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Thomas Moore and the Early Life of Sydney
D. W. B. ROBINSON

A few days before Christmas in 1846, Bishop Broughton
opened St James’s College at Lyndhuvst in the (Gilebe. The
College was short-lived, but it represented Broughton’s ambition
to establish tertiary education in the colony under the auspices
of the Church of England.! In the course of a Latin oration,*
Broughton complained that no one had come forward to assist
him in this plan to found a college which should bhe the germ
of a university. But there was one exeeption:

One individual, a lowly man, and unlettered, living in scelusion, |
think worthy of being commended atter his death, with @ due meed of
grateful praise. I bring before your notice 'Thomas Moore, who
(though himself destitute of literary accomplishments, yet being
taught by some natural and innate power of discernment how great
in the management of aftairs is the use of them . . .) bequeathed his
own residence and a small heritage for the purpose of a college. The
insufficiency of the means provided has eaused completion of the goodl
man’s design to be deferred to some future day.

Thomas Moore, landowner and magistrate at Liverpool, had
died at an advanced age in 1840. At the time, it had seemed
to Broughton that the terms of Moore’s will would enable his
own desire for a college to be fulfilled. In 1842 he wrote to his
friend the Reverend Edward Coleridge at Iiton:?® ‘There is
Moore’s College to bring to maturity, in connection with the
King’s School at Parramatta and the [St James’s] Grammar
School at Sydney which are to he its feeders.” The financial
depression of the 40’s, however, temporarily reduced the value
of Moore’s estate, and Broughton had to seek other means of
proceeding with his educational plans. Nevertheless, he was
not unappreciative of the lowly Moore. Indeed, few things
astonished Broughton in Australia as much as did the
unexpected generosity of this unlettered recluse at Liverpool.
His gifts and bequests seemed to change the whole outlook for
the progress of the Church. There was hardly a project on
Broughton’s agenda for the establishment of true religion in
the colony which Moore’s henefactions did not promise to malke
possible.




Should these gifts and bequests be permitted to take effeet, T must
regard it as a remarkable interposition of Divine Providence, looking
upon our poverty, and by the most unexpected means supplying a share
of daily bread for His Church in a quarter where, unless I am an
utterly false and incompetent prophet, its services will hercafter be
more called for, and its fidelity more put to the proof, than perhaps
in any other spot upon the earta.t

Broughton had known for some years that Moore intended
to give a bequest to the Church. But it was only in 1838, after
Mrs Moore’s death, that Broughton learned, in a consultation
between Moore, and Mr Justice Burton and himself, exactly
what Moore proposed. His home at Moore Bank, with 2,000
acres, was to be a residence and endowment for the Bishop of
Australia; another 4,000 acres was to provide the means of
supplementing clerical stipends, and of supporting widows and
orphans; a valuable property in Sydney was to provide an
endowment for the Cathedral, whose building had recently
recommenced ; and a number of other causes were to be sup-
ported; his second home at Liverpool was ‘to be the site of a
College, to be called St Thomas’s College, as a place of education
connected with the Church of England, and all the land which
he has in and about that town is to be devoted towards the
support of the College’”

Broughton could scarcely conceal his execitement when he
wrote to his friends in Fngland about the news. The character
and ecircumstances of the donor served only to render the
generosity the more remarkable:

There is in this colony an old gentleman named Moore who settled

here many years ago: and being much favoured by Governor Macqguarie

obtained considerahle property which has gone on continually accum-
lating . . . Iis origin was humble; and he 1s quite untutored. IIe had

a wife, who I believe had not always heen so respectable as her hus-

band. She had a son who was a Captain in the Fngineers. They were

always very civil and hospitable to me in my visits to their housc
travelling through the country; and the old gentleman was always
forward in contributing to the support of the church [St ILuke's

Liverpool], the building of which, it scems, he had superintended.6

Broughton was also aware that Moore had been ‘employed
by Governor Macquarie . . . to clear away the timber and mark
out the streets on the site of the intended township’ of
Liverpool, but he seems to have known little beyond that about
his earlier life. ‘He has enjoyed few advantages of education’,
he wrote to Coleridge,” ‘but he has good sense and good
prineiples’.

He followed the sea many years: but I do not know in what capacity.
I presume a subordinate one . . . His wife had been, T helieve, once
a prisoner of the Crown and not of very good character: however,
from the time that T first saw her she was an inoffensive old person
and behaved with the greatest respect, and therefore T never thought
it necessary to go bhack into former histories: not always a pleasant
inquiry even in the best of places; and here peculiarly ticklish and
dangerous.

So much for the image of Thomas Moore as it appeared
to Broughton, and as it has continued to appear—though more
dimly—to such as know his name in conneetion with the
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College eventually founded in his home in 1856, and in con-
nection with his estate whieh still benefits the Chureh of
TIingland in many ways. The same image appearvs in the gloomy
full-length portrait whiech hung for many yvears at Moore
College and now hangs in the Cathedral Chapter Ilouse:® an
obscure figure, standing with his hand resting on a table, St
Luke’s Liverpool visible through an open window, and on the
wall of the room a portrait of the honneted Mirs Moore, inoffen-
sive but respeetful, if not always so respeetable as her husband.
We can appreeiate Broughton being more concerned with the
future than with ‘going back into former histories’. But, having
lost our inhibitions ahout the latter pursuit, we may take our
cuc from Broughton’s own text about Moore: ‘He followed the
sea many vears: but I do not know in what capacity. T presume
a subordinate one.’
L

The brig Britannia, of 296 tons, owned by John St Barbe
of Liondon, sailed from I‘almouth on 15 February 1792 under
the command of William Raven, who was also part owner. She
had been commissioned to earry stores for the four year old
settlement at Botany Bay. David Collins says that she was
‘the first of three ships that were to be dispatehed hither having
on board twelve months’ clothing for the conviets, four months’
flour, and eight months’ heef and pork for every deseription of
person in the settlements, at full allowance, caleulating their
numbers at four thousand six hundred and thirty-nine’.?

On 23 February a member of the crew, (iodfrey Robinson
Cook, who had bheen robbed and beaten between Liondon and
Ciravesend, died of his wounds. On 2 June ‘a sperm whale struek
the ship an exceeding heavy blow abreast the starhoard fore-
chains with such violence that must have been fatal to him.
The ship however received no injury.” On 9 June ‘the wheel
rope stranded and jamming in the leading block, the ship
broached too . . . and the whole of the decks under water’.1”
However, it was a comparatively fast journey of five and a half
months, and Britannia dropped anchor in Sydney Cove in the
evening of Thursday, 26 July. The next morning preparations
were made to discharge the cargo. The arrival of Britannia
eave great satisfaction to the colony, for her stores relieved the
most severe shortage of provisions experienced during the
eovernorship of Arthur Phillip. The carpenter of Britannia
was Thomas Moore, at the time 30 vears of age.l!

The last of the cargo was discharged by 19 August and
Britannie, having concluded its government contract, prepared
at once for sea. Captain Raven had a three-year fishing license
from the Tast India Company, and his intention was to colleet
seal skins for the China market. He proposed to investigate the
sealing grounds at Dusky Bay, a fiord at the south-west corner
of the South Island of New Zecaland, and if practicable leave a
party there to colleet skins. ‘Duskey Bay’ had first heen observed
and named by Captain Cook in Endeavowr in 1770. On his
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second great voyage in Resolution, Cook had spent five weeks at
Dusky Bay, recuperating his crew and ship during March and
April 1773, and exploring and charting the bays and islands of
the flord. It was Cook’s observation of seals there which caused
Captain Raven and his crew to turn in that direction in hope
of trade nearly twenty years later.'?

On 30 September 1792, Britannia moved out of Sydney
Cove into the main stream of the harbour, and, leaving the
Cove looking ‘solitary and uncomfortable’, proceeded down to
Bradley’s Head, where she anchored, waiting for suitable winds.
Before she could sail, however, Major Grose of the New South
‘Wales Corps made an approach to Captain Raven on hehalf of
himself and nine other officers of the Corps, as a result of which
Raven accepted a charter-to sail to the Cape of Good Hope to
secure supplies. Governor Phillip disapproved of this com-
mercial venture by the army officers, but the arrangement was
made nevertheless. It was agreed that Raven would proceed via
Dusky Bay in accordance with his original intention, and go
from there to South Africa via Cape Horn and Brazil. So
Britannia returned to the Cove.

‘Our destination being changed’, wrote Robert Murry,'®
‘we of course were to hegin a new set of operations. All hands
were employed cutting and pressing hay sufficient for forty
head of cattle which it was intended we should hring from the
Cape of Good Hope—On Monday 22 of October we were onee
more ready for Sea—and on Wednesday unmoored weighed and
worked out.’

Thus Thomas Moore concluded his first sojourn in New
South ™ Wales.It had lasted three months, and no doubt he had
been sufficiently occupied with the concerns of the ship. But
it was something to have seen the embryonic town of Sydney
and to have shared in the life of the infant settlement in the
days of its first administration.1*

One day out of Sydney Britannie encountered a school of
sperm whales, and gave chase. Raven lowered a hoat and killec
a whale. The following day they tried out the oil and got twelve
harrels. So, like her namesake Britannie under Captain Melville,
our Britannia could also hunt whales and try them down while
at sea!

11

When the ship arrived at Busky Sound, Raven made an
inspection of its possibilities. The second mate, William Leith,
‘in the most unequivoeal and manly manner you can conceive’,
agreed to remain, and Raven put him in charge of a group of
eleven volunteers. One of these was the carpenter, Moore. It
was decided that the party should settle themselves at Tiuncheon
Cove on the south side of Anchor Island. Moore’s first task
was to fell timher and prepare it for the needs of the ship, and
then from 14 November all hands were employed, no doubt
under Moore’s direction, in building a house for the gang—the
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first dwelling made by Europeans in New Zealand. Tt was 40’
long, 18’ wide, 15’ high, and thatched overall with flax leaves.
Provisions and stores for twelve months were landed, together
with ironwork, cordage and sails for the building and rigging
of a small ship to be used in the event of Britennia’s failure
to return. Raven reports that he left his shipmates ‘perfectly
satisfied with their situation’!® Nevertheless, his departure
must have bheen a solemn moment.®

So it eame to pass that Moore spent what must have been
a very lonely and arduous ten months in the remote south-land
of New Zealand, in a fiord which even today, desolate and
magnifiecent, is hardly touched hy man. The gang collected 4,500
seal skins, though this was regarded as a disappointing result.
Moore’s chief concern, however, was the huilding of the ship.
All the timber had to bhe found, felled and shaped, and the
ship built on stocks.

Finally, on 27 September the following year, Britannic
returned to Dusky Bay. She had been to the Cape of Good
Hope, via Cape Horn, having called at the island of Santa
Catherina off Brazil en route. She had then done the round
trip to Sydney, arriving with the commissioned stores in June
1793. This time the government at Sydney commissioned Raven
to procure stores from Caleutta, and he was given permission
to spend a maximum of fourteen days at Dusky Bay en route, to
take off his party. So Britannia left Sydney on 8 September.
On Friday 27 September she made Anchor Tsland harbour on
the opposite side of the island to TLouncheon Cove, and fired
six guns, to announce her arrvival. Shortly, Murry tell us, ‘Mr
Leith and five others ecame on hoard, who informed us that all
the rest were well, which gave us no small satisfaction.” The
rest of the sealing party were then collected, and all returned
to a celebration supper on the ship. ‘We killed a Goat (the only
remainder of our live stock), and T will venture to assert that a
more pleasant sensation than this afforded had never heen felt
by any of the persons who ecomposed this entertainment.” There
were four passengers on hoard Britannie on this voyage
(including one woman, probably the first white woman to visit
New Zealand). There was good reason for the ‘pleasant sen-
sation’. Tt had been an ordeal and an achievement even by
mariners’ standards in the eighteenth century. Murry con-
tinues: ‘The satisfactory intelligence of their safety exceeded
[our expectations]. They had now heen Ten Months on a
Desolate (and to them) and an Uninhabited Tsland. withont
communication of any sort, and withont any kind of refresh-
ment than what we left them. Thev had built a Vessel of Sixty
or Seventy Tons and had proeeceded so far in Her as to have
been able to have left the place in 3 Months from the time of
our arrival.’'?

The Dusky Bay episode was more than a passing adventure
for Moore. Tt may well have had a decisive effeet on his future,
in conneetion with his heeoming a member of the eivil establish-
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ment of New South Wales. Ifor although, strangely enough,
he is not mentioned by name in any of the records of the
expedition, the reputation of ‘the carpenter’ in two connections
is more than once referred to. Ifirst, as an assessor of timber.
Murry records in his journal: ‘The timber which grows here
would answer very well for plank, for the Ship Builder, Joiner,
or Cabinet Maker. This is the opinion of our Carpenter in the
Britannia, he being as well acquainted with its properties as
any man of his profession.”’® David Collins, recording the report
brought back from Dusky Bay by the schooner [7rancis, which
had accompanied Britannie there when it went to colleet the
sealing party, mentions Captain Raven as having declared ‘the
spruce fir of that country to be the finest wood that he had
observed for ship-building’, and adds, ‘the carpenter of the
Britannia, an ingenious man, and master of his profession, com-
pared it to English oak for durability and strength’.!® Later, in
1803, when the need arvose to examine the possibility of export-
ing timber from New South Wales, it was Thomas Moore whom
King appointed as ‘Surveyor of timher throughout the colony
for naval purposes’,?® and in commending him to the Home
Government for a rise in salary, as ‘a very valuable man to this
colony’, specified that ‘he has selected and colleeted all the timber
sent by the Glatton and Calewtta’ !

But Moore’s chief claim to fame at Dusky Bay was his
ship-building. Raven’s report to King on reaching Norfolk
Island, with his commendation of Moore, is the most important
of a number of references to this achievement:

What excited my admiration was the progress thev had made in

constructing a vessel of the following dimensions:— 40 ft. 6 in. keel,

53 ft. length upon deck, 16 ft. 10 in. extreme breadth, and 12 ft. hold.

She is skined, ceiled and deeked, and with the work of three or four

men for one day would be ready for caulking. Her frame knees and

crooked picees are eut from timber growing to the monld. She is
planked, deecked, and eceiled with the spruce fir. which in the opinion
of the carpenter is very little inferior to Fnglish onk.

Her construction is such that she will evrey more by one-half than she
measures, and I am confident will sail well. The earpenter has great
merit, and has bnilt her with that strength and neatness which few
shipwrights belonging to the merchant service arve eapable of per-
forming.22

In the light of this tribute hy Raven, it is regrettable that
we know nothing of where Moore may have reeeived his earlier
training. But it ean hardly he a coincidence that within three
vears of the Dusky Bay enterprise, Moore had been appointed
Master Boat Builder to the colony of New South Wales.

Raven’s contract forced him to leave the nearly-completed
ship on the stocks at Dusky Bay, but there was an interesting
sequel, which, sinee the ship was built by Moore, we may
briefly mention.?* An 800-ton East-Indiaman, the Eudeavowr,
under Captain William Bampton, arrived at Dusky Sound from
Svdney two vears later in October 1795, accompanied by the
small brig Faney. Endeavowr was in very had shape. Storms
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at Dusky Sound further damaged #ndeavowr, and the ship was
abandoned. Moore’s ship of sixty-five tons was then completed,
named Providence, and it set sail with ninety persons aboard
for Norfolk Island. It is last heard of under Captain Robert
Murry, erstwhile fourth officer of Britaunnia, sailing as escort
to Fancy, under Captain Bampton, near the Loyvalty Islands,
probably bound for Batavia. The remains of Endeavour lie to
this day in Dusky Sound, and were identified as recently as
1963 by Charles and Neil Begg, who also found the site of the
house used by Britannia’s sealing gang. ‘Signs of their activity
still remain, and it is possible to see the stumps of trees which
were cut down for use in the house and ship, or for spars and
vards.”?* Thus has Thomas Moore left his mark to this day in
the place where the first pages in the history of Kuropeans in
New Zealand were written.

1L

Britannia sailed away tfrom Dusky Sound with all aboard
on 20 October 1793, heading for India. She called at Norfolk
Island, and landed two ecases of scurvy. The Lieutenant
Glovernor, Philip Gidley King, partly under the pretext that
the wind was not suitable for continuing the voyage to India
at once, commissioned Raven to take him to the Bay of Islands
in New Zealand, for the purpose of returning to their homes
the two Maoris kidnapped by the Daedalus who had heen
brought to Norfolk to instruet the settlement in the uses of the
New Zealand flax plant. “We were emploved clearing and
cleaning the tween decks’, writes Murry, ‘to receive a party of
soldiers, in order to proceed to Knueckle PPoint, New Zealand,
with the two natives, Tooky and IHoodoo’. Thus Britannia left
Norfolk Island on 9 November and returned on 18 November.
King’s encounter with the Maoris of the Bay of Islands is
recorded, and it may be supposed that Moore took an interest in
these proceedings.?® It would also have heen his first meeting
with King, under whom he was later to serve in New South
Wales.

Britannia arrived back at Sydney Cove on | June 1794
It had been a slow journcy and beset with difficulties. In the
cvent she did not reach Caleutta. They veached Manila, after
discovering a number of islands, on 22 January 1794, On 2
February they entered the Straits of Malacca, where they were
attacked by pirates. Ior six hours, from eight in the morning
till two in the afternoon, Britannia was engaged hy large sixty-
oared proas, which Raven described as ‘mounted with a twelve
or nine pounder, beside swivels on their platforms’. Raven
turned hack to Batavia, where he was adviced not to attempt
to run the blockade, as the infestation of pirates continued into
the Bay of Bengal.?® He decided to secure what stores he could
in Batavia. Negotiations were difficult, hut he duly made his
purchases and retwined to Sydney.
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Britannia made two further voyages on behalf of the eolony.
On 1 September 1794 she sailed for the Cape of GGood Hope ‘on
a second speculation for some of the gentlemen belonging to
the settlement’.2™ This was her second ecireumnavigation of the
world, and it was a voyage to be remembered. In 125 days at
sea, Britannia logged 16,977.7 miles, averaging 136 miles 6 fns
per day, or 5 miles 5 fns an hour.*® She was back in port on
2 Mareh 1795 and landed her cargo, which included thirty-three
live mares. She sailed again on 18 June, under charter by
Lieutenant-Governor Paterson, to go to Caleutta for livestock
and other needed stores, and returncd eleven months later on
11 May 1796. But when Captain Raven again left Sydney Cove
on 29 September to take Britennie back to England, Thomas
Moore was no longer a member of her erew. She had been dis-
charged from her charter to Paterson on 5 June, and we may
assume that from about that date, if not earlier,? Thomas
Moore, having ‘followed the sea many years’ (no doubt ‘in a
subordinate capacity’) had become a free settler in the colony
of New South Wales.

Y

‘Mr Thos. Moore is appointed to the place of master boat-
huilder, in the room of Mr Daniel Paine, commencing on the
2nd instant.” So stated the Government and CGeneral Ovder
issued by the Governor, John Tunter, on 13 September 1796.3°

Before Hunter left Fngland, to replace Phillip as (fovernor
of the settlement, he had taken up with Under-Seeretary King
the matter of a boat-huilder for the colony. ITe wrote on 1 May
179431

T have found a clever young man from Depttord Yard to fill the
office of hoat builder, ete. at Port Jackson—au situation which you
seemed to think, when I mentioned it to you, highly requisite there,
and desired that T would look out for a person whom T might think
qualified. ‘The person whom [ first had in mind has since deelined,
not thinking the encouragement sufficient. The present officer, Daniel
Paine, who is well recommended to me, hoth for his theoretical and
practical knowledge, cannot obtain his discharge from Deptford Yard
until T can assure the Navy Board that he is actually entered upon
the establishment of the colony.

The appointment was made, and Paine sailed for Port
Jackson with Hunter in Reliance. They arrived in Sydney on 7
September 1795, and Paine’s name appeared on the civil estab-
lishment list on 25 October of that year.

Paine, however, was replaced by Thomas Moore within
twelve months. No reason for Paine’s supersession is given in
the records. Other replacements mentioned in the same Govern-
ment Order of 13 September give the reason for the predecessor
relinquishing his office; but not so in the case of Paine. How-
ever, Hunter was at this time greatly troubled by the ineffici-
ency of a number of the lesser officers on the eivil establishment.
and on 20 August he had written to Under-Seeretary King to
seek his approval to make his own appointments for certain
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of these positions from suitable people—even conviets if neces-

sary—Tlocally recruited. He wrote:
In many ot those people recommended to (Government at home to fill
little oftices here much imposition has heen practised. It would be far
less expensive to the public if, when any particular work is wanted,
the Governor for the time being were allowed to offer some little
pecuniary reward to some of the ingenious people who are sometimes
to be found here, whether conviets or free; such particular work might
in this way be accomplished without the burthen of a sallery. The
millwright and miller, one at 100 gns and the other at 50 gns a year,
are sad impositions, and | have no opportunity of sending them home
for want of a ship going from hence immediately to England in the
service of Government.32

It may only be coincidence, bnt among the disabilities which
Hunter deplores in the same letter is this, ‘Our hoats gone to
ruin and decay’.

This complaint was not, ol eourse, new. Hunter had

written to the Duke of Portland on 21 December 1795:
The boats of the settlement, by which our principal communieation
between this place and the other distriets is to be kept up, having
also fallen to ruin and deeay, it hecomes a very essential concern to
have them rebuilt or repaired, as without them we eannot convey the
neeessary supplies of provision or other stores from one place to the
other; no time must therefore be lost in putting them in such a state
as to render them safe and useful.33

One has the impression that the situation was little
improved by the following August, and that TTunter may have
been anxious to replace Paine with one of ‘the ingenious people
who are sometimes to be found here’.

Whether or not Daniel Paine was one of the ‘persons sent
here upon salaries who have not yet been of any use’3* there
can be no doubt of the suitability of the former carpenter of
Britemnie for the urgent task of putting the small shipping of
the colony into order. As we have seen, Captain Raven had a
very high opinion of Moore as a boat-builder, and had reported
his efficiency to King at Norfolk Island following the Dusky
Bay expedition in 1793.

Hunter also knew of the ship whieh had been built at Dusky
Bay. He may therefore have already known of Moore’s ability
as a boat-builder, and have heen confident that he had found
the man he was looking for, to take charge of the dock-yard
which he had established on the west side of Sydney Cove, and
to supervise both the repair and building of boats for the use
of the colony. In particular, there was need for a small vesscl
to maintain communications regularly bhetween Sydney and
Norfolk Island. Francis had heen shipped out in frame on Pitt
in 1792 and put together on stocks by a former carpenter’s mate
from Sirius, and launched and fitted out by Captain Raven and
his crew in July 1793, while Moore and the sealing party were
in New Zealand. She was of forty-three tons, and had sailed
between Sydney, New Zealand and Norfolk Island, and mnow
carried a foremast of Dusky Sound red pine (fitted hy
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Moore?).?® But in November of 1796 Hunter gave notice of

needing something more reliable:
The small schooner sent out some years ago in frame grews very
infirm, and she is the ounly vessel we have in the absenee of the King's
ships for keeping up our intercourse with Norfolk Island. We give
her oceasionally such repairs as she may require, and we have the
power of applying, but she is too small. Tf I had a sufficient strength
in carpenters, I would undertake to build one of 70 or 80 tons hurthen,
whieh T think would be highly servieeable hetween this and Norfolk
Island.36

It is not out of place to see Hunter’'s appointment of Moore
as, in a small but not unimportant sphere, an aspeet of his
‘new regime’, the establishment of which is the subjeet of a long
despateh to the Duke of Portland in June 1797.37

\Y

There may have heen other reasons for Moore’s deecision to
hecome a free settler in Sydney and to accept appointment as
master hoat-builder, for on 11 January 1797 he married Rachel
Turner. The marriage was solemnized by the Reverend Richard
Johnson, chaplain to the colony,®® and it presumably took place
in the church building which Johnson had himself crected on
the eastern side of the town in 1793.

Rachel Turner had been in the colony sinee 1790. She had
received a seven yecar sentence of transportation at the Old
Bailey in March 1788, and had been sent out in Lady Juliana
with more than 200 other female conviets. The treatment of the
conviets on this ship had been particularly good—in contrast to
that on some other transports—and received very favourable
comment from some of the conviets themselves. The ship arrived
at Port Jackson on 3 June 1790. Most of the women were taken
on to Norfolk Island, but some were assigned to officers of the
colony in Sydney. Rachel Turner hecame housekeeper to Mr
John White, surgeon in the first fleet, and now senior surgeon
in the colony.?®

Presumably she was one of the ‘“well-hehaved women’ classi-
fied by King as ‘among the comparative few who came from the
English counties’.*® On 23 September 1793 she hore White a son,
who was baptized Andrew Douglass White by Mr Johnson on
30 November. When White left for England on leave in
Daedalus on 16 December 1794 he apparently took his fifteen-
month old son with him,

Did White’s relation with Rachel Turner have any bearing
on his final decision not to return to the colony? Taking his son
to England suggests that he did not contemplate a regular
union. He was still nominally senior surgeon; but he pro-
crastinated about his return. Rienits says that it was clear in
the first part of 1796 that he had ‘no real intention of returning
to New South Wales’*' Yet it was not until he received an
ultimatum from Under-Secretary King on 10 August of that
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vear that he formally resigned.*? e was replaced by William
Balmain on 16 August. But he could hardly ignore Rachel and
her future.

Two cireumstances may have had some relevance to White’s
intentions.  On 30 Oectober 1795, Under-Seeretary King
despatehed to Hunter certificates of the sentences of Rachel
Turner and her friend Margaret Dawson (housekeeper and
de facto wife of surgeon William Balmain), ‘by whiel’, he said,
‘vou will perceive that the term of years for which those women
were sentenced to he transported has been for some time con-
cluded’*® Records of senteneces were not efficiently kept, and it
was often difficult in the colony to ascertain exactly when a
conviet’s sentence was duc to expire. Was the despateh regard-
ing just these two women coincidental? Was it perhaps
prompted by some representation on White’s part, designed to
put Rachel’s freedom heyond dispute? He had arrived in ILon-
don in July that year, and would have had access to the Under-
Seeretary in the ordinary course of his duty.

The other cireumstance was the presence on the scene of
Moore himself. White must have known Moore in Sydney. A
survey of certain damaged stores on Britannia had been con-
duected by White and two others in August 17924 White’s
house in the High Street was next door to Captain Raven’s.*
Britannia was in port for three months in 1792, and again for
three months in 1794 prior to White’s departure. The most
natural place for Moore to have lodged on shore would have been
the vicinity of these houses, perhaps even in the house of either
Raven or White. There is every likelihood that he was well
acquainted with both White and his housekeeper during his
first visits to Sydney. Later, White allowed Moore the virtual
ownership of his house, and entrusted him with the agency of
his other properties. Now the despateh about Raehel’s emanci-
pation reached Sydney probably hy Indispensable on 30 April
1796. Britannia reached port on 11 May following, bringing
Moore into the vieinity, if he was not already lodeing there.*®
He was appointed to the dockyard over the road on 13
September. He married Rachel on 11 January the following
vear. Yet notice of White’s resignation as prineipal surgeon
was not posted in Sydney until 17 Mayv 1797,*7 by which time
Moore was not only married to White’s housekeeper, the mother
of his child, but was in all probability living in White’s house.
Considering Moore’s reputation for probity, it seems likely that
he would have acted with White’s knowledge and approval in
making an honest woman of Rachel, and this means that the
whole matter must have been in White’s calculations during
1795 and 1796 as he considered whether or not to return to the
colony. At all events, Moore was a member of the civil establish-
ment, and Rachel Turner was a free woman, when the marriage
took place, by special permission of the Governor and witnessed
by Thomas Smyth and Margaret Dawson.*8



There was a certain social symmetry ahout Moore’s wedding.
Thomas Smyth was a member of the ecivil establishment, like
himself, locally recruited and of about the same grade; their
first land holdings were of the same extent and were side hy
side in the same area of Bulanaming. Rachel and Margaret were
apparently both English country girls, who had entered and
been discharged from His Majesty’s detention together; had
hoth been assigned to surgeons of the settlement, and could both
sign their own names (Margaret quite prettily) at the wedding.*?
The marriage marked the one essential difference between their
statuses. Rachel, having borne a son to White, was now becom-
ing the lawful wife of a respectable inhabitant of the colony:
the birth of Margaret’s first child to Balmain was only ten weeks
away when she attended Rachel’s wedding, hut she never
attained respectability.

VI

Moore’s first task was the rebuilding of several government
hoats which had hecome ‘mere wrecks and useless’. In the eourse
of the year there were also surveys to he made of HM’s ships
Reliance and Supply, which had arrived at Sydney in a most
unseaworthy condition.?®

Hunter’s Return of Labour for 1797 gives some idea of the
responsibilities of the master boat-builder.?* With sixteen ship-
wrights, caulkers, boat-builders, labourers, and watechmen in the
dockyard, the following work was executed:

Built a new pinnace; a whaleboat for Paramatta, a burthensome
punt for discharging ships with the more expedition, a hoat for .M.
ship the Reliance; a longhoat for H.M. ship the Supply; repair the
Francis schooner, the hospital, and South Head bhoats; ecrccted a
steamer for seasoning of plank; pailed in the dockyard, hung gates,
built sheds for boats and for the sawyers; lined the inside of the
provisions store; remounted upon new carriages the two hrass ficld-
pieces; made sheds, hacks, barrows, molds ete. for the brickmakers,
the former ones having been suffered to go to decay; layed the keel
of a new brig of 150 tons burthen; built a new wood hoat for the
hospital.

In addition, ‘the foundation of a new house for the master-
shipwright’ was laid by government labour. This was a large
stone house built adjoining the dockyard at its northern end,
and it was apparently still not completed early in 1799, so we
cannot say just when Moore moved into it. But this may bhe a
convenient point at which to say something about the topo-
graphy of the west side of Sydney Cove.’? For with this cradle
of our city none had closer or longer associations than Thomas
Moore.

The hospital, the market-place, and the dockyard, were the
three centres of activity on the High Street where it moved
through the Rocks area, a little in from the shore. Moore had
a kind of link even with the hospital, through his oblique
relationship with White, but he was intimately part of both the
market-place and the dockyard. The market-place was a kind of
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bulge in the High Street where it passed by the Public or
Hospital whart. On the harbour side of the market, and adjoin-
ing the dockyard, was the house of Daniel Cubitt, not far from
Isaac Nichols’ house on the other side of the approach to the
wharf. TLooking down to the wharf from the west side of the
market were the houses of John White and Captain Raven.
Iividently, as we have seen, Moore lived in White’s house from
1796 to 1799, if not earlier. ITe and Cubitt were called upon,
having heen Isaac Nichols’ nearest neighhours, to testify to the
latter’s general conduet, at a trial early in 1799.5% White had
been given a fourteen year lease of his site in May 1793, and he
renewed this in 1806 in the name of his and Rachel Moore’s son
Andrew.?® But there is little doubt that this was the residence
advertised for letting in the Sydney Gazette in March 1804, and
there deseribed as ‘known by the name of Mr Moore’s house . . .
nearly opposite the hospital wharf’. It had ‘an excellent garden
containing some choice fruit-trees’, and was idecal for trade.
After Moore moved out of it to live in his official residence, it
had been rented hy William Tough, a closc associate of Moore’s.
(Tough and Moore were fellow trustees of William Cox’s estate,
until the former died in February 1805.) Then two friends
of Tough’s operated there, Captain Buyers and another sailor
named Turnbull,3® who, having been shipwrecked in the Pacifie,
arrived in Sydney from Tahiti in Dwsrt in September 1803. The
new tenant in 1804 was Rosetta Stabler, who ‘dressed vietuals’,
and sold heer and pork pies there.3® (Stabler’s heer was perhaps
the first to be hrewed commercially in the colony!) Moore’s
name was to be linked with this spot for a century. In
September 1807, Raven’s house next door, ‘painted red’, was
put up for auction.®™ Presumably Moore hought it. At all
events, a lease of 793 rods here (White’s and Raven’s places?)
was given to Moore by Paterson in July 1809, and, with slight
adjustments, given to him as a crown grant by Macquarie on 25
August 1812538 By this time Moore had left Sydney for
Liverpool, and the property was let. In the 1820’s and 30’s,
Ifrancis Mitchell, a wealthy ship’s chandler, ran his business
in the premises.?® Eventually Moore gave the property to
Bishop Broughton in 1839 to assist in the Dbuilding of St
Andrew’s Cathedral, and to provide an endowment. The site—
today it comprises three shops with a frontage of 100 ft. on
the south-west corner of George and (flohe Streets—iwas resumed
by the State Government in 1901, and the Cathedral received
£20,000 compensation, which still represents the only large
endowment the Cathedral has heen given for its maintenance, in
its history sinee 1819.

Hunter’s dockyvard was mnorth of the Publie whart. Tt
extended from about the front door of the present Maritime
Services Building to a point a little heyond Cadman’s cottage.
The house huilt for Moore as master-shipwright was immediately
north of this, approximately where the Mariners” Church was
later built, which is now the main hall of the Missions to Seca-
men. The shore-line was precipitous at this point, and the large
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rocks at the water’s edge, which formed an island at high tide,
make it casy to identify Moore’s house on carly maps and draw-
ings. It evidently had upper gable rooms, and stood back in
its own garden, facing the Cove. ITere, or hereabouts, had heen
the very first burial ground aof the colony. Behind Moore’s
house, across the High Street, but a little further south, was the
vesidence of Surgeon Balmain and the hospital buildings. To
his north, where Captain Henry Waterhouse and John Baughan
the master carpenter had originally resided, Moore’s neighbour
was merchant Robert Campbell, who purchased the Waterhouse
and Baughan properties about June 1799, and so began his
trading about the time of Moore’s arrival at that end of High
Street. The two men were closely associated: Robert Campbell
Junior became executor and trustee of Moore’s estate after the
latter’s death in 1840,

Farly in 1799 the location of Moore’s new house figured in
the trial of Isaac Nichols, the proecedings of which are recorded
in full in the flistorical Records of New Sowth Wales.®! Nichols,
an emancipated conviet, was oversecr of conviets in Sydneyv at
the time. Later he became a shipowner and landowner, and
under Paterson and Macquarie became the colony’s first post-
master. In 1799 he lived in a substantial house which he had
built on the south side of the dockyard. As we have scen, Moore
was called on at his trial (on a charge of having received stolen
eoods) to testify to his good character and his orderly house,
Moore having lived opposite him in the market-place for some
time. Part of the evidence was that the stolen tobacco had heen
placed by a certain party ‘hetween two rocks near the new
house building for Mr Moore’. Lieutenant William Kent, whose
own house was on the north-east corner of (GGeorge and Bridge
Streets, and who voted to acquit Nichols, offered the following
comment on the location: ‘The dockyard is hetween the house
of Isaac Nichols and Mr Moore’s, and the fenee of the dockyard
runs into the water over the rocks on that side Syvdney Cove,
whieh rocks are steep to, so that there is no way of passing
from Nichols’s house to the two rocks where the tobacco was
found but on the main road, by the hospital and other public
and private buildings, along which many people must have
heen passing and repassing . .

In August of 1798 Moore was appointed an officer of the
Vice-Admiralty Court which tried the case of the mutiny on
Barwell. The court consisted of some eight naval officers and
the same number of civilians. With Moore sat the surgeon,
Thomas Arndell and Baron Alt the surveyvor of the colony.%?
Moore continued as a member of this court on other occasions.
In August 1802, for example, he was a member of the Court
which tried the master of IHercules in conneetion with the
shooting of mutincers.

As the colony’s boat-builder, Moore was closely concerned
not only with the colony’s main means of transport. hut also
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with the various coastal expeditions of men like (ieorge Bass
and Matthew Iflinders.

Ifor Bass’s expedition of 1798 on which he established the
existence of a strait hetween Van Diemen’s Land and the main-
land, IIunter had ‘furnished him with an execellent whale boat,
well-fitted, vietualled and manned to his wish’.%® This boat had
been Dbuilt in Sydney of native banksia timber. Tt is quite
possible, therefore, that it was built hy Moore. Positive evid-
ence is lacking, though a whale-hoat is listed among the items
construeted at the doekyard in 1797.%¢

Investigator, in which IFlinders charted the whole coast of
Australia, came out from Iingland, but it was Thomas Moore
and his team who repaired and refitted it in Sydney when it
limped home after it had nearly come to grief in the Ciulf of
Carpentaria.®®

Moore of course knew hoth men, who were about his own
age. e sat with I'linders on the Viee-Admiralty Court. When
I'linders finally left for Iingland in September 1803, it was in
the tiny Cumberland, placed at his disposal after the wreek of
Porpoise. The departure of Cwumberlund raised a cheer. ‘This
vessel’, reported the Syduey Gazette, ‘is only 29 tons hurthen;
but being huilt by Mr Moore under the direction of Governor
Hunter . . . there is no doubt of her continuing as a good sea
hoat as experience has shewn her to be in very tempestuous
weather off Norfolk Island and in Bass’s Straits, and in every
way equal to carry a Sufficiency of IProvisions and Water for
(Maptain I'linders, the Officers, and nine men who are appointed
to navigate the first vessel built in this Colony to Iingland . . .
May her voyage he safe and expeditious!®® Tt was scarcely
Moore’s fault that so small a ship, originally built to hring grain
from the Hawkesbury, was harvdly equal to its task. Ilinders
practically apologizes to the huilder for the complaints he was
foreed to make of the inereasing problems of sailing her. Never-
theless, I'linders records that in Cumberland he was able to
‘add muel’ to his “former investigation of the dangerous strait
between New Holland and New Guinea’ and do ‘everything for
the advancement of geography and navigation’ that his orders
made possible.®” e was compelled, as everyone knows, to put
in at Mauritius, to his lasting loss. There Cumberland remained
when Flinders was released six and a half years later, the
I'rench refusing to give her up. Flinders records that hetween
1803 and 1810 he ‘saw the Cuniberland employed in the French
serviee’.%8 T know not what became of her.

GGeorge Bass had ecloser links with Moore. In 1800 Bass
married Klizabeth Waterhouse, sister of Cfaptain Ienry Water-
house, in London. The Waterhouses were friends of .John
White, and Tlizabeth was acting as foster-mother to Andrew
White, Rachel Moore’s child, in Kngland. Bass returned alone
to Sydney in his hrig Venus, and in 1803 sct out to explore the
commereial possibilities of Dusky Bay, and to go on from there
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to South America.®® It is natural to suppose that he was in
consultation with Moore about Dusky Bay before he left. But
no certain trace of him was ever discovered thereafter. One of
the last rumours of him is contained in a letter written by
Moore, dated at [dverpool, New South Wales, on 15 December
1817:

I have just heard a report that Mr Bass is alive yet in South America.
A captn. of a vessel belonging to this port, trading among the islands
to the east, fell in with a whaler, and the captn. informed he had
seen such a person, and described the person of Mr Bass. The captn.
of a vessel out of this port knowing Mr Bass well, he is of a bhelief,
the description that the master of the whaler gives of him, it’s cer-
tainly Mr Bass—heing a doetor too—which is still a stronger reason.7

VIl

It is not clear how carly Moore, whose ultimate wealth
came chiefly from the land, actually became a landowner. e
received a grant of 470 acres at Bulanaming on the 5 Octoher
1799, but in Hunter’s account of land grants for that year there
is a note: ‘By different Governors, hut renewed in one grant
by Governor IHunter’.™ The same note is attached to a similar
erant to Thomas Smyth, the Provost Martial, whose allotment
adjoined Moore’s. If the note is accurate it presumably means
that Moore had acquired some sort of title to land even hefore
the arrival of Hunter in 1795, that is while he, Moore, was still
on Britannia. He was, as we remember, on shore for a time
during 1794 when (irose was acting governor and again from
March to June 1795 in TPaterson’s administration. His name
does not appear among the Bulanaming allotments on Girimes’
‘Plan of the Secttlements in New South Wales’ of 1796,72 and
neither does Smyth’s, but he may have had some sort of holding
nevertheless.

The Bulanaming settlement was the eclosest agrieultural
settlement to Sydney itself. It was formed in Ifebruary 1793. Tt
was a section of the distriet of Petersham, south from Parrva-
matta Road, and by 1799 comprised approximately what is now
Stanmore and Enmore. Moore’s holding, known as ‘Douglas
Irarm’ adjoined the southwest corner of Major Johnston’s
‘Annandale Farm’ and lay south of the properties of Thomas
Rowley (Kingston FFarm) and Rdward Laing (who formerly
had a holding at Watson’s Bay).™ T surmise that today’s
Douglas Street, by Stanmore station, marks approximately the
northern boundary of this farm. Thomas Smyth’s holding was
on Moore’s eastern houndary towards Camdenville. By 1801
Moore had only five acres of his property ecleaved.™ Tle sup-
ported one horse and five hogs and was assigned onc conviet
to assist him in the oversight. A wvear later the return shows
that he had 100 acres cleared, five of which were in production
of maize and wheat. He had six horses, eleven horned cattle and
four hogs, and still one conviet to work the property.”® Tn
October 1803 Moore’s farm was enlarged by a further grant of
700 acres.” This extended his property southward to Cook’s
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The Tublet OF,
M THOS MOORE.
WHO DEPARTED FHIS LIFR ON THE,
157 DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1888 ,.
AGED 26 TRARS .

SHE WAS THE MOST APFECTIONATE, AND ¥IRTUOUS WIFE,
A TRENDER MOTHER, AND EVER KIND TO THE POOR.
SHE WAS UNITED TO HER HUSBAND FOR 42 YEARS,
DURING WHICH TIME, SHE WAS A CONSTANT ATTENDANT
AT THE HOUSE OF GOD, AND A STRIT OBSERVER OF
FAMILY PRAYER. AND DIED IN PRACE

SICKNESS AND- SORROW MINGLE HERE,

EACH HEART WITH TENDERNESS I8 MOVED,

ERE LONG WE'LL BE RESUMED AGAIN,

AND RAISED TO NOBLER ENDS ABOVE.

Memorial to Rachel Twrner (Mrs Thomas Moore) in St

Lule’s Chureh,
Liverpool, N.S.TV.



River and was approximately within the avea ol Marrviekville
bounded today by Stanmore Road to the north, Livingstone
Road on the west, Prinees IIighway on the east and Cook’s River
on the south.

In December 1805 Moore received his first grant of land at
Banks Town—750 acres in the bend of the George’s River in the
area now known as Moorebank. When he resigned his position
as master boat-builder in Oectober 1809 his Moorehank estate
was enlarged by 1,300 acres (300 acres granted on the 6
September and six smaller farms on the 1 November). Ile con-
tinued to inerease his holdings in the Liverpool distriet and later
was granted a further 2,000 acres by Maequarie in recognition
of his work as a magistrate.

There is a reference to Moore’s Bulanaming farm in Mae-
quarie’s Journal. On 13 Deeember 1810 Macquarie inspeeted
the farms of the Petersham distriet, hetween Robert Campbell’s
farm at Canterbury and the Grose farm on the present univer-
sity site. He and Mrs Maequarvie came hy ecarriage from Parra-
matta that morning and had first visited the Townson and
Laycock farms on the west side of Botany Bay. Tlaving arrived
at Campbell’s farm the governor sent his lady on hy carriage
along the Canterbury Road to await him at the Grose farm
while he inspeeted the remaining properties on horsehack. ©i
called at Mr Moore’s, Mr Blaxeell’s, Mr Blaxland’s, Captain
Rowley’s and several other smaller farms in the district of
Petersham, all of which are poor and of little value; the farm
houses, however, are tolerably good and considerable pains have
heen taken to elear, enclose and improve the lands.”'®

Moore firmly established his position in the eolony under
Hunter, and he reeceived even warmer encouragement under
King, who found him ‘a most useful and necessary officer’.™
His ships began to sail. Cumberland was completed in 1801, and
was used fully for loeal purposes until she was given to I'linders
in 1803. The cutter Integrity was bhegun in 1802, and launched
in January 1804. King was pleased:

Although there was mueh interruption in the work, yet the average

was only 4 carpenters’ lahour for 13 months, and one pair of sawyers

20 weeks, exelusive of the labour in getting the timher. We have only

2 men that ean be ealled ship earpenters, the rest heing rough house

earpenters and ‘prentice hovs. 1 have stated this eircumstance to show

the time it has taken, with the people we have, to huild that vessel,
which is extremely well put together and strong, and for her first
vovage is gone to Basses Straits and the Derwent.7

The Sydney (fazelle was also pleased.
This vessel, huilt by Mr Moore, ix allowed to he the first piece of
workmanship that has hitherto heen performed here: her cabin is
spacious and ecommodious, and by the introduetion of a sliding or
shifting partition, can be extended forward as far as the foreeastle
bulkhead: her keel measures 46 feet, and she is 60 feet over-all; across
the heam 16 feet 9 inches, and her computed tonnage 59 3 4ths.80

On 4 Iebruary, when Infegrity set out on her first vovagc
to Port Phillip and the Derwent, the governor himself ‘took
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an excursion down the harbour and out of the heads’ on board
her ‘hy way of trial; and it is acknowledged that both in fast
sailing, working, and her appearance under way, this handsome
vessel answers every expeetation’.8!

Unfortunately her life was a short one. King sent her to
South Ameriea, under a flag of truce, with letters to the
Governor of Chile concerning the seizure of Spanish vessels by
Harrington. She sailed from Sydney on 20 June 1805, and was
never heard of again.

The Portland, a larger brig of 160 tons, whose keel had
been laid in ITunter’s time, was still proceeding. There was not
enough labour to finish her, and in fact she was not completed
until after Moore’s time at the dockyard. In 1816 she was
launched and renamed Elizabeth ITenrietta.

Thus the colony was very short of shipping after the
departure of both Cwmberland and Integrity. But Moore had
his hands full.

In April 1805 King wrote: ‘The constant work there has
been for the few carpenters under the master-builder in repair-
ing the Buffalo, cutting down and refitting the Investigator,
and keeping the other Colonial vessels in repair, and building
boats for this and the other settlements, has prevented any other
vessel being begun for the use of the Crown, which will he
commenced as soon as the indispensible work will admit of it.”s2

Meantime, Moore had a second official appointment. Ifor in
Mareh 1803 King had appointed him Survevor of Timber for
Naval Purposes. Hunter had written enthusiastically of the
New South Wales timbers and their value for ship building, and
how it was proposed to send a ship load to Iingland. Moore had
to inspect and select the wood, and he was given a team of
carpenters and labourers to hew the wood to suitable lengths for
the ships’ holds. He used some timber from his own farm and
from Captain Kber Bunker’s, which adjoined it: ‘Red and other
gums, string and iron bark, mahogany, and other hard woods’
were preferred. A new species was discovered on the (feorge’s
River, resembling the lignum vitae. King requested Moore to
examine it, and, on his approval, a quantity was got ready for
export.8?

Moore’s job was an important one, and he was understand-
ably disappointed that his name was not among those who
veceived a rise in salary early in 1804. But the governor was
not slow to impress Lord TTobart with his worth:

The master hoat builder, who has built two decked vessels, and is
beginning a third, exclusive of every other work incident to a person
in his active situation, has made known to me his disappointment in
not finding himself included in the advance. Could his pay be increased
to 10s. a day, T humbly conccive it would he sceuring the zeal and
services of a very valuable man to this colony. Fe has selected and
colleeted all the timber sent hy the Glatton and Calewtta R,
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Another picee of carpentry—yery minor—in King's regime
may bhe mentioned.

One of King’s first actions, and perhaps the earliest form
of corporate benevolence in the colony, was the founding of the
Orphan School in 1800. Captain William Kent’s fine house and
garden, on the N.E. corner of George and Bridge Streets, was
purchased, and a committee which ineluded chaplains Johnson
and Marsden was charged with establishing the home. Muys
King and Mrs Paterson were daily visitors and a solution to
the problem of the unwanted or illegitimate children of conviets
was attempted. One of the first necessities was to provide beds,
and it was to Thomas Moore ‘the master carpenter’ that the com-
mittee turned to give an estimate of the quantity and price of
timber required to make fifty ‘eradles’ holding two children
apiece. Moore duly informed the committee that 1757 feet of
timber at 10/- per 100 feet would he required.8?

Our knowledge of Moore’s character is derived entirely
from incidental references to his activities, and from occasional
remarks made by others about him. We have nothing from his
own pen. But it scems clear that, as Broughton said, he had
‘eood sense and good prineciples’. Ie is frequently found in
positions of trust. In 1804 he acted for his friend Captain
Bunker, letting both his farm, and his ‘elegant and substantial’
new stone house in Pitt’s Row.8¢ The same year he became a
trustee of William Cox’s estate, with Marsden, Rowley and
Robert Campbell.3” Captain Rowley himself died in 1806, and
Moore was eventually appointed by the government to he
guardian of his children and trustee of his cstate.8® When
Thomas Smyth died suddenly in 1805, Moore was called on to
act as coroner;?® he also succeeded Smyth as licutenant and
second in command of the Sydney Company of the Loyal
Association.?® (This seems to have been his first experience in
the militia; though he had earlier acted as a kind of honorary
artilleryman, for it is reported that ‘when the guns were to he
loaded, even for a salute upon a holiday, the master shipwright
was the person selected for that purpose!® Te was in demand
as a business agent. In 1805 he was engaged by William Camp-
bell of Madras, master of Harrington, to survey cargo ahoard
two Spanish prize ships,®? and a year later he appeared in the
Vice-Admiralty Court as agent for Harrington’s owners, as did
also Simeon T.ord.”

VIII

King finished his term as governor in 1806, and Moore,
having concluded ten years on the establishment, gave notice of
his own intention to ‘depart for Turope’.®* However, he did not
carry this out. ITe was still in Sydney when Bligh took office
in August, and with Richard Rouse, the Superintendent, sub-
mitted a report to Bligh on the condition of the publie buildings
in the colony, beginning, incidentally, with his own house, whieh
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was, of course, the first publie building at the north end of
igh Street.%

Moore occupied a somewhat ambiguous position in relation
to Bligh. On the one hand, he retained his situation without
disturbance by Bligh: Surgeon Harris might complain to ex-
governor King that ‘every person who held any situation in
vour time is turn’d to the right ahout’, hut Moore at least seems
to have been an exception.?® On the other hand, Bligh specified
Moore as one of those who sought his arrest, and he mentioned
him again in his famous proclamation of 1809 as one of fifteen
civilians whom he forbade to leave the colony.%*

Moore, however, though his signature certainly appears on
the petition to Johnston to arrest Bligh, and again on the letter
of thanks after the event,” does not seem to have heen activelv
involved in the rebellion. e did aet with Blaxeell, John Blax-
land, Laycock, Bunker and others on a commission to survey
the government stores, a survey designed to demonstrate that
‘the most shameful abuses had heen practised’,”® hut he declined
to serve when appointed to the court of eivil jurisdietion.®?
Ie said he was too busy with his regular duties; but perhaps he
had qualms about the whole procedure. ITe continued at his
civil job, and Bligh may have heen glad enough to know that
he was at work on Porpoise, which had heen damaged at Hobart
and was some months under repair at Svdney in the latter
months of 1808.11 'When it had Dbeen first agreed that Bligh
should return to Kngland in Porpotse, it was Moore who had
heen called in to make the necessary alterations to T.ieutenant
Symonds’s cabin so as to accommodate Bligh to his wishes.10?
One of Bligh’s last acts hefore finally getting away in Porpoise
was to give the naval brig Lady Nelson into Moore’s charge,
with directions to hand her over to Paterson should he require
her for the use of the colony.1?

Bligh’s indietment of Moore must have heen hecause of the
position he held in the colony rather than hecause of any overt
act. After all, he was an officer of the civil establishment, who
had bheen party to the governor’s arrest. ITe was also an officer
in the Loyal Association. In fact, a few weeks after Bligh’s
arrest, he was promoted by Johnston to be Captain and Com-
mandant, in place of Richard Atkins, Bligh’s judge-advocate.1%*
Officers of the Association ranked next bhut subordinate to army
officers of the same rank,®® and this may mean that Bligh
regarded the Association as in as mutinous a position as the
New South Wales Corps itself.

Bligh had further grounds of apprehension regarding
Moore in that, while he (Bligh) was under arrvest, Moore pur-
chased the Spanish prize ship Pegasus and announced that he
was sending it out on a sealing expedition.l®® Only a few weeks
carlier it had been proposed to send Bligh home to England in
Pegasus. To make things worse, Pegasus, instead of going after
seals, left Sydney with a very high-powered party of naval
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and merchant officers and a detachment of New South Wales
Corps to give chase to Harrington which conviets had made off
with. 197 After an expensive and fruitless jaunt of nine wecks
to New Zealand and New (faledonia, she returned, Moore heing
fully reecompensed for the charter trip.™™ No doubt some of
Bligh’s annoyance and apprehension over the whole incident
rubbed off on to the new owner of Pegasus.

Moore’s work as hoat-builder, however, was nearly finished.
A few months after Bligh’s departure he formally resigned.
He had growing interests in trade and land. Ahout the same
time as Bligh left Sydney in Porpoise, Captain Bunker brought
Moore’s Pegasus back to Sydney (on 15 March 1809) from a
highly successful sealing expedition, with no less than 12,600
scal skins. Pegasus left on another sealing trip in May 1809
under Captain Chase, first conveying fifty male prisoners and
provisions to Hobart, where she was intereepted by Bligh.t*®
Over a year later she arrived in London (18 August 1810), via
Stewart Island, Chatham Islands and Rio de Janeiro, and was
sold.11®  Secaling was Australia’s first export industry, and
Moore’s associations with sealing—Dhoth at Dusky Bay and
through his own ship—were not insignificant.!*!

Moore had never got his rise in salary, but his services to
the colony were not unrecognized. In November 1809 T.ieutenant-
GGovernor Paterson wrote to Lord Castlercagh: “Mr Thomas
Moore, Master Boat Builder, having requested to retire, I have
permitted him to do so, and from his having faithfully served
in that ecapacity for upwards of 13 years, 1 have judged him a
proper @bject of the indulgences given to settlers of the most
respectable class.’’'2 So Moore hecame a gentleman by govern-
ment direetion, despite his humble origins, and it was Thomas
Moore Esquire whom, on 17 May 1810, Macquarie appointed a
magistrate in the distriet of George’s River; the same orvder
appointing D’Arey Wentworth and Simeon Tord, also now
Bsquires, to be magistrates in Sydney.'*® Macquarie entered
on his duties on 1 January that yvear, and Moore’s life in the
colony entered a new phase which lies outside the scope of this
paper.'* Thomas and Rachel entertained the governor and his
lady on his tour of the distriet in Deecember of that year, and
Macquarie largely entrusted Moore with the arrangements for
the founding of Tiverpool on the other side of the river from
Moore Bank. ‘Good honest Mr Moore’ was the opinion formed
hy Macquarie, and Moore was invited to a dinner-party with
the governor at which the founding of the five new towns
was celebrated.11®

In all his activities, philanthropie, religious and commerecial,
Moore remained a figure of general esteem. When in 1827 he
sold his shares in the Bank of New South Wales, with which
he had been associated from its inception, the Sydney Gazette
‘exquisitely rejoiced’ that they were taken up by Mr Danicl
Cooper, ‘of the insulted firm of Cooper and Tevy’, hut the editor
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expressed regret at Moore’s loss to the Bank, on the ground that
‘Mr Moore is an honest, plain-dealing and unsophisticated man,
and one of our primitive and most respected (folonists’.!1%

IX
I should like to tie a last thread.

In February 1823 Lieutenant Andrew Douglass White
returned to Sydney in Morley, and joined the Moore household
at Liverpool.””™ He had left Australia as a babe. He had been
cared for at first by Tlizabeth Waterhouse, whom he called ‘the
earliest friend of my infaney’. When John White married in
England, Andrew hecame part of the White household. In his
will he provided generously for his half-sisters and brother, as
a mark of gratitude for the ‘constant kindness and maternal
affection’ of ‘my dear and much estcemed Mrs White’. But side
by side with this is a more tender reference to Rachel Moore:
‘to my dearest Mother I know not what to leave except my
Waterloo medal. Tt is the only honorary mark of distinetion T
have received. T think she will value it more than anything
elge.’118

To his mother he now returned. Perhaps Moore paved the
way for this during a visit to England in 1818.1'% Shortly
after Andrew returned to New South Wales he described his
step-father as ‘a real friend of whom few can know the value
and few can form any idea of my obligations to him’.12® In
1827, Andrew White made a codicil to his will which throws
an interesting light on Thomas Moore’s own intentions at that
time: ‘Knowing the disposal he has made of his property in my
favour, I wish whatever property in the colony of New South
‘Wales belonging to me at the time of my decease in consequence
of the bequest of Thomas Moore may bhe bestowed according to
the provisions of the last will and testament of Thomas Moore
of Moore Bank in the same manner as if they never had come
into my possession’.'?! This secems to imply that Moore was at
that stage planning to make Andrew White his heir, but that
Andrew himself considered he should have no more than a life
interest in the estate, so that some other intention which Thomas
Moore entertained might not bhe robbed of fulfilment. Tt is
natural to suppose that Moore had already conceived the design
of benefiting the Church of England, and if so, Andrew White’s
self-denial may bhe taken as a further mark of his estcem for
the character of his step-father. If we could be sure that Moore
had thoughts of a bhenefaction for the Church of Fngland as
early as 1827, we might speculate as to the possible influences
which led to this. Broughton did not arrive as archdeacon
until 1829. His predecessor, the first archdeacon of New South
Wales, was Thomas Hobbes Scott, whom Moore would have
known as Commissioner Bigge’s assistant some years carlier.
Scott’s work has been variously estimated. But it would be
interesting if it could bhe established that Moore’s ‘pious and
humble design’ owed something to the influence of Scott.

24



[t will be remembered that, after his return to England
with Commissioner Bigge, Scott had been ordained, and had
become rector of the parish of Whitfield near Durham. In
1823 his views on the future of eduecation in the colony of
New South Wales were sought by Lord Bathurst. Scott had set
out his views in full, and amongst other things had recom-
mended that in one of the eentral schools (which he advocated)
there should be organized an academy to lay the foundations of
a university in which students would proceed to degrees in
classical, scientific and general subjects. Bathurst was impressed
with Secott’s ideas, and the following vear Scott beecame the
first archdeacon of the colony. In 1826 Scott made a further
report to Governor Darling on the needs of edueation, and
again referred to the need for an institute of higher learning
which would pave the way for a university.’?2 One must allow
the possibility that Moore was aware of Secott’s ideas, and that
he may have had in mind to assist in their execution. When
Scott returned to Fngland, it was to the Whitfield Rectory in
Northumberland, whence he had come. Not far away lived
Thomas Moore’s brother, and his nephew, and Scott was in
toueh with them.'?® This itsell suggests a link hetween Scott
and Moore.

However, Andrew White did not heecome Moore’s heir, for
he died in 1837.12¢ A year later his mother, Rachel Moore, died
also.12® Thomas swrvived her two vears,’2® and finally the names
of all three appcared on the vault which still stands in the
Liverpool cemetery.

In St Luke’s church nearby is a monument to Rachel show-
ing her face in profile, and with these words: “The Tablet of
Mrs Thomas Moore who departed this life on the 13th day of
November 1838 aged 76 vears. She was the most affectionate and
virtuous wife, a tender mother, and ever kind to the poor. She
was united to her husband for forty-two vears, during which
time she was a constant attendant at the house of God, and a
strict observer of family prayver, and died in peace’ This
encomium on a virtuous woman reflects as mueh honour on
Thomas as it does on Rachel. Tt is pleasant to think that, if she
had once heen less respectable than her hushand, at least it was
all above forty-two years before. Time mends all, and today
the portrait of this one time prisoner of the Crown, appearing
on the same canvas as her hushand’s, hangs in the Chapter
House of St Andrew’s Cathedral along with those of Bishop
Broughton and his episeopal suceessors.?2?
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captured from the Spaniards by ILAM. I'rigate Cornwallis. The
Sydney Gazette of 12 May 1808 stated that Mr Thomas Moore hadl
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H.R.4. I, Vol. VII, p. 177.
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[ owe this reference, with other information regarding Moore’s early
association and dealings with the Bank of N.S.W.| to Patricia Quinn,
Archivist of the Bank of N.S.\V. in its sesqui-centenary year.

S8.G., 13 February 1823. Sce note 39.

Andrew White’s will, 1571 (1), Probate Oftice, Sydney.

M. L. Loane refers to such a visit in his article on Moore in the
Australian  Dictionary of Diography. Rienits states that Andrew
White, who had heen an oiticer in the Royal Engineers since 1812,
remained on service in France, after the hattle of Waterloo, until 1818.
White was promoted sccond captain in 1826, op. cit., p. 31.

From his will, dated 12 June 1824 (see note 118). Ife left Moore his
gold wateh and chain: *he will value them bheeause they onee were
mine’.

Dated 30 November 1827. See note 118.

H.R.A4. 1, Vol. XII, p. 316; A. G. Austin, Select Documents in Aus-
tralian Iiducation 1788-1900, Melbourne 1963, p. 7.

Broughton to Watson, 29 November 1838: ‘I learned that he had still
a brother and a nephew living in Xngland. They live I believe in
the North of Iingland near to Archdeacon Scott, through whom some
communication has been once or oftener made to them.

Broughton to Coleridge, 22 December 1841: *. . . the old gentle-
man has left a brother and sister . . . Moore’s family are in com-
munication with the Reverend Archdeacon Scott, Whitfield Rectory,
Haydon Bridge, Northumberland, and with the Reverend George
Fielding, Bishop-Auckland: through either of whom the papers might
be conveyed to them: most readily | helieve by the latter’. Originals
in Broughton Library, Moore College, Sydney.

On 24 November, at his residence, Parramatta, after a short illness’,
Sydney Morning Herald, 27 November 1837. Rienits says ‘he lived
for some years in Maccquaric Street, Parramatta, where on 18th June
1835 he married Mary Ann, eldest daughter of A. K. Mackensie, J.I’.,
of Dockeairn, Bathurst’, op. ecit., p. 31.

‘At Liverpool, on the 13th instant, Mrs Rachel Moore, after a long
protracted illness . . . aged 76 years. She died in peace, much, and
deservedly, lamented’, Sydney Morning Iferald, 21 November 1838.
‘At his residence, Liverpool, on Thursday, the 24th instant,.in the
seventy-ninth year of his age . . . Mr Moore was one of our oldest
Colonists and much esteemed for his piety and charity’, Sydney
Morning Ilerald, 28 December 1840.

My interest in Moore’s early ecarcer was first stimulated by Arch-
deacon F. B. Boyce’s pamphlet, Thomas Moore, An Larly dustralian
Worthy (London, 1914). There are short articles in The dustralian
Encyclopaedia and the Australian Dictionary of Biography, and some
reference in Archbishop I.oane’s .4 Centenary Ilistory of Moore
Theological College, Sydney, 1955. There is room for a further study
of Moore’s years at Liverpool, 1810-1840, his place in the life of the
colony during thosc years, and of the history of his benefactions to
the present day. Self-perpetuating trnstees, appointed under his will
still administer Thomas Moore’s Istate which is an important feature
in the affairs of the Diocese of Sydney.

Note: Sydney Cove, West Side, about 1810 (Picture facing page 180).

In the centre is the Government Dockyard, with the Ilospital buildings
immediately Dbeyond it. At the left, visible hetween the foremast and the
mainmast of the ship, is Thomas Moore’s house, up from the public wharf
and beyond the market place. Fssex Lane (now Glohe Street) extends up
the hill beside it. At the right is the master hoathuilder’s house oceupied
by Moore in 1799, beyond the rocks and trees and next to Robert Camp-
bell’s house at the extreme right. This section of the shore is occupied today
by the Maritime Serviece Buildings and the Overseas Terminal.
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A POSTSCRIPT

Since this essay went to press, some documents relating to
Captain Zlenry Waterhouse wave come to light, not previously published.
They contain interesting references to persons and affairs ooanected
withh the colony of II.S.W. References in them to Andrew hite lead ne
to thixlz that Andrew did not accompany his father, John White, to
England in 1794. but that Thomas lioore accepted responsibdility for the
ohild after his marriage to Rachel Turner, and entrusted him to the
care of Zenry Waterhouse when the latter returmed to England in 1300,
Andrew was certainly living with the Waterhouses in 1804 and 13056,
though spending vacations at the home of his father. Joixa White. I
further surmise that lioore may have purchased Andrew's commission for
him. In 1812 William Waterhouse (Zeary's father) wrote to lioore
about 4Andrew who had just been commissioned as Lieutenant in the
Royal Zangineers. that "he is a very handsome young man, and I am
confident as good as nhandsome, and I doubt not will by his conduct
repay you for all your expense and troublel,.

Henry Waterhouse nad been an officer omn the Sirius and 2ad then
commanced the Reliance. e had property in Sydney and Parramatta.
which i{oore became agent for after Wateriouse'!s departure. e
introcduced the first imerino sheep into T.S.W. Ffrom the Cape of Geod
Hope in 1797. =zand supplied lambs to Macartiur and MHarsden, with
well-Iziow:: contsequences., Did he also sell lambs to Moore? In October
180L e wrote to lioore: "The Spanisit wool....I believe will shortly
be an object oif attention to Government, Ifrom which I think you may
profit, by lteeping your wool etc.". Do 2.Re
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