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I Corinthians 12:13: "For by one
Spirit we were all Dbaptized into one
body and were all made to drink of one
Spirith,

Bachx of the four gospels emphas.

ises at the beginning of the Lordts
ministry that His work would be to bap-
tizme with the Holy Spirit, and they put
this in sharp contrast to the ministry
of John the Baptist, who was baptizing
with water, At the end of Jesus!
mini Iis ascension,

stry, on the eve of Hi
o -

is
our Lord reaffirmed that bap
the Holy Spirit was to be th

iem WlLu

of every Christian. e told i dism
ciples, "John indeed Tbaptized with
water but you shall Dbe Dbaptized with
the Holy Spirit not many days hence",
This promise of baptism by Jesus with
the Iloly Spirit was fulfilled on the

Day of Pentecost, when the small band
of Christian disciples -~ 120 in all ~
were gathered in the upper room, Wien
Jesus poured out n them His Holy

Spirit, Zaving received from the Father
the promised Holy Spirit, HZe poured it
outv on the disciples, dis hwow St Peter

explained the phenomenon to +tize marvele
ling spectators. L 1ittle later Corne-

elius amnd his household received the
same baptism with the Loly Spirit at
he hand of Jesus, as they believed the

Gospel Peter was preao wing It was the
same baptism as at “teuosto Peter
explained, "As I began to speak, the

Holy Spirit fell om them, even as on
us at the beginning, And I remembered
the word of the Lord, how that Iie said,
'John indeed baptizmed with water, but



yvou shall be :haptized with the Holy
Spirit?",
piri

act whiech makes us Ch
ians, t is the gift of Christ,
is He who adds o the church., In
Paul calls this action a ‘wash
regeneration and ronewing of tne
Spirit' and in John 3 Jesus call
‘a new birth', a ‘being born of

Baptism with tho Spirit of G
i)

Spirditt °ud 4% the next chapter he
calls 4t a ‘drinking of liv;lg wator?
which becomes a well of water bubbling

up within the Christian and bringing
him into eternal life., In Johm 7 Jesus
described this work of the Sp*r;t " as

rivers flowing out from the Christian’g
hearte It is intercesting to note that
all these images of this idnitial ~worik
of the Spirit 4in the Christian are
dravn from water - washing, pouring,

drinlkzing, baptizing, bubbling wells,
flowing rivers = all are water nmeta-
phors, and this imagery is bascd on the
Old Testament where the life=giving
Spirit of God is often spoken of in
terms of walter « a natural motaphor in
a dry and parched country. :
In our text the work of Jesus
making us Christians through His Spil:u
is described by the Apostle Paul under
a two~fold water metaphor, e vere
all baptized with the Spirit ... and
we were all given the Spirit to drink!",
We should note the: "qiversq_lty of this
work of . the  Spirit " throughout the
Christian body., -As ‘the Prophet Joel
foretolq every Caristian has the Spirit




that is, he has bcen

poured out on him,

'baptized with the Spirit!? to quoto
Jesus® wordsy he has ‘!drunk of the
Spirit® to guote St Paul d4in our texto

It is this work of +the Spirit within
which makes the Christian a new man, a

new creation; for the Spirdi is the
Spirit of God, the Creator, and St Paul
says in Romans "If any man has not the

Spirit of
If we have not been b
with the Holy Spirit n -regencration
ancd the new birth, then we have ot
begun to be Christians, we arce still in
our sins, still lost cternally. The
initial step
gracious invi
man thirst,
deinlc!

he is mnone of Hisg',
aptized by Jesus
4

is to =respond to tiic
ation of the Lord "If any
et him come unto lie and

A
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The fact that co¢very Christian
without exception has received this
relationship to the Spirit becomes the
ground of our unity as Christians. it
is a very close unity, often comparecd
in the Mew Testament to the unlty of
the human body. It d4ds a supcrnatursd
unitys 4t is brought about by each of
us sharing in the Spirit of God himself:
St Paul stresscs the Spirit as the

il kive factor: "With one Spirit we i
were all baptizced into once body and wo !
werc all made to drink of omc Spirit!. )
Elsovwhere in’' the HNew Testament +his

oL fral

unity is spoken of ag the fcellowshiip of
the Spirit, Lor Christian unity is not
2. dead incrt unity,., dbut 4t is o unity
created by God's presence, by the lifes
giving Spirit of God, 'so that 4t 4is
personalj it is fellowship.



s fellowsiiip the Spirit
of C;r specific gifts with the
view ring among oursclves
these ¢ may both express our
fellowship and build it up. Some of

hesc gifts are mentioned in the

( passage from which the tex is talzen,
We recad of apostles, proplhets, teaciicrs,

& miracles, healings, “-TQQ, administrat.
ors tongues Elscwherc St Paul

)

mentions otner gifts given by the sane
Spirite IEveryonc has his own gift and
the whole fcllowshi supports cach of
us in thie exercise of our gifts, which
mould use for Godls glory and ILor
building onc another up.

The Christian church is primarily
a spiritual uvnity; "With onc Spirit
were we all baptizced into ome body" and
from within this unity we exercisce our
God—ﬂi en gifts of teaching, of holp-
ing, of administration, of cvangelisms,

7

Zow does a local church £it into
this concept of God!s people being a

fellowship through the Spirit of Christ
L1

with the unity of the onc Spirit in the
nt

diversity of differc: gl: s? Im: our
oxt the church is comparecd to the
( human body. which is a unity with its
different parts held togetheor in an
l intense oneness by the person whoso
body it is. This is +the church, of

which we have been made members by the
baptism with the Spirit of Christ.

Where then does the local church

fit into this picture? Or for tzat
nmatter, wherce does our dcnominational



organization fit in? The church is a
fellowship as we have seen, and if weo

reflcet on the natvturc of fellowship wo

will see that all felliowships create

structures through which they expres

— o 3 . ] AL L1 =3
themselves and W sist chem in

being fellowships. Take for *ampio the
simple illustration of a Women's Fellow-
ship meeting. One of its members will
provide the tea and another the milk,

nhother takes the chaire The
structures arce designed €

B -

)

o
and assisct the fTe sk
functioning. S50, too,; the Chr
church, which dis a fellow
Spirit, has over the centurie
various structures to exp

A

means of assisti ,
the ministries of its uexbers,

The gre cat danger dis the ever
present tendency to regard the - struc-
tures | as important 4in themsclves;
especially as they are more visible
than is fellowship, wiaich is persomnal
and iavisible though the recal thing.

The danger dis that dinstead of the y
denominational struciurcs serving the
fellowshi it comes about that the
fellowshiip is made +ﬁ serve tiic striic-
tures, and this destroys the fellow-
ship, Structures, too, may become top

heavy or out of datey, and so injure the
fellowship dnstead:  of ‘assisting it,
They may become authoritarian and
centralisticy and so dinfringe and



injwrso he exercising of those ministe

ries which the Spirit of Christ gives

directly to ecach of Iis members. The

test of any church structure is whether

it assists the fellowship of the Spiri

and aids the Spirit given ministries of
T al

urch building is useful
and in it yrbol
s

DeOoP , s theix
fell ip by coming together to unite
in ¢ prayer and praise, and %o
inin = At 47 he Tell ahi meal £
Join together in the fellowship meal of
the Lord!s supper and to hear God's

Word ezvnounded. Thus the churech builde

ing should serve in furthering one of
the basic ministries whiech the Spirit
of God gives within the body of Christ,
that is; the ministry of teaching the
Word of Gods Teaching is esscential in
the chiurch, whether the teaching is in
the home Dby the parents; or in the
congregation by the ministery for the
knowliedge of God is the foundation of
Christian faith,; Christian worship and
Chrigtian obedience. The Christian
life-is motivated by the Christian hopa
These things must be taught. We are

not born with this supernatural know-
ledge, we must be taught it Ffrom the

Word of Godo Christ rules our con-
sciences through Iis Word nd the

pastor who rules the floclk of God must
teach the Word, and apply it +to the
conscience. This dis his only instru~
ment for ruling in the name of Christ,.
It is mot possible to be a pastor




without being a teacher, and tiwat is
why the Scripture insists that those
ho are admmitted +to the office of
pastor must be ‘tapt to teachl, So a
church building should be a place of
fellowship and a place of dnstruction
designed to serve the fellowship which
the Spirit of God creates when He
baptizes us into Christ.
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