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'Let the dead bury their own dead' - that's 
a well-knovm sayin1,. But whc was responsible 
for it? Would it _surprise you to know that 
it was Jesus who said it? In a way, I 
suppose, it seems out of char.:icter for him. 
After all, one of the chief duties we owe 
t o one another is to see that we have a 
proper burial. Even the body of a dog e r 
a cat should be treated with s ome des ree of 
care ; we certainly wouldn't expect hum.::i.n 
r2mains t c be tipped out on a ::·arbat: e heap, 
or j ::;nored. Ye:: the command of Jesus s ·::ancls 
1 Let the <l end bury their own dead. ' 

In fact, when you l ook at the stcry from 
which t hese words come:: , the sit·L1.'.1Lion is 
wors e than you r.ii p,hl: e;~pect , For Je~us had 
c2lled a man t o follow him , a nd the man 
excused himself , f o r the momen:.: only, witb 
the wcrd s 'Sir, f irst !et me [O back and 
b'Jry my father , 1 It w;:is in that context 
t hat Jesus replied 1 Let the dead bury their 
m.m <lend , ' 

It is worse, isn't it? After <111, this W-'ls 
a spec i fic occasion; a real father and n 
real s on , As well, we have the fact thnt 
it was a fath.:~r ~nd s on, Like it '.) r no t, 
we have extraord~nary duties towards members 
0 £ ou:. Ow"'Il fnmiJ.y, and, in pnrticula r, ()Ur 

parents . This wns fully recoKnised in the 
days of Jesus, and yet he was urging this 
man to avoid an imperative responsibility. 
The whole saying appears uncharacteristic 
of the Jesus we knew. 

Partly, this is because we don't know Jesus. 
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We ar~ awnre that he wns a supremely good man, and we 
therefore create a pic tur e o f him in our min<ls in 
accordance with what we mean by [Oodness. But we are 
nn t p,ood ourselves, and s o our ideas o f HOOdness are 
often ascray. What, then , did Jesus mean? 

In th.::~ first place it is important t 0 r1otice that Jesus 
was not lettinr-~ us nff the hook when it comes to lookin~ 

after our p.c.rents, c.live o r cead. He reserved some o f 
his stron res t criticism o f c~rtain af his c ont emporaries 
whu were usinf re1ip: i on as an e;xcusc f or nc(; lcct of 
L'.lmily. Ho, whnt he is doinp; is tak::.nr; one o f the most 
sacred of all human oblip,ations and comparing it with ciur 
obl i 1-o-ation to f oll '.)W him. When thac is d'.me, it remains 
more important to follow Christ t~an any~hin:- else i n 
jil:e, even th2 buria l of n dead parent. Such a chc,icc:: 
wuld ah1ost nt::ver c ccur, of course; Lut Jesus put :it 
like that s o we would ~e t the po i nt, 

This t cc:lls us two -~mporum·t thiG.gs. First, that Jesus 
re~arded him3clf a3 at the centre o f relirion. Christianity 
is n0t .:::i relig i on invented by Jesus; it is a relif;ion in 
which Jesus is worshipperl. An<l he had no hesitation in 
claim~nf such a plelcE:, evcm tl:ou ~·h h e was a thorouf!ly 
'::00d mcm. 

Secc nd it is a challenge t o us . Too many folk are si=cret 
Christians, or half-Christians, Gr fellow-travellers with 
Christians. This is net enouqh. If Jesus is anything t o 
;ou , he must be everythinf . He c£1lls you, as he c.:illed 
that man, 'follow me.' And n o excuse will evE·r warcant 
a neglect of that command. 



THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
is brondcast every Sunday at 
7.10 p.m . over Radio 2CH 

Copies of these weekly broadcast s may 
be obtained ($5 per year posted) by 
writing t o The Christian Faith, c/-
2CH, York Street, Sydney N.S.W. 2000 

19/10/80 Lf2/80 


