
THE TEN COMY:ANDMENTS 

P.F. JENSEN 

"THE CHRISTIAN FAITH' 

Moore C.ollege 
Libr:1ry 



.. 

Some months ago one of our newspapers ran a small 
street survey in order to find out how well 
known were ths ten commandments. Although one 
woman was able to repea t them verbatim, most of 
thost: interviewed could only remember one or two 
of then,, One man said jokingly that he was sure 
that h~ had broken them all, and then said that 
the only ones h~ could recollect were to do with• 
murd2r and theft. The survey c.onf :i_r rni::d my 0Wn 
impression. For some time I had the task of 
s2ttinf an exam paper for incoming th0olorical 
students : in the paper I would often ~sk for a 
knowledge of the. Comr..and:m::nts, It was astounding 
how littl 1; th -.oy wcrt:; thorcughly known, even by 
people Hho intend ed t o l:llto.:..r the ministry. 

Is this good or bad? It is of t~n suggested that 
the t<:n commandments are thc.=. basic ethic of our 
Eociety, and that th~ prevailing ignoranc~ of 
them thrc<:'.tens the very e:xiste:ncL cf our nation. 
Jt is easy to syDpathis e with this point cf vie:w. 
Certainly , if we kept the La~ of God we would all 
le far Letter off than we are now. Mind you , people 
who speak like this arc scmctimes very selective 
ab 1.Jut which ccmman<lments we should cbservc.. It's 
O. K. no t t c lie or stEal or murder, and keeping the 
sabbath day holy is ano ther m3tter alt0gethe r . As 
s omeone cncc said v'e t end t s tr e.'.lt the Commandments 
like nn examination paper: 
a~tEmpted' ! 

'five only t o be 

But are the ten commandments basic t o s cciety? Are 
they intended f e r s ociety at all? If we l oo k at 
where they appear in the Bible, we can see that they 
were not given to Adam and Eve, even after the Fall 
of man. . Rather, . the..y were:: .. given . to. Gl'd.' s people, 



Israel, after they had been rescued from Egypt. In 
r ther words, they ar<.: the pa th o f obedience f e r the 
people of God ; they are not intended f or s ociety in 
general , hc,wever geed it would be were they t o be kept. 

Ycu s ee, the first duty of a human being is t o scrv0 
God ; but in fact, our chie f pursuit in lif0 is t o avc id 
se rving him. It is ns gc_ d whatever keeping a f ew 0f 
the commcnd:nents wi thcut first ;:,bandcning cur 
r cbellicn against God , and turning t a him f e r f or give ­
ness . Until that occurs we are dcgling with the 
sympt .rs ~ f ~ur disease, , nd ne t the caus~ . We keep 
the t en ccmmnndPJent s C' nly whE:n we: hav~: made cur p0ac~ 
with Gcd. It is s eriously misl ead ing, then , t o be t old 
tha t wc should keep them as a s ociety, as th~ugh it 
would be possible t o please him without belonging t o 
hiQ . It fil]s us with a fa lse confidencu , a nd ha rd ens 
: 1 • .ir he<: rt against the true clains of G~: d in our lives . 
Never ~ind about whether pecpl e knew the t0n conmand­
ments e r ne t . it 1 s knowing God personally in his gc spel 
message that is cur cnly true hope . When we dn , we ~ill 
wa.nt t c know and keep his ccmmandments - a ll of them . 
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