
fold: it diminishes the great­
ness of Christ's denth for us, 
for purgc.tory moaz1s that His 
doc.th is not regnrdod as 
sUfficiont to cover nll the 
sntisfnction due to our sins; 
but wo must nlso moke our own 
sntisfc.ction in purgatory. It 
undermines tho pence nnd joy 
which God intends His children 
to experience ns they contem­
plate the futuro in the know­
ledge thnt not even denth can 
sep~rnte us from His love nnd 
f el~owship. But perhaps the 
most serious result of the 
too.ching about purgntoryis the 
distortion which it gives to 
the clL.~rnctor of God, for it 
effectively obscures His over­
flowing mercy nnd forgiveness. 
It is good to know thnt the 
doctrine is n chimera, corres­
ponding to nothing in renlity. 
In contrast, our minds should 
constantly reflect on the sure 
promises of God in Scripture, 
tho..t if we trust in Christ, 
denth will mt bring sepnrti.tion 
from Him but only closer 
fellowship in His presence in 
Heaven. 
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It is wellknown that the 
Roman Catholics believe not 
only in Heaven and Hell but 
also in a third place called 
Purgatory in which the souls 
of the faithful suffer after 
death, so that through its 
cleansing fires they may endure 
any punishment for their sins 
which vras not completed before 
their death. It is generally 
taught, following St. Thomas 
Aquinas~ that the cleansing 
fire of Purgatory is the same 
fire as that of Hell 9 inflict­
ing similar pain, the differ­
ence being that those in 
Purgatory do not suffer 
otGrnally, thov.gh it may be 
for a very long time. 

Protestants do not 
believe in the existencG of 
Purgatory for two reasons. 
Firstly bocausG it is not 
montionod anywhere in the 
Bible. Such silence would be 
extraordinary if the place 
wore in f ac t real; because it 
would then bo such an import­
ant place to know about. The 
Bible makes no mention of it 

because it do es not "'­
Roman Catholics themselv1... . 
recognise that Purgatory is not 
referred to in the Bible. Thus 
the Roman C2tholic theologian 
Ludwig Ott in his book "Funda­
mentals of Cntholio Dogma", 
page 483, says "Holy Writ 
teaches the existence of the 
cleansing fire indirectly11, but 
the chief verso he quotes for 
oven such indirect teaching 
comes from the Old Testomont 
Apocrypha and not from the 
Bible which W['..S used by Christ 
and the Apostles. On the next 
pnge Ott goGs on: nthe main 
proof for the existence of the 
cleansing fire lies in the 
testimony of the FntllGrs" o By 
these words he again admits 
that it is not to be proved 
from Scripture. 

The second reason why 
Protestants reject the doctrine 
of purgntory is that not only 
is it not taught in Scripture 
but it is directly contrary .to 
what Scripture does in fo:ct 
teach a.bout the stnte of 
Christians after deo.th.· Thus 
Scripture tenches thnt at dmth 
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those who ncknowledge Jesus as 
Lord go to be with Him in 
Heaven. For example we may 
recall Jesus• words to the 
repentnnt thief crucified with 
Him at Calvary 0 To-day thou 
sh'll t bo with mo in paradise 11 • 

If anyone needed the cleansing 
fires of Purgatory, surely it 
was this murderer, but his 
repenti:nce, ond his faith in 
Christ ns Lord, brought him 
within the forgiving mercy of 
God. Tho so.me is true of all 
who imitate his example of 
ropentnnce o.nd faith; nt death 
they go to bo with Christ in 
Paradise. Thus in Revelation 
14: 13 we read 11 Blessed are the 
dend which dio in tho Lord from 
henceforth: yon, saith the 
Spirit, that they mny rest 
from their labours; for their 
works follow with them". This 

. Promise of rest to those who 
die trusting in the Saviour is 
very different from tho concept 

. of entering into tho punishment 
.mld suffering of Purgatory at 
death. Roeall our Lord's 
parable about the beggar 

.Lazarus who immediately. at 
denth w~s carr.iod ?Y the nngels 

~ · .. 

., 

.. 

into tho presence of the great 
saints of GQd, and 'was 
comforted', to ~uote our Lord's 
words (Luke 16). Or again we 
m~y think of what St. Paul 
said to the Philippians that 
death mon.nt being with Christ 
which is fo.r better (Phil.l: 23) • 
The apostle would not have 
described entry into Purgatory 
with its intensification of 
suffering as being fnr bettor, 
so his words to the Philip­
pions exclude the possibility 
of purga tory. We have his 
plain statement in II Cor.5:8 
that to be absent from the 
body i& to be present with the 
Lord. Christ is now in Heaven, . 
so that those who die in Him 
are present with Him there. 
Nothing could be clearer, 
absent from the body, present 
with the Lord • 

But not only does the 
doctrine of Purgatory contra­
dict the plain statements of 
Scripture, it also contradicts 
the main doctrine of the gosp;ll 
which is th<:>,t Christ ho..s 
completely Qtoned for nll our 
~on Cnlvnry. His infinite 
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merits are rrore tban sufficient 
to counter-balance all our 
derJeri t, so that there is no 
need for a p1ace like Purgatory 
where we can make additional 
satisfaction for our sins. In 
fact the Gospel of full for­
giveness in Christ and the 
doctrine of making satisfact­
ion in Purgatory are contrary 
to each other. We are not 
therefore surprised that there 
is no mention of Purgatory in 
the Bible. 

Since t he doctrine 
of Purgatory contradicts plain 
scripture statements as well 
as importtmt scriptural do.c­
trinos, it is not surprising 
that it presents some curious 
problems and inner contra­
dictions. For example I have 
novor soon any explanation 
nbout who.t 'happens to those 
who ho.vc just enterod.Purgatary 
at tho· second coming of Christ . 
W:J:rnn our Lord returns there 
will of course be no further 
place for Purgatory. Souls 
that ought to enter Purgatory 
on the · thoory· thn t they need 
to bo cleansed from their sins 

) 

~ 

go straight to bo with Christ 
n.t His coming . If this will 
bo so at Chris t ' s coming why 
do we nood to postulate a ···- · 
Purgatory now? . for what God 
will do then Ho cnn do for 
every soul now,. ns indeed the 
Bible_ teaches tho..t Ho docs do, 
nrunely Ho forgives our sins 
complotoly, without ony Purga­
torial punishment. 

Then the Romnn Catholic 
doctrine of indulgences 
contradicts the purpose of 
Purgatory. If the soul needs 
the cleansing purgatorial 
fires for its closnsing, how 
cnn .that time bo shortened by 
nn indulgence? · . For a plonnry 
indulgence is so.id to remit 
ell the punishment du~ in 
Purgr.tory . 

Although PU.rgo.tory cc.n­
no t be bas od on o.ny t eo..c '..1ing 
of Scripture, Roman Catholic 
theologians o.ppco.r to bci.se it 
on two sepo..ro.te conce'pts, · 
firstly on tho justice of God 
which requires satisfaction,· 
o.nd secondly on the· ·need · o:t· 
tho soul to be purified. But 
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as I ho.ve said nGither of 
those principles holds when 
Christ comes ngnin, so why 
should they be insisted upon 
when Christ calls His child 
home to Him at death? 

Purgntory is a terrify­
ing prospect to the ordinary 
Romo .. n Co..tholi·c. To mi tignte 
tho fenr of PurgGtory n little 
po.r1phlet is circulnted amongst 
Roman Catholics in Australia 
on ti tlod "Esco.ping Purgn t ory" 
(No. 478 ,-of .the Australian 
C.:-i.tholio Truth Society Record). 
The pru:iphl@-t · teaches thnt it 
is possible to escape Itugntory 
completely through the sncra­
men t of Extreme Unction, that 
is, through the anointing of 
the dying person with holy oil 
by the Priest. In establish­
ing it.sense the writer hns sone 
difficulty with the fact thnt 
so raany Ronnn Catholic saints 
have clnir.ied that they hnve 
had visions confirming thnt 
nlnost nll Ronan Catholics go 
to Purgntory.. The vvri tor hns 
to disQiss these visions as 
unreliable; even though they 
a.re vouched for by such Roman 

( 

Co..tholic saints as St. Bornn­
dette. 

In dealing with the 
problem that the justice of 
God requires the soul to go 
through Purgatory the V'JTi ter 
reminds the render that 
Christ's denth is more than 
sufficient for nll our sins, 
which of course is whnt the 
Reformation affirmed, and 
Protestants soe no reason why 
Christ's benefits should only 
be obtninnble through Extreme 
Unction since the .scripture 
teaches tho.t we obtain these 
benefits through faith. The 
pamphlet concludes with n 
prayer for n . happy doo.. th, 
thnt is to say ·a. donth which 
would include the sncrrunent 
of Extreme Unction nnd thus 
free the soul from Purgatory; 
nnd ro..ther· inconsistently it 
adds nt the bottom of this 
prayer "roven years indulgence 
for · ea.ch. time recited 11 as 
though forgetful that the 
person who prays the pro..yer 
is nsking not to go to Purga­
tory nt nllt These additional 
words don't reflect much oon-
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fidence in the efficacy of 
the prayer! 

One of the most extra­
ordinary teaoh:i.ngs with regard 
to Purgatory is that which 
concerns the scapular. A 
scapular is a small piece of 
stuff about two inches square 
suspended round the neck by 
woollen strings; though nowa­
days a nctal medal may take 
the place of the piece of 
cloth. It is taught on the 
authority of the Papacy that 
those who wear the scapular 
in honour of the Virgin Mary . 
will be freed from Purgatory 
on the first Saturday after 
their death; but it is some­
times taught (e.g. in the book 
11 The Holy Scapular" by Duffy, 
published in Dublin in 1882 
and I quote from page 16) 
11 this privilege can only be 
counted on if subscriptions 
to the Confra torni ty are n.ot 
. II in arrenrs • 

Then again in connection 
with the doctrine of Purgatory 
there is the extraordinary. 
teaching with regard to what 

is called tho heroic act of 
charity. This is a form of 
flagellation of the soul. It 
is taught in "The Dictionary of 
M:oral Theology" produced by 
Cardinal Roberti, on page 570, 
that a Roman Catholic may 
11 offcr to God in behalf of the 
souls in Purgatory all the 
satisfactory works which he 
will porf orm during his life­
time and all the suffrages that 
his prayers may accrue to him 
after death. This offering is 
an net of true charity, indeed 
of heroic charity, because the 
offerer is prepared to assume 
undiminished pains in Purgctory 
in order thnt other souls may 
bo released tho sooner from 
Purgo.tory". We seo here whc.t 
on extraordinary picture of God 
results from this doctrine of 
Purgll. tory vvhen it is thought 
thnt God is pleased by tho self 
ihflictod torment of our souls 
to help relense from the purga­
torial prison other suffering 
souls. · 

.-

The objections to the 
doctrine of Purgatory are mani- · 
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plnte the futuro in tho know­
ledge that not even death cn.n 
sep~rnte us from His love nnd 
fellowship. But perhaps the 
most serious result of the 
teaching about purgatory is the 
distortion which it gives to 
the cht',,ro.ctor of God, for it 
effectively obscures His over­
flowing mercy nnd forgiveness. 
It is good to know thnt the 
doctrine is n chimern, corres­
ponding to nothing in reality. 
In contro.st, our minds should 
constantly reflect on tho sure 
promises of God in Scripture, 
thnt if we trust in Christ, 
den th will wt bring sepnro.tion 
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