






















The enrly Ch:vis tinns hero af'f'ir1:t · thn t God I s sovereign­
ty is complete. At tho cor.1plction of' His prnycr in 
Gothsemnno Jesus snw His orucif'.ixion ns tho cup which 
His f'nther had given Hi□ (Jolm 18:11). Consequently, 
Ho was nbJ.ci .to co□mit His :cause 11 to Hirai who judges 
righ·teously" os St, Peter put it (I Pot •. 2:23). 
St,· Bo tor goes on to exhort those who sctrer · 0ocord­
ing to tho Will.. of' God, to conn:ii t thei:I:' lives to 
God, their f'0ithf'ul Creator (1 ?ete:I:' 4:.19). 

Fro□ tho point o:f view of history t...'1.o. crucifix-
. i·on of Christ was only just one event out of' in­

nur.ieroblo siuilnr events. It was indistinguishnblo 
f'rom all the other events 15of'ore it ond af'ter it1 
it,wos nn event 6:f .history. But with regard to 
11:l:!a event wo have had, ns it wore, the curtain 
drawn. aside nnd .we have tho .Word of' God af'f'irming 
that this event ·wns under God I s contrci!, teaching us tho 
that every event is to be.thought o:f in the Somo 
way, God docs not control one•:ovont only, but all 
events, . Every event in. your lif'e is undoJ? God 1 s 
wJ:ltrol, ·nocording to .the teoohing of' the Scripture. 
That does not in any woy□oke f'or determinism or 
diminish the reality of' our responsibility, If' 
this causes a ,problom·it is beoouso our way df' 
thinking about God is wrong, 11 You shall be as 
God" - that was tho bait by which-Satan tomptod 
1:ian, and over since tho f'oll we deal with God as 
somo•ono 'over bgainst us, someone more or loss on 
an equality with us, as thoug·h wo wore gods our­
selves, But scriptu re teaches that our relation 
to God is qui to dif'f'oron t really. · He is tho one 
"in whom we live ond move and have our being", Ho 
:is· sustaining us every mo□ont, oven when we are 
rebollio'Lls against hin. Ho sustains our beiI1g; and 
Ee sustains tho beings of' all His creation, And, 
therefore, His controFo:f our lif'o · and of' tho 
events □round :us is coopleto; b11t this docs not in 
any woy wookon tho reality o:f tho natures Ho h0s 
created. That:. ought to ,be obvious if' you rof'loct 
that God knew f'ron tho b'oginning His intentions, 



Events do not take Hir::i by surprise, He does not 
have to i�proviso, or reflect on what Ho should do 
nex·t, In creating us with a certain nature He 
works through.the nature He created, and therefore, 
fron our point of view, everything will seem to be 
nntural, It was oxtrnorclinarily natural that those 
Snbboans and Chaldoans should want to enrioh .them­
selves at Job's expense when they got tho chnnce, 
Their responsibility was real, for they know what 
they were doing was wrong and they will be judged 
for it, So too tho Assyrians were responsible for 
iLeir notions, They ,1ere conscious that the notions 
were their own, and yet they were doing God's work 
and, as Habakkuk saw, the cruelties of tho Chaldeans 
wns working God 1 s purposes of judgment. God,· 
therefore, works through our nature; through·<ttio 
natures He has mbde, Therefore, He will work 
physical things through physical natures and moral 
things through·mornl natures,· In His blossing:·of 
us Ho will work through our wills, through our 
1ninds, through our emotions, through our •responses, 
and in doing so the roali ty of' ou.r own action; is 
not weakened, Wo are conscious that we are respon­
sible and we know that what we will, we will wit h  
ou:t own will, As St, Paul put it, we are therefore 
obliged to work out-our own salvation with fear 
and trembling, for it. is God who works in--us·both 
to will and to do (Philippians 2: 13). "Work out 
your own salvation with,f·oar and trembling". This 
sentence underlines our responsibility and·if' we 
neglect to do tho things that wo ought to do we 
will be held responsible and will have no one but 
ourselves to blame. For we know in ourselves.that 
we are responsible for doing ·what is right, And 
yet at the same time we arc not to regard ourselves 
as indopendont·,.· as though tho good we do were· from 
ourselves, because the Scripture makes clear that 
all the good that is in us is God 1 s gift to us, 
because it i.s God who wills within us to will mid 
do of' His good pleasure, Moreover, as sinners· we 

•are incapable of doing good apart from God 1 s gift,
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.One of' tho probler.1s in our Ullderstanding of' this 
truth is that there.is no parallel in our experience 

.to.the relati onship of' a real though secondary will 
tci a sovereign will; wo can ,experience •it but we 
cannot pa;rallc:!. :i,t by observing similar examples 
outs·ido of' ourselves, and that pros.ants us with a 
clif'f'i.culty in :understanding it •. But, nevertheless, 
these two things nro very cloaJ:'.lY tnught in tho 
Scripture nnd true i n  experience that we arc .ros­
ponsibl'o f'or our notions an.d that God is sovereign 
.in the1:i. Everything will be natural because God 
will be worlcing through nature. For example, in 
blessing. tho world He r.1akes. tho sun to rise. That 
is the way Jesus put it, but we are more. accustomed 
to say thnt. tho sun rises, But the truth .. is that it 
is God who makes tho sun to rise;. He raakos tho. sun 
to rise every day,· every day,. every day. Why the 
regularity? Because there is no reason. why He 
should change. · We say that :i. t is natural f'or the 
sun to rise, and this is true. But we sho.uld s.ee 
beyond 'nature I to the hand of' God. So, too,, He 
work s through our moral. natures, and f'rom one 
point of' view, everything w;i.11 seem to be. natural . 
But we =ke a great mistake if' we think tho t 
.•nature'. is the f'.inal explanation. The eye.of'
f'aith is able.to sec God's hand and.that is why we
can·'pray,to Him and commit•our·causc to Him,. For
Ho is our sovereign,,, righteous and f'aithf'ul creator,

At 'this point a question may be asked about 
the apparent clash within the will of' God. For 
example, .in the event of' the crucif'ixion, it was 
the Holy Spirit who warned the culprits not to go 
on.in their sins; they knew that.what they wore 
doing was wrong; God did not want them to ,.do it, 
and. yet the event was His will, so that .there seems 
to b.e a conf'lict 'within the will of' .God. 

The best woy to resolve the parodox is to use 
two dif'f'erent terms because there ore two dif'f'erent 







Him._ You cannot trust God or ho1wur Hin un1oss you 
•know what His pror:1ises ar�; unlei,s you know,·· :for
exnr.1ple, that in Ro1:1ans 8 :28-30 God proniscs that

. all things will work tcgethc:r: · :for good to. tho so who
love him. He is able to work all things togethor
:for good becousc Ho is soveroign, He has proniised
that they will all war� togethor :for go od and
there:fore you can tfust Him, and honour Hi□ by
trusting Him. Your trust is your worship o:f Hin,
because �orship and honour aro only two di:ff'ercnt
words :for the sane thing. Thus, :faith is basic
Christian worship,

For those who trust God contentr.iont and enjoy-
1118lat take the pl.ace o:f anxiety, and thank:fulnoss
wells ·in us as we ro.olizo that tho sovereign Godls
the source o:f our blessing, Prayer .is based on ... the
sovereignty o:f God, There· is an idea· current in .
some theological circles tha f· God ha's limited Him;_
self' by giving man a will, That. is not an idea
:found in Scripture, in :fact it negates all r'eligion.
For example, if' I pray to Goel to deliver me f'roni · · 
danger, say, f'rom a. b�mdit, it would. not be very
much help to get the reply 11 I am sorry but that man
has got :free will and he is able to knif'e you in the
·the back if' he wants to:·. address your p·rayer to. him
as I have limited. Myself' by giving him a f'ree will",

Proyer is·based on the sovereignty 6:f God, b�t
sometimes our intelligence does not accept that
doctrine, Yet as we are the more vividly conscious
of' His sovereignty, so we will pray with greater
assurance· and also greater vigour, as we know He
hears and :i,s able to answer.· For example, :PsaiJ;J 23
which is an af':firmation of' God 1 s protection, ;i.s
based on God 1 s sovereignty, "Though I pnss through
the valley o:t' the' shadow of' denth, I will f'enr no

evil, ·f'or thou art with inc", God 1 s presence. is
suf'f'icient guarantee that evil will not be present,














