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COURAGE
FOR THE DAYS AHEAD

Scripture: Joshua 1:9; | Chronicles 19:13

On a bitter, cold night IlBebruary | was walking
in Whitehall, London, near Westminster Abb ey. Nightfall
in London,| have discoveredften hasa penetrating
chill to it, for the climate is damp and the cold gets to
you. That eveningthe Londonersthemselvewere all
muffled up as they rushed towardinthergroundr
stood in lono- queues patiently waiting for buses. It was
a typical sce®e of a vast city getting ready for the night.

Towering into the darkness of coming night were the
Housesof Parliament,and from atop themtherenow
suddenly sounded the chimes of one of the most famous
clocks in the world, known as Big Ben -so named, |
understand, because the commissioner of works when it
was hupo- was a man named Benjamin Hall. The enormous
sledo-e hammer whittikes the bell woke mto rever-
bera®ion thirtemnd one halfons of metal and with
crashing,yet melodiousand deep-throatedound, the
hour of six rang out over the city.

Few peopleare aware thathesechimessoundtwo
lines from an old hymn: "So hour by hour be Thou my
guide, kept by Thy power no step will slide." So it is
that the government buildings of a great nation founded
on the Christian faith tell the people hour by hour, even
quarter hour by quarter hour, that a person must have
courage and that courage is derived from the knowledge
that God is with you.

A friend of mine told me of seeing the last will and
testamendf a ruggedfrontiersmarof the Old West.
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This will had onviously been made without benefit of agyd afterwards a grizzled old professor took me to his
lawyer.lt is only three sentendesg.The man mis  house for midday dinner. He was a lovable character.
spelled many words. His writing is €hedevill is  And we sat by the fire that winter afternoon and talked.
written on a rough piece of paper. But the thinkinghdiat| made ready to go he said, "Son, before you go
went into it was sound thinking. Here it is: | want to give you something. I've given it to a good
“This here is my last will and testament. | ain't .gotf@ny young men. The factis, | keep a supply on hand."
money to leave you, nothin' exceptin' our old CabifWHa{d he gave me was a little book by J. M. Barrie,
Buck (presumably a hasd) my two guns. But | dohjs immortal essay on courage. And | kept it for many
leave you somethin' worth a parcel more than m@agy. Finally loanedit to anotheyoung man and
l. A man's word that is as good as his bond, 2. Fgitfieindid see it again. | hope it still makes the rounds.
the Lord Jesu8, Courageso you won't be afraid of Byt when he handed the book the professud,
nothin' or nobody." "There are many things you can live without. You can
Thus speaks, if | may say so, the great American spikie withoutmoneyyou can live withouthealth,you
that made this nation. The man had no money teahaaden live without education. But one thing you can
down. But what is money compared with integrithanflve without is courage. So read this essay. It will
honesty©Or comparedith faith? Or compared with  help you build courage for the days ahead."

courageMWell,| never met that old frontigrémian Now of course the wisest book ever written, the Bible,
| havemetmen ofgreatculturewho gavethe same  has a great deal to say about courage. There is that pas
advice. sage in Joshuzhapter |, verse 9, which is the classic

When | was about twenty-two years of age andex@®n courage: "Be strong and of a good courage; ( what
preached only three or four sermons, | was invitedudill in these wordss) not afraid, neither be thou
neverknowhow) to preachone Sunday at Wesleyan dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whitherso
University in Connecticut. That was quite an experiaRgethou goest." No matter what, no matter how many
To begin with, chapel at Wesleyan was compulsogjfficulties, what dark clouds, what trouble, God is always
which wasn't good. | mean, it doesn't make the py@@cheiu. Hang on to that thought.
more popular for his hearers to be compelled to be themhen there is a passage Ghronicles which tells
Moreover, at Wesleyan they allowed applause - not clapsout King Joab, king of Israel, when he was about to
ping, but snappingf the fingerst theyliked your do battle with the Syrians and the Ammonites. The king's
sermonthe boys snapped their finfetey didn't,  prother was with him asa kind of a subordinate officer.
they rubbed their feet. | won't tell you which thexndidvhen they had hastily deployed their forces against
for me. But to stand before a thousand boys wheReY&#vancing armies of the Ammonites and Syrians, a
are only twenty-two years old yourself and try tofgpreRidble host, Joab said to his brother, "Be of good
them a sermon - I'll never forget it! courage, and let hehave ourselves valiantly for our
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people . . . and let the Lord do that which is good in The other day | was in Charlottesvitiginia and

his sight." stood in front of the Monticello Hotel looking at that enor
Now there is a speech for you that is worth its weightmous statue of Stonewall Jackson. Now Jackson is one

in gold! "Let us behaveourselvessaliantly."Do you of the greatest military men this nation ever produced.

behave yourself valiantly? Or are you like those of our Robert E. Lee called him "my strong right arm." When

soft, effete generation who whine and whimper and crawl Jackson was killed, Lee wept. Well, one time when Jack

through life on their hands and knees, piteously petition son was planning an attack in the Valley of the Shenan

ing somebody to make things easy for them? That isn't doah that would require ingenuity, skill and great daring,

the way this country came into being, and that isn't thea subordinate general wdaw the difficulties inherent

way it will go onin greatneseither."Let us behave in the operation came to him and Yaaheral,I'm

ourselves valiantly." You have to have something on the afraid of this. | fear this is dangerous.'Or words to

ball to do that. You have to be a real man or a real woman  that effect.

and not a willy-nilly. But Christians are supposed to be Jackson put his hand on the shoulder of his general

that way. We are supposed to behave ourselves valiantlyand said, "General, never take counsel of your fears." If

and let the Lord do that which is good in His sight. Be you takecounsel of your fedisten to your fears, sit

have valiantiy and He will take care of the rest of it. at the feet of your fears, you will act according to your

"Well," you say, "this all sounds very wellyvbut fears. So take counsel of courage.
can | have courage? | don't feel very courageous. In fact, Courage, like money in the bank, is something you lay
| feel weakand | am full of fear. How can | have up. You just don't pluck courage out of the air. You de
courage?" velop couraggou grow it. The flowers we enjoy had
All right. The answeris: think courage,act with to grow from bulbs or seeds. They didn't just spring out
couragepray for courage.Let us discussthesethree of the ground full formed. It is the same with courage.
points one by one. You have to grow it, develop it, nurture it, step it up.
First: Start thinking courage.We becomewhat we But if by thinking courage and taking counsel of courage

think. There is a law of attraction in this world whereby you do grow your courage from a seedling, then when
like responds to like. If you send out thoughts of fear, crises come, as they will to every human being, you will
what are you going to get back? Fear. If you constantly instinctively act with courage. And by acting with courage
sendout thoughtsf weaknessyhatare you going to in a crisis you may save your whole life and your whole
get back? Weakness. If you constantly send out thoughts future.

of defeat, what will you get back? Defeat. But, on the Recently | was reading Rbader's Digest which

contrary, if you think thoughts of courage,. then couragel think is one of the finest periodicals published in this
will flow to youThe more courageouyour thinking, countrybecausédt standsfor the moral bestand for

the greater the results will be. idealism -and | reada rather somber article about
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mysterious air crashes. It seems that the effectpwf mipd that, as the old frontlierama.n % you
P€€  bulence at high altitudes, or even at low altitudes fébetastaid of nothin' or nobody." This isn S-y'th' .
his matterare nonetoo well understoodind thisposes ishard. But it is the first rule for having courage: thin
’ trickyproblems. The article described among other €nitigge. . .
in the case of a big jet that was passing over Nebrd¥kd tbggecondule is to act courageous Wde’?h ;
be! " day back in 1963 when the pilot saw ahead an enéitmiseRilldied, | think many peoptemembere h'ah had
SOf  |ine of sinister-looking black thunderclouds. He gBetp#rg among many things in this man dW Ic al
thr  mission to climb to thirty-eight thousand feet to getnapesgsed the world: his philosophy ofllx!ng angar]ous y.
in®  those clouds. But up there he ran into the worshuigill saidlive dangerously. Take”t" IVQIQS as ; ey .
thE  lence, he said, that he ever experienced in all ¢9B@lyiRgead naught and all will be well." We usually ge
bt careerThere was aeries of profound joTsen it according as we act. And we all have built into us a
OU  was as if an enormous column of air seized the plageratity for acting with courage. . .
ba  thrust the nose upward, and then it wendnipto a If | were younger | think | would go into mountain
an  slanting dive. The further it fell the faster it felJimhéng. | admire the men who climb mountains. | wlas
th,  rush of air against the plane became so strongreading: recently about Edward Whymper, who on July I
an  froze the contrals, that nothing could be done widh 1865 became the first man to complete a successfu
ha them. climb of the Matterhorn. Prior.to that time peop_le Ilvmg
Now the pilot had a choice. Either he could juBt itfopécinity used to say this mOUEta'C? was tnhabltli_\d
€3 the plane would somehow come out of it or he couRytg¥d spirits who would throw rocks down at peop g
' a daring action which might right the plane or mighTlgse were landslides, but the superstitious local people
€0 integrate it. He had no time to think about it. He keught the rocks were thrown by evil spirits. And very
react intuitivelfpind he gavéhe planemore power. few mountaineers had attempted tQ 'ascelnd the Matter
€O This was extremely dangerous because the spedwrof fan it presented formidable difficulties. .
P¢  ing had alreadpassedhe limit of speedwhichthe Edward Whymper was a young English artist w ﬁ tah Al
framework of the plane was designed to withstdiREwiEaMMissioned by a London publisher t(I)' Sb'e c .
th  safety. Buas he had hoped, the controls unfroze an®ift: peaks. He went all out for mountain climbing a !
T plane leveled out at twelve thousand feet, leavifgvéifeped an almost obsessive ambition to scale the Ma
w nine passengers limp from the terrifying experietRi@omésteepicy peak.In four yearshe madesix —_
€ had been through, but thanking God that the m#BUgEeSSfUl attempts. Then on the seventh try he reache
91 sat in that cockpit was one who could think cotifga&oih .
o) a chsls. " With Whymper that day were three other Englishmen
S5 So if you wantcouragefor the daysaheadthink and three Swiss guides -a party of seven in all. They
W' courage until you become a courage thinker. Mdlas w@shieved the heights; they marveled at the breath-
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taking view; they put up an improvised flag; they wehat an experien_ce! Although Edward Whymper was
gay; they were happy. They had conquered the Mat@o modest to put it so, this was undoubtedly a case of
horn. But they reckoned without the descent. one man's couraggving three. The other two went to

On the way down one of the Englishmen slipped BIffesbut Whymper facing possibleimminentdeath
fell against a Swiss guide so that the guide also lo q.t;gnt by moment for two hours, held \&teaicty.er
foothold, and these two plunging downward dragged wifHS eelings, he_ could still act with courage. He seems to
them two other of the Englishmen - to whom they weR&Ve knovyn thls so well that no question about it even
attached by rope - and the four of them went tumblifgtered his mind. Act as though you have courage and
from precipice to precipice four thousand feet to th&fru Willhave it.
deathsThis left Whymper and the two other guides, one Herbert Spencer, the English philosogh@mother
Peter Taugwaldeand his son, also called Peter. The man who demonstrated this. He didn't climb a mountain
Taugwalders froze with terror. And here is Whymper'gf stone, but he climbed a mountain of faith in his study.

description of what followed: For my knowledge dfiis achievement am again in

"The young man did nothing but scream and sob, ‘fpted tBeader's Digesthough | don't want you to
are lost! we are lost!" Fixed between thé deudd get the idea that is where | obtain all my information!
neither movep nor down.| beggedyoung Peter to Herbert Spencer at age forty had a nervous breakdown
descendbut he dared not. Unless he did, we could f&d had such terrible pains in his head that he had to
advance. OldPeter becamealive to the danger,and take opiumto sleepnights. Yet in the midst of these

swelled the cry, 'We are lost! we are lost!" The fatﬁ%@'e headaches he began a ten-volume Syorthetic

fearwas natural - he trembled for his son; the youn§Nifosghy.Finally he got so he could only dictate for

man's fear was cowardly - he thought of self aione.t@@mmutesat a time five times aday. That is fifty

lastold Petersummoned up couraged changed his mmutes a day m all. But in that manner he finished his

position to a rock to which he could fix thethepe; Work.

young man then descended, and we all stood together .,. Fo@every one of us at one time or another the going

For more than two hours afterwartlsoughtalmost 1s gomg to get very tough. But you have jtbin you

every moment, that the next would be rioy thet; the grace of God and the Lord Jesus Christ, to do what

Taugwaldersitterly unnervedyere not onljncapable you are §upposed tdo. So firstis to thinkcourao-e.

of giving assistance, but were in such a state that a€sfpd is to act with courage. And third is to pray for

might have been expected from them at any momé&Qurage. | bege aperson should pray for courage as

Several times old Peter turned with ashy face and fARePrays fohis daily bread. God will give it to you,

ing limbs and said, with terrible emphasis, 'l cannotPecause Hewillgive you Himself. Let me illustrate.
"About six p.m. we arrived at the snow upon the ridge Q-Uite recentlgt a prayer breakfast in Washino-ton

descending towards Zermatt, and all peril was over.attended by the President and Vice President, Supr@me
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Court Justices, members of Congress and others, General
Harold K. Johnson, Chief of Staff of the United States
Army, related an instance from his life:

Fourteeii years ago, during the Korean War, General
Johnson found himself one night in charge of a handful
of American fighters holding a dreary stretch of deserted
road to cover a retreat. Just "a lonely commander" he
was, as he describes it, fearful for the safety of the men
he was leading and wondering if he could carry out his
assignment and still give them a chance to survive.

"I was very troubled," he said, "so | just shut my eyes
and talked to God, right there on that cold, frozen road.
| asked His help. And out of the still of the night, as if
from a greatdistance came God's voice saying, 'Be
strong, have no fear, | am with you.' " From that moment
he had no fear, only a deep sense of peace. And he and
his men had the courage they needed to fight their way
out of that situation.

So: "Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest." Let us therefore behave
ourselves valiantly.

Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the
great gift of courage which comes to us out of our own
minds as we think it; of courage which comes to us out
of acting courageouslycouragereproducingcourage;
and of that couragehich wereceivefrom Theethe
Author of courage, through our prayers. Help us to be
have ourselves valiantly. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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