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Our Australian community is on the brink of
ceasing to be a Christian community, that is a
community in which Christian values form the outw
ward structures by which the community is held
together, There are several reasons for this,
Materialism and the pursuit of possessions has, of
course, always been with us but it has become of
absorbing interest to the whole community because
of the greater possibility of attainment of afflu~
ences And it is as true today as it was in Jesus!
time that you can't serve God and mammon, There
are also, in the commuriity, active agents seeking
to break’ down Christian valuesj there are the
Humanists who think all will be well with society
s0 long as God is excluded. They live in a dream
world., DBut more sinister, perhaps, are the agents
of Communisin whose object is to break down Christian
values, whother values of sex and family oxr Christe
ian institutions, Their object is to destroy all
that binds the community together morally in order
that they may bring in a revolution and set up their
party dictatorship, It is as true today as it was
in Ste. Pault!s time that Christians are engaged in
a struggle, not against flesh and blood, but against
spiritual forces of darkness and it is as true today
as in the first ceantury that God has overthrown the
forces of evil whether in the community or in the
individual, through Jesus Christ the victor over sin,
satan and death.

So the first thing tiat we christians in Sydney
should do is to make more time for ecarnest prayer
for our community and for those who have positions
of influence in itj for Christian ministers, for
school teachers, for magistrates and judges, for
aldermen, parliamentarians and ministers of the
Crowne, Jesus told us to pray first of all that
God's name might be hallowed and honoured, that
God should be recognised as God, holy and sovereign,
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we should pray that His name should be hallowed in
our ownt life and in the life of the community.,.
Prayer to God is the ultimate weapon, and we will
find that it's the thing {rom which we are being
constantly diverted, becausc we are engaged in a
conflict with the powers of ovil who are anxious to
snatch this sword of prayer our of our hands,.

But sccondly, along with prayer must go posite
ive witness, but if we are to witness effectively
we nust understand both what the Bible teaching is
and how the modern situation lies. The character-
istic of modern society is that it lives only in
the present. There has always been a tendency in
human nature to do this, witness the ancient motto
"Let us eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die'"
but the tendency to live only for the present is
greatly strongthened these days by both philosophy
and science, The dominant philosophical theory is
existentialism which teaches that life consists of
expressing yourself in the prescnt moment. While
the dominant thcory of the scientific vicw of the
world is evolution which purports to explain the
world by materialistic cause and effect without
any reference to God or His purposes.

The pressure of these two theories of philos-
ophy and science has becn to exclude the concept of
God from modern thinking. I believe that the
Christian must tackle the nettle of evolutionism,
which explains the world mechanisticallye. As a
scientific theory, cevolution has always seemed to
me a very difficult one to beliecve. It goes against
experience for it teaches that the extraordinarily
complicated structures which make up living matter
have evolved from the simplest of chemicals in a
purely mechanical, almost accidental, way but
experience suggests the exact opposite; namely,
that the passage of time breaks down the complicated
rather than builds it up by adding complication to
complication, which tiie theory of evolution requires.
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Or again, take the problem of the wing of a bird
which is a very intricate aeronautical sgtructure, it
is only effective in its completed formjy how can it
get budllt up little bit by little bit by a staggei=
ing nuatber of minute accidental veriations, noncec of
which arc any use until the final form is reached.
Bvolution is also contrary to the evidence of the
fossils in so far as when fossils first appear in
the prowcambrian rocks they are all in their final
fornm, Many of these first fossil forms are still
alive, unchanged, today and although others of thesec
fossil forms have becorne cxtinct all are fully
developed forms of life, If anything, thesc early
fossils are evidence of creation, as they appear
suddenly and fully developeds And so one could go
on, but it's not ny purpose to criticise evolution

as a sciwntific theory but to point out that the
theory is used very widely but quite dirpropcecrly as

a substitute for thinking about Gods By definition,
scilence can only deal with the present though it can
theorise about the paste. It can, however, only deal
with what is observable at the present moment, and
noreover, it can't deal with origins, that is, how
things came into being, but can only deal with things
after they have originated, for only then arc they
observable, The Bible, however, deals with origins,
It teaches that things originated through the purw
pose and power of God, and that comnsequently things
are under God's control at the present momenty for it
would be a very strange creator who brought things
into being and then turned his back on his crcation
or who could not control every aspect of it at every
merient of its existence. The mind of God is of such
infinite power that there is no material creation,
however minute or however far removed from us in the
extent of space throughout the universe, which God
is not controlling compleotely at this present momente.
This is what the Bible says and this is what cormon
sense endorses, though it certainly transcends the
power of our imagination to comprchend., But we must
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not lLimit God's power by the limits of our imagine
ation, drawn as it is from the area of our very
linited experience,

The Bible's description of creation does not
exclude the concept of process, which is, «f course,
basic to the concept of ovolutioni but it directs
our attention, not to the process, but tc God who
willed creation and whose power carricd it through.
And as we reflect on the world and our life in it,
the most important fact to keep constantly before us
is that God is the source of our lifc and is soverw
eign over ite. Evolutionism concentrates solely on
the possible process, and by so doing diverts the
attention of modern society from God, creator and
sovereign Lord, who made heaven and earth and
everything in it.

There is another important and fatal cone-
sequence of evolutionisn, a thecory so widely
taught these days in our schools, and it is thisj
that if the world is cexplained solely in terms of
science, not only is attenticn directed from
origins, because science cennot deal with origins but
studies things only after they have originated, but
even norc important the concept of purpose is
excludeds Science never takes purpose into its
purview, It cannot do so, for it always looks to
causces, not to purposes, and yet purpose is the most
important clement in human lifc. All the actions
that we ourselves undertake arc purposeful, and for
an observer to understand them he must have some
acquaintance with the purpose for which they arec
being done, not mercly their immediate antecedent
causes. S0 too, if we are to understand the world
and our life in it we must understand the purpose
that God, our creator hasy and yet this is the very
thing which, as I say, evolutionism and scientism
(by definition) exclude from consideration, and it
proceeds as though purpose didn't existe The theory
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of evolution excludes from consideration ultimate
origins and ultimate purpose of our present life
and so it strengthens the modern spriit in concen=
trating all its attention on the present with its
possibilities of pleasure and the accumulation of
possessions. Modern man, as a consequence, nas a
very defective world view.

Science, of course; is am excellent area of
human endeaoour, It has brought us all tremendous
benefits and to be a scientist is a most honourable
occupation. But what I am saying is thet if we
take sciente as capable of providing the whole of
our world view, as the modern age does, we will
have a very defective concept of rcality, for the
scientific method is not designed and indeed cannot
take into account origins and purpose and ultimate
destiny which, as far as we humans are concerned,
are much more important things to get right than
is a knowledge of the intermediate procesgscs.

We Christians must witness peositively to
the fact . that God is Creator, that He is sovereign
at the present moment over every aspect of his
creation and that no single event, not even the
fall of a sparrow or a thought of a man, is excluded
from His sovereign spherc. And we nmust also witness
to the obvious deduction that God, the personal
creator, has a purpose in crcating us and creating
the world and He will undoubtedly bring this pure
pose to its fulfilments There will be a time of
assessment and Jjudgement as certainly as today
followed yesterdaye. To know this is to begin %o
understand the world and how we should live in it,
while to dgnore it is undoubtedly going to bring
the individual and our community to destruction.
As Solomon put it "The fear of the Lord "(that is,
the honouring of God and the hallowing of His name)
"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdon,
and the knowledge of the Holy Onec is understanding"
(Proverbs $:10)
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Creation implies purpose because creating is
a personal action. The dominant theory of explaine
ing the world, namely, evolution, excludes purpose
from its purview. It teaches that things are what
they are by accidental mutations which happen to
survive because of a pre-~existent cause, namely,
the environment. The great error of evolution
which is universaily taught in our schools is that
it ocontradicts a very large area of what we know to
be true frow expeirience, namely the existence of
purpose. Evolution explains everything by the past,
but human actions are undertaken in view of the
future. Our actions look to the future, that is,
we act with purposee. It is this which makes us
persons and not mere things. Purposec is an aspect
of the personal while the mechanical explanation of
the world, as is evolution, excludes thie personale.
It 19 very important for Christians to witness very
strongly these days to the personal nature of our
existence, that it results from the personal will of
God creating the world and that in this creation and
in His sovereign rule of the world at the prescent
moment He dis fulfilling His purposce.

We may say that God!'s purpose for mankind is
fellowship, that is to say, a relationship of
person with person on a basis of truth and Jjustice
of love and accepting one another., This makes for
happiness, It is a matter of obscrvation that all
plcecasures are cnhanced by fellowship and the
greoatest pleasurces arc only expericnced in fellow-
ship, that is to say in true rclationships between
cach other, where wc accept one another into our
personal lifec. It is God!s purpose for us that we
should be in fellowship with each other as persons
and in fellowship with Him who is the true Persong
and we ought to adopt comsciously this aim in our
own lives and seck to develop fellowship with other
people in our own home or at work, or wherecver our
life may be placeds Seek to understand other people
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and vo meet them person to person, There are some
things which obviously make fellowship dimpossible,
such as selfishncess, self~aggrandizement, and uni-
lateralism, all these things destroy fellowship.
Pellowship is alsc destroyed by untruthfulness of
any sort, for if you put up a facade, yvou cannot
have feliowship, for a facade is untrue relatione
ship, for, example, if we try to impress people, or
go in for status symbols and all that sort of thing.
So too, it is impossible for us to have fellowship
with God if we are disobedient, for the true
relatiounship between the creature and his creator
is gratitude and obedience. We are God's c:recations,
created by Him, given all that we have through His
goodwill and we should respond to this relationship
firstly, by gratitude and secondly by honouring
Him as God and obeying Him., But human life is
marked by disobedience to God, Naturally, there-
fore, there is no fellowship and can be no fellowm
ship till we repoant of this situation, rccognisec
that it is wrong in other words, and return to a
true relationship of honouring God and obeying Him,

Fellowship can only be restored on two condit-
ionss on repentance and forgiveness. Repentance by
the party that has ~“vwred from the truth in the
relationship and forgiveness by the other., This is
how fellowship with God is restored, It is the
only way. We must repent of our self~ccentredness
and of our regarding oursclves as cqual with God
and our thinking that we can treat with " “m, lay
down conditions, arguc with Him and so on. We must
return to a true understanding and a true accept-
ance of the fact that He is our creator and we
have received everything that we possess as a gift
from Him, Repentance is what we must do, and God
has promised that He will forgive., His forgivencss
is so complete that fellowship is restored fully
and truly. His forgiveness is such that He doesn't
even remember, as it were, our sins- The Bible has
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many ways of putting this, He casts our sins into

the depths of the secaj He puts them behind his backs
He blots them out with a thick cloudj He washes then
away with waterj He doesn't enter them in His ledger.
All thesc ways of putting the matter amount to the
game thing, that when we repent and roeturn to God

He completely obliterates from His memory, all theo
things that we have dcne against Him so that
fellowship is restored completely; there is nothing
that rises up to marr it.

You may ask how can this bej how can God give
us such complete forgiveness. The answer of the
Bible is simple and clear, that this restoration of
fellowship is based omn the Llife of Jesus and the
victory He won over evil through His death. God's
purpose is fellowship but this purpose was brought
to a halt by man's sin and disobedience. Yet God
in his sovereignty has triumphed over sin through
Jesus Christ and has restored fellowship and has
fulfilled His purpose, that is why in any under-
standing of the world or of human history Jesus
Christ must be at the very centre. The Bible
describes the work of Christ as a work of restor-
ation of fellowship; God was in Christ, we read,
restoring the world to Himself, not imputing to us
our sins. Jesus was the only man whose fellowship
witihh God was never broken, because Hc was never
disobedient but always trustful, always obedient,
oven when the path of His life led right down dimnto
the bitter depths of an unjust and cruel death. As
Christ was crucificd it is possible to see the
perfection of his relationship with God which
characterised the whole of his life. At no point
were his thoughts attracted to self although the
temptation to self~pity was never stronger than
when He was being wijustly taunted and despised.
But there was no word of selfw-pity, no word of
recrimination, only thoughts for others, for
provision for Hig nmother, prayer for the soldiers
and a word of comfort for the thief being crucified
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beside Him. And perfect trust in God His Father as
He prayed "Father into your hands I commend my spirit",

Jesus overcame sin by his 1ife of complete
obedience and complete trust, and He overcame the
oconsequenee of sin by undergoing the penalty of
disobedient humanity. And so, we who are in
Christ through faith in Him are restored to God's
prosence., The Bible has more than onc metaphor to
describe this new reality. It speaks of us being
seated with Christ in the heavenlies or standing in
God's presence, or again as having been introduced
to God. What it is saying is that we experience in
our spirits fellowship with God through His Spirit
present with our spirits. In Christ, God!s purpose
of fellowship of man with Himself has been restored;
and it is only in Christ that this fellowship can
be restored. We cannot climb back again by our
good works, by the way we live, by turning over a
new leaf, or by anything of that sort. We can only
be restored to fellowship by the complete perfect
forgiveness which God promiscs to us as we turn
back from the untruthfulness of living apart from
God and of being the centre of our own life and as
we turn back to Christ and recognise Him as Lord
and Saviour. Standing here in the circle of +truth,
God who is truth receives us, forgiving us completely
all our sins and giving us His Holy Spirit, so that
we are able to spcak to Him in a personal way,
calling Him "Fathor". This fellowship which God
establishes with us will not be interrupted by
death, but it will only be strengthened and deepened
as we come to be with Christ and scece Him face to facce.

It is essential for us as Christians to be
quite clear in our own minds about God as creator
and Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and to witness
to this vicw of the world in a community which is
on the brink of abandoning its Christian hceritagcee.
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