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In the old days It was believed that the earth was the 
centre of the universe. The heavenly bodies revolved 
around us. It was a pretty self-centred Idea, but It 
did mean that there was no doubting the central 
Importance that man has In tbe universe. 

Of cou rse things are no longer the ~ same. Ever since 
the days of Copernicus we have begun to real lse that 
the earth revolves around the sun, and that we ~re 
situated on a smal I pl anet in a remote corner of the 
universe. Indeed, the danger is now that we wl I I be 
overwhelmed by the sheer insi gnif icance of the 
mankind. 

Take space, for example . C~ly about three thousand 
stars are vlslble to the naked eye on this planet. 
Bu t with the aid of modern tG!escopes astronaners 
havG detected, among other things, a cluster of 
ga lax ies In whe re ther e are estimated to be at least 
a thousand ml 11 lon mi I I Ion mi I I Ion stars together with 
their planets. Light would take 100,000 years to 
cross our own ga laxy, and at least thirty thousand 
m 11 11 on years to cross th0 un lvf;rse. It's hard to 
Imag ine that human I ife Is significant In face of 
such imm ensiti es . 

. 
Or, take time. Scientists tel I us that If this 
wor! d's h!story were seen as a 48 hour per!od, 
fishes wou ld only appear on the second day at 
8 . 00 p.m. At 10.30 p.m., r eptiles danlnate 
the earth. At 11.50, monkeys and apes cane to 
the ground . In the last 30 seconds of the 
day man appears, but only at the last stroke 
of the midnight bel I . can the earl lest tools be 
recognised. Where does man f It In? Human 
history Is so inf lnlteslmal ly short, that It 
would seem nothing less than lunacy to argue 
that man Is at al I Important .in the scheme of, 
things. 



And lf our race ls lnslgnlflcant, what of the 
individuals that go to make up the race? vJhero do you 
and I flt In? 

Now these figures are enough to make the haad ree l. 
They suggest that lif e is meaningless, that th&r e can 
be no difference between right and wrong, and that If 
there Is a God who had made al I this, he cannot takG 
any Interest In us. To him we must be llkd ants are to 
us. This sense that we are lost and unimportant p3 rvad 0s 
ma ny areas of our culture. It I.Jes behind the: cu lt 
of pl 0asure and the wid es pread abandonment of mo ra l tty. 

Y~t there ls a confusion her6 between size an d Importance. 
A diamond Is ve ry precious, Gven though lt Is tiny when 
compared to a hay stac k. The God 1vhan we imaq lna· ts 
too Immense to be worri ed abou t us, ls so pow~rful that 
he has the capacity to worry about us. He Is the 
des igner of each Individu al snowflake as wq l I as th8 
far-flung ga laxi es. 

Th ese and othe r consid erations cha! lenge the current 
t endency to discount th e valu e of the lndlvldual. But 
th e most t.e I I l ng fact of a I I ls that the Son of God 
assumed human nature, and appeared amongst us, as tru ly 
ma n as he was truly God. This In its el f ls striking 
ev id ence for the Importance of the human race; but It ls 
also the case that th e Son of God remains man to this 
day . His becoming man was not temporary. 

You matter to God; his knowledge of and care for you Is 
perfect. He wt 11 never forget you or forsake you. If 
you are lost In this Immense universe, It Is only 
because you have desired not to be found. 
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