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TENSION BETWEEN GENERATIONS

Tomorrow commences the National Marriage and Family Week
in Australia, and ever since 1961 when it was first formed
from various denominations and social organisations within the
community, the Council has sought to affirm that a strong and
secure family life is a prerequisite for the welfare of the
nation.

Somebody once $aid that a nation is only as strong as its
families. Therefore, it seems appropriate that this year's theme
has been well chosen as "Tension Between Generations".

It would be foolish to deny that we live in a young people's
world. It has been estimated that between 1950 and 1970 the teen-
age population in Australia will have increased by 80%. There is
a vast difference between yesterday's world of the crystal set and
the portable transistors of today; of the steam-driven engine and
the turbo-jet; of Bing Crosby and the Beatles.

In a recent editorial of 'The News' we read, "The key-of-
the-door-at-21 attitude is way out of step with today's teen-
agers. They work more responsibly and spend money more widely
than their parents dreamt of doing." The Editor then pointed
out the move to lower the age for drinking, betting, driving,
marrying and voting, Yes, it's a young adult's world.

But the tragic fact about this world of teenagers and the
world of the adult is that both are growing rapidly apart. There
appears a great gulf fixed between the two. Each fears the other
and is ignorant of the fears, hopes and problems of the other.

As we turn'to the 5th and 6th Chapters of St. Paul's letter
to the Ephesians, we get some idea of the home as it should be,
and some idea of the role of each member of the family.

5:22 "Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord"

5:25 "Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
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Church and gave himself up for her"

6:1  "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this
is right. Honour your father and your mother’
(this is the first commandment with a promise),
that it may be well with you and that you may live
long on the earth. Fathers, do not provoke your
children to anger, but bring them up in the dis-
cipline and instruction of the Lord".

For a moment, let us look at the tensions that exist be-

t;een the generations. They arise in both generations because
of:

A LACK OF COMMUNICATION,

To communicate means that we
with others, either through words,
something very personal because som
moments of victory and our moments
difficult as it may be to express o
ing of release - a sense of happine
have allowed the tensiong ingide to
invaluable such a friend is who
tates', to tell us where we are

share something of ourselves
letters or deeds. This is
etimes it means we share our
of despair, and somehow,
urselves, thére comes a feel-
SS and peace, because we
come out, We all know hoVw

simply *listens' and not ‘'dic-
wrong.

we enter into 2 personal re-

lationship and an encounter with another being We commit

ourselves to one another,

Consider for a moment one of the ;
stories . most tragic famil
Absalom.in ;Zewgib;:;idnlt 18 the story of Davigland hisyson
B S b s s third Son, and because of an immoral
e ity :h er towards hig sister Tamar, Absalom
same., David took 1ta: ipaddent, . the family was ;ever the
what responsible. Ip :hze:?g' He regarded himself some-
bewilderment, Absalom fled.fiozthzie?o:fusion, bereavement and
David breaks down in tears, ang i » e wag left no choice.
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story of that home did not end there, We capture something of
the tension in that family as we read II Sam. 13-18. Tragic
to say, because both men could not get together to communicate,
there came a time when there was no turning back for father

and son. And then there came a day when Absalom met his death
in a most humiliating way. David, deeply moved on hearing the
news, was heard to say on his way to his chamber, "0 my son
Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I have died instead of
you, O Absalom my son, my son!" (II Sam. 18:33).

Here is pathos and spiritual poverty in this family.
Too late to turn the .hands of the clock back. All because the
situation in that family was not rectified in the early days.
"Indeed a sad home" says Dr. John Hercus in his book 'David‘’
"if ever there was one", No communication; no round-table
conference talks after dinner or lunch to sort out their prob-
lems and difficulties, but instead a collection of jealousy and
conflict and tensions which led in the end to sheer open hatred.

I have often viondered whether David had been too busy
building his empire - politically, socially and economically, in
favour of spending time with his own family, and specially God's
gift of children. It was said of David and Jonathan (who was
Saul's son - somebody outside the family), that because they
spent time with each other and communicated on all kinds of
subjects, their hearts were knit together.

It is certainly true that young people today feel that
the personal relationships of family life are breaking down.,
Doris Odlum in her book, "Journey Through Adolescence" writes,
"The adolescent in the family group..... often feels that he
is misunderstood and rejected”,

The other day I asked a number of Secondary School pupils
what they considered were the tensions between generations. b
received a variety of answers, and as they did not have their
names on them, I asked permission to use them.

One, aged 16 wrote that parents, especially fathers, "do
not understand you are growing up and have the right of freedom
of speech ... I know parents have been through things worse
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than us, but why put us down when we are just starting to be
adults? (and here comes the sentence about communication).
At home I relax, and when I think something is funny I
laugh, but I get told off for laughing like this. But Dad
can snore while we watch T,V, and we can't say a thing ...."
That's communication!

A girl 15 said, "I think one of the tensions is that
you can't complétely confide in your parents. I tell Mum
a lot of things, but I only tell her what I want her to know.
But I would like to tell her everything (she then talks
about a boyfriend and a certain problem, and then adds) "I
would give anything to be able to discuss this and my feel-
ings, but she'd tell me not to be stupid or something. Who
can we talk with (concerning) our personal problems?"

~ Here is one that I thought was significant. She is

16, and writes, "Complete lack of communication. I
talk to my parents. They won't listen to —
cuse me of cheek, disrespect and ungratefulness, and I
find myself worse off than I was before. Adulés don't
seem to realise that when you have to do up to four hours’
of homework every night you have to let off steam somehow
They keep thinking of what they did whe )
some things they apparently choose to £
us to them. They seem to forget that we live in a rat—
race of a world that they created and we haven't got the
Sa?e chance, You have to be about 60 to have a ga in
;z;s w:rld‘tivMOSt adults are intoleéerant of world pzozlems

SusvAryeiLon, warssdisenge, etc., and they resent.us

because we have the audacit
into the open.” e Pépnthess BReblmirout

can't
They ac-

n they were young;
orget and compare

May I read one by a bo
Y, whi -
a note of humour in it,- Blugtly ;2’ although serious, has

writ
understand our problems, They think we ::; QQTY;t:hgzn;2

G

U™ N
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the family that you can talk to; someone that is older than
yourself, though."

You will notice that in all these, and as many others
revealed, that for teenagers what was very important was com-
munication., They felt need to confide, discuss, laugh and cry
together, work out their problems, not be talked down at, but
respected, given a fair hearing, and perhaps most of all, under-
stood.

Ross Synder in his book says, '"Young people are often
surprised that it is so good to have a conversation with an
adult, and that an adult thought it worth his time".

Perhaps it is things like this that help create the
right home atmosphere where every member feels free to speak
and share his or her experiences. This does not mean the
young person has the right to speak all the time. - This would
be wrong; but it does mean that each person should be able to
speak, ]

I remember some years ago in Theological College, some
students speaking about the reactions they received from their
parents when they told them they were going to enter the min-
istry. In many cases, dad walked out; he wouldn't listen to
it. Mum said, "But listen, you will bé an embarrassment to
the family; what about your present job, your university edu-
cation, and all the money we spent on your education?"

Therée was a refusal to hear and listen and discuss, and
very often, a refusal to discuss common things.

‘Communication will help develop those hidden potential-
ities, draw everyone closer together, reduce the inner tensions
and frustrations, and thus strengthen each other. That was the
Pattern Jesus Christ exercised with the 12 disciples.

Between the generations there is thé need to build inter-

Personal relationships. On this subject, Jesus said, "I give
You a new commandment, that ye love one another" (John 15:12,17).
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This means that there is the need for feelings of trust,
of undérstanding, of acceptance, of affection in every
family. This means that the home is a place where re-
conciliation and re-building of the family urnit is ever
going on. It is a matter of building bridges of under-
standing and love. _ .

I read of a girl aged 18 years who would never say,
in the Holy Communion Service, the response "Lord, incline
our hearts to keep this law" to the 5th Commandment,
"Thou shalt honour thy father and mother.......", the reason
being that as a child her mother despised her. Somehow
the girl could never forgive because her mother could
never forgive. And it was revealed that now, at 18,
there were deep-seated guilt feelings, lack of confidence,
resentment, and all this meant that she was incapable of
being what she desired to be.

Tensions between generations are resolved by loving
one another, as Jesus said; to love as He loved us. That
means there needs to be a constant self-sacrificing love,
as Christ had. That is how we build bridges between
others and ourselves,

Tensions arise between the generations because of
Christian inconsistencies. Why is it that the Bible is a
closed book in the home, and prayer is thought of as some-
thing totally personal, never corporate?

We say grace three times a day, and yet if visitors
come somehow we put it off together with prayers and Bible
reading. In a restaurant there is an embarrassing silence
pefore e eat. We laugh at a smutty joke.
do not go unobserved by our youn eople,
inconsistencies of the Christianglgfepii theTaiilzreft:E
adult. We look at the wrong kind of T.v, proinen o 2
enjoy them. In their eyes it does not add up mes an
are the first people who notice thesge thingg, o

»~

These things

Teenagers

Tensions arise Wecause 6f the so-called new morality
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Our children are living in the midst of a social and moral revol-

ution, Space does not permit to téll of the things the young people

wrote this week on sex, mini skirts, etc. I believe many of the
things they said are true. They spoke of some of the attitudes
parents had towards their children, such as a father to a daughter.
I am sure you can imagine themn. The old traditional standards,
values and commandments are, in the eyes of many, obsolete, o0ld-
fashioned, fit for the birds. Concepts of sex, love and marriage
are changing. For example, marriage is thought to be no longer
necessary. Once it was life-long and unbreakable - it was a re-
lationship for keeps.

Theré is a film released through M.G.M., called "The Subject
was Roses", It is the story about a marriage gone sour. A
young man returns home from the war to find everything about his
home changed. It was a marriage gone sour. It is interesting
to look through entertainment columns to see the number of filus
on the home or marriage - from "Divorce, American Style", to
"Guess who's Coming to Dinner".

Perhaps teenagers are under terrific moral pressures which
are greater today than ever before. what are these pressures?
Experimenting with drugs; premarital sex; cheating, gambling,
alcohol, and many of these indescribable tensions are there be-
cause of adults who are literally exploiting our young people.

"Home Life" gaid this: "Whether better or worse, one thing
is indisputable. Never have the temptations and pressures been
So open and so attractively presented on T.V., full-colour ads,
books and magazines. More free time, extra money in their pock-
ets, the loss of identity in urbanization, the easy availability
of cars, certainly makes it easier to yield to these temptations
(Sept. 1968).

What is the answer to these searching and difficult prob-
lems?  Indeed, it is a complex issue, but Paul reiterated some
eternay principles that will never change. The young and the
©ld need to 1ook at these, for they show us how our family life,
and alss eur life at work, can be made all the stronger.
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St. Paul's writing to Ephesians:"Wives, be subject to
your husbands", i.e., respect him. Do you? Your children
are watching. "Husbands, love your wives'". Is that true?
"Children, obey your parents" Young people, ar i

¥ e you
that? ’ y doing

You may be interested to know that
about 5%? said this week that although th:gfehZ;ezhse:§e¥:§ers’
from perfect, yet there were no tensions. It was a place
where co-operativeness betweén each member was evident ( Par-
ents were examples to follow, and such children found éhere
was security, trust and an understanding.

That seems to be the 'ideal' kind

’ of family. is 5%
would surely admit that from time to time there Zre tThl? J%.
there are tensions in every family, even in the best g;i;:::;n

family; but they can be solved to
ether
things mentioned above. p » through some of the

Helen Lee in her book, "The G i
. - : rowing Yea
iaylng this about our young people, nlf ig EEZ’tgzzct;des Zy
onger need us (adylts). They need our help accut ey n
and our understanding and steady love and o e it
step out on an gnchartered Jjourney togethe T Prayan, agities
homes as a spiritual fortress in whose .
built" (p. 151). Shadow ¢

They need our
heirs can be

PRAYER

Heavenly Father, hel i

foundations and,prinﬁigiezolzgzlg $ilgl a8 om tho
Where there are tensiong ¥
Irelp us to use then pos;
of one another.
there is love, un
a place where we
our failures;

wn in your Word.’
Jizoglems and difficulties,
o he Yy for the strengthening
derstandin;mesdbe a fortress where
and sympath
can share our tensionsg L b iy
?

. 0 . K
and this we agk in Jesus' N ur joys and

ame., Amen.
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