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Sex goes so close to the centre of our being
that views on sex will vary with views on man's
nature,. The Christian view of séx is a sub=
section of the Christian view of 1ife. “Seripture

" teaches and experience confirins that the highest
good ib life is relationshipe. "Real life is
meeting",

The Christian view of man is that life has a
purpose, namely the establishment of personal
fellowship not only with one another, but with God.
Such fellowship with God and with those who in
Christ are in God's presence with us, will transe
cend the dissolution of ‘the physical body in death.

If we ask ourselves the question 'What is the
object of [life?' and 'what is God!'s purpose for us
throughout eternity?! the answer is that we are
created for fellowship =~ fellowship with one
another and fellowship with Gods The doctrine of
the Trinity shows that thore is fellowship within
the Godhead itself., We arce made in the 1nage of
God and as we grow in fellowshlp, nutually con-
_51der1ng'each other in an unselfish way? s0 we
'grow 1nto thc 1nage of God and Brow as personc.

You w1ll recull that 1n the account of cre-

N atlon everythlng is pronounced by uOd as good,

" with one exception: .God said "It is not, good ‘that
man should be alone'", Our naturcs are made for
fellowshipe. This is God's .purpose for us and this
purpose is reflected in the way hunanlty is cone
_stltuted. Sex is VOry closely related to this
purpose. Bach of us finds ourselves to bc either
a man or a woman and men and women’ together make
up manklnd. Mascullnlty and fenlnlnlty is’ each
incompléete in itsdlf but flnds ‘its. conpleteness
in personal fellowship between men and worien, Men
neecd .the companlonshlp of women, and wormen that of
men , 1n order that each m1ght become completely a
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human person, a truc man or a true woman., Sex
relatlons are both an expression of this fellowship
and a means towards its deepening., That is why it
is a matter of such intense 1nterest to everyone,
because it rcaches so close to the centre . of our
belng and our neaeds. ;

“The basic objoctive in the creation of our
sexual nature is the procrcation of children,
But for humanity this is set in the context of
love and fellowship, and children are born into
a fellowship, that is, the family. So scex has its
place in God's purpose for mankind of fellowship
and companionship. Although sexual union is not
essential for true personal fellowship between men
and women, our secxuality serves God's purpose bo th
by the procreation of childrén as increasing and
continuing the group and in dolng so adding a
dimension to fellowshlp by the variety of ‘age and
relationship in the familyj and it also strengthens
the growth of fellowship between two people - a
nan end hie wifo, ‘Marriege is a norual way: for
growth in porsonality through roellowship, that is,
through the mutual interdependence of husband and
wife. We are in fact all mutually interdependent;
and it is as an aspect of this interdependence that
sexuality has been ordained and that mankind flhdﬁ
1tself men and women, a blsexual racea. 141
“The ba51c text for the Chrlstian doctrlne of
sex.is in the first chapter: of | the Bible (Genesis
1:26-28):,"And God created man in his own . image,
in' the ‘image of God created he hln; male and female
orcabted he thém, And God blessed thems -and God
‘said unto- them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenlsh the earth, and subdue its and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth". DNote the juxtaposition:
"God created man in His own image, male and female
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created He them", God is fellowship within Himself =
Father, Son and Spirit ~ and fellowship within man-
kind is a reflection of the image of God., Masculine
ity and femininity is a means for the 'development

and strengthening of this huwman fellowship. Not
~that there is ‘sexuality within the Godhead or that
‘sexuality will be part of our ‘eternal fellowships

in fact, Jesus Christ expllcltly teaches that
marriage belongs to this age only, in as much as
death belongs to this age only (Luke_20:35§36).

But our masculinity and. fcmidlnlty bind us in

mutual interdependence, and thé consequential re-
lationship is a means of personﬂl fellowship. But
though relationship is ossenﬁidl, sexual'relationship
is not in itself essenthl and w1ll be superseded in
a higher llfe.

But we are now concerned with our present exe
perience. God has created us in His own image and
this, as so often in 'the Bible has a proleptic

~element, We are to grow into the image; the phrase
indicates the ptTrpose set before us. One .of the
instruments by which men and women can become

" united into an integrated fellowship of heart and
mind and so become more truly persons through being
interdependent and no longer isolated individuals
'is sexe This is clearly cxpressed in the second
chapter of Genesis, v.18 and vv,23,24: "And the
Lord God said, It is not good that the man should

. be aloney I will make him an help meet for hime.se
And the man said, This is now bone of my bones,

”fdmiflesh of my flesh: sho shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man, Therefore shall
a man leave his father and his mother, and shall
tbave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh',

At the very centre of the Biblical interpret-
ation of sex is the brief but pregnant sentence,
"the two ‘shall becone one flesh", In. the Bible,
.the word flosh 1ncludeo the whole porsonallty in
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1ts creaturely cnaracterlstlcs, so that'the two
shall become one flesh! p01nts to a unity of the
persons. Scgual intercourse is ncver a passing
affair bus establishes a relationship between per-
sons., It is a personal activity because it requires
mutuality. As.St. Paul rcominded his readers the
individual spousc is not the master of his or her
bo dy: (I Core 7 4) In modern 1nd1v1duallsm and
exlstentlallsﬂ the sharing of onesolf with. another
is 1mposs1ble. Yet this is whet sex achieves for a
married couple, and it is a remarkable fact of
experience that spouses adopt one another's out-
look, views and even prejudices, w1thout apparently
any necessary convincing argunent. On the other
i hand, modern materialistic humanlsn, whlch regards
| sex simply as a biological function and the other
person in sexual activities primarily as a pleasure
yielding body strengthens rather than transcends
egocentric 1nd1v1duallsm.

Sexual d081re is by mno means only.for physical
contact Wlth a person of thc opposite sex. Both
partners feel the need of the other as persons.
They yearn for one another and through sexual
relations they create an 1ntereependenco whlch

_extends over the whole life of the: two poople.

, This is becapuse sexuality is a quallty of: the sclf,

¢ o In it we understand what it noans to, be either

: .. masculine or feminine and not 81mply self—sufflclent.
_ Sexual intercourse implics knowledge. of ourselves

. as well as knowledge of the othier sex. This,ds not
~nerely physical knowledge but. knowledge of persons.

It is interesting to note that the Bible speaks of
: sexual relations under the phrase "to. know" your
! wife or husband. '

f ' dunen relatlonshlps aro'lnportant, but true

: . relationship with God and consequently with fellow
men is the supreme importance and the suprene good
of life. Porsonal relationships can be described
as knowing a pcrson, thus, to know God and Jesus
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Christ whom He has sent is etermnal life, that is,

the full, true, cverlasting life. Xnowing a

person may be said to be being in fellowship with a

person. And so, as Ste. John says, .Christians not

only have fellowship ome with other but primarily

have fellowship with the Father and the Sone

Eternal ‘relationship is the object of creéeation:
restored relationship is. the -object of the Inoarnation.

The most intinate hunan relatlonshlp is tho

- relationship of husband and wife. God has oreated

‘humanity so that neither men nor _worien consgtitute
“humanity but humanity is made up of men. and wornen ,
and this bi=partism of hunanity is. reflected in

the unity of marriage where the *wo parties man and

- wife form one unit, not merely economic or social

“‘but one unit of relationship within themnselves as
“well as in their relations with other people. Sex
is this polarity of men: and wonon, and the activities
through which sex exprosses itself arc ways by
which the polarity is unlfled into a single_ ‘fellows
“shipe, These act1v1tles are nanlfold, ranging from
social chatter to the full expression of sexual
activity in marriage. Thus tho biblical view of
sex is that it is the expression of relationshlp
and an instrument of that relationship. It dis no
accident that the Bible uses the words "to kunow" to
descrive sexual relations. It is a pity that sone
modern English versions have failed to notice this,
and paraphrase it at a merely physical level. In

~ human sexuality the phy51cal is sinply the framee
work of the personal, and physical union a way to
express and decpen. that personal fellowship and
union which the word "know" is the best single
word to descreibe.

‘When it is realised that sex 1s the expression
-of personal relatlonshlp and the means of personal
‘development through the growth of fellOWshlp, sone
interesting facts ass001ated with sex will be ine-
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telligible. For example, the natural reticence
which surrounds our speaking of sex. This is not,
as is sometimes thought, a false guilt complex, for
it ' still rcemains true even with those who are fully
:conoc1ous that their sexual relatlonsalps have
become established at a pure level. It is the
reticence naturally associated witi: the baring of
our inmost personalityj for secx goes close to the
centre of personalitye. The same consideration
explains the natural modesty which is associated
with sex and is to be noticed even in young children
and which is reflected in the language of anthulty
as well as the languago of Chrﬂstendgm.

When we sce that the purposc of sex is that it
should be a mcaas to the fulfilment of personality
througli creative relationship, we have a criterion
to test lawful, or illicit, sexual activities,

Since mutual consent is a pre~requisite to all

' personal dotions, rape, or the lascivious word or

- look or touch, being one~s¢ded,vand not. 11tendeu to
lead to a relationship, are an invasion of pPerson=
“ality and an act of dishonour to a person. But

.. consent is not the only considerations for example,

~ prostitution is rcprehensible because both the woman
who sells her body and the man who uses it trecat her
as a thing qnd not as a person.

Sex act1v1t10s WhlPh oanﬂot lead to the devele
opmont of personal relatlonshlpg in the unlty of man
and woman in one flesh are rightly recognisecd as
perversions. Of coursc not all such activities are
equally aobominable, but all have the same charactorw
istic, namely that the use sex is put to cannot
possibly lead to fulfilment for the purposc of our

'_sexuality, namely the growth in'personality through
a ‘growing unity in fellowshlp. Thus perversions
isolate one aspect of sex, the physically pleasurable,
and pursue it for its own sakey disregarding the
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development of personal unity. Yet scx is rooted
decp in our personality and this is why a misuse of
our sexual naturc has nore disruptive effects on
our personality and fills psychiatric consulting
rooms in a way misuse of other bodily appetites
does note -For they are not, as sex is, designed
primarily for personal fellbwshi?._

Similarly pre~nmarital rclationships which have
no intention of being permancnt, though not pere
versions, are a misusc of sex as they are not ine
tended to lead to the fulfilment of our sexuality
either in thc begetting of children in the felloww=
ship relationship of the Tamily or the deepening
of fellowship in the gwowing unity of persons.

They misusc the unity of the flesh in the pursuit

of one of its concomitants, i.c., phy31cal pleasurc,
Yet we all know that physical sensations never fulfil
what they promise, Happiness is a w1llo'~the-W1sp.
It cannot be pursued dircctly., It is, however,
experienced in true relationships of persons.. This
explains one of the interesting characteristics of
sexual pleasure, namely that "in a really succcsse
ful partnership sexual pleasurc normally continues
to increase in both partics throughout married life".
(A. Comfort, Sex and Socicty, p «88). This admission
by a nihilistic humanist p01nts to the important
fact that there is not only more pleasure obtained
by using sex according to its purpose, but also that
unless we do this the real depths of pleasurc that
are possible in sex are unabtainablec. Thus the
libertine who puruses pleaSure in sex for its own
sake, flitting from partner to partner, by this

very action rules out the p0581b111ty of enJoylng
what is the possible. On the other hand when the
use of sox is kept within its purpose of monogamous
narrlage it not only yvields plecasure and an ine
creasing pleasure, but more importantly it also
achieves personal fellowshlp without which' no happi=-
ness is possible. God intends us to be happy all
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the time and to be intesely happy, but té achieve
this objective we must keep within the purposes of
our nature. '

Time is the great enemy of ‘the physical, but
when sex is used within its purposes, personal
fellowship grows. Love decpens over the years and
supplies a truer satisfaction as the physical wancss
So that fidelity is the key to the problen of. the
passage of time, that enemy of physical pleasure.

Our body is that part of ourselves through
which our personality expresscs itself and it is the
instrument of self-giving by which a man or woman
learns to reflect the pattérn of the sclfegiving of
Gode When children are born into the family, this
simply extends the scope of self-giving and provides
the possibility of growth of persocnal relations.
Children widen the fellowship ard introduce another
aspect, and ‘a new opportunity for overconing our

- self-<centredness. So that fidelity in monogarous
marriage with its opportunitics of mutual giving and
receiving, with scx as the background, is a means by
which we grow as pcrsons and in doing so cnjoy the
life we have becen givene ?

Naturally, then the Biblc rcgards divorcc as a
radical contradiction of the purpose of sox and
marriage, though it recognizes that becausc of sin
and hardness of heart, it may in some circumstances

be the only way out (Mt.19:3—8).. I

The rost conspicuous featurc about sex is the
inordinate interest it arouses,; and this inordinate-
ness reninds us of the Christian doctrine that our
personal rclations both with onc another and with
God have becn fundamentally disturbed by selfishness

~and sin. Sin erodes fellowship. Naturally cnough
' this disturbance in our personality affects our

sekXxual nature, becausc scx is so closely related to
personal values and fellowship,
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Personal fellowship can only be restored by
genuine forgiveness,  Fellowship with God is restored
by the forgiveness which God extends freely to all
who turn back to Him through Christ. Forgiveness
calms the uncasy conscience and restores personal
relations with Gods It is worth noting that God
(who te the offended party) takes the initiative
in drawing us back to Himself, Similarly, for
giveness is basic in the restoring of fellowship
in marriage when this has been disturbed. But in
this case the turning towards cach other and the
forgiveness must be nutual, as it is almost certain
that both spouses have a share of the blanmc.

In the Bible God'!s dealing with us is the model
for our dealing with one anothier. Thus, ideal human
marriage is a reflecction of God's purpose for the
divine-hunan rclatlonshlp. The church, that is,
Christians as a fellowship, arc described as the
bride of. Christ, and from this is deduced the
principle that husbands are to treat their wives
as Christ tho Churdh, e &ey "Husbands love your
wives even as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself up for it" (Eph. 5:25). '

The Bible tcaches that marriage is modellcd
on Christ!s relationship to the church, Jjust as
this in turn is nodelled on the relationship within
the divine Trinity of Father, Somn and Holy Spirit.
Similarly, mating in animals is modelled on that
of man, and so on down to the lowest level of life,
From an evolutionary way of looking at things, this
Bible view is the wrong way 'round, : We start at the
bottom and work upe. Yet the Bible's view is the
only 1oglcal viewpoint, once we adnit - the concept of
purpose, for then the final result:controls and
explains all the more clenmentary stagés which
precede ite. Purpose controls: process (Just as the
purpose of erccting a certain type of building
controls what goes on in the drawing office and on
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‘the site), and of course, the concept of purposé
is 1nalﬂenable from bellof 1n the existcace of a
personal Gods T TR
God's purpose for mankind is that we should"

grow as persons, wihich nearis growing in rolationw
ship with cach other, Narrlagc is a crucible for
~ this, and like all God!'s glfts, is a happy oney’

but our happiness will not be full nor our relatione
ship ‘stable unless we arc also in fellowship with
Hinme to which forgivecness in Christwis the gateway.

Marrlago is“for this life, but the fellowship
it engenders ’‘is intencded for ever, to merge into
the deeper fellowship of - eterhlty. In this 1life
marriage deepens fellowshlp by restricti ng it.
But in Heaven faéllowship will be ‘deep and universal
for the physical will have boen supersecded. And
since the fellowship with God and with one another
will then be perfect, tho hqpplness will be complecte.
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