
a God-fearing, God-honouring 
comm.unity. 

We should all pray for 
rain. . We have a duty to d 
this, for we all need this 
rain, and especially our 
brothers in the country, God 
is the source of this blessirg, 
and our prayers are an acknow­
ledgement that this is so. 
But at the same time let us 
remember that we have a more 
fundamental need, namely the 
change of heart so as to make 
God central in our thoughts 
and lives, just as He is in 
fact central in the control of 
the universe. This is 
Australia's need, just as it 
is the need of each of . us 
individually. So as we ask 
for rain, ask also for this 
gift of repentance, for God i 
the supplior of this girt, 
just as He is o~ eve ry · other 
gift and blessing. 

20 June 1965 
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As you know parts of 
Australia at present are in 
the grip of a bad drought Vvhi.ch 
is particularly severe in New 
South Wales. Many of our 
fellow citizens are suffering 
hardship, livestock is perish­
ing, and if rain does not come 
soon the situation will become 
disastrous for many. All of 
us are involved as the economy 
of the whole state wj]J_ receive 
a setback. 

This painfUl and anxious 
time is a reminder that even 
the most advanced civilization 
and elaborate social structure 
is dependent upon the basic 
reliability of the seasons. 
There is no substitute for the 
rain and fertility of the ro:D., 
nor for the growth of grass{ 
and food crops , 

In anxious times like 
the present it is natural to 
turn to prayer because the 
Creator is the controller. As 
Jeremiah wrote in a time of 
severe drought 11 Are there any 
among tho idols of the heathen 

the mrucing shallow of the idea 
of whnt sin is and of what 
confession is . If sin is con­
fined to the sort of t nings a 
~enitent can list in a con­
_·ession to a pri est, we over­
look tho ongoing need to con­
fess and repent of the more 
fundamental sin of pushing God 
out from the centre and on 
to the edge of life. 

Wha t J eremiah is speaking 
of and what we need is the 
r adical confession that we hme 
not loved and do not love God 
with nll our heo.r ts and all 
our minds nnd tho. t wo a·ro 
constantly involved in this 
sin from which ~11 other sins 
spring . And with this con­
fession must go t ho r esolution 
that wo will turn b~ck to God, 
"'lri.ke Him cen t:rnl in our think­
~ng 5 hope steadily in His 
promises and in particular 
trust Him for forgiveness and 
for so.lvntion. If wo do this 
we may be assured thn t we Yvill 
receive once again the bless­
ing of fruitfUl seasons and 
with them the greo.ter blessing 
of a healthy community because 

\ 
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Thou hast ·mnde all these 
things". Vii th J eremiob. we 
should confe·ss our ovm sins 
c-..nd the sins of our fellow 
countrymen. In praying for 
rnin, pro..y first of all for o. 
change of hoo..rt acknowledging 
tho..t we have not kept the 
first commo..ndmont, to love God 
with oll our hocixt o.nd mind 
ond strength. This sort of 
confession cG.n only be made 
between our ovm souls and God 
Himself. One of the object­
ions to the doctrine thnt nll 
confession must be made to n 
priest is that this makes con­
fession a shallow thing, 
confining it to confessing this 
notion or that notion. Of 
course the requirement that 
all sin.must be confessed to a 
priest before it cnn be for­
given has no basis in the 
Bible, ond the practice wenken 
our fellowship with God by 
introducing a compulsory human 
mediator between ourselves and 
our Heavenly Father, and these 
are very serious objections. 
But I am not now speaking . of 
these aspects but only of an 
important side effect, namely 

that can cause rain, or can 
the heavens give showers? Are 
you not He 0 Lord our God? 
And therefore will we pray to 
you for you have made all 
~hings" (chapter l~ verse 22). 
There are some Christians who 
feel a reluctance to pray for 
such things as rain although 
we need it so bo..dly, because, 
so they argue 9 ro.in is brought 
about by the meteorological 
laws of the atmosphere. Of 
course this is true, but God 
is the author nnd controller 
of all things including the 
meteorological laws and He 
works through them. When He 
sends rain it will not ·be 
contrary to these 12.ws, but by 
means of them. But Scripture 
enjoins us to bring our needs 
to God ns He is well able to 
supply them 9 and since we need 
ro.in we should acknowledge Him 
as the sovereign controller of 
His universe L1rld call upon Him 

enrnestly for our need. 
Jesus' teo.ching could not be 
clearer in the sermon on the 
mount (Mt. 5: 45) a your heavF>nly 
F·ather sends r2in11 • 
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We o..re to think. of God as 
complete]y in control of every­
thing tho..t tokes place. He is 
the sovereign Lord. There is 
nothing therefore thnt enters 
our lives by nccident. Lu~' 
is only things ns seen frd. 
our point of view. It does 
not exist in r eality. All 
things nre under the control 
of our Heavenly Father, even 
the minutest of detnils. So 
St. Paul told his henrers in 
Acts 14:17 that it is God who 
controls the seasons mo.king 
them normally so bountiful as 
to fill our heo..rts wifu joy and 
gladness. For God who is a 
sovereign God is also a loving 
God and crowns us with bless­
ings. Why then does He allow 
the present drought? · From tho 
Bible we will find that 
droughts o..ro permitted by the 
sovereign control of God f y 
the purpose of bringing ~ 
nation to its senses. There 
is a famous passage in Isaiah 
5 where God describes the 
nation of Isr~el as His vine­
yard, but it is a rebellious 
God-ignoring nc. tion, nnd so 
the poem warns "I will also 

all other defence will be in 
vain in the end. Thus the 
drought not only r eminds us 
of our need to pray to God as 
the source of our blessings, 

- but more fundrunento.lly the 
need of repentonce. It is . 
n ot in our nCl. tion ' s in ·~ ores ts 
thnt the drought should be . 
relieved till it hns done its 
work of turning our thoughts '. 
back t o God. All of us need · 
t o repent of our nttitude o.nd . 
t o mrke God and Jesus Christ 
central in our attitude and 
in our life. 

In Jeremiah 14:1, we 
read "The word of the tord 
that crone to Jeremiah ooncern­
ing the drought" nnd in verse 
20 the prophet concludes "vVe 
c..cknowledge 0 Lord our wicled­
ness nnd the iniquity of our 

( fathers, f or we ho.ve sinned 
'ago.inst Thee. Do not nbhor 
us f or Thy Ne.mets sake ••.• 
Are there nI!long the idols of 
the heathen th~t . co.n cause 
re.in? Or can the henvens 
give showers? Art not Thou 
He 0 Lord our God? Therefore 
we will wnit upon Thee for 

.. ! 



tisement. For consider the 
facts, tho Australian nation 
is in a most precarious posit­
ion o.t present . Our s oldiers 
are fighting in two differe 
local wars in Malaysia and 
Vietnr'..m, yot we ourselves are 
so inadequately defended, and 
our nearest friendly nations 
who could come t o our aid are 
thousonds of miles nway. I do 
n ot suggest that we had any 
real nltern~tivo but t o join 
in these local wars, but we 
don't make nonrby m::.tions more 
friendly by fighting them! but 
the fact that the seriousness 
of our situation has not 
aff ectod our way of life one 
iota shows how extraordinarily 
blind we Austrc.lians are t o 
our ovm situation. This 
drought has been allowed t n 
overtake us in order to bri{ 
us to our senses so that we 
might not be comple tely 
swallowed up. The honouring 
of God is tho basic principle 
in n~.ti onol. wholeness, and 
unless we turn back t o HiB in 
our thoughts and give . Him 
thcnks f or our blessings and 
seek His will for our live~ 

~ 

corn,umd the clouds thr~t t :t..c ;: 
rain no rnin upon · ny vine­
yard l! • 

Yuu will r 01:10nber that 
this also was tho obj ect of 
the dn .. ught in the dews of 
Elijah when for 3t yec rs 
no rnin fell and Elijah t old 

. King Ahab in I Kings 18 that 
the rea son for the drought 
wns that the children of 
Israel had turned their back 
on God's conm::mdnents. Or 
ago.in in Jer. 14 we read the 
sone me ssage . After all, 
whtlt are the neon s by which 
God can bring a nation whon 
He l ov e s t o their senses when 
they are turning their back 
on Him, when they ure gaily 
going their own self-willed 
way? Very often only a 
catastrophe will bring them 
t o their senses and w:i...'lte thea 
reflect on what they rea lly 
believe . And so we find fron 
the Scriptures th['.t God often 
uses nn turo.l calru:mties such 
as wc.r or.plogue or pestilence 
or faI1ine · or dr ought for the 
purpose of brinc ing about 
national repent~Lce, in 
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the srunc wny a s a father nay 
need to use punishment and 
cho..stiseriient with o. wayv10.rd 
child. 

But both in the case ~ 
the child o.nd the nation whn.v 
we need is a recognition of 
the rod, end Who has nppointed 
it. Now if we reflect on our 
own c ountry and on ourselves 
as mmnber s of it can we doubt 
thnt we no od the chastisement 
of God. If God is sovereign, 
as He is, He is n ot indifferent 
to the fact that we as a 
nation are God-forgetful, and 
thus are hastening headlong t o 
catastrophe. We have received 
from tho past very great blass­
ings with rego.rd to the know­
ledge of God and very grea t 
ma terial blessings, yet 
instead of being thankful t o 
the divine author as a nati 
we are noro and more God­
ignoring. Let me give you 
just one or two indica tions of 
tbis failure to honour God as 
n nation. Firstly, there is 
the constantly growing dis­
regard of the Lord's day, and 
the turning of it simply into 

a day f or our own enj oyment. 
This shows the state of our 
heart. Al th'.Jugh in the Lord's 
prayer we all pray "Hc.llowod 
be Thy N:-une" we regard ns a 
thing of slight importnnce the 
honouring of God by honouring 
His day. Or again, consider 
the constant rise in the .T:Di.m.t 
of gm:ibling. No nnti on that 
honoured God would be so care­
less in its use of monoy as t o 
gmnble it S (J w.:m tonly. 

These things are signs, 
straws in the winds of our 
na tiono...l cC'.. tti tude, o..nd the 
r oo t problem is t he problem of 
the her.rt - the Gci d-for getful­
ness of our c ommunity which 
simply reflects the God­
f or getfulness of the individ­
uals thn t ri1Cl.k:e up the commun­
ity; Dnd when God is i gnored, 
self and selfishness tCl.k:e the 
centre of the st~g e. There is 
no doubt tha t we as a nation 
need to be brought t o our 
senses nnd nnything t hnt will 
n.chieve this is n.n act nnd 
sign of God's Gracious concern 
f or our welfnre 9 even though 
it nay involve painful chas-
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the S['l!le wo..y as a fnther nay 
need to use punish!!lent and 
cho..stiseraent with o. wayv1o:rd 
child. 

But both in the cnse q 
the child ruid the nation whn.u 
we ncod is a recognition of 
the rod, c.nd Who has nppointed 
it. Now if we reflect on our 
own country and on ourselves 
o.s members of it co..n we doubt 
tho..t we nood the chastisement 
of God. If God is sovereign, 
as He is, He is not indifferent 
to the fact that we as a 
nation are God-forgetful, o.nd 
thus nre hastening headlong to 
catastrophe. We have received 
from tho past very great bl.Ess­
ings with rego.rd to the know­
ledge of God o.nd very gren.t 
material blessings, yet 
instead of boing thnnkful to 
the divine author as a nati 
we are nor o o..nd more God­
ignoring. Let me give you 
just one or two indications of 
this failure to honour God as 
a nation. Firstly, there is 
the constantly growing dis­
regard of the Lord's day, and 
the turning of it simply into 

a day for our own enjoyment. 
This shows the state of our 
heart. Al th~)ugh in the Lord' s 
prayer we all pray "Hc..llowod 
be Thy N:-une" we regard ns a 
thing of slight importmice the 
honouring of God by honouring 
His day. Or ngain, consider 
the constant rise in the orrrnm.t 
of gDDbling. No nation that 
honoured God would be so care­
less in its use of monoy as t o 
gonble it S (> wantonly. 

These things arc signs, 
strc..ws in the wind~ of our 
nnticmrrl ntti tude, ond the 
root problem is the problem of 
the hec.rt - the Ge-id-forgetful­
ness of our comnunity which 
simply reflects the God­
forgetfulness of the individ­
uals that r,1c..ke up the commun­
ity; ond when God is ignored, 
self and selfishness tc..ke the 
centre of the st~ge. There is 
no doubt tha t we as a nation 
need to be brought to our 
senses o..nd n.nything tho..t wj.11 
n.chieve this is an act and 
sign of God's Gro..cious concern 
for our welfnre, oven though 
it rrn.y involve painful chas-



tisement. For cons.id er the 
fncts, the Australian nation 
is in a most precarious posit­
ion nt present. Our soldiers 
nre fighting in two differe 
locnl wars in Malaysia and 
Vietil.t.':'lil, yot we ourselves nre 
so inadequately defended, and 
our nearest friendly nations 
who could come to our aid are 
thous8J:1.ds of miles away. I do 
n ot suggest tha t we had -any 
real alternntivo but to join 
in these local wars, but we 
don't make nonrby nations more 
friendly by fighting them! but 
the fact that the seriousness 
of our situation has not 
affected our way of life one 
iota shows how extraordinarily 
blind we Australians are to 
our own situation. This 
drought hns been allowed tn 
overtake us in order to bri 
us to our senses so that we 
might not be completely 
swallowed up. The honouring 
of God is tho bnsic principle 
in n c>. tionaJ. wholeness, and 
unless we turn back to Him in 
our thoughts and give . Him 
then.ks for our blessings and 
seek His will for our live~ 

l• 

corn,10nd the clouds thLt t t..:- ;: 
rain no rain upon · ny vine­
yord n • 

Yuu will r o1:wnber that 
this also was tho object of 

· the drc..· ught in the do.ys of 
Elijah when for 3t yec.rs 
no rn:in fell and Elijah told 

. King Ahab in I Kings 18 that 
the reason for the drought 
was that the children of 
Israel had turned their back 
on God's com1andnents. Or 
again in Jer. 14 we read the 
sOr:J.e message. After all, 
wbn.t are the means by which 
God can-bring n nation whom 
He l oves to their senses when 
they are turning their back 
on Him, when they are gaily 
going their own self-willed 
way? Very often only a 
catastrophe will bring them 
to their senses and nn..1.te then 
reflect on what they really 
believe . And so we find from 
the Scripture s that God often 
uses nn tural cc.lru:mties ruch 
as war or.plogue or pestiJ.ence 
or famine · or drought for the 
purpose of brinc ing about 
national repent~1ce, in 
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We o..re to think. of God as 
complete]y in control of every­
thing thc..t tokes place. He is 
the sovereign Lord. There is 
nothing therefore thnt enters 
our lives by nccident. Lu~' 
is only things as seen fr d. 
our point of view. It does 
not exist in r eality. All 
things are under the control 
of our Henvonly Father, even 
the minutest of details. So 
St. Pnul told his hearers in 
Acts 14:17 that it is God who 
controls the seasons mo.king 
them normally so bountiful as 
to fill our hearts with joy and 
gladness. For God who is a 
sovereign God is also a loving 
God and crowns us with bless­
ings. Why then does He allow 
the present drought? · From the 
Bible we will find that 
droughts o..ro permitted by the 
sovereign control of God f X 
the purpose of bringing ~ 
nation to its senses. There 
is a famous passage in Isaiah 
5 where God describes the 
nation of Israel as His vine­
yard, but it is a rebellious 
God-ignoring n2. tion, raid so 
the poem warns "I will also 

all other defence will be in 
vain in the end. Thus the 
drought not only reminds us 
of our need to prny to God as 
the source of our blessings, 

- but more fundmnentally the 
need of repentcnce. It is . 
n ot in our nci tion 1 s in ·~ or es ts 
thnt the drought should be . 
relieved till it has done its 
work of turning our thoughts '. 
back t o God. All of us need · 
t o repent of our nttitude and · 
t o mr.ke God and Jesus Christ 
central in our o.ttitude and 
in our life. 

In J ereminh 14.: 1, we 
read "The word of the tord 
that crone to Jeremiah ooncern­
ing the drought" and in verse 
20 the prophet concludes "vVe 
c..cknowledge 0 Lord our wicled­
ness nnd the iniquity of our 
fathers, f or wo have sinned 

'against Thee. Do not o..bho:r' 
us f or Thy Ne.mets sake ••.• 
Are there a!!long the idols of 
the heathen thc..t . cnn cause 
rc..in? Or can the henvens 
give showers? Art not Thou 
He 0 Lord our God? Therefore 
we will wait upon Theo for 

.. ! 
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Thou hQ,st made all these 
things". With J eremiob. we 
should confc·ss our ovm sins 
E'..nd the sins of our fellow 
countrymen. In praying for 
rain, pray first of all for a 
change of henrt ncknowledging 
that we have not kept the 
first commnndment, to love God 
with oll our henrt nnd mind 
ond strength. This sort of 
confession can only be made 
between our ovm souls and God 
Himself. One of the object­
ions to the doctrine thnt all 
confession must be made to n 
priest is that this makes con­
fession a sh~llow thing, 
confining it to confessing this 
notion or that notion. Of 
course the requirement that 
all sin .must be confessed to a 
priest before it ccrn. be for­
given has no basis in the 
Bible, nnd the practice wenken 
our fellowship with God by 
introducing a compulsory human 
mediator between ourselves and 
our Heavenly Father, and these 
are very serious objections. 
But I am not now speaking . of 
these aspects but only of an 
important side effect, namely 

that can cause rain, or can 
the heavens give shovrnrs? .Are 
you not He 0 Lord our God? 
And therefore will we pray to 
you for you have made all 
~hings" (chapter l~ verse 22). 
There are some Christians who 
feel a reluctance to pray for 
such things as rnin although 
we need it so badly, because, 
so they argue 9 rain is brought 
about by the meteorological 
laws of the atmosphere. Of 
course this is true, but God 
is the author nnd controller 
of all things including the 
meteorological laws and He 
works through them. When He 
sends rain it will not be 
contrary to these 12.ws, but by 
means of them. But Scripture 
enjoins us to bring our needs 
to God ns He is well able to 
supply them, nnd since we need 
rnin we should acknowledge Him 
as the sovereign controller of 
His universe and call upon Him 

enrncstly for our need. 
Jesus' teo.ching could not be 
clearer in the sermon on the 
mount (Mt. 5: 45) 11 You:r heavF-nly 
F·nther sends r2in". 



As you know parts of 
Australia at present are in 
the grip of a bad drought vm:Lch 
is particularly severe in New 
South Wales. Many of our 
fellow citizens are suffering 
hardship, livestock is perish­
ing, and if rain does not come 
soon the situation will become 
disastrous for many. All of 
us are involved as the economy 
of the whole state w:Dl receive 
a setback. 

This painfUl and anxious 
time is a reminder that even 
the most advanced civilization 
and elaborate social structure 
is dependent upon the basic 
reliability of the seasons. 
There is no substitute for the 
rain and fertility of the roil, 
nor for the growth of grass ( 
and food crops , 

In anxious times like 
the present it is natural to 
turn to prayer because the 
Creator is the controller. As 
Jeremiah wrote in a time of 
severe drought 11 Are there any 
among tho idols of the heathen 

the mrucing shallow of the idea 
of what sin is and of what 
confession is. If sin is con­
fined to the sort of tbings a 
~enitent can list in a con­
_·ession to a priest, we over­
look tho ongoing need to con­
fess and repent of the more 
fundamental sin of pushing God 
out from the centre and on 
to the edge of life. 

What Jereminh is speaking 
of and what we neod is the 
radical confession that we haw 
not loved and do not love God 
with nll our heo..r ts and all 
our minds ·nnd that wo are 
constnntly involved in this 
sin from which all other sins 
spring. And with this con­
fession must go tho resolution 
that wo will turn bnck to God, 
"1<1.ke Him cen t:ral in our think­
~ng 5 hope steadily in His 
promises and in particular 
trust Him for forgiveness and 
for snlvation. If wo do this 
we may be assured thn t we vdll 
receive once again the bless­
ing of fruitfUl seasons and 
with them the greater bl es sing 
of a healthy commU:rJ.ity because 
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a God-fearing, God-honouring 
comm.unity. 

We should all pray for 
rain. . We have a duty to d 
this, for we all need this 
rain, and especially our 
brothers in the country, God 
is the source of this bless:irg, 
and our prayers are an acknow­
ledgement that this is so. 
But at the same time let us 
remember that we have a more 
fundamental need, namely the 
change of heart so as to make 
God central in our thoughts 
and lives, just as He is in 
fact central in th e control of 
the universe. This is 
Australia's need, just as it 
is the need of each of us 
individually. So as we ask 
for rain, ask also for this 
gift of repentance, for God i 
the supplier of this gift, 
just as He is o~ every · other 
gift and blessing. 

20 June 1 965 
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