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CREATION vs . EVOLUTION 
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Our Australian c0mmunlty is on the brink of ceasing to be 
a Christian comm~nlty, that ls, a comm~nity 'in which Christi~n 
values form the ' outward structures by which the community is 
held ·together. There a re several reasons for this. Material ism 
and the pursuit of possessi ons has, of course, always been with 
us, but it has beccime of absorbing ir.+erest t o the whole 
community because of 'the greatei- possibility of attainment of 
affluence. And 'it Is ~s 'true today ~s it was In Jesus' time 

; that you can not serve God and mammon. They are also, In 
the community, active agen.ts seeklnq to break down Christi an 
values; there: are the humanists toJho think all wi 11 be \'/ell \\lith 
society so long ~s God Is excluded. There I Ive in a dream 
world. But more sinister, perhaps, are the agents of 
Communism whose object Is to break down Christi a n va lues, 
whether values of sex and family or Christian Institutions. 

· The Ir object is to destroy a 11 that binds the commun Tty 
together.· mora I I y in order 'that they may bring i r\ a revo I ut ion 
and set tJP their party dictatorship. It ts as true toda.y as 
It was in St. Paul's time that Chri~tians are engaged in a 
stru.gg.1 e, ·not aga Inst f I esh and b I ood, but aga inst s p Ir i tua I 

· forces of :darkness and It 1 s a's true today as In the first 
century that Gori has overthrown the· forces of evi I ,whether 
in the community or In the individual, through J'esus Christ 
the v1ctor ·bver sin, satan and death. · · 

So the first thing that we Christians in Sydney should 
do ls to make more time for earnest prayer for our community 
and for those who have positions of influehce i~ it; f or 
Christian ministers, f or school teachers , for magi~trates and 
judges, for aldermen, par I iamentari a ns and . ministers of the 
Crown. Jesus told us t o pray first 6f al I that' God's name 
rn i ght be ha 11 owed and honoured, that· God shou Id be recoqn I sed 

• as God, holy and sove~el g n, we shou ld oray that His name should 
be hallowed in our own I ife and In the life of the community. 
Prayer td God is the ultimate weapon, ahd we ~ii I find that 
it is the thing from which we are being consfontly diverted, 
because we are engage~ in a confl let with ~he powers 6f e~i I 
who are anxious to snatch his sword of prayer out of our 
hands. 



. '' 

-2-

But secondly, along with prayer must ~o positive witness 
to the reality of God; but If we arc t o witness effectively we 
must understand both whet the Bible teaching is and how the 
modern situation lies. The characteristic of modern society is 
that it ·1 Ives onty in the present. There has always been a 
tendency in human nature to do this, witness the ancient motto 
"Let us eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we d I e 11 but the 
tendency to I ive only for the present Is greatly strengthened 
these days by both phi losonhy and science. The dominant 
phJlosophicat theory is existential ism which teaches that f !1 _ 

· consists of expressing yourse If In the present moment. \iJh i I e the 
do~inant theory of the sclentlf lc vi ew of the world ls evolutlon 
\'Jhlch purports to expl a in the world by materialistic cause and 
effect without any reference to God or His purposes . 

The pressure of these two theories of philosor~Y and science 
has been to exclude the concept of God from ;nodern thTnklng. 
belleve that the ChristTan must tackle the nettle of evolutionism, 
which explains the world mechanistically attributing rt to chance 
and necesstty. As n sclentif ic theory, evolution has always 
seemed to me a very difficult one to bet ieve . . It qoes against 
experience, f.or it teaches that the extraordinarily complicated 
structures which make up living matter ·have evolved from the 
simplest of chemicals Tn a purely mechanical, accidental way, 
but experience sugqests the exact opposite; namely, that the 

-passage of time breaks down the compf icated ·rather than bui Ids it 
up by adding comp I ication to comp I ication, which the theory of 
evolution requires. 

Or again , take the problem of the wing of a bird whTch is a 
very intricate aeronautical structure, it is only effective in 
its completed form; how can It get built up llttte bit by I lttlc 
bit by a staggering numher .of minute accidental variations, 
none of which are any use unti i the final form is reached. 
Evolution is also contrary to the evidence of the fossils In so 
far as when fosslts f lrst appear in .the pre-cambrian rocks they 

. ·are al I in the~r final form. - Many of these first fcssil forms 
are stil I al Ive, unchanged, today ~nd ~lt~ough others of these 
fossil forms have become extinct al I are fut ly devoloped forms 
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bf life. If anything, these early fossils are evidence of 
creation, as they appear suddenly. and fully developed. And so 
one could go on, but It Is not my purpose now to crfticise 
evolution ~s a scientific theory so much as to p61nt out that the 
theory is used very wide ly but quite improperly as a substitute 
for thlnktng about God. By definition, science can only deal with 
the present though it can theorise about the past. It can, 
however, only deal with what Is observable at the present moment, 
and moreover, _it cannot deal with orio,ins, that Is, how things 
came into being, but can only deal with things after they have 
originated, for only then are they observable. The Bible, 
however, dea Is · with or I~ Ins. l t -teaches that th I ngs or I g I nated 
through the purpose and power of God, and that consequently 
things are under God's control at the present moment; for It 
would be a very strange creator who brought things Into be ing 
a~d then turned hi~ back on his creation or who could not 
control every aspect of T-t- at every moment of Its ex .istence. 
The mind of God is of such Infinite power that there is no 
material creation, however minute or however far removed from 
us ' tn the extent of space throughout the universe, which God Is 

· · not ·coritrol l Ing completely at·thls present·moment. Tl:r1s Is what 
the Bible says and this Is what common sense endorses, though 
it certalnly transcends the power of our Imagination to comprehend. 
But we must not I imlt God's power by the limits of our lmaqlnation, 
drawn as it Is from the area of our very I lmlted experJence. 

The Bible's description of creation does not exclude the 
cbncept of process. which is. of course, basic to the concept of 
evolution; but it directs our attention, not to the process, but 
to God Who willed creation and whose power carried it through, and 
that He is the One Who~ we are to thank for the beautiful world 
in which we 1 ive and to Whose goodness we are to al locate 
everything; for example the rising of the sun day by day (Mat. 
And as we reflect on the world and our I ife in it, the most 
important fact to keep constantly before us is that God Is the 
source of our I ife and is sovereign over it. Evolutionism 
concentrates solely on a possible, though not I lkely, process 
and by so doing diverts the attention of modern society from 
God, Creator and sove rei gn Lord, VJho made heaven and earth and 
everything in it. 
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There is an important and fatal conseque~ce of evolutionism, 
a ~heory so widely taught these days in our sc hoo l s ,· which is this : 
that if the world is 'explained solely in terms of the natural 
sciences, not 0nly is attent ion di r ect ed from origins, because 
science cannot deal with origins but studies things only after 
they have o~l ~ inated, and so has t o exclude the concept of 
creation from i+s purvi~w, but equally important the concept 
of purpose is also exclud6d. Science never tRkes purpose into 
its purvi ew. It cannot do so, for it always looks t o causes, 
not t o purposes, arid yet purpose is thA most important c lement 
in humnn 1 ife. Al I the acti ons tha t we ourselve s undertake 
are purposeful, ·a nd fo r an observer t o understand human actions 
he must have some acquaintance with the purpose for which they 
a re being done, and not merely with their Immediate antecedent 
causes. So too , if WEi" a re to understand the wor Id and our 
I lfe In It we must understand the purpose that God, our Creato r 
has; ,and yet this is the very thing which, as I say, evolutionism 
and scientism (by definiti on ) exclude from . conside r ati on, and 
it proceeds as though purpose did not exist. The theory of 
evolution excludes from consideration ultimate origins and 
ultimate purpose of our present life and so it strengthens the 
modern spirit Tn concentratlng a l I Its attention on the present 
with its possibilities of pleasure and the accumulation of 
possessions. Mode rn man, as a consequence, has a ve ry defective 
world view. 

Science, of course is an excel lent area of human endeavour. 
It has brought us al I tremendous benef Its and to be a scientist 
is a most honourable occupation. But what I am saying Is th~~ If 
we take scl~nce as capabl e of providlhg the whole bf our wor\_ 
vi~w, as the modern age does, we wl I I have a ve ry defective 
concept of rea lity, for the scientific method Is not designed 
and Indeed cannot t ake Into account origins and purpose and 
uitimate destiny · ~ thinqs · which concern our preseht a nd our 
future and which~ as far as we humans are concerned, are much 
more importa~t thitigs t o g~t right than Is a knowl edge of the 
intermediate pr6casses , which are now al I 1n the past. 

We Christi ~ ns must witness positiv~ly ~b the f act that 
God Is Creator, that He Is sovereign at the present moment 
over every aspect of His creati on and tha t no singl e event, 
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not :~ven th0 fa 11 of a sparrow qr a thought of a man, J s 
excluded from His sovereign sphere. And we must i'.llso witness 
to the obvio0s deduction that God, the personal Creator, has 
a purpose In creating us and creating the world and He wll I 
undoubtedly bring thfs purpose to its fulfilment. There wil I 
be a time of assessment and judgement as certainly as today 
fol lowed yesterday. To know this is to begin to understand 
the world and how we should live in Tt, while to Ignore it is 

( undoubtedly going to bring the individual and our community 
to destruction. As So I omon put it 11The fear of the Lord'' 
(that Ts the honouring of God and the hat lowing of His Name) 
"The fear of the Lord Is the beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One Ts understanding" (Proverbs 9:10). 

*******"**** 
II 

Creation imp! ies purpose because creating is a personal 
· action. The dominant theory of explaTnTng the world, namely, 
evolution, excludes purpose frnm its purview. It teaches that 
things are what they are by accTdental mutations which happen 
to survive because of a pre-existent cause, namely the 
envirohment. The great error of evolution which is universally 
taught In our schools Is that It contradicts a very large 
area of what we know to be , true from ex per I ence,. name I y the 
existence of purpose. Evolution exolalns everything -by. the 
past, but human actlo11s· · are undertaken in view of the future. 
Our actions look to the future, that is,we act ·with purpose. 
It Is this which makes us persons ~rnd not mere thi.rlgs . . Purpose 
Is an 0spect of the personal while the mech.anlcal . explanation 
of the world, as Is evolution, excl.udes the personal. It Is 
very important for Christians to witness very strongly these 
days to the personal nature of our existence, that Tt results 
from the persona I w i 11 of God creat Ing the wor Id and that l n 
this creation ahd In His sovereign rule of the world at the 
present moment He is fulfi I I ing His purpose. 

W~ may say that God's purpose for mankind is fel lowshTp, 
that is to say, a relationship of person with person on a basis 
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of truth and justice, of love and accepting one another. This makes 
for happiness. It is a matter of observation that al I pleasures are 
enhanced by fel lowshlp and the greatest pleasures are only experienced 
in fellowship, that Is to say In true relationships between each other, 
where we accept one _ another Into our personal I lfe. It Is God's 
purpose for us that we should be in fel lowshlp with each other as 
persons .and In fellowship with Him Who is the·true Person: and we ought 
to adopt consciously this aim in our own I Ives and seek to develop 
fel lowshlp with other people In our own home or at work, or wherever 
our life may be placed. Seek to understand other people and to meet 
them person to person. There are some things which obviously make 
fel lowshlp inpossible, such as selfishness, self-aggrandizement an~ 
unilateralism, al I these things destroy fellowship~ Fe! lowship is 
also destroyed by untruthfulness of any sort, for if you put up a 
fac9de, you cannot have fel lowshlp, for a facade Is untrue relationship, 
for example, if we try to impress people, or go in for status symbols 
and al I that sort of thing. So too, it ls impossible for us to have 
fellowship with God if we are disobedient, for the true relatlonship 
between the creature and his Creator is gratitude and obedience. We 
are God's creations, created by Him, given al I that we have through 
His goodwll I and we should respond to this •relationship firstly, by 
gratitude and secondty by honouring Him as God and obeying Him. But 
human 11 fe is mark.ed by disobedi ence to God. Natur.a 11 y, theroforo, 
there is ,no fel towshlp and can bo no fel lowshlp ttl I we repent of 
this situation, recognise that It is wrong in other words, and return 
to a true relationship of honouring God and obeyinq Him. 

Fel lowshlp can only be restored on two condltJons; on repentance 
and forgiveness,. . Repentance by the r::irty that has erred from the 
tr.uth In the re .I at 1 on ship and . forg b1~ness by the other. This is h 
fellowship with God is restored. It is the only way. We must repent 
of. our self-centredness and of our n~qarding ourselves as equal with 
God and our thlrklng 1-h;:it v.Je can tr8at with Him _. lay down conditions, 
argue with Him ana so on. We must return to a true understanding 
and a true acceptance of ~he fact that He Is our Creator and we have 
rece lved everyth 1 ng thnt we possess <1s a gift from Him. ~erentance 
is what we must do, and God has promised that He wil I forgive. His 
forg 1 veness Is so comp I ei"e that fe I I owsh Ip Is restored fu I I y and 
truly. His forgiveness ls such that He doesn't even remember, as 
It were, our slni. The Bible has many ways of putting this, He 
casts our sins 1 nto the depths of the sea _; He puts them behind His 
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back; He blots them out wlth a thick cloud; He washes them away with 
water; He does not enter them in His t edaer. A It th~se :ways of 
putting the matfer amount to the same thing, that when we repent and 
return to God He completely obliterates from His memory, a l I the 
things that we have done aga inst Him so that fet lowshi p is r estored 
completely ; there is nothing that rises up to mar it. 

You may ask how can this be ; how can God give us such complete 
forgiveness. The answer of the Bible ls simpl e and clear, that 

!'" this restoration of fel towshl r is based on the I ife of Jesus apd 
~e victory He won over evil throu gh H~s death. God's purpose is 

fel ~owshlp but this purpose was brouqht to a halt by man~s sin and 
disobedience. Yet God in His sove re ignty has triumohed over sin 
through Je sus Christ and has restored fellowship and has fulfil led 
His purpose, that ls why in any understanding of the world or of 
hum~ n history Jesus Christ must be at the very centre. The Bible 
describes the work of Christ ~s work of restoration of fellowship; 
God was in Christ, we read, r estoring the world to Himself, not 
imputing to us our sins. Jesus was the only man whose f e llowship 
with God was neve r broken, because He was never disobedi ent but . 
always trustful, ~!ways obedi ent, even when the path of His I l~e 
led rlqht down into th e blttar depths of an unjust and cruel death. 
As Christ was cruclf ied lt is possibl e to see the perfection of 
His relationshi p with God which characterised the whole of His I ife. 
At no point were His throughts attracted to sel f although the 
temptation to self-plty was neve r stronger than when He was being 
unjustly taunted and despised. But there was no word of self-pity, 
no word of recriminati on, only thoughts for others, for 0rovlsion 
•or His mother, orayer f or the soldlers and a word of comfort for the 
hief being crucified beslrle Him. And perfect trust In God His 

Father as He prayed 11 Father Into You r ha nds I commend f'v1y Spirit 11
• 

J esus overcame sin by His I if e of complete obed ience and 
complete trust, and He overcame the consequence of sin by undergoing 
the penalty of disobedient ~umanity. And so, we who are In Christ 
through faith in Him are restored to God 1 s pr esence. The Bible has 
more than one metaphor to describe this new r ea l Tty. It speaks of 
us being seated with Christ in the heavenlies or standing in God's 
presence , or aga in as having been Introduced to God. Wha t It is 
saying is that we experience in our spi rits fel lows hl p with God 
through His Sririt present with ou r s~ irits. In Christ, God's puroose 
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of fel lowshlp of man with . Himself has been r estored; and it is only 
In Christ that this fel lowsh~ p ca~ be. restored. We cannot cl lmb back 
again by our good works, by the way ~e .1 f~e . by turning ove r a new 
leaf, or by anyth.ing of that sort. We can only be restored to 
fellowship by the complete pe rfoct forgiveness which God promises to 
us as we turn back from the untruthfulness of I lving apart from God 
and of being the centre of our own life and as we turn back to Christ 
and recognise Him as being Lord and Sa~lour .. Standing here In the 
circle of truth, God Who is truth rece ive.s u:s, 'forgiving us complei"P y 
al I our sins and glv,lng us His Holy Spirit, so tha.t we are r.ible t o 
spea k to Him in a p.ersonal way,. ca l 1 ing Him ''Fathe r ·· . This fel lowshlp 
which God establ !shes with us 011 I not b~ Interrupted by death, but 
it wi ! I only be strengthened and deeoened as we come t0 be with Christ 
and see Him f~ce to f ace . 

It Is essential fQr us as Christians to be quite clear in our 
own -minds about God as Creator and Jesus Chris~ as Saviour ond Lord, 
and to witness to this view of the world in a community which is 
on the brink of abandoning its Christian heritage . 

*************** 
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