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** OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

by John Gelding



THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

From the dawn of history man has always made agreements,
covenants, or promises. There are really two kinds of promises.
There is the conditional promise where everything depends on an
tifr, 'If you are a nice boy I will buy you an ice cream'. Then
there is an unconditional promise where there are no 'ifs' but a
straight-out promise made by one party to another. In the Marriage
Rite, for example, you take your man 'for better, for worse, for
richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health.,' The man makes
the same promise as the woman does, on the grounds of their love
for each other.

God's promises are very much like the unconditional one.
There is not one single thing we have to do for our salvation.
All is of God, We only have to accept with thanksgiving. He
_also promises, out of His abundant riches, to give us a measure of
His unlimited and unending resources. Jesus promised in John 16:7
that a new era was about to be ushered in which would be the way
God would abundantly pour out His Spirit in a way unknown ever
before. The Son of God promises, 'If I depart I w111 send Him
unto you.'

 In an earlier statement Jesus gave a hint of what would
take place in the new dispensation. In John 7:38-39 He said He
would give living water which can quench the thirst of the soul.
' He made this assertion during the Feast of Tabernacles which was
rather significant because the Feast commemorated the journey of
the Israelites through the wilderness under the leadership of
Moses. You ‘will remember how God provided water for their parched
throats and lives. And now, over a thousand years later, they
remembered with thanksgiving what God had done. On the last day
the priest took a jug of water and poured it over the altar and
offered it to God.

Jesus takes this symbolism one step further. It is true,
water is necessary for life. But there was something far more
important. Man's deepest needs needed to be fulfilled and
satisfied. The soul of man, that part of him which distinguishes
him from all of creation, is restless, empty, dissatisfied, and
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frustrated until God takes Up His presence within it. So ltho
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE INITIATOR OF NEW LIFE:
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i i ou can side track the issue. You can

N;W; ::azzge:tsgitz philosophical and in?ellectual answers%;
clou o th remains: a man must be Dorn again. He.must come
i the‘t?u here he is prepared to admit his sin which Fhe goly
by POSItlog Zn striving to show him and accept Jesus Chrlét into
Spiri?fzas ;his is all bound up with the work of the Spirit as He

i ife. '

E;zteriously deals with our 1lives.

his is nothing new. The prophets.of old looked forward .
t th;Tday when God would bring about the creation of the new ma
tgrough the cperation of the Holy Spirit.

i the prophet saw a vision
e ?th 52??2;? OfTizegist&re ispclearly interpreted as
' bonisi;itual state of the people of Israel. Sin and
b?ing t?e z had cut them off They were, as far as God was
Lt ood as dead. Their life in Babylon was the con-
concerned’faihzir sin and it was a further picture as being com-
;igzzgieagd totally outside the land of God.

But the situation was not as hopeless as we might tz;nk.
iel was ¢ommanded to prophesy over these dry bones, a

E?ekle 1 before his very eyes, the bones rattled and came
i y'i‘he second part of that miracle was when sinsw and
e R upon them. But the third part of the miracle was more
f}es? ?amet pfor God breathed upon them. He sent His Spirit ang
o life. The meaning was clear just as it is clear in
e T W:Sment Men are dead and lifeless until the Spirit of
et e zﬁzsaupon.them. Ezekiel heard God say of the people of
?3332293'1 shall put my Spirit in you and ye shall live' (37:14).

’

Today that happens every time a man or woman comes under
the influence of the Divine Spirit of God.

i St. Paul told Titus concerning the work
'Eézzsnszgrgza:s the initiator of the new life, God saved

o t because of any good works that we ourselves have done,
ool n:e of His own mercy that He saved us through the washing
el Eigiuthe Holy Spirit gives us new birth and new life, For
szwabundantly poured out the Holy Spirit 9n us, through-JEiu:ith
Christ our Saviour, that by His grace we mlght.be madi rlgf i

God and come into possession of the eternal life we hope for.,
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This is a true saying,!' (3:5-8).
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America who was told by some students that the Professor of Bibli-
cal Theology only asked one question at the end of the year and
it was always on the details of the Minor Prophets. In that
year he knew those Minor Prophets back to front and he had an air
of confidence when he walked into the examination room. However,
his countenance soon changed when he read the paper for, this year,
the Professor asked the students to discuss and criticize the life
of Moses. After a little while he began to write the following,
iFar be it from me to criticize the acts of Moses ... BUT IF YOU
WANT A LIST OF THE MINOR PROPHETS, HERE THEY ARE,'

Now many people read their Bible like that young man. We
read and study something like that. We read only what interests
us. We have a quiet time when we feel 1like it or when we are in
the mood. In one of the largest theological Seminaries in
America, 1900 students were asked questions about their devotional
life. 929, said there was no devotional life at all. How can the
Holy Spirit mould and create us like Christ if we know nothing
about the mind of Christ? It is impossible for the Spirit of God
to guide when we do not study the Scriptures.

Long-standing Christians may write a few lines on Moses
but how many could write a detailed account of the work of the Holy
Spirit as He is related to the Christian life? No wonder there is
little guidance! No wonder Christians find it difficult to over-
come the hurdles of life because they know little or nothing of
His activity. Instead they gseek guidance from a friend or a book
or some person engaged in helping others. It is not that it is
wrong to do this, but seldom do we search the Scriptures to find
the will of God.

But please do not misunderstand me. God does guide us in
most extraordinary ways. C.S. Lewis tells of a strong impulse he
once had to go to a particular barber one day and he found a
stranger prepared to talk about his spiritual life. This was no
hunch or coincidence, Rather, the Holy Spirit is the source, the
matrix, from which these things come.

Give your life completely to God Who will give you new life
and, having put you on the road to eternal life, will give you
the guidance you need to reach your destiny. 'If I go away I
will send Him unto you', sald Jesus, 'And when He comes He will
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guide you into all truth.:'
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE INITIATOR OF OUR SANCTIFICATION: X

In one sense, a Christian can never be content with the
life he lives., Before conversion a man has not the faintest
idea how far short he falls of God's standards. After con-
version, he sees his life in a new perspective, He sees his
sins and he'kn0ws these grieve God. He is awaré of his hypOCrisy’
his Pharisaism, his defilement of flesh and body, and his half-
heartedness. Very often there is deliberate sin.

PR N 3

It is at this point God the Holy Spirit is active again.
His work is to remove man's biasg towards evil. John the BaptiSt
said of Christ and the Holy Spirit, 'I baptize you with water for
repentance... but He who ig coming after me is mightier than I «-°

He shall baptize you with the Holy gpi i i i !
(Matthew 3:11). Y Spirit and with fire.

What a promise!  John the Baptigt readily admitted his

rite was a baptism of cleansin i i ae
g, a cleansi i lized t
removal of sin after confessio ’ o annon SVEE 1t does

. n. But that is not enough.
not deal with the sin principle e

mbedded i atures:
Therefore, John looked forward wh B iR dopravel e

en there wou eater bap~
tism with the 'Holy Ghost and with fipes 1d be a gr

statedT?:kzozzza?t ?ere between water, Spirit, and fire might be
8: 'water only touches the surface, and, though
purifyingr has no permanent result. In contrast éo this is the
Spirit which, wherever He works, reaches the h t d there !
produces 1life; and fire, which, taking holg Fas a? t. either )
melts or entirely destroys it,'(Levertoff) o Sbatopirel:

<

Here is the thought of 1
fying the human heart, the Holy Spirit sanctifying and pur

. By santification we me act of the
zgiz igi:;ﬁ zziiﬁiﬁurgis Or purifies or makeg u:nhzgsf The pic~
il éhaff € tire speaks of the dross removed from the

’ removed from wheat, 1 once saw a sugar-cane field'

e leaves, rubbigh, plant 1ife

been present, were completely destroyeds
autiful fieiq of sugar-cane, Even the
happens to our lives when the gpirit 18
Our lives and produces righteousness:

and all that stood was a be
snakes fled., That is what
allowed to work, He purges
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You might ask how is this possible? How can I know the cleansing
and the purifying work of the Holy Spirit so that I might be a
better and honourable vessel? Sanctification requires the daily
dying to self, and that means we will need to humble ourselves
under the mighty hand of God. This is where the Christian life
is going to cost you something. Humility does not come easily.
It is not something you are told to pray for in Scripture. You
do it yourself in order that the Spirit might have the pre-
eminence in your vessel. But so many hang on to the old way of
life, the sins we love and cherish.

pid you hear about the Texan who arrived in.heaven? The
story goes that the angel assigned to him asked hl? if he had
tyep', he replied, 'I have always liked choir
'An unusual request!, commented
Anything else?'

any requests.
music. Get me 10,000 sopranos.f
the angel, 'but you shall certainly have them.
'Yep, 10,000 altos'. The angel promised them, '‘And 10,000
tenors', added the Texan, tand that'll be all.' "Well -er -

what about the basses?' 'Ooh', explained the Texan, 'I'll sing
basgs!,

Now it may be that attitude of mind and h?art is character-
istic of many Christians. They want the blessings of God and the
promise of the Holy Spirit, but they want to play it solo. Where
the ego reigns supreme and where there is no humility there can
be no effective work of the Spirit.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE INITIATOR OF EVANGELISM:

Here is another great promise associated with the Holy
Spirit. Prior to Christ's great missionary commission, He said,
'‘And behold I send unto you the promise of My Father upon youj;
but stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on
high,' (Luke 24:49). In Acts 1:8, He stated it again in a new
freshness that made those disciples eager and anxious for the
promige: 'But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judaea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.,’

Today there is a 1ot of talk about missions to a lost world,
a world apart from Christ. But history bears witness that
there has always been a minority within the Christian Church that
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has been interested in this aspect of Christ's commission. And
why? 1Is it not true that theologians and others have been so
taken up with the historical Christ that they have missed His
living power available today? Historians have reminded us we are
faced today with institutionalism. Christ is a figure of the
historic past, the initiator of a great religious movement, and

there He remains. We could well do without Him. The Church would

continue to exist!!! And, at the other end of the scale, men are

caught up in individualism where what is more important is a daily

experience of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Let me put it
another way: in Catholic theology, the Holy Spirit is mainly the
sustainer or supporter of the Church, On the other hand,
Evangelicals and Protestants have stressed His work as the One
who merely awakens us to the things of Christ and they have con-
nected Him with our justification and sanctification. !So the

Spirit is either institutionalized or individ
i t t
Hendrikus Berkhof. ualized wri‘es

We would also have to agree with

world's greatest theologians who died recently, that for too long
Christians have been too busy with their own eternal salvation
and thed =i private, edifioation that they have no time left for
others who have not been reached wit
the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to His
unto me in heaven and in earth, there
And again, 'Ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost has come
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses .,.' gSt. paul said, 'We
have notiFecelyediswspirit.of timidity but of pow;r' (d namiée)-
Do you remember what Jesus promised to His disci les a Z to us
::gaugﬁ 2: was ;° i: to the Father? 1'ge who belzev:s :n me will
80 e works at I do- ;
do, because I go to the fa:ﬁe:?? gfzztethziks fh20 fhese; vl MR
therefore go ...' receive power;

Karl Barth, one of the

h the transforming power of

We have seen that the pr
of new life. He awakens fag omised Holy Spirit is the initiator

th in us towa ro=
mise is being fulfilled daily where Christrr:'§::i::éd Th;: g
i:;z:a:z:pf:i:::c:v:hzough reading God's Word, ang gui&es through
. nts., He initiateg our
a as we
humbly place our lives in His hands, pq 1sst::t:§i::Ztg: of

vide
literally 'go' to a lost worl:.“s with the power and equipment to

disciples, 'All power is given
fore go ...' (Matthew 28:18-19) -
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Amazing? Incredible? Mysterious? Yes, that is true.
But just as those early disciples received the promise of the
Holy Spirit, so we are able to go forward confidently knowing.
the promise is for us and our Church. 'If I depart,' said
Jesus, 'I will send Him unto you. '

A PRAYER

Heavenly Father, grant to each and every one of us
out of Your abundant resources the gift of Your
Spirit, and grant that we being aware of His Presence
and power, may be fit vessels to serve You all the

of our lives.
days In Jesus' Name we pray. Amen.
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