PRESIDENT'S REPORT

As I consider what would be my personal feelings regarding this first

year as president, I can do nothing less than give thanks to God, who

by His Spirit has made me very aware of His love and His power. This

awareness has come to me through the fellowship of love found here

in the state council (NSW). Your encouragement and support has lifted
my spirits over and over again and I simply want to thank God for you

all.

Much of this years' council work has . been to consolidate and extend

the programme ACW provides. Through Fellowship of the Least Coin,

the Winifred Kiek Scholarship and Asian Church Women's Conference we
have opportunities right at our front door that need to be attended

to and worked with. Attendances at the special day services where these
areas have been given prominence have been a great source of inspiration
to many and provided ACW with the opportunities to witness about the
success and progress in these areas.

Effort has also been made to further the effectiveness of the work

of this council by greater participation of council members. It has
been made clear that the work of ACW will only grow and develop if

we, who are the representatives of our churches and branches go out
'there' to inform and witness that our work is an effective one. This

is one of my main areas of challenge, that as president I should lead

us on to a more effective work among the women of our church communities.

We are an 'ecumenical council'. We have an established base to work
on. It is my desire to see this message spread more widely.

It has been easy to work with you. This has been facilited through

the work of all executive members who have faithfully attended to their
tasks. I specially wish to pay tribute to Edith Ridge (Secretary)
whose constant support and guidance has been my right hand. Edith

is skilled as a secretary, and her knowledge of ACW cannot be faulted.
Her graciousness in helping the 'new girl' has not gone unnoticed and

I would like it written that without her the work of this council

could not have gone forward in the smooth and excellent manner that

it has.

It should also be written that Dorothy Lumb (Treasurer) is an excellent
steward of our monies. Dorothy has not had an easy year health-wise,
but we praise the Lord that He has lifted her up to be able to continue
her work with us.

The highlight for me, was to represent ACW at the Asian Church Women's
Conference at Kinaseh, Jakarta, Indonesia. Reports of this conference
have been made in Newsette and the national newsletter of ACW. It has
been with a great deal of delight that I have had the opportunity to
represent you at many denominational meetings. Of special significance
was the request to join our Catholic sisters at their state conference
at Port Macquarie. This gave me an excellent opportunity to make ACW
known.

Visits to special day services gave me the opportunity to affirm that
the strength of ACW is in our branches. :

1991/92 gives me the opportunity to further build on the base that.

we have. It is evident that greater interest and enthusiasm is being

shown in many areas. I would like to strengthen council further

by giving more specific direction to each denominational group (8 reps.).

I envisage using each group as a council within the council to

specifically work with their own churches, by informing, educating,

serving, enthusing, and generally spreading the message of their involvement
in ACW and encouraging more of their churches to participate in our
activities.

I recommend that you all plan to be present at the national conference
of ACW to be held here in Sydney at the Collaroy Conference Centre,
September 9-13, 1991. We have the opportunity to use this conferen;e
as a stepping stone, and a great tool to assist us in the NSW council
to go forward to greater things.

May God bless us all ...

Joan.
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; In presenting this report of the work of Australian Church
Women in New South Wales, I give thanks to God for His guiding and
strength and for another year of good health., Praise Him for the
team of wonderful women who encourage each other and who make it a
delight to work for this Ecumenical organisation.

The year began with the ingpiring Dedication Service and
Installation of our President., What a joyful occasion that was}
And what a vital, ensrgetie;xﬂtovative and spiritual President Joan
Tong has proved to be., For all her leadership of us and for her

The ymar has been another busy one., We have been privileged
to have as visitors to our country and to our Unit, three delightful
ung women, Doreen Tie from Malaysia was the 1990 Winifred Kiek
Scholar, Her studies were here in Sydney and this gave us the
opportunity of getting to know her and of assisting the National
W.K.S. Convenor in her work with Doreen. Doreen endemred herself to
us when she visited our Council meeting and shared her life story
and hopes for the future with us., We love to receive her letters
‘since she returned home, -
Rachel Mathew represented her church, the Ma Thoma Church
of India at the World Council of Churches' 7th. Assembly in Feb
1991. As a W.K.S. Fellowship holder, she visited three State Units .
and N.S.W, was privileged to be one of them, At a special meeting
called to enable us to meet Rachel, we enjoyed her company and learned
much from her. It was a day of great fellowship for all who attended.
Rachel Sobana, also of India came to Australia only in March.
Here she will further her nureing education as the 1991 W.K.S. Scholar.
Already she has charmed everyone who has met her. We know she will
be another successful Scholar,.

Intersst in A.C.W. continues to grow. New information kits
produced this year will enable groups enquiring about A.C.W. to be
informed and hopefully to be inspired to join us. There has been a
steady quickening of interest in Fellowship of the Least Coin, which
has kept the Convenor very busy.

. One of the tasks the Executive most enjoyed during the year,
was writing the Fellowship Day service on the theme, 'Praise the .
Lord With Gladness', We hope that all our groups will receive the
same blessing in using it that we received in writing it.

Our members have many talents which they are always happy to
share, Two teams of our Council members worked lovingly to create
the beautiful flower .arrangements at the Flower Festivals held at the
two great cathedrals of Sydney, St. Andrews and St. Marys. We were
proud to see our name, Australian Church Women on these two lovely
displays. :

Highlights of our meetings have been 3w

* Sharing the excitement of the National Committee as it planms
for the National Conference in September,1991. President,
Marie licCann introduced us to this with her enthusiastic
talk in the June meeting, Since then, we have added a
Conference Spot to the agenda of Council meetings, The
excitement will grow as we move closer to sharing in this
Conference, :

* The two meetings when Convenors, Patricia Burke (F.L.C.)
and Hina Whybourne (W.K.S.) shar@d their life stories
with us and told about the work of their Convenorships.

* The visit of Thelma Skiller of the World Council of Churches
who talked about the W.C.C. Assembly in its planning
stages. One of the things we were encouraged to do was to
make 'Patches' for the Assembly. There are people in )

_ countries around the world ve taken home with them  ___

' T L 2
,small mementoes creatéd by soffe of our A.C.W."Members.

The beautiful devotional 'The Colours of Christmas'
brought to us by Marjory Baker,
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* The report given by Marie McCann and Joan Tong on the Asian A
Church Women's Conference Assembly they attgqnded in Jakarta
in 1990. We were pleased to congbatulate Jpan on her .
appointment to the Committee of A.C.W.C. and wish her well ‘.
as she travels to her first meeting later in this year,

. The highlight of m¥ year was in representing our State Unit
as an Accredited Visitor at the W.C.C. Assembly. This was an experience
I will never forget, and I thank A.C.W. for giving me the opportunity,

Three new ventures we have undertaken are :-

R A.C,W, Pens, This project has proved a great succesa., The
: first run sold out very quickly, The pens being produced
for sale in July, will celebrate the Fellowship Day
service and carry the theme on each pen.

* A meeting of the Executive with representatives of our
- affiliated denominations and organisations, gave us many
good new ideas for increasing the work of A.C.W. We are
implementing them as the year goes on,

* Associate Members. Every year we say good-bye to o0ld and
valued friends and welcome new members. Early in 1991 we
decided to invite previous delegates to join A.C.W. as
Associate Members. In this way, we hope to retain our
friends as they participate in A.C.W. at a new level.

We are grateful to the members who represent us at other
organisations, to the members who host the morning teas each month,
to the Convenors who faithfully carry out their tasks of Promotion,
Publicity, Producing and distributing Newsette, looking after the
Membership Lists,caring for the Winifred Kiek Scholar, helping us to
be good stewards for Fellowship of the Least Coin. To Deaconess Mary
Andrews we say ‘*thank you' for looking after the trading table during
another year. We thank the Uniting Church for the use of its building
and the Salvation Armmy for welcoming us to its lovely new headquarters,

: The finances of the Unit are faithfully administered by the
Treasurer, Dorothy Lumb. Whatever would we do without the cheerful
and capable services of Domothy? Thank you from us all.

’ It was with joy that we received the announcement that our
member and friend, Miss Phyl. McKinnirey was chosen by her denomination
to be the President-Elect., Phyl will become the second Catholic
President at her Installation in May, 1992, We welcome her and look
forward to working with her during 1991.

For all the blessings of this year we give thanks to God,
and for all the days ahead we trust Him.

Edith Ridge. 15.4.91
Hon. Secretary.



£

JU T .LC PL.:AII:: YOU esve v s eessn e

state Council meets at 222 rite ot.0ydney, 5tl. i'loor meeting
roous on the tlird i.ondays of Hebrn_rJ,Lulc“,nprll June,uu st,
september and Nove:iber. In lay euch year our neeting takes the £
form of a wedication wervice and is held in a church as announced.
We are grateful to the Salvation Army for the use of their neu
Coungress Hall for the service this year.

Council is nmade up of delerates frow ceven denominations -Anglican,
Bgptist,Catholic,Churcl.es of Clirist,’r-sbyterian,Salvation .irmy

.and the Uniting Church.

Grpenisstions send representatives to the Council meetings. Yliese

are ivewve.eGilrls' Lri ade, Woman's Christian Temperance Union and

Youns Women's Christian Acsociation.

Branches are entitled to one represeut:tive euch. Some branche

find it difficult te find a representaiive, but we try tc keep in

touel with ther tlrouskh the yeur. Ve invite reps. frow ary country

branckes to come to cur Council uecctings if tliey arce ever in the

city on the right day.

Reports from tlie brenches are aleJv locked for. Ve would like to

be able to publich ilLe reyorts of zll the branche: in this Annual

Liewsletter., Ve grovw ws we learn about each other,

Council sends repreccntutives to these organisations

world Day of Praycr Committee.

National Council of .omen

Hee' o Ecumenicel Council.

N.3.W. Council for Children's Iilms and Tclevision,

To these repreucrto.ives who attend mectings for us and who report

back to Council, at lcust throucl tleir aniual report, we suy
'Trank You',

wevsette is our own i...'. journal. At (4 per annum, we feel it is

~o0o0d value, liew subscribers are alwa; o velcowne, Join up and keep

in touch.

»e value our assocication with Asig:. Church Vomen's Conference.

..1--/c-.o pad») 50C e’“Ch ‘yea.r tO _LOC.-toCu LO &SSiSt Witkl itS

administratlon costs. You can become o Ygrbner With i.C...Ce by

paying w1 each yeur, Ifhe Ireasurer would love to hear frowi you.

Lellowship OL the bLeast Coin. ¥lewsc remember that this is a
ellowship Tor peace and reconciliation, and the expression of our

desire for these vhings is in the ;1v1n~ of our 'least coins!,

rlease reumenber to proy us you give, Yorld Corusunity Day is wvilien

reLeCe collections are ueulcated.

Jinifred Kiek Ucholgrship. This unigue Australian facet of A.Ceds

is remembered euchi year on Fello.ship Jay. Please give generously.
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COZORATULATIONS! LSS

Liss Phyl licKinnirey hes been appointed by her denomination to be
President of A.C.w. for 1992,1993, Ve will install Phyl at the
Dedication Jervice in lay next year.is a representative of 3t. I
Patrick's Catholic Churcli, rarramatia, Fliyl has served the rarre-
matte Branch as its Co-ordinctor and is ar ernthusiastic member of
that branch, Ac o Catholic dele ate (o Council, she is well=known
tc us, and we welcome her as President-elect, praying for her the
guldance of our Lord us she prepares for this task. To her we »nledge
our support and help at all times,

Joan Tong, our Preuioeut, was one of the iustralian uelo;ation

to the A.C..C. Assembly in Jekarta, luct year. Congratulations to
doan on her appointment to the Corsittece of A.C.«.C. She will travel
to later this year for her first meetings.

Former National vecretary of A.Cewie, nurguret Napier of . .A. was
appointed Austrulia's Representative on :.C.VeCoe



Vol HILLS~ £CCLUSIETE BRANCH

The new President of this branck has been welcomed to the utate Unit
meetings as a declesate frow her Branch. brs voris Huberfield reported a
good VWorld Conmunity Day, when lev. Maurecn Cripus was tie speukcr.
Good attendance matched thie fine offering and the collection fox P,L.Co
The mewbers of this br.oncl meet for & Christmes luncleon snd concert.
Gifts for the Imitl Fenily are brousht to this function.
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4% the Arnual meetim; of this branch, aliilisted churches bring revorts
of their wctivitiec. vible stuaies are growing in the area. Groups for
hospital visiting are very active. "Care Grou,c" have becn formed. ‘hey
organise teems to hclp witl driving people wlho necd this service, wlso
arrange for food to he sent to people in need. Cne group supported o
motrLer at the birth of her child by sending someone to be thiere with her.
In fact, this happened tuice,

This branch like many otl.ers, orgunises thke Uorld Day of Yruyer service
in its area. The Brancl ireuvident and Secretar change ecch year, ws they
are drawn from the host churcles for the twec coexvices they arringe.
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LILLARA= LINDFIL. D= CLVILL.. Bitutil

This branckh is incre.sin, in iuterest und leovely fellowshipj—- many
reprecentotives siccerel; eunress their thori ifulheses for the orportunity
of shering witi ledies of otiicr denominstirns —- CLhe churches who offer
help, find a grewt blessin; follows aftc. ..ie cervice., e have immediste
response for recuestc for Iuture services, shic churches count it a privilege
to be asked to koot & s.rvice. Fine cliurches in the area participate.
liollie Craig, lion. Sec.
OOOIU.\./.U..0.00000Q0.0.COOQ .

deJelle Mcumenical Council,

la last year's report of the work of the Council, the good news was
tiie foreshadowing of the joining of the Roman cvatholics as full menmbers
oi o ledew. Leumenical vouncil,

sishop Dede Heuther, of the Pariamai.ta Viocese, told how thic could
be donej by contacting the Iisliop of ecch i...... viocese, as the Zisiiop
ic autonowous in his own Seec. :

This has now been acconplisked ws far os the Parramatta Diocese is
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Jine 17
July’
August 19
September 9-13
September 16

October 21,22
October

Ootober 28

November 18

March 6

COMING EVENTS

Council meeting. 10 a.m, for morning teaﬁ Meetiﬂg, 10.30
5th. Floor, 222 Pitt St. Sydney. "

Fellowship Day services., Theme: "Praise the Lord With
Gladness" Our own N.S.W. service,
W.K.S. 00116(%10!1. ' ’ ; ,. "

Council meeting.

National Conference meetings, Ask for special brochures,
Council meeting. '

Packing Days for World Day of Prayer. Helpers welcome.

World Community Day Services, Theme: "Forward Fogether in
Faith" service written by the Tasmanian Unit. F.L.C.

Spirituel Remewsl Day, 10 a.m. Salvation Army DEdication.
«3ydney.

Functions Rooms, Floor 4, /40 Elizabeth

Council meets for its Christmas meeting. Branch reports
welcome at this meeting. Please invite the President and
other officers of your Branch to attend as our guests.

World Day of Prayer Services, Theme: "Living Wisely With
Creation",
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

EVery year we welcome to the Council new delegatés. We are pleased to
have them join us, as we believe that the strength of our organisation
is in its membership and we hope we are always open to new ideas and fresh

enthusiasms.

But every year we are also sad to say 'good-bye' to old and valued £r
friends as they retire from our Council.

And this year we decided to do something about it} .

We are offering to friends of A.C.W. the opporpunity to become Assoclate

Members. This is.

our attempt to keep in touch witlf People who have been

Council members and can now ncw longer serve as Delegates. They will of
course be welcome to attend all our meetings as non-voting members, whose
input to the meeting will be welcomed by the President when requested.
$10 per annum will secure each Associate Member all the year's copies of
'Newsette' and any other mailings that we make to members, including the

list of the year'
If you would

s meetings and the Annual Newsletter.
1ike to become an Associate Member or if you know of

some-one you could recommend to us, please let us have the names and
addresses as sSoon as you Cale
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Report of the World Council of C ches' Assembly, Febru

This was my

first experience of a World Conference. How did I ever

get to go to such a thing

A.C.W, sent

me, my organisation pald for my registratio. as an

Ascopredited Visitor, which gave me all the papers for the Assembly and the
opportunity to attend Plenary Sessions and other sessions of the Assembly.
It was the experience of a life-time, and for the privilege, I thank
A.CeW, from the bottom of my heart,
I was able to share some of the experiences with the Council in March

and here for the

readers of the Annual Newsletter are my impressions of some

of the Highlights,.

ﬁaﬁibnal'President, Marie McCann was there, also National Secretary,



