
TIJE MINISfJ:fC{ ·· CIIH.l;Y.T.', r; ,": /Fl1 J'O HIS CHURCH 

The ministry is Christ 1 s g:lfi.; to His Chu.rch. It is the 
means by which the Head of th0 body, Christ Himself, admin­
isters His authority in each local ecclesia. It is an es­
sential featu1'e of the divir.e economy for the Church of God. 
Thus:i in no Denso can the m:1.nistry be thought of as a human 
invention,, designed by the wlt 01' man for the better administr­
ation of the life of the Chur0h� Nor does it exercise an 
aut1-u�oity delegated to it b-y dA::rJOCl''atic processe□ within the 

, body of the Cl1urch. It is theoc.,:atic, not democratic, both in 
its origin and authority., L1 J0h:J. 1 s nymbolie portrayal of the 
Son of Man Who dictates His J.et:tars to the seven churches of 
Asia, Jor..n said, 11 111 His rlp;r::.t he.::1d He held seven stars, 11 

( R - l • lli� ) :i ' ' S ,., ·;-' ··r. J "' ' f · ' h t • ... o .J � • e.nc. -cno , or:i. m: L'J.J.n r:un.::rn .. 1 cw · in.e ri ·c .. e seven s ars
as 11the angels ( o:;_--. me sE.:engrn�:) �)f the oeven c:C-;.,1rche s o 

11 (Rev. 
1 � 20). The m.i!J.i st:,.�y is ChI'isti-cent01•od )> Christ ordained, and 
Christ empoweredc 

A ntx•iking example of this is l"evealed in the histor•y of 
Israel's wilderne88 journeyo Moses, who hitherto had made no 
decision of impo:;.:atance with.out waiting for the cleal'"' direction 
of the Lord, heeded the voice of his father-�in-J.aw, Jethro, in 
a most importe.x:i:c m11tter. "What JOU rn-·e doing is not good, 11 said 
Jethro, "you and the people with you. will wear yourselves out, 
for- the thing is t.)o heavy fc.l'.' y'1u; yo.u are not able to per­
foJ'.'m :t·c aJone., L:1JJt:en now i"-o my voi0e; I wi1J. give you counsel 
and God be with yo11t You shall ro:f)resent the people before God, 
and bring t�0i1' cases to God; anc1 you shall teach them the 
sta:;utes and the decisions� and make them know the way in 
which they mnst walk and what they m�;;.st do. Moreover choose 
able men f:::'o::n all the peop1.e.9 ouch aa fear God, men who are 
t:;:•(L:1 tw"J.1:thy a,::i.a who hr:d;8 a br:1.1:-e; 1:u.,.d place such men over the 
people as rulers of t�cmaanda, of bu�dreds, of fiftios 0 and of 
tens o And let "l:r.,om j 1:1.dse -ch8 pe o:p:'...e £1.t all time□; every 
gPeat- m2tt0Y.' thoy shal\ bJ�i.ng to you_. but any small matter 
they shall decide for thcmselV3Ll; so it will be easier for

ycu and they will bear the b1-n.>cl.en wi tb. you.o 11 (Exodus 18: 19-22). 
In spite of 5-tD appo.l"ent eonunon sense this was carnal policy. 
In implementing Jetlu'o' s advice the:"'e is no record that Moses 
sought the rd.nd of the Lo1"d in the mo.tter. Schofield makes 
the terse comrner.:t: 11 Jehova'.J. e.1:-!:cl11ely ignored the worldly-wise 
organisation and substituted I-l:1.s mn1G II There can l>e no
spi:tJitual power in a mintr.:it�r.>; y :not inspiPed of God. Thus, 
w·hen we read in Numbers 11 of t!ioses' renewed complaint: "I 
am not able to ca!.'.t'Y all this people alone, the burden is too 
heavy for me, 11 (11:14) the Lord Himself responded by ordain­
ing a wider ministry: 11the Lcrd said to Moses, Gather for me 
seventy men of the elders of Is:-..--.aeJ., whom you know to be elders 
of the people and office1s over them; and bring them to the 
tent of the meeting, and let them ta�-<:e their• stand there with 
you; and I will take some of the sph ... it which is upon you and 
put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with you, that you may not bear it yourself alo.ne. 11 (16-17). 
When these men were gathered before the tabernacle "Then the 
Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses, and took some 
of the spirit that was upon him and put it upon the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them they prophes-
ied� 11 ( 25) o 

As :Lf to emphasize to the people that the ordination 'i .
<
• 

of the seventy was by the Lord and not by Moses, the same 
chapter tells of two of the chosen elders, Eldad and Medad, 
who were detained 5.� the camp for some reason ti.nd had not 
g2.thered to the t.a�:>ernB rJle o The spil .. it rested 0:,1. them also 
and they p:-ophe sied in the camp. ( 2G-30). 

The two principle ministerial offices in the Old Testa­
ment were, of course, that of the priest and the prophet. 
The Levitical priesthood was the gift of God to His people. 
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In Numbers 18 we read that the Lord said to Aaron: "Behold, 
I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the 
people of Israel; they are a gift to you, given to the 
Lord, to do the service of the tent of meeting. And you and 
your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for all 
that concerns the altar and that is within the veil; and 
you shall serve. I GIVE YOUR PRIESHOOD AS A GIFT, and any 
on e else who comes near shall be put to death." (6-7). 

Within the Levitinal priesthood are clearly def ined 
degrees of authority and responsibil ity. To the family of 
Aa:r-on alone was committed the highest responsibility of the 
priesthood. Other Levites, the Lord said, "shall attend you 
(iee� Aaron) and attend to all duties of the tent; but shall 
not come near the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar, 
lest they, and you, die. 11 (Numbers 18:3). 

The seriousness of arrogating to oneself a ministry not 
ordained of God is revealed in the story of Korah's rebel­
lion and his death by God I s judgment. Following that episode 
Aaron's position is put beyond all doubt by the miraculous 
budding of his rod. 

Though blind in so many other ways, Israel of today is 
still sensitive to the divine origin of her ministry. Thus 
Israel is now without a priesthood, and consequently, without 
a sacrifice. Since the destruct ion of the carefully pre­
ser•ved temple recor•ds in A.D. 70, no Jew is new acquainted 
with his ancestral tribe of origin and, therefore, dare not 
assvme LevJ.tical functions or the special Aaronic privil­
egenm Jewish religious leaders of today eschew the word 
11 priest 11 and ar•e kx1own as "Rabb:Ls. 11 

If the priesthood, whose function it was to represent 
tr�.0 p·-:op2.3 before Goel .• was God's gift to the OJ.d 'l'estament 
Chur-·cb." hD�,J illuch mm0 0 W3 should expect the callin.6 and office 
of a pPophei:; to be il:.iti.e.t,c-i El by God, f.''Jr this ministry was 
to roprese�t God to the people � to declare by divine 
autho:�ity: n'I'h1:i.s saith tbe LoPd!, 11 

Witl:;.01Jt labouring tt1,3 po1.11.t, it may be said that,9 where 
full detailEl ar·e given in. the .3eriptures of a prophet I s 
calling 9 the ca:ling of the proprw t r, his prep9.:1:a tion and 
his commissioning were, in every detail, intt5.ated and 
guided by Godo It is intere::;ting to note that the first 
one to be termecl a "prophet 11 :b the Old Testare;_,':mt was 
Abraham - and it was by l"'evo:J.ation to Ab:\.meJech,- ;Abraham 
11 is a p:rophet, 11 God said, "and he will p:i:'ay for you, and 
you shall liveJ 11 (Gen� 20:7). 

The Lo:rd' s appointment of Aaron still provides the 
best detini t :ton of a prophet,. 11 �Che Lord said to Moses, 
See" I make you as God to Pharr.:i.oh; ar:d Aaron your brother 
ohall be yo-:.,u" prophet. You shall S?9ak all that I command 
you; and Aaron yo'.J.:c brother shall t'.:Jll Phare.oh to let the 
people of Israel go out of his la:ndo" (Exodus r;-: 1-2). 

Thus ·i:;he prophet is the spokesman who rep:resents an­
other0 

Of the Old Testament prophets perhaps Isaiah's ex­
perience gives the clearest illustro.tion of the call and 
work of this ministry for both the Old and New Testaments. 
His call is �ecordad in Isaiah, chapter 6, and reveals 
cel'tain clearly defined experiences. Commenting of t his 
chapter, Dro Griffith-Thomas said: 

!!Isaiah had a vision of God ••••• 8e.nd this sight of 
God W8.D at ti.:s f oundati c:n of all he became. The vis ion 
at o.n-:-:o Jed to t�10 re sul'l; in tended by God in giving it; 
convJ .. ctlon of s:L.10 1 Then said L Wee is me l, Fo]'.' I am lostJ 11 

C ornric tiun in ir!:med lately followed by confess ion: "I am a 
man of unclean lip:J_Q and I dwell :tn the midst of a people 
of unelean lips. 11 To confess was to be cleansed -"Then 
flew one o:f the seraphim to me, having in his hand a burn­
ing coal •••• GBehold this has touched you� lips, your guilt 
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is taken away, and your sin forgiven." Then comes the 
call of God, followed immediately by the prophet's response 
a.nd God's commissioning: "Whom shall I send, and who will
go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send me. And He said
Go, and say to this people •••••• " (Isa. 6: 8-9).

As with the call, so with his work, the New Testament 
minister is accurately patterned on the experience of the 
Old Testament prophet. The work of the ministry is indic­
ated in Isaiah 61: 1-3. It might be argued that this passage 
is pu:.t:'3ly Messianic. It was :t.1.:1.joec. cJ __ early fulfilled by the 
per·n0nal testimony of the I,oz,rJ. Je�n.•.s .-- but it is the price-
1.e�rn privilege o:r:: the truly cu:U.ed ;�\;;J.ster th3.i; he continue
thG 8':tllle rninJsl;J:,y,., 'l'he same MarJ]a).1 ·.-ho 3aid of Himself,
flthe 1/)l:'d has 8not.12tec'l Me to b:".':1:ng go0,J. tid:L:-::-,gs to the af­
f:'.JJJtJd ii oom:.-:i.8.D.t�s(\ His disciple a to "S·o into all the world
ai·1d p1eoeach the gospel to the whole creation.." (Mark 16:15).

Now the pattern of worship in the Old Testament called 
for cHverse ft::.nctions and specialists.,, We read of "singers, 11 

a.rid 11 g,'3.tekeeperr-:; J II and the ttNothin:L':n n rendered as ''temple
Sel��:>1 11· .... L-"' 11 1•.,.., ·'L·-·1 10- R s V and 0

.c,
L ll,,..c.,.,-.L.b 0"' 

I! Tl10 r""y,st- '"'C,,.,1° bes . • C...," •• l,_') .i. J. I .l :") 0 e ' • i,:) ,' .L k V C) 0 . � •. ' -- I L.,) _.. 

were c:r :l_gin.?..lJ.y no DO:i:'e than nf:lee.:rietax>tes II or 11 :recoi�ders o 11 

Thus 'Jl'.i'e read. in II So.muel 8: 1'7·� 11 Zadok. H .,.and Ahimelech •••
were p1:>lest;-!; a.>.1d Se1•1ld. ah was secretaPy. '' But in tlme the 
office was wldsnect to d0s0ribe those who not only made copies 
of the law� but we,:-e also concerned in its interpretation., 
We re8.d o:.' Ez:,'"' a that "he was a scribe skilled in the law of 
Moso8. 11 (Ezra 7:6). 

Certain aspects of the Old Testament ministry are now 
irrevelant. The work of the Lev:tti�al priesthood, for instance, 
has been entirely fulfilled in Chri::d;Q God Himself has now 
provic'l.ed "a full, perfect, and suff ic ie:r1.t sacrifice, oblation, 
and saticfaction, for the s:l.ns of the whole world. 11 Similarly, 
that part of a prophet's work which entailed the proclamation 
of further revelation was completed by Christ: In Hebrews 1 
we read: "In many and various ways God spoke of old to 01.1.r 
fathers by the prophets; but in these last days He has spokon tc 
to us by a Son. 11 (Heb.l:1-2). 

In spite of this, the New Testament is wider in scope 
and offers richer servi�e, in keeping with the more satisfying, 
both to God ar.d to man, and richer New Testament worship. 
Thus Paul, writing of the ascended Christ, quotes Psalm 68:18 -

11When He ascended <':>n high He led a host of captives, and hEl 
gave gifts to men." These gifts, Paul writes: "were that some 
should be apostleo, som e prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, for the equipment of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the building up the body of 
Christ.•••. 11 (Ephes. 4:11-12). 

In a similar passage in I Corinthians Paul writes: 
"And God has appointed in the ehurch first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, then 
healers, helpers, administrators, speakers in various 
tongues. 11 ( I Cor. 12: 28). 

It is important to n otice that in both these pas8ages 
Paul compares the chureh to the human body. Christ is the 
Hsa.d� but for the administration of the visible church, the 
mini;try serves as the visible head. In this way, it 
sux•01y can be sa:i.d that the ministry is the vica.r of Christ 
en eaJ'.'th. Paul say,'3: 11 So we a:r.e ambassadors f0r Christ, 
God .c.J.aking His appeal through us� We be seecb. you on behalf 
of Chr:i.st .:, be reconclled to God." (II Co:r•. 5:20). 
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The needs of the body are many and varied - and they 
are physical as well as spiritual. To neglect either is 
detl'imental to the other. 

It cannot be over emphasioed that the New Testament 
ministl"y� like that of the Old Testament, is called, pre­
pared and commissioned by the LordG "Follow Me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men. 11 was a command 
and not an invitation" ThoEe who offered for service as 
d:t:rniples wePe politely discou:'.'aged - r:Foxes ha.ve holes, 
and b:i.rd3 of the e.ir have nests� b1..1.:; t:1.e Son of Man hath 
not where to lay H�s he2.cl." n 11Y-:)u did not choo:'le Me, n he 
said latex' to E:l .1 i::ls-J:'..rleoJ 1 :t,,1t I cr..ose you and appointed 
you t':1at yo'..1. 8'Jou'.Ld go and boo:::.:" :.".'ruit.,,_,.,0 11 (Joim 15:16). 
Of Ss.ul of Ta:i.0 sus Pie Lord s2,L:1; 11 '.::a "to a ch0sen in.strument 
of mine to car�y my n�me before the Gs�tiles and kings 
and the sons of Is1"ael.. 11 (Acts 9:15)4 • 

As the minj_stry is Christ I s gift to the church., it 
is the church :.1:Jo.t benefits thi-•O1...1.gh the service of the 
minlst�y. Nevertheless the Lord also delegates to the 
chu::'.'cb. C8rtatn reeno.nsibilites in coDnection with the 
minioc:y. Mo<?t im-oortD.nt of these :t:1 that the church is 
appo:1.:nt�d the i;'.lst1°t1.rlent :'or gi'-ring effect to the mj_nist­
erial C8.ll., The Holy Sp:'..::0 it said to the Church at Ant­
ioeo.� :;set 8.p>;,f;,t: .fm:i t-�e Ba.r:.1abas and Saul for the work to 
whic�-::. I havo call0d them. 1 Thon af-ca:::' fasting and praying 
thc,y 'la:ld t:Cl.e ir he.nds on them an,1 S8l:.t them off� 11 But 
the :•eeord immediately goes on - 11 So, being sent out by 
ti-,e Ho-i y �---- � r··'.... 11 (Ac .:- s 1 "'· 2-4 J'

L- .J_ u
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Fu:r.•·i�her, the church's role in establishing the real­
ity of a 0all to the rni·.1Lstry has i.ncreased cc::-1siderably 
since apostcl:'L.3 times,. A me:::i may 3ay he is ninvardly 
m:)ved by the Holy Gho2:; to talrn u.pon him ttis office and 
mlnistration n but the church must also hear the voice 
of th.e Holy 0p::c.:r1 it sayi::,2;.. 11 Se:pa:.>ate u.nto Me tt.:1.s man� 11 

The ch1xi."•c-h hears this ve:lce b7 a careful examination of 
the C8.ndic5.at:e I s qualifica�-ions - physical, mental and 
spir:ttual, and by evaluating the man's spiritual service 
in ths church. It is the church's task to provide the 
course of preparation to which it will submit the cand­
idate� Then, finally, before the laying en of hands, a 
last appeal i8 r1ade to the church, by the reading of a 
11 si quis 11 notice, to decl8.re any possible hindrance which 
might indicate that the voice of the Holy Spirit is saying 
nNo� 11 The chu:>ch. 1 s increasing responsibility was antici­
pated by Paul 1 s injuction to Timothy,� "Do not be hasty in 
the layi:ag on of hands." ( I Tim. 5: 22). 

Not only is the call and commission to the ministry 
initiated and effected by God, but the whole of a man's 
subseq_uei1t mi;.1.istx•y is under His control. He dotermines 
the p19.oe of hi8 service. 11An angel of the Lo:;."' d said to 
Philip, Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (Acts 8:26). Following 
Peter 1 s vision at Joppa "the Spirit said to him, Behold, 
tb.ree m6!1 a1�e loot-lng fm" you; Rise and go dow�1, and 2.ccom­
p1x'iy tb_e:n witl:.o'-lt '..-::.es.:ttation; for I have sent t:10m,, 11 
(Acts 10:19=80)s 

Sometimes t;_1e les.dlng was infer·red by :;he closing of 
dc,or5 0 We :read of Ps.:Jl, Silas and 'J'�c:-11.ott.y being 11forbidden
by tr.:.0 Holy Spirit to speak tb.e Wore. in Asia. 11 Then, when
11 they attempted to go into Bithynia ·che Spirit of Jesus did 
not allow them .. " (Acts 16:6-7). 
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The ministry is held in the power, the wisdom and 
direction of Christ. "The love of Chr•ist controls us, 11 

says Paul (II Coro5:14). And the love of Christ provides 
a variety of ministrations to fit the varied needs of the 
church � apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach­
ers, workers of miracles, healer3, helpers, administrat­
ors, spealrnrs in various kinds of tongues. Those who have 
seen films of Dr. Graham's c·pusades in foreign countries 
will testify to the extrao�Cinary skill required of those 
who can speak in various kinds of tonguest These various 
types of rnJ.nistraticns are :':':lo-� ·:.1 '.Je thought of as sep­
arate, mutually exJlusive 1 2p0�ialio0d callings. Most 
mlnis·'.�ers will r-3c:.os�1.:'L2e, h,.�:nL:./ .., 1that God has endowed 
tt1e I11 '{,.Ji th g if't r; 7-�1;/�� �:: "h;" Jl:�1a t:: ·J"'?O :rJ 

E Ct.r .. s c:, (:'; i::-v· j_ CG }.y-.4. q.l'.. it. e a
number of the�e fi0ldso Any aµpraiaai of ths life of 
Pm:l.l the Apost:ti\. 1.-:f;,:;1,:�d surely ;::hmlf th':'t at E.c,:1e time or 
other he exercise,l ev-?r·y facet of r:1:lnj 3terial experience. 
On the othe:e hand L1 :i..ke. 1 s service would have been confined 
chiefly to the fields of evangeli8rn, teaching and healing. 
In addition tc being an apostle, PeteJ.� was a prophet, an 
evangelist, a pa��or and teac�er J a worker of miracles. 
Jor111 1 s c.hief con·::rlbution lay in tea:.,b5ng and shepherding, 
but wn::.1 by no me2x.,:i cc:nfined to theE9 :fielc-;s of service. 
IL Act� 6 we rea� of the ap�ointme.nt cf the seven 
"diakonoi ll :for ser 1,i-]e as adrr1:1..n:1 s L:.0 9.t m:s. Tt1e :::mcce s s of 
their administrative �erk is not even recordedo It is 
possible, of nourse, that the initial practice of the 
cb:c.:r'ch of s:�,ar:i.r::.2; �::Lt. th5_ngs in cor11mor1 was shortly aband­
oneu3 So !, w:l.thin weeks, or a f.-=:;w m':?::.ths at the most, we 
read -�" ... "'{•,--,,. \.-c,".'7 11 ft11 1 0 -"1 O'r'aoe a·"'� I•C'•f'"C-. ll ,.:to-'i-r 7 11 g""eat ,/ .l . ....,_L �L•Q})!.l......, ..::. .• �- "' -'- �. c·· ' C .'1.,.1.U • )v, ,..,.: , u ..L--,J • .lo ·.t 

won.dA2'S an(i 0 ig:c.s amo:--;.g t/10 pe op1e .� " anc1 teachir.1.g with 
such ·(,,r:Lodum and pow2I' the.t his d:1.:-:.put.an�::;s we:;.""e confound­
ed (Acts 6:8-10)� We rea� of P�illp proclaiming Christ 
with great power in Samaria and performing niracles 
(Acts 8:4=8) l) to be fo1Jowed ;)'f his :;::,erson.1.l work with 
the Ethiopi.2.:r.i eunuch (Act3 8:26-3E). 

From t�1.e se Script1F•al ex8.m.ples and sub sequent exper­
ience it would appear that every ministry has a certain 
core of activity (ii;zr.>'JjJ.::.d wl1:'ich� and :1.n support of which, 
other avenu0s of servlce may be e::;rn:r•cised. This inner 
core is surely evangelism and shefherdingo Each minister 
is fw"J.damentally an evangelist and a pastor. This simply 
means that the primary responsibility of the minigterial 
office is to obey the two great commands of the risen 
Lord: "preach the Gospel" and "feed My sheep and My lambs. 11 

To sum up. The source of the minist ry is Christ, it is 
His gift to the church, it is the instrument of His choice, 
it is empowered and directed by His w:i.:sdom. The work of the 
ministry is to proclaim the e vangel and to guide and tend the 
flock of God� The shpere of the ministry is the world. But 
everything that is said of the ministry applies in some sense 
to the whole church. If the ministry be likened to the 
visible head of the visible church, neither can serve God in 
independence of the other. The head needs fee t and hands as 
surely as the feet and hands need the head. To the extent 
that the church leaves its ministry to discharge alone its 
spiritual responsibilities, then to that extm t the church has 
degenerated into a mere !!service station." 

- K.N.S.




