

Individually and corporately, we have
to monitor the activities of every human authority and
God's
standards occur, to call them back to a recognition of
the God before whom every one of us will one day stand
and to whom each of us is finally responsible

the final

responsibility

the
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Testaments

Newly printed Engenni and

Mambila New Testaments
just completed were the first

GRAFTON to be processed on the mini-

Rev A. Jackson was computer and line computer
ordaine Deacon at St installed at the Wycliffe Cen-
Mary’s, Ballina tre in Buckinghamshire.

Rev T. Richardson was One of the main ad
ordained Deacon at St vantages of the system is the
Mary's, Ballina omputer’s error-detecting

Rev J. Bowie was ordained facility. The text is typed on a

Deacon at Church of Our typewriter-style keyboard

Computerised | ENTER CARDINAL HUME ... EXITDR PAISLEY

Lady, Bonalbo

Rev F. Horton
ordained Deacon at
Bellingen

Captain Rev J. McKnight
was ordained Deacon at St
Mary's, Ballina.

was

Errors can be corrected by
back spacing and retyping. A
econd typing
form of proof-reading and
produces a tape with a high
degree of accuracy

The print-out of the tape is

serves as a

Rev R. Sharwood then used for the character by
Assistant Minister of St character proof-reading
James, King St, Sydney has In addition to its error
been made rector of Dorrigo detecting capabilities, the

Very Rev StJ Edwards will comp-'iter enables the
transfer from Christ Church ranslator to make numerous
Cathedral, Grafton to checks and corrections
Diocese of Melbourne in without disturbing the other,
November already correct material

New Dean for
Evangelical Seminary

The Rt Rev Alfred Stanway, the first Dean of
Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry has announced
his retirement effective October, 1978.

Upon Bishe Stanway’s
retirement, the new Dean of
the Trinity Episcopal Scheol

year. At that time there were
seventeen full-time stude
On opening day this year at

for Ministry will be the Rev least fifty students are ex
John Rodgers, ThD, who, pected

before his appointment as The selection of The Rev
Dean, was senior Professor Dr Rodgers to replace the

retiring dean was made by a
unanimous vote of the Board
cent post before coming to of Trustees of the seminary.
Trinity was as Deputy Prin Dr Rodgers graduated
cipal of Ridley College of the from the US Naval Academy
University of Melbourne, in 1954 and, after serving in
Australia. Previously, he had  the Marines for one year, he
served as Bishop of Central resigned to study for Holy
Tanganyika from 1951 to Orders at the Virginia
1971. Bishop Stanway’s work  Theological Seminary and
there has been described in obtained his Doctor of
Bishop Stephen Neill's book, Theology degree in 1963
Call to Mission from the University of Basel,
Bishop Stanway's reputa- Switzerland. Dr Rodgers is
tion not only as a recognised Chairman of the Board of

at the seminary
Bishop Stanway’s most re

evangelist, but as a disciplin Editors of the Canterbury
ed organiser made him the Press and the author of
perfect choice to be the first Theology of Peter Taylor
dean of the evangelical new Forsyth published in London
Trinity Episcopal School for in 1965.

Before coming to Trinity in
1976, Dr Rodgers had been
Professor of Systematic

Ministry near Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania
Although the

did

school

not open officially until 1976, Theology at Virginia
Bishop Stanway came to Theological Seminary since
America in 1975 to plan and 1963. In 1975-76 he was

the seminary’s MNean

following

Chaplain and Associate

organise for
first classes the of Students at Virginia
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As the e‘\r_t'hl?ishup of Westminster, Cardinal Basil Hume enters the Palace of Westminster’s Crypt Chapel, Dr fan Paisley,
Ulster Unionist MP for North Antrim, leaves. Dr Paisley was protesting at the first Roman Catholic mass being held in the

chapel since the Reformation.

FLYING BIBLEMAN

lan Sexton, aged 36, married, with two daughters, has been appointed the Bible
Society Representative in Northern Australia. He will be based in Darwin and will fly
the Society’s Cessna 182 over the Kimberleys in Western Australia, the Northern
Territory and Western Queensiand.

His task will be to co Australia. He will move to
operate with churches, Chris- INSERVICE Darwin after Christmas.
tian organisations and in- TRAINING The General Secretary of
dividuals in circulating the After joining The Bible The Bibel Society in
Scripturcs . Society on September 25, lan Australia, the Reverend
The Aerial Colporteur, as gavion will have a few mon- James Payne, said that a

large number of applications
had been received. Occupa
tions represented inciuded
clergymen, a medical practi-
tioner, a bio-chemist, a
psychologist and school
teachers.

Many were of high calibre

he will be known, will have
more than 500 cattle stations
on his list and all the mining
towns in that vast area. In the
first year of operation he is
expected to fly more than 300
hours and to cover at least
50,000 kilometres

" SERVICE W
QANTAS -

Ian Sexton has been with {
Qantas since leaving school
He began as an apprentice
aircraft maintenance
engineer, moved up to the
post of instructor in the Ap
prentice School and since
1972 has held an ad-
ministrative post as Engineer-
ing Service Sales Co
ordinater

He began flying in 1976
and has 250

hours to his ¥
( addition to his &
private licence he has com- -

credit. In
pleted five subjects towards
his commercial licence.

In Christian activities lan
Sexton has been a youth
leader, Sunday School
Superintendent and Deacon.
le has served as a New South
Wales State Council member
of the missionary Aviation
Fellowship since 1964 and

ths inservice Bibe
training at the National
Headquarters, Canberra;
Sydney Bible House and in
Perth with the former Aerial
Colporteur, Mr Trevor G.
Booth, who is now State
Secretary in Western

Society

Deputation Convenor for P
that Council since 1974. He ﬂ &é 4 4
and his family are active w—

members of the Gymea Bap-  lan Sexton, Bible Society of Australia representative in Nor-

tist Church.

thern Australia.

NEW NSW CMS
GENERAL SECRETARY

The Revd Peter Tasker has accepted the invitation to be the NSW General
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society. Peter has been the Assistant General
Secretary for some 18 months and has carried the burden of Actirg General Secretary
of the Branch for the past few months. Peter is not new to the Society and will bring
various experiences that can only help in his new position.

Moore
College and
served as Curate in the
parishes of West
Wollongong, Chatswood and
Engadine/Heathcote.

In 1968, he and his wife
Joan entered St Andrew’s
Hall, Melbourne for a year’s
training before going to
Malaysia where Peter was the
pastor of St George's Church
in Penang. They served in
Malaysia from 1969-1977.

On his return to Australia
Peter ‘“‘helped out’” while
Revd John Turner, then

Peter trained at

Theological

General Secretary of the
NSW Branch, was overseas.
A few months later he
succeeded Revd J. A. Taylor
as Assistant General
Secretary and now, has taken
up his new position. CMS

If the evangelist’s choice in
employing ‘‘the invitation™" is
an optional one it cannot
have scriptural evidence to
warrant it, for in that case the
evangelical preacher would
be under an obligation and
have no option.

— fain Murray

Rev Peter Tasker

and it had been difficult to
reach a final decision. ‘““We
have an outstanding man to
tackle a strategic and
challenging task’’, Mr Payne
said.

“FAMILY FESTIVAL"
AT RACECOURSE

A fleet of 26 buses and
several hundred vehicles
recently brought together
over 2500 north coast
Anglicans for a Family
Festival day at the Grafton
Racecourse. From Tweed
Heads in the north to Port
Macquarie in the south they
came together for a eucharist
concelebrated by the Bishops
of Grafton and Waiapu
(Napier, NZ), and 44
Diocesan priests,

A large platform had been
erected for the day in front of
the grandstands, and follow-
ing the service and picnic
lunch the folk musical *‘It's
Cool in the Furnace’’ was
presented by the combined
fellowship groups of the
Richmond-Tweed area

The Bishop of Waiapu, the
Rt Revd Paul Reeves, later
spoke to the gathering on the
changing role of the Church
and ministry of both ordain-
ed and laity.

ITALY'S
CHRISTIAN
STATIONS

Since the monopoly held
by the State-controlled RAI
Broadcasting System  was
broken in 1974 more than
2000 commercial radio sta-
tions have opened in Italy.

Among these are -eight
Christian FM stations
operated by Back to the Bible
Broadcasters Inc, an
American religious group.
The evangelical stations
operate 24-hours.

COLSON'S GIFT

Charles Colson, the former
President xon aide who
become a Christian while in
prison for his part in the
Watergate affair, has said he
will donate money from the
film of his book Born Again
to the work of the Prison
Fellowship, because of the
““deplorabie’’ conditions he
witnessed while an inmate.
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OPTIC BIBLE REVIVAL |

7000 Coptic Christians gather for two hours of Bible study in Alexandria
every Friday night, according to Bishop Antonious Markos, the Biskop of African
Affairs who is presently in Australia.

He outlined the revival that had come to the Coptic Church of
Egypt which commenced some 45 years ago with Bible Classes, Youth
Movements and Sunday Schools led by university graduates in a
situation where a poor, depressed and persecuted church had been
conducting a holding operation for centuries in the face of Islam.

Today the Coptic Church has 7"2 millien members
in a country of 39 million followers of Islam. The
Church has spread into other areas of Africa with

congregations in  Sudan,

Libya,

Uganda, Algeria,

Nigeria, Guinea and Tanzania with links also in Xenya,

Zaire,

Commenting on the Chris-
tian situation in Ethiopia,
Bishop Markos who is a
surgeon and worked there for
ten years, spoke of the aim
of that government t(o

geria, Ghana and Swaziland.

demolish the church. Many
Christigns are now in prison,
as members are forced to at-
tend party meetings of the
Marxist government which
are heid at the same time as

church services. The Bishop
also said that in spite of at-
tempts to preach communism
in the churches, members
were ‘‘too faithful to Christ”
o be persuaded.

The Coptic Church which
its origins back to the
preaching of the Gospel by
Mark in Alexandria, has
sought to meet the needs of
its congregations by a

'

& Ay

For the report on opening see page 3.

AUSTRALIAN BISHOPS AT LAMBETH

Part of the delegation of Australian Bishops processing outside Westminister Abbey prios
to attending the special service in connection with the Lambeth Conference.

theological programme con
ducted at three levels

University graduates are
able to undertake an exten-
sive theological course on an
evening basis, while men who
have reached matriculation
level undertake a full-time
course. Provision for training
for service in villages and
remote areas from men with
less formal education is done
on a regional basis. This
means that according to a
man’s ability he is trained to
meet the needs of his peers.

Because of the pressures of
Islam, the percentage of
nominal Christians is very
small indeed. Evangelism is
nndertaken basically through
he life style of the Christians
and it is this witness that has
brought about conversions
froin Islam.

The Coptic Church is also
committed to a strong pro
gramme of instruction for

children and young people
whose parents are Christian.
An extensive literature pro-
gramme is also being run by
the church and this has kept
abreast of the growing needs
of the members.

18,000

COPTICS
The Coptic Church is
about 18,000 strong in

Australia and part of Bishop
Markos’ visit to Australia
was for the purpose of
visiting these congregations.

The Bishop spoke warmly
of his own faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and said how
strategic the Bible study and
teaching programme had
been in the revival of the
Coptic Church

Bishop Markos spent time
in Tanzania where he learnt

Bishop Marxos

Swahili and was allowed to
practice medicine by the
government because of the
medical needs of his con-
gregation. He was able to
prepare twelve leaders in
T'anzania who after further
training in Egypt were able to
return home as ordained
ministers of the church

He explained the accept-
ability of Coptic missionaries
in countries of Islamic
dominance on the basis that
the church was seen, not as a
western missionary agency,
but as a home grown African
church with origins pre-
dating the rise of Islam.

SUDDEN
EMERGENCE
OF CHINESE

CHURCH

LEADERS

China watchers were amaz-
ed at the sudden appearance
of Church leaders at the Fifth
National People’s Congress
held recently in Peking. For
the past fourteen years little
or nothing has been heard of
these men.

Those who know the
Chinese scene say that all five
leaders were men who played
leading roles in the revolu-
tion.

One of the best known is
K. H. Ting, who was former
ly a bishop of the Anglican
Church in China and who is
now president of the Nanking
United Theological
Seminary.

Another well known leader
was Y. T. Wu, the founder of
the three-self movement of
China, he was elected Deputy
Chairman of the People’s
Congress.

Y. T. Wu, who is now over
80, worked with Chou-en Lai
on the principies of church
activity in a Communist
state.

Religion in East Germany
Bible in Law
lain Murray, Albert Martin Coming 1879 pé

When

concern was expressed about
Marxist influences on the World Council of Churches

/1_!;_&

of persecution and so encourage refugees to return to

possible

with the entry of the Russian Orthodox Church into that
body a number of years ago, such concerns were greeted
with derision. Three areas involving the WCC will give
rise to concern among thoughtful Christians about such
influences in 1978,

Firstly through its regional arm, the Christian
Conference of Asia, the WCC supports a Christian
commune in Sri Lanka whose printed liturgy provides
for the singing of the Communist Internationale in the
service of Holy Communion and a Litany to the saints
among whom are listed Marx, Mao and Ho. Its daily
activities revolve around the reading of standard
revolutionary works. ‘It had to be seen to be believed”
was the comment of a person who lived in the commune
for a week.

Secondly, an Australian Council of Churches’ news
release published in the Church Record, June 12 stated
$170,180 had been given by the ACC since 1974 to
Indochina. It was part of $7 million given by WCC who
also has the confidence of those governments to
organise a reconstruction consuitation held in Hong
Kong. The statements of the Vietnam Peace Committee
at the consultation indicates that some churches or
Christian organisations are not ‘“‘ready’” to have
relationships with the outside world and named the
Evangelical Church of Vietnam, a number of whose
ministers have been killed and others are in prison. The
secretary for the ACC Division of World Christian
Action who attended the consultation said the
Vietnamese representatives were keen to alleviate fears

their homeland.

SAINT MARX

Australian Council

of Churches was at
Council meeting which gave the grant to Rhodesian

the WCC

The approval of the Three-self Marxist dominated
Church in Mainland China and the support of their
counterparts in Vietnam reflects the consistent policy of
WCC.

Thirdly, the recent decision of the WCC to give a
further $A73,900 to the Patriotic Front of Rhodesia
comes in the wake of the raping and murder of thirteen
missionaries.

The ACC commenting on the murders suggests that
in the face of the Patriotic Front's denial of
responsibility the Government of Rhodesia could well
be responsible. One would have thought that ail
Christians would have been so repelled by the senseless
killing of missionaries and their helpless children, that
the WCC would have thoroughly investigated the
matter before channeling further aid to a group who
have killed their feilow countrymen, a number of whom
were our fellow Christians.

How must Bishop Muzorewa and the Reverend N.
Sithole, two key figures of the transitional government
feel especially since they have been placed on the death
list for signing *“‘the Judas Contract".

According to the Sydney Morning Herald, August 12,
a spokesman for the WCC in Geneva stated that no
controls were placed on the grant to the Patriotic Front
because they trusted the Front to use the money for the
support of humanitarian work among those seeking
liberation. The ACC Accounts for 1977 show that
$21,464 was sent to “‘Rhodesia’’

T'he same report indicated that the Secretary

of the

nationals in Botswana, Mozambique and Zambia, and
noted that several Australian churches were members of
the WCC

T'he ACC was originally set up to be a voice for the
opinions of its member churches as indeed was the
WCC. The Anglican Church at the last ACC meeting
expressed its dissatisfaction with the ACC because of its
‘‘preoccupation with socio-political issues that had little
relevance to the Australian scene’’. A polite way of
putting it. There is a growing awareness among all
brands of Anglicanism that the professional ecumenists
have secured the WCC and the ACC for their own
particular position which is not the ecumenical stance. It
is not reflecting that of the member churches.

The Anglican Church gave the ACC $14,400 last year
to perform the job of expressing its opinions in concert
with other Australian Churches. It is right to ask in the
aftermath of the Rhodesian killing of the missionaries
whether the Secretary of the ACC consulted the
President and members of the Executive about the way
to vote for the allocation of funds to the Patriotic Front
or did she simply as a paid staff member of the ACC
simply go her own way?

This editorial is not saying that our church
representatives on the ACC are Marxists, that would be
quite untrue. The deep concern of Australian Christians
must surely be how it has come about that Saint Marx
wields such an influence in the WC(C
reflect the opinions of member churches

whose aim is to

‘ HOB&E COLLEGE
LIBRARY
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