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Look, Jesus is 
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What af'e-you leaving behind? 

the Son of God. The crowd is just -- you've never seen a 

more confused group. Here they are 

this is what John tells us. When it became obvious what they were 

like, the devil . of course, having entered into Judas's 

That's nine, difficult as it is. 

Jesus knew that the Father had given him everything and that he 

had come .from God and would return to God. Absolutely 

And how he loved his dizoiptmzxx 	 and oh, how he loved 

his disciples! This is most beautiful. That crowd - arguing, at 

loggerheads with each other ..~ oh, how he loved 

were they alovable.sbciety? Did they 	 being loved? 

No one can ever feel 	. They simply became 	 of 

unclaimed mercy. Here was grace coming 	 oh, how He loved 

the more Israel 	 the more he loved, because 
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then they deserved to be loved. 	Otherwise it would be all over. 

Here was a crowd of people, to most of Us they would seem un- 

. CLredeemable, because after three years of the teaching • Of the .  Son of 

God, if this is the result, what a blatant Rihoixt failure! Are they 

at all redeemable in every 	 a fact which .  can -  be 

So the Lord, oh, how He loved his disciples; 'xRidxthuyxuRdaxli.kmmdx 

particularly at that time. What. did he do? Listen. "So he got up 

from the supper table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his 

f

. 1,, loins, poured water into a basin and he began to wash the disciples!- 

feet and wiped them with the towel that he put round." How oppositq! 

They are fighting among themselves as to who among, them should take the 

higest place, and the MV-SI T.ePuFneRf fiaMolliis place of honor, strips 

off his garments, wi4a2 a towel around his waist like a servant who 

was washing the dishes, and kneels at his disciples' feet to wash them. 

Oh, what an embarrassing atmosphere!---Can you imagine?' They were. 

caught right red-handed.' You couldn't have found a more opposite 

nature. Here was this crowd -- selfish, self-centered; and here is 

the Master::. he does exactly what no one among them had done. You 

know, they had forgotten the customary thing. When guests came • 

among the Jews, someone is liable to come around to wash their feet. 

It was a custom. YOU know, none among the disciples had remembered 

this. They completely forgot about it. It was impossible for them 

fn rpmPmhPr. Rs they  were fiahtina amon g  themselves for hi ghest. place. 
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How could they remember to wash each other's feet. They forgot it hee 

And then the Master gets up. 

T want: you to be in the room. You know how they did- it. They didn't 

sit at tables like the Westerners do. This was not a sitting, it was 

a reclining position. Their feet were away from the center, and their 

f l-ICES and heads- were faced to the table, lying on those couches of the 

Jewish tradition. And immediately the Master comes mmmx to join who 

Was near he kneels with.  the basin9f  sE;rH was clear what he was going 
to do. Everybody could see. So the shock! Peter was shocked. "The 

Master has got up from his place of. honor! Look he is stripping --

now he is tying 	tower around his wiAlt - he is becoming'a slave!" 

And he is now stooping. so low that he says, T want you to look at it 
one way. He comes to each disciple and kneels before him and waits 

for the disciple to bring his dirty feet. 
• Up to that moment no one had khom.hk actually thought about feet. 

They were tucked away in oblivion - forgetfulness. They were not 
respettable•enaLigh to be brought to the fore, accordling to the Jews, 

Now the MaSter wants not the head, not the respectable part of you, 

but the feet. 	And imagine in the light of those hands - what sort of 

hands had he? .  They are the hands which cleansed the leper, the hands 

which gave sight to the blind .• Thny 	the ilnds which .  tomehcd 

sick and They wore healed. These are the hands whj.ch say, brIn 

5et and I will wash them. Aryl immediatly, like an eictric 

[he aWIxoness - Oh my dirty fec't! Everybody became aware v 	_n T.' 

deter, always speaks out . . This is what he said, 

"Jesus -  knowing.all • 	 takes off his rCue and he 

tool water and began to wash his disciples' feet. When he elmc: 

:imon Peter, Simon said to him, 'Dster, you shouldn't be washirq 

ear fact like this.'" Master, you :2bonldn't do that!! 	Ti wo• 

quite reasonoMbe 	you would have,  reacted like that too 	"You shoulTh't 

do this sort of thing; 1S Then ,7511S rep1 	- 

"You don't understand now what I :MI doing 	x[111'4`. day yen w T1_ 

"No," - Peter .protests,."Yon shall never warTh my feet" 

"But'if 	don'ti you can't be my partnern" 

rr,,7 The pnrpose• for washing Is that yom maybe my T ■ r7t.n 	 Pi 

carry flu .goOd news on dirty Feet, m!-::, annq onrA unc1eanseF1 

time that you had when you were jn strife with each other, 
atmosphere could be cut with a  hare, when you coudn't 

in the eye, and .John couldn't look Tho 	in the eye becund he 



resented :  the other. How on cqTrth could you take the message to 1:.ho 

waiting world,Peter? If you ar72 going to be my partner, my deer 

Peter, •I have to wash you 	No one else can 	No angel from heaven, 

it is these hands alone which can touch the dirty conscience. 

Do you know, let us move, shal l  we, to the reality behind -this 

picture. He did.  it and be said, This is What I've done, you go 

and do like that.- 

- Now, let us go to where it happened on the crXoss of Calvary. 

You know, this was a-re-enaction, a p1 eying the actual scene. The 

Lord was 	wonderful teacher .. Now he played the reality. :-.R?:..71,mnr= of 

whc:.,mxikX17 ._pmmed  what was going to happen. 

What•haPpened Was that he left his glory, rose from the_tably, 

the place of honur.. He stripped off his garments ., Phit2:5, 

as he was 'he uame.emptied himself, says Paul. He took a towel 7 

became a slave, a servant. .Then ultimately on the cross of Califry 

--not water in a basin, but when the spear pci:oreed his side, out of 

his side. flowed blood and water. This was Calvary re--enacted in 

upper room. . This is what it. takes to make you, and to make me. a partnr 

It is an expensive thAng. My dear, your feet and my feet, which 

take for granted .. fleaven .  knows. Pe Lou writing later said 

are a on tip-tor9;k4-1g to 	is going on. there! Angels desire to -;r:7,c 
Vhee vieon'le 

the miracle of making these charact 	inv.0'patners of fte an 

Then. he said 

"ee what I've .done? You kn don't understand, you will nnde,-- 

I ater." What does he mean? When you come and stand at CalAry-

make .  your.  .obServation l . or to use the words of thiS lovely hymn 

When I survey the -wondrous cross . 	. when I take • time, whc-:'u 
rare . 	• make terfUlinVestigation of what happened there - like a 

when I look at the depths of mercy, the height of love, the width. amid 

the breadth of the embrace of eternity in that beautiful, costly 

cross. 	When I Survey the wondrous cross on which .  thcl)rince of 

glory died - ..what happens? I pour contempt on all my pride. 

7: can hardly look.at myself. No wonder Peter said 

"Please, Lord, don't touch my torribTe feet of pride

'BUt  if I don't. wash you, Peter, and I'm the only.ene who (:-;:!, 

you can't have any part with me in the minfstry." Then he said 

"You. see whaL I have done. And I a trine 'lord and 

go and do likewise." • And this is how we are going to be:dismis--1 
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From this' serilce. 	Remember there is a lizttle word 

'Go and do. ." 	not' Go and—think., 	Go and do . 

e y:actly like that. Go and wash each other. Don't you go and conde;Tm 

fl 011 Other. You deserved condemnation.. You were in stfifehore 

after the holy-tommuniOn l  but I came and washed your feet and main 

you partners with .me. You go and do ljkewise, You go and we. oil each. 

otherS'• feet. Minister to each other.. 

There is a. little point I didn't:I:el:1 you- Let me toll you. 

Can you .imegine.. • the Mast:3r coming and bowing before Judas? Can you 

imagine thet?- .•  The Master bowed before the man who in . a. few minutes 

Is going to betray-him and washed his feet. How can he 	No .  wonder 

when Judas died,he made . a profession, I betrayed absolutely nry 

b]Ood.- • .As he looked back there was not one faUlt, it we 1 ovn, 

love, •love to the last orto Ibe end, as it says, lie leTA them to the 

I ast, Judas. was met with love to the end, and hAs condemnntion.Ya 

rejection of:love, and when'love 	that caliber is rejected, 

Rills-„ -It . beComesthejudgment that kilTs the one that relocted. 

Tic, Jesus., never condemns Judas - you know, he covered him up. 

Wanted him to say .- ..who ..it was but he refused. -  He would n01-, epthal:i 

his betrayer. He. kept a . litt1e space open for him to reGpond to tha 

That's .whyhesaid, 0, perhaps he should • neVer, have been .bnrn, 

that he Should-react-like that to otrnel love 

Jesus. boWed before his di:7c1ples and washed their 

C,C1.1 

to go • nd wsh. our-friends.. Go 011 

Yen Do you have any Judases in your community? Do you have cc 

Judas •• someWhere in. Santa Barbara? Do you knowwhat you are .(riong 

do to him? • Not put him in a 	 not 'slash him, but 

before that character and witb redemptive love in your Maste r.  tg 

wash him fe-13.?..(:71:.T.Cat is what e---a g tly whs7 ,!t he did . 	 Wh:lt 

--.hange in atmosphere 	from tense., c2ifficult, Selfish, solf-re!)±c •., 	. 
1.t .  is now red_easA .1 .  7! melting !1:::  t r.7y/J..1 	 onthusiaSin, 

the Master says,- You 'can't be my N .-i.rtner, then you say, Oh, Lo1H, 

the - wash not only my feet, but• my the head and everything, 

1: a minute!:  You don't have ho tell him what where to -wash. 1 

that_ :This tlMe feet. Next tjAP ,:! perhu:':; the face. 	[Tut 

t ;.me.lhe .fe'et - those dirty 	of ,ThL l v 	Thes 

the instruments Of being 	 -- daily living, walt•in 

here and there, meeting .  people, shopping, (turning) and cool:ing,• 

f-inan c ial .pr0.1770 c7m5 -- all sorts of walk. 	11e says  
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are not cleansed by my blood, bw the wHter which flowed from my. 

aide no . partnership is possible. Yoh will be walking on your on., 

You ..will be .  a lonely church member who has not yet experienced lThe • 

meaning of the depths of love in 

.MA. I trust .  that now as I am t;,, lking, whenever you come to 

holy comMunion„ remember you ace being invited for the ilashing. That 

. • blood cleanses, that bread is the broken body of our Lord Christ -- 

that by which YOU are put together. 

• 	• 

 

And then, as you leave the holy communion, always remember, go -

.  and do likewise. 

Every Chriatiaft, every church member, is a partner -  not  

profess orally, but. by grace...: Grace makes you a partner ,not benanHe 

you arepartiCularly holy, no. These disciples were far from It- 

They were in Strife, they were arguing - like us. We know what lt 

- means to be in Strife, don is: we? It's- not a strange word, is it? //4 

And be 	. 	 Li; is for Me to come, take then 

dirty consciences and reactions cleanse them and then make you 

ladies partners with me. 	 Remember when you walk 

thn. the streets of S.D. when vou come from a 	 service 

remcmber •  that you are - . a partner. When you sit ;knxaxsnx  

sometimes you Suffor, but you have been brought •  into partnerap 

by this tremendous Lord. 

Final remark. 	They wereIn striffl, arguing. Can you cuqw.:1- 

that. they were one::" 	 I don't believc. 	TI: is Unpes.l.l?):: 

to be one in that attitude 	When you are in strife, you can' t: 

one - Oneness .  is a stranger. And then he k.neit _before :them. Art.3 

he showed•yoU the secret of un'Av in the Christian senSe of the 

word, because We are always making misAakes, including myself. • 

do yoU become one?. And T .  want you to see the unifying point - 

he is kneeling :before them. Every eye. now .1s concentrated on bisn 

in oneness. noek, yes. „ but everybody, every eye is upon hi.m, . 3 

because- they are •al1 fixed, their pare is fiKed on him, they are 

one, There is no longer anY strife, they'v'e forgotten because h6J 

kneeling. Everybody is attracted and (Mown. YOU know, that 

to be one 	That was 	 Peter can-forgot about John hod 

John can forget about 	 of James and jame cnner 

about doubtful Thomas because they arc ,. conccntrating on Jesua. 

more 110.1 look. at him, the more ye.1. are (lruin. 	He is the harmenir, 
csx 

Ira produces harmony where there was (peace-) harmony. and the 
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