Australian Church Women
WOMEN AT WORK

To umte Austrelien women i1n their ailegrance’
to their Lord and Seviour, Jesus Christ.

lo help Christian women to take more effective
place in the total Life and migsion of the Church.

September/October 1981

A_MESSAGE_FROM THE NATLONAL PRESIDENT

My dear friends qf A.C.U.,

Your new committee is about to take up the reins,
handed to..us so afficiently and helpfully by the .
Tasmania-backed committse. What s wonderful group
of people they are. They have done their work so
capably while in dffice, ard they have been so
thoughtful in the handing over to the incoming
committee, giving us so much valuable and helpful
background information, to enable us to get on with
the job smoothly and sesily.: Thank you Tasmania.

We hope, very much, to serve you well in these
next two years, we feel rather daunted as we begin
knowing ascmething of the task ahead of us, we shall
be upheld by your prayers and strengthened by God
for our task.

What a good thing that we have the inspiration
of the National Committee Meeting to launch us on
our way. 1 know that all who attended this meeting
in Hobart found tt wondeérfully stimulating, . ath ~
spirftually and intellectually, and of coursé ‘the
varm Christian fellowship we all experienced was
wonderful.,



-2_-

What a joy to have our two Winifred Kiek
scholars, Dien-and Malini, with us, and our
Travelling Fellow, Rathie Selvaratnam.

The first hymn of the opening service in
Hobart expresses perfectly the spirit in which
we enter our two-year term:

In faith and hope and love
With joyful trust we move
Towards the Father's home above.

1. Christ, our star, outr map, our road
To the Father's high abods.

2. Christ, our bread along the way;
Christ, our rescue whan we stray.

3. Christ, our shelter, Christ our friend,
Our beginning and our end.

4, Christ, our hope and our revard;
Our redeemer and our Lord.

Elizabeth Alfred. Deaconess
PRESIDENT.

"PRAYER, PARTNERSHIP

This service was prepared by the Catholic Women
of Tasmania. It.is hoped this service will
bring bleesings and yill challenge women to pray
and strive for peaece. The project chosen,
"Korean Atomic Bomb Victims from World War 2,"
should also strengthen us in our quest for psace.
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¥ha Nat;anal Neet;ng nf Australlan Church Uomen
,for 1981 has come and gone, but what a wonderful
.~ time it was for those of us who had the privilegse
N - attandxng., ~From the very first moment of our
“opening uorship servicse, to the final handlng-
.. OVeF. ceremony, every moment we ware cnn301ous of
~the presence of the "Spirit of God upon us." 1In
~this Presence we were able to receive Spiritual
“uplift, have wonderful fellowship with each other
.xand perform our bus;nsss Very amlcably.

e Here are a feu excerpts Frnm reports glven at
the council meeting of A.C.W. (Vic. Unit)
folloalng this.National Meeting. - ,

Rev. Chris Mostert stirred our minds at the
- opsning worship session, to think about the werds
“of lsaiah, who, becauss he. felt compelled to speak
to the ax119d people with great words of hope,
~ _their God had not forsaken them. He would redeem
them, and the Presence of the Spirit who is the
_very origin of their. faith, would govern and direct
iLthe1r future paths.,'

S He, uho are llulng in that same uorld, so many

1ysars after are privzleged to see the fulfilment

- =0f that promise in the advent of the redeeming
~Lord and the gift of the Hely Spirit in all His

com?ort and pouar.

_ Ihe Splrlt drlves the Church 1nto m13310n,
~:this isBod's will for us and we need to remember
~ +that without a mission, we are not His church.
~Rust, Church Uomen, I believe has a real part in .
that ‘mission. : a2
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Prayer, Praise and Partnersh;p were very
evident in all our worship sessions. Praise :
-was hxghllghtad by gifted musiciang, it was also
translated into body movement by’ a grnup called'
the Story-tellars. :

Honar Yearsley, an’ Rnglxcan lay reader,- in
her Bible ‘Study used verse 3 of Isaiah 61 té
h1ghllght the imagery ‘of prnsa that runs thraugh @
the Scriptura - it

; B, ¢ give- beauty ?or ashes
2. The oil of joy for mourning’ '
3. ,The garment of praiss For the splrit of
gL heaviness
4, The trees of rightecusness
5. The planting of the Lord that He might
be glorified

'The th1rﬂ day, Athlea Sansom’ used Romans 8 -~
the first B verses as ‘the" basis of dur group :
discussion.: ; ‘

' Te summariza the studles - the Spirit who
'came upon Isaiah and 3Jesus, anointed them to
preach good news to the poor, to proclaim the
release of captives and the recovery of sight

to the blind and to bring llberty to the oppressed

The CThurch’ batrays her" Lord and ignores ‘Her
‘driving spirit if she neglects this commission;
if she is not concerned with the poor, the '~
oppressed and powerless, the exp101ted "pushed
around" people of our society.

Drlven by the Splrlt have we, as the -
Australian Church tWomen, anything to say which '~
will have the capacity to sound as "Good Neua?"®
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wlffhiqk we .can -accept -this chellenge with
“‘the triumphent nofe:of the final chorus:

HALLELUJAH - HE IS KING - HE IS LORD"

*‘rﬁﬁtiﬂilaéﬂ;phiigtoqke fromt”f.
ter the Assembly in Novamber,

Neu delegates slected were:
Mrs. Olive Ackland, Victorifa - Australisn

representative
e i ; A (u.Cc.A.) ,
Mrs. Lynette Green, Tasmania - Delegate Galvation
= _ Army
mrs. Di Johnson, Northern Territory - observer
hgtpr t i A e » -~ (Anglican)
Mre. Marie McCann, N.S.W. - observer (Catholic)

AUSTRALIA'S PRAYER PARTNER

" As_a result of person to person prayer
partnership at an Asian Church Waments Confserence
in the seventiaes, the National Committes of
Australian Church \lomen endorsed the idea of a
country to country prayer partnership.

. To make a more meaningful approach to our praying,
the National Working Committee is alloting each
Unit with a particular month on which to focus our
Burmesa friends. SR

Kindlivqpsufe~that.;s;uahylof thq;Brahchas and

- Uwits are inuolved in this Ecumenical Outrsach of

prayer.



As. 1‘cra&ary of A.C.U. (Vlctorian Unlt) Hlss
Dorothy Fry-has.received an invitation from i
the Prime Minister, Mr. Malcolm Fraser, to-
attend. the performance of the ballet, "The Three
Musketeers®. in tha Palais:Theatre, St Kidday: - .
as part of CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads nﬂ%?ﬁﬁént
_ Meeting).  We are thrilled te knouw th -
~has been included in this® 1mpcrtaﬂt uccasiaﬁ Pris
Congratulatioéns Dorothy! - = s nE

_ IHEMES FOR SPECIAL DAYS FOR 1932
wﬁﬁélﬂﬂﬂﬁiﬂ;géltffxl' "CnnUorkers_ln Chrlst%for o

e § BBy s M i Renewal"

wuhrld'éommgniﬁi‘bax "omen Dare, women Care,

-and Women Act!.

' 84%thm &stzonal Eommlttee Meeting in Hobart
,the Vlctorxaann1t conducted the final night's
devotion and ‘their ‘president,. Mrs. Doreen Gordon,. .
gave the following message.

Y THE SPIRIT OF THE LDRD IS UPDN NE"'"”"M
“Ona prev10u3'tr1p to'Tasmanxa I had baan

delighted ‘with the vast lavender fields, and ..-:

ﬁfragranne ‘that “was produced from its bloomsi: .

_Theme - In my mifids-eye 1 saw through a mauve

" haze the lingering, haunting, refreshing fragrance

““given off by the lavender: as symbolic of- the

_irit aFWthe Lo?d ‘upen his oeople.

eeo My mind turnad to Mary oF Bethany who broke
her alabaster box and poured her pound of splkenard,
_hg Master's head and feet;so- that its:
nte filled” nat ‘oniy-all the room but: all the
ages-.since. «
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I set myself to find out all I could about
~ lavendar.: i 1 ~discovered 20 spacies, suvergresen,
“greuw” i different types of soils. A&theugh

;her nondascrlpt in Form and appearance yset it
3 i -the . -and claims aur, attentlon
ality - its. pervadang

¥
,par?uma. (Fragraﬁca_.‘

The true value aﬁd beaqty»af tha hLoom LS only

o -fully. apparent &FTER*submiaaian*takcuttang,

7. .orushing, ‘distilling 'and blending:ul
:saxpertisé of @ mastar biandar.: ;

_dat the

s NY GBERTEST BISCDVERY Bne Form af lavender
248 used for distillation of an essential oil - Wit
. whiéh-is knoun as the o0il of .spike.  There 1s gy
every -possibility that this oil of spike was- useg_
in the:ointment Mary used with. auch lavish abandnn
<.to anaint Jesus. ved t

1_PURPOSER".

\)"TO s
Thrae of the Foef Eveagelzsts raserd Jssus
<.anoknting at ‘the feast of Simon the 1eper only

a few:days before His death.(Matt, 26; Mark 14;
~3ohn 12). Only John, houever, discloses that
it was Mary of Bethany who broke her alabaster
box ‘and poured her pound of spikenard, very

'¥_precious, upon the Master's hdad and feet, so

- that its fragrance fllled not only all the room but
f}all the ages ‘since. - ? o

; - Somehow Jesus' teaching about His comlng daath
_'had penatrated Nary s tender heart more deeply -
~ than the hearts of His other friends. She brought
“the costliest thing she ‘had, and with it her total
'dévotion, sven her very life itself, to anoint
~ Him beforshand for His burial. Mary was not.
among thosa other uomah ‘who - prepared spices later
“to aembalm the Saviour's ‘dead body, her perceptive
“love had already ‘poured itself out in fragrant
incense upon Him while He was yet with her.
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ﬂﬂﬂ an‘hsr 1nsigﬁt andﬁséif-giving shs WA
sharply crftizad

“AIl thres Goepals rscaunt tnn gtgsiaieaﬂwgﬁy
of indignation'v "To_what purpose is* his~w:dtt%'

"To what- purposa?” has ever been askeﬂ u¢
those who abandon themsselves to Christ. It
must have ‘Been tha thought uppermost in the: uinta
of the desclated disciples at-Calvary. It muﬁt
have existed in the minds of millions- uho have
watched Love's sacrificial givina by the myriad
Martyrs. knoun and unknouwn, who have poured
themselves ogt for God in the centuries since,:
with this thought Satan must havé tried to tsmpt
the“widous of the five young men who died by Auca
spears in recent times. "To what’ perpcaa is
this waste?"

But Jesus rebuked the disciples and acceptad
Mary's sacrifice as an act of pricelesa uorship,
and st ﬂu teespts sacrifice todny.

Fur what men seee as less, God sees as etetnal
gain.

President; = Desconsss Elizabeth Alfred (Ang.)
125 A Uilson Drive, ,
B.5.L. Carrum Downs. 3200
Ph 782 1755 '

83 Mrs. Dorsen Strack (thurchas of
66 Tennyson, St., Christ)

Moonss Ponds 3039

ph 375 2953
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Mrs. Lt. Colonel Isabel Macintyre,
: (Salv, Army)

34 Aldinga St.,

Sth. Blackburn, 3135

Ph, 89 8513

Mrs. Freda Morris (Churches of
27.A1lberti 5%, . Christ)

.East Malvern 3145

Ph. 211 2982

Mrs. Myra Dixon  (Roman fatholic)
11 Sibella Court,

Gresnsborough 3098

Ph. 434 1046 '

Mrs. Berna Foster (Roman Catholic)
75 Summerhill Rd.,

Reservoir 3073

Ph, 470 1585

Mrs. Jean Hughes (Baptist)
28 Doncaster Rd.,

North Baluyn 3104

Ph. 859 4536

Mrs. Fran Downes (Uniting Church)
Unit 15, 1 Ireland St.,
Burwood. 3125
Ph., 288 9184

. .
Mrs. Olive Ackland (Uniting Church)
23 Kingswood Ave.,

- North Coburg 3058

Ph, 354 3804

Mrs. Brigadier Rita Callander ‘*\

Salv. Arm
14 Caine Avs., as )

Northcotse 3070
Ph, 489 7512



