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THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
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The knowledge of theology is a matter of the
utinost dmportance for every‘Christian because our
“whole attitude to life depends on our doctrine of
.‘Gods Religion: takes its character from its
doctrine of God and differcnces between religions
J can be traced to varigtions in the doctrine of God.
So the dootrine of God is extraordlnarlly important,
Doctrine’ is. the latin word for’ 'teadhlﬂg' and if
the words 'teaching about God! arc givenn their
Greek .forit, we have the word ?'theology!. Theology
simply means teaching or knowledge about God, of
which . there can be nothing more 1mportant to study
or to know. Theology therefore 1s thu most importe
ant of all subJects. Now, as in so many other
subjeets, there are both erronecous ideas and true
idcas, 86 too in the doctrine of God there ig a
vast number of errors competing w1th the truth., If
we concentrate our study on these errors,_theology
will be a very dry subject. But trde theology, is
far from being dry; for it is a most powerful
‘subject, elevating our mlnd, atlrrlng our conscience
and energlzlng o w1ll.

Theology must-confine itself to wha't the Bible
teaches, for no one would know anything about God
at all, if He did not reveal Himself to us. Fron
reflecting on the world, we know that God existsy
we know something of His power and divinity in the
unlverse, we know something of His foral character
in our conscieiice; but that is as far as’ the
natural world takes us. ~When theology is confined
to’ our natural resowrces in thinking about God, all
sorts of fantastic ideas of God arisc,; as is wit-

- nassed to by the various rellglons of thé world.
True theology, thereforc, must concentrate on what
God's Word teachos. \

In considering uod‘s character and nature and

our relationship: to ﬂ;n, there is no more 1mportant
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a subject than God's sovereignty;‘

The Tord Jesus Chrlst taught that God is  Lord
of Heaven and edrth. In Matthew 11:25 He praveds
" thank thee, Fathur, Lord of Heavoen and earth", =
we are to think of” God, thcrefore, as. Lord of .
'*heaVon and earth.m He is the oreator. of all and is
'fully soverelgn over and’ in His cre atlon.; ‘There is
"a phrase - that rins fhroiigh Scrlpture, first spoken
to Abraham and repeated to tho Virgin Mary and,
again endorsed by, Jesus, namely, thiat "there. is

- ‘nothing’ toe hard for the Lord%., Tth truth our

Taith must asslmllate if we are to have a right

' relationship to God .and_a right, understandlng of

“Hisg revelatlon - there is nothing too hard for

the Lord. Abraham and Sarah faced’ thls with re-
“gard to the birth of Isaao. Abraham | bellqved._

‘He counted God able to give ‘him a. Chlld, evern
though his body and his wife's were, as St. Paul
put 1t, dead. So too the Virgin was reminded of
this same truth by Gabriel with regard to. the birth
of our Lord-‘and when the d1501ples were despalrlng
-of *the salvation of ‘tho poople, asklag "Who +then
can be saved?", Jesus recplied "with man it is im-
possible, but not w1th God. - All things are possible
w1th God" : A ﬁ .

God rules. This is where we must start if we
- are .to understand the truth about ourselves, the
‘world and God. God!'s rule was the centre of Jesus'
teoaching, The kingdom of God llterally means the
rulc of God. When the writer of T Revelation. was
given a vision of Heaven (Rev. 4) the first thing
he saw was a thronc - God's ‘throne. . God ruless
nothing is:outside His control. Thlg.is the funda-
mental fact of reality. : :
Mankind's failure to believe mcans that our
concept of God is too small., J.B. Phillips tells
" the story in one of his books how early in the war
when radar had just come 'into the news and was a2
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completely novel and rather amazing idea, he had
asked a group of young people the snep question,

- %Do you think God knows all about rader?" Half the
groun said "No", Of course they scon realised the
gbsurdity of their answoer but it showed that their
concept.  of God was tco small, God's knowledge is
complete and absclute, He knows things not by way
of obse¢rvation as we know things, for He knows

them because they are first in His mind and then in
actuality. It is because He has willed them that
they exist. God knows, Tor example, every movement
of every electron in every galaxy throughout the
wmiverse, and a2 great deal more besides, things of
which we have no awareness. He knows them because
he wills them., B8ince God is infinite, there is no-
detail too small, nor anything too imiense for Him
to hold in His knowledge at the one and the seme
time. This is quite clearly taught, for example,
_in Tsaiah 41 where Cod calls upon the idols to
declare the future. The fact that they are not able
to know the future shows that they are not God.
God knows the future because 4t is in His mind and
will before it is in actuality. - That is why He can
prodict it. In I Corinthians 2:16, St. Paul speaks
about the immensity of God's knowledge by saying,
"Who dis able to teach God anything". God knows all.
S0 the first step is for us to re~adjust our think-
ing along this line., For oxample, Amos 937 speaks
about the movemient of the Syrdan tribes and the
Bthiopians and the Philistines. He said God was
the one who not only brought the children of Israel
up out of Egypt (we are all willing to acknowledge
this) but who led the Syrians from Kir and the
Philistines from Caphtor.

.-Do you think of the wanderings of the aborige
inies of Arnhem land as under God!'s control and
superintendencc?~bocause that is what Amos is saying
with regard to the ncighbouring tribes abour Isracl.
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_There ‘is the weLlnknown verse fﬂom our Lord'
teaching about the flight of the sparrow (Matt 10

B 29) . We may bave got used to. the: idea of sparrows

as under God's . control .but if a sparrow is under
_God's control, so is an ant, so is s spider and
~not only the ones we sece but also the ones, for
oxample, in the jungles of the Amazmcn.  Everything
is within His knowledge and control according to
the teaching  of the Bible. 4nd you mapy think that
this is an exaggerationj because we are inclined to
think that God, Like us, knows these things. only
in round numbers. We tend to think of, Joesus!
statement "The halrs. of your head are all numbered"
a8 a generallzatlon not to be taken literally.

But the Bible'!s teaching is clear. Our God is a
great God. Jesus instanced .the hairs c¢f our head,
not becausc it is the most important but because
it is the least imporitant objecect of God's knowledgc.
Since He knows this, He knows everything, : His
knowledge is infinite. Not only is His knowledge
infinite, including for cxample, the movement and
position of every electron every instant of time,
but also His power is infinite. If He knows all
about these thlngs and holds them in existence by
His knowledge of them, He can obviocusly control

. themy, as it were by the movement of IHis mind.
Certainly the Bible testifies to that effect.

" Psalm 104 procdleims God's complete control over

His. creatlon. The psalm begins with adoration of

. Godls greatness, and goes on to speak of the weather
as under God!s conﬁrol. It is God who causes the
rivers and the sprlngg to flow,., "He watereth the
mountains from his ohambersg He causes -the grass
to grow for the cattle ‘and herb for the service of
~man, " This is the way. tho Bible oxpects us to
thlnk about uOd.-AThls is tho way God expecits. us
_to think about the world, because it is the true
way. It dis the corrcect way. It is certoinly not
the way in which we normally would think, because
human society in which we live is God-forgetting.
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But thet is not the truc attitude. The psalmist
depicts every event. of man and beast.and the
natural world as direotly operasted as it were by
Gods This, of coursc, must be so, for God's
interest in His croation did not ccase with
cregdtion and His purposes for creation did not

- ceasc with having made the world, Having wade the
world He is also interested in the world and carcs
for the world as we see in Psalm 104, He cares
for the animate and the inanimate creation as well
as for man. And God is not limited. Because He
- cares for and knows all about one sspect of His
creation, it does not mean that He has not got
time for something else. That is tho way we
think about ity but, of course, we must not Llimit
- God by the limits of our power of imagination.
Our imagination is based on owr ways of .doing
things and to limit our concept of God to this is
hopelessly inadequate. - By definition God vastly
transcends humanity ané its ways. He -knows all
-about our lives and gives us His full love and
‘care, without diminishing this from snyone elsec,
or from anything else, howcver’ minute a creature
codit night be in our estimate. -

- God's exercise of sovereignity and control of
the world is absoclutely complete « nothing takes
plac¢ apart from His knowledge and apart from Him,
For it is obvious that if any event is to be under
Him, every event must be, becsuse all events inter-

- act on one anothor, The world is not divisiblej

every event is related. BEven the falling of a leaf
ig- related to some other event,-ﬁnd SO omn.

Any event -can be used as .an 111ustr1tlon to
pinpcint this truth, Thus, according to Proverbs
“16:33, God dlupOSOu ond controls the drawing of
the nﬁrblos from the barrel in the lotterys - If
. people ‘realisecd this they might not bo so anxious
to invest as they say, 1n_the lottery. Certainly,
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thls verse in Proverbs 16133 reminds us that even
such a fortuitous event, as we conceive it, as the
casting of 2 dice, or the drawing of.a marble from

a barrel, the pulling of & handle of a poker machine
{end I am given to understand that this is not as

- fortuitous as it mapy seen!) or, for that matter, any
other event is under God!s control. Thus the. idea
of luck as an independent.thing vanishes," Luck is
only fortuitous from our point of wvicw because we

do not know the causes, if any. But so called

luck is under God's complete control, accordlng to
the teachlng of the Bible,

Take a fu”ther exanple Trom the more dlfflcult
concept of the imperious will of sn Bastern despot,
The fall of the dice is uncontrollable, by meh, but
from the point of view of human life, what is more
_uncontrollablo than the despotic will of an Eastern
-tyrant ~ whom he will he keeps alive and whom he will
he slays - .as Nebuchacdnezzar put it (and he proved
_his point more than once!) But in Proverbs 21:1 we
are told that "the heart of the King is in the
hand of the Lord, and He turns it as a water course",
turns it this way or that way just as the winter
streams rushing down the valley swollen by a cloud-
burst sometimes make a channel this way, sonetimes
. make a channel that way. If God so controls the
Cimperious will .of the king, if "the hearts of kings
. are in God's rulc. and governance; what is there
. else left outside of His control? The same sentie-
- nment is expressed in Psalm 76110 where we read that
the wrath of man is under God's control. . Only g0
much of the wraoth of man as is to His glory is per-
_mltted.. The roest He restralns.

: A Ver good 11lustratlon of thls later: point
.15 the story of Job where the wrath of man rcaches
so far but no further, because it 45 limited by
the will and decroe of God., - The story of Job is
" clear testlnony that God controls and limits Satan,
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The Sabbeans and the Chaldeans, those nomadic bands
_that attacked Jobts property,. though spirred up- by
Satan, were acting within the permission and within
the limits that God had given,

. There are many other 1llustratlons _of. thls
truth 1n the Old Testament., In Isaiall 10:5, 12, 15,
the Assyrians are said to be the rod.of God!s anger.
They are His axe. ITow the Assyrians were quite
wnaware of that, Isaish 10 mekes -that clear, The
mlllﬁarlstlc Assyrians thought they were doing what
they were doing under their own stean (103:13).

They said "By the strength of ny hand I have done
it, and by my wisdom, for I am prudent", From this
selfwdescription it is plain that the Assyrians had
the latasst technlque for waging total war. They

_ were prudent, they were wise, they were strong.

_ They were also eruel,. bloodpthlrsty and avaricious.
- These were the reasons why they were vigtorious..
But behind it all was God's purposes., They were
‘the axe, and the  .axe was boasting itself against
Hint that hewed therew1th.. From verse 12 we learn
that the. Assyrlan is performing God's whole work
upon Mount Zion. The Assyriant's:wicked will was
serv1ng Godl!s justice by inflicting. judgment on.,
“those who deserve judgment. In the case of Job and
the Sabbeans, God's purpose was not for judgment
‘but for testing (as Abraham was tested) in: order
that God might be glorlfled and Job might learn
more. about God and s0 enter into inestimable bles&-
ings for as our knowloége of God increases so our
blessing in life 1ncreases. None of these robber
bands had any intention of dolng God's will, nor I
may say, had Satan (who was bahlnd.them stirring
up ‘these instruments of his), ‘All werc simply.
‘originating their sin themselves within their. own
wills. They knew what they were doing was wrong
but in their wrong-doing, in. their wrebellion .against
God, they could not remove themselvos from the
control of God nor frustrate_the purposes of .God =~
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in Job's case, pumposes of blegsing, in the case of
the Assyrians and Is rael, purposes of Judgment, and
also of blessing, in due course, of the romnanu.
The basic doctrine of the Christian religion
may be said to be that God i1s the creator of heaven
and eatrth and everything that is in them. . And as
their creator He is their sovereign controller.
When we align our thoughts to this truth, oux
‘actions and attitudes will more éasily be directed
aright, Let me illustrate this from tho story of
Joseph, who was sold as a slave by his brothers
but who after years of slavery and unjust imprison-—
ment was chosen to be goverror of the greatest
country in the world. = In Genesis ochapter 45 we:
read how Joseph, now a prince, made himself known
to. his brothérs. who had sold him as a slave. Natur-
‘ally the brothers were a bit uncertain as to their
réception, They thought Joseph would do what they
thermselves would have done in those circumstances,
and so they were frightened. "They are troubled
at his presence"(VOrSe 3)s. But in verse 5 Joseph
reassured thein that he had no vengeance in his
heart. He said "God sent me here, to preserve life
ve. Tt was not you who" sent me here but God!(vv 5,8)
We may ask: "How was hé able to,rise above the
natural feelings of vengeance and the desire to get
his own back?" It was because during the whole of
this time he was ‘suffering in such an imjust way
. he.knew that his sufferings were not outside the
purposes of God, for God was in control of His
world and so he was able to commilt his cauSe to
God, who, in duc courscy’ vindicated him, We will
also be vindicated, in due coursc. Scnetimes we
will be vindicated at the Second Coming, ‘sometimes
within this 11ﬂ3aﬁ well. Joseph committed his
cause to God. IHe was not aware when he would be
vindicated. It was sufficient to know that God was
in control of all this sin of others under which he
was sufferihg - the sin of his brothers; the sin of
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Potiphar's wifej the sin of the forgetfulness of
the chief butleri so he could reassure his brothers
that "God sent me before you to preserve life",
(Gene 43.50). He saw the hand of Geod im it all, So
too if we are comscious of the sovereignty of God
in our llfb, we will be able to rise above the
desire o vindicate ourselves, More than once
ocrlpture tells us "Avenge not yourselves" because
God is looking after the uﬁtter. '

Wo are llmlted in our. understandlng of the
51tuat10n in whlch we flnd ourselves at any time.
, Consequently, our natural reactions may very well
be wrong., VUe are not to judge but to commit our
cause to God who Jjudges rightly -~ to a righteous
and just Greator. That is obviously what Joseph
had done and that. is what preserved the equaninity
of his heart and enabled him to forgive.  Now those
of you who know your Greck classics will remenmber
the story of Odysseus -and Telemachus on Odysscus'
" return home, What a different story that was with
‘regard to vengeance! The Creok child would be
. brought up on the story of Odyaseus' bloody and
'complete vengeance on the suitors of his wife,
Those whe are brought up . on the Scrlptures are
briought up on this story of Josephy brought up on
the story of a full and ready forglveness of very
real WIONgs e

That Joseph was able to forglvo because he
knew that God's soveroign hand controlled the
‘events of his life is confirmed by Genesis 50320,
Here the brothers a second time approsch Josaphs
For after the dea th of thelr Lather Jacob, thoir

. foors returned. Presumably, they thought that

Joseph had merely been behav1ng nimself in front

of his father, Jacob. They had not attributed to

" him the right ﬂOthOo nor credited hinm with bedng

a generous and forgiving porson. Josepl oneec rore
had to reassure themy He did not hesitate to rccoge

" ‘nise that their intentions were 31nfql~ "You noqnt
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evil against me". But he recognised that Cod was

in the event: "God meant. it for good". 4s the
psalmist Sald “tho wrath of man shall praisce God

and the residuc thercof He will restrain’, (Pu.76=10).

But porhaps the cloarest 111ustrat10n of God'!s
control of the evil will of men is the story of the
crucifixion. Im Acts 2:23 Peter in hisg scrron does
not hesitate to accusc the ginners of thoir sin,
"You by the hands of lawless men crucified and slcew
Jesus". The crucifixion was the wesult of sin, =
the sin of Judas, the sin of Pilate, the sin of the
.chief priest, the sin of the crowd, and so on.
Every ovent which led to the crucifixion was wrong
- and sinful and the culprits were sinning agalnst

thelr consciences.. God's Holy Spirit, we may say,
vos pricking their consciencesy .thore Wwould be no
doubt aobout that, Even a Gentlle like Pilate
recognised that what ho was doing was not right,
and he washed his hands as though that was the way
" of getting rid of his guilt, God writes His law
' on peoples! hearts. They do not, of course, take
notice of that, and they arc: thorefore without
excuses The. crucifixion took place as the result
of sinful wills. But, nevertheless, what took
place toock place according to God's pnrposes. A
Ag Peter put it: "he being delivered up by the
determlnate counsel and forckaowledgo of God".
In this verse we see the doublew~sided character of
the event of Jesus' crucifixion: an event where
ments gin is qulte obviougly at work and yet an
event which is conplctely under God's control and
out of which has flowed irmense benefits and
blessing. Turn over to Acts 4127,28 (for this,
like the Joseph story, is not an isclated verse -
it is repeated in order that we might have noe doubt
as to what to think about the matter)., This, second
verse is from the prayer of the early church, which,
guo ting Psalm 2 saw that the psalm is fulfilled in
Christ ~ "to do whatsoever they hand and thy
counsel foreordalned to come, to pass" (verse 28},



The early Christians herc affirm that God!'s sovereign-
ty is complete. At the oormpletion-of His prayer in
Gethsemane Jesus saw His crucifixion: as the cup which
His father had given Him (John 18:11). Conséguently,
He was ablé to commit His cause "to 'Him who judges
righteéously! as St. Peter put it (I Pet.2:23).

Ste PBoeter goes om to exhort those who sufier accord-

. ing fto the Will cf God, to commit their lives to

' God, their faithful Creator (I 2etor 4319).

~ From the point of view of history the crucifix-
.dion of Christ was only Jjust one event out of iil-

. numérable similar events, It was indistinguishable

from all the other events Hefore it and after ity
it .was an event of history. But with regard to
this event we have had, as it were, the curtain
drawvn  aside and .we have the .Word of God affirnming
that this cvent was under God!s contrd, teaching us tha
. that every cvent is to be. thought of in 'the Sgamnmec
waye God does mnot control onetievent only, but all
eventss « Every event in.your life is under God's
orol , according to the teaching of the Scripturec.
That does not in any way make for determinism or
diminish the reality of our responsibility. If
this causes a problem it is because our way of
thinking about God is wronge. "You shall be as
‘God" = that was thec bait by which Satan tempted
man, and ever since the fall we deal with God as
someonc over against us, someone more or less on
an equality with us, as though weo were gods our-
selves, But scripture teaches that our relation

to God is quite different really. He is the one
"in whorm we live and move and have our being'". He
is sustaining us every ronient, cven when we are
rebellious against him, e sustains our beingj; and
He sustains the beings of all His creation. And,
therefore,: His control-of our life and of the
events around us is completci but this does not in
amy way weaken the reality of the natures He has
crcated, That ought to be obvious if you reflect
that God krew from the beginning His intentions,
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Events do not take Him by surprise. He does not
have to improvise, or reflect on what He should do
nexte. In crcating us with a certain nature He-
works through the nature He ¢reated, and therefore,
from our point of wview, everything will secm to be
natural.s It was cxtraordirarily natural that those
Sabbeans and Chaldeans should want to enrieh .them=
selves at Job's expense when they got the chancece
Their reésponsibility was real, for they knecw what
they werc doing wes wrong and they will be judged
for it. So too the Assyrians were responsible for
“Hieir actionse They woere conscious that the actions
were their own, and yet they were doing God!s work
and, as Habakkuk saw, the cruclties of the Chaldecans
was working God!s purposces of Jjudgment. God,
therefore, wovks through our naturej through*tie
natures He has made, Thercfore, He will work
physical things through physical natures and moral
things through moral natures. In His blessing of
us He . will work through our wills, through our
@inds, through ocur emotions, through our -responses,
and in doing so the rcality of our own actioniis
not weakeneds We are conscious that we are respon=
sible and we know that what we will, we will with
ou?r own will, As St. Paul put it, we are therefore
obliged to work out.our own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in-us-both
to will and to do (Philippians 2:13). "Work out
your owrt salvation with.fear and trembling". This
- sentence underlines our responsibility and if we
neglcct to dé the things that we ought to do we
will be held responsible and will have no one but
ourselves :to blame. For we know in ourselves that
we are responsible for doing what is right. And
yet at the samc time we are not to regard ourselves
as independent, as though the good we do were:from
oursclves, because the Scripture makes clear that
all the good that is in us is God's gift to us,
because it is God who wills within us to will and
do of His good pleasure. Moreover; as sinncrs we
+are incapable of doing good apart from Godl!s gift.
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.One of the problenis in our understanding of this
“truth is that there is no parallel in our experience
~to the relationship of a real though secondary will
td a sovereign will; we can :oxperience it but we
cannot parallel it by obscrviag similar examples
outside of oursclves, and that presents us with a
difficulty in understanding ite. . But, nevertheless,
these two thlngs are very clearly taught in thie
Scripture and truc in experience that we are res-—
ponsibl'c for our actions and that God is sovereign
in them, PEverything will be natural because God
will be working through nature, For exanple, in
blessing the world He makes the sun to risce. That
is the way Jesus put it, but we arc more accustomed
to say that thce sun rises. But the truth dis that it
is God who makes the sun to risej He makos the sun
to rise every day, every day, every day. Why the
regularity? Because there is no rcecason why He
should changee Wo say that i+t is natural for the
sun to rise, and this is true. But we should sce
beyond 'mature! to the hand of Gode So, too, He
works through our moral natures, and from one

point of view, everything will seem to be natural -
But we make a great mistaoke if we think that

" 'nature! is the final explanatione. The eye. of
faith is able.to sec God!s hand and.that is why we
can pray to fHim and commit:our: cause¢ to Hime. For
He 15 our soverelgn, rlgbteouo -and faithful rcreator,

. At thls point a quest on may be asked about
:the apparent clash within the will of Gods For.
eéxanple, in the event of the cruclflxlon, it was
the Holy Spirit who warned theé culprits not to go
on .in their sinsj they knew that what they were
doing Was”wrong; God did not want them to ,do it,

“and yet the evont was His will, so that thare seens
to 'be a conflict w1th1n the will of .God,.

The best way to resolve the paradox is to use
two dlfferont terns becausc there are two different
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things for which we use the same word 'will'. And
80, We nay speak about God's 'deeretive! will by
which God decrees whatever cores to pass (Eph.1),
and God - 'preoept1Ve' will by which He wills His
‘creation to conform to His cnaracter oxpresscd in
' His precepts.: Now the preceptive will of God docs
not include ain. * The decretive will of God takes
sin into accdunt. ‘The preceptive will is the will
“which cXprosses itself in God's precopts, “the
things which we ought to do, llLG the ter connand-
nents, ‘God wants us to be like Himgelf and so the
preceptive will of God corrosponds to His cnaracter
of goodness and His will for us is laid down by,
precopt. His will for P1latc was laid down by
precept.. Pilats knew what his duty was, God had
wyitten His w1ll in his heart. Pilate did not
‘follow this preceptive will of God, He sinned
against what he know to bo right. Yet his action
“was not outside God!s control.“ God's decrotiva
will imcluded it in the plan he willed for the -

salvation of sinners so that what Pllate did. was
according to tho determlnate foroknowledge and
counsel of Gods. Within the wofld there is sin, but
this is not outside God! s controly but 1ncluded.1n
His working out His purposcs aftor the counsel of
"His own will. Now sin doos not orlglnate with
Gode: 8in ‘originates in & rebelllous w111. Sin
never has the approval of Gods There is always His
warning sgainst it and His Judgnent of it. Never=
theless, oven the’ eylstence of sin does not dirrinish
the sovercignty of God. Goc 1s not leass sover01gn
because: of the presonce of sin’in HlS creéation as
though by 51nn1ng man had" got the upper hand of
God.” We may have an intelloctusl problem at this
:point, the problem of the origin’of sin - why did

“God allow it? We: cannot GnsSWor, all we khow is that

sin is therc. It is important to rocognise that

God does not will it in the sense that it does not
”corresoond to His charactor' on tho othor. hand, Ho
does not givé it a mere barc pormissicn, as thbéugh



-15_

saying, "there is an arez of activity where people
may act as they.like in', Thot is not the Biblical
v1ew; it is an . active permission: for although sin
orlglnates in rebellious wills and within creation,
it does not dlﬂlnlsh the soverolgnty of Goq one .-
1ota.“ :

"In quoting such verscs ag "God is fnot willing-
that any should perish but all should be saved".
care rust be taken in exegetirng the word "will"
as to whether it reflcets the character or the
purpcse of Gode - We know the character of Godys He
does not wish any to boe lost. "God is not willing
that any should perish"., That is +the negotive way
of putting the matter., Put positively, we may say
that it is His will that 211 should be saveds . For .
this corresponds to His character and would have
corresponded with His purposes had not sin interw.
véned; that is, His preceptive will would have
been fulfilled in His decretive will., But because
of sin, this no longer follows. His' preceptlve

will remains plain and unaltered; Hig ‘decretive .
will is secret to us apart fron what He has re-‘,
vealed (cege,; "to sum:up all things in’ Chrlst")

It has not been given to s to know why God thas
pernltted sin in His world, ‘but we do know thot .

it is not outside His .control fand that in . the end
it will redound to His glory and through it He will
bring b16531ng to those who trust Himn, to_us_whom
He has_chosen.tOgreceiVe His mercy (Rom. 9!23)

i want to draw your. attention to some of the
results of this doctrlne of the soverelgmty ofl God,
Firstly, the SOVerelgnty of God delivers from ¢ear,
all fear oxcept the revercntial fear and honour:of.
Gods I you fear God then therc is no neod to. fear‘
man, for God is sovereign over mans ~ The reverentlal.
fear of God is ‘based ,on the knowledge of His. power
and charactor, His love, His goodness, and Hig
promises. It is the game as trusting and honouring
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Hime. You cannot trust God or honour Him unicss you
‘know what His promises aré; unless you know, for
examnple, that in Romans 8:28w~30 God promises that
-all things will work together for good to those who
love hine Ho is able to work all’ thlngs together
for good because He is sovereign. He has promised
that they will all woxk together for good and
therefore you can trust Him, snd honour Him by
trusting Him. Your trust is your worship of Him,
because Worshlp and honour arc only two different
words for the same thing., Thus, faith is basic
Christian worship._‘ ' ' - '
For those who trust God contentncnt and enJoyu
m&m take the place of anxicty, and thankfulness _
wells in us as we realize that the sovereign God is
the source of our blessing. Prayer is based on_the
sovereignty of God. There is an idea current in
some theological circles that God has limited Him~
self by giving man a will. That is not an idea
found in Scripture, in fact it negates all rellgion.
For example, if I pray to God to deliver me from
danger, say, from a bandit, it would. not be very
much help to get the reply "I am sorry but that man
has got free will and he is able to knife you in the
the back if he wants to::address your prayer to. him
as I have llmlted Myself by giving hlm a free will"

Prayer is: based on the'soverelgnty of God, but
sometimes our intelligence does not accept that
doctrine, Yet as we are the more vividly conscious
of His sovereignty,. so we will pray with greater
assurance and also greater vigour, as we know He
hears and is able to answer. For example, Psalm 23
which is on affirmation of God's protection, is
based on God's sovereigntys. "Though I pass through
“the valley of theshadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for thou art with me"., God's presence is
sufficient guarantee that evil will not be presente.
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Psalm 56211, "In God have I put my trust, I will
not be afraids What con man do unito me?" If, .
however, you:believe in the self-limitation of
Gody the answer is that: man cen do.anything to you
~that he-chooscs because. .God has seifwlimited Hime
- 8elf, " 'Thus, my selfwlimitation.or diminution of
the complete Sovereignty of:God ds an - unbiblical
and frreligious conéepty which-should find no.

- lodgement in our thinking. ©God has not limited

- Himself in' any way. .- That ig why you can put come
‘Plete trust in Him, RS : &

The doctriné .of the: sovereignty of God frees
us from all fear and helps us to trust in His
protections. It also inculcatées humility I Peter
516 reads, "Humble yourselves under tho mighty
hand of .God that he may exalt you in due time".
- It ig the mighty hand of God which has brought
about the events in your 1iifec which are humbling
you = some event or other; whatever it may be,
some cirecumstance; bringing vou down in humildity.
It. is the mighty hand of God, That is exactly what
Joseph wrecognised. Then:follows the promise that
"He will exalt.you in due #ime". . Unless we live
by the promiscs of God wo .de not have the strength
-to do what we ought to do, namoly, to humble our-
selves under the mighty hand of God.. He has given
us these promiges to- strengthen us, We must roco g
nize that the "exaltation in due time" may not be
in this 1lifes  If you are pinning your hopes to
this 1ife, then you may. be disappointed, but if vyou
believe in God, then you helieve in etornity and
- He has promised to exalt you in due tdme and vou
are. to £ix your hopes on .that and so you will be
strengthened to humble yourself in the.present
circumstanccs.. - He may, of .course, exalt you like

. Joseph within this Life:as well, or like Jesus,
-+ the crewn ay be only: after .death.. The doctrine

of God’S'sovereignty‘teaches-us;humility, beecause
we recognisc that it is God who has. allowed these
things to happen te us, : Yot that He desires them
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in thensclves. He did not desire the brothers to
sell Joseph in Egypt, or the Jews,K to crucify Josusj
but heyqvereruled these actions, He does not,
desire that you become sick, but He over=rules ite
I He. allows smckness to- enter, your. life it is for
the purpose of corroctlng JOuUy, O, teachlng YOousOr
giving you the 0pportun1ty of«glorlfylng Him by
learn;ng“nore of His love: and: rightcousness.  All
tbemptation is allowed 1nto our, life for the: purposa
of of being overcone, Ve read,qulte definitely: in
I Corinthisns 10:13 that God linits temptationt

"He will not suffer you to be tried above that you
are able", ' He limited the temptation of Jobj. He
limits our temptations. He does not Himself tempt
us, but 1nsofgr that He allows tomptation, oxr
trial or +testing (tho words. hcan tho. same )}, bo -
enter our life, 1t is for thc,purposg of our OVel
coming it in order that wo.might learn more of His
character and trustworthiness., And therefore,
nothing will be allowed into oup life which is not
possible for us to cope with. That is to say, God
will give us the resources to cope with temptations
and tests of life and those resources will be
adequate if we use them becausc He will Limit the
temptation and testing sc that it does not exceed
our ability. . Satan desires: to overwhelm us and-‘
would do so apart fron God's rgstralnt.

A knowlcdge of™ God's soverelgnty Surengthens
us for sorvice by releasing us:from the ensdion: -
which comes from judging things .by, results. .
Matthew 11310~30 is an examplc. Jesus is reflecting
on His failure to cormumieante. the gospels (I use
that modern phrase because we aye -sometimes . . -
bawmboozled by the fact that we are failing to - -
comrmicate the gospel today, in the semsc that we
are not getting people to.respond to its TessaZe) .
Jesus upbralds the cities of . Galllee becausey
althougly as: we may say, tho finest of ‘teacheprs and
the most marvellous of nlracle workers has been -
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ministering ‘to them, they.-have. taken no notice.of
"His nessages They have not repented, : In modern
Jargon,; He:Rad not comrmmicated His message to thenl.
It is in that context. thit .our Lord refleets on Godls
sovarelgnty, "I thank thes Father, Lord of heaven
and- earth, that thou hoast hidden these things from
“the wise ‘and pruaent Yeo, Faother, for so it . was well
' pleasding in - thy sight". . VWhen we fail to communicate
-~ the gospel it nay be because we have not given,

" enough aottention to the way we have presented the
nessage, but it may not enly be that., God ds
sovereign and it nay be that His purpose is, as in
Isaiagh'!s nministry end in Jeremiah's ministry and

in our Lord's ministry, that the gospel should not

" be communicated in the sense of, being accepteds

- strange though that may scems  But at all events,
as our Lord wos faced with in this situation,‘le
recognised that God is sovereign. "I thank thoe,
Father, Lord of heawven and earth, that thou hast
hidden these thlngs from some and revealed them

to others, yecda Father, for it is woll plea51ng in
_-thy gight." - Jesus then renows the rejccted gospel

T offers MCome anto me -all that. labour wnd are heavy
_laden and I will give youw rest"

A recollection of the soverelgnty of God rcleas=
es the preacher from the tension.of wondering what
"has gone wrong, and enables him to persist in spite
of disappointment 'in the knowledge that Ged is
sovoreigns. It is our duty to pray and to study and
to learn how to commumicate the gospel, but in the
end, God is sovercign. Ve mugt persist in the
gospel over though we See no rvegults. . In fact,
however, God will give us:iresults because we are
ministering the gospel of: the-new covenant of 1life,
not ministering the old covenant, as Moses . and
Jeremishj ‘but nevertheless, our ministry is not
Judgod by its results, because in much of the:
-ministry of  the Word of Gody the results orc noit

" apparent or available for eotaloguing..This. may be
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verified, for example, by asking Christians the
history of their spiritual lives., One learns that
some falthful minister, mon or womay, Sunday School
teacher oxr day school teacher; or teacher of spcecianl
religious instruction 2t school, has ministered the
Words ‘it has been accepted and has changed the
person’s lifosy but the onec,  ministering it has been
quite unaware, and is in no position to find out.
Vory ofton thoe person concerned has himsclf nover
known or has forgotten the name of the one who was
the means of his conversion. A knowledge that God
is at work to bless through the gospel, will
strengthen us . to ‘persevere without constantly row
flecting on What, Air any, -are the rosults, the
visible rosults, of our ministry. Once a minister
begins to reflect on whethor he is goetting any
results, tho only sort of results he is likely to

. see arc buildings or organizations, and they aro
“.the least dimportant of 2ll.,. Or it may. be the
number of poople in the congregation or the numbor
of organizations within the parish. How these
results are irrelevant - not completely irrelevant «
but are meaningless in themsclves., Thoy are not

the key things to be aimed at. A ministor must
work by faith in the knowledge of Godls sovercigntye.
Hig labour will not be in vain in the Lord cven
“though he doos not sce its full rosults, So long

a8 he keeps his messagey his methods ond his objoce
tives in conformity with God's mind revealed in
Scripturc, God will acknowledge his ministry.

.God'g sovoreignty is the ground of praver.
This isg well dillustratced in St. Paul who prayed
threc times for the thorn in. tho flesh to. be
renoved, He was oaware that God was able o answor
that prayer and therceforc he poerscvered., And we
are to glorify God by proyer and by specific potm
itional prayers, There is a modern fad which says
that petition in prayer is oune of the least importe
ant parts pf prayer.“ However, the Lord's Prayer,
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for exsmple, consists entirely of peotition; six
petitions, Of course, the potitions are very im-
portant ones, and in particulor, the first poetition
is that God's name will be honoured. If you hove
prayed for that vou have prayved for overything.

And if that 418 the first thing thot arises in your
heart vhen you address God in prayer, well, you
“have got your attitude to God rightly adjusted.
Nevertheless, 'Hallowed by thy nane' is petition.

By bringing our petitions to God we ackinowledge

His sovereignty and His loveos. In other words, we
acknowledge His character. Thus we worship Hin.

To persceverce in prayver is our cxcorcise of faith and
an expression of our understanding of the sovercign-
ty of Gode We ore to live a life of faith in the
revealed character of Gods Of this revealed charace—
ter of God the first and basic truth is that He is
Loxrd of heaven and carth, #
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