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1. INTRODUCTION

St. Peter’s Church of England, Campbelltown, has for the
past 150 years stood proudly by the parkland originally planned
as the market square of the township following Governor
Macquarie’s time.

GOVERNOR MACQUARIE described the church as a
“pretty building” when he saw it prior to its completion and
flrom 1823 the church has served its people faithfully through
plague, pestilence and famine” and today it stands amid one
of the newest and most rapidly expanding cities in Australia.

: St. Peter’s Church contributes much to the history, culture,
religion and social werk of the City of Campbelltown.

2. HISTORY

The church building is classified by the National Trust of
Australia as nationally important and worthy of preservation,
and it is to this end that the fabric of the building must have
attention and maintenance.

The church buiiding dates from 1823, when, on June
29th, St. Peter’s Day, it was cpened for worship and service to
the people of the pioneering community of Campbelltown.
Building of the church commenced in 1821, to the broad design
and under the confrol of the then foreman-brick-layer of the
government convict gangs, Francis Lawless. Although there is
no evidence that he actually did design the building, contem-
porary accounts show payments having been made to him, for
werk done on the main fabric of the structure.
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% .The church suffered greatly about 1870, fro
Parishioners 1o alter and deface if, an attempt being made,

m :
ust Unsuccessfully, to turn the building into a Gothic strucfuré

?:w:mev;hat radical proportions and doubtful character. T:e

Chancelanv roof were raised and sometime after 18.60, f i

the simc estry and west porch were added to the defriment ©
simple Georgian style.

The need for restoration became evident, and it was A
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ntil 1948 that the first steps were taken to this effect.

3. RESTORATION AND
PREVIOUS ACHIEVEMENTS

Since the appointment of the St. Peter’s Church Com-
mittee of 1948, much restoration and maintenance work of the
building has been undertaken in an endeavour to return it to
the original Georgian structure. Perhaps the most advanced and
far-sighted approach to the restoration was undertaken after
1.962 during the incumbency of the Rev. Angus Tipping at which
jﬂme the gallery was re-erected, the organ rebuilt and placed
in the gallery, the box frame windows restored, there being
traceried pseudo-Gothic windows installed in 1877, the Sanctuary
re-appointed and the process of replacing pews had begun.

The 1962 Restoration accomplished much.

ref The clock in the tower originally built in 1838 was

; aced, the clock itself had electric re-winding mechanism

;ri\(:sl:alled and has recently been completely overhauled. As it

Cha; a:vay ,fhe time for the next hundred years who can tell what

res'fO?ins R f_ak? place and each tick reminds us that we are

fut A b”f'd'ng which will be of great historic value to the
ure generations.
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4. THE NEED FOR FURTHER

RESTORATION

sfrucmrzrer:::’::: is.now faced wiﬂ'm the.expensive but necessary
Enias T o flon as some portions of the building, in par-
of the e nctuary and.fhe Vestry added during the period
i craCklz }:raii/r;sm;cz\r::;:ond I'Tav::h segfled, with the result that
. ped in the building fabric. Th
::;ean:;:::n dfl}:e to inadequate foundations, have e:oljef:r
e ovgr fhe safety of the original building. A large cracl;
e e arch to.the Chancel, and major cracking in th
ng structures require urgent attenfion. An extensijve crac:

occurs in the Vestry, where th i
e e il e the Pseudo-Gothic additions abutt

The need is great — the restoration must be
' co
z:rgif:ael ;::ihr:]ues] safety together with the maim‘enanr::em i:c:i
i Wors i, e stncfuary and Vestry must be replaced
s required on the tower ery
and windows, and a large part of the
about the church requires replacement.

. In particular to joinery
base course of sandstone

Th
e Chancel Arch Original Window in Tower

October, 1981.

The appeal described in this leaflet
was launched in 1973 for the restor-
ation and repair of the church.Although

Although it did not reach its target,
a considerable amount was raised.

This enabled the Church Committee to
replace the base course of sandstone
about the church, to renew the flagg-
ing in the forecourt, to renew and
instal Georgian windows in the porch
and tower, and to repair and replaster

the chancel arch.

In 1979, the Church Committee opened
an appeal for a new pipe organ which
was in a state of disrepair.

This organ was installed and dedicated
on 28th June, 1981, in memory of Rev.
Geoff. Chandler, Rector of St. Peter's
fran1966 until his death in 1978.

The next urgent matter for attention
is the vestry, which was added in
1882, and because of inadequate
foundations, is endangering the safety
of the original building.

In the meantime, the following funds
are still open for donations-—

Restoration Fund - Established for
the maintenance and restoration of
this historic old church.

Higtorv Tun la-:to provide funde to
maintain our historic registers, to
establish a photographic record of
the church and buildings, and to up-
date and reprint our church history.

organ Fund - A debt of some $17,000
remains in this fund (Final cost of
the oxgan was almost $47,000, and
shipping and freight charges added
prought the total to almost $58,000)

The main source of revenue has been
the purchase of pipes at a cost of
$80. These have been recorded in a
wpook of Pipes", which when complete
will be kept with the organ. A sec-
tion in this book has been get aside
for "Pioneer pipes" and families
which have had connections with St.
peter's in the past have been pleased
to donate in this way.

ponations clearly marked for any of
these funds, can be sent to
¢/~ The Rectory,
Cordeaux St.,
CAMPBELLTOWN . 2560.




