Phone 295 6912 26th February, 1974

Rev. Bruce Reddrop,

Chairman,

Committee on Co-operation of Men and
Women in Chureh, Family and Society,

LIELBOURNE,,

Dear Mrs; Reddirop,

At the session dealing with reports from the
Australian Couneil of Churches at our recent National Committee
Meeting, the following resolution was passed ¢oncerning the report
from the Committee on Co-operation of Men and Women in Church,
Family and Societyi-

"That the report of the Committee should not be received
because our representative does not believe the report
was authorised by the Committee".

The working document "Legal Love" was duplicatod
and given to each member of the National Committes, and; to say the
least, caused aome consternation. It will doubtless be talked about
and 4t may be that you will hear someof the comments which ngy be useful
if more work is being done on the subject. '

Mrs., Olive Ackland resigned aas Secretary at the

above Meeting, so0 would you please address any future correspondence
to me, Thank you.

VWith Christian gréetings,

Yours sincersly,

(Mrs. J. B. Murchland)
Sscretary, Working Committee, A.0.W.)



Australian Council of Churches

ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
President: The Revd. Neil Gilmore General Secretary: The Revd. Frank G. Engel
THIRD FLOOR, 401A PITT STREET, SYDNEY 2000 [ ] TELEPHONE: 26 2901 (STD AREA CODE — 02)
POSTAL ADDRESS: BOX J111, BRICKFIELD HILL 2000 [ ] TELEGRAMS: “ECUMENICAL,” SYDNEY

23rd April, 1974,

Dear Mrs. Murchland,

Thank you for the report of the National Committee meeting
of the A.C.W. which we were glad to have. We duplicated this
and made it available to the members of our Executive.

The A«CeC. Executive committee ratified the alterations to
your constitution.

We have noted that the relationship to the Committee on the
Co-operation of Men & Women has been discontinued, and that we
should seek to put something in its place. We are raising with
our Commission on Christian Education, your request for relationship
with them. 0On the other hand, we do not wish to finalise this
matter until we receive the results of an enquiry being made by
the Status of Women Commission of the N.S.W. State Council., so
that we might tave the benefit of any information coming from
that enquiry before settling the patterns of relationship.

We expect that this will be completed about August, when a
National Conference on the Status of Women is being held.

With good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Gk B [

FRANK G. ENGEL
GCeneral Secretary
Mrs. JeBs Murchland.
33 Wilson Terrace,
Glenelg East,
S.A. 5045,



33 Wilsen Tce.,
GLEUDRG EAST, __S.A. 5045

8th May, 1974.

Misa Thelma Skillexr,
Divigion of World Christisn Aetien,
Bex 1117, P.0.,

BRICKWIRLD AILLs . N,S.UW. 3000
Dear Hiss Skiller,

When talking with Misa Jean Skusée when we wers in
Molbourne receéntly, she suggested that I should write to yous I undew—
stand from her that you have had a elose liaison with A.C.W. in the past
and we would weléome you back here.

We wrote recently to Mr: Engel suggesting that 4.C:Cs
mighf help in future with travel arrangeucnts for dur Winifred Kiek Sehelax...
and he hasreplied that he ¢onsiders this idea a good one. He may &l raady
have spoken to you, but we feli that as you had previous experience with
our work, it would be good if you could help in this matter; and we would
be grateful if you sould ensourage this suggestioen in any way posaible.

It did seem %0 the Working Ocmmittee that if A.C.C.
makes arrangements for overseas students to come to Australia from time Ho
timé§, it might be much simpler all round if our Scholar's travel arrangements
were handled by the same person rather than the variety of Convencrs whe will
be appeinted from time to time in the various States.

We would appreciate any semments you would like #o make,

In Christian service,

Yours sincerely;

(Mrﬂa J. B, Murohlard,
" Secretary, Working Committee, A.0.W.)



GLEWELC EAST.

SuA.

8th May, 1974

Rev. Cliff Wright,

Commission om Christian Education,
100 Plinders Styeet,

ILLB . CiTR.  VIC. 3000

Dear Dr. Wright,

I am writing to advise that I heve taken over the
duties of Seeretary of the Working Committee of A.C.W. from Mra.
Ackland and any literature eto. addressed be tustralian Church Women

should now be forwarded to the above address.

At the recent National Commithee Meoting, a reseolubion
was passed that we should seek to ebtain representetien on the Oommisaion
on Christian Bducation snd we underatend that My: Bugel will be diseussing
this with you if he has not slready done 80;

We see such an mppoinfment as an &vemue through which
your work sould be echennelled through to women's gwoups throughout
Australia, smd we would be pleased $o éncourage women’s groups to study
liteérature which you have prepared.

Yours sincerely,

(lrs- J- Bo lumhlandj
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.W.)



Australian Council of Churches
o\l Mq

5—--—% COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

ﬁa Telegrams: ““Ecumenical’’ Melbourne 100 Flinders Street
- Executive Secretary: Melbourne Vic. 3000
The Rev. Dr. C. J. Wright Tel. 635814

May 16, 1974

Mrs. J. B. Murchland
33 Wilson Terrace
GLENELG EAST S.A. 5045

Dear Mrs. Murchland
Thank you very much for your letter of May 8.
I'll bring the issue to the next meeting of the Commission. I personally am
very keen on the proposal that A, C, W, should belong in the A, C.C. Commission
on Christian Education. I don't think there will be any obstacle.
Shalom,

beeffend ) -

Clifford J. Wright
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Baptist, Churches of Christ, Church of England, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, The Salvation Army



33 Wilson Tﬂ.o.
GLETELG RASE. _ Seh. 5045
2let June, 1974,

L‘rs. DG umm’
89 Cheitennem Street,

R

At the Hational Qommittee kecting in Pedruary, the li.S.W,.
State "nit wao asked to find & suitadle representative who would correspond
with the Vorking Cormittee, for the Commission on Feith and Jrder. We would
be glad if you could let ue know ie you have been successiul in finding
gousone te be respensible for this task,

With warm Christisn greetings,

Yours cincerely,

(m. Je De aumhlw,
Seereiary, Working Comrmittee, /.C.W,)



AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY
FOR THEOLOGICAL. STUDIES
with which is associated COLLOQUIUM: The Australian and New Zealand Theological Review

P.0. Box J111, Brickfield Hill, Sydney, 2000

May 31, 1974,

Dear Member of Faith and Order,

As you know, the activities of the Commission on Faith and
Order have been somewhat curtailed this year owing to the resignation
of the full time secretary and the fact that I am only able to help for
one day a week. ' However, it seems worthwhile to continue’ the project
which Dr. Wood began, the investigétion of the matter of inter-
communion at the local level, This matter was passed on to the
Commission-from the 26th General Meeting of the A.C.C.

ARecordingly, I have arranged a meeting for Friday, June 28th
at 3 p.m. in* the A.C.C. meeting room, at which reﬁorts'received'From the
different church bodies will be’p:esénted; and at which two speakers, one -
from the Roman Catholic Church and one from the Ariglican Church will
explain procedures and enter into dialogue on the*matter. Father C.
Tierney of St. Patrick's College, Manly, and Rev. C. Harcourt-Narton have

agreed to be the speakers.

We hope to prepare a report following‘tﬁehmeeting which will be

availalnle to local churches. I do hope to ‘'see you at the meeting.

Yours sincerely,

Ao Py

(Dr.) Barbara Thiering
Secretary



33 Wilson Tce.,

GLENELG BAST. S.A. 5045
9th July, 1974

Secretary,

Victorim Couneil of Ghurches,
100 Flimders Street;
LELBOURNE. VIC. 3000

Dear Mr: Dargaville,

At a recent meeting of the Werking Committee of A.C.W.
promotion material on “Christians One" was received and I was asked to write
to you reminding you that the Women's Inter—Church Oouncil is an avenue
through which much of this material can be promotsds I am aware bthat you
mgy already be using this group, but links between State Councils and the
State Unit of A.C.W. are net alwsys strong and we see this as an opportunity
to strengthen the ties and perhaps open up further avenues for promotions

With Christian greetings,

Yeurs sincerely,

9th July, 1974.
Cenberra Interchurch Council,
37 McCawley Street;
VATSON. _ A.C.T. 2602

Dear ‘rﬂ,e Dodd.s,

4% a recent meeting of the Working Committee of 4.0.W.,
promotion material em "Christians"One® was received, and I was asked to write
te you weminding you that the Canberra Unit o¢f A.C.W. is an avenue through
which much of this material can be promoteds I am aware thst you may already
be using this group, but links between State Councils and A.C.W. State Units
are ntt always strong wand we see this as an opportunity to strengthen the ties
and perhaps upen up further gvenues for promotion: The Sacretary of the
Oanberra Unit is Mrs; R, Bumester of 37 Macleay Street, Turner, 2601

With Christian greetings,

9th July, 1974

iiiss Jean Skuse,
Box J1t1, P.0.,
B i1 S,

Dear Joan,

At a recent meeting of the Working Commnittee, promotion
material on "Christiens One" was received and I was asked to write to you
reminding you that the Women's IRter-Church Council is en avenue through
which much of this materiel een be promoted, I am aware that you may already
be using this group, but we felt this to be a good epportunity for co-operation
between State Councils and State Units and wanted to make gertain it was not
overlooked,

With Christian greetings,

Yours sincerely,

(kirs, J. B. Wurchland,
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.V.)
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The green leuflet prepared for Nationsl Jarsisce sad Feally
ymmwmmm-.u, and setivities thit can
used in meetings. You recedived 2 oopy of tais with your February Working
Committee minuies,

If you visit the of fices of the Departsects of ‘hristien
Bducetion in your state, and slso the Narriage Gu dance Couneil and Faaily
Life vovement, you will find sone helpful litersture.

The Vorking Committes would be very plessed if you would
report back o us on any setivities you were able to encoursge. Ideas of
$hings that were helpful and thoughteprovoking eould then be shered with
othexr church women in Austrelis,

Ue commend thisz to you s sowethi.ng deserviag your
immediate a teation.

With christian greetings,
Yours sincerely,
(krse Je B. Nurehland,

Jeeretary, Working Committee, AuC. o)
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VICTORIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

(Associated with the Australian and World Councils of Churches)

100 Flinders Street, Melbourne, 3000. Teleg “E I Melb Telep 63 2736
63 6813

Secretary: The Rev. A.D. Dargaville, B.Sc

16th July, 1974.

Mrs. J. B. Murchland,
Secretary,

Australian Church Women,
33 Wilson Terrace,

GLENELG EAST, S.AUST. 5045

Dear Mrs. Murchland,

Thank you for your letter about the Women's Inter
Church Council as an avenue for promotion of
Christians One. I was able to speak at the
Victorian Women's Inter Church Council Anmal
Meeting about this and as a result they have agreed
to appoint Mrs. M. Petrie as a "Women's I.C.C.

Zone Leader" for Christians One. She has been
most active in promoting this venture.

Yours sincerely,
}@ e j&.nx-(\

(The Rev.) A. D. Dargaville,

Secretary.
file: 8.00/16.7.T4. f
Angiican Armenlan Apostolic ~Baphet Churches of Chnist Congregational Greek Orthodox

Methodist Presbyterian Salvation Army Serbian Orthodox Society of Friends
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Australian Council of Churches’ N.S.W. State Council
President: P.O. BOX 111 THIRD FLOOR
REV. F. L. CUTTRISS BRICKFIELD HILL 2000 401A PITT STREET, SYDNEY

TELEPHONE: 26-2901
Executive Secretary:
MISS JEAN SKUSE

19 July 1974
Mrs., J.B., Murchland

33 Wilson Tce
GLENELG EAST, S.A, 5045

Dear Gwenda,

Thank you for your letter of 9 July regarding the avenue of Women's Inter
Church Councils for the promotion of Christians One.

I am glad to be reminded of this and am taking steps to see that in N,S.W,
we do seek the co-operation of the Inter-Church Councils.

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
/ _//
-\/,\/ / et

an Skuse
xecutive Secretary




22 Skenes Avenue,
EASTWOOD 2122

5th August, 1974

Hon. Sec. A.C.W.
Mrs. J. B. Murchland,
33 Wilson Tce.,
GLENELG EAST 5045

Dear Gwenda,

You will have heard from the N.S.W. State Unit that
they have asked me to continue as the A.C.W. representative on
the A.C.C. Commission on Faith and Order.

The meetings are held from 3pm to 5pm and not many
of the N.S.W. W.I.C.C. members are free to attend at such a time.
Without a full-time Secretary, the Commission has only had one
meeting this year. I have been waiting for the Minutes to arrive
before writing to you, but to-date they haven't, so I won' t' delay
any longer.

I am sending you all the papers I have associated
with the meeting on 28th June.

The meeting was interesting, especially when the two
guests talked about inter-communion. It is not easy, however, to
report briefly on such a discussion - especially as I was rather
depending on the minutes and listened rather than take notes myself.

If and when minutes are received, I will send them
on to you, perhaps with a little report that might be suitable for
"Women at Work".

The Commission did not make any plans to meet again,
but will do so when called together by Dr. Thiering.

Yours sincerely,

/m/&uﬁ i (Roess
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33 Wilson Toe.,
GLEIZLG DASE. 1.8, 5045

2nd Desember, 1974

¥rs, L. O« Ackland,
23 Kinguford Aves,

GOERN UGBURG,  VIC. 3058

Dear Olive;

Thanl yeu for your letter ¢f 24th Nevember. We hed
pot actually intemded thet ghe Itate Tnito should write direot to Canberre
cencerning our sugestien regarding internatioral Women's Year, Ve felt
that dhis was the only avenus oper to the Working Cormittes, tut Lad heped
thet the Stete Units would be ivvolved im Internstienal Viomen's Year
Comkittess in their own States and make their recommendafions bhreough
them; Our real onoerr was that any allecatien ef funds should be for
prejeets which would bemeflt wemen right around Austwalia, rather than
having each State vying fer its ewn sbare; We alse felt theb there was
a tremcndeus need for peoplsé to be sduecated to think differently of the
role(s) of women and cur recommendation was mede wibkh these thoughts in
mind. I d6 hépe this helps youxr State'W.I.C.C.'s thinking an this subject.

With kind regawds,

Yours sincerely,

{Mrg: J. B. Murchland,
Secretary, Working Committes, 4.C.W.)

PiS. 1T have forwarded your nominations for A»C.W. vepresenbativce on
the Commission of Christlan Bdvcation and will advise you and them
a8 800R &5 the appointment is ratified.



33 Wilsen Tce.,
GUFIIELC BAST. _ S.4. 5045

.

2nd December, 1974 Voo
\

Revy Ce 74 W!‘ight,,

Exeeubiveé Sesczetazy,
Comuipsion on Christian Edugatien,
100 Flindexs Streot,
LELBOURE, _VIC. 3000

Desr Dr. Wright,

With reference to previous eerrvespondence sonceining
the propessl that A.C.¥. be represented en the Gemmissien on Christian
Réucation; we received advics from Rev. Frank Engel several monthe ago
that on subnission of neminations our representation weuld be appreved.

The Victerian Wemen's Inter-Church Ceunail has at eur
request, submitted the feollowing nominationss—

Mrs. Marie Pstrie Kember W.I1.C.C.Victoria
16 Celeridge Ste; Interssted in the edusation of
KEUs  VICs 3101 the family
: Roman Cathelic
¥ra, ¥ary Rebhinsen A Deaceness before marrisge
11 Nevills Bt., Works with Presbyterisn Eduvcatien Bedy.

BAST EUILOR,

ViCs

Presbyberian,

_ The Working Committee has pleasure in endersing these
neminations and awaibs your advice as to their appeintment,

Yours cincerely,

(Mre, J.3. Kurehland,
Seevetary, Worling Comnittes, AsC.Ve)
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Australion Council of Churches

OY %% '
5—-—3 COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
ﬁa Telegrams: ""Ecumenical” Melbourne 100 Flinders Street
Executive Secretary: ' Melbourne Vic. 3000
The Rev. Dr. C. J. Wright Tel. 635814
~ December 18, 1974
Mrs. J. B. Murchland
Secretary, Working Committee
Australian Church Women
33 Wilson Terrace . -
GLENELG EAST S.A. 5045
Dear Mrs. Murchland
Thank you very much,indeed for your letter containing the nominations of
Mrs. Marie Petrie and Mrs. Mary Robinson as official observers on the
A.C.C., Commission on Christian Education.
Enclosed is a copy of the last minutes for your information. You will see that
the matter has now been confirmed by our Commission, and that we plan to
take steps to alter our Constitution so that your nominations may be full members

of the Commission.

Shalom to you and yours for Christmas and onwards,

s e bl

Clifford J. Wright
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Encl:

Boptist, Churches of Christ, Church of England, Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, The Salvation Army



33 Wilson Tce.,
GLILELG DAST. . S.i. 5045

na e L]
318t Decenber, 1974

Rev. Dr. C. J. Wright, '~ : 7 sy
Coumission on Christiah Education,

100 Flinders Strect,,’ - e .

LHLOOT L. YIC, 3000 : s

. v

; . . : i

Deur Dr. Wright, !
4 . Thank you for your letter advising of the a;0 nt—
ment of I.‘ré.v l.arie Petric an: Iirs, Lary Qobinson as of icial opserver..on
the 4.C.C. Cormission on Christion Educution, Ve look forward to. tieir
appointuent as full membe:s;; ' /'— L
o Ve have recently received a letter #vi;in,:-; us of
& Seminar on Family Life Bducation to be held in Penung in, Lalsycia. fron -
218t-25th April, 1975, This is being organised by the Asfin Ciurch .o:en's
Confererce and Australia‘has been invited to s,nd one repreccntative whose
expences will be paid by that Confervnce. Ve have beejp asked to now n:te
so:eone "who will really do fson:ethin;: on her return to help the Ciristion
Home movement". e would be pleased to receive any zfominationsﬂyou would
car¢ to submit. They would ‘need to reach me before 10th Febmarqr together
with 2 brief profile of each nominee. It is considered that it ssould be wmn
advantare if the selected person has had some expeTience of the /sian
situation. e are also seeKing nominctions from each of the Stii Unils
of 4.Cuifs with a view to-selicting the most able percon possible.

Please note that es-from 12th January, 1975"@7‘

address will be.5 Vycombe Roéd, Aldgate, b.4. 5154. I would be grateful if
C.0.C.Z. mailing lists could be amended accordin-ly. %

With kind regards and greetings for the Low Year,

Yours sincerely,

(Lrs. J. D. lurchland,
Secretary, iorkin:: Co vittee, ‘.C...)



33 Vilsau Tee., _
i e S04
© o 3t DecoEber, 1974

To a1l Ctate Jeeretiriess,

. Two patters have come to hand in the past couple o
o tupatel: caonnot wait for attention wntil resumption of
Jtate Unite, liowever, before maxisg fiual arveagenc. e we
2% any oomronte wd surgustions you would ge to sake,

‘ Rov, Frock Bngel his advised thet a eesslou on
Churen® has bean plused durdng the d.Cebe Geuorel iLeeting
und hag asiced WCeols 80 pavient a hali-bour report
and plane, Joy hes not ‘Tebuttiod fron her ovesseen
that she and Homh may e 4.te with wilvh S0
could plesse seud within tho noxt
of ary Jlaus | have for your State Unit'e work
8 : bolirg done or belng ple-ued Yy
with your Unit which may be of spesial icterest, we
ear aout it. It i wlfortunete thet there wili mot
segect, but 1L would seel to be w exgelloant
o feCaus kuown, and we would -epe thut o
challungdi - sessicn oal @ prepadeds A

The other metter co.cemo a lettsr received ‘vom
e Buntd Joloson adwising thet a Semdcar en Femily Lire zduc.tion will
Bold at Pemang i Ualiysia frox 21e25th Jpril end fawiting ‘nsiredis 0
sowi ono reprecentative, To would bo plessed to regeive name(s) of ay
poroon(s) you con.ider intere.ted and sble to represest iunstre i iv this
wiye (T8, solomon advives that all expenses will be paid amd wd . *Cou.d
Jou piease vend the nene and address of a perven frow your countyy wao will
reclly 4o scuotidng on her retury to help the Chrietian Eome woverent,” It
i eon.idered that it would be «n & vantage if the selocted perion has had
sone experiguce of the Asian situation, Could you please send = Lriel profile
of =ty nominetions you subuit no leter tham 10th Pebruary, :
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Fleass note mt as fl‘& f.ta Ju;u.u';:- By aidrew will
be 5 dyconbe Road, A.ldgata, s0 5154 - T s

% th kind regelNs and motin_o for the Hew Toor,
Ancerely,

" (hrde Je 3. Bawhline,
J8Ce :ela. o WOzRin: Coamnities)
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,M/omendl ,ﬂnfer- CZurcA Counci/ o/ /l/ictoria.

PRESIDENT: TREASURER: SECR Y: =
) 23 Kingsford Ave.,
NORTH COBUEG. 3053
29th Jamuary, 1975

Dear Mrs Marchland,

T have contacted Mrs Mary Robinson, regarding the r..:
nomination fer-the Seminar on Family Life Education to be held in Penang,
Malaysia, from 21st to 25th of April, 1975.

Mrs. Robinson is very interested in being nominated
and has given me permission to nominate her. As she is representing
Australian Church Women on the Commission of Christian Education, I
would hope that the Working Committee would support this nomination
as I would think the subject of the Seminar is related to work done
by this Commission,

Mrs Robinson works in the field of Christian Education
with the Presbyterian Church, She was a Presbyterian Deaconess before
her marriage to a Presbyterian minister so is very much involved in the
life and work of the Church. - In her position as observer on the C.0.C.E
she will be involved in Christian Education within the home and on a
wider level, MRS. E. ROBINSON.

11 Neville Street
EAST KEIIOR. 3042 Phone: 337 9557.

If you have any further details of the Seminar
it may be better for you to make direct contact with Mrs, Robinson,

Kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Mrs. L, Ackland,
Hon Secretary.
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AUSTRALIAL CIURCA WOLZIE 5 Vycombe Road,
ALIGATE, S.:e 5154

21st Pebruary, 1975

lirs. Shanti Solomon,
C/- St. Stephen's Lome,
4 Rejpur Road,

D LI, 110054

India.
Jcer Irs. Solouon,

I must spolo~ise for the delay in submittin~» the
naue of cn Aust.alian reprecentative to the Seminar on PFamily ILifc
Education to be held from 21-25th April at Penang in Laloysia. 10.%
of our work is in rece: s in the Decenber-Jan:ary period, and we have only
just received nominations.

I now have much pleccure in cdvicing that

I.rz. il. Robinuon,
11 Neville Strcet,
Bact Keilor. Vie. 3042

ha becn chosen as our delegate. Lirs. Robinson is one of fed...'s
reprecontatives on the Australian Council of Church's Coumission on
Christian Zducation, and will have meny avenues open to her to use the
infornati n she obtains from the above seminer. L. Robinson weiks in
the field of Chrisiian education with the I'resbyterien Church in victoria
“nd Wi ) Decconcss befo.e her masricge to a Presbytorian ministor.

‘e truct that you will be in touch with ir.. iobii:son
in the necr future.

Uith kizd regards,

Yours sincerely,

(rs. J. B. Lu.chlend,
Secretary, vowrsing Cotrittec, eCeus)

P.5. Please note thet I have changed my addresc. Could you nleasc
amend your files accordingly.



5 Wyco:rbe Road,
ALDG 0. .l 5154

21st Pebrucry, 1975

lLrs. iaric Petrie,
16 Cole idge Street,
Kisug Vic. 3101

vear Lrs. Petrie,

.

iombers of the orkin:: Counittee werc delichtel to
lcarn of your o pointrent as observer to the Jormission on Christien
iducation. e do pruy that you will find your association with the
Coru:ic.ion rewarding, both uour.onally an:- to the Chu.ch at large.

It i: hoped thot a clo.e liaison e:m be 1 it ‘ucd
with the Lorlin @ Coumittee aund we would oppreciate receiving any infour.:tion
whici you con.ider wortawhile for gist_ibution to me:bers 0f A.v.. e hope
th t tiwoush you the work of the Coirisoion usy become better knovm a.ong
the woren of our hurches.

vith wam Cahristinn grectings,
Yours sincerely,

(lrs. J. B. Jurehland,
secretury, uorki g Corziititol, edeuwe)



22 Skenes Avenue,
EASTWOOD. 2122

June 16, 1975

Mrs. J. B. Murchland,
Secretary,

Australian Church Women,
5 Wycombe Road,

ATDGATE. S.A. 5154

Dear Mrs. Murchland,

My apologies for taking so long to respond to your
letter of 5th May. Since receiving the letter, it has been a
particularly busy time for me. While the N.S.W. Presbyterian
Assembly was on I was only home to sleep and since then I have
been working practically full-time (part-time in the BOEMAR
office and part-time for a friend who has been without a woman
in the office) as well as being out most nights to meetings.

I was able to attend the meeting of the Commission
on Faith and Order on 2nd May (minutes enclosed). These are
the first minutes to be sent out since I was re-appointed to
represent A,C.W. There weas another meeting some months ago
and I was relying on the minutes for my report, but none came.
As you will see from these minutes, "it was agreed that the
Commission meet again in about three months' time",

You will have heard about the financial position of
the A.C.C. and this is the reason partly for the Commission's
infrequent -meetings.- - Another-reason—is the difficulty-of getting
the members together, Although the meetings are very interesting,
I (at least) am conscious of the small attendance when people come
specially to lead a discussion. The diuscussions are quite often
very technical and not the sort of thing that can be briefly
reported upon. If I receive a copy of the paper presented by
the Rev. Geoff Barnes, I will send it to you.

Thank you for the invitation and registration form
for the next National Committee Meeting, but I'm afraid that I
must send my apologies. I am heavily committed with local, state
and national committees in connection with the Uniting Church and
I just can't contemplate spending the time and money involved this
year. Miss Mitchell might be willing to replace me as the
representative on the Commission. I fly the flag for A.C.W. at
the meetings, but I realise that it is not very satisfactory from
your point of view and Miss Mitchell might be able to write a few
paregraphs that would make sense to readers of "Women at Work".
The nature of the subject matter makes this very difficult for me.
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I accepted an invitation to a luncheon to meet Dr.
Emilio Castro, the Director of the W.C.,C., Commission on World
Mission and Evangelism, when he was in Sydney (Monday, 3rd March).
A meeting of Presbyterians in connection with Church Union was
called at short notice for that morning and so I arrived at the
luncheon a little late and breathless. Unfortunately they had
taken the opportunity while they were waiting for the food to
arrive to hear what Dr. Castro had to say, so I missed the
beginning and I took a little while to get used to his accent
and therefore to really catch what he was saying. I would
have gone to the meeting at Epping that night when he spoke to
members of Christians One and others, but I had already undertaken
to attend the inauguration of the United Theological College.

Deaconess Andrews, who originally pushed for A.C.W.
to be represented on the Commission, might be prepared to write
a report for A.C.W, She is a member in her own right and
actually represents the Commission on the Division of Faith and
Witness and therefore has a much better grasp of things. I
could still attend the meetings if nobody else is willing and
send you & copy of the minutes.

Please convey my greetings and good wishes to the
National Committee Meeting with my apology and remember me to
all my pals. I have put much time and effort into A.C.W. in
the past but I have been more than amply rewarded by the opportunity
to make friends with people from all over Australia and some of
them have been very special people indeed.

Once again, my apologies for being late with my reply.
I am glad of the public holiday to-day to get to my desk to-day
but a heavy head cold has not been exactly helpful.

“Yours sincerely,

gt

M. Ralph



