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"IS THERE ROOM IN YOUR HEART FOR ME?"
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IS THERE ROOM IN YOUR HEART
FOR ME? Th is  is  th e  c ry o f th e  lit t le  d a rk
childre n . Th e y a re  n o t  a r t ic u la te  to  p le a d
with  yo u  b y wo rd s . Much  a s  a  wis tfu l -e ye d
p u p p y in  a  p e t s h o p  win d o w p le a d s  with  th e
p a s s e rs -b y,  s o  is  th e ir m u te  a p p e a l. B u t  in
re tu rn  fo r lo ve  a n d  kin d n e s s  s h o wn  to  th e m ,
th e y p o u r o u t a  we a lth  o f lo ve  a n d  d e vo tio n

fo r re wa rd .  We  wh o  h a ve  c h ild re n  o f o u r o wn
fa il, some time s , to re a lis e  the  gre a t gulf be twe e n
the  privile ge s  of the  white  ch ild  compa re d  with
th o s e  o f th e  d a rk  c h ild . Be fo re  th e  a d ve n t
of the  white  ma n, the  a borigine s  we re  not colour
conscious. Whe n  firs t we  worke d  a mongs t the
fu ll -b loods  o f Arnhe m La nd  we  we re  the  one s
wh o  we re  p itie d  fo r o u r c o lo u r (th o u g h  s o m e -
tim e s  we  we re  a s s o c ia te d  with  m yth ic a l,  fa ir-
skinne d "pe ople " fro m the dream -times of
le ge nd). The  a borig ine s  we  kne w ca lle d  the m-
s e lve s  "b la ckfe llows " (though, re a lly, the y we re
n o t b la c k),  with  n o  s e n s e  o f in fe rio rity. Th e y
wa ite d  on  u s  ha nd  a nd  foo t,  he lp ing  u s  kind ly
ove r rough places a nd through dangerous
country. Th e y we re  a  kin d ly p e o p le ,  a gentle -
ma nly p e o p le . . . .

Tha t ha s  cha nge d. The  fe w a borigine s  s ca t-
te re d a mongs t ma ny white  pe ople  toda y a re  only
too cons c ious  of the ir colour. Th e y lo n g  to  b e
wh ite ,  like  u s ,  a n d  to  e n jo y o u r fre e d o m  a n d
opportunitie s . Bu t  it  is n ' t  o n ly  a  m a t t e r  o f
colour. The y a re  now a  pe op le  "s ca tte re d  a nd
pe e le d", a s  Is a ia h  pu ts  it: s trippe d  of the ir pa s t
g lo ry,  th e ir d ig n ity,  th e ir h o p e . A home le s s
pe ople . And to the  true  Aborigina l, home  me a ns
a lmos t e ve rything. Whe n  we  s pe a k o f "home ",
we  u s u a lly t h in k  o f  a  h o u s e ; n o t  s o the

Eve ry moun-
ta in  a nd c re e k, e ve ry outc rop  of rock or h idde n
poo l ha s  me a n ing , s ign ific a nce , importa nce  to
h im . The s e  a re  the  pla ce s , he  be lie ve s , whe re
d we ll th e  u n b o rn  s p irit c h ild re n . Up ro o t  h im
from  the s e  s u rround ings  a nd  he  m a y la ngu is h
a nd die  me nta lly, a nd s ome time s  phys ica lly, like
A n tae us, separa ted from Mothe r Ea rth by
He rc u le s ' m ig h ty a rm s .

Th e a borigine s ha ve a secret life , ofte n
u n d re a m e d  o f b y m e n  w h o  m a y h a ve  live d
a mongs t the m for ye a rs . It  is  n o t  a ll e vil,  a s
s o m e  ig n o ra n t m e n  c la im ; m u c h  o f it is  g o o d .
Unde rs ta nding the  a borigine s  me a ns  more  tha n
m e re ly le a rn in g  th e ir  k in s h ip  a n d  m a rr ia g e
cus toms , the ir be lie fs  a nd  ce re monie s  (though
th is  ca n  he lp ). Tru e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  is  o f th e

No t  e ve ry w h ite  m a n  is  a llo w e d  to  s h a re
th is  s e c re t life  o f th e  a b o rig in a l in  h is  o rig in a l
se tting. Th e y a re  a  ve ry s e n s it ive  p e o p le ,
in te n s e ly je a lo u s  le s t  th e  wro n g  m a n  m ig h t
be tra y or mock. Whe n, in  his  e a rly twe ntie s , the

"S ky P ilo t" h a d  g re y h a ir  a n d  a  lo n g ,  b u s h y
be a rd. Amongs t the  Arnhe m La nd na tive s , be a rds
a re  not grown a s  e a s ily a s  a mongs t the  Ara nda .
Gre y ha ir, a nd a  be a rd, to  the  a borigina l, me a nt
a n old ma n! And only old me n could s ha re  s ome
of the  s e c re ts . Be s id e s ,  h e  wa s  a  write r b y
tra ining a nd na tura l ins tinc t, fond of poe try, a nd
e xtre m e ly s e ns itive  to  "a tm os phe re ". Tr ivia l
things , ma ybe , b u t ve ry im porta n t to the
a borigina l.

S o  h e  wa s  a c c e p te d  a s  a  tru s te d  frie n d ,  a n
"o ld " fr ie n d  o f th e  t r ib e . As  th e  o ld  m e n
s q u a tte d  ro u n d  th e  s a c re d  tju rin g a s ,  it wa s  a
s igh t ne ve r to  be  fo rgo tte n . The s e  s ymbols  of
th e  e te rn a l d re a m  t im e  n o  lo n g e r re m a in e d
p ie c e s  o f s to n e  wo rn  s m o o th  b y th e  g e n t le
s troke  of countle s s  finge rs , the  s oft, whis pe ring
cha n t took on  a  ne w me a n ing . The  e a rth  wa s
yo u n g  a g a in ,  a n d  m yth ic a l h e ro e s  a n d  th e
a nce s tors  of the  tribe  s e e me d s o c los e  tha t one
c o u ld  to u c h  th e m  b y m o vin g  a  h a n d . De e p
e m o tio n  s tirre d  th e  m e n ; e ye s  g ro wn  d im  a n d
wa te ry b y a g e  s p a rkle d  with  re n e we d  yo u th .
Th is ,  to  th e  a b o rig in a l,  wa s  th e  p la c e  wh e re
s o u l a n d  s p irit we re  re ju ve n a te d . He re  wa s
s tre n g th ,  c o u ra g e ,  h o p e  fo r th e  fu tu re . He re
wa s  th e  p la c e  wh e re  a  P a u l c o u ld  h a ve  s e e n

th e  m o s t o f it .
Bu t th e re  a re  n o t m a n y P a u ls  a m o n g s t th e

mis s iona rie s  of toda y, or the  ye s te rda y of which
w e  w r i t e . . . .

An  a s s is ta n t,  30  ye a rs  a go ,  wa s  a  ze a lo t by
na ture . He  h a d  a  c o n t e m p t  fo r  t h e  "s illy
m yth s " o f th e  d a rk p e o p le ; h e  d e s p is e d  th e ir
be lie fs . Whe n , by a n  unfortuna te  a cc ide n t, he
s tumble d on a  s a cre d tjuringa , he  kicke d it a bout
in  th e  d u s t with  h is  g re a t b o o ts ,  to  s h o w th a t

a n  id o l. He  wa s  no t s pe a re d  by the  wa rrio rs ,
for c ivilis a tion  ha d  a lre a dy come  to  the  d is tric t;
bu t it wa s  no t a  p ie ce  o f s tone , bu t the  b roke n
he a rts  o f a  dying  ra ce  tha t he  wa s  kicking  in to
t h e  d u s t . . . .

"Corrobore e s ," he  s a id, we re  e vil; the y s hould
b e  s ta m p e d  o u t a t a ll c o s ts . An d  h e  a p p lie d
th e  te rm  to  e ve ry k in d  o f n a t ive  c e re m o n y,
re g a rd le s s  o f its  o b je c t o r m e a n in g . By th e
s a me  log ic , a n  a borig ina l cou ld  group  toge the r
a  Churc h  s e rvic e ,  a n  a rm y pa ra de , a  da nc e , a

c a ll th e m  `c o rro b o re e s ",  a n d  th in k o f th e m  a s
th e  wh ite  m a n 's  "re lig io n ".

But ma ny ye a rs  ha ve  ro lle d  by. Ma n y o f th e
s e c re t be lie fs  d ie d  with  the  b roke n-he a rte d  o ld
m e n  o f th e  trib e ,  wh o  g u a rd e d  th e ir tru s t to o
fa ith fu lly to  ris k pa s s ing  the m on  to  a  younge r,
una ppre cia tive ge ne ra tion corrupte d b y the
white  ma n's  wa ys .

Mo s t  o f th e  d a rk  c h ild re n  o f to d a y kn o w
n o th in g  o f th e  g lo ry o r th e  p rid e  o f ra c e  th a t
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"OFF TO SUNDAY SCHOOL."
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once  was  the irs . The y know noth ing  of the
s truggle  for e xis te nce in  h a rd  a n d  p itile s s

whe re  a  white  ra ce  would ha ve  fa ile d unde r
s imila r conditions . The y know nothing a bout
the ir a nce s tors  or the  he roe s  of the  e te rna l
d re a m  tim e  . . . . .  O fte n  th e y a re  a s h a m e d
of the ir colour a nd a nce s try, influe nce d by the
firs t ignora nt s e ttle rs , who kille d  wha t the y
fea red and mocked wha t they could not unde r-
stand. Ho w wro n g  it a ll is !

And the  s oft -e ye d childre n of the  ra ce  we
des troyed look a t us  with wis tful eyes , hoping to
s ha re , with La za rus , s ome  of the  crumbs  from
the  rich ma n's  ta ble . Wha t is  our a ns we r?  Are
we  to  re duce  the  numbe r of childre n  in  our
care, as some advise, because of shortage
of funds ? The  fina l a ns we r re s ts  with  our
readers  and supporters .

BUILDING P ROGRAMME: It is  expected
tha t our four ne w rooms  will be  c omple te d
e a rly ne xt month . Though orig ina lly the y
we re  inte nde d for s tore rooms  a nd office s , it
ha s  now be e n de cide d to us e  the  one  a djoin-
ing the  now e nla rge d kitche n a s  a  childre n's
dining room. This  will me a n a dde d comfort
for the  childre n, a nd a  gre a t s a ving of work.
At pre s ent a ll mea ls  a re  cooked in the  Mis s ion
Hous e  a nd ca rrie d  a c ros s  to  the  childre n 's
quarters . In  we t we a the r th is  is  ve ry incon-
ve nie nt, a nd it ta xe s  our limite d s ta ff; a ls o, it
is  difficult to ke e p me a ls  wa rm a nd a ttra ctive
in winte r whe n the y ha ve  to be  ca rrie d s ome
dis ta nce  a cros s  the  fros ty gra s s  be fore  be ing
served.

THE FETE: Owing to  the  unus ua l ra ins
for this  time  of the  ye a r, it wa s  mos t difficult
to prepa re  the  Mis s ion Fa rm for the  Fe te  ea rly
this  month. Time  tha t wa s  re a lly ne e de d for
comple ting s he ds  a nd s he lte rs  ha d to s pe nt
re pa iring the  drive wa y! It lo o ke d  a s  if o u r
function would be  lite ra lly, "wa s he d-out". But
ma ny pe ople  we re  pra ying, a nd we  ha d a  hot,
s unny day for the  7th. No s oone r was  the  Fe te
ove r than the  ra in came  down aga in in inches .
We  ha d a bout 2,000 pe ople  a t the  Fe te , a nd

This  exceeded
our expecta tions , and was  much be tte r than the
re s ults  from Fe te s  he ld in  the  S ydne y Town
Ha ll. We  wis h to tha nk a ll thos e  who ma de
this  pos s ible . Firs t, our fa ithful prayer pa rtne rs ;
next, a ll thos e  who dona ted gifts  for the  s ta lls ;
the  many volunta ry workers  who gave  so much
of the ir time  a nd e ne rgy; a nd thos e  who s up-
ported us  by the ir pre s ence  and by the  a rticle s
purchased from the  s ta lls .

At the  Nove mbe r Me e ting, the  Council of
the Sky P ilot Fe llowship passed a special
resolution to the  effect that it was  fully conscious
of the  s ple ndid work be hind the  s ce ne  ca rrie d
out so fa ithfully by the  members  of the  Women's

Auxilia ry, a nd Volunta ry He lpe rs . The  P a rk-

e fforts , wa s  s pe cia lly to be  congra tula te d.
RALLIES , AND S UNDAY S CHOOL P IC-

NICS : S eve ra l Churches  have  ava iled them-
se lves  of our picnic grounds  for Sunday School
P icnics , e tc. Although not a ll the  s he lte r s heds
have been completed, we have sufficient shelter,
toge the r with tables, etc., for the average-
s ized party. The re  is  an e lectric urn ava ilable ;
a ls o, we  ha ve  s oft drinks  a nd ice  cre a m a t the
Miss ion s tore . About two acres  of gras s land is
ava ilable  for games , and ten acres  of bushland
for thos e  who like  ra mbling ove r the  c re e k.
We  a re  g la d  to  ma ke  th is  a va ila b le  to  the
various  Churches  and othe r Organis a tions , but
it is  neces sa ry to book it ahead, to avoid clash-
ing with othe r pa rtie s . The re  is  no cha rge .

THE ARMY TATTOO: Mr.  a n d  Mrs .  M.
P orte r took a ll the  da rk childre n to the  Army
Ta ttoo, to which the y ha d be e n kindly invite d
by the  Eas te rn Command. It wa s  a  wonde rful
e ve ning for the  childre n, a nd will live  in the ir
memorie s  for a  long while . The  pe trol for the
trip wa s  dona te d (a t his  own s ugge s tion!) by
Mr. J .  S mith , o f the  Bull a nd  Bus h  S e rvice
S ta tion, Ba ulkha m Hills . We  do a ppre cia te
the s e  kind ly a c tions  wh ic h  b ring  s o  muc h
ple a s ure  to the  childre n.

KATOOMBA BRANCH: The Katoomba
Bra nch of the  Wome n's  Auxilia ry of the  S ky
P ilo t Fe llows hip  he ld  the ir Annua l Me e ting
in Octobe r. They have  a  tota l of 33 members
now, a nd  the  "S ky P ilo t" wa s  a b le  to  s how
them some coloured s lides  of the  da rk children
a nd the  Mis s ion Fa rm. Mis s  0. Dye r, 0.B.E.,
the  P re s ide nt, is  to be  congra tula te d on the
work of this  Bra nch. They have  ra ised a lmos t

THE DARK CHILDREN: Ra lph is  s till in
hos pita l, whe re  he  s e e ms  to be  ma king good
progress. The re  is  ye t s ome  doubt re ga rding
the  na ture  of his  illne s s , but the y a re  ta king
no cha nce s  with him. He  is  be ing tre a te d for
tube rculos is , but he  is  putting on we ight, a nd
looks  ve ry we ll. He  is  a  gre a t fa vourite  with a ll
who see  him. Ever s ince  this  work was  es tab-
lis he d it ha s  be e n our pra ctice  to ha ve  a ll the
da rk childre n (a nd s ta ff) che cke d a t re gula r
inte rva ls  for T.B., a s  a  precautiona ry meas ure .
In this  wa y, it is  pos s ible  to ma ke  s ure  tha t no
ne w child brings  a ny infe ction into the  Home .
As  we  ha ve  our own cows  to s upply milk for
the children, these also are tested. The  childre n
a re  looking forwa rd to the  pa rtie s  tha t us ua lly
take place  before  Chris tmas . The y do not ge t
a s  ma ny a s  city childre n do, but it looks  a s  if
th is  ye a r it will be  d ifficult to  find  s uffic ie nt
fre e  da te s  for a ll tha t frie nds  ha ve  in  s tore
for the m.
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