THE ANGLICAN

fh I and uofficel of H* Ghuch of England In Australia, and the official of the Chuch of Brgland Infomation Tret I te Ctjuftf) g™MailtiarH
reAspEper agn Irocrporeting J g

“a : on'THURSDAY

IS THE IMAGE NARROWED OR
SPIRIT-FILLED?

CHARGE TO PERTH SYNOD

“What image does the Church conjure U>in the minds of
people?” asked the Archbishop of Perth, the Most Reverend George
Appleton, in his Charge to the Synod of the Diocese of Perth on
August 10.

He quoted a Roman Catholic Bishop at the Vatican Council as saying:
“What have we done to God's Church that makes people not want to belong
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THEORY AND PRACTICE

The initial impression which many will quickly
have received of the first Encyclical Letter of Pope
Paul VI, from excerpts so far available in Australia,
is that its studied recognition of the view of the
Curial bureaucracy does not detract from the spirit
of generosity and forward-looking liberalism which
runs through each of its four sections. Thus, the
phrasing which His Holiness employs to mention his
distress that the claim of the Papacy to primacy should
appear in non-Roman eyes a stumbling block to
Christian unity, together with the assertion that there
could be no compromise with the integrity of the
Roman faith in the quest for unity, must B measured
against the call “for greater courage to undertake the
necessary reforms” initiated by the Council under his
illustriou  predecessor. Th rigidity of too-precise
definition is avoided

It is plain to most men that God does not

ik to His children solely through the persons
f members of an innately conservative, Itali
trolled Curial body. The conrse of the very first
of the Ccuncil, with the in pact of tlicologia is am
bishops f om all quarters oi the globe, suggest d that
the Holy Spirit is no more confined by topography
than by hoary custom. It is accordingly unlikely that
anyone will misinterpret the view of His Holiness in
this Encyclical that the reforms of the Council “can-
not concern either the essential conception of the
Church or its basic structure.” Neither that concep-
tion nor that structure has ever been spelled out in
terms so precise and detailed as to remain for ever
immutable.

The reference to communism, in the third sec-
tion of the Encyclical, is significant. The Pope was
led “to condemn the ideological systems which deny
God and oppress the Church — systems which are
often identified with economic, social and political
regimes amongst which atheistic communism is the
chief.” Even here, however, he expressed the hope
that atheistic systems “may one day be able to enter
into a more positive dialogue with the Church”
however much he deplored and lamented present
systems.

Id it I>e that anti-communism, and the anti-
mtellecluallsln on which it is so frequently based,
arise from nothing so positive as Christian faith, but
rather from a deficiency in true belief, within the
Church? The Church. His Holiness says, must “reflect
on herself because of the scientific, technical, social
and philosophical currents in the world” of to-day
It is here that a re-interpretation of the “basic struc-
ture” of the Church, and her “essence”, is needed.

. Snow is right — as who can doubt he
is — ahnut the “two cultures™ which split our civilisa-
tion. the reasons for this dichotomy and the catas-
trophe which its continuance will entail, then
organised Christendom escape all responsibility for
this condition? Have we no high moral responsibility
to examine it, and to try to avert the catastrophe?
Have we, as Christians, unlike the Venetians, the will
to break the pattern into_which our culture has
crystallised? For in Snow’s words, “people in the
|nduslr|a|lsed countries are getting richer, and those

the non-industrialised countries are at best stand-
|ng still: so that the gap . . . widens every day”
Worse: the majority of mankind, in Africa and Asia
ami South America, and even among the submerged
sixth of the population of the U.S., are experiencing
to-day the fate of eighteenth-century French villages
where, “in the dry hut appallingly eloguent language
of statistics the median age of marriage was
higher than the median age of death,” and “lhe
greater part of entire communities died of starvation.”

well-fed, well-clothed Christians like us
Anglicans in Australia can afford the luxury of pre-
ferring death to abandonment of our faith. “Once
the trick of getting rich is known, as it now is, the
world can't survive half rich and half poor. It's just
not on,” in Snow’s words. It took the United States
a hundred years to do what the Russians did in forty,
the Chinese are doing in twenty. This technological
pace keeps accelsvallng He who teaches the trick to
the poor captures the poor. Does the starving woman,
her children listless through malnutrition and
weakened with disease, give a rap whence food and
medicine come? From Communism or the West? Or
what motive lies behind that help?

Here lies the problem. Snow almost despairs of
our capacity to see and to act in time. There is no
such doubt in the Soviet Union. As each day passes,
communism is more the hope of the hungry. It need
not be thus. It should not be so. But it will remain
so while we speak and act negatively against com-
munism instead of positively and creatively for food
and health for the world’s hungry. The Church alone,
in the West, by regarding her scientific and tech-
nological environment, has the force to detonate the
explosion of practical conscience which might save us
all. Let us remember: History is merciless to failure.
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ON RACIAL
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THE BIBLE
STUDENT
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Anniversary Edition
REVISED STANDARD VERSION BIBLE

Limited stocks are available of this attractively
designed Anniversary Edition, published to mark the
tenth anniversary of the release of the R.S.V. Bible
containing both Old and New Testaments. Available

that_all Methodists
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Helps, gold-stamped and printed in legible type,
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PAGE SIZE: 5V x 7*".
Reduced special price — 19/6d.
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A NEW LOOK FOR
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Ecumenical Press Service
Geneva, August 10
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THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
HOME MISSION SOCIETY
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women and children ® sheets ® pillow cases
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towels <
SHOPS™.
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The N.S.W. Govt.
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Parish Nursing
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Railways will accept

goods for rail at b “A” Class rates if consigned to

“LADIES’” HOME MISSION UNION,
OPPORTUNITY SHOPS,
SYDENHAM RAILWAY STATION”.

dmotts'"’™ Biscuits

i Substitute for Quality.
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SERVICE HELD FOR PERTH M.P.s
From Our Own Correspondent
Perth, August 10
The recent postal strike in Britain indirectly affected the service for
Members uf Parliament held last week in S. George’s Cathedral, Perth.
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RACE RIOTS
Ecumenical Press Service
Geneva, August 10

Melbourne, August 10
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best value for money!

Any Rem that bears it has been tested by a committee of David Jones’ experts,
who have questioned, probed and checked every detail of warp, weft, colour-
fastness, seam strength, construction detail every last thing that mekes for
quality. You will find the DJ 100 label on mens clothing, basic fashions,
household  appliances, house linens and children's wear. You will find it at
all D.J's Stores. Look for it, get to know it, depend on it. It carries the David Jones’
famous  unconditional  guarantee— satisfaction or your money back in full/
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