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Tho knowledge of theology is a matter of the 
utmost importan ce for every Christian because our 
whole attitude to life depends on our doctrine of' 

,, God. Religion takes its 'character from its 
doctrine of' God and dif'~orences botweon religions 
can bo traced to variations in the doctrine of' God. 
So the. doctrine of God is extraordinarily important. 
Doctrine is the latin word for 1 t oacl~i~g 1 and if 
tho words 'teaching about God ' arc given their 
Greek f'orm, we have the· word 1 theology'. Theology 
sioply means teaching or knowledge about God, of 
which there can be nothing more importc:int to study 
or to know. Theology therefore is the most import­
ant of all subjects. Now , as in so many other 
subjects, there are both erroneous ideas and true 
ideas, so too in tho ·doctrine of' God there is a 
vast number of orro.rs competing with the truth. If 
we concentrate our study on these errors , _ theology 
will be a very dry subject. But true theology, is 
far from being dry; for it is a most : powerful 
subject, elevating our mind , stirring our conscience 
and energizing our will. 

' Theology must confine itself' to w~at the Bible 
teaches, for no one would know anything about God 
at all, if He did not reveal Himself' to us. From 
reflecting on the world , we know that God exists; 
we k.n,ow something of His power and divinity in the 
1.llliYerso; we know something of His l:10 ral, character 
in our conscieuce; but that is as far_ as the 
natural world takos us . Whan theology is confined 
to our natural resource~ in thinking about God, all 
sorts of fantastic ideas of ·God arise , as is wit­
nessed to by tho v~rious religions of the world. 
True theology, therefore, must concentrate on what 
God's Word teaches. 

In considering God ' s character and nature and 
our relationship to Him , there is no nore important 
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a subject than God ' s sovereignty. 

The Lord Jesus Christ taught that God is Lord 
of Heaven and earth . In Matthew 11:25 He prayedt 
"I thank thee, Father, Lord of Heaven and earth", -
we are to think of God , the ref ore, as Lor.d of 
heaven and earth. He is the creator of all and is 
fully sovereign over and in. His creation . There is 
a phra:so thcit r,1ms through :Scripture , first spoken 
to Abraham and repeated to the Virgin .f1ary and 
again endorsed by. Jesus, namely~ that "there is 
nothing :too hard for the Lordv . Th~s truth our 
faath must assimilate if we are to have a right 
relationsl~ip t.o God and o right unde_rstanding of 
His revelation - th.ore is nothing to o. h,ard for 
tho Lord. Abrah am and Sarah faced this with re­
gard to the birth of Isaac. Abraham · b~li~ved. 
Ho counted God able to give him a child , even 
though his body and his wife's were, as St . Paul 
put itr dead. So too the Virgin was reninded of 
this same truth by Gabriel with regard to tho birth 
of our Lord; and when the disciples wer? despairing 
of' tho salvation of'. the people, asking i·1Who then 
can be saved?", Jesus replied "with man it is im­
possible , but not with God. All things al;'e possible 
with God". 

"God rules . This is . whe re we must start if we 
are to understand the truth about ours el yes, the 
world and God. God's rule was "the centre of Jesus 1 

toaching. Tho kingdom of God literally means the 
rule of God • . When the writer of Revelation was 
given a vision of Heaven '(Rev. 4) t ho first thing 
ho saw was a _throne - God's throne. God rules; 
nothing is· outside His control. This is the funda­
mental fact of rc~lity. 

Mankind's failure to believe noans that our 
concept of God is too_ small. J. B . Phillips tells 
tho story in one of his books how early in the war 
when radar had just come ' into the news and was a 



-3-

completely novol and rather amazing idea , he had 
asked a group of young people tho snap question , 
11 Do you think God knows all about radar? 11 Half thEl 

· group said "No" . Of course they soon realised the 
absurdity of thGir answor but it showed that their 
concept of God was too sraall . God's knowledge is 
complete and absoluto . He knows things not by way 
of observntion as we know things, for He knows 
them because they are first in His mind and thon in 
actuality. It is becnuse Ho has willed then that 
they exist . God lcnows , · for exacplc, every movement 
of every electron in every galaxy throughout the 
universe , and a great deal r.ioro besides , things of 
which we have no awareness . He knows them because 
he wills them~ Since God is infiµite, there . is no 
detail too small, nor an ything too irnr iense for Hir.i 
to hold· in His knowledge at tho one and the samo 
tine. ',['his is quito clearly taught, for example , 
in Isaiah 41 whore God calls upon tho idols to 
de6lar~ the future. Tho fact that they are not able 
to know the future shows that thoy are not God. 
God knows the futuro because it is in His mind and 
will before it is in actuality. That is why He can 
predict it. In I Corinthians 2:16, St . Paul speaks 
about the imnensity of God ' s knowledge by saying, 
11 lfho ~s able to teach God anything". God knows all. 
So the first step is for us to re-adjust o'ur think­
ing along this line. For example , Amos 9:7 speaks 
about the mover:ien t of the Syrian tribes and the 
Ethiopians and the Philistines. Ho said God was 
the one who not only brought the children of Israel 
up out of Egypt (we are all willing to acknowledge 
this) but who led tho Syrians froo Kir and the 
Philistines fror:i Caphtor. 

Do you think of tho wanderings of the aborig­
inies of Arnher.1 land as under God's control and 
superintendenco?-becauso that is what Amos is saying 
with regard to the neighbouring tribes abour Israel. 
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Thero is the well-known verse from our Lord's 
•' t~aching about the flight · of the sparrow (Matt.10: 
: 29). We may have got used to the . idea of sparrows 
as under God 1 s control, but if~ sparrow is under 

.. God 1 s contro:J.s so is an c1nt, so' is o spider and 
":not only the ones WO SG e but also . the onos, for 
· example r in tho ju..Tigles of the .Arna zcn.. Everything 
is within His knowledge and control according to 
the to.a chingv o1' t h o Bible o . And you may :think that 
this is an eXaggora ti on; . because WC arc inclined to 
think · that God, like us, . ' knows these · things only 
in round numbers. We tend to think of Jesus' 
statement · 11 Tho hairs of your head nre h11 · n.umbered" 
as a generaiization ~ot to be tekon literally. 
But tho Bible's teaching is clear: Our God is a 
great God. Jesus instanced the hairs cf our· head, 
not .because it is the most important but because 
it is the least important object of God's knowledge. 
Since He knows this, He knows everything? His 
knowledge is infini to. Not. only is His knowledge 
lnfinite, including for example, the movement and 
posit~on . of every electron every instant .of time, 
but also His power is infinite. If' He : knows all 
about these things :::ind holds them in. existence by 
His knowledg.c of thorn, He c.an obvious,ly .control 

· ·. themp as it . were o y tho movement of' IHs mind. 
Certa;i.nly the Bible testifies to thnt ·:effect. 
Psalm· 104 problnims .God's completo control over 
His ' creation~ Th·e p:salm b ·egins wi.th adorc;ition of 
Godt s greatness,. and go e s . on . t .o spenk of the weather 
as under God 1 s control. It is God who. causes the 
rivers anct the . springs to flow. 11 :H:e wilteretl::t .the 
mountains from his chambers ,, He pauses the grass 
to grow for tho cattle' and horb for the service of 

· man. 11 ';rhis i.s the way the Bible expects us to 
think about G9d. Thi.s is the wa·y God 0xpects us 
to think about t h o world, boc.@u,so it is. the true 
waye It ii tho correct ~ay. i~ is c~rtainli not 
tho way in which we n ormally woul d think 1 because 
hu~an society in which we live is God-forgetting. 
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But that is not t h o truo attitude. The psalmist 
depicts every Gven t o-f' ·raan and beast and the 
natural world as dirGctly operated as it were by 
God. This, of cours e , must be so, for God's 
interest in His croa tion did not cease. with 
crGation and His purposGs for · creation did not 
cea se with having r:1ado the lfQrld. Having made tho 
worl'd ~fo is also interested in tho world and cares 
for the world as we soc in Psalm 104. He cares 
for the ani~ato an d the inw~ imate creation as well 
as for man. And God is not linito c:.. Because Ho 
cares for .und knows all ubout one aspect of His 
creation, it does n o t . raean that He has not got 
tine for something else. That is tho way we 
think about it, but, of course, we oust not lioit 
God by the lirni ts of' our power of' i r.1ogination. 
Our imagination is based on om- ways o f doing 
things and to lir:ii t our concept of Go d to this is 
hopelessly inadequate. By dofinitio4 God vastly 
transcends hura:oini ty an d .its ways. He knows all 
about our lives nnd gives us iiis full. .. love and 
c:are, without di1:iinishing this f'ron anyone olso, 
or from nnything else, however ciinute a creature 
it might be in our cs tina to. 

God ts exercise of sovereignty and control of 
the world is absolutely co r.1plete - nothing tokes 
place apart froi:i :Hi.s k nowledge and apart fror:i Hio.. 
For it is obvious that if any event is to be under 
Hin, every ev.en t n ust b e, because all e ven.ts inter­
act on one another. The world is n ot divisible; 
every event is related. Evon tho falling of o leaf 
is related to socfo other event, and so on. 

Any event can be used ns an illustration to 
pinpoint this truth . Th•.is, according to Proverbs 
16:33, God disposes nnd controls tho drawing of 
tho r.Jarbles fron the barred in the lottery. If 
pooplo realised this th.oy. night not bo so anxious 
to invest . as they say, in the lottery. Certainly, 



this verse in Proverbs 16133 reoinds us that even 
. such a fortuitous event , as we conceive .it, as the 
casting of n .dice, or the. drawing o:f. a oarbJ_e from 
a barrel , the pulling of ·a handle oi n poker machi ne 
(and I ar:::1 given to understnnd tt-...at this is not as 
fortuitous, as i .t r:1qy seeJJ.l) or , for tha. t matter, any 
other event is UJ."'1.der God 's control. Thus the idea 
of' luck; as. on. independent thing vanislies. Luck is 
only fortuitous froo our point of view because we 
do not know the causes, if any. But so called 
luck is under God 1 s conplete control, a ccording to 
the t .eaching of tho Bible. 

Take a further oxaople. :froq the 1:iore difficult 
concept of tho inporious will of an Eastern despot. 
The fall of the dice is rmcontrollable, by r,1on , but 
:froa the point of view· of hunan life, what is r::ioro 
uncontrollable than the despotic will of an Eastern 
tyrant - whor:i he will he keeps alive and . whom .he will 
he slays - as Nebuchod:.-i e .zzar put it (and ho .proved 
his point more than once !) But in P roverbs, 21: 1 we 
are told that "tho heart ,of the king is in the 
hand of tho Lord, a1;1d He turns it as a water course", 
turns it this way or that way just as the winter 
streams rushing down tho velley swollen by a cloud­
burst sometimes make a channel this way , sometinos 
make a channel that way. If God so controls the 
imperious will of tho king, if 11 the hearts of' kings 
are in God's rule and governance", what is there 
else left outside of His control? Tho same senti-

• nont is expressed in Psaln 76: 10 whore we read that 
the W'.!'.'ath of r::ian. is under God 's control. Only so 
much of the wrath of man as is to His glory is per­
mitted. The rest Ho restrains. 

A .very good illustration of this. L::itter · point 
is t~e story of Job where the wrath of oan roaches 
so far but no further, because it is li1:ii ted by 
tho will and decree of Gou. The story of Job is 
clear testiaony that God controls and limits Satan, 
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The Sabbeans and the Chaldeans., those nomadic bands 
that attacked Job's property, though s~irred up by 
Satnn, were acting within the permission and within 
the limits that God had given . 

There are many other illustrations of' this 
truth in the Old Testament. In Isaiah 10:5, 12, 15, 
~he Assyrians are said to be the rod of God 's anger. 
They arc His axe. ITow the Assyrinns were quite 
u...~aware of' that. Isaiah 10 makes that clear. The 
militaristic Assyrians thought they were doing what 
they were doing under their own steao (10:13). 
They said "By the strength of' my hand I have done 
it, clild by my wisdom, for I am prudent". · From this 
self-description it is plain that the Assyrians had 
the lat.slst technique for waging total war. They 
were prudent, they wore wise, they were strong. 
They were also cruel, blood-thirsty and avaricious. 
The.se were the rec:ison s why they were victorious. 
But behind it all was God 's purposes.· They were 
the axe, and the . axe was boasting itself against 
Him that hewed therewith. From .verse 12 we learn 
that the Assyrian is Performing God's whole work 

. upon Mount Zion. Tho Assyrian 's wicked will was 
serving God's justice by inflicting · judgmnnt on 
those who deserve . judgment. In the case of· Job and 
the Sc:ibbeans, God's pur;>ose was not for judgment 
.but for testing (os Abrahom was t 0 sted) in order 
that God might be glorified and Job ~ight learn 
more about God and so enter into inestimnble bless­
ing; for as our knowledge of' God increases so our 
blessing in life increases. No:t10 of these robbor 

. bands had any intent:ion of' doing God ' s will, nor I 
may say', had Satan {who · w·ns behind them stirring 
up these ~nstruments of his)·. All were simply 
origina 'ting their sin themselves within their own 
wills. They knew whot 'they w'ere doing was wrong 
but in their wrong-doing, in their·· rebellion against 
God, they could not remove themselves from the 
control of God nor frustr~te the purposes of God -
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in Job's case, purposes of bl~ssing, in the case of 
the Assyrians and Israel, purposes of judgment, and 
nlso of' blessing, in due course, of' t he remnant. 

The basic doctrine of' the Christian religion 
may be said to be that God is the crentor of heaven 
'arid :earth and everythiDg that is in them. And as 
their creator He is their sovereign controller. 
Uh.en we align our thoughts to this truth, our 
actions and attitudes will more·easily be directed 
aright . Let me illustrate this from the story of 
Joseph , who was sold as a slave by his b rothers 
but who Qfter years of slavery and unjust imprison­
ment was chosen to be; governor of the greatest 
coll11try in the world. In Genesis chapter 45 we 
read how Joseph , now a prince, made himself known 
to his brothers who had sold him as n slave. Natur­
ally the brothers were a b:tt uncertain as to their 

·reception. They thought Joseph would do what they 
themselves 'would have . done in those circwnstances, 
and so they were frightened. "They are :troubled 
at his presence"(verse 'J) . But in verse 5 Joseph 
reassured them t:qat .he had no vengeance in his 
heart. He said •i God sent me .here to preserve life 
•••• It was not you who sent me here but God 11 (vv 5,e) 
We may ask : "How was ·he abl·e to rise above · tho 
natural feelings of vengcnnce and tho desire to get 
his o'Wn back?" It was .because · during the whole of 
this time he was suffering in such an .1u1just way 
he know that his sufferinga were no t outside the 
purposes of God, for God was in control of flis 
world and so he was able to commit his cause to 
God; who, in duo cour:;;c, vindicated him . We will 
also be vindicated, in due course. Sometimes wo 
will be vindicated 'at the Second Coming, sometioes 
within this li.fG s.e well. Joseph commit ted his 
cause to God. Ee was not aware when he would be 
vindicated. It was sDr..ficien:t to · know th.at God was 
in control of' all. this ·si n of o t hers under which he 
was suffering - the sin of his brothers; the sin of 
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Potiphnr'.s wif'G; thG sin of tho ·f'orgGtfulness of 
the chief' butler; so he could r .cossure his "!:Jrothers 
that nGod sent me bef'orG you to preserve lif'e", 
(Ge1 . 45.50). He snw the hnnd of God in it nll. So 
too if' we arc conscious o:f the sovereignty of' God 
in our lif'o, we will be ablG to rise above tho 
desire to vindicate ourselves. Mor.e thnn once 
Scripture tells us "Avenge not yourselves", because 
God is lookinG" nf'ter the r.J.atter . 

We are. limited in our understanding of' the 
situation in. which we f'ind oursol ves at any time • 

. Consequently, our natural reactions r.iay very well 
be wrong. 1'le aro not to judge but to coDLlit our 
cause to God who judges~ right).y - to a righteous 
and just Creator. That is obviously wluit Joseph 
had done and that· is what preserved tho equc:miw.ity 
of his heart and enabled hir.i to forgive. Now those 
of' you ~ho know your Greek classics will remember 
the story of' Odysse~s and Telcoachlid on Odysseus' 
return home. What a dif'forent story that was with 
regard to vengeanccl Tho Greek .child would be 
brought up on the story of Odysseus' blo~dy and 
complete ve~geance on the. suitors of his wife. 
Those who nre brought up . on .the Scriptures arc 
brought up on this story of' Joseph , brought up on 
t~e story of a full and ready f'orgivoness of' very 
real wrongs. 

That Joseph was able to f'orgive becnusD ho 
know that God's sovereign hand .con trolled tho 
events of his life is conf'irnod by Genesis 50:20. 
Here the brotper.s a second time approach Joseph .. 
For after tho death of' ·th~ir :father Jacob, their 
fenrs .returned. Presur.J.ably, they thought that 
Joseph ha~ oerely been behaving himself' in :front 
of his father, Jacob. They hod not attributed to 
hir.1 tho right r.1otivos nor credited hir.1 with being 
a generous and. forgiving person . Joseph once oorc 
had to reassure thca, , He did not hcsitnto to rocog­
n:L.so that their intentions wore sinful; "You aeant 



evil against 1:ic". But h o recognise d that God was 
in the oven t: "God r.tean t it f'or good". As tho 
psalnist said "tho wrilth of' b an shall praise God 
and tho residue thereof' Ho will restrain".(Ps.76:10). 

But perhaps tho clonrest illustration of' God's 
control of' tho evil will of' men is tho story of' the 
crucif'ixidn. In :Acts 2:23 Poter in his sorcon docs 
not hesitate to nccuse the sinners of' their sin. 
"You by the han'ds of' lawless m'en crucif'iod and slew 
Jesus". The crucif'ixiou was the result of' sin, 
the sin of' Juda~{, tho sin of' Pil~te, tho sin .of' the 
chief' priest' the sin of' tho crowd, _and so on. 
Evor'y event which led to the cruc:Lfixion was wrong 
and sinful and tho culprits wore sinning ogain~t 
the~r conscietices. God 1 s Hbly Spirit, we ~oy say, 

. w:is pricking their consciences; : there 'would be no 
doubt about that. Even o Gen tile like Pilo to 
recognised that what ho was doing was not right, 
and he washed his honds as though that was the way 
of' getting rid of' his guilt. God writes His law 
on peoplos• · hoorts. They do not, of' course, take 
notice of' tl;lat, and they arc · therof'ore without 
excuse~ The crucif'ixion took place as tho . result 
of' sinf'ul wills• But, novcrthe.less, what took 
place took place · according to God's pu:i:posos. 
As Peter put ~ it: "ho being deli verod up by tho . 
determinate · counsel and f'orcknowledgo of' God". 
In this verse we see the double-sided character of' 
the event of' Jesus• crucifixions an event where 
men's sin is qui to obviously at work and yet an 
event which is completely Under God 1 s control and 
out of' which has f'lowed ianonso benof'its and 

'blessing. Turn over to Acts 4:27 1 28 (f'or this, 
like the Joseph story, is not an isolated verse 
it is repeated in order th~t we might have no doubt 
as to what to think nbout the matter). This second 
yerse is f'ron the prayer 0£ tho crirly churcl~, which, 
quoting Psaln 2 saw that tho psalr.1 is f'u.lf'illed in 
Christ - "to do whatsoover they 'hand and thy 
cotulse+. f'oreo'rdained to conic to pass 11 (verse 28). 
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Tho oorly Chr.is tians here affiro that God 1 s sovereign­
ty is complete. At tho conplotion of His prayer in 
Gethsemane Josus . saw His crucifixion Ds · tho cup which 
His fnthor ~od given Hin (John 18 :11). Consequently, 
Ho was . oblo "to coL'.mi t . His cause 11 to Hin who judges 
righteously11 as st." Peter put it (I Pot. 2 :2J). 
St. Poter goes on to . exhort those who st.1'.Lor ciccord­
ing to the Will of God, to cor:u:ii t their live_s to 
God, their fciithful Creotor ( I ?cter 4: 19). 

Fron the point of view of history tho crucifix­
ion of Christ wos only just one event out of in­
nur.icrable si1;iilcir events. It was · indistinguishable 
from nll the other events oeforo it and ofter it; 
it.was a~ event of history. But wi_th regnrd to 
tb:.S event we have had, as it were, tho cilrtain 
drown asiclo and we have tho Word of GOd affirr.iing 
thnt this event was under God's contra4 tenching us tha 
that every event is to be thought of in the sane 
way. God docs not' control one event only, but all 
events. Evcr.Y event in your life is under God's 
rontr_ol , according to tho tcoch:i.ng of tho Scripture. 
That docs not in nny woy nako for determiniso or 
dirainish th~ reality of our responsibility. If 
this causes o,probloa· it is because our way pf 
thinking obout . God is wrong. "You sholl be ns 
God11 - thn t was tho bait by which Sa tan toDpted 
1:ian, and eyer since t .ho fall wo cleal with God ns 
soaoono over ngainst us, sor.1eone more or loss on 
an oqunlity with us, ns though we wore gods our­
selves. But scripture teaches that our rclntion 
to God is quite .different really. He is tho one 
"in ~whor:1 we ·live nnd move nnd have our being11 • Ho 
is sµstaining US every DODCn't , OVOn when WC arc 
rebellious agoinst hir:i. Ho · sustnins our boL"flg; and 
Ee sustains tho beings of nll His creation. And , 
thoroforo, His control of our life nnd of tho 

.events around us is conploto; bl.1t this · docs not in 
·any way wonkon tho reality of the nnturos · He hos 
created. Thcit _ought to be .obvious if you reflect 

. that God knew .iron the.):>eginning His intentions. 
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Events do not take Hio by surprise. He docs not 
have to iJ;1Jproviso, or reflect on whnt Ho shoul d do 
next. In.cre@ting us with a certain nature He 
works through the nnture Ho created, and thoroforo, 
fron our point of' view, everything will seem tq be 
natural. It wns oxtraordinariJ.y natural that those 
Snbbcans . nnd Choldonns should want to enrioh ' them­
sel vos ot Job's expense \\l"hon they got tho chnnco. 
Their responsibility was r e al, for they kno1V whnt 
they wore doing was wrong and they will be judged 
for it. So too tho Assyrians were responsible for 
i1 : oir nctions. They wore conscious thn t th.0 actions 
were their o~m, and yet they wore doing God's work 
and, as Habakkuk saw, the cruel tics of tho Ch o.ldoans 
was working G;od's purposes of' jud gment. God, 
therefore, works through our nature ; through" 't:he 
natures He has m<:rde. Therefore, Ho wil.l work 
physical things through physical natures and moral 
things t h rough moral natures. In His blessing of 

'us Ho will work . through our wills, through ·our 
minds, through our emotions, through our responses, 
and in doing so tho reality of our own nction ':is 

. not .weakened. Wo are cons c i.ous that we a re respon­
sible and we know that what we will, we will with 
our own will. As St. Paul put it, we arb therefore 
obliged to work out our own s a lvation with _ fear 
and trembling, f o r it is Go d who works ih u s both 
to will and t o do (Philippian s 2: 13). "Work o ut 
your own sol v a tion with f ea r an d trembling ". This 
sentence underlines our respo n sibility and if we 
neglect to do the things t hat wo ought to ·do wo 
will be hold responsible nnd will hnvo no on e b ut 
ours cl vo:;;. to b ln!Ilo• For we :Y..now in ours elves thn t 

· we are responsible f or doing wha t is right. And 
yet. at the sorao time wo' ore n o t to regard oursol vce 
ClS independent·, . as though the go o d WC do were from 
ourselves, because the Scripture makes clea r thnt 
all the good that is in us is God 1 s gift to us, 
because it is Go d who wills within us to will and 
do of His good ple a sure. Moreover, ns sinners we 
a re incapable of doing good apart from God's gift. 
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Ono qf t he problons i n our understanding of this 
trtith is that there is no parallel in our experience 
to tho relationship of a real though secondary will 
to a li!OVereign will; wo c an .oxperionce·it but we 
cannotpc::ira llcl ~t by observing similar oxnmplos 
outside of oursoivcs , nnd thnt. presents . us with a 
difficulty i::i ·LU1dcrstanding it . But , nevertheless, 
these two thing s nre very cloa riy taught in the 
Scripture and true in experience that we arc res­
ponsible for ou:r actions and tha t God is sovereign 
in then . Everything will be natural because God 
will be working through . nature . For example, in 
blessing tho world He makes the sun to rise. That 
is the way Jesus put it, but we aro more accustomed 
to say that tho sun rises. But tho truth is that it 
is God who makes the sun to rise; Ho r;:iakos the sun 
to rise every day; every day, every day . Why tho 
regularity? Because thoro is .no reason why He 
should change. We say tha t .it is natural for the 
sun to rise, and this is true. But we should see 
beyond 'nature' to the hnnd of God. So, · too, He 
works through our mo ral n a tures, and froa one 
point of view, everything will s~cm to be natural. 
But we mc:i ke a .great mistake if we think that 
'nature' is the final explana tion. The oye of 
fni th is nblc to seo God's ·1wnd onq that is why we 
can pray to Ri a on d cor.u:ii t our c a use to Ri a . For 
He is ' our sovcrei&11, righteous and fnithf'ul .. creator. 

At this point a question may be ask~d about 
the apparent .clash within the will of God. For 
example , i~1 the event of' ·the crucifixion, it . was 
the Holy Spirit who warned tho culprits not t o go 
on in their ,sins; they knew thnt what they ~crG 
doing ~as wrong. God did not want them tq do it, 
and yet the event was His will, · so that there seens 
t o be a conflict within t he will of'. God. 

Tho best way to resolve the paradox is to use 
two dif:feront terns because there are two di:ffcrent 
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things for which wo use t ho · sc:ime word 'will'. And 
so, we nay speak c:ibout God's 'dccrotivc' will by 
which God clccrcos whc:itever cooes to pass (Eph.1), 
and God 'preceptive' will by ~hich Ho _wills His 
crention to conf'oro to His charc::icter oxpresso.d in 
His precepts. Now the prec'optivo will of' '.-O:od docs 
not include·- sin. - Tho docrotivo will of' GOd tc:ikes 
sin into ·accciu...-,t·. Tho procepti~e will is .tho will 

·· which expresses itself i n God's precepts, . tho . 
things which WC ought to do' .like the ton conn:mnd­
men ts., God wan ts us to be like Hicis elf and so . the 
preceptive will of God corresponds . to His chnrncter 
of goodness and His will for us is lnid down by 
precept. His will for Pilato wns laid down by 
precept. Pilnto knew wh<Jt his duty was, God hc:id 
written His will in his heart. Pilate . did not 
f'ollow this preceptive will of· God. Ho . sinned 
against what ho know to be right. Yet his ac.tion 
was not outside · God's control • . · God's decrotive . 
will included it in tho plan he wtllod f9r the 
salvation of' sinners so that whnt Pilate did was 
according to the ·. deterninate foreknowledge and 
counsel of God. Within tho worid there is E?in ~ but 
this is not outside God's control; but incl4ded,in 
His working out His purpo-sos after tho counsel .of 
His own will. Now sin docs not originnte ~ith 
God.· Sin originntes in · ci rebellious will • . Sin 
never has . the approvnl of God~ Thero is always His 
warning ngainst it and His judgment of it. Never­
theless, even tho existence of sin does not dininish 
the sovereignty of God. Go d ''is not less sovereign 
because tOf tho presence of' sfr{'in . His creation as 
though by sinning aan hc:id 'go t the upper hand of . 
God • ... We nay hE!Ve nn intollectuti1 problea ot .this 
.point, the pro bl on of tho origin ·of sin - why did 
God a 'llClW it? Vle :cannot ons~or, alJ. WG .krlOW is that 
sin is thero. · It is ir.:iportont to recognise that 
God does not will it in tho sense that it does not 
correspond' to His character: on tho other hand, He 
does not gi vo it a were bore pernission, ·as though 
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saying, -"thorG is on nrea of activity where p·eople 
ifr:iy net os they like in", That i~ not tho Biblical 
vie-hr; it i's an .nctive pornission: for n

1
lthough sin 

origina tos fr1 : rpbelli'ous wi1:ls and .within ·. creo tion, 
it. does not-· dir.iinish the sovereignty of Goci one' 

" :·· . ,. 
iota. 

In quoting such versos cis "Gdd is not wi11in&-
that any shoUl.q. perish but oll should be snvod11 ~. 
care nust be take~ in exdgeting .tho word 11 will 11 

ris to whether it reflects the character or the 
purpose of God. We know the character . of God; He 
docs not wish nny to be l o st. 1tGod is not willin,g 
that any should perish". That is the negative way 
-of putting tho i:mtter. Put posi tivoly, we nay soy 
that it is His will that al l should be saved. For 
this corresponds to His character and would hove 
corresponded with His purposes had not sin inter­
vened; thnt is, His preceptive will would have 
been fulfilled in His decrotivo will. But be9ause 
of sin, this no longer follows. His preceptive 
will · renains plain and urinl terod; His. de ere ti ve 
will is secret to us apart from whnt Ho has re­
vealed (e.g., 11 to sun up all things in Christ"). 
It has not boon given to us to kno.w why God hos 
peraitted sirt in His world, but we do know that 
it is not outside His control and that in the end 
it 'will redound to His glory and through it He will. 
bring blessing to those who trust Hin, to us whom 
He hos chosen to rocoi ve Hi s aercy (Ron, 9: 23) • 

I want to drow your attention to sor:io· of tho 
results of this doctrine of the• sovereignty of God, 
Firstly, tho sovereignty" of God delivers from fear, 
all fear except the . reverential fepr and honour of · 
God. If you feor Go .ct . then t here is n9 need to fear 
man, for God is sovereign over r.1an. The reverential 
fenr of God is based on . the knowledge of His power 
and chnracter, His love, His goodness, nnd His 
pror::iis'es. It is the snne· ns trusting and honouring 



Him. You cannot trust GQd or honour Hin unless you 
know what His pro1:rl.sos c:iro; unless you know, · for 
oxnnple, that i n Ronans 8 :28.-JO God pronises that 
all things v.rill work together for .good to those who 
love hin. I-fo is able to work all things togGther 
for good becnuso Ho is sovereign. He has promised 
thot they will all ··work together for good and 
therefore you can trust Him, and honour Hin by 
trusting Hir.i. Your trust is your worship of Hin,. 
because worship and honour arc only two different 
words for the ·sane .thing. Thus, f'ni th is basic . . 
Christion worship~ 

For thqsc who trust God . contentnont and onjoy-
U:'lnt take tho place of anxiety, and thankfulness 
wells in us as we realize that tho sovereign God is 
the source of our blessing. Prayer is based on the 
sovereignty of God • . There is an idea current in. 
some theological circles that God has limited Him­
self by giving man .a will. That is not an -idea 
found in Scripture, in fact it negates all religion. 
For example, if I pray to God to deliver me from 
danger, say, f'rom·a bandit, it would not be very 
much help to get the reply 11 I am sorry but that man 
has got .free will nnd 110 is a ble to knife you in the 
the back if he wants to: oddross your prayer to · him 
os I have limited Myself' by givirig him a free wi11 11 • 

. Prayer is based on the sovereignty of' God, but 
sometimes our intelligence does not accept that 
doctrine. Yet as we are the r.1ore vividly conscious 
of His sovereignty, . so we will pray ·with grociter 

. assurance and also greater vigour,_. as we ~ow He 
hears and is able to . answer. For oxnmplo, Psnlt01 23 
which is an ~ffirmation of God's · protection, i ,s 

. based on God's .sovereignty. "Though I pnss through 
· the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evili for tl~ou ort with me. 11 • . Goctts .presence is 
$ufficicnt guarantee that evil . will not be present. 
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Psalm 56: 11, "I11 God hnve I put my · trust, I will 
not be af'ra.id~ What con µinn do unto mo?" If', 
however·; you believe in t he s elf'•limi to tion of' 
God, t he answer is that man can do anything to you 
thot fl~ chOoses be.cause: God has self-limited Him­
self'. . Thus, "anY self'-l;i.mi ta·tion or di~inut=!-on of' 

, the compicte _sovereignty-. of' God is an unbiblical 
and irreligious concept, which -should f'ind no 
lodgement' in our thinking. God hos not lirp.i ted 

·Himself iri ony way. That is wh y you cc;in put com-
plete trust i.:n Hira . · 

The d o ctrine of the · sovereignty of God frees 
us·f'rom all fear and helps us ' to ' trust in Ei$ 
protection. It al~o inculcates hwnility I Peter 
.5: 6 re: ads, "Humbl e yoursol ves under the mighty 
hnn d of God that h o may exalt you in duo time". 
It is the Eiig:.lity hnnct of God which ha .s brought 
nbout the events in y-Jur lif'c which aro humbling 
yo,u - some oven t or other' who tever it may bc;:i' 
som·e circumstance, bringing you down in humility. 
It is the mighty hand of God. That is exactly what 
Joseph recognised. Thon follows the prom~se th.n t 
11 He will exol t you in dl.le time"~ · Unless we live 
by the promises o:f God wo. do not hove the strength 
to clo what we ought to do; · n.aoolyj td humble our­
selves under the oighty hand ot' · God. He has given 
us these pr.ooises to strengthen us . We must recog­
nize that tho 11 oxal tation ':in duo timeu , may .. not be 
in this life. If' you are pinning your hopes to 
this lif'e, then yol.l · r.iay be clisappoin to~,, but if' you 
believe in God , then you believe in eternity and 
He has promised t o ' exalt you in due time and you 
arc to f'ix your hopes on : tha t on d so you will be 
strongthonec: to humble _yourself' in · tho present 
circumstances. Ho may, · of' course, exalt you like 
Joseph within this li"io as well, or like Jesus, 
the cro"Wn 1:iny be only ·af'tor dooth. · Tho doctrine 
of' God's sovereignty teaches .us huo.ility, because 
we recognise that it . is Go.ct 'Who has allowed those 
things to hnppen to us. Hot that Ho desires them 



in themselves. He did n ot desire tho brothers to 
sell Jo."seph in Egypt, or the Jews to crucify Jesus; 
bu't He oyer-ruJ.ed these actions. · He docs nop 
desire thot you become sick, but He over-rules it. 
If' }fe allow$ sickness to en'ter your lif'o it is f'or 

:- tho purf>ose of' corrcctingJyotl./ ·or : tc6ching you,or 
giving you the - opportunity of' · gl6rifying Hi:.J by 
learning nore of' His ·1ovo and' l:'ighteousnoss • · All 
tonptntion is n1lowcd Lnto our lif~ f'or .tho purpose 
of' o:f being overcom.e. . We rend quite dc~ini tG,ly in 
I Corinthinns 10:13 thnt God l•ir:U.ts temptation: 
"Ho will not suf'f'er you to be tried nbovo that you 
arc able". He lini tod the tor~iptation <;:Jf' Job; Ho 
limi_ts our tor.J.ptations~ · Ho docs not Hir.Iself' tenpt 
us, but insof'<:1r that He nllows ter.Tptotiori, or 
trial or tes d.ng (tho·. words r.Ionn . the · sabo) ., to 
enter our lif'o, it is f'or tho purpose of' our over­
cor.1ing it in order thn t we r.light learn more of' His 
character nnd trustworthiness. And therefore., 
nothing will _ be nllowod -.into our life which is not 
possible f'or us to cope with. That is to say, God 
will give us the resources to cope with tenptntions 
and tests of' lif'e and those resources will be 
adequate if' we use then because Ho will limit t h e 
to1:iptqtion and testing so that it does not exceed 
our ::ibili ty • . Sn tan desires to ovorwhel1~ us nn<;i 
would do so ap9rt f'ron God's · restrnint • . 

A knowledge of' God's sovereignty strengthens 
us f'or service by releasing us :fror.1 tho tension .· 
which cones f'ron .Judging things ·by. rostil ts. · 
Mntthew 11 i10-JO is an exc:ir.iple. Jesus .is . ref'locting 
on His failure to comr.ru ... -riicnte tho gospel. (I ,USE! : 
thot aodcrn phrnse because wo nro sometincs 
baoboozled by the f'oct thot wo arc ' fc:iiling .to 
conu:mnicnte tho gospel todny·, in the sense- thn.t we 
are not gettin.g people to respond. to its r.ie .~sage). 
Jesus upbraids the cities o .. t: ·Gnlilee because, · 
al thoug1'-t as wo •nay say, tho -- f'i.nest . of' . teachers nnd 
the nost aarvollous of' i:iiraclo workers has been . . .. ·.: 
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r:.1inistering to t hen , they have taken no notice of' 
His aessoge .' They have not repented. In nodorn 

· · jargon, Ho had no°t' cor.u:mrt'icated His oossago to then . 
It is in that context ~ tlfrit our Lord reflects on God 1 s 
sovereignty, "I i;hank th!& Father, Lord of' heaven 
and earth, that thou hust hidden those things from 
the wise and prudent, Yec:i, Father, for. so it was well 
pleasing i n t hy sight". ·When we fail to conr.mnicate 
the gospel :I. t noy be becouse we have not gi:Ven · 
enough attention to· tho ·way· we have presented tho 
oessc:ige, (but it nay not only be that. God is 
sovereign and it nay be that His purpose is, .as in 
Isniah 1 s ninist:l:'y and -in Jcroll.liah 1 s cinistry and 
in our Lord's hlinistry, that thp gospel should not 
be conununicated in the sense of' being accepted; 
strnnge though that may seem. But at a_ll events, 
as our Lord 'was faced with in this situation, i:.fo 
recognised that God ·is sovereign. "I thank thee, 
Father, Lord of' heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hidden those things from some and revealed them 
to others, yea Father,·f'or it is well pleasing in 
thy sight." ·Jesus then ronows •_the rejected gospel 

· offer• "Come unto · me all that labour D!ld are heavy 
lnden and I will give you rest". 

A recollection of' -the sovereignty of' God releas­
es the preacher from the tension of wondering whnt 
has gone wrong, and enables him to persist in spite 
o.f' dis nppo in tmen t in the knowledge tho t . God is 

.. sovereign. It is our duty to pray ~nd to study ond 
to learn how to cominunicate · the gospel, but in the 
end, God is sovereign. We must persist in the 
gospel oven though wo see no results. In fact, 
however, God will givo us results boc~use wo ore 
ministering tho gospel of tho now covenant of' life, 
not ministering the old covenant, as_. Moses and 
Jeren iah; bu.t novortheless, . our ministry is not 
judged by its results, because in much of the 
ministry of' the' Word of' God, the results aro not 
oppnrent or avnilnblo f'or cataloguing. This mny be 
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verified, f'or oxnmple, by asking Christians tho 
history of' their spiritual lives. One learns that 
somo faithful minister , man or woma~, Sunday School 
teacher or day school teacher, or teacher of' special 
religious instruction (:!t achool 1 has ministorod tho 
Word; it has boen accepted and has changed tho 
person's lif'o; but tho ono . ministoring it has boon 
quite un 0worol and is in.no position to find out. 
Very often tho person c.oncernod has lJ.imsoli' novor 
known or has f'orgotten tho namo of' tho one who was 
tho :means of' his conversion. A knowledge thnt God 
is at work . to bless through tho gospel , will 
strengthen us t o Derscvoro without constantly ro­
f'loc ting on who t' .if' any,, nro tho rosul ts' tho 
visible results, of' our ministry . Once a minister 
begins to rof'lect on whether ho is getting any 
re~Uits, tho only sort of' results ho is . likely to 
sec aro building~ or organizations, and they arc 
tho least ir.iporton t of' oll , Or it iaay be tho 
number of' pooplo in tho congregation 0 r tho nwiilier 
of' organizations within ttio . parish. Now those 
rosul ts arc irrelevant - not co.r.1pletely irrelevant 
but arc r:io~ningless in thomsolvos. They ~re not 
the key things to be aimed at. A minister oust 
work by faith in tho knowledge of' God's sovereignty • 

. His labour will not bo in vain in tho Lord oven 
though ho doos not seo its f'ul.l results. So long 
as ho keeps his nossngo, his i:iothods and his objec­
tives in conf'ormity with God?s mind revonlod in 
Scripture, God will n cknowlodge his ministry. 

God's sovereignty is tho ground of prayer. 
This is well illustrated in St. Paul who pr3yod 
throe tir.1os for tho thorn in tho f'losh to bo 
removed. ~o was nwnro that God was able to answer 
that proyor and thoroforo he porsovorod. And we 
nro to glorify God by prnyor and by spocif'ic pot-
i tional prnyor. Thero is a modern f'nd which soys 
thnt petition in prayer is ono of the lonst import­
ant ports. of proyor~ However, tho Lord's Prayer, 
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for oxanplo , consists entirely of petition ; six 
potitians . Of course, tho petitions arc very im­
portant ones, and in particular, tho first petition 
is thc:i t God ' s nano will be honoured. If you l~ovo 
prayed for that you have prayed for everything. 
And if that is tho first thing that arises in your 
heart when you nddross God in prayer , well, you 
have got your attitude to Go d rightly adjusted. 
Nevortholoss, 'Hallowed by thy naao 1 is petition. 
By bringing our petitions to God we acknowledge 
His sovereignty and His love . In othor words, we 
ncknowlode;o His character. Thus wo worship Hin . 
To persevere in prayer is our exorcise of faith nnd 
an expression of our understanding of tho sovereign­
ty of God. We arc to live a life of faith in tho 
revealed character of God. Of this revealed charac­
ter of God the first and basic truth is thnt Ho is 
Lord of heaven and earth . 

************* 




