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Look, Jesus is What areé=you leaving behind?
~ the Son of God. The crowd is just -- you've never seen a

more confused group. Here they are

this is what John tells us. When it became obvicus what they were
like,.the devil of course, having entered into Judas's
That's niwe, difficult as it is.
'Jesus knww that tﬁe Father had given him everything and that he

had come from God and would return to God. Absolutely

And how he loved his disgiplesxx ' and oh, how he loved
his disciples! This is most beautiful. That crowd - arguing, &t
loggerheads with each other - oh, how he loved
were they a 1ovab1e soc1ety° Did they being loved?
No one can ever feel . They simply became of
uhclaimed.mercy. Here was grace coming ch, how He loved

the more Israel the more he loved, because

then they deserved to be loved. Otherwise it would be all over.
4; Here was a crowd of people to most of us they would seem un-
Q{redeemable, because after three years of the teaching of the Son of
God, if this is the result, what a blatant amkhesixk failure! Are they
at all redeemable in every‘ a fact which can be

S0 the:Lord, oh, how He loved his disciples/'kEdekhmyxmmdmﬁxkamdﬁx

particularly at that time. What did he do? Listen. "So he got up
from the supper table, took off his roWwe, wrapped a towei,around His
loins, poured water into a basin and he began to wash the disciplesth
feet and wiped them with the towel that he put round." How opposite!
They are fighting among themselves as to who émong_them should take the

higest place, and the MEQ ogu?f%egff?gﬁohlo place of honor, strips

- off his garments, W}BSS a towel arcund his waist like a servant who

%# was washing the dishes, and kneels at his disciples' feet to wash them.
Ch, what an embarrassing atmospherel!-:. Can you imagine? They were.
caught right red-handed. You couldn't have found a more opposite
nature. Here was this crowd -- selfish, self-centered; and here is
the Master: he does exactly what no one among them had done. You
know, they had fotgotten the customary thing. When guests came
among the Jewé, someone is liable to come around to wash their tecl.
Tt was a custom. You know, none among the disciples had remembered
this. They completely forgot about it. It was impossible for them

o remembher . As thev were fichtina amona themselves for highest place.
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. PisT0 ON JOHN 13

How could they remember to wash each other's feet. They forgot it hee
And then the Méster gets up.

I want you to be in the room. You know how they did it. They didn't
sit at tables like the Westerners do. This was not a sitting, it was
a reclining position. Their feet were away from the center, and their
f*CES and heads were faced to the table, lying on those couches of the
Jewish tradition._ And immediately the Master comes mgasx to join who

was near, he kneels with the basin?

£ 8g3r§% was clear what he was going
to do. = Everybody could see. So the shock! Peter was shocked. '"The
Mastef hasfgotrup-from his place of honor! Look he is stripping --

now he ié‘tying %xz towel around his whikt - he is becoming a slave!"
And he is now stooping so low that he says, T want you to look at it
one way. He comes to each disciple and kneels before him and walts

for the disciple to bring his dirty feet.

Up to that moment no one had xheught actually thought about feet.
They were tucked away in oblivion - forgetfulness. 'They were not
respectable éﬁdﬁgh_io be brought to the fore, accorddng to the Jews.
Now the Mastér wants not the head, not the respectable part of you,
but the feet. 'And imagine in the light of those hands - what sort of

hands had he? They are the hands which cleansed the leper, the hands
which gave sight to the blind. They are Uhe hends which tonched he
sk and-they were healed. Theose aro thoe honds which say, brino coen

.

Toct and T will wash them. Apd immadiatoly, like en eleoctric 1iobhd,

the awareness - Qh'my dirty feect! Nverybody become awarc. In fochy
Peter, always speaks out. This is what he said,

”Jesus'khowing all . : takes of f his rcobe, ond ho
tool water and bmgan'to wash hisg diccinles! feet. When he omme Lo

Simon'Pétex5.Simon said te him, 'Master, vyou shouldn't be whshipg
our feet like this.''" Mastor, you chouldn't do that!t IR Tt wos
gqui e feasohabbe - you would have reacted like that teo. Tou she Lo
do this sort of £hihgl“ Then Jesus rveplied,
“vYou don't understend now what I s doing. Some day you sitton
"No," Peter protests,h”You shall noever wach my Ffeat, "
"Rut Cif T aon;t, you can'il be my partner.?  Tfacdonebbnomsios o
i dhe purpose for Hwashing 1o that you mf-ay‘\to my LLE}'EJ;I:‘].Q_TEVJ’.“, Yeur oo
carry the good news on dirty feet, m@aningﬁ%nﬁ anclennsed conaeio o
o him@vthat you had when you wore in sipife with each other, wivn
the atmosphere could bé cutl with o Enife, when you couldn'l Iaob o

in the eye, and John couldn't look Thomss in the eye bocunde hie



resented the other} [How on enrth could you take the messoge to the
wailting world, Peter? If you ar® going to be my partnes, my dose
Peter, I have to wash you. Mo one else can. No angoel From het"fn
it - is fhﬂse'handsialone which can ltouch the dirty conscience.

Do vou lknow, let us mbve, shill we, to the reality behind thin
picture.  He did it and he said, Thic is what T've done, you go
and do like that. -

Now, let us go to where it happened on the Chﬂouu of Calvary.
You know, this was a remenaction, a plaving the actual sccene.  'Thn
Lord was a wonderful teacher. Now he played the reality. sRemupmsns of
whénxktxhgppmﬂ&d what was going to happon.

What'happenéd was that he loft his qlory, rosc From tho,tﬁhiv?
the plaCﬂ of honor. He stripped of f his garmenfs, Phil? b, Shorious
aslhe was, he mum@ ‘emptied h}nqelf, says Paul. e took a towel -
hecame o slave, a servant. Thon ultimately on the cross of Calvary
~not water in a basin, but when the spear péerced his side, out of |
nis 51d flowed blood and water. "his was Calvary re-enacted in ithe
unper room. This is what it takes to make you, and to make wo # phr#nmﬁ
Tt is an expensive thing. My dear, your feeb and my foot, which we

take for granted. Heaven knows. Poter, writing later said, Angoebs

. . - ecking to_ -, . : o
are @ on tlpmtog- éog what is going on there! Angels desire to soc
, . : . S neanio . L o
ihe miracle of making these choractaori Inio b Winers of the Sonoof o

Then. he saild),

"See what T've done? You km don't understand, you will omdoeoatond
Tater.” wWhat does he mean? When you come and stand al Calvary oo
make your obscrvnt1on, or to use the words of this lovely bhymn.

when I survey the »wondrous crosg . . o« when I take tiwme, whon ¥

L

malke %Lerfu] invasfigétion of what happanad there - like a gurveyor
'when T leok at the depths'of mercay, the height of love, tho width meed
the hreadth of the embrace of clernity in that beautiful, cootly
CrOSE. ,IWhon T survey the wondroﬁs cross on which the:prince of
glory died - _%what happens? T pour contempht on all my prido.
T can hardly look at myself. No wonden Petﬁr sald,

"Please, Lord, don't touch my terribie feel of prida,"

“But if I don't wash you, Peter, and T'm the only onoe who oo,
vou can't have any part with me in the ministry." Then he said,

“Vou,sée whot-I have'donu" And Loam oyour Loed ond Moshor T

go and do likewise." And this is how we are going to bhe diominges |

N
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From Tthis sérﬁiée, Remember there is a little word,

YGo and de. . not Go and-~think, Go and dn . . .
nuactly like that, Go and wash each other. Don't you go and condomnn
aach other.  You descrved condemnation.  Yeou werce in strife hero
after the holy tommunion, but T cams and washed vour feet and Mo
st pnrtnors'with me . You g ans ao likewise. Yeou go and wash e aeh
others' feet, ministér to each olher.

There is a little point I didn't tell you. Lek me tell you,

Can you dmagine the Mast3r coming and bowing before Judas? Con vou

imegine thet?  The Master bowed before the man who in a few minutes

is going to bétray.him and washed hig froet. How can hat Mo wondor
when Judas diad, hc madé a profession, T betrayed absolutely innccent
Ilond., As hellooked-back,there was nol one fault, it was love, love
Tove, Jove to thé’ last or to the endd as it says, Mo logd them to thoe
last. Judas was met.with love to the onc, and his condomnntion. «o
kﬁjcction‘of 10ve;,dnd when love k of thal caliber is rojocted,
Eills. It'becmmgsthé judgment thalt kills the one thalt rejected L.
e, Jésus, neﬁer'condcmns Judags -~ you know, he covered him up. 1o
ﬁ:.'a:n.'tt‘fd him to say Who_' it was but he refuzced. He would nobt embavioono
his betfayer. ) I—-Ié_ k"ep'i': a littie space open for bhim to respond to dhat
1w That's whyrhe said, 0, perhaps he should never have bosn Trorn,
that he should_react;like that to oternol love, '
Jesus bowed before his.d|s~1wln~ and washed their feot.  Some oof
?.:_”"Cl_l | | V |
o oo end wagh onr f'x i 1*r1f1.- . Co oon ‘ Le b b

o), Do you:havc any Judases in your o munlty? Do vou have no

CJudas gomﬁwhovﬁ in uanta Barbara? Do you know whal you are going B

do o him? - Not pnt h|m in a ' not *slash him, but o

before that chara acter and with redemplive lTove in your Master 4o

v sh hlm fﬁe.eauTrﬂi ig whak eractly what he did e whatow

change in atmosphere -- from lense, difficult, selfish, sclf-centore
- :

[l

! - . . P g A “ foby eap
14 1g now 1CWQauoé iw rmelting frhorn : enthusiasm. Arn
the ”nutpf saY3, . You can't be my parinar, then you say, Oh, Lo,
wash not only m%'feet; but my the head and everything.
Wait a minute!  You don't have Lo tell him whak where to wash. G kuem
thal.. This fime Feet. Naxt Lime perheps the Tace. Dot this pan
Car dime Ahe feet - those divty Zoot of dailyowallos Thono feed e
the instruments of heing {(essessor//77) —- dally living, walliing
hera and thore,'meeting paoplo, shopping, (turning; and cnokihqﬁ'

Fimaneial prebloms —— all sovts of wili. e soys, B6 your Pocd



means ko be in strife, don't we? It'c not a strange word, 1s it7
ter y ] 3

o be one in that attitude. Uhen you are in strife, you can'i

coyodoMin b3
- .
are noit cleansed by my biood, by the woler which flowed Trom my
side nm_partnefahip is possible.  You will be walking on your own.
You will be a loncly churah membgr who has not yet experienced tho
meaning of - the depths of love in

PBut I trust that now as I am ta]king, whenever you come to fhe
holy communion, remember you are boing invited for the washing. Thint
blond cléanses, that bread is the broken body of our Lord Chrish -—

that by which you are put together. .

And then, as you leave the holy communion, always remember, go

and do likewise.

Every Christian, every church momber, is a partner - not
. 4 ]

ywrofessionally, but by grace.. Grace makos yvou a poritner, not becbooo
- 2y 5] . Y . i- T

you-are particularly hely, no. These disciples were far from ib.

They were in strife, they weroe arcuing - like us. We know whal 1+t //.

And he says, - acgain, Lt is for me te come, taka thmsm:&

dirty consciences and reactions, cleanse them and then make you

ladies partners with me. Remember when you wall
brn the streets of 5.B. when you cone firom a , v_r service
remomber that you arce. a partner. When vou sit knwaceax

zomebimes you ssuffef, ut you bhave beon broughts i,htc: g‘é:\r"l“ru‘a.lr‘:‘t‘.‘l i

Ly ithis tremendous Lord.

Final remark. They woere n =zbrifco, arguing. Can you zDugr

that they were one? T dont't believa., Tt is impossih

ane. Orieness is a stranger. And then he knelt hefore them.  And oo
we he showed:you the seccret of unity in the Christian sense of Lho
word, because we are always making mistakes, including mysell. - How
do you become one?. And I-want you to see the unifying point -

he is kneeling before theh, Every cye now is concentrated on him

in oneness. Shock, yas, bult rverybody, cvery eye is upon him, ond
bhcauée'they are all Fixed, their gazc i fixed on him, they aro
me.  There is no longer any strifa, thaytve fﬁrgoftﬁﬁ hecmuse hé o

tnealing.,  Everybody is stiracted and Jdeawn.  You know, thal ds b

Lo he one.  Thatlt was , Peter can forget ahoul John ond

John can feorgel about of James ond Jomas con oy e

about doubtful. Thomas because thay are concontrating on Jesus.

more yvou look at him, the more you are dreawn. e is tha ha

e d o,

) . o ;
e produces harmony where therce waes (poaco) harmony. and the
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