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Tlie floods in Brisbane. have been.a tremendous tragedy for Many
families and. businesses in that great city. A third of the
city•WaSflOoded and the disaster -followed on the heels of
another aWe.inspiring-catastrophrin the flooding.of.the'nerth
-west of New South Wales Itfwasrepprted that a third of the
state was under Water 7 which is• an extraordinary figure. At
the same time there were extensive floads in the•gulf_coUnLr.y
of Queensland. You will remember that a year' or two ago the
_same area pf New South Wales and Queenslani.was in the grip .
of.one of the most devastating_droughts.

:The, newspapers have described these events as catastrophies:
of nature, and so,they_are-i: but we ought not to' rest in our .
minds simply at this point, because every event of nature is
directly under the control of_God. Jesus said that it in GOd
who sends the rain, and that it i s God who yokes the sun to
rise (matt. 5:45). Rain .and sunshine -are under Gedts'absolute
•controlv and we give.Him thanks for seasons 'which
they normally ensure. But floods and .drought are equAlly 'Under-
God's control and we ought. to pause' to think_Ahy. He has ,
permitted ,them. '

• • •• . „ •• . •• . - -
The Scriptures aro_quitc clear that these naturalabccmtiorq...
of the normally beneficent action of nature are allowed Tor-
thel)r1)9.Pe. of bringing us to a better-mina, with regard to
Godt_the source of all our life and blessings. Palestine,. - -
of courser -being a very billy country did not suffer from -
floods, but it suffered from -prolonged periods of rairLand

, the Old. Testament describes 'the mildew and the rotting of:.
the grain under the sods asGod's judgment on Israel Tar •
their God -forgetfulness (Joel 1:17). So toa drought is
describedln the Old Testament as God's judgement Ato the'.
prophets call on the -people-to turn badk-to God_le.st _
God's final judgement overwhelms them- - •
Not, that we ought to think, of thase who stiffer from these
floods as being particularly wickecd. Jesus made it elear'that
this is not so. On one occasion His diseiples drew-His ,

.-attentionto:the fate of some Galileans whom Pilate had Put
to:death and Jesus replied "Do not'think'that these people-
were -more wicked than the rest, but these things have happene4.
in order to remind you that you all deserve the same fate and
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will re ce ive  it unle s s  you cha nge  your mind a nd your a ttitude ."
He  we nt on to us e  a nothe r illus tra tion from curre nt e ve nts .
The  tower of S iloam in J e rus a lem had .collaps od,unoxpectedly and

some-,o f-:the-Tpasters-by.-1--J es us  s a id Do:.-not:think;:tha -t
theseu-peoplewere more :Wiekea'than o th e rp e o 1 who livea ±a

perish " (Luke .Th.v. ) :-7-Z-121-' .2•1

God useaLnEktural-dieaS te ra  on .iiic.4 1:flO6dS"
dreaghtf;or dis a s te rs  on a P e rS diihr''ie a fi:7-lik er- Sici;tineSs Or

.of bitirikkie .us to  a -be tte r and 4910
l i , i f -We.3 :1S e fith&s e ;.:1 :th lifig S ---theY: Pis ive to -

7fina l judia iiie nt
death overtakes  us  before  we have come to .this  be tte r m ind,
before we lialr.e-!.repentedvitheYi 'sealed 7'

The , firs t thing .tha t we  ne e d to cha nge  our miid a bout is the
power elaacl :wrereignty.
and our:own:life  to:. natural causes  We .ShoUld r600gnise''Goat s'
creatk..!'e. PQW.e-r , :thanks . `-And the t ie c o n d thing tO
ohange our mincle; abOut: im- own characters .
,.-:::-.re,.11-orPal-lY-..;.pretty. confident': aboUt3:-our---cikii ehaT:aictais  but ,
the bible.....is .,plear .-tha t. becaus e  of our re fus a l to :adfinOiledge

We ais  'out Of
re la tions hip with God a nd out of re la tions hip with the re s t ...

Rer-figtjANkr.'-
our .fe /low.men: and.:women. We are; under bd it:, (OciiiiieMnation and
if we , do-..pot-,-. c4.9.T.Ige gur. . with
regard.-ito Him, we will QertglnJ .y be under His  final r-bbndenitia tion.

Thes e  judgements  which occur i from time  to time  iii;a ife  s uch ear::
the  floods  ; in : '
a re  intended to be  us ed i-to re orie nt ours e lve s -towa rds  the  ti-a fti.
We shou:led ,ackrsj.owledge,,:and ,hallow God. We s hould 'Cle in6eciiir"''"
common life  from gre e d a nd filth. , Unless .we.. repent, :Our :Lord
reminds  us , our whole  na tion 'will -

church.
- . . .
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because of their behaviour as Christians Goa was at that very
moment judging them, soMe with pickness, Some with death, and.
this judgement was for the purpose of bringing them to. a better
mind in their Christian life And St. Paul, paraphrasing..the
Lares,advice, told the Corinthians "if you judge yourself and
correct yourself you will.net need or receive the judgetent-ef
God." ' •

Se the floods of New South Wales and Queensland should be an
occasion for UB Christians to examine our attitudes and see
whether they conform to what we know to be the truth. For ..
example, have we unconsciously accepted the world's view about
life so that we fail to ascribe to God the sovereignty of the
details of life, do we think things happen by chance or by luck
apart from God's knowledge and Will?

This false attitude has taken a_firm grip amongst Christians in
the sphere of conversion: The .worldly-man thinks that he is
in control of his ewn.life and many Christians think that the
human will is in contrel of conversion despite the clear
statements of scripture that God is in control of all things and
in particular in control of the choice of those whom He calls
to be His adopted sons and daughters. Some modern evangelistic
methods are based on this worldly attitude of thinking that the
human will is autonomous In the sphere of conversion. Christians
need to repent at this point and give God the glory, for it is
God who opens the heartto respond to the Gospel, and our methods
of evangelism should always be within the sphere of this truth.

Another area where Christians need to repent is in the value
they give to this present life. Although the gospel consists
of the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, that is to say,
His future power and glory in Christ, modern Christians (both
individuals and the organised church) are almost all
represented by the seed in the parable that fell among the
thorns. They believe the Word of the Kingdom, but the things
of this life (even spiritual things such as life with a
captial "E") and the desire for riches and the comfort and
power that the riches bring, and the desire for having more
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than they have got, to paraphrase Mark Chapter 4, is choking the
Word. In this situation we must expect God in His love,to,judge
us and judge 112 severely, in order that.we might come tO",a,better
mind, rather than perish everlastingly and therefore the national
judgements of the floods ought to energise Christians to judge
themselves with xigour„ to take themselves to prayer that God
will give them a better mind'. For nnleSs-We repent we will
find ourselves classified with those wham Jesus Said wiU all
likewise perish.
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