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DEFECTION? OR INTEGRITY?

So a Roman Catholic priest of the Dominican
Order in England has left that distinguished body and
asked to be laicised? An Anglican priest in Sydney
has become a Baptist minister? These facts are briefly
reported, for the record, elsewhere in this edition.
Nowadays, there is nothing especially unusual about
them. During the fifteen years past there have been
not dozens, but hundreds of cases of men—and some
women—exercising an ordained ministry in one or
another church, who have decided they would be more
comfortable elsewhere. So what?

There are not precise statistics— if there are, they
are in the possession of people who do not disclose
them. We are aware of eight Anglican priests in Aus-
tralia during this period who have become Roman
Catholics, and who are now Roman Catholic priests in
various parts of the world. Six former Roman Cath-
olic priests, to our knowledge, are now Anglican
priests. Six Methodist ministers, two Preshyterian
ministers and one from the Churches of Christ have
become Anglican priests. Two Plymouth Brothers,
laymen, have been ordained in the Church of England
Movement like this, common in England, is an every-
day matter in the United States. Despite the lack of
statistics, we incline to the view that it is becoming
more common.

And why not? Only a few years ago ordinary
Christian people were ashamed, embarrassed and
scandalised to learn (usually through some furtive
grape-vine, or from the triumphant shouts of “the
opposition” ) that one of their pastors had “defected”
Conversely, they tended to rejoice— in all charity, of
course— when a “defector” joined their ranks. How-
childish, and un-Christian, that former attitude was!
Traces of it still linger; but it is earnestly to be hoped
that the attitude is dying in the Anglican communion.
For it, as we claim, we are “the roomiest house in
Christendom”, we should be foremost in understand-
ing, with love and sympathy, him who goes from us,
or comes to us, through personal conviction, to or
from another part of Christ’s Church. However deeply
we believe in and hold to, or simply prefer, one or
other of the distinctive Anglican approaches and in-
terpretations, it would surely be agreed that the Angli-
can ethos involves intolerance of one thing: intoler-
ance. The Holy Spirit cannot be defined, or confined,
in the rigid formularies of the Council of Trent, the
Westminster Confession or, for that matter, the Book
of Common Prayer.

FUTURE OF “THE ANGLICAN”

The Primate, the Most Reverend P. N. W.
Strong, C.M.G., M.A., Th.D., issued the follow-
ing Statement on February 20m—

1 am very glad to hear that the Church of England
Information Trust has declined all offers to take over
“The Anglican”. It is proper for it to remain in Aus-
tralia rather than in English or other hands.

For practical reasons it has not proved possible to
date for the Church of England in Australia to have an
official journal. “The Anglican” is not an official paper,
nor is The Church of England Information Trust which
controls it an official body of the Church of England in
Australia. None the less there is great value in having
an independent paper with a high standard of religious
journalism.

Many may find themselves from time to time in
disagreement with the editorial policy of “The Angli-
can”, but that is no reason to discontinue reading it. Not
only is it good for us to read views we may not agree
with, but I feel that “The Anglican” gives the best and
fullest all-round coverage in the whole of the Southern
Hemisphere of church news in Australia and overseas
and of current religious happenings and movements of
thought and action

Church people and others need this information if
they are to be fully informed and educated in these
matters.

I know from my travels overseas how highly “The
Anglican” is regarded and sought after for this reason
by church people in America, England and_elsewhere
who wish to be kept up to date in Australian church
affairs,

I understand that “The Anglican” would like to im-
prove still further its news coverage, but it can only do
so with increased staff, and increased staff depends upon
increased circulation. For that reason, as the Bishops
did at the time of General Synod, | warmly support the
present drive for increased circulation and hope that
church people throughout Australia will respond to it.
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THE ANGLICAN  UNITY CONSULTATION HELD
IN SYDNEY

FOUR CHURCHES IN TALKS

A consultation was held in Sydney on February 19 with members or the
Presbyterian and Congregational churches unity committees and
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February 25: Quinquagesima

February 28 Ash Wednesday.
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What it is. A true pipe organ, available in several models

ranging in price from £A1,773. F.O.B. London.
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“CHRISTIAN ABSENCE” IN
ASIA STRESSED

E.AC.C. ASSEMBLY IN BANGKOK

Ecui
Bangkok, February 19
The population explosion, the minority status of most Christian com-
munities, new  difficulties for ‘evangelism, and government restrictions make
it necessary for Asian churches to act with “a sense of urgency without
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A CONDITIONAL
ORDINATION

Anglican News Service

it London, February 19

A former priest of the American Episcopal
Church, the Reverend J. L. Hughes, was “condi-
tionally ordained” on January 27 by the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Munster, Germany, Dr Joseph
Hoffner, without having to renounce his Anglican
orders.
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JOINT ORDINAL PUBLISHED

CHURCH SOCCER
ASSOCIATION
From A Correspondent
The  Protestant  Churches

Anglican News Service
London, February 16

The first part of the final report of the Anglican-Methodist Unity Cont-
usion, set up in 1965 to prepare a detailed scheme for the union of the
i churches, has been published jointly by S.P.C.K. and the Epworth Press.
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CLERGYMEN ATTACK CONDUCT
OF THE WAR IN VIET NAM
Anglican News Service
New York, February 19
A statement alleging that “American conduct in Yiet Nam is condemned
by those very standards of conduct which we imposed on a defeated enemy
in the Nuremburg trials”, was issued on February 4 by a group of 29 well
Kknown clergy
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THE COURSE COVERS:—

Make-Up and Skin Care; Care of Hair; Fashion Know-How;
Grooming; Deportment and Poise; Social Etiquette; Speech
and Group Discussion; Physiology and Anatomy of the
Female Body.

THE COURSE IS CONDUCTED BY MERLE SAUNDERS,
« Diploma, June Dally-Watkins + Diploma, Manicurist
« Diploma, Make-up * International Beauticians Diploma
« Diploma, Corsetier. A General and Obstetric Trained
Nurse and Trained in Speech and Drama.

THE COURSE CONSISTS OF THIRTEEN

TWO-HOUR LESSONS: ONE EACH WEEK. .. PL

A GRADUATION DINNER FOR YOU AND YOUR ESCORT

WHERE IS IT HELD?
C.E.N.E.F., CORNER BATHURST AND KENT STS., SYDNEY

COURSES BEGIN:
HOUSEWIVES—
Wednesday, March 20, 11 am. to 1 p.m.; or
Thursday, March 21, 11 am. to 1 p.m
BUSINESS GIRLS—
Wednesday, March 20, 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.; or
Thursday, March 21, 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m
SPECIAL COURSE FOR SCHOOL GIRLS IN MAY HOLIDAYS

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS WRITE TO;
MERLE SAUNDERS,

14 RICHARDS AVE., DRUMMOYNE. 2047
PHONE 81-1192 BETWEEN 2P.M.—8 P.M.
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CLERGY GO THROUGH
FLOOD AND FIRE

NORTH QUEENSLAND TRAVEL
PROBLEMS

From Our Own Correspondent

Mackay, February 19
Clergy of the Rural Deanery of Mackay, Dio-
cese of North Queensland, came almost literally
through flood and fire to confer with their Bishop,
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