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The ministry is Christ's gift to His Church. It is the
means by which the Head of the hody, Christ Himself, admin-
isters His authority in each local ecclesia., It is an es-
sential feature of the divire economy for the Church of God.,
Thus, in no sense can the ministry be thought of as a human
invention, designed by the wit of man for the better administr-
ation of the 1life of the Church. No» does it exercise an
authroity delegated to it by demceratic processes within the
body of the Church. It 18 theoecwatic, not democratiec, both in
its origin and authority. Ian Joha's symbolic portrayal of the
Son of Man Who dictates His letters Lo the seven churches of
Asia, Jokn salid, "in His risht hoad He held seven stars,"

(Rove 1:1G6) and the Scn of Man Fmaelf defines the seven stars
as "the angeis (or msseengens) of the seven chirches." (Rev.
1:20) The ministry is Christ-centercd, Christ ordained, and
Christ empowered.

A gtriking example of this is revealed in the history of
Israel's wildsrness journey. Moses, who hitherto had made no
decision of importance without waiting for the clear direction
of the Lord, heeded the voice of his father-in-law, Jethro, in
a nost importent matter. "Whatv you are doing is not good," said
Jethro, "you and the people with you will wear yourselves out,
for the thing is t20 heavy for you; you are not able to per-
form 1v alone. Tisten now to my voise; I will give you counsel
and God be with youl You shall represent the people before God,
and bring thelir cases Lo God; and you shall teach them the
statutes and the decisions, and make them know the way in
which they nmust walk and what they mist do. Moreover choose
eble men from ell the peorle, cuch as fear God, men who are
truabtworthy and who aid place sguch men over the
peopls as rulers of : hundreds, of fiftioes, and of
tend. 4&nd let them jndge the peonlie &t all times; every
gireat matter they shail pring to you., but any small matter
they ghall decide for themaslvsa; 8o 1t will be easier for
you and they will bear the burden with you." (Exocdus 18: 19-22).
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In implementing Jethro's advice there is no record that Moses
sought the mind of the Lord in the matter. Schofield makes
the terse commen®t: "Jehovah entirely ignored the worldly-wise
crganisation and substituted His own." There can be no
spivitual power in a ministry rot inspired of God. Thus,

when we read in Numbers 1L cf lMoses' renewed complaint: "I

am not able to carery all this people alone, the burden is too
heavy for me," (11:14) the Lord Himself responded by ordain-
ing a wider ministry: "the Lord said to Moses, Gather for me
seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be elders
of the people and officers over them; and bring them to the
tent of the meeting, and let them taks their stand there with
youy; and I will take some of the spirit which ia upon you and
put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people
with yon, that you may not bear it yourself alcne."(16-17).
When these men were gathered before the tabernacle "Then the
Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses, and took some
of the spirit that was upon him and put it upon the seventy
elderg; and when the spirit rested upon them they prophes-
feds™ (25).

As if to emphasize to the people that the ordination i .«
of the seventy wag by the Lord and not by Moses, the same
chaptes tells of two of the chosen elders, Eldad and Medad,
who were detained 3n the camp for some reason and had not
gathered to the tabernenle., The spirit rested cn them also
and they prophesied in the camp. (256-30).

The two principle ministerial offices in the 0ld Testa-
mens were, of course, that of the priest and the prophet.
The Levitical priesthood was the gift of God to His people.
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In Numbers 18 we read that the Lord said to Aaron: "Behold,
I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the

people of Israel; they are a gift to you, given to the
Lord; to do the service of the tent of meeting. And you and
your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for all
that concerns the altar and that 1s within the veil; and
you shall serve., I GIVE YOUR PRIESHOOD AS A GIFT, and any
one else who comes near shall be put to death." (6-7).

Within the Levitical priesthood are clearly defined
degrees of authority and responsibility. To the family of
Aaron alone was committed the highest responsibility of the
priesthood, Other Levites, the Lord said, "shall attend you
(i.¢e Aaron) and attend to all duties of the tent; but shall
net come near the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar,
lest they, and you, die." (Numbers 18:3).

The seriousness of arrogating to oneself a ministry not
crcdained of God is revealed in the story of Korah's rebel-
lion and his death by God's judgment. Following that episode
Aaron's position is put beyond all doubt by the miraculous
budding of his rod.

Though blind in so many other ways, Israel of today is
11111 sensitive to the divine origin of her ministry. Thus
srael is now without a priesthood, and consequently, without
sacrifice., Since the destruction of the carefully pre-
served temple records in A.De. 70, no Jew is ncw acquainted
iith his ancsstral tribe of origin and, therefore, dare not
gsume Levitical functions or the special Aaronic privil-
cert. Jewlsh religious leaders of today eschew the word
t" and are known as "Rabbis."

7 the priesthood, whose function it was to represent
the v epls before God, was God's gift to the 01d Testament
Church, how much mere ws should expect the calling and office
of a prophet to be initiated by God, for this ministry was
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to represent God to ths people - to declare by divine
authority: "Thus salth the Lordi"

Witliout labouring the point, 1t may be sald that, where
full detaily are given in the Seripbtures of a prophet's
calling. the calling of the prophst, his prepsration and
his commissioning were, in every detail, initiated and

gulded by Gods It 1s interesting to note that the first
one to be termed a "prophet" 1n the 014 Testamont was
Abraham - and it was by revelation o Abimeleci. ‘Abraham

"{s a prophet," God said, "and he will pray for you, and
you shall live." (Gen. 20:7).

The Lord's aprointment cof Aaron still provides the
best delinition of a prophet. "TIas Lord said to Moses,
See, I make you as God to Pharanh; and Aaron your brother
chall be your proohet, You ghall spzak all that I command
vyou; and Aaron youe brother shall tzil Pharaoh to let the
people of Israel go out of his land." (Exodus 7: 1-2),

Thus the prophet is the spokesman who represents an-
othere.

0f the 01d Testament prophets perhaps Isaiah's ex-
perience gives the clearest illustration of the call and
work of this ministiry for both the 01ld and New Testaments.
His ¢all is recowrded in Isaiah, chapter 6, and reveals
certain clearly defined experiences., Commenting of this
chapter, Dr., Griffith-Thomas saild:

"Tsaiah had a vision of God.c....and this sight of

God wasg abt the foundaticn of all he became. The vision
at once led to tas resuli intended hy God in giving it
conviction of gline 'Then said I, Wce is mel For I am losti"
Conviction is immediately followed by confession: "I am a

rnan Of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people
of unielean lips." To confess was to be cleansed ~"Then
flew one of the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burn-
ing coalessssBehold this has touched your lips, your guilt
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is taken away, and your sin forgiven." Then comes the

call of God, followed immediately by the prophet's response
and God's commissioning: "Whom shall I send, and who will
go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send me. And He said
Go, and say to this peopleésceeses" (Isa. 6: 8-9).

As with the call, so with his work, the New Testament
minister 1s accurately patterned on the experience of the
01ld Testament prophet. The work of the ministry is indic-
ated in Isaiah 61: 1-3., It might be argued that this passage
is purely Messlanic. It was indced clearly fulfilled by the
personal testimony of the Lord Jesus, but it is the price-
less privilege of the truly called minlster that he continue
the same minlatiry. The same Meralah who sald of Himself,
"the Lord has anointed Me to b»iag gond tidings to the af-
filictzd" commanded Fis disciples to "o into all the world
and preach the gospsl to the whele creatioan." (Mark 16:15).

Now the pattern of worship in the 0ld Testament called
for diverse functions and specialisbts, We read of "singers,"
end "gatekeevers," and the "Nothinim renderesd as "temple
servanta™ in the R-S.V., and of "ascribes." The rfrst gscribes
were criginally no nore than "secretaries" or "recorders."

Thus we read in IX Samuel 8: 17~ "Zadokeseeo.and Ahimelech...
were priests; and Serdiah was secretary." But in time the

office was wildered %o desceribe those who not only made copiles
of the law, but were also concerned in its Interpretation,

We read of Bzrra that "he was a scribe skilled in the law of
Moses. ™" (Ezra 7:8).

Certain aspects of the 0ld Testament ministry are now
irrevelant. The work of the Levitical priesthood, for instance,
has been entirely fulfilled in Clirist. God Himself has now
provided "a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation,
and saticfaction, for the sins of the whole world." Similarly,
that part of a prophet's work which entailed the proclamation
of further revelation was completed by Christ: In Hebrews 1
we read: "In many and various ways God spoke of old to our
fathers by the prophets; but in these last days He has spoken wc¢
to us by a Son," (Heb.l:1-2).

In spite of this, the New Testament is wider in scope
and offers richer service, in keeping with the more satisfying,
both to God ard to man, and richer New Testament worship.
Thus Paul, writing of the ascended Christ, quotes Psalm 68:18 -
"When He ascended on high He led a host of captives, and he
gave gifts to men." These gifts, Paul writes: "were that some
should be apostles, some prophets, sone evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, for the equipment of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the building up the body of
Christeces o" (Ephes. 4:11"12)0

In a similar passage in I Corinthians Paul writes:
"And God has appointed in the ehurch first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then
healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various
tongues." (I Cor. 12:28).

It 1s important to notice that in both these passages
Paul compares the church to the human body. Christ is the
Hsad, but for the administration of the visible church, the
ministry serves as the visible head. In this way, it
surely can be said that the ministry is the vicear of Christ
cn earth, Paul says: "So we are ambassadors for Christ,
God mexking His appeal through us. We beseech yocu on behalf
of Christ, be roconciled to Gods" (II Cor. 5:20).
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The needs of the body are many and varied - and they
are physical as well as spiritual. To meglecct either is
detrimental to the other.

It cannot be over emphasigsed that the New Testament
ministry, like that of the 01d Testament, is called, pre-
pared and commissioned by ths Lord., "Follow Me, and I
will make you to become fishers of men." was a command
and not an invitation. Thorse who offered for =service as
digciples were poljtely discouraged - "Foxes have holds,
and birds of the eir have nestvss but the Son of Man hath
not where to lay Ti_ head." "™Iou did not choose Me," he
gaid later to Hin diszinles, "bat I chese you and appointed
you that you shouid g6 and bapr feulb.. ¢ (Toim L5:16)

Of Seul of Tarsusg the Lord sail: '"ma 15 a chosen instrument
of mine to carny ny name before the (#2ntiles and kings
and the scns of Israel." (Acts 9:15). .

As the ministry 1s Christ's gift to the church, it
is the church that benefits thrcugh the service of the
ministry. Nevertheless the Lord also delegates to the
church c¢srtain regponsibilites in connection with the
ministry. Moat important of thOuh in that the church is
appointed the instrument for giving effect to the minist-
erial 2all, The Holy Spirit sald to the Church at Ant-
iochs fget aps®t Lfor Me Barnabas and Saunl for the work to
whicih I have called them. . Then aiftver fasting and praying
thay laiq tﬁ tr hends on them and sent them off."  Bub
the reecord wediately gous on - "So, being sent out by

th.e EIOJ.J Sp "‘Vg oceeao” ( .CT 8 :_5: 2"‘;:)0
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Fuvrther, the church's role in establishing the real-
ity of a call to the minlistry has incrsassd ccasiderably
since aposgtclins btimes. A men may say he is "inmvardly
moved by the Holy CGhos% to take upon hinm this office and

a
n
ministration™ but the nquroh mit aiso hear the voicee
of the Holy Zpirit scj::<q "Qeparate utnto Me this man."
The church hears this voice b7 a careful examination of
the cendidate's gualifilcat 1on - pﬂyudc al, mental and
spiritual, and by evaluating the man's spiritual service
in ths church. It is the church's task to provide the
course of preparat 1on to which it will submit the cand-
idate, Then, finally, before the laying on of hands, a
last anpeal is made to the church, by the reading of a
"si quis™ notice, to declare any possible hindrance which
might indicate that the voice of the Holy Splerit is saying
"No'” The church's Lncreaging respt ﬂolblllty was antici-
ed by Paul's injuc blO“ e Wzmouuy° "Do not e hasty in
tno laying on of hands.™ (I Tim. 6322 ).

2] (/:e

Not only 1is the call and commission to the ministry
initiaved and effected by God, but the whole of a man's
subsequent ministry is under His control. He dotermines
the place of his service. "An angel of the Lord said to
Philiv, Rise and go toward the soubh to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza. (Acts 8:26). Following
Peter's vision at Joppa "the Spirit said to him, Behold,
three men are J.ook? ﬂg for you; Rise and go down, and eccom=-
p2nv them withoubt hesitation; for I have sent them,"

(Acts 10:19-20),

Sometimes the lecdd g was infarrad by the closing of
dcors. We read of Paul, ilag and Timotky being '"forbidden
by the Holy Spirit to Dpeak the Word in Asla." Then, when
"they attempted to go into Bithynia the Spirit of Jesus did
not allow them." (Acts 16:6=7),.
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The ministry is held in the power, the wisdom and
directicn of Christe. "The love of Christ controls us,"
says Paul (II Ccr.5:14). And the love of Christ provides
a variety of ministrations to fit the varied needs of the
church -~ apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach-
ers, workexs of miracles, healers, helpers, administrat-
ors, speakers in various kinds of tongues. Those who have
seen films of Dr. Graham's crusades in forelgn countries
will testify to the eku“ao”r"ﬁaﬂy 8kill required of those
who can speak in various kinds of tongues! These various
types cf ministraticns are not o e Lhought of as =ep~
ara LP mubually exzluslve, cpnonialieed callings. Most

micisters will recozanize, , ; 'that God has endowed
t¢«J wRani, eR e 1w gowe service in quite a
numhsir of these fislids. Any apprraisar of the 1ife of

Paul the Apostlid wouwld surely show it at gouie time or

othsr he eXercised evaly facet of minicterial experience.

On the other hand Imke’'s serviee would have been confined

chiefly to the fields of evangelism, teaching and healing.
Sy
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In addition to being an apostl Pater was a pronhet, an
evange]iqf, a pagcor and teacher, a worker of miracles.
John's chief contribution lay ear h1hg and shepherdlng,
but was by no me o313 esa Tilelcds of sgervice,
I Actn 3 we reas nt of the seven
"diakconoi" Tor service as :“31L.¢Pators, The guccess of
their administrati o even recorded. It is
possible, of PO”‘;e E ili;ﬂ“l practice of the

of sharing 11 things in common was shortly sband-

30, within weeks, or a feow months at the mos,, we
read =T 3tephen "full of grace and powser," doing "great
wonders and 2igns amoang the people,! and teaching with
such wisdom and pcwer that his diasputants were confound-
ed (Acts 6:8-10), We read of Philipn p%oc]a"m ng Christ

ith great power in Ssmaria and verforming miracles

(AcSs 8:4-8), to be foilowed by his personal work with
the Ethioplan eunuch (Acts 8:286-3&).,

From these Scriptural examples and subsequent exper-
ience 1%t would appear that every w1ﬂlstry has a certaln
core of activity aropdd which, and in support of which,
other avenuss of service may be exownised. Thie lnner
core is surely evangelinm and sherherding Bach minister
is fundamentally an evangelis%t and a pascov. This simply
means that the primary responsibility of the ministerial
office 1is to obey the two great commands of the risen
Lord: '"preach the Gospel" and "feed My sheep and My lambs,"

To sum up. The source of the ministry is Christ, it 1s
His gift to the church, it is the instrumeant of His choice,
it is empowered and directed by Hlis wisdom. The work of the
ministry is to proclaim the evangel and to guide and tend the
flock of Gods The shpere of the ministry 1s the world. But
everything that is said of the ministry applies in some sense
to the whole churchs If the ministry be likened to the
visible head of the visible church, neither can serve God in
indepencdence of the other, The head needs feet and hands as
surely as the feet and hands need the head. To the extent
that the church leaves its ministry to discharge alone its
spiritual responsibilities, then to that exten t the church has
degenerated into a mere "“service station.™

= K.N.S.





