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One of the most important questions that can be asked is the question 
of 'where do we go when we die?' As we think of some Christian friend who ha s · 
passed the vale of .death , whi::tt should our thoughts be? What is the Chri s tio.n 
hope for li.fe beyond dea th? This is an important o.nd inte r e sti ng questlon, which 
touches us all very closely; but from the nature of the case, we ccnrot nnswc r i t 
from our own experience; it can only be answered from God's Word, for .Cod aloEE; 
'is able to reveal the truth as to what lies beyond the curtain of deo.th. For He 
alone knows, Now the Bible is God 1 s word. To it then we must turn for c111 o.nswc r 
to our question. 

Sc turning to the Bible we o. r c impressed by our Lord ' s wo r ds to the 
penitent thief, who wa s being crucified on a cross a longside Hi s . These words 
bear very directly on the question ' where do we go when we die?' In Luke 23:24 
we r e ad "And Jesus SD. id unto him, truly I say unt o thee todny thou shn. lt be with 
me in p c. radise. '' We know from e lsewhe re in the New Te stnrnent thc.t pa r nd i st, is 
another n.'"tme for heo.ven. This o.s surancc of J esus to His compc.nion i s a ll the 
mo re r ernn. rkuble because the dying thie f was c onverted only i n th <..; last mo.:ionts of 
his life . He wc.s without o.ny of the benefits of Church rite s , but on the confossicn 
of his sinful way of life , und on his exp r essed f a ith i n J e sus as Lord, h o 
rcce i ved the promise that he wou l d be with Christ i n po.ro.disc on the very day c,f 
his death. He went from the cross t o the crown. 

Our Lord taught this same truth that the Christian goos straight tc 
Heaven a t death , in his story of the rich mo.n and the bog~o. r Lazarus in Luke 16. 
At deatL, La zarus goe s without de l ay t o r est and bliss and j oy , wh ile the s in.11.e r 
goes t o he ll, _to tome nts , t o qu ot e J esus ' word. 

Turning t o the t ea ching of St . Po.ul we find thE1t the Apostle 
expres ses the same truth clearly . He wrote in 2 Corinthio.ns 5 ''V\fo know that if 
the earthly h o use of ·ou r tabe rnacle is d i sso lved we have :, building frou God, o. 
h ouse not no.de with h ands , e t e r nn J. in the heo.vons • • • • knowinc tho.t, whilst we c.ro 
nt h one in the body, we arc absent from the Lord (for we wa l k by fo.ith, no t by 
sight); we nre of good c ou rage , I say, o.nd are willing rather to be absent from 
the body , r.nd to be a t h o1ae with the Lord," In these ve rses St . Paul tcache.s 
the Ccrinthians th at wh e n we l enve our b od i es we are ushe r ed int o the p r esence of 
our Sc.vi our, VJho is sco.ted o.t GcU. ' s ri ght h,r:nd in heaven, 

In his l ette r to the Philippians the Apos tle P::cu l r opeo.ts the sci.r:ie 
sentiments , saying 11 F.or , to me t o live is Christ , anu t o die is ga i n . , •• I .'.11:-, i n 
o. strait betwixt the t "10 , having the desire t o depart nnd be wit h Christ; fo r ' it 
is very fur better" . Notice how tho .Apostle te[~che s his readers t u be confide1~t 
that death ushers them into t he p r e sence Cl f Chri st, v1h o i s i n hco.vcn . 

···- -:-. 

Thus a s we think of. the pn·ssing,c:( our Ch:ristin.i:1 friends, nr, indeed , 
as we fa.c c that valley ourse lves , our heo.rts sh ould not trer.i.b l c no r be afro.id, nnr 
shrink, but we shou ld have ponce o.nd ;i oy through r cmenbe ring thnt ou r Snv i ou r Christ 
will rece ive us. In Rcve l ati cm 14: 13 we r enc.1 ''And I heard a voice from heaven 
, o.ying , Write this down , Blessed a. r e the de d which d i e in the Lor d fr o,n. hcncefcrth: 
yeo. , saith the Spirit, that they mny r es t from their l nbours; for their works 
f ollow with them. 11 

The que stion mo.y o. ri se in our mi nd s as t o h ow i·t is p ossible that we 
who o.re so marred by sin and impe rfect i on should ente r i mmed iately int o heaven, 
thctt p l ace of perfections. The o.nswer is simple: we ent e r into God ' s presence not 
by our own right , but by Christ ' s; ndt clothed with our own virtues , but with 
Christ ' s . st . Paul ' s hope , s o h o tolu the Philippians, WC\S "to be found in Christ, 
not having o. righteousness of my own, namely tho.t which is cf the lnw, but thot 
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One of the most important questions that can be asked is the question 
of 'where do we go when we die?' As we think of some Christian friend who has · 
passed the vale of ,death , whut should our thought a be? ·vilha t is the Chri st io.n 
hope for li.fe beyond death? This is an important and inte r esti ng ques tion, which 
touches us all very closely; but from the natu re of the co.se, we cannot answe r it 
from our own experience; it can only be answered from God's Word, for God o. lo1le 
'is o.ble to reveal the truth as to what lies beyond the curtain of decth. For He 
alone knows, Now the Bible is God's word. To it then we must turn for Cll1 c.nswc r 
to our question. 

Sc turning to the Bible we nro impressed by our Lord ' s words to the 
penitent thief., who wo.s being crucified on a cross alongside His . These wo1·ds 
bear very directly on the question ' whe r e do we go when we die? ' In Luke 2:3:24 
we r ead "And Jesus s o id unto him, truly I say unto thee today thou shn lt be with 
me in pcro.dise." We know from e lsewhe r e in the New Tcstarnent thc.t po.rndisc i s 
anothern;m;;-for heaven. This c.s surancc of J es us to His compc.nion i s a ll the 
mo re remnrkable because the dying thief was c onverted only i n th u l o.s t mo,:icmts of 
his life . He wc.s without any of the benefits of Church rite s , but on tho c onfess i on 
of his sinful way of life, and on his exp r essed faith i n Jesus o.s Lord, h...; 
received the promise thnt he wou l d be with Christ i n pc.radise on the ve r y do.y Gi' 

his death. He went fr om the cross to tho crown. 

Our Lord taught thi s same truth thnt the Christian goes straight tc. 
Heaven a t death , i n his st ory of the rich mo.n and tho bcgEo. r Lazarus in Luke 16. 
At deatt, La zarus goe s without de l ay t o r est and bliss and joy, wh ile the s in.YJ.e r 
goos t o he ll, _t o torments, t o quote J es us ' word. 

Turning t o the t ea ching of St . Paul we find th£1t the Apost l e 
expres ses the same truth clourly . He wr ote in 2 Corinthians 5 "V'ic: know thnt if 
the earthly h ouse of ·~u r to.bc rnacle is d i sso lved we have :, building fro!.l God, a 
house not mo.de with hands, ete r na 1 in the. hco.vc ns . • •• knowi rq'.; tho.t , whilst wc c.re 
a t home in . tho b ody, wc uro o.bsont from the Lord (for we wo. lk by fo.i th, not by 
si ght); we u r c of good cou rage , I say, and a.re willir.g r 1:1.the r to be o.bserit from 
the body , nnd t o be a t ho1:-te with the Lord," I n these verses St . Pau l tcuches 
the Cc rinthinns that when we l enve our bGdies we a r e ushered int o the p r csc.:ncc of 
our Saviour, VJho is seated at Gee.! ' s ri ght hc.nd in heaven, 

In his letter t o the Ph ilippians the Apost le PClu l r opec,t s tho s::n'.lD 
se ntiments, saying "F.or , to mo t o live is Christ, antl t o die is ga i n •••• I Clrt i n 
o. strait betwixt the t wo , hav.ing the des ire t o depn rt nnd be with Christ; f0r' it 
is very fur bettor" . Notice how the Apos tle tc c~ches his readers t u be confidcr,t 
tha t deo.th ushers them int o t he p r esence Cl f Ch ri st, v1ho i s i n honvon • 

...• --: ... 
Thus a s we think or"' the pnssi.ng c:.f'._ our Ch ri st i an f riends , or, indeed , 

n s we fo.ce tho.t valley ourse lves , ou r hearts sho.uld not trenble no r be a.f r o. id, nor 
shrink , but wo shou l d have peace and ,i oy through r emenbe ring that ou r Savi ou r Christ 
will rece ive us. In Revelaticin 14 : 13 we r end "And I heard a voice from heaven 
- uying, Write this down , Blessed a. r e the deo.d which d i e in the Lor d fr on honce f crth: 
yeo. , saith the Spirit, that they may r est fror:1their l abours; for their wo rk s 
f ollow with them." 

The question may arise in our mi nd s as t o h ow i·t is possible thClt we 
who ure so marred by sin and imperfection sh,)uld ente r i mmcd io.tely i.nt o heaven, 
that place of perfections. The answe r is sir:1ple: we ent e r into God's presence not 
by our own ri ght , but by Christ ' s; n6t clothed with ou r own virtues, but with 
Christ ' s . St . Paul ' s h ope , s o he t old the Philippbns, wo.s "to be found in Christ, 
not having o. ri ghteousne ss of my own, namely tha t which i s cf the kw , but tho t 
which is through faith ii" Christ, o. righte ousness which is .fro .. 1 God by faith. 11 

The t eaching c f the New Testanent is pla in tha.t th ose whv a re trustins 
in Christ i:;o t o be with Hir.i. o. t den th. The Romo.n Cutholic Church , however, 

te a ches , its membe r s to expect t o go to Purgatory. Romun. CGtholics believe not only 
in heo.ven and hell , which o.re t o.ught in the Bible, but a.lso in o. third place, 

purgator y . Hell is f or ir.i.pe nitent' sinners, but purgntory is f or Christians ,m 
their vmy t o heaven. Purgatory is described ns a plo.co 'J f punishr:i.e nt where 

• . • •. 
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Christinn souls suffe r "n raost severe punishne nt1t, t o qu ote the wo r ds of n book 
by n former Ro~n Co.tholic Coo.djut or Archbishop of Sydney, The Archbishop c;c,c s on 
t o describe the se s o uls in purga t ory as endu ring d r eo.dru1 suffcrine; and ngcny . · I 
qu ote fr om page 293 of 'Cnth olic Doctrine' by Arch bi shop Sheean us tnucht in ttic 
Roman Cntholic dny scho ols, "Such a pure;a t o ry is a plnce ()f t e rror dnd t o ri.1c~t; 

the pnins of which differ little fr om those of h e ll, exce pt thnt they don ' ·~ le.st 
f or ' ever, but thnt the re is o. h ope of be ing r c l eq.sod fr om th em" . Fo r RcJr,:o.n Cath oli cs 
who believe this t eo.ching nbout purgntory, dcnth

1

is a t e rrifyint; prospect , for it 
ushe rs us into a place of terror and t orment , the pains of \vhich we nre t o l d diffe r 
little from th ose of Hell , in which we o.re likely t c.1 stay: for thouso.nds ,)f yea.rs. 
Happily , it may be sta ted tho. t the r e is n v menti on in Sc ripture of purt~o.to ry. It is 
nn enti rely ima ginary plnce . It h as no e xistence in fnct , nlthout:;h a r, r ent dea l cf 
Roman Catholic practice is based on a belief i .n its r ea lity , E.:.1wever, no t onl y i s 
Scripture silent o.bout it but the p ossibility of its ex istence is exc luded by the 
plain t eaching of th ose Scripture s which I have a lready qu ot ed , which t eac:h t ho.t 
o.t den th the Chri sti o. n i:;co s t o be with Christ, 

A belief in a place of pa inful purging aft e r cl ea th nri ses fr or: n 
f or ge tfulne ss of the power of God ' s Holy Spirit. It is the Ho ly Spirit Who trnrn:fcr::1s 
us into Christ ' s like ne ss, nnd f or this no l ong p r ocess of puq·; i nr; with pninfu l 
fire is nece ssa ry. li.s ou r hearts ga ze on Christ, nade known t o us i n Sc r iptur e, w,:; 
a rc transfor med by the Ho ly Spirit's powe r i n t o Christ's likeness , frcm c l or y t u 
g l ory, a s St . Pau l puts it . hhen nt deo. th we sha ll sec Christ face to face nnd nL 
longe r in a g lass, da rkly, then we sha ll be like Hir:i, transformed by the sui.1e power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

This is a lso true at Christ' s sec ond c omi ng. Even Roman Catho lics 
a cknowl edge tha t when o ur Lord c omes again. there will be no need fo r pUrf,ato r y ; 
nor a ny place f or it; for the Bible so.ys thnt we whoo.re o. live shall then all be 
changed in o. moment, in the t winkling of o.n eye . Thus, whether at Hi s second c . .Jni nc; , 

or at our entering into His pr esence at dee.th, it i s the powe r . .:;f G.)d wh ich 
transforms us into Christ 1 s likeness . i'i. purgator y is not needed. Such i s the 
tea ching of God 1 s V{or d • 

There is o. sec ond basic error in the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
purgatory . Not only is the trnnsforming powe r of the Ho l y Spirit nei·;lc cted, b ut 
n lso the f or giving wo rk of Christ, This fo r t;e tfulness of Christ's so.t i sfaction f or 
al l ou r sins is illustrated by Car dina l Bc lln r mi ne 's rc::urks about purgatory (Book 2 
Ch . 9). I q..i ote "The torments there a r e s o d r eadfu l th::. t t o ntternpt t o describe 
them would be utte rly in va in . , •• In purco.tory o.r e kep t those who i::i this life had 
r epented indeed of the ir sins but had not pa id the pe:nD, lty due for them." To this 
we may reply thnt if we r epent indeed of our sins, they o. r e c o1c..p l ctc l y fo r gi ven 
us. They a r e blotted out like ['. thick cloud , c:.s the Bi b l e so.ys, 1iie do not ho.ve 
t o pay the penalty for thcrri , for Christ ho.s paid it a ll in His deo.th on the c r oss, 
o. s I said, since the Lord ho.s laid •m Hi m the i n iquity nf us n ll , The r e is r.~J necc1. 
f or purgat ory because there is n,) c onc1emnc.ti on to those ·who a r e trustine; i n Christ 
Jesus. V\ie do not need the purg in6 of purcr-to r y to :ni.cko us worthy of hec.ven f or 
"the blood of Jesus Christ clennscth us fr :::>n a ll s i n" . Hi s death is tho c~n ly 
purgntory or place of clcansinc thnt we need , nnc'. those who have boon washed in the 
bl ood of the Lamb ~re clewnsecl fr om eve r y spot . So you see thnt there is no r oJR 
f or n doctrine of pure;[\tory in New Testc.nent religion. No wonde r, then, there is nc.: 
t ee ching about it in Scripture t o which n l one we Bust go in answe ring the question 
of what lie s beyond denth. On the contrnry the Bibl e teaches us tho. t if we have 
put our f ni th in Christ, if we acknowl ed6e Him ns Lor d , we may l ook forward not onl y 
to His blessing n ow , in this life , but t o bliss hereafter. Not t e rr or and t orment 
in purgatory, but r e st o.nd j oy and hnppiness i n the presence of God in Hc[lven is 
what the Bible a ssures Christi ans will be their portion afte r denth. This is wha.t 
God has pr_epnred for th ose who l cve Hi m. This sure o.nd certain hope sh ould fill 
our thoughts, so that we serve Geel now wi th cheerfulness nncl j oy , nnd rest in Him 
for the future. 



s erl 1c; o.n .. y. 
qu ote fr om page 293 Sheenn o.s tnucht in tl;le 
Roman Co.tholic qo.y schools, 11 Such o. purgatory is a plnce 0f t e rror dnd t o r uc l;l.t; 
the pains of which differ little fr om those of hell, except thnt they d on ' t l ast 
f or' ever , but that the r e is a h ope of be ing r e l eq.sed fr om t hem 11

• Fo r Rono.n Cr.«th ulics 
who believe this t eaching abo ut purgatory, denth' is a t e rrifyi n;; p r ospect, for it 
ushers us into a place of terror and t or mcnt , the pains of \r1hich we a re t o l d C.iffe r 
little from those of Hell, in which we are likely t ~1 stay: for thousands ,)f yea.rs. 
Ho.ppily, it mny be stated t ha t the r e i s n0 1:ienti on in Sc ripture of purt~ntory . It is 
nn entirely ir:in ginary place, It h as no e xistence in fnct, nlthouL;h n i:; r ent clea l cf 
Rom.an Catholic practice is based on a belief in its r eo. li ty , Howeve r, not on l y i s 
Scripture silent about it ·but the p ossibility 'of its existence is exc luded by the 
plain t eaching of those Scriptures which I have a lready qu 0t ed , which t e n c: h t ho.t 
at death the Chri stiu n t;cc s t o be with Christ, 

A belief in a place of l'n inful pur g ing aft e r den th a ri scs fr or : a 
f or ge tfulness of the power of God ' s Holy Spirit, It is the Ho l y Spiri t i'lh o trnmfcr: :1s 
us into Christ' s like ne ss, nnd f or this no l ong process of pur c i ng with painfu l 
fire is necessary, As our h earts guze on Christ, no.de known t o us i n Sc r ipture, w,~ 

a re tra nsfor med by the Holy Spirit's powe r i n t o Christ ' s likeness , f r om g l or y tu 
g l ory, o. s St. Pau l puts it. Fhen r.t den th we shall soc Christ fnco tci fa.cc o.nd m . 
longe r in o. g l ass , da rkly, then we sha ll be like Hi n, transfo rmed by the saue p owe r 
of the Holy Spirit. 

This is a lso true a t Christ' s second c omi ng. Even Roman Catholi cs 
acknowl edge tha t when o ur Lord c omes aga in. the r e will be no need f or purf,nt ory; 
nor a ny place f or it; f or the Bibl e says that we who et re a live shall then o.1 1 be 
chant;ed in a moment, in the t winkling of o.n eye . Thus, whethe r o.t His second c ,>r.1i nc; , 

or a t our entering into His pr esence at dee.th, it i s the powe r .; f G.Jd wh ich 
transforms us int o Christ 's like nes s . A purgatory is n ot needed. Such i s the 
tea ching of Goel 1 s V.:or d . 

The r e is o. sec ond basic e rror in the Romo.n Catholic doctrine of 
purgatory . Not onl y is the transforming powe r of the Ho l y Spirit nec l ect ed , but 
r. lso the f or giving wo rk of Christ . This f oq _i;etfu l ness of Christ ' s snt i sfo.ction fo r 
a ll ou r sins is illustrnted by Car dina l Be llo. r mine ' s rel".lD.rks about pu r gatory (Book 2 
Ch.9). I q..i o te "The tormnts there are s o d r eadfu l th<'. t t o attempt to c~esc ribe 
them wo uld be utterly in vn i n . • •• In pUrGo.tory 11r e kep t those wh o in. this life ho.d 
r epent ed indeed of the ir s ins but had not pa id the pe:nn.lty due f or them . " To this 
we may reply thnt if we r epent indeed of our sins, they are c o1c.p l ctc l y fo r g i ven 
us. They a re blotted out like e thick cloud, as the Bi b l e so.ys. Vie do not h nve 
t o pay the pennlty for them, for Christ has po.id it a ll in His death en the cross, 
u s I said , since the Lord has laid 'm Hi m the i n iquity nf us o. 11. There is :r:.o neec~ 
f or purgatory be ca use there is no c onclemnnt i on t o those who a r e trustine; i n Christ 
Jesus. We do not need the purg i n6 of purc:- tory to ::ic.ke us worthy of henven f or 
"the blood of J esus Christ cleanse t h us fr ::Yn all s i n" , Hi s death is the c~nly 
purgnt ory or place of c lcnnsinc; thc.t we need , o.nc'. th ose who have been washed i n the 
blood of the Lamb nr c cle~nscd fr om eve r y spot. So you see that there is no r ocfil 
f or n doctrine of purgatory in New Testo.nent r e ligi on . Nu wonder, the n, there is nc.: 
t ec ching about it in Scripture t o which n l onc we must go in answer ing the questi on 
of what lie s beyond death. On the controry the Bi bl e teaches us that if we have 
put our f ni th in Christ , if we acknowl ed i:;e Him ns Lord , we mo.y l ook forward not onl y 
t o His bles sing now, in this life , but t o bliss here[tf t e r . Not terror and t or ment 
in purgu t ory, but r e st o.nd j oy nnd happ iness i n the presence of God in IIc::\ven is 
what the Bible assures Christians will be their portion o..fte r dee.th. This is what 
God has pr_epar ed for th ose who l cve Hi n , This sure a.nd certain hope sh ould fill 
our thoughts, so that we serve Gcd now wi th cheerfulness c..ncl j oy, o.nd rest i ~ IIi m 
for the future. 


