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RECTORS JOIN IN NORTH
SHORE PROTEST

A number of well-known churchmen are among the signatories of
a letter on Viet Nam which is being distributed to homes in the North
Shore suburbs of Sydney.
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THE NEWSPAPER STRIKE

Strikes seem to occur with ever-increasing fre-
quency in our community. They are not confined
to manual workers. Medical practitioners, airline
pilots, teachers, and now journalists, have been or
are involved. At bottom, money and working condi-
tions may be the main causes of these strikes; but
there is nearly always something more. Attitudes of
mutual suspicion and distrust, or lack of understand-
ing, seem to be permanent catalytic factors which
produce an explosion the pioment one side or the
other commits an error in psychological tactics

It is all too easy to blame one side in these dis-
putes — managements, unions, governments or pro-
fessional associations. To say that both sides are
partly to blame in each case is patently true; but not
true enough. It is unlikely in the nature of things
that responsibility can be quantified and then found
to rest equally upon both parties. More usually, one
side or the other bears the greater responsibility, if
not for what it did or said, then for the way it did
or said it, or for its timing. Thus, upon consideration
of more of the evidence than has ever been made
public, we have held the Qantas management more
to blame than the pilots; the Government to bear a
heavier responsibility than the medical practitioners
who refused to be “sweated” in an expanded free
medical scheme; and the Government, again, mostly
at fault in the Post Office strike.

It seems to us, in our embarrassing position
with part of a foot in each camp and sharing in some
sort the problems of both management and journal-
ists, that our sympathies must rest by a clear margin
with the journalists who have struck in Sydney. The
greater share of the responsibility for the strike,
which we fear may issue tragically for the community
in the death of our only newspaper of guality, The
Australian, is the newspaper proprietors’.

This is not say that daily newspaper manage-
ments are wicked, bloody-minded or malicious, or
that journalists are all downtrodden messengers of
light and sweet reasonableness. Less still would we
maintain that the printing unions, whose members
have been called out in sympathy with the journalists,
have records beyond criticism. On the contrary, to
put the picture fairly, we remark that most news-
paper managements have been recruited from the
ranks of experienced journalists; that, notwithstand-
ing outstanding exceptions in all grades, not every
journalist is sound, conspicuously well-trained or well-
educated: and that the printing unions are as ad-
dicted to restrictive practices as any section of the
community and more than a little tainted by the
antiquated views of the Luddites

As a matter of law, the proprietors are obviously
in the right, and the journalists and printers in the
wrong. The latter admit this. The proprietors pri-
vately confess — all of them — dismay at the re-
action to their re-grading, or down-grading, of staffs.
They point out that no journalist is financially worse
off. But this misses the point. What has angered
journalists to a point beyond reason is not primarily
money; but status. The former “A” Grade man now

“re-graded” to “B” Grade is hurt in his pride; not
his pocket. The law of the matter — pace the view
of one exponent of cultural freedom — s irrelevant.
Journalists, like other men, do not live by law alone.
Christian* see this: we know that Love transcends
the Law. The newspaper managements know this, t00;
bilt they have momentarily forgotten it and allowed
:hellr regard for the law to transcend love, or human
eelin

Three men have the power to resolve this strike.
They are Messrs K. R. Murdoch, A. H. McLachlan
and Sir Frank Packer. None of them is ordinarily
a legalist. They are all far too sensible and human.
None of them, privately, is un-generous. Two of
them are first rate journalists in their own right. All
of them know a great deal about newspapers, and
about journalists. They can all show the magnanimity
of trué courage and understanding. Their several con-
cepts of the public interest vary; but they sufficiently
coincide and the three themselves are sufficiently
realistic, putting it no higher, to encourage us to
hope they will move from their stand on mere law
to a position based upon justice, another thing alto-
gether. These three have so much “face” that they
can afford to lose some. The journalists have not,
and cannot

Christians and Communists

It is a Roman Catholic of some distinction, Dr
Max Charlesworth, who sets forth in a striking
article in this edition what we would prefer to have
been said by an Anglican about Communists and
Christians. Because God is the Father of all men,
we heartily commend Dr Charles worth'’s view, and
rejoice at our good fortune in being able to publish it.
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ROMAN CATHOLICS AND COMMUNISTS
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DIALOGUE WITH COMMUNISTS
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Anglican News Service

London, August 7
Churches and missionary so-
lhe Gopel '}Qﬁe Mg
e
Yo Whar e

|n
Selly Gak Colleges, Birmingham,
ing

laity and ordained i

DIOCESAN NEWS

Ackice, the Very Reverend L. 1

Canon L R Lenthel

hes aooepted therinourthency

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

8l

Acklaide ori Hidel,

el

&

d Frecrick Jones, v

ARMIDALE
MARKET MORNING

orgarised by the
neatyy S0

A i, OO
EPUET RO

establish frierckhip a

Ml% RALLY
SESE
Tangpnyika. Bishop Srvay o
e, L SET,
Day held i
Shidds™ sPaMd°fribbons10ve8
o e T

MISSIONARY EXHIBITION®

staged  meny™ sller

e ETIRT
Fahors S Nipge

fmd@d IMissi bookstall. Hal;rg

y ;“3“

Jolints *Lé""
Pé’ﬁsn'“o

F ey
=t 'm e Goestion 2of
M\Mllo?enlem%l%ls%
RSN~ A

rely ciscussed

A for high school
AR

BRISBANE
S. OSWALD'S HOUSE

B BN

.xma%r‘im‘m??w NEW RECTCR FOR ENFIELD Emw%aajﬂﬁgﬁ

T R YR

Dowrs), originel i

NEWCASTLE
FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR

e Rl TR

RGN

mamall servioss in the parish

CVeRED AL

it life Lake CWbYouTh\
MEREWETHER

indnDr Peter Andfrson'U

0 condet @ youth *rak-

>Almighty (
ill help to mark 1

svice, S Clment's
hens of praise will be

RURAL
i ARG of Sy
Dean of Marridkille, and t

" prd

e N

Winter *survive them the first



LEADERSHIP SEMINAR
AT MORPETH

DIOCESAN YOUTH GROUPS
BEGIN TRAINING



