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I . 143 st. John's Road,
T Rangoon, Burma,
2 H&l‘c%l, 1 62.

7

Subfect: Invitation to the Agian Chruchwomen's Conference, Philippines,
Baguio City, 12-23 November, 1962,

Dear Friends,

. ' You are aware that the East Asia Christian Conference inaugu-

Q ated at Kuala Lumpur in 1959 is slowly becoming a real factor in the life
of the Asian Churches and we believe that every effort must be put forth

¥ to make it a vital channel of fellowship and witness, It is most grati-
fying to know that some Christian women of Asia have so early caught the -
8pirit and import of this Conference and are making a move to rally Christ-
ian womenhood to this cause which is the cauge of Christ., They wish there
fore to hold a Conference of Asian Churchwomen from the 12-23 November,
1962, in Baguio City, Philippines, with the theme "Launch Out Into the Deep, ¥
They requested the EACG to aponsor this event and fhis request was granted
whole-heartedly, The responsibility of inviting the delegates wag made
over to the BACC Committee for the Cocperation of Men & Vomen in Home, Church
and Society and pizns are underway and in good ‘hands,” '

We invite your national council to send a delegaténtosthis conference

and we hopé that she Will be chosen with the following qualifications:
1. She should be actiyely related to the women's organization of the Church

where she holds membership,
2. She should be one who has nob_had much > of attending inter-

tional conferences, )
36 Mr&presentative of the Church's national women's

orgenization.

Ve shall be most grateful if you will send in the name of your delegate
88 soon as possible so that study materials eah’be gent to her for prepara-
tion for the conferénce, :

Though this conference is czlled an Asian Churchwomen's conference, we
would like to include our sisters of Australia and New Zealand as their /

countries are members of the TACC.
B o

p
. Z-.—Ee &z M to our ABien ister opMeir ﬁf%\
Lo} erehy ir w¢ are dsling tiém Lo s B 54 1 t thedr oY o
\ . 0 eir re&spoy esleen dedourdf@ne ot Tequest that your
oLl Sy t:omn'?organmatﬂgize/lpvto pay fof yo ravel and\the Conferen

Please address [icther enguiries to Mrs. Jael Gruz (Chairman of the Plan
i ning Gomittee) c/o Philippine National Bark, Dagupan City, Philimair;es.

i ‘ i i I ; i ind and there are - - .
This Conference- is going to be the first of :.{ts kind / i
doubtless many thingsin our nlan: that need Smprovement or a.éqlzi‘ferent W
wey 68 hendling., We ask yon to bear with us and we are confident ?hat at
this first conference the woemn gathered there from all the covntries of

Asia will work out better plans for future ones,

Yours in His Service,

() e P

Chairman, ZACC Committee on Coopegatiefn of
! Men and Women in Home,Church and Society.



April 4, 1962.

Mrs T, if. Ccates,
Wesley College,
PRAHRAT, VICTORIA,

Dear iirs Coates,

: I huve received an invit-tiom from the Chairman of the Zast Asia
Christian Confercnce Committec on Cooperation of Men and Viomen in Homs,
Church wnd Socictyy for an Austrlimn to attend a confercnce of Asian
Churchiromen, ot Baguio City, Phili::inocs, November 12-23, 1962, The
invitation asks that a persom be onncinted by the National Gouncil, that
she be sotively mlated to the wer s organization of the Chiuzch <licrs she
holds nembarship, that she should he one who has not had much orpurtunity of
attending international confercnocg, ond tha’ she showld be an oloctod
revresentative of the Church's nniticonl women's orgonization,

Of course here in Austm-lia io do not have z naticnsl o wents
organizotion of the Church so I hrv: not been able simply to hand §iis
matler ovor to such a group, Sovonol people have been consulted zbout it
and this letter comes to you bec use it is felt that in the Tirgt instance
we would like to ask you to accopt wortination of the Australisn Council of
Churches to attend this Confercnce. lowevery, I must sdd that wo would be
unable o provide finance but you misfit be able to handle that through the
help of the women's organization to which you belong.

Of course, too, it may be that you feel thei if you were to go
it should be by the decision of somc women's organization. We have felt
that in the circumstances of women's organizations in Australia, we should
not inmist, hence this letter to you. But if you yoursedf feel this way,
then we would ask you to act om our bohalf in raising the matter with the
Women's Inter-Church Council in Victewia in order to give that Coumeil the
opportunity te act on behalf of the ACC in appointing someone from Victoria
(you or somebody else), to attend the Asian Churchwomen's Confercnce, If
you prefer to act in this way I cncloso for your use a copy of tho letter
I have roceived and ask you to presont it to the Women's Inter-Church Council,
With it I onclose a covering lettor Prom me to you asking you to present it.

Yours sincerely,

HARVEY L.PERKINS,
Coheral Secretomg

o
e, Q,,Q}\ﬂ\ w\\v
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Aprdl 4, 1962,

idrs s« He Coates,
Weslcy Collogo,
guaw A, YICTORIA.

Dear llrs Coatesy

I am forwurding %0 you = copy of an invitation o the justralian
Council of Churches to send 2 dclugate to a Conference of Asian Churchwomen
4o be hold in the Thilivpines this Sovember. I am sending the invitation
to you in the absence of any nobvional women's organization iinked with the
ACC and with tha suggesti-m thed ou invits, on the ACC's beholfy the women's
intomechureh coineil of Victoria %o nominate to ma a dolegat: to this
Confoimea,

You would need to membion that the ACC has no wgy of Ilinoncing
such a nomination and we would hone thot the Vietorian inter-church council
could find weye of doing this. ’

Yours sincerely,

HARVEY L.PERKTNS,
General Secretary.

HLPtms
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2% 20, Jume 1962.
Dear Friends,
This is to inform you that our Consultabion on the Christhen

Family and Changing Society planned from 24 — 30 November 1962 at Baguio,
Philippines will now take place in Petchburi,(near Bangkok), Thailand,

Please inform all delegates, both of the Consultation and
the Asian Church Women's Conference of this change. I do hope they have
not gone too far in their travel plans to inconvenience them,

The main reason for the change is the high costs in the
Philippines. The new place Petchburi is 165 kilometres from Bangkok and
right on the see side, Accommodation in Hahd Chow Samran Hobel has been
confirmed. ' ’

Though funds are limited we will consider helping Consulbtas -
tion delegates with some travel subsidy if no other help is available
and if a request is made by the N.C.C. Be sure to let us know in good
time with address to which the subsidy is to be remitted. If we do not
hear from you on this matter we shall take it to mean that no aid is re-
quired.

T hope you will remember about the national report from your
country of conditions and problems relabted to the subject and the efforts
that are being made by the Church to meet them. We need this report
early so that a general survey and study may be prepared by two people
for presentabion at the Consultation, Please also try to bring about 50
coples of this report with you when you come to Bangkok.

May God bless all of us as we pfepa:ce for the meetings in
Petchburi in November,

With warm greetings,

Sincerely,
W p&wd

e 84/ Louise Paw),
Chairman, EACC Committee on
Cooperation of Men and Vomen
in Home, Church & Socisty.
143, St. John's Road, Rangoon, (Burma).



July 18, 1962.

¥rgT. H. Goates,
Yesley College,
FPRAHRAN. Victoria.

Dear Mrg Coates,

I had not heard from lrs Leen of the Victorian Jomen!s Inter-Church
Cowmeil since you wrote to me on April 25 ingicating that you eould not
sttend the Gonference of isian Churchyimen in Novamber, but had passed on
wy cuery to lirs Keen gso that the matier could be raised al the Executive
of the Victorian ¥W.1.C.0.

Time is running shorbt for Australia to find a represemtative. 1f the
Vietorian ¥.I1.C.C. is not yet able to find one, I think I should give the
opportwnity toc another State where I have reason tc believe the appointment
could be made very quickly. Would you therefore please ask Mrs Keen
waether the W.I.C.C. has appointed somebody and if not ask her to refer the
matter back to me so that I may take it up with another State. The Aust-
ralian Commitiee for the East Agia Chrigtian Conferemce is finally responsible
for any appointment of a representative that is made.

Yours sincerely,

RVEY L. PERKINS.

£ By .

B3ziakzhal

A S5 2
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Women’s nter-church Council o} Dictoria : q

PresipenT:

MpgvvnBaiebneay.

Joint Secretaries:
MRS. COLONEL H. W. SAUNDERS,

794 Canterbury Road, 18 Gordon ivenue,
Box Hill, E11. Kew

Tel: WX 2568. . e |

- Rev. H. L. Perkins. Melbhourne.

MRS. F. J. PELL,

18 Gordon Avenue, Gen. Sec. 341; Vh i 7 & |
Kew, E.4. anustralian Council of Churches. £ 5l ';E ,965
Tel.: WM 6923.
*

; Dear Mr. Perkins.
Joint Treasurers:
MRS. D. H. PEART,

16 Baker Parade, Your letter to lirs. Coates concerning
Ashburton, S.E.11. $ ‘ P ¢ 3
Tel. BL 4109 or MB 1024, GDE sending of a delegate to a Conference of asian

Church Women to be held in November was passed on
MRS. T. GRIEVE,

19 Elmie Street, to &4 meating of our Executive ver lirs. 0. Keen.
A%uag% The matter was discussed but we felt there were one
el.:

or two difficulties in the way of us nominating

anybone, even were we able to find somzone who was
willing to go. First of all we are only a State
Inter-Church Group and thereforp could not speak

for the whole of Australia. Yie are not in a position
to assist financially aayone who could go, and

I understand from the Rev. David Robinson, that the
Victorian Inter-Church Council sre not in a pnsition
to help either. It does so happoen that our incoming
President lirs. Norman Faichney has for the past 4
months been overseas and will be returning at the end
of next month, and another of our msmbers Mrs. Lawrence
Wiarner will be returning from American and fanada in
November but unfortunately not coincidinsg with the
dtates of asian Churchwomens' Confersnce. I am. .
sorry that Mrs. Coates herself is not in 2 position

to 7o, Perhaps at some future date it might be
2ossible for us to have a conference of churchwomen

on the australian level - which at the moment seems

to be very needful. )

I am sorry if you have been inconvenienced
and I hope you may yet find someone who could attend,
and renresent Australisa.

Yours sincerely,

ifeec (- é..

Hon. Sec. %



143 st. John's Rdo’
Rangoon, Burma,
30 July, 162,

The Secretary, -
Augtralian Council of Churches,
511 Kent Street, 3rd Floor,
Sydney, N.S.W,

Dear Friend,

This is to remind you that the name of your delegate to
the Asian Church VWomen's Conference is die. We shall be grateful if
you can provide us with it at your earliest convenience. You will
have received a notification of the chenge of the Conference site from
Bagnio in the Philippines to Petchburi, Theiland. The dates remain the
same ~ from the 12-23 November, 1962,

Perhaps you have gent the name direct to the Cheirmen
Mrs. Cruz of the Plenning Committee, If you have done go, I shall
be grateful if you will atso give me a copy of the letter,

We do hope Australia will be represented at the Conference.
Hoping to hear from you soon. )

Sincerely yours,

( Mrs. L. Paw,)
Cheirman, EACC Committee on the Cooperation
of Men & Women in Home, Qhurch & Society,



August 6, 1962.

Mrs L. Paw,
143 St John Road,
RANGOON. Burma

Dear Mrs Paw,

Thank you for your letteybf July 30. We have not yet been able
to find a delegate from Australia for the Aaian Churchwomen's Conference.,
but are stlll trying to do so. We will let you know as well as Mrs Kruz
ag soon &s we are able.

Yours sincerely,

HARVEY L PERKINS.




-~ Australian Council of Churches
=, : (ARl /olmﬂnwmd Council of Churches)
| : '/ djﬂt -

President : AT ROOM 2, 3SrRD FLOOR

Re. Rov."De,A. C. Watson - 511 KENT STREET (CNR. BATHURST STREET)

General Secretary : }'VUV SYDNEY

ot L

Rev. Harvey L. Perki s

Assistant General Secretary: «i
Rev. David M. Taylor #

TELEPHONES
61-5224, 61-4766

Treasurer: TELEGRAPHIC
Mr. Alan Ife “ECUMENICAL” SYDNEY

August 3, 1962.

Mrs D. J. A. Verco,
55 Burns Road, r

WAHROONGA. N.S.W.

Dear Mrs Verco,

I am writing to you as President of the NSW Women's Inter-Church Council
to offer you the opportunity of making an appointment on behalf of the ACC to
provide Australian representation at the Asian Churchwomen's Conference in
Thailand, November 12-23, 1962.

The text of the invitation which I originally received is attached. I
should explain the reason for offering this opportunity to you so late. -
Originally we offered it to the Women's Inter-Church Council in Victoria and
it is only now that we have learned that they are not able to fill the position.
This will make it even more difficult for you to do so, but nevertheless I give
you the opportunity.

Not having a national women's organisation of the churches in Ausgtralia,
the only way that the Australian Council can act is to offer the opportunity
to State organisations such as yours.

I must add of course, that we will be unable to provide finance for travel
but you may be able to raise that from the various women's organisations linked
with the Women's Inter-Church Council. If you are able to make the appointment
please address your reply to Mrs J. Cruz (Chairman of the Planning Committed),
C/- Philippine National Bank, Dagupan City, Philippines, with copies to Mrs L.
Paw, 143 St John's Road, Rangoon, Burma, and to myself

I am enclosing a circular containing all the inforl(;tion about the
Conference required by anybody you appoint and would ask you to pass it on to
that person, if you are able to make the appointment. I also enclose a
certificate of authority which the member should take to the Conference and ask
that you fill in the line with the person's name and church, followed by the
words Australian Council of Churches in brackets.

If you are unable to use this opportunity please let me knowe

& &a\/\/\xuﬂ« " @ w;\/g,i( Wours sincerely,

:
O)( /\AMy %urdﬂu: =
— Church of land, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church,
Greek Orthodox Church, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churmv Al TR 5
Yo

Salvation Army, Soci-ty' of Friends, Armenian Apostolic Church
Antiochian Orthodox Church. General S




THE METHODIST CHURCH or AUSTRALASIA

New South Wales Conference

PRESIDENT:

REv. NORMAN W. LICKISS, L.TH. The Parsonage,
18 ESSEX STREET 18 Essex Street,
TeEL.. 86.3450 BPPING,
SECRETARY: 29th hugust’1962°

REV. NORMAN G. PARDEY, L.TH.

T A
26 TRYON moAD | lirs, D,J.A.Verco,

te: 481708 | President Women's Inter Church Council,
SYDNEY,

Dear Mrs, Verco,

It gives me pleasure to know that the name of
Mrs. EDNA BEALES came before, and was approved by your Executive
Committee of the Women's Inter Church Council,

¥ou can have every confidence that in Mrs, Beales
you will have a worthy representative for the reasons I indicate
hereunder:; -

a, Mrs. Edna Besales, more widely known as Edna Roughley,
has besan a writer to various raligious journals for
over 25 years, and at pressnt contributes the Womant's
and Children's pagss of our weekly publication "The
Methodist".

b, This talented lady has consistently occupied our pul-
pits in many city and country centres, and has been
increasingly in demand as a speaker at Women's Rallies.
In her own Church at Bondi she was for years the
General Superintandent of the Sunday School.

¢, Mts. Beales is also an experienced Scripture teacher
in the State Schools, and at pressnt is taking regular
weekly classes in Epping wnd Homebush High Schools.

d, In addition to these activities shes has found time to
lead & fortnightly Bible Study Class in my own Church
at Epuping for the past three years,

In Mrs. Besales we have a lady of high Christian
principles, Missionary outlook, most conscientious wnd devoted
in everything she undertakes, and if# appointed as your represen-
tative to the forthcoming Conference, will justify the confidence
placed in her,.

Yours sincerely,



New South Vales Vomen's Tnter-Church Council

55 Burns Road,
WAHROONGA, N. S. W.

3rd September, 1962.

Rev. Harvey Perkins,
Australian Council of Churches,
511 Kent Sireet,
STDNEY.
Dear Mr, ?erld.ns,
Re Asian Church Women's Conference

At our Council meeting last Friday, our Executive's nomination of
Mrs. BEdna Beales, 24a Rawson Street, Epping, to attend the Asian' Churfh
Women's Conference as representative of Australian Church Women, was
accepted unanimously, there being no other nominations. No member of the
Council was in the position to find the finance necessary and the Council
has no fund on which to draw for such a purpose.

I am enclosing a letter I received from Rev. Norman Lickiss setting
out some of Mrs. Beales interésts and activities in Church life and from
this the Council judges that she will be a very worthy representative
of Australian Church women.

Our 8ecretary, Mrs. Brigadier Baker has forwarded to Mrs. Beales
the papers you sent to me, as you requested and I shall suggest that she
contact you for any further information.

The feeling of the Council was that we regretted that we had not had
sufficient time j;o build up a fund for the travelling expenses of our
representative,

Mrs. Beales has consented to become an associate member of the Council
and will be invited to meet the Cc;uncil at our Community Day on Sept. 28th.

Mrs. Beales has also aggeed to take the time on her return to report
on the Conference to any interested Church women's groups.

Yours sincerely, B 9_ UL\,C_O,

4

President.



25 Prazer Streot,
DULTICH MILL.

Ixd, eﬂm’m‘

- The amembors of the siowve Council desiro me to wwite
and oxpress thelr grest plessuve in ihe fact of your willingnoss to
. be nomlnated vepwesontative on behalf of the Mustralisu Council of
Uburches at tho forthooming Asian Chuvchwomon's Conforence in Thedlend,

Tho Clroulsy containing a1l tho infovmetion abous
the Conference, togethor wiih o Uertillecate of futhoriiy uhbdeh you will
nocd to take %o tho Comforemco s enclosed,

Your nominctlon will be formmwded to the Gonovel
Secrotary of the iustralicn Uouneil of Clurehics, and will be confimmed
at thelr noxt mocting on Sentonber 19th, 1962,

Vie trust that this visit to owr lsian Chriostien friends,
will be most benoficicl to ¢ll of the doleguies, and the days of
properation bo rich in blessing and guldence.

Wth cvery good wigh.

Yours in Christian Sorvvice,

%ﬂm/}@ .



Cnew South Vales Vomen's Tnter-Church Council

Ph, L1188 23 Frazer Street,
DULWICH HILL.
5th September, 1962.

Rev. H.L. Perkins,

General Secretary,

Australian Council of Churches,
SYDNEY.

Dear Rev. Perking,

Re: ASTAN CHURCHWOLEN'S CONFERENCE — THATLAND
NOVZIIIBER 12-23, 1962 — APPOINTLENT

In reply to your letter of the 3rd. ultimo relative to
the above, addressed to the President of the N.S.W. Women's Inter—Church
Council (Hrs. D.J.A. Verco) I would advise that lirs. Edna Beales, our
Methodist Representative has been nominated as our appointment on behalf
of the ACC to provide Australian representation at the above conference.

I undergtand that this appointment will be brought to
your next meeting on September 19th, and if accepted, I will write to
lirs. J. Cruz (Cheirman of the Planning Committee) sending copies to Mrs.
Paw and yourself as requested in your letter.

The Circular concerning the Conference has been forwarded
to Mrs. Beales of 24A Rawson Street, Epping.

With every good wigh.

Yours sincerely,

S .
(Mrs. Brigadier K,) .
Hon. Secretary.



God said: “‘Fear not for | have redeemed
thee, | have called thee by thy name;
thou art Mine.”— Isaiah 43:] ’ 24a Rawson Street

Epping, N.S.W.

18.9,62

Rev.Harvey Perkins, T 3 S
Aust.Council of Churches. o ®OET 43

_. . Sydney. . . sl g

Dear Mr,Perkins,

' I rang to have a chat with,you in regard to the
Thailand Conferenxe, but you were in Adelaide.

To date I do not know whether the Australian

Council of Churches has confirmed the selection of myself as
Delegate to the Asian Women's Conference; but the members ( more
accurately the Secretary of the Inter—Church Council)ad.vised me
to proceed with plans, and this I have done, The papers to enter
Thailand ask for proof that I am indeed attending a Conference;
so when convenient, and if your Council has approved, I should
be delighted to have from you a letter confirming the appointment,
The suggested journey will begin on Nov.7th. (for I would like two

days in Singapore) arrive in Bangkok on the evening of the 9th.

leave Thailand on the 29th,, after which I am going to see some—

thing of Hong~Keng and Manila, arriving back in Sydney on Dec.l12th.
I think you are sure to be segd___ip,g.}m,;d_:hu_Tha.i.la.nd_

' regarding the Delegate; out as I have the Circular, you, perhaps,
B

may not have the address, so I'll include it here — just in case.

Secretary: Mrs.L,Paw, -
143, St.John's Road,
Rangoon Burma,,
This Conference should be & wonderful opportunity for both
giving and receiving, and I'm more than happy with the anticipation and
thought of it.
I trust your stay in Adelaide was all you could a.sk of it. The
___ last ,‘g;i_.g_l_@ﬂl_m_ej;_jrgg was at the Conference of the Council. of:Churches. that.

I reported for the Methodist; it seems a long time ago.

With every good wish,

Eles Foe L

” N K (Mrs.E&ﬁq, ‘Beale".é)J

. T ' (£dna Roughley) ..



Mrs Edna Beales,
24a Rawson Street,
EPPING. N.3.W.

Dear Mrs Beales,
Thank you for your letter of September 18.

This iz to confirm in writing your appointment

October 2, 1962.

by this Couneil to

represent Australia at the Asian Church Women's Conference in Thailand,
November 12-23. This Council rejoices that dustralia caen be represented
at the Conference and looke forward to your own participation as our

representative and to your report on your return.

Yours sincercly,

HARVEY L. PERKINS.
Conoral Seerobaiy.




Oatober 2, 1962,

Mrs J. Cruz, Mrs L. Paw,
Chaiiman of the Planning Committee, 143 St John's Road,
Agian Church Women's Conference, BANGQON. Burma

cc:

Dear Mvs Cruzsnd Nrs Paw,

I sm now =hle $o inform you of the appointment of the Australisn
zopzoscntabive to the Asfan Churok Women's Oonferende in Thailand
Novauber 12-23., Our representative is Mre Bina Bealss, 24a Rswscn Street,
Bpping, H.5.N. Nrs Beales is more widely known as Bina Roughly snd hes
besn & writer for varicus religioue jouwrnals for over 25 yesrs. She i
Bko has seoupled Methodiet pulpits ir eity end country centres constantly
and is in yery oonsiderable demsnd zs a spesksr st women's rallies, She
tesghes meripture regularly iz public schools and has alsc been Cuporintcnie
ent of the Bumday School in her loaal chmrch,

Yours sincerely,

HARVEY L. FERKINS.
Geneyal Secretary.

Mrs Sea /es



. Australian Council of Churches

(Affiliated with the World Council of Churches)

ROOM 2, 3rRD FLOOR
811 KENT STREET (CNR. BATHURST STREET)
SYDNEY

President :
Rt. Rev. A. C. Watson
Secretary :
Rev. L. Perkins

Assistant General Secrotary:
Rev. David M. Taylor

TELEPHONES
61-85224, 61-4766

TELEGRAPHIC

Treasurer:
il “ECUMENICAL" SYDNEY

Mr.

October 2, 1962.

Mrs Brigadier K. Baker,

N.S.W. Women's Inter-Church Council,
23 Frazer Street,

DULWICH HILL. N.S.W.

Dear Mrs Baker,

Thank you for your letter of September 5 concerning your nomination
of Mrs Beales as the person whom the Australian Council of Churches could
nominate for Australian representation at the Asian Church Women's Conference
in Thailand in November.

We have pleasure in accepting your recommendation, and I have written
to Mrs Cruz and Mrs Paw on behalf of the ACC and the Joint Committee of the
Australian Council of Churches and the National Missionary Council for the
East Asia Christian Conference undeyﬁhose auspices the Church Women's
Conference is being held.

I am very grateful for your help in enabling the Council to make a

nomination for Australian representation at the Conference. We will all
look forward to Mrs Beales' return and her report.

Yours sincerely,

[t
an RS

General Secretary.

Member Churches:

Church of England, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church,
Greek Orthodox Church, Churches of Christ, Congregational Churches,
Salvation Army, Society of Friends, Armenian Apostolic Church and >
Antiochian Orthodox Church.



15 Buras Parade, CHAPEL HILL,
BRISBANE, QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA, 4062,

&b'm’i
Dear Yes. Soloann,

The Hatioual Comm’ittes of Austealian Church Wemen exprussed a desirs to extend to the
Astan Chureh Nomea's Conforence an inviiation fo hold their mext Converence in Australia,

1 sas Instructed to write accordingly to the Secretary (Brs. Davies, New Zoaland) and
| kave enclosed a copy of the Vetter forwarded to her for your information,

The Sorking Committes §s giad of this epportunity to send Best Wishes for your
overy undertaking fros Australian Church Vomen,

In Christion Love,

(Brs. C. Connell, Seerctary)

COPY OF LETTER TO MRS. K. DAVIES - NEW ZEALAND - enclosed.

RS, S. R, Solomon, Christian Compound, Civil Lines, Etawah, U,P,, INDIA,



T Mm/% 2/5747’-
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Krs. K, Davies,
Avongide Vicarage,
CHRISTCHURCH 1,
NEW ZEALAND,

Dear Mrs. Davies,

It gives me much pleasure to write to you on behalf of Australian Church Women
with a request that you convey to the Asian Church Vomen's Conference our invitation to hold
the Fifth Asian Women's Conference in Australia. i
It is realized, at the outset, that some delegates would find it very expensive indeed
to attend a conference in Australia, but we would hasten to assure them that every endeavour
would be made to keep costs at a miminum, and a most warm and sincere welcome would await them all.
Past experience with large conventions and conferences in Australia has proved that the
least expensive, but most suitable, accommodation is obtainable in the various University
. Colleges. This, of course, restricts the fixing of tonference dates to university vacation
times when such accommodation is available. The long summer vacation (end of November to be-
ginning of March), particularly in Canberra, our national capital, is a most lovely time of
year = nqQ,{6akc6\g,/}ust’blﬁijant49\|11ﬂ2b$ ideal in many respects for an international meeting.
University Colleges are very popular and are much in demand for conferences, | mention
this because, should the Asian Women's Conference consider accepting our inv!tatiqn, it would
be necessary to make an early booking to ensure that adequate accommodation was secured.

E The next national committee meeting of Australian Church Vomen will be held in Sydney
at Deaconess House, 8th - 11th Febrﬁary, 1972, but the working committee, at present located in
Queensland, meets monthly and we would be most happy to answer any queries or supply further
infornation which could assist those responsible in arriving at a decision regarding the
venue of the next Asian Church Women's Conference.

Warmest Greetings and Good Wishes from the Working Committee -
On their behalf,

Secretary

Solo ooy
WW&’/%M Brily Aov Aoy irfrimation
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Mrs. C. Connell

Secretary, Australian Church Women
Australia

Dear Mrs. Connel,

I have received a copy of your letter to Mrs. K. Davies invi=-
ting the Asian Church Women's Conference to be held ih Australia
come 1974. On behalf of the Asian Women's Conference, I would like
to express our thanks for the kind invitation estended. However,

I would like to state that this matter will be brought to the
attention of the members of the Working Committee when it meets
sometime next month. Whatever decision this committee will take, I
shall be very happy to inform you.

Meanwhile, please accept my warmest greetings for and in

behalf of the Asian Church Women's Conference, and once again I
say thank you for the invitation.

Very sincerely,

(E’;la}mT’Ba e
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Miss Rosalind Gurubatham
No: 9, 6 30 Petaling Garden
Petaling Jaya, Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia

On behalf of the Asian Church Women's Conference and on my
own, I wish to greet the Australian Church Women on the occasion
of their National Committee Meeting.

In the 0ld Testament times, especially in Genesis, the role
of women had been recognized. The power of woman was manifested
in Eve, and altho it was said that the fall of man was due to
woman, yet in the New Testament, the Bride, which is the Church,
has the dominant role of bringing together in unity, understand-
ing and love, its members. The liberation of women is due to the
redeeming love of Christ in recognizing the role of women in the
light of the Home, the Community and the World,

It is my sincere wish that at this National Meeting every
woman present may understand the role she is to play in this
great drama of life - to spread the Gospel, to share with great
sincerety their concern for the needy and the oppressed, and to
radiate the love and the warmth of Him whom we all love and serve,

May God richly shower His blessings upon this meeting that
it may prove successful and fruitful to the end that each one may
feel that she is called upon to Jjoin the ranks of other women to
prepare the Church to serve with love.

Prayerfully yours,

=
(Mrs.) E@% !T.E BéAUTISTA

Chairman, Asian Church Women's Conference



. o oo Leudiv iGle Miss M Bushill
21 Rajniwas Marg
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2 : o B - ¢ January ‘24,1972
Mrse. Ce Cmnel’l,—‘ hiF s B 3 [ G AR 5
Secretary A.Ce.W.

15 Burns Parade

Chapel Hill,
- Brisbane, Jueensland,

Australia. 4069

Dear Mrs. Cennell, :

S Many thanks fer yeur kind Christmas greetings
on behalf ef the Australian Church Wemen, It is such a privilege
te enjey Christian fellewship with all Christian sisters areund
the werld, just because we are the children ef the same Fathasr.

We shall be thinking ef yeu all during the
meetings ef yeur Natienal Cemmittee, Feb. Bi-11,1972, Our Asian
Church Wemen's Chairman has already sent yeu greetings en behalf
of the Asian Church Wemen's Cenference., Mrs. F. Bailey and Mrs.
Olga Badger, the members ef the Werking Cemmittee of the Asian
Church Wemen's Cenfersnce will cenvey eur greetings te yeu in
persen as they will be attending it.

r < The ACWC Werking Cemmittee met in Heng Keng,
Jan, 10-13,1972, We did censider yeur gracieus invitatien te
held eur fifth Assembly in Australia, but the tetal cest ef
bringing 120 delegates te Australia makes it impessible te accept
yeur kind invitatien. We are grateful te yeu fer extending the
invitatien. : : :

¢ Se far ne place has been fix=ad fer the Assamblyw
We ‘are sxplering the pessibilities ef finding a suitable place in
Asia. Our Assembly will take place in 1974.

: ; Yeu will be dinterested te knew that the Cemmitt
has passed that this year I teur Austratia, New Zsaland, -
Indenesia,. Singapere and Malaysia. I weuld be grataful if yeu j
could chalk eut a pregramme fer my visit te yeur ceuntry. It
must be dene in censultatien with the Australian Ceuntil ef
Churches, Alse let me knew when will it be suitabls fer yeu all
te have me., I think I shall ge.te Australia first and then ceme |
te New Zealand, Indenesia, Singapere, Malaysia and back heme.I
plan.}o spend a menth eut en this teur.

/54 Kindly cenvey my grestings te the members eof
P  Natienal Cemmittes,Theugh we are theusands ef miles away,
i we are very-clese te each ether in the spirit ef the Fellew-

ship ef the Least Cein.May this Fellewship lead the Church wemen %
all ever the werld te bring peace en this earth. May this time

of meetings be a time fer explering new heights ef Ged's presenc
and new depths ef experiencing His redeeming leve in the fellew-
ship ef ethers. While the wemen in the west are striving fer
their identity and secial justice, let us think ef new ways ef
meating the challange ef thﬁ;?iy of witnessing His leva te ethers

lMay this time spent tegether in planning, may prevs werthwhile
fer yeur future pregramme, and fer His glery. : . :

I am vary kesn te cellect seme shert, simple expariences. ef
individuals, whe have feund the Fellewship ef the Least Cein a
mevement ef great spiritual significance, alse ways ef cellecting
the ceins . ‘ i

As we premets this internatienal mevemsnt eof Prayer, may
Ged bless =sach ene eof ms with inner peace and help us te learn
the lessen ef leving eur neighbeur as eurselves. o

Sinceréif fiurs

Mrs. Shanti R. Selemen.






AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN
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26th June, 1972,
CIRCULAR MEMO,

T0 STATE UNITS, MEMBER GROUPS and NATIONAL COHMITTEE MEWBERS -

1. RE SPECIAL DAYS, 1972 - FELLOWSHIP DAY & YORLD COMMUNITY DAY, Reports on the celebration of these days
would be of great interest and help in future programming. Comments on attendances, participation,
conments and criticisas, financial support of offering, etc. should be included in the end-of-the-
year report for inclusion in the Working Documents prepared for the National Committee Meeting, 1973.

2. NOTICES OF MOTION RELATIVE TO A.C.H. CONSTITUTION must be submitted within not less than threce months
of the National Committee Meeting.

3, RE LETTER FROM BRIGALIA BAH,.C.C. (Renewal & Renewal Movements) - As directed by the Horking Committee,
duplicated copies of the letter and statement on the WOMEN OF BANGLADESH have been included with June
Minutes, so that you may make this specially desperate need as widely known as possible and encourage
an immediate spontaneous response where possible in financial support,

4, RE VENUE NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING, 1973 - Following careful consideration of all factors which have
bearing on the decision of the venue for the 1973 meeting, the following points were made:

i. As the next A.C.C. General Meeting will be held in August '73 in Melbourne, it will not have
direct bearing on the time or venue of the A.C.W. National Committee Heeting.

ii. Costs of available accommodation in both Canberra and Helbourne are considerably in excess of
those paid at Deaconess House, Sydney, in addition to which, A.C.W. was generously given use
of facilities. (Remaining time does not permit further enquiry re available accommodation. )

iii. AJC.W.'s previously accepted responsibility for fares and part-fares plus some accommodation
costs would be much increased if the venue were either Canberra or Melbuurne,

fv. Personal accommodation costs to those committee members not assisted financially would be
greater than for the '72 meeting, if the '73 meeting were held in Canberra or Melbourne.

In view of these facts, the secretary was requested to enquire from Deaconess House, Sydney, and to
make a firm booking, if accommodation from February:6th to 9th, 1973, was still available. Subsequent-
1y, the Committee of Co-operation was to be advised of the decision reached as a result of these
enquiries,

5. RE VISIT OF NRS. SHANTI SOLOMON - Although the Yorking Committee still awaits advice from Mrs. Solomon
concerning final booking arrangements for her planned visit to Australia, September-October, as pre-
pared by QANTAS, it was felt that motification of the dates (yet to be confimed) should be given to
State Units. This will cnable some tentative arrangements tc be made pending further word from lrs,
Solomon, Notification of any subsequent alterstion of dates will be sent fmmediately to those
affected by it.

ITINERARY SHEET as prepared for MRS. SHANT| SOLOHON by QANTAS, and forwarded to her on 27th Harch (Air letter). -

FLIGHT DAY & DATE ColelY. LOCAL TINE FLIGHT DAY & DATE CETY LOCAL TIME
BAY14  Ved, 6th Sept, NE¥ DELHI Tve= 9015 aans
' X SINGAPORE ar, 5,40 p.m. N.G.
BA720  Sat. Sth Sept. SINGAPORE Ty sebeib poans 1310 Mon, 2nd Oct,  TOWNSVILLE Tv. 11.50 a.m,
u n PERTH ar. 11,05 p.m. . . PT. MORESBY ar. 2.10 p.m.
TN507  Tue. 12th Sep, PERTH lv, 12.50 p,n. 1380 Mon. 2nd Oct, PT. MORESBY 1v. 4,30 p.m.
y ! ADELAIDE ar, 5,50 p.n, o ' LAE ar.  5.30 p.m,
TNS09  Fri. 15th Sept. ADELAIDE v, 11.00 a.m. 1361 ed, 4th Oct. LAE Tv. 10.40 a.m,
8 8 MELBOURNE ar. 12.30 p.n, 5 B PT, MORESBY ar, 11.40 a.nm.
TNLLS Tue, 19th Sep. HELBOURNE v, 9,25 a.m. 1305 Thu. 5th Oct. PT. MORESBY 1v. 12,40 p.m.
L X HOBART ar, 10,30 a.m. L ¥ BRISBANE ard =3 ADipau.
TN4sk  Thu, 21st Sep. HOBART Tv.  3.50 p.nm. TE818  Fri. 6th Oct. BRISBANE v,  6.50 p.m.
5865 <8 & SYDNEY ar. 6,30 p.m. L L AUCKLAND ar. 11.45 p.n,
TN&75  Sun. 2hth Sep. SYDNEY Tv. 9,50 a.m., NZ Several daily  AUCKLAND
L . CANBERRA ar. 10,45 a.m, CHRISTCHURCH
TN428 Tue. 26th Sep. CANBERRA Tvei= 535 pows QF337 Mon, 16th Oct, CHRISTCHURCH 1lv.  6.45 p.m.
L z SYDNEY ar, 6.10 p.m. y ¥ SYDNEY ar, 1.50 p.m,
TN408  Wed, 27th Sep. SYDNEY Tve 8,50 pum. PA811 Tue. 17th Oct, SYDNEY Tv. 11.00 a.m.
" L BRISBANE ar, 10,05 p.m. L & DJAKARTA ary: el peily
538 Fri. 29th Sep. BRISBANE v 6.15 p.nm, }iL203 Fri. 20th Oct. DJAKARTA v, 9.55 a.m.
A L) ROCKHAMPTON  ar,  7.50 p.nm. L . SINGAPORE ar. 11.50 a.m.
532 Sat, 30th Sep. ROCKHAMPTON 1v, 1.20 p.m. BA713  Mon. 23rd Oct. SINGAPORE Tv. 9.00 p.n,
" * MACKAY ar, 2,20 p.m, Tue. 24th Oct, NEUW DELHI ar, 1,35 a.m,
L56 Mon. 2nd Oct., HACKAY Tv. 10.05 a.m.
n n

TOWNSVILLE  ar. 11.10 a.m.






A few facts about Shanti Solomon.

Born Sambhal, Utter Pradesh, India, A Hindu father and a
Christian mother. Her father was murdered by his own Hiundu
group when he became a Christian, Shanti was 6 weeks old then.

Shanti teacher of Enzlish and Geography before her
marraige to Reuben Solomon.

Reuben son of a Methodist minister, Prof. of History
and psychology, at a Hindu University.

Shants was until recently Sect. for Women's work of the inited
Church of North India.
She is a member of the EACC Working Committee.
A Consultant to the Life and Action Unit of the EACC.
A member of the Reourcement Conference of the Executive Committee
of the EACC.
A Vice-President of the World Alliance of the keformed Churches
(Pres. and Congs.)
h//'chairman of Committee on Women's work in the Dept. of Co-0*eration

and Witness,
Co-Ordinator of all Women's Work in the World Alliance of K.C.

Exec, Secty, FLC.

Dear Cora,
I hope some of this is useful, I am sure that their are

many more things she does in her own setting , however this gives
a little picture of the kind of activities she is engaged in.
She has just returned from Djakarta, where she was attending
the World Alliance Meetings. Also in June she was in liong Kong for
a meeting for the Resourcement Coference Edect Com. and then In Seoul
f¥or the EACC Working C_m. meetings.
Jould you pass on vo Joyce PopWe my congrats and best
wishes for her job as Fed. Pres. of C.#.F. I was dekighted to hear
she was elected .
I hope all the arrangements are going well for
Shant!s visit, it has clashed forme with a YW Seminar, however that
is just one little thing, but I am Hoping we may get her to the Y for
lunch and meet the women there , some who will probably hve never
heard of her.
B:st wishes to you all at Acw.
Greetings and 1love.
Olga

V]

&/’?‘,;Z ,&:'- & piillns  Fb o



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN - AUGUST, 1972

MRS. SHANT| SOLOMON -- "Personal Glimpses"

Following are quotations from the opening chapter of Grace Nies Fletcher's book, "in Quest of the
Least Coin", in which the author says she "unweaves the strands of the 1ife story of Shanti
Solomon" as it was told to her by Shanti herself.

*

"Shanti Solomon, whose first name means 'peace' and whose surname connotes 'wisdom!, is the
splendid new woman of Asia, educated by Christian missions, who does not trot meekly behind
her husband, carrying the bundles, but who stands proudly beside her man."

"Shanti, born in Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, India, is the daughter of Nanhe Mall, the twelfth
child of the family." (Shanti's father grew up as a Hindu; her mother was born into a
Christian family: only three of the twelve children survived.)

"Shanti's father was murdered by his own Hindu family for becoming a Christian. When Nanhe
Mall decided to be baptized he went all the way and became an evangelist." (Shanti was only
six weeks old when her father died.)

“18eing 2 widow in a Hindu family is almost to die yourself or to become a vegetable with no
vaice of your own. At thirty-three, my mother further defied public opinion by becoming a
Bible woman in our village. Not overly strong in body, working long hours for little pay,
she nevertheless ran a gay and happy home; she taught us three children how satisfying it is
to stand on your own two feet, Often there wasn't quite enough to eat and seldom meat to fold
into our chapattis, but we learned early to share what we had.'"

"Shanti today is a small, gentle woman with infinite compassion in her dark eyes. She has
known hunger, deathly fatigue, injustice in the murder of her father and despair at watching,
helpless, for two years while her husband, Reuben Solomon, slowly died. But she has also

two college degrees, has been around the world several times and has been welcomed by many
nations as the representative of her great country, free India. She has little money but
never worries about tomorrow."

"After her graduation from Isabella Thoburn College, Shanti taught English and Geography for
ten years in various Indian schools before she and Reuben were married at Budaun, U P , in
1950, The son of a Methodist minister, he was professor of history and psychology in a

Hindu college. Higher education is a status symbol in India, so their wedding was an import-
ant social affair to which even her father's estranged family came, bearing gifts."

"Their home was a 'model! house which with very 1ittle more investment than the usual, could
be duplicated in any village. It had mud walls three feet thick: even then the white ants
came through and were a pest. She cooked on 2 model 'smokeless chulha' (stove) and her house
and kitchen were open at all hours for whoever came to see and, it was hoped, learn."

* "She had a pile of poster teaching aids for child care, personal hygiene, charts for learning

how to read, instructions for sewing and knitting clothes for a family, If a child got sick
she would take him with his mother to the local hospital, stand by to interpret what the
doctor prescribed in everyday words the mother could understand. Thus she helped overcome
the villagers' fear of foreign medicine. She utilized every opportunity to teach by
exanple." :

"Shanti did not preach with words but if the villagers asked her why she and her husband
were helping them in their community projects, she would say simply, 'Because we are



followers of Jesus Christ.! 1f they wanted to know more, she told theam."

TWhen there was bitter warfare between Moslems and Hindus in India, Shanti went to
terrified victims on bolh sides to ask, 'het can | <o to help YOU?' This early she.
had the belief that religious differences do not necessorily result in hate but may-be
resolved by Tove."

"ln 1956, the Prosbyterian Church organized an International Fellowship Team of Recon-
ciliztisn - six church women were to go to Alaska, Japan, Korea, Hong Kong and the Phil-
ippines to try to knit together the raveled sleeve of Christian forgiveness. Shanti
Solomon wos asked to go from India; other team members included a Japanese and four
Americans.”

The Pacific Teum gathered first in Tokyo, where together they planncd their continuing
trip. But the pistwar bitterness dismayed them, for both Shanti and the Japanese tem
member had been rofused admittance into Korea." (The team fnvited two new Asian members
to reploce them). 'l want to ponder this matter in my heart®, Shanti said, 'l shall
wait for you in Wanila with our Christian friends there, studying to sce if perhaps |
nyself have wrong thoughts.'

"She was still pondering while she and the group of women in the Monila church read to-
gether the gospel of Mark. ‘hen they reached the twelfth chapter vhere Jesus comments
that the widow vho gave her two infinitesimal coins had given more than any other because
she had given all she had, Shanti's heart gave a great leap, 'The widow's mite! Thet's
the answer!" Shanti cried aloud. .. Her dark eyes shone, her lips trembled with eager-
ness to make them understand, 'You have to give YOURSELF along with your least coin.
Real giving is a throwing off of pride., Only when our hearts are empty of self can God
fi11 them with love and forgiveness. Why could we not start a fellowship where all women
- any woman - shall pray for another in a different l2nd? There must be some concrete
symbal of her concern - pessibly the smallest ccin of her country? Like the widow's mite,
help peogle sick, in bad trouble everywhere? Yhat do you think? Could we do this?' ..
"'You can't see a preycr or an otom, but both can have grest power for good. |f women
all over the world taught understanding of cach other in their homes to their children,
who knows what might happen? To release this power may take time, but what other prac-
tical way is there tc prevent war? The une small ccin we save every month wouldn't
amount to much but it would be a beginning.'"

"When the rest of the Team met Shanti again in Manila, one American said sceptically, 'l
do not think our church women would want to be bothered with saving only twelve pennies
every year!'! !'That's whot's wrong with you who have everything', Shanti pointed out

_patiently. 'You don't understand how humilisting it is to always be on the receiving

end as we are in Asia! The paisa, the least coin of my country, is worth only a fraction

~ of an American penny, but even the poorest village woman can affor! to give it to someone

worse off than she is. She nceds to do it for HER OWN SAKE! To stand up proudly. It is
important that rich and poor, college graduate and illiterate, CAN GIVE ON THE SAME LEVEL.
If you of the West draw aside your skirts, you'll be the loneliest women in the world,
YOUR GREAT MONEY HAD DIVIDED US; LET'S SEE IF YOUR LEAST COINS CAN DRAW US TOGETHER!!
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Yhen the invitation was later extended to other Christian women in the United Stotes, Stuth
America, Eurupe anc Africa, they gladly joined the FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN first
sparked in Manila.

* "he idea of praying and giving person to person, on an equal besis in both East and West,
has swept like wildfire around the world, YWomen in seven countries that first ycer began
saving their tiny coins in as many kinds of receptacles as there werc nations."

* ©1This nust not be just another organization with monthly meetings and a deadly dull secre-
tary's report!, Shanti insisted, 'The Fellowship is a spontanesus sharing by women every-
where in the power of the spirit which may be turned to a given end 2s surely as sunlight
focussed by glass upon a bit of wood mey bum. The small coins should not intorfere with
either local or other church giving, for they are only SYMBOLS.'"

* WBy the end of the first year, the Asian women were startled to find thot these coins, some
so valueless that when 2 person dropped one she did not stoop to pick it up, amzunted to
§11,000, Next year it totalled = §20,000, The tiny coins continued to accumulate till they
amaunted to 100,000, Little did they dream that within ten years this money would amuunt to
over half a millivn dollars!?

(The first Asian Church Women's Conference was held in Hong Kong in 1958, It was agreed that
this organization should edminister the funds, This conference, with headquarters in Bangkck,
includes in its membership churches extending from Korea on the north, south to Australia and
New Zealand, west tc Pakistan and as far east as Japan. The women formed a Central Committee
to interpret and promote the Fellowship of the Least Coin, to receive applications for grants
and to make recommendations to the All-Asia Conference as to where the funds from the. Least
Coins should be spent.
| iPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP -

Not more than the least coin in cur currency may be given to this fund, in order to keep the
\_/,ldea that every woman can give the same amount t¢ this pro;ect

The covenant of prayer and world fellowshlp nust be emphasized, rather than the forn of

raising money or the amount.)

* "Today the Fellowship of the Least Coin has contributing members, or has given afd; in
Australis, Brazil, Burma, Cemeroon, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, lren, Japan, Korea, iebanon, Liberia, Hexico, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philipp-
ines, Portugal, Britain, Syria, Taiwan, Thailend, the United States, Vietnam, Venezuela, and
Yugoslavie. .. The Fellowship goes on znd on quietly, with its comparatively small gifts,
forging little links of understanding and reconciliation between one nation and another,
weaving the hopeful fabric of peace."

. es ae .. .o .o .o ‘e .

Other chapters of the book, "In Quest of the Least Coin", are concerned with the story of
peoples and projects which have received gifts from the Fellowship: each is an eloquent
testimony to the existence of the fellowship. Chapter Three, "The Cross and the Lotus®,
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commences with this verse by Sara Lindsay -

"With carcless hand | gave the coin,

It scemed as nought to me.

The least of all my goodly share

As gift? A mockery!
tly sister in her distant land
Gave one least coin, like me;
But went without her evening bread
To share her poverty,

Within the cup which feeds Thy lambs,

Qur coins became, through Thee,

The golden coin of Fellowship -

Thy love - the alchemy,"

FX R XX KX KX XH WH WX XX

MRS. OLGA BADGER (Member of the Planning Committee of the Asian Church fomen's Conference)
has kindly supplied additional information, outlidﬁ'ﬂrs. Solomon's current activities and
interests, -

1iRS. SHANTI SOLOMON is a VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE NEW WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES.
She is Chairman of the committee on women's work in the Department of Co-operation and
Hitness, and is alsg Co-ordinator of all Women's York in the World Alliance of Reformed
Churches.,

Mrs. Solomon a MEMBER of the EAST ASIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE WORKING COMMITTEE, a MEMBER
of the RESOURCEMENT CONFERENCE of the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of the E.A.C.C. and a
CONSULTANT to the LIFE AND ACTION UNIT of the E.A.C.C.

Mirs. Solomon is also serving as EXECUTIVE SECRETARY of the ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CON-
FERENCE which carries responsibility on behalf of Christian women of six continests
for interpretation of the FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN of which is the FOUNDER,

Until recently, SHANTI SOLOMON was Secretary for WOMEN'S WORK of the UNITED CHURCH of
NORTH INDIA.

She has just returned from DJAKARTA, where she was attending the WORLD ALLIANCE MEETINGS.
In June, she was in HONG KONG for a meeting for the Resourcement Conference Executive
Committee, also in Seoul for the E.A.C.C. WORKING CONMITTEE MEETINGS, and on completion
of her visit to AUSTRALIA, NEW GUINEA and NEW ZEALAND, will be attending special women's
meetings in MALAYSIA, :



AUSTRAL!M CHURCH WOMER Selibuwoc, 1ic
ASIA'S "SPLENDID NEW WOBANF

In describing her as "Asia's splendid new woman", authoress Grace Nies Fietcher pays 4ribute to the
fact that SHANTI SOLOMON has "arrived”, The humble background from which she emcrged to walk with
serene confidence on tha national and international scene was probably the refining influence which
brought to 1ight the gold of her character.

The twelfth child, and one of three to survive, of a Hindu father and a Christian mother, Shanti
leamned early the cruelty of fntolerance and prejudice, Her father on becoming a Christian (very
early In Shanti's life) was murdered by his oun fanily for the step he had taken. With indomiteble
courage, her mother defied public opinfon, ran a gay and happy Christizn home for her three chilcren,
and taught them "how satisfying it is to stand on your own two feet?, Often there vas not enough 1o
eat, and they learnt early to share what they had,

Shanti Solomon today is a gentle woman with infinite compassion. She has known hunger and deathly
fatigue, tnjustice in the murder of her father, and despair at vatching, helpless, for two long years
while her husband, a professor of history and psychology, slowly died, But she also has two college
degrees, has been round the world several times and has been wolcomed by many nations os the repres-
entative of her great country, free India. She has little money but mever worries about tomorrow.

Before her marrfage Shanti had taught English and Geography for 10 years in various Indian schools,
and she later drew on her knowledge and experience to teach local villagers in child care and
persona) hygiene, as well as how to read and how to knit and sew to meet family needs, Her house and
kitchen were open at all hours for whoever came to see and it was hoped, to learn. She helped in
every way she could, teaching by example rather than words, at the same tise using every opportunity
to affirm her Christian faith, but never discriminating in her kindnesses to Mosiems, Christians or
Hindus. In tines of bitter warfare, her of for to terrifled victins was, "What can | do to help You?®

Saall wonder then that this woman's dreas of a worléaide fellowship of women has seen fulfilment In
her own 1ifetine. Refused adnittance to a country In the famediate post-war years because of her
nationality, Shanti applied herself devoutly to solving the problem of bringing the world's Christian
women together on a common basis, Her solution came in the inspiration to found the Fellowship of the
Least Coin, a fellowship in which participating women pray for each other - for peace in the world, in
the home and in the heart. As token of her participation, each woman gives each month the least coin
of the currency of her couatry. "The one snall cofn we save every month won't amount to much," she
said, "but 1t will be 2 beginning." When some women of the western world tenced to deride the small-
ness of the gift, she declared, "Your great money had divided us; let's see if your least coins can
draw us together!"

The idea of praying and giving, person to person on an equal basis in both East and West, has swept
1ike wild=fire around the world. It started that first year with women in seven countries, and gifts
of Meast coins® at its end totalled §11,000, Little did they drean thet within 10 years this money
would amount to over half 2 million dollars. Not more than the least coin may be given and enphasis
is on the covenant of prayer and world followship, Today the Fellouship of the Least Coin has con-
tributing members and has aided many and varied projects in twenty nine countries around the world,
The Fellowship goes on and on, with its conparatively small gifts forging Tittle links of understand-
ing and reconciliation between one nation and another, weaving the hopeful fabric of peace.”

As well as being founder of the Fellowship of the Least Coin, HRS. SCLONON is

a VICE-PRESIDENT of the MEW WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFCRMED CHURCHES,
Chairman of the committee on women's work in the Depertment of Co-operation and Witness,
Co-ordinator of a1l Women's York in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches;

a MEMBER OF THE EAST ASIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE WORKING COMMITTEE,

a MEMBER OF THE RESOURCEUENT CONFERENCE OF THE EXECUTIVE COMITTEE of the EAST ASIA
CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE, and

a CONSULTANT to the LIFE AND ACTION UNIT OF THE E.A.C.C.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE ASIAN CHURCH HOMEN'S CONFERENCE which carries responsibility on
behalf of Christian women of six continents for interpretation cf the Fellowship of the
Least Coin,

Until recently, SHANTI SOLOMON was Secretary for WOMEN'S ¥ORK of the UNITED CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA,
She has just returned from DJAKARTA, where she was attending the WORLD ALLIANCE MEETINGS, In June,
she vas in HONG KOG for a meeting of the Resourcement Conference Executive Committee, also fn Scoul
for the E.A.C.C. Working Cosmittee Mestings, and on completion of her visit to AUSTRALIA, NEW GUINEA
and NEW ZEALAND, w111 be attending special women's meetings in MALAYSIA,

During 1971, Wrs. Solomon travelled in both North and Scuth America, firstly to the Assembly of
Church Women United at Wichita, and later to Argentina, Uruguay, Brazii, Guyana and Trinidad in the
joint interests of World Day of Prayer and Fellowship of the Least Cofn.
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Mrs. C. Connel

15 Burns Parade

Chapel Hill

Brisbane, Queensland 408 9
Australia.

Dear Cora, F ;

You are so good to write to me before I have a chance of writing

to you to tell you what a wonderful experience I had in Australia., Thank you
very much for making such efficient plans for my visit. The other day I showed
some slides, given to me by the women in Sydney. Every one who saw them, enjoye
them. Thanks for sending the news paper picture and also the slides. They will
be useful in my next trips.

Since I have come back, the first week was spent in attending to my
household duties, because while I was in Australia, my electric meter was stole
and our house had no electricity. My sister is 0ld and cannot attend to these
things. After that I got busy attending to my mail, but the pile does not seem
to get any smaller, because every day some more letters are added to the accumu
lated pile.I am always trying to attend to the priority jobs and can never catc!
up with my mail.

Our Chairman has gone to the States to settle down there. She has
taken up a job there, but she will come back in June next year to attend the
EACC Assembly and our Planning Committee meeting. v
j Cora, we are collecting devotional material for the "Circle of Prayer
booklet.Can you find two ladies from Australia, who can write two devotions
and send them to me before Christmas. This time some women have expressed the
Opinion that in this booklet we must tell something about the main thrusts that
the women in each country are involved in. We want one devotion be based on the
project that the National Council of women are trying to have for their own
country- describe why this project and what do they achieve by it, what are
the problems they have to face etc., finally a short prayer asking God to give
strength to over come those problems, The second devotion can be on a project
through which your women have an outreach programme, like giving scholarship
to students from other countries. Or perhaps the history of Khis scholarship
and for how long it has been going on, how many countries have been helped .
Finally a closing prayer. Please follow the pattern of the "Circle of Prayér"
Vol. vii . The theme for these devotional thoughts can be ="Active Faith
Produces Fruit.”

Thanks again for all you and your Committee did to make my trip to
Australia so meaningful, The sweet memOries of frienship, fellowship and
Christian witness will always be my precious treasure. Do convey my greetings
to all of them. 3

Enclosed is the 0il painting on the Peepal leaf. This tree belongs
to the Banyan Tree family and is considered sacred by the Hindus in Indiae. In
the morning it is a common sight to see some Hindus pouring water at its roots
and mumbling some prayers. This brings you my Christmas greetings and all the

love and gratitude T have for
%%ﬂﬁ

You. It is wonderful to know
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DRAFT OF ARTICLE FOR "CIRCLE OF PRAYER® -

READ: St. John 171 - 3, 5 - 8, 20 and 213 St. Matthew 25:31-40,
AGTIVE FAITH PRODUCES FRUIT

*] pray that thoy al) nay be sne, 0 Fathor! ..... Nay they be one, se that the world will believe
that you sent me."

PAUSTRALJAN CHURCH YOMER" i1s ths cherished title by which all wemen whe are membors of Christ's Church
_in Australia can clain te be aptly described, It is a title vhich directs women back to the words of
our Saviour's prayer and His reason for praying it, and charges them with responsibility te share in

the aaswer to that prayer.
The purpeses, aims and projects of Austrelisn Church Vomen emenate frem knowledge of the oxpressed
desire of our Lerd, ond are so bound tegether that sincere endeavours to fulfil the purpeses alse
serve the projects. "Australian Church Wemen" at its establishmont stated fts alms to be -
_To UNITE Australian church women in thelr allegiance to their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ;

To PROMTE co-operation of mcn and women in the church, family and society;

To HELP Christian wonen %o take a nere effective place in the total Vife and mission of the Church;

To PROVIDE opportunities for Christian women of different churches to woeship, study and serve

tegether, and
To ENCOURAGE fcllowship across aﬂ barriers,

The celebration together of special days (World Doy of Prayer, Fellowship Day and Forld Comaunity Day),

fnvolvement in local community concems, study, discussion, participation fn worship and service are

211 diracted at moeting these alws: so, tos, are the special projects which reach out In love to women

of other lands and cultures and to aboriginal wemen of Australla,

Encouragement to all wosen to partlcipate in the Fellouship of the Least Cola,

the selection of a project outside Australia to neeivc the noney offerings that are a part of the
World Community Day Service,

the plea for a compassionate responss to the unhappy and often desperate plight of women In other countrie:

the Wintfred Kiok Schelership which offers supplementary training to a weman from another country -

211 of those are part of the expression of the alms which Justify the exislence of the national 'bedy'

which calls Ttself "Australian Church Wemen", .

Each Australian State has 1ts own Unit of A.C.W. and these have local pn]acts quite indspendently of

the national body, At State level there fs opportunity fer porsenal involvesent in the "on-the-spet"

noeds of the community as well as in the denoninatfonally organized projects that are concerned with

social problems, the welfare of ahoriglae poople and of migrants.

But Australia is an affluent country uith scant experience of the rigours and havdships of real poverty,
none ot all of the horrars of war or the tyranny of epprossion., Therefore we kneel fn humility and
to ask forglveness for tha unshared burdans and the tears of despair that are the daily let of
so many women beyend Australfa's shorus, with vhom we have not been "as one'.

PRAYER:

. Help me, doar Lord, 1n every civeumstance of my 1life to be ready and willing to be a part of
the answer to your prayer "that they all may be one" .... "that the world may believe."

_hwen,

7
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26%h Februamy, 1974.

Lyse Shenti Solomon,
AsCeWeCs Exocutive Secretary,
C/= St. Stephen's Home

4 Bajpur Doad,

DL

Dear Lz, Solouon,

Thank you sincerely for your letter of greeting sent
to our President, Lr:, Joy Smith, before our National Coumittoo liecting.
It is cood to know that others hold us in their prayers as we seck %o
plan for futurve service in His name, The weok was a busy one aund I am
pure wo wore ell very sware of our need "to love one another" as ve
wught to chare owr jovs end frustraticns,

During the meeting, lize, Prances Downes, 7el.C.
Convenor in Victoria, presented am articlo which hed appearcd in
tho Helbourme "Age” on 24th January, 1974, A copy of this, togeiher
with her reply is enclosed for your informmation.and any action you may
consider necessary.

With Christian greetings,

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs. J. B. Murchland,
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.W.)

* As we were somewhat concerned about it,

COPY TO MRS. DOWNES



EXTRACT FROM MELBOURNE "AGE™, 24.1.74.

Women urged to set

up emergency funds

WORLD-WIDE
appeal for women to
give the smallest coin in
their currency to help set
up depots in potential
disaster areas was sug-
gesed by Mrs. Sybil
Cookson in Melbourne
yesterday.
Mrs. Cookson, an immedi-

ate past chairman of the
British section of the
Women's International

League for Peace and Free-

dom, is visiting Australia
for the first time.

She is a consultant on
the WILPF executive.

The league has consulta-
tive status with the United
Nations.

The United Nations theme
for 1975 will be “women.”
Mrs. Cookson’s idea is that
the coin scheme would in-
volve women throughout
the world in emergency and
relief work.

In spite of the “women

only” style of title, the
league has male members.
The name remains for spec-
ijal reasons, Mrs. Cookson
said-

“In countries like Leban=
on and sections of India
where women have not got
their full rights, an organi-
sation exclusively for the
benefit of women is still
needed.”

The league’s main aims
are universal disarmament,
peaceful settlement of dis-
putes and the prevention of

war.

«War is lunacy. The
money spent on arms could
be spent on construction”,
she said.

In its campaign against
war, WILPF is supporting
International Red Cross for
humanatarian law in armed
conflict.

This includes the banning
of nuclear weapons, napalm
and chemical and biological
warfare.

WILPF is also concerned
with the law of the sea
and the preservation of the
resources of the ocean bed
for the heritage of man-
kind.

As a member of the Inter-
national Planned Parent-
hood  Federation, Mrs.
Cookson recently attended
its international conference
representing the executive
of WILPF.

She said there was “a
crying need for information
and facilities on family
planning which must go
hand in hand with social
and economic welfare.”

Mrs. Cookson has repre-’
sented WILPF on the UNA
Women’s Advisory Council
and is now a member of
its planning committee for
population. She also belongs
to the UNA national dis-
armament committee and
Amnesty International.

By CAROLINE SWAN.




Reply, 2.2.74.

TH’E suggestion by Mrs.
Sybil  Cookson  that
women all over the world
help themselves by raising
money through a contribu-
tion of the smallest coin in
their currency  (Accent,
24/1) has had a forerunner
in the Fellowship of the
Least Coin.

Mrs. Cookson, an imme-
diate past chairman of the
British section of the
‘Womaen’s International
L e for Peace and
F om, is visiting Austra-
lia. i

e Fellowship of thes
Least Coin for Christian
Women was the brainchild
‘of Mrs. Shanti Solomon, of
India, and was started in
1956.

The convener for Victoria

(Mrs. Frances Downes) says:
“From the often despised
‘least ‘coin’ re than $1;
million has n raised in

?more than 5OZ:ountries o

" help in pro
world.” & jects aroumLﬂie J



33 Wilson !«..
SLENELG EAST,  Selis 5045

26th February, 1974.

Rev, Brian Walsh,
Secretary,

World Christian Action,
100 Flinders Street,

LELBOURNE, _ VIC, 3000

Dear ilir, Walsh,

Following the decision of the 1973 National Committee
leeting to give 507 of their 1973 World Community Day offerings to
World Christian Action's "Women of Bangladesh Appeal®, it gives me
pleasure now to forward a cheque for $772.60 to aid this project.

Yours sincerely,

(m. Je Be wm’
Secretary, Working Committee, A«CeWe)



33 wilson ‘loo..

26th Pebruaxy, 1974.

The Principal,

Pacific Theological College,
P.0, Box 388,
uve, FilL slandg.

Dear lir. Quigley,

Purther to our letter of 21st June, 1973 stating
that 507 of the World Community Day offering would be donated to the
training of & woman student from the Gilbert Islands at the Pacific
Theological College, I now have pleasure in enclosing cheque for
$AT45.,00 to be used for this purposs.

With Christian greetings,
Yours sincerely,

(Mrse Jo Be Murehland,
Secretary, Working Committee, A.C.V.)






33 Wilsoa Tee.,
9th April, 1974.
Ers, He As Dowmes,

1 Sherwood M.
LTs WAVERLEY. VIC, 3149

Dear Mrs. Downes,

I had a letter this week from iirs. Shanti Solomon, who,
like you, is most concerned about lrs, Cookson's idea. GShe is planning
to circulate this news in her mext Bulletin, but is also keen to contact
lirs, Cookson pursonally. Would you be able to obtain Mrs. Cookson's
address please¢, and let me have it as scoun as possidle.

Tours sincerely,

(Mrs. Je Be durchland,
Secretary, Working Commititee, A.C.7.)
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33 Wilson Tce.,
GLENELG EAST S

22nd April, 1974

¥rs, Shanti Solomon,
St. Stephen's lome,
4 Rajpur Road,
DELHI. 11000¢
India.

Dear lirs, Solomon,

Phenk you for your letter of 21st larch with news of
the action you intend teking in regrrd to krs. Cookson's suggesiion.
It will certcinly be a pity if women become confused about the two
different ideas.

1 have been in touch with lrs, Downes and the following
is lirs, Cookson's addresas-

Mrs. Sybil Cookson,
Trelawny's Cottage,
Sompting,

Suseex, B.le1515=«0Aa
Englmdu

To date, we have nheard no further meniion of her idea here, but we will
certainly advise you if the matter comes up again,

YTours sincerely,

(MSQ Je 3. Iﬁurchland,
Secreiury, Working Coumitiee, 4.C.W.)



THE PACIFIC THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

Vuya*Road, Veiuto, P.O. Box 388,
Suva, Fiji Islands

Tel : 311 100

311 331

Student : 311 902

13th May, 1974,

Mrs. J.B. Murchland,

Secretary,

Working €ommittee of Australian Church Women,
33 Wilson Tce,

Glenelg Fast, S.A. 5045,

AUSTRALIA,

Dear Mrs. Murchland,

Thankyou very much for your letter of 26th February, 1974
regarding the money given by Australian Church Women for the support of
Miss Maanana Ioteba, a student here for the Diploma in Religious
Education from the Gilbert Islands Protestant Church. (W¥or some reason
your letter did not reach here until April.,) I enclose the Bursar's
receipt. This is a most generous gift from the Australian Church
Yomen, and the College, Maanana and the Gilbert Islands Church are most
grateful. This is a real investment in people. Miss Ioteba is doing
very good work, and will I am sure be a real asset to her Church and
people. Such a trained person can do a great deal for the life of the
Church - especially when she is also possesses considerable personal
gifts, as Maananadies. She is a person with a great sense of fun, with
a very pleasant manner, and a capacity for independent thinking. She
is engaged here in quite a wide - ranging field prograﬁme, as well as
an academic course; one of ,the advantages of having the PTC in Suva is
that there is a wide range{situatlons which students can study and
explore, and a variety of programmes in which they can participate.
Some of her course work has been taken at the University of the South
Pacific, and some at a nearby Roman Catholic Teachers' College. e are
confident that she will return to the Gilberts well equipped for her
work there and we are so grateful to A.C.,%W. for helping to make this
possible.

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

PRINCIPAL
fnels
AE?rd:
V4 cece to the Rev. Koae Taburimae,
e . Secretary,
7;:7 Gilbert Islands Protestant Church.
/0 #

Rervived from H
the sum of /d%é "’M e Dollars

Cents

heing for ’@Wwﬁ Lttt

L

$ é?Z Z'—jéé’ PACH
(AL 745-00)

. DUTY
STAMP

HEOLOGICAL COLLEG

AURSAR'S ACCOUNT #~
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New South Vales Vomen's Inter-Church Souncil

i

(State Unit of Australian Church Women)

Tel. 328.7119. 33 Macquarie Towers,
250 Jersey Road,
Woollahra. NSW 2025.

18th July,1974.

The President,
Australian Church Women,
360 Marion RQ,,
Plympton, S.A. 5038.

Dear Mrs. Smith,
RE: "AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN" - Brochure.

At the lest meeting of our Executive Committee, we looked carefully at the
sample draft submitted for our consideration, and I am asked to acquaint you
with our thinking on this matter.

The first impression was that the publication appeared dull, and we hope that,
if, as we assume, it is to be a duplicated publication, you cen arrange to use
a coloured paper- light blue wikhk perhaps bronze blue ink would be attractive.
The use of the symbols adds interest.

The 'set up' is somewhat cremped, we feel- due, of course, to your desire to

get it all on two sides of a foolscap sheet. We wonder whether a little more might
be placed on the finel page- perhaps the par re the Memorial Bursary Fund, thus
enabling the inner 'spread' to be spaced rather more generously.

In the section headed "Projects" (a) W.K.S.- par.2- we suggest that "the Pagifio"
might be omitted, since Papua New Guinea is in the Pacific erea-- so that this
part might read-"scholarship holders have come from Indonesia, Papua New Guinea,
Fiji, British Solomon Islends, Ipdia and Africa (Zambia)."

We will not place a definite order just at present, but should like to know
whether the brochures are to be provided free of charge , if not, what the price
will be, and how soon we might expect to be able to obtain them,

You may be interested to read the enclosed newspaper cutting concerning the
appointment of a Sydney woman to act as Administrator with the Gordon Barclay
Vietnam Fund. The local Committee of this Fund were delighted when they received
news that the P,L.C. grant hadleen received- g 1500 (US).

I am wondering whether you have received copies of the F.L.C. Quarterly News
Bulletins yet; these were, I think, to be sent to the State Units. A friend
who had one, received from another source, lent it to me, and I found it most
interesting and informative.
With kind regerds,
Yours sincerely, A /. M Mo fr? .
PROJECTS INCLUDE - "W¥XBALEMA! GIRLS HOSTEL, 'éLlL'é'vf;H'i}!t()F TISE “ééﬂ"bgl{i;(
WINIFRED KIEK SCHOLARSHIP '["}\ 7 /
Rt AN



33 Wilson Tee.,

101 September, 1974

¥diss D, Mitchell,
33 Hacquarie Towers,
250 Jersey Road,
HOOLLAHRA S ¥

Dear Hiss Mitchell,

I was going through correspondence to-day when I
realised that I hed not askei Joy %o mention the matter of Quarterly
News Lulletine when sho was in Sydney. We wers very interesiod o heex
that you have Peen a recent onme, Alder Hall has never reccived ons. The
only one we have seen was received by Pram, Bailey last yeer and was used
as a basis for the "Prayer in Action" bulletins., Fraan, has only received
the one issue, I have written to ¥rs, Solomon to see if this sam be
rectified, s0 hope 1t may not be too loug befor: we can mske the informae
tion frow thew aveilable to the States,

With kind regards,

Yours sincevely,

(¥rs. J. B. kurehland,
Seeretary, Working Counitiee, Al.C.W,)



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN
33 Nilson Tee.,

¥rs, Shanti Solomon,
St. Stephen's Home,
4 Rajpur Road,
Delhi, 110000
INDIA.

Dear lirs. Solomen,

At a Working Commitiee Meeting some months ago, we received
news that Quarterly News Bulletins en the work of Fellowship of the Least Coin
were going to be issued., Shortly afterwards, Nrs. Fran Bailey reporied that she
had received one and we were most interested to read it.

At our National Commitiee Meeting in Pebmmary, at the request
of delegates from various States, it was resolved that as copies of the Bulletin
came %o hand, information from them should be sent to each State to be used to
keecp members imfermed of the work of F.L.C.

Heither krs. Bailey ner our National Convenor of Fel.C. (lrs.
Alder Hell) has received a copy simce then., (ictually, Mrs. Hell has not received
any copies since the scheme was initiated.) Could you please advise if, in fact,

these Bulletins are still being issued and whether it would be possible to have
lirs, Hall's name included om the mailing list if they are.

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Mrs, Je B. Murchland,
Seeretary, Working Committee, A«CoW.)






FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN

Quarterly
News Bulletin

Issued from ACWC Executive Secretarys Office
C/o St. Stephen’s Home

4 Rajpur Road

Delhi-110006.

4th Quarter, 1974

Devotion: PRINCE___OF  PEACE

We live teday in a very threatening world. All around
us there are outbreaks of violence: on the international level
in our cities and villages and in many homes. We do not se-w
to have within ourselves the sufficient resources of wisdom =r2
power to make pease and to prevent outbreaks of violence. Our
world-problems seem too complex and our various interests and
insights differ toe much. How then to direct our actions:
where is our hope for our future?

Already ages ago the Isrealites believed in a messianic
promise, the coming of one who would bring peace. Thsy passed
it on from one generation to the other and Isaiah expressed it
clearly in 9: 2-7. BEach year with Christmas we celebrate this
great fact of all ages; "Christ the Messiah has come to us".
And with the celebration ef Easter, Christianity witness:
"Through him all things will be reconciled".

But peace in Christ is not a static situatien, some thi-
people enjoy who live in msterial welfare, safely protected fro
trouble by well organized power structursas. No, Christ's peacse
includes a calling to share in the work of the Holy Spirit for
the promotion ~f love and justice in every corner of the earsh.
In Christ, lovs, peaoce and justice come together. In him
"righteousness and peace have kissed ea¢h other", as the Psalmi:
says $0 beautifully (85:13). Christ's peace may even ask sacri
fices. "I have not eome to send peace but a sword,™ are Jasu:'
words in Matthew. We are warned not to follow an easy path
(matthew 4:8-10).

o+

- Cox van Heemstra
The Netherlands.

- The Fifth Assembly of the Asian Chruch Women's Con-
- ference was held in Bangkok; October 18-24, 1974. In view that
: 1975 is an International Women's Year and the United Nation's
Commission on the Status of Women have declared that the central
theme of the year to be "Ecuality, Development and Peace".
Therefore, we Assian Church Women have expressed our determinasb
‘tion te promote the fellewship of the Least Coin extensively in
our countries. The prayer of reconciliation, offered sincerely
fer murselves and fer others, can do wonders in creating an
.understanding for each other and can be the basic step to under-
- stand the true christian meaning of reconciliation whieh the
Prince ef Peace is ready to give to each one. Next year let us
all try to promote this Ecumenical movement as an effort to
promote Peace.

: Last year Mrs. Sybil Kookson appealed to Australian
women to promote this movement as an effert to promote Peace
and Freedom. Mrs. Kookson is an immediate past chair person of
the British section of the Women's International League fer

o contd.....2/~
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-Peace and Freedom. She was visiting Australia in the beginning

~ of this year. Since then I have had a chance of meeting her and
1 also agree with her that the Fellowship of the Least Coin can
be a basic Christian Act to gain love and understanding for each
other and will give inner peace to those, who sincerely ask fer
it.

This News Bulletin was started to promote the F.L.C.
movement, and to share the news with the members. -We are pleased
to reporte that this year the amount of the 'Gifts of Love™ has
increased which means that the membership has also increased.

. Miss M.P.Pringle, Hon. Treasurer of National Women's
- Council in Scotland sent the 'Gift of Love' contribution from
27 districts and the amount has increased by 100%.

. Mrs. Leita Fendall, National Secretary for promoting
F.L.Cs in New Zealand 1971-73, reported, "The Fellowship oon-
tinues tm» grow steadily. There has been an up-surge e¢f interest
since Shanti Solomon's visit to our country, especially in and
around Auckland where the local Secretary is a very keen promo-
ter ef -this movement. Every member off the NCC Women's €ommittee
in New Zealand brings it to the notice of women whenever they _
address women's groups - no matter what they are apeaking on !!!

e membership has increased: This yetr's donation sent to
Geneva was about 14 times the amount sent last year".

In Sri Lanka Mrs. Abeynaike, the president of National
Ecumenical Committee of women has devoted mast of her .time to
the promotion.of the Fellowship.

Projects: Koinonia, Americus, Georgia, U.S.4.

) Mrs. Flcrence Jordan, one of the staff for Koineinia
projects writes: "The generous gift from the Fellswship eof #he
Leasts Coin means such to us both for %its usefulness and as the
giftrof love it represents. I had not heard much about this
movement and an intrigued by the idea. Those, who hgve-little,
often feel trat their little i5 worthless. They feel #1at sheir
own need deptrived them of the joy of giying. Your idea wgs
certainly a blessed inspiration.m ’

*

National Farm Worker's Ministry: California, U.S.A.*

It was mostféppreciative to again receive a grant from
the Fe}lowshlp of the Least Coin. My work is to organize Church
women 1in support of the Farm Workers here in the U.S.A.

j Agbayahi Retirement Village is a fruit A~f union contraets
and the "Gifts; of Love". Agbayani Retirément Village is a monu-
ment to Paulop Agbayani. And this summer it will beeome.a home
for up to 79 farm workers who are too old to do farm labour.

Of the firstaﬁorkers moving ,in most will be Filipine
mel.. These men came to thé United States #n the 1920Is and '30s,
thinking they could find goed. employment and apportunity. Mdny
of them came to the state of California, young and single.
Here they found laws forbidding them from marrying American ‘e
women, #nd laws prohibiting them from becoming citizens and from
owning land. After World War II those laws were ruled uneonsti-
tutional, but by then many of the men were old. °

i SR . contd....3/-
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Agbayani Village is a reminder to us of the questicn.
"What happens to farm workers when they are too old t» su ~"rt
themselves?" After they have spent their lives tending a::
harvesting the nation's food, don't they deserve a place tc
live in dignity and with some security? It is pitiful thst
only .79 can live in the Village. Wg need hundreds of Viliszes.
But who will build them?

R )

., The money for building materials for Agbayanl Village
came .from the first esntracts that the United Farm Workers

,Unlon madé with. grape growers. In those eoritracts was stipu-

lation that for every box of grapes packed the grower w&ald
pay 2¢. When those contractexpired in the spring and summer
af 1973, the growers decided. to switch to the giant Teamsters
Union in an effort to defeat Cesar Chavez and the United

Farm Workers. There is no mere money now to build other Vil-
lage was donated. The United Farm Workers must regain their
contracts if services for and by farm workers are going to

be extended across the country

'
'
¢ e

&

» | Pat Hoffman ~

ational Farm Worker
Ministry.
% N

Becumenical Council of Women, Kerala, India.

Mrs K.K.Geroge, ~the Secretary of Ecumenical Ceuncil
of Women in Kerala, India was greatfpl fer a small grant of
US § 200, which enabled her to bring 70 Christian women,
belonging to different denominations, together to discuss the
Status «f women in India and their role in the Church. The
meetings were a source of great inspiration, information =nd
Christian fellowship. It has also given a food for thougnht.
They are still seeking ways of more effective witness in
society. » N

g _ &
The Girls' Brigade Pacific Fellrwship:
8 ™
"You will be delighted to hear that over training
programme in Papua New Guinea is progressing very well.

Miss Susana Karava,,whose home is in Kerema, Papua
has been travelling constan%ly sinez Mareh-of this year, ecen-
ducting training glasses throughout #ie Western Distriets of
New Guinea, including Mamms, Madang, throughout the 3 pik
area, Balimo and Baiiyer River. She writed of great interest
by the women and girls in Girls' Brigade since it gives them
an opportunity of learning skills ef use to them in their
village 1life, and stimulates them in their knowledge of the
Lord Jesus and promotes a désire te live a more full Chris-
tian life. Susanna will be back in Port Meresby in Augmst
for trajning courses there, and all who have partieipated
have expressed their thanks for the fact that she has been
enaabled to do this.

g
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Miss Bmily 3aerson has continued in her area of the
Bougeinville districts where she is responsible. through the

.. Christian Education Department of the United Church to work

and oversee women's work and Girls' Brigade. The same applies
to our third Training Officer, Miss Linda Edoni whose area
embraces the Papuan Islands.

o ) .
These three local young women are doing a really fine
Christian service fer their Lord.

; in January we have planned a Penomarae (ér Camp)
‘whieh is to he held at Kabakada near Rabaul in New Britain ana
all three ﬁ?alnlng officers will be holding responsible posi-
tions in the camp programme. - It is hoped that 40-60 girls will
be able to attend from all. partb of Papua New Guined, pegether
with 19 from Australia, . from New -Zealand, 2 from the New

- Hebrides and 2 from the golomon Islands .. The theme, is to be

"The Power of the Holy Spirit" and I am sure 1t will be g most
j¢yous and blessed time.

Mrs. De Carrick.

Congregatinn CnmmiJment to Reading: Madras, India..

. I am very glad to inform you g#hat there has been wel-
coming signs :f interest and commitment for the above preject
The Working Committee of the Syond of the Church of South Indi
endorsed this projeet and comiended it for implementation t
all the Churches of the C.3.I.. s <
-3 ,

¥ =
2

Seconﬂly, THE GUARDIAN has highly commended this project.

Thirdly, #he Literature Development Bgard of the
National Christian Council has decided to observe one Sunday
as Literature Sunday in the Churches of India. The theme for
.this Literature Sunday has been decided upon as "Congregatlonal
Commitment to Reading".

) Already there are small small discussion grounds spring-
ing up in congregations so #hat eongregations may get-committed
to reading and diseussion.

We have alse published varieus booklets and*books
which will lend themselves for promoting this project.

I takee this ~mpportunity to bid you goodbye and also
thank you for theegran® .fsom the Fellowship »f the Least Coin.
" am sure that this project will bzar much fruit and all the
Managerial @taff of the CLS have deeided tn promote this pro-
ject vigoureusly.
e}

"Niji-no-Te" Rairbow Haven. -

e

We wash to thank you very much fer your-kind gifts of

L=

<U8 V,Q 000:00 from the Fellowship of the Least Coin Funds.

Here is a progress report of the Residence Home for Retiring
wWomen Pastors and Christian Workers with a pig¢ture of it.

We named it "Niji-no-IE" (Rainbow Haven). The one-
story house seen farther end is the Residence Home quarter,
and the-building thhs side is the se+called public quarters
where there are halls fer services and meetings, dlnlngroom,
kitchen, bathrooms, some.rooms for visitors to stay, ewe.
The oil painting en the wall of the lobby was painted by oae

BEHES . » 5w o0 5/~
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of the Federztion members, and was named, "The Way to Jerusalem".
She is a winner at various national exhibitions.

As soon as the building was completed, many $hurehes
and Christian groups began wasing the public quarters for their
summer conferences and retreats. Practically there were no
days that the building was not occupied till the middle part
of October, (of course, except Sundays and half day on Saturdays).
Those who were there were sztisfied with the place very much
and were most grateful to have such a place for church g= ther-
ings. As to the residence Home, it will takesa 1ittle longer
+o start functioning. To make it a really homelike place for
the residents to live permanently, the Committee have been A
making their uttermost efforts to fix it nicely; besides, they
have to be very careful in selecting gpe residents-to-bs for
a comparatively small capacity at this stage. (Ten for the
first period with a ‘nhope that it mey be enlarged some day when
more funds shall have been raised.) We hope, however, it will
begin functioning early next year. May we have your prayers
for the Home - for its growth as God intended and hoped.

»

Toshiko Hayashi
Executive Secretary
National Federation of
Kyodan Women's Societies
J apan.

The Marigot Vocational 3chool - Dominics. Uest Indies .

3 We greet you from the island of Dominica on the West
Indies, and particularly from Marigot. We are pleased to report
that THE MARIGOT VOCETIONAL SCHOOL has been progressing steadily
and has been attempting to meet the needs of the young people

in this community which it set out to help originally. We
continue to offer classes in Typing, Home Economics, Wood Craft,
Agriculture....... ..and more recently, English, Basic Mathe-
matics, and Hand work which includes Crochet, sewing and other
related subjects. '

We are very grateful to you for yomr substantial ¢
contribution to our school of US § 1,500.00~ We wild use ¥ae
same to purchase as many Type-writers as that money ean pur-
chas.. At the moment, our clas: in typing numbers 22 students
and we have only 8 type-writers. Sc we are very much indebhed
to you for your generosity, and we continue tc pray God's
blessings cn your work.

Neville D. Brodie.
Dominica, West Indies.

Buropean_Seminar and Study Tour.

T would like to express my sincere thanks to the
'Fellowship of the Least Coin Grant! for having made it possible
for me, a woman of the Third World to attend the BEuropean Sem-
inar and Study Tour from 15th September to the 6éth October,1973.

It was indeed a meaningful and fruitful experience for
me and I will continue to live my Christian 1life upon the gui-
delines God has s.t down for us and try to follow and teach
others from the additional lessons and examples that I have
learnt from my seminar in Europe.

' Pamala S. @Wahab
Georgetown, West Indie
contd....6/-
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, Miss Gudrun Diestel,  the Chaiiman of the Interna 1p‘ i
Commlttee of the World Dey of Prayer 1970- 74, in her lett
introducing the theme for this years world Day of Prayer
Wrote % g

<
"when in 1970 we asked all of you which issue wai
most important to you, the over-whelmlng answer, from all 8orners
of the world was "Peace". Meanwhile we write 1973 but looking
at the world in which we live, Peace is Stlll our longing, our
hope and our task. .

Peace is more than having no war. In the Christian
understandlng it means to get the chance to live a full life
and be in one accord with God and people around us. Peace 1s
a process something dynamic. "Peacekon the earth'™ - the .
message of the angels to the shepherds in the field - this
great gifit of God starts where old and young, hunBiand and wife
in the family can overcome what separates them - where broups
from different tribes or .nations in village or ‘town break -
through distrust and discrimination - whereover your prayerful
heart includes people affected by the news that comes ovsr the
radio."

I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Bright New Year.

May the Prince of Pegce be our guide and Saviour.

PRAYEE : "Lord of spase and time,
enable us to see you as the lord of here wnd now,
assure us of your constant care so that
- willingly we give wwrselves in caring for'others;
enfold us with your emernal love so %hat
- we respond by reaching out in loving kindness of otiher:z;
sdtisfy our longing to see you in those
P "we encounter so that we may reflec® something of
' your spirit to others '
o o .Amen". e 2 .
' Shanti Solomon
Executive Secretary, ACUC.

&
Promotional Secretary, ¥FLC
C/o 3t. Stephen's Home
4, Rajpur Road,
Delhi - 11OOSM
I'nd & g -
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A.C.W,C, RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that:

1.
2

3.

5.

6.

7.

%

10.

Church women should be instrumental in helping all women
to become more economically productive by sponsoring classes
on oottage industry, baok-yard gerdening, agriculture eto.

Church women should initiate a review of the curriculum and
methods of the educational system, so as to make it more
relevant to the needs of the time,

This A,C.W.C. should call upon Christian women everywhere

to sheke off their indifference and to take an active

interest in the political 1ife of their countries, to

exercise their suffrage, to run for office if necessary, in

order to influence the processes of decision making., Women
should sponsor forums and discussions on politicel and social
issues affecting the community vhere they are and serve

as a medium of dialogue between citizens and govermment officials.

Church women should be instrumental in interpreting what

is done and can be done together with people of other faiths
in socia) mctinn programme, and joint participation in study
sessions,

Church women should be instrumental in helping young people
to become aware of what is happening around the world, and
to their neighbours, to develop in the young a capacity for
discermment.

Church women should first of all understand the true meaning

of "neighbour", that it exists not far itself, but for the
whole world, They need to re-examine the priorities in

terms of their responsibilities towards their neighbours,

They should be instrumental in helping the church to reconmstruct
itself to make it more relevant to the whole society.

Every delegate should make a detailed report of the
conference to her National Council and/or Women's organisation
and continue her study of the theme and share it with others,

Church women should be instrumental in initiating and
promoting adult education; such as literaoy,

The A.C,W.C, should be en instrument of change, by taking
& stand or issuing a statement of policy on basic and
ocontrcversial issues,

A.C.W,C. should seek deeper involvement in the life of Anian
Christian Service in Vietnam and Laos by:
a., prayer support of the Administration,
b. financial support to continue the work and send
such support to ICA Secretary, 24 Foxall Street,
Elanora Hoights, N.S.¥W. Australia 2101
3. reading and decoming knowledgeable about
Vietnam end Laus,



AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN

COPY OF LETTER FROM MISS BRIGALIA BAM - YWorld Council of Churches, Education and Communication Unit,
RENEWAL and RENEWAL MOVEMENTS,

Dear Friends, | am writing to you today concarning the Women of Bangladesh, After you have read the
enclosed description of their plight, please consider whether it might be possible for you to help them
and what provision could be made from your budget. This is 1ikely to be a Tong-term problem, so planning
ahead fn our budgets will be as important as the much-nceded lmmediate emergency grant, They will fndeed
be grateful to you.
Apart from my own colleagues in the World Council of Churches who are working on the overall situation, |
aa in touch with the !nternational Women's Council, and we have all agreed not to set up separate projects
in this connection, We have agreed to work through the existing bodies in mgladash and the special
conaittees set up there,
Wie shall be working through the Director of our relief comnittee, Mr. Anit, who is most concerned about
the situation of these women and about the fact that there 1s not yet enough money allocated to help them.
So | have decided to make an appeal to the solidarity of church-women around the world, and hope very
much you will be able to respond with your usual great generosity!

This brings all my best wishes to you, Yours sincerely, BRIGALIA BAM,

THE YOMEN OF BANGLADESH

It s now well knoun that one of the most terrible features of the war in Bangladesh was the rape of
some 200,000 women. Some observers oven allege that the rape was part of a daliberate policy designed to
create a new race to unite East and West Pakistan, Be that as it may, there is no doubt that the effect
has been to bring a difficult social problem to the country. The women have been thrust deep fnto an
tnterfor conflict within thetr country: on the one hand, they are officially described by the Government as
heroines, on the other is the fact that, within the culture, they are regarded as "disgraced® by their famil’.
as well as by any potentfal husband, A Malaysian woman who visited Bangladesh in an East Asian Christian
Conferonce programme to help the women said: "It would be hard for a westerner to understand how terrible
this 1s for a Muslim woman. Most have been 1solated from men since puberty, Many would never even show
their own faces to anyone uther than a husband,®

In addition to the social stigma, many thousands of children are expected to be born who are not
vanted by their mothers and who will be regarded as outcasts in the society. No one knows the full ex=
tent of the problem, though there have been reports of widespread abortion, and it is feared that there
will also be infanticide 1f something is not done for the girls, most of whom are aged between 12 and 25.
It 1s clear in this situation that blankets, food and saris are not emough, The need s for imaginative
social programmes that restore self-dignity and provide skills and training for the women to take a full
part in the society.

At the present time, a wide vartety of programmes are in operation, or projected, which cover every-~
thing from simple relief to consideration of the part the women can play in the future of Bangladesh. The
Sisters of Charity, led by Nother Theresa of Calcutta, have opened a Shishu Bhavan (Children's Home) in
Dacca, to handle as many as 100 women in advanced stages of prognancy and to care for children after birth,
There are other homes in Pabna and Rajshahi, But the work has started slowly, as the girls are unwilling
to come forward. It looks as if the socioty has been able to absorb at least some of the girls. The
Sisters plan to teach skills to the girls, Courses include sewing, cooking, buok-keeping and weaving,
Altogether they will care for about 1,000 girls,

A small group of Bangladash social workers have drawn up a Bangladesh Women's Emancipation Prograsme,
supported by the International Planned Parenthood Federation. Their manifesto begins: "Bangladesh is free,
but only one half of our people are free. The other half are not allowed to decide their own course fn
1ife, nor are they free or properly prepared to take part in the emancipation of Bangladesh, We owe to our
women emancipation, social and cultural, as much as we need their brains, their hands, their hearts in the
but1d-up of our nation®.

A first afm of the programme is to help the violated women, Abortion will be provided for those who
wish 1t. (Abortion fs itself, however, a difficult religious and socfal fssue in a Muslim society), But
eaphasis s also placed on the need for basic education and vocational training,

The Bangladesh Ecumenical Relief and Rehabilitation Service has outlined a pilot programme for
training 25 girls as nurses or nurse aides. This will be under the direction of Prof. Ayesha Nabi of the
School of Social Welfare, Dacca University. The girls will be trained to Bangladesh professional standards
and guaranteed employment on completion of the course, But only 2200,000 has been set asfde, from the
211 mi1140n nrograsmas. for women's profects.

Bl ::e ig:gi:i:isvga::::e ::s‘bea:‘su?ges::d by a British sociologist, Richard Hauser, which s designed to
to become members of a mg :e:: nlgnd ¥ ?: v ?D"ahy have been the case, by being given the choice
the best 1n th 9' p gnized for its ?ocia vah:e and having status inferior_to none and equal to
n the country." He foresess the creation of an "order® of women, with no religious connections or
vows, who would work as national, community and nefghbourhood workers. His plan also envisages the setting
up of a number of orphanages where the children could receive Toving care.
o J::i:::;da:lz :or f:n intogration in the society by means of education and employment, Training courses
pportunities must be given for such things as cottage industries, Social workers are
required who can give counselling to the women and also organize courses in child-care and health educatior.

Large suas are needed to ensure that worthwhile programmes afmed at meeting the real needs of the women
can be realized, :

L AR L L R . R




