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you will obviously  hove to  spend  some  time  with 
Him. 

And  as  you  do  that,  you  "(ill  gradually  see  that 
all  our  God-thoughts,  our  God-ideas,  and our God
questions  ore  resolved  when  we  concentrate  our at
tention on Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Who really 
cares whether God exists if God  is  some  kind  of 
impersonal  force?  Who  cares,  if  God  is  far  away 
from us and uninterested in us? When we look 
at Jesus,  we  see  that  God  not  only  exists,  but  He 
is  love,  and  He  wants  to  communicate  with  us,  and 
He wants us to communicate with Him. Jesus is 
"the  image  of  the  invisible  God"  (Colossians  1:15). 
He reveals the love of God: "God is love .. 
In  this  is  love  ... that  [God]  sent  his  Son  to  be 
the [payment] for  our  sins"  (I  John  4:8, l 0). 

In  the  book  of Hebrews  in  the  New  Testament, 
the  Bible  says,  "whoever  would  draw  near  to  God 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
those  who  seek  him"  (11 :6). Well,  you  con  believe 
that  about  God  if  you  believe  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  Son  of  God  who  died for  the  payment 
of your  sin,  who has  been  raised  from  the  dead, 
ond who is  now olive. 

Jesus, who is God, reveals God, and thus He 
is the best teacher there is. But He's the best 
teacher for another  reason,  too. Jesus  is  the  per
son who  opens  the  door  so  that  our  prayers  can 
actually  come  into  God's  presence. 

Have  you  ever  wanted  to  spend  just  five  or  ten 
minutes  talking  with  someone  who is  very  impor
tant,  but  you  couldn't because there were too many 
barriers in the way?  There were secretaries who 
wouldn't let  you  get  near  the  man. He  was terribly 
busy.  And  most  of  all,  he  was  terrifically  important, 
and probably wouldn't listen if you got into his 
.office. So  you  gave  up  trying  to  see  him.  He  was 
just too big and remote for a person as small 
os  you. 
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To tell you the truth, we have somewhat the 
same  problem  when  it  comes  to  talking  with  God. 
God  is  holy,  and  we  are  not  ... and  God  knows 
it. And  we  know  it. The  sin  we  joke  about  some
times  and  enjoy  committing  other  times  is  an  insur
mountable barrier between us  and  God. 

Have you ever noticed how thick and impen
etrable  the  door  on  a  bank  vault  is?  Well  our  sin 
is  like  a  bank  vault  door.  We  are  on  the  outside 
and God  is  on  the  inside,  and  there's  no  getting 
to  Him. And  this  is  where  Jesus comes  in. 

Jesus died  on  the cross,  as  you  know. Do  you 
know  ':"hat  that  cross  was  all  about?  Did  you think 
it was j.ust a personal tragedy in Jesus' life? It 
was  not  that. The  cross  was  the  place  where  Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth paid the price of human sin. 
And  now  what  happens  is  this:  everyone  who  con
fesses that Jesus Christ is · the Son of God and 
claims  Jesus  as  his  S_avior  receives  Jesus'  righteous
ness  as  God's  free  gift. The  big  door  swings  open. 
And  you  and  I  can  talk  to  God. 

Jesus  can  teach  us to  pray  because  He  took  care 
of  the  sin  problem. So,  you  see,  those  who  go  to 
Jesus and ask for instruction  in  prayer are going 
to  the.right  place. He  shows  them  what  He's  done 
for them, and as  we're impressed  by  who He  is 
and  by  what  He  has  done,  we  learn  to  pray  and 
our  prayers  get  through. 

He's a great· teacher. And what's more, He's 
experienced, too. As  you  read the Bible and  get 
to know.  Him better, you will discover Him time 
and  time  again, praying Himself, to  His. Father  in 
heaven. The  Bible even  says  that  Jesus is busy right 
now praying for His people: "He is able for  oil 
time  to  save  those  who  draw  near  to  God through 
him,  since  he  always  lives  to  make  intercession  for 
them"  (Hebrews  7:25). Intercession  is  a  name  for  a 
special kind of prayer. And Jesus is busy at it. 
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Could you ask for a greater teacher than this? 
Of  course  not. Let Jesus teach  you  to  pray. 

The second rule for those .who would like to 
learn to pray is, find the right place. It is very 
fascinating  that when Jesus taught people to pray 
years  ago,  1-.:!  began  by  talking  about  the  place  of 
prayer. Evidently He figured  that  environment  ,,.;;as 
very important. We con understand that, because 
we know  the importance  of environment ourselves. 
For  example,  if  you  ore  going  to  hove  on elaborate 
meal that features on expensive cut of  meat with 
all the trimmings, you· probably won't hove it at 
Saturday  noon  in  the  kitchen  on  paper  plates  with 
the children wearing the clothes they ploy in. En
vironment  makes  good  food  taste  even  better.  And 
if you have something important to discuss with 
your  wife  or husband, or  with  the person  you  ore 
going to marry, you probably won't try to talk 
about it while you ore riding in a subway at 
rush  hour. 

Prayer  needs  a  place,  too.  Jesus  said:  "And  when 
you pray,  you  must  not  be  like  the hypocrites; for 
they  love  to  stand  and  pray  in the  synagogues  and 
at the street corners, that they may be seen by 
men. Truly, I soy to you, they hove their reword. 
But when you pray, go into your room and shut 
the  door  and  pray  to  your  Father  who  is  in  secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret  will reword 
you" (Matthew  6:5, 6). 

Jesus knew that prayer con twist and contort 
human  personality. It con  bring  out  the  horn  actor 
in a person. So when He began to talk about 
prayer, He talked  about  actors-that's  what  hypo
crites  were.  In  Jesus'  day,  the  hypocrites  played  the 
role of the pious man, and they arranged their 
day so that the set times of prayer would occur 
just when they  happened to  be  at  a  street  corner 
or in  the  middle  of  a  shopping  center. There  they 
would make a big show of their piety, lifting up 
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their hands, tilting their heads bock, and they 
would  mutter,  frown,  and  smile  in  order  to  call  at
tention  to themselves. 

"That,  my  friend,  is  not  what  I  mean  by  prayer," 
says Jesus. No,  Jesus  tells  us  to  go  off  somewhere 
all by ourselves and do our praying in secret. 
Prayer  is  a  secret.  It's  not  a  secret  to  God,  but  it  is 
a secret so for as those who know you ore con
cerned. Oh, of course, there are times when we 
are  called on  to  pray publicly, and  often  we  pray 
in the presence of our wife or husband or with 
other members of our family. But if  that's all  the 
praying we do, our prayers are probably worth
less. Behind all observable prayer there must be 
secret prayer. How much you pray is nobody's 
business. No  one  hos  to  know. But  you  will  know. 
And -God  will  know.  Jesus  says,  "[Your]  Father  who 
sees  in  secret  will  reword  you."  That's  good  news, 
isn't  it? 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  extremely  encouraging 
for  people  like  us  who  would  like  to  start  praying 
or who would like to pray better than they do. 
Here  is  something  you  can  do  and  you  don't  need 
any special equipment for it. Sometimes there ·ore 
sports  that intrigue  us,  but  we  ore  discouraged  be
cause there is so much involved in storfing. You 
have  to  buy  special  shoes.  You  need  special  equip
ment. You hove to wear the right clothes when 
you  p!ay. And  you  hove  to  become  a  member  of 
a club. And you  soy, "Forget  it-if all  that  is  in
volved,  I'll  just  get  my  exercise  running  around  the 
block," Well, prayer isn't like that. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  com_e  just  as  you  are  and 
find  a  secret  place  and  there  start  talking  to  God, 
depending on Christ for guidance and confident 
that because of Jesus' sacrifice God will hear. 
Surely, you  have a secret place  somewhere, don't 
you?  Maybe  you  live  all  by  yourself,  and  you  ore 
often lonely, to tell the  truth. Well,  here's  an  ad-
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vantage  to  living  alone-you·ve  got  a  secret  place 
ready made. Or, Mom, when  the children  are  fin
ally  off  to  school, you've  got  a  secret  place  ready 
made for you, too, haven t you? Or, Dad, what 
about those long drives you have to take when 
you call on your customers during the day-you 
can pray with your eyes open, you know. Why, 
you have a secret place, too. 

Each of us . . . somewhere. A teenager can 
slip into her room and close the door and pray. 
Some people like to get up early in the  morning 
and pray. But the secret place is where praying 
starts. All the other praying people do  must flow 
from their  prayer  in  the  secret  place. 

Now there  is  one  more  rule  for  those  who  want 
to lear'n ·  how to pray: use the right words. Our 
great  teacher  of  prayer,  Jesus,  was  fussy  about  this. 
This  is  what  He  said:  "And  in  praying  do  not  heap 
up empty phrases as  the Gentiles  do .... Do  not 
be  like  them,  for  your  Father  knows  what  you  need 
before you  ask  him" (Matthew 6:7, 8). 

"Heaping  up  empty  phrases"-ovoid  that. It's  on 
easy  trap  to  fall  into.  Once  people  believe  in  God, 
they often start trying to browbeat Him. They re
peat themselves ad nouseum. They  get themselves 
all worked up. Sometimes they even use words 
which they don't understand themselves, and  t�ey 
think  that God  is  going  to  be  impressed. He's im
pressed all  right. He  is  impressed with  how  stupid 
such  prayers  are. He  con  tell  by  their  use  of  repe
tition and empty phrases that they doa't under
stand  Him  at  all.  Prayer  like  that  turns  God  off. 

Don't use empty words. Use full words. Use 
words that express the fullness of your own 
thought. A praying man has to be a thinker. He 
must hove a  thoughtful  approach  to  life. He  must 
really understand himself, his dear ones, his en
vironment, and his world. He doesn't just rattle 
on  and  on,  but  sometimes  he  says  a  few  sentences 
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and then thinks about what he hos been talking 
about. 

Full  words-this  is  what  we  need.  And  you  know, 
Jesus  gave  us special  instruction  so  that our  words 
will be full. This is how the Lord's Prayer serves 
us. You hove heard about it, I'm sure. The lord's 
Prayer is designed to help us to pray with full 
words. Notice its  full  words: "Our Father,  who  art 
in heaven, Hollowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come,  Thy  will  be  done,  On  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give us this day our  daily bread; And forgive us 
our debts, As we also hove forgiven our debtors; 
and  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  But  deliver  us  from 
evil." 'f ou  con  soy  it in 20  seconds. But  when  you 
understand the meaning of this prayer and you 
allow its concerns to become your concerns, your 
prayer  becomes  more  and  more  meaningful.  Those 
who  understand  the  meaning  of  the  prayer  we  coll 
the Lord's  Prayer  ore  kept  from  heaping  up  empty 
phrases. Actually, w_e shouldn't even coll this the 
Lord's Prayer. We should coll it the People's 
Prayer. It's  ours. The  Lord  hos  given  us  this  prayer 
so that  we  wouldn't  heap  up  empty  phrases  when 
we  talk  to  God. 

I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  coming  to  you  right 
now with an invitation to consider the possibility 
of  praying  to  God.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you 
prayed?  Maybe  you  never  hove. Maybe  you  don't 
believe that God exists--ot least you haven't up 
until now. God does exist, and  He  has  revealed 
Himself  through  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  o�  Colvory's 
cross so that stubborn, calloused . sinners like us 
could pray and hove all the  benefits  of  answered 
prayer in our  lives. God  exists,  and  He hos  made 

· provisions  so  that  people  like  you  could  receive  the 
benefits of His unbounded love. And God invites 
you to go and meet Him in the place of  prayer. 

Maybe  the  best  thing  you  could  do,  for  a  start, 
would be to  take the words of the Lord's Prayer
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