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THE BEST YEARS OF LIFE: From the Sky Pilot's Log
In  the s e  da ys  o f cha ng ing  va lue s  it is  we ll,

some time s , to pa use  to ta ke  s tock: a re  we  be ing
s ta m pe de d into a cce pting propa ga nda  for fa ct,
or a re  we  s ure  of our ground?  "Eve ryone " te lls
us  tha t this  is  the  da y of youth; a nd s om e tim e s
we  see  Youth Leaders  bending ove rbackwards to
coa x, be guile  a nd fla tte r the  te e na ge rs  into s o-
ca lle d  Chris tia n  Clubs  in  a n e nde a vour to  "in-
flue nce  the m  for g o o d ".  I a m  s u re  th a t fe w
pe ople  would qua rre l with  the  good inte ntions
behind the se  endeavours , and we  wish the  Youth

s uc c e s s ; bu t, be fo re  we  th row in  ou r lo t with
the m  we  a re  e ntitle d  to  a s k: jus t HOW is  it in-
te nde d to "influe nce  the m for good"?

It is  true  tha t a ny code  of e thics  is  be tte r tha n
none ; a nd tha t a  good code  of e th ics  is  be tte r
tha n a n indiffe re nt one ; but wha t a re  we  trying
to give  the se  te e na ge rs? Is  it m e re ly J e re m y
Be ntha m 's  form  of He donis m  or Utilita ria nis m ,
the  "grea test good for the  grea test number", thinly
disguis ing the  re a l a im  of the  "mos t ple a sure  a t
th e  c o s t o f th e  le a s t p a in "?  Or d o  we  fo llo w
S ocra te s  in  the  be lie f tha t virtue  is  knowle dge
a nd vice  is  ignora nce ; in which ca se  a ll we  ne e d
to do to  he lp the  young pe ople  is  to  "e duca te "
the m ?  Or on  the  o the r ha nd  a re  we  go ing  to

power aga inst "anti -socia l behaviour", bad e thics;
or, if you pre fe r the  old fa s hione d word tha t the
Bible  us e s , jus t pla in S IN?

In the  de s e rt country, a  hundre d m ile s  from
Alic e  S p rin g s , a n  Ab o rig in a l le d  m e  in to  h is
hut a nd showe d me  his  mos t prize d posse ss ion,
a  be a utifully polishe d ca bine t ra diogra m. He  ha d
be e n e a rning good wa ge s  a nd he  ha d bought it
a t th e  to wn s h ip  a n d  b ro u g h t it o u t in  a  ta xi
which had cost him a lmost a s  much a s  the  radio-
gra m . But wa tching the  fa ce  of the  Aborigina l,
a s  he  ca re fully re move d the  dus t cove r a nd pol-
is he d a n im a gina ry m a rk with his  ha ndke rchie f,
one  could se e  how much tha t ins trume nt me a nt
to him, a nd wha te ve r the  se e ming e xtra va ga nce
in s uch a  s e tting m y he a rt wa rm e d to him . And
the n  I woke  up . It wa s  no t a  tra ns is to r; the re
wa s  no e le c trica l powe r with in  100 m ile s , a nd
the  powe r plug hung use le ss ly from the  ba ck of
the  ins trume nt. I que s tione d him. "No", he  a dmit-
te d  fra nkly, "the re 's  no  powe r ye t, bu t if e ve r
it c om e s  th is  wa y ..." I looke d  ove r the  g re a t
sa ndhills  whe re  the  drought ha d turne d e ve n the
mulga  to ga unt ske le tons  de void of the  powe r to
s urvive  a nd thought of thos e  words : 'All powe r
is  give n unto me  in he a ve n a nd e a rth ... without

m e  ye  ca n  do  no th ing ." Tha t's  wha t the  te e n-

e thics  will follow.
But whe n "e ve ryone " te lls  us  th is  is  the  da y

of youth, jus t wha t is  me a nt?  No one  de nie s  the
va lue  of youth but, a pa rt from  e ne rgy, the  m a in
va lue  of youth is  its  pote ntia l. On this  fa rm  we
va lue  ca rrot or ca bba ge  or le ttuce  se e d only be -
ca us e  of the ir pote ntia ls . Youth is  va lua ble  be -
ca use  of wha t it will be , or could be , ra the r tha n
wha t it is  in  the  te e na ge r s ta te . S om e tim e s  we
forge t this , or it m a y be  m ore  corre ct to s a y the
teenager forge ts  it.

The n a t wha t a ge  is  a  life  more  use ful?  Some
pe ople  a re  quick to s a y tha t life  be gins  a t forty,
but the y a re  jus t a s  re a dy to a gre e  tha t it e nds
a bout 60. But whe n, a ccording to s ta tis tics  a nd
not popula r opinion, is  a  ma n a t his  be s t?  Some
ye a rs  a go this  le tte r a ppe a re d in the  Da ily Ma il,
England:

tha t a  m a n 's  be s t da ys  a re  ove r a t s ixty. It
te nds  to bre a k down m a n's  e ne rgy, a nd pre -
ve nts  him  from  utilis ing the  be s t tha t is  with-

of e xpe rie nce  a nd work.
"The re  a re  figure s  to show tha t the  gre a te s t

produc tivity of m a n 's  life  lie s  in  the  de ca de
be twe e n his  s ixtie th a nd s e ve ntie th ye a r. The
m e thod a dopte d to le a rn the  a ctua l fa cts  re -
la ting to ma n's  working pe riod wa s  a s  follows :

"Some four hundred names of the  most noted
m e n  in  a ll tim e s , fro m  a ll lin e s  o f a c tivity,
we re  chosen. The re  we re  s ta te smen, pa inte rs ,
wa rriors , poe ts , a nd write rs  of fiction, his .ory,
a nd othe r prose  works . Oppos ite  to the  na me
of e a ch m a n wa s  indica te d his  gre a te s t work
or a chie ve m e nt. This  lis t wa s  the n s ubm itte d
to critics , to le a rn the ir opinion of the  gre a te s t
work of e a ch m a n s ubm itte d. The  na m e s  of
the ir grea te s t works  were  accepted, or a lte red,
u n til th e  lis t wa s  o n e  th a t c o u ld  b e  fin a lly
accepted. Afte r this  was done  the  da te  a t which
the  work wa s  produce d wa s  pla ce d a fte r the
name, and so the  age  was ascerta ined a t which
the  ind ividua l wa s  a t h is  be s t. The  lis t wa s
the n a rra nge d a ccording to de ca de s .

"It wa s  fo u n d  th a t th e  d e c a d e of ye a rs
be twe e n s ixty a nd  s e ve nty conta ine d  th irty-
five  pe r ce nt, of the  world's  gre a te s t a chie ve -
me nts . Be twe e n the ages of s e ve nty and
e ighty, twe nty-thre e  pe r ce nt. of the  a chie ve -
me nts  fe ll; a nd in the  ye a rs  a fte r the  e ightie th,
s ix pe r ce nt.
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"In othe r words , s ixty-four pe r ce nt, of the
gre a t things  of the  world ha ve  be e n a ccom-
plished by men who had passed the ir s ixtie th
year; the greatest percentage, thirty-five, being
in the seventh decade.

"The  figure s  of the  othe r pe riods  of life
a re  inte re s ting. Be twe e n the  fiftie th a nd s ix-
tie th ye a rs  a re  found twe nty-five  pe r ce nt.,
be twe e n forty a nd fifty, te n pe r ce nt. The se ,
a ll tota lle d toge the r, le a ve  the  a lmos t ne gli-
gible  qua ntity of one  pe r ce nt to be  a ttribu-
te d to the  pe riod be low the  a ge  of forty.

"Two gre a t cla s se s  of work fa ll be low the
forty ye a r limit. The se  a re  the  de e ds  which
re quire  the  e xtre me  of phys ica l powe r a nd
vim, as the  conquests of Alexander the  Great;
a nd  the  be a u tifu l e xpre s s ion  o f the  lyric
poetry, which is typified by the nervous, super-
sensitive temperament of such men as Shelley
and Kea ts . But, taken as  a  whole , the  figures
prove conclusively that the period of the great-
e s t a chie ve me nt in a  ma n's  life  come s , not
whe n he  is  in  h is  youth ,  but only with  the
yea rs  of ma ture  manhood.

(Signed) Martin Sherwood."

Henry Durbanville  (George  Hende rson) pub-
lishe d a  sple ndid book some  ye a rs  a ge  ca lle d
"The  Be s t Is  Ye t To Be " (B. McCa ll Ba rbour,
Scotland) in which the  above  le tte r was printed.
This  book is  worthy of a  pla ce  in a ny libra ry.
Personally, conscious of advancing years, I was
mos t indigna nt whe n the  book wa s  pre se nte d
to  m e  a bout e igh t ye a rs  a go ; bu t I found  it
packed with sound common sense  and encour-
agement.

To re pe a t, youth is  va lua ble  m a inly for its
pos s ibilitie s  a s  (if the  quote d figure s  a re  cor-
re c t) only one  pe r ce nt,  of the  world 's  gre a t
achievements were made before the age of forty.
There  is  no short-cut to experience , and experi-
e nce  a lone  will provide  us  with the  pra ctica l
ma te ria l with which to ma ke  our gre a te s t con-
tribution to life . Do you think you a re  too old
to  s e rve  our Lord a nd Ma s te r?  P e ople  ove r
e ighty contributed six per cent, and those  under
forty, one  per cent. to the  quoted achievements.
Rededica te  your life  to God and His  Holy S pirit
will s how you  whe re  He  wa n ts  you  to  work

have not reached that age.
And the  fina l e ntry in toda y's  Log is  ta ke n

from  the  20th cha pte r of Ma tthe w: "He  we nt
into the  marke t -place  about the eleventh hour
and sa id, Go ye  a lso into my vineya rd."

THE  F UTUR E  O F  MAR E LLA: The years

ha ve  gone  by a nd we  ha ve  ma na ge d with the
minimum of accommodation for the  children and
s ta ff. In our le a fle t publishe d e ight ye a rs  a go
the  a rticle  you ha ve  jus t re a d a ppe a re d unde r
the  same title : "The Best Years of Life ." We also
me ntione d the  fa ct tha t we  we re  ove rcrowde d
a nd ha d to ha ve  e xtra  a ccommoda tion which
included the  building of extra  s ta ff quarte rs , e s-
pe cia lly a  fla t for the  S e cre ta ry; a  la rge  dining
room for the  da rk childre n; a  la undry a nd iron-
ing room for the  childre n's  wa shing; a  wing for
the  boys ' dormitory with sepa ra te  s ta ff qua rte rs
and a  large  playroom; besides a  new roof for the
main Mission House.

One  by one  these  buildings were  undertaken,
in c lu d in g  th e  Bo ys '  W in g  wh ic h  c o s t  o v e r
$20,000.00 furnishe d; a nd toda y we  ca n look
ba ck a nd tha nk God for His  provis ion, for a ll
of these  have  been comple ted and pa id for and
we  a re  fre e  of de bt. But the  work is  e xpa nding
a nd the  Miss ion Council is  conce rne d with the
future . There  was some ta lk about re  -zoning the
la nd on which the  Mis s ion is  built for re s ide n-
tia l purpose s  a nd our firs t thought wa s  tha t we
would be  force d to move  to a nothe r s ite . How-
e ve r we  could not think of a  be tte r s ite  tha n
the  one  we  ha ve  a nd we  ha ve  be e n pra ying
tha t God would re ve a l His  will for us . It m a y
be  tha t we  will be  able  to rebuild on the  present
site , but we  are  still waiting for Divine  guidance .

If we  rebuild on the  pre sent or some  a lte rna -
tive  s ite  the  Council is  inve s tiga ting the  poss i-
bility of doing s o on the  "Cotta ge  S ys te m", in
which  only s ix or e ight childre n  a re  in  e a ch
cotta ge  unde r the  ca re  of House  P a re nts . We
would, of cours e , s till re quire  Adminis tra tive
Buildings  a nd a  ge ne ra l Me e ting Ha ll, be s ide s
such facilities as would apply to a ll the  cottages.
It is  a  da ring pla n, but nothing is  im pos s ible
to  God,  a nd we  would  a s k a ll our frie nds  to
join us  in pra ying for God's  guida nce  a nd pro-
vis ion. A lot of work would be  involve d be fore
a ny a ctua l building comme nce d, but Mr. Ke ith
Langford -Smith, as Founde r a nd Permanent
Dire ctor, would continue  to dire ct this  work a s
long a s  God gives  him the  hea lth and s trength;
in fa ct, he  fe e ls  tha t his  life 's  work is  jus t com-
mencing, a lthough he has already spent 44 years
working amongst the  Aborigines. Mrs. Langford-
S m ith  ha s  be e n wa nting to  re tire  a s  Ma tron
and once the  cottages were  established the  vari-
ous House  Parents  would be  responsible  for the
we lfa re  of the  childre n. Mrs . La ngford -S mith
well deserves a break.

Mrs. Norma Warwick, who has a lready served
fa ithfully a s  Secre ta ry and Treasure r for a lmost
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23 years  would continue , D.V., in this  important
position. The  Farm Manager would be  re spons-
ible  for the  a gricultura l a nd fa rm work a nd the
maintenance of the property.

We expect that it may be several years before
our suggested plans a re  actua lly opera ting, but,
a t the  request of the  Council, the  Secre ta ry and
the  Dire ctor ha ve  a lre a dy vis ite d a  numbe r of
childre n's  Home s  in S ydne y a nd Me lbourne  to
gather information regarding the Cottage System
in opera tion. This will be  presented to the  Coun-
cil be fore  we  comme nce  our re a l pla nning for

will continue , by the  gra ce  of God, a s  long a s
the  need remains for caring for Aborigina l child-
ren. It should be  pointed out tha t, a s  fa r a s  can
be  s e e n, the re  will a lwa ys  be  a  ne e d for the
short te rm a ccommoda tion of Aborigina l child-
re n, quite  a pa rt from the  long te rm  provis ion
for those  who re ma in with us  for ye a rs . In the
case  of illness  or some other family emergency
it is  a  g re a t he lp  to  a  da rk m othe r to  know
the re  is  s ome one  a ble  a nd willing to ca re  for
he r childre n until she  is  a ble  to ca te r for the m
herself once more.

S ALE OF WORK: The  ne xt S a le  of Work is
s e t down for 28th Octobe r, the  la s t S a turda y
in the  month. Ma y we  re pe a t a ga in tha t the se
sa le s  a re  a lwa ys  he ld on the  FIRS T S a turda y
in Ma y a nd the  LAS T S a turda y in Octobe r of
each year.

We  will be  ve ry gra te ful for gifts  for the  va ri-
ous  s ta lls . Almost a nything will suit some  s ta ll,
a s  long a s  it is  in good condition. Good us e d
clothing is  a lways in grea t demand. In company
with othe r orga nis a tions  we  ha ve  notice d the
s teady decline  in gifts  of good used clothing. If
you would like  to he lp this  work ma y we  s ug-
ge s t tha t you turn out your wa rdrobe  a nd se nd
a long those  dre sse s  a nd othe r a rticle s  tha t no
longe r fit you or a re  not re a lly re quire d now.
S ome  frie nds  ma y ha ve  put on we ight a nd ye t
a re  re lucta nt to pa rt with fa vourite  ga rme nts ;
some, more  fortuna te , have  lost we ight and the
ba ggy clothing could we ll be  give n a s  a  tha nk
offe ring to he lp the  Aborigina l childre n.

Ne e dle work a nd knitting is  a lwa ys  mos t a c-
ceptable , especia lly well made  aprons, of which
we never seem able  to supply the  demand, and
baby wear.

P lants  for the  P lant S ta ll a re  a lways required
and those  of our friends who are  keen gardeners
may ye t have  time  to ra ise  plants  or s trike  cut-
tings  tha t will be  a  he lp to us . In this  wa y you
m a y s ha re  in  the  s upport of the  ne e dy da rk
children a t Mare lla .

Als o  re quire d (but not for s a le ) a re  good,
sturdy kitchen chairs or the  like  that can be  used
for the  sta ll holders a t the  Sale ; in fact we would
be  glad to hea r of a  number of cha irs  tha t may
be  for s a le  from a  Church ha ll or othe r build-
ing. We  could do with quite  a  number of the se ,
provided they a re  s trong and in good condition.
The  type  of cha irs  we  ha d in m ind a re  thos e
simila r to the  ones used in the  Dr. Billy Graham
Crusa de . P a rticula rs  a s  to price , e tc. could be
phoned to the Secretary, Mrs . Warwick,
629-1555. As  we  a re  ve ry short s ta ffe d it is  a
great help if gifts can be delivered to the  Mission
Fa rm , Acre s  Roa d, Ke llyville ; or ra ile d to us
in the  ca re  of P a rra ma tta  Ra ilwa y S ta tion. We
realise  that some older established organisations
a re  a b le  to  s e nd  a  truck to  p ick up  pa rce ls
from the  various homes and we  a re  most gra te -
ful tha t so ma ny frie nds  contrive  to se nd the ir
gifts  to us  by ra il or de live r the m  a t the  cos t
of some  inconvenience  but they may know tha t
this  is  a  wa y of doing s ome thing re a lly worth
while  for the  Aborigina l children.

ROTARY CLUB OF CABRAMATTA: Some
time  a go Mr. Bruce  La ngford -S mith spoke  to
the  Rota ry Club of Ca bra ma tta . Following this
the  members  of this  S e rvice  Club unde rtook to
provide  us  with a ny a rticle s  we  might ne e d up
to a  tota l of a t least $500.00. These articles were
duly de livered and they consisted of bedsteads,
inner -spring mattresses, saucepans, ironing
boa rds , line n, a  motor la wn mowe r, e tc. The re
is  a ls o  a  floor polis he r to  follow. This  wa s  a
tremendous he lp to us and we are  most gra te ful
to the  me mbe rs  of this  Club for a ll the y ha ve
done  for us . It is  encouraging when friends  like
these  come forward and he lp in a  practica l way.
We have  many problems in this work; the  know-
ledge that we are  not a lone but others are  stand-
ing by us makes it a  lot easie r.

P.O.P. The  me n in P a rra ma tta  ga ol ha ve  a n
orga nisa tion known a s  P .O.P . a nd in this  wa y
the y a re  a ble  to us e  the ir s kills  a nd la bour in
bringing joy to the  hearts  of people  in need. We
have received a  quantity of lovely warm blankets
and many othe r gifts  from them; they a lso send
birthday presents to the dark children in our care .
Besides this  they repa ir broken toys, doing them
up like  new, and sending them to va rious  child-
ren's  organisa tions . We  a re  deeply thankful for
a ll that these  men have done; they have brought
joy into the  he a rts  of our childre n a nd this  will
ne ve r be  forgotte n. It is  touching the  wa y our
children remember them in prayer asking God's
ble ss ing on them for the  good things  they have
done.


