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The Editors are not responsible for the
opinions expressed by Correspondents.

e can pay no attention to anonymous
communications.

W e have received more than one communi-
cation bearing upon the points raised in the
letter of a correspondent from Windsor, to
which we gave the substance of a reply by
the Eev. H. T. Stiles, in our last number:
but we cannot open our columns to further
controversy of this nature. It would answer
no good purpose to continue the discussion ;
but would tend rather to strife and division,
which we are most anxious to avoid.

‘Delta’s’ Original Poetry does not come
up to our standard.

Mr. O'Dell’s letter is declined.

Country Parson in our next.

Letters for the Sydney Mditors may be
addres.sed to the care of Joseph Cook and Co.,
370, George-strect, Sydney.

[Correspondence having reference to the
Ihoceses of Newcastle or Goulburn, should be
addressed to the Newcastle or Goulburn
Editors, as intimated in the first and second
numbers.]

SYDNEY, MARCH 9, 1866.

THE PETITION OF THE NEW
ZEALAND BISHOPS FOE
PERMISSION TO SURREN-
DER THEIR PATENTS.

“ The petition of the Bishops of the
Anglican Church in New Zealand” has
excited considerable attention amongst
those persons at home who take an in-
terest in the Colonial Church.

The petitioners desire to surrender
their patents, not because they are im-
pediments in the way of Episcopal
duties, or of the working of their
Church Constitution, but for the some-
what speculative purpose of removing
“ all doubts as to their status both
ecclesiastical and temporal,” and being
“ allowed to rely in future upon the
powers inherent in their olSce for per-
petuating the succession of their order
in New Zealand, and securing the due
exercise of their Episcopal functions
in conformity with their Church Con-
stitution.”

It is not pretended that any evil has
yet arisen from the possession of these
Letters Patent.

The Bishop of New Zealand, in his
opening address at the third general
Synod, held at Christ Church, April 27,
1865, affirms that the only difficulty of
any serious kind which hasoccurred in
six years was the question of the legal-
ity of the second session of the first
Synod of Christ Church. But this
difficulty had no connection whatever
with the Letters Patent, and, of course,
could form no reason for surrendering
them.
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Neither was there any apprehension
that by retaining their Letters Patent
any future difficulty would be expe-
rieneedinworking outtheir Church Con-
stitution. The petitioners are at pains
to shew how the Church Constitution
of New Zealand would be recognised
in the Supreme Court, and the autho-
rity of the General Synod be main-
tained. The Letters Patent would be
no obstruction to the future working
of the Church Constitution.

The reason assigned by the peti-
tioners for asking permission to surren-
der their Letters Patent at this parti-
cular juncture, is the recent decision of
the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, by which they affirm “ their
Letters Patent are now declared to be
null and void,” or, as the Bishop of
New Zealand expresses it in his address
to the Synod of the diocese of New
Zealand (page 9), “ by the decision of
the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council, Letters Patent and Ecclesias-
tical Laws have been swept away.”
This language is scarcely justified by
the facts of the case. It will be seen
on examination that the Letters Patent
are not absolutely null and void, and
that all ecclesiastical are not
swept away.

laws

The Privy Council’sjudgment affirms
that in a colony possessed of an inde-
pendent legislature, the Letters Patent
cannot confer ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion. This is no new information.
But it does not follow that ecclesiastical
jurisdiction cannot be exercised by a
bishop over a clergyman who has re-
ceived a license from him. On the
contrary, it is evident from the case of '
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Long v. the Bishop of Capetown, that
ecclesiastical jurisdiction can be exer-
cised, provided it is in accordance with
the laws and usages of the Church of
England. If insuch a case the Letters
Patent do not confer jurisdiction, they
do not talce it away or interfere with
its exercise. Under these circum-
stances, no reason for the surrender of
the Letters Patent arises.

In the case of acolony having an in-
dependent legislature which has con-
ferred jurisdiction, the Letters Patent
are equally innocuous.

In this diocese, the Supreme Court
required the Bishop to exercise his
authority in conformity with the law
of the colony. In New Zealand we
learn that “the Church Constitution
has been recognised by an Act of the
Colonial Legislature” (see petition),
and by virtue of such recognition,
ecclesiastical jurisdiction is conferred
and can be exercised.
the Privy Council has in no xvay inter-
fered with that ccclessiastical jurisdic-
tion which the Church in New Zealand
relies upon. Ecclesiastical law, in this
instance can hardly be said to have
beenswept away. AVhilethe judgment
expressly names English Ecclesiastical
Law as our guide in the Colonial
Church, so far as it is applicable.

How then have the Letters Patent
been declared null and void ? They
do not in certain colonies confer juris-

The decision of

diction. This is a very different thing
from declaring them null and void, or
discussions them away. Prom docu-
ments printed by order of the Melf
bourne Church Assembly, and re-
printed in The Church Chronicle of the
21st of last month, page 65, it
will be seen that the letters patent are
held to create a corporation sole
with perpetual succession. They de-
signate the person to be consecrated
as Bishop ; they assign the territory
in which he is to exercise his office,
and they confer a territorial title.
With these and other effects of the
Letters Patent the Judgment of the
Privy Council does not interfere. It
cannot, therefore, be said to have
swept them away; nor can the Letters
Patent, in these and other important
particulars, bo said to be null and void.
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AVhy, then, are they to be surren-
dered? In the 10th clause of the
Petition a further reason is assigned.
The petitioners affirm their conviction
that the right of appointment of
Bishops in New Zealand is not part of
the prerogative of the Crown, inasmuch
as all the Bishoprics were founded by
private efforts and endowed from
private resources; and, further, that
the assertion of any such claim may
operate as a most serious discourage-
ment to the clergy already in New
Zealand, and tend to prevent other
clergymen from England by cutting
them off from all hope of election to
the highest office in the Church.”

I f the J)ctitioners had called to mind
what has been done in Canada, they
would hardly have penned the latter
part of this paragraph.

The Canadian Church has obtained
the privilege of electing its
Bishops, under a special arrangement
with the Crown, and the three last ap-
pointments to the Episcopate have
been made from the ranks of the Cana-
dian clergy, elected by the Church to
the highest office it can confer. Butin
order to obtain this privilege, the Cana-
dian Bishops have not been obliged
to surrender their Letters Patent.

In addition to the surrender of their
Letters Patent, the petitioners desire
that the Eoyal Mandate under which
they were consecrated, shall be declared
to be merely an authority given by the
Crown for the act of consecration, and
to have no further effect or legal con-
sequence. The reading of the Queen’s
Mandate is part of the service of con-
secration of a Bishop required by the
Book of Common Prayer. The Man-
date designates the persons to be con-
secrated, and commands the Arch-
bishop to consecrate him. The peti-
tioners ask that the Mandate may be
declared something which it is not.
Can any declaration of the Crowm cause
a formal document prescribed by Act
of Parliament to be held to be some-
thing different from that wffiich was
originally intended? This is indeed,
to stretch the prerogative of the Crown
beyond its due limits. *

own

* The language of the petition is as follows ;
—*“ (2.) By declaring the Eoyal Mandate

under which your Majesty’s petitioners were
consecrated, to be merely an authority given
by the Crown for the act of consecration, and
to have no further effect or legal con-
sequence.”

They enforce their prayer by re-
ference to the consecration of Bishop
Patteson.* They ask, that vacancies in
their own order may be filled up “ by
the consecration of persons in con-
formity with the regulations of the
General Synod, without Letters Patent,
and without Eoyal Mandate in the
same manner, as they have already
consecrated a Missionary Bishop for
the Islands in the Western Pacific,
after with your
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the colonies, and with the Attorney-
General of New Zealand.”

communication

It is doubtful whether the consecra-
tion to which they here refer would be
held to have legal effect if its validity
should under any circumstances be
brought before the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council. The sanction of
her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for thecolonies, and the Attorney-
General of New Zealand may have
seemed to the consecrating Bishops to
afl'ord a sufficient justification of their
procedure ; but neither Bishop Staley
nor (what is more to the point) the
Missionary Bishops Tozer and Twells,
were consecrated without Letters
Patent, and the Queen’'s Mandate.
The difficulty arising from the want of
territoral jurisdiction on the part of
the Crown, was overcome by having
recourse to the Jerusalem Bishopric's
Act.

A leading article, which appeared in
the Guardian, on the subject of the
New Zealand petition, is from its
intrinsic merit, and from the quarter
from which it proceeds, of such im-
portance, that we print it entire,
calling the attention of our readers
to the passages which are placed in
italics.

There are graver consequences in-
volved in the surrender of Letters
Patent than are at first sight apparent.

* In the last number of The Chmch
Chronicle this excellent Missionary Bishop is
called the “ Bishop of Melanesia.” Thisis a
mistake. Bishop Patteson has no territorial
title.



To comply with the prayer of the
petition, would involve the necessity
for an alteration of the rubric, and
would require an act to place the New
Zealand Clergy, and others ordained
by Bishops, who have not been con-
secrated under Letters Patent in the
same position as the Scottish Epis-
copal Clergy. |If the petitioners sur-
render their Letters Patent without
these securities, the Clergy ordained
by them, will be placed in a very
painful position.

The Guardian expresses a hope, that
in this important matter, the Province
of New Zealand will not act without
due conference with other Coloniiil
Churches-—we are not aware that any
communication has been made to them.
W e may possibly revert to the subject
again.

COLONIAL BISHOPS.

The proposals contained in the petition,
which we print elsewheie, from the Bishops of
New Zealand, result very naturally from the
feelings which the report of the decision of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in
England must have excited in their minds.
They must have felt, after reading the judg-
ments in the Long and Colenso oases, that the
Colonial Episcopate, though it might have had
very good law, had received but a scanty
measui-e of substantialjustice, from the tribunal
to which the South African appellants had
betaken themselves. The Court had been
clear enough indeed in its denial ofall coercive
jurisdiction to the office of a Bishop in the
Colonies. It had noted with sufficient distinct-
ness the illegality of certain pretensions put
forward, or supported, by the letters patent of
the Crown. But it had abstained—and pro-
bably was obliged to abstain—from giving any
assistance to the Bishops in th natural
desire to ascertain their true position. By
allowing in the Colenso case a direct appeal
from an ecclesiastical sentence in the Colonies,
it had seemed to contradict the broad principle
laid down in the former judgment, that the
Church of England in the Colonies is in the
same situation with any other religious body :
for in the case of no other religious body could
such an appeal possibly lie. 1t seemed, there-
fore, as if the result of the decisions was to
deprive the Bishops of all the advantages their
plants had been supposed to confer, while it
failed to invest them with the freedom which
a purely voluntary system enjoys. Above all,
it left them in the dark on a number of im-
portant questions, and without any possibility
of obtaining light, English ecclesiastical law,
they were told, was to be their guide, as far
as it was applicable; but bow far it was ap-
plicable, with what limitations, and upon
what precedents, no hint was given. It is
tiie® absence of anything like a precedent
which has imparted obscurity to the language
of the decisions, and cast such hopeless per-
plexity over the counsels of those whom they
concern. A series of comprehensive judg-
ments might indeed have done for this branch

of ecclesiastical law what Lord Mansfield's
decisions are said to have effected for that
secular department of law in which his great
reputation as a Judge was achieved. But the
sliifting constitution of the Ju al Committee
forbad such a hope, even if the acquirements
of the majority of its members had admitted
of it.  The prospects of the Colonial Epis-
copate, if they depended on the Privy Council
in England, certainly must have appeared
gloomy in the extreme.

So the “ Bishops of the Anglican Church
in New Zealand” liave been moved to take
the bull by the horns, and to get rid, if they
can, of the whole system from which their
perplexities arise. They ask leave to sur-
render the patents they received from the
Crown, and propose to fall back on the in-
herent powers of their office, and upon such
voluntary recognition of those powers as their
co-religionists may be minded to accord. It
is not difficult to trace in such a resolve the
strong will and practical energy which distin-
guish the character of the eminent man who
will long be remembered as the first Primate
of the New Zealand Church. Nor can it be
doubted that he is fully prepared to go on
with the hitherto untried work of establishing
a constitution for a Colonial Church that shall
be wholly independent of English tribunals
and English ecclesiastical law. It will not be
thought to derogate, we trust, from the respect
in which we hold his manly earnestness and
noble simplicity of character, if we express a
hope that in this important matter the eccle-
siastical province under his Primacy loill not
act without due conference with the other
Colonial Churches: all have an equal interest
in the right solution of the grave questions
that have been raised ; the stability of the
fabric they may attempt to rear will depend
in some measure on their mutual agreement
as to the foundations on which it is to rest.

On the immediate question of policy raised
by the New Zealand petition, opinion is not,
we apprehend, at present at aU unanimous.
The Canadians appear to have considered the
letters patent both valuable and valid for
some purposes, though for others their validity
may have been disproved. Australian docu-
ments before us appear to indicate a similar
inclination of opinion on the part of Church-
men there. So much, at all events, is plain,
that English statutes have distinctly recog-
nised the status of a Colonial Bishop conse-
crated according to letters patent issued by
the Crown. Until the passing of the Duke of
Buceleuch'sAct their legal superiority in some
respects to the Scottish Bishops was notorious.
By statute a clergyman ordained by a Colonial
Bishop has long been capable of English pre-
ferment ;—not so those who were of Scottish
ordination. By statute, again, a Colonial
Bishop, regularly appointed, may perform
Episcopal functions in England under com-
mission from an English prelate. Whatever
leg,al privileges under these or other like
statutes appertain to Colonial Episcopacy may
be sacrificed if the patents are surrendered, in
some cases with very serious consequences to
clergymen and others concerned in the legal
effect of Episcopal acts.

Eurther, it is by no means self-evident that
the surrender of their patents would set the
Bishops free from that interference on the
part of the Privy Council from which they
desire to escape. It was contended by Bishop
Colenso’s counsel that there is an appeal to
the Crown under any circumstances from an
ecclesiastical sentence, and that in this respect
English and Colonial ecclesiastics stand on
precisely the same footing. The Court did

not, indeed, adopt tliis view, but neither did it
distinctly deny it; and in the somewhat hazy
paragraph which closed the Judgment it
seemed to be implied that “ public incon-
venience and mischief” might be a sufficient
justification of a right of appeal from that
which was nevertheless denied to be in any
sense a legitimate jurisdiction or a real court.
This reasoning would appear to bring any
Bishop in her Majesty’'s dominions, howevtr
appointed, within the power of the Judicial
Committee, as a court of direct appeal. We
do not say tliat this is so ; but it is obvious
that the settlement of the point has an im-
portant bearing on the New Zealand petition.
It would be premature to surrender patents
that may possibly be of advantage, until it is
proved that their surrender would attain the
desired end.

In truth, we have not yet arrived at any
certainty as to first principles of legal inter-
pretation in this matter. In what sense is the
Church in a colony “ the Church of England "
there ? Tlie expression seems to carry with it
its own condemnation as a contradiction in
terms. It may, indeed, fall in with the pre-
judices, or the affections, of (he colonist to
consider himself still subject to the laws and
customs of the Church as ho knew them at
home ; but notliing is more certain tliaii that
English Statute law is not identical with
Colonial law, or that in matters ecclesiastical
Colonial Legislatures have distinctly repu-
diated all legal recognition of any one religious
body as privileged above the rest. The at-
tempt which Bishop Colenso and his friends,
for reasons of their own, have made to prove
that all Episcopalians in British territory are
united as one body by virtue of the fioyal
Supremacy in causes ecclesiastical, to which
they must all submit, is as yet a theory desti-
tute of proof. On the other hand, the Colenso
Judgment distinctly asserts that those who
bear office in the so-called Church of England
in the Colonies are, in the eye of the law, but
“ members of a voluntary association.” Unless
an OEcumenical Patriarchate of Canterbury, or
a no less universal jurisdiction of the British
Crown, can bo established, the notion
of a world-wide ecclesiastical England must
be given up. The several Colonial Churches
are, indeed, in communion with the See of
Canterbury, and may adopt, or have adopted,
the laws and usages that prevail at home:
their identity of doctrine and discipline with
us may make them in all essential matters,
from a spiritual point of view, one with our-
selves. But this unity is something altogether
difi‘erent from that which Erastians are en-
deavoring to make out. Their desire is only
to put down the liberties of the Church and to
hinder the exercise of discipline among her
members. Could they succeed in destroying
the independent action of the Colonial Church,
and in making her wholly dependent on
English authority, patronage, and support,
they would in truth have weakened England
without strengthening the Colonial communi-
ties. A free and vigorous life, with brotherly
concord and mutual good offices, must be the
future condition of the Colonial Churches. If
the surrender of Episcopal patents wiU pro-
mote the energy and the harmony of which wo
speak, then— and not otherwise- by all means
let them go.— The Guardian.

MeBTINO OE CoNEEIIENOE.— The following
letter was addressed by the Metropolitan, to the
Bishop of Newcastle, with reference to the
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proposed General Conference of the Bishops,
and Clerical and Lay Bepreaentation of the
three Dioceses:—

Bishopscourt, Sydney, 16th January, 1866.

My Dear Bishop of Newcastle—In com-
phauoe with the request made to me by your-
self, and the Clergy, and Lay Representatives
of the Diocese of Newcastle, and by the
Bishop of Goulburn, and tlie Clergy, and Lay
Representatives of liis Diocese, | write to in-
form you, that| have fixed Wednesday, the
11th day of April next, for the Meeting of
the General Conference of the three Dioceses
of Sydney, Newcastle, and Goulburn.

It is proposed to meet at Saint James's
Church, at 11 o’clock, a.in., when Divine
Service will be held, mid the Sacrament of the
Lord's Supper will be administered. Im-
mediately after the Service, the Conference
will meet in the Cliiirch Society’s House.

I must request you to communicate these
particulars to those of the Clergy and Laity,
wlio have been ele.'ted as Representatives to
the General Conference, and to add, that if
any ofthem have not friends in Sydney, with
whom they propose to remain during their
stay, accommodation will be provided for
them on application to the Dean of Sydney.

It is my earnest prayer, that the spirit of
love and wisdom may preside over our
Counsels, and that we may be led into that
course, which shall most conduce to the
Divine G1017, and the peace and edification of
Christ's Chm'ch.

BeUeve me.
My Dear Bishop,
Paithfullv and affectionatelv yonrs,
F. SYDNEZ.

N.B.—Tlie like communication was ad-

dressed to the Lord Bishop of Goulburn.

StdhetDiocbsANCommittee— The Annual
Mi.eting of this Society, washeld on Monday
Evening last, in the Infimt School-room,
Castlereagh-street. We are obliged for want
of room, to withhold the report of proceedings
till next number.

TnANEsoiviNa eob Rain—A form of
Thanksgiving for Rain to be used in addition
to that in the Book of Common Prayer, at
Morning and Evening Service, on Easter
Sunday next, April 1st, 1866, has been drawn
up, and will be sent during this week to tho
Clergy of the Diocese.

The Rev. P. P. Aonew—A Clergyman,
who gives his name, writes thus —*“ If Mr.
Agnew denies that he was at ‘ the Eeast,’ he
states what isnot true. For | sat beside him
there, and saw him drinking wino on tho
occasion. | am prepared to make a solemn
declaration as to tho truth of what I have
stated.” — {Communicated.)

Richmond.—The Annual Meeting of the
Richmond Parochial Association, in connec-
t:on with tho Church Society, was held in the
School-roolu, on Monday Evening, the 26th
February. The chair was taken by W. Bow-
man, Esq., the Patron of the Association.
There was a tolerably numerous attendance of
tho Parishioners. The Meeting having been
opened with prayer by tho Rev. John Elder,
the Annual Report, and Treasurers State-
ment, were read by Dr. Selkirk, the Secretary
and Treasurer of (Tie Association. The Chair-
man after a few introductory remarks, called
on the Rev, C. F. Garnsey of Windsor, to
move the first resolution adopting the report.
The Rev. Gentleman warmly pressed on tho
members, not to take a gloomy view of the
Oliurch’s work among them. Much had been
done dui'ing tho past year, considering tho
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unparalleled distress which had come over the
district; and there was every inducement to
strenuous exertion for the future, now that
the distress was passing away. Ho concluded
by strongly urging the claims of the Church
Society upon the support of all members of
the Church of England, and pointing out how,
notwithstanding some discouragements, the
work of a Clergyman was one which ought to
bo taken up by the young men of tho rising
generation. The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Dark, the Catechist, at the Kiirrajong,
and carried. The second resolution, expressing
thankfulness for past success, and prayerful
hope for the future, and naming the officers
for the ensuing year, was moved by Mr.
Alexander Gordon, of Sydney, who pressed on
the consideration of those present, the high
position which tho Church of England
occupied in tho colony, the work which
devolved upon her in consequence of that
which the Church
Society was aiding in carrying out that work.
He concluded by urging tlie active co-opera-
tion of all members of the Church, to enalile
tho Society to meet tho increasing calls made
upon it. The Rev. J. Elder seconded the re-
solution, which was carried. A collection was
then made, which amounted to above £6, and
a hymn having been sung, the Meeting was
closed with the Benediction, which was pro-
nounced by the Rev. C. F. Ganisey.

leonbaeks.—This gold-field has been with-
out Sunday-school, Church, or Clergyman, in
plain words, without religion for many a long
wcaiy day. "We are thankful to say, thata
change for the better has taken place. The
Molong Catechist, holds service now on the
second Sunday of each month. A large and
comfortable room has been given up entirely
to the use of the Sunday congregation, and
the Sunday-school which has been also lately
commenced. When we first saw this room
some months ago, it was hung with banners
and flags, kettle drums, and other musical in-
struments piled up in a comer, led us to the
conclusion, that it was a common dancing
casino. We objected to preach there, and
were next conducted to a billiard-room. This
very unpromising state of things, led many to
see the necessity of building a place of wor-
ship, and in the meantime, we are thankful to
say, the dancing has been given up, tho drums
have disappeared, and twenty-eight children
assembled for the first time last Sunday week,
under the superintendence of Mr. Souter. We
promise that the number will soon increase to
fifty. So far all is encouraging ; but the in-
habitants have sot their minds on ei'ecting one
of those nondescript buildings, which belong
to no Church, but are open to aU. W"e have
seen enough of these places to detest them.
If two Ministers of different donominations
arrive on the same day, anil announce their
intention to preach, which is to have the use
of the building ? We could fill pages with tales
of strife, hatred, and uncharitableness, caused
by the erection of these Chapels, or whatever
you may please to call them. Twice wc have
known a certain denomination seize on such
places, and claim them as their own, although
not one-halfof the money had been paid by
members of their Church. Now, the Church
of England with aU her faults, can never stoop
to meanness. As members of the Church, we
cannot put up a Joint-Stock-Chapel at Iron-
bai-ks, and then seize it for omselves. On the
other hand, wo really cannot raise more than
£40. Wlio will double this sum for us?
Then our Church could have her Sunday-
school, and Services at Ironbarks under her
own control, without fear or favour.

St. Peter's Scndat-schooe, Camfbeel-
TOWN—A treat was given to the ebildreu of
the above school, on the 7th of last month.
They assembled in the school at an early hour,
to the number of fifty. 'VITiere then con-
ducted to the station by the teachers, two of
the elder boys carrying a flag, and were con-
veyed by train to Menanglo.  This aloin- was
treat, as many of them liad never been in the
train before. On arriving at Mcnaiigle, they
were taken to a spot near the river, where
they amused themselves with various games.
There was an abundant supply of cakes and
fruit for the children, and substantial and ex-
cellent fare for the visitors, of whom there
was a considerable number. After all had
partaken of tho good things provided for
them, as the time for leaving approached, the
children Wecre collected, and sung several
hymns, concluding with “ God Save the
Queen,” and then gave some hearty cheers for
their friends. They then returned to Camp-
belltown, and were conducted to the
school in the same order as they had left in
the morning. When again assembled, the
teachers and children were addressed by the
Incumbent, and a few remarks were made by
some of tho teachers. The teachers had ex-
erted themselves in a very praiseworthy
manner in collecting the funds, and making
some of the necessary preparations. Tho
thanks of all are justly due to Mrs. Harrex,
who took upon herself voluntarily, the labour
by no means small, of providing, having con-
veyed to the spot, and superintending a
plentiful repast, of which all partook evidently
with no little relish.  This is the first treat of
the kind that has been given to the children
of this school for many years; but it is to be
hoped that the time will not be long before
they have another. ‘There is, no doidit, that
such tilings have a beneficial eifect upon the
parents and friends of the childi-en. as well as
upon the children themselves.— Correspondent.

WESTERN GOLD-FIELDS.
To the Editors of The Church Chronicle.

SiHS,—In compliance with the invitation
issued generally to both clergy and laity at
the commencement of the present new and
improved series of The Church Chronicle, |
venture to send a small contribution of news
interesting to a few of us churoh people here.
There is a locality, near the junction of the
‘Turon with the Macquarie, inhabited by gold-
miners and their families, whose dwellings
would amount to more in number than those
of many an up-country “ township,” if they
were gathered together within a small compass ;
but instead of this, they are scattered about
among the bushes and undulations of the
country in a singular and rather amusing
manner, ‘'fhey exhibit on the exterior a good
deal of stringy-bark, and some calico—that
favourite material on tho “ diggings.” But
many of them arc comfortable enough, and
some are even neatly built, where plaster and
shingles are used.

It appeared, on visiting the place, that there
were living in these dwellings more than the
usual average of children of ages at which chil-
dren in more favourable circumstanceswould be
going to school.  But here the rising genera-
tion seemed almost to be running wild. ‘There
have, however, been some attempts made, not
very successful, to keep up a week-day school;
and it is much to be hoped that the present
arrangement will be fairly and sufficioutly




supported. But there was no Sunday School.
On the first Sunday when the present clergy-
man of the district held Divine Service, there
was, at the veiy time he appeared in his sur-
plice, a group of young men and boys on the
green close to the Chapel-school, evidently not
coming to service, but there for the purpose of
cricketing! A Sunday School was much
needed ; but there were difficulties in the way
of forming one and carrying on the teaching.
The attempt was made by one of the well-
disposed week-day teachers alluded to, but
though well-meant, was unsuccessful.

However, about the commencement of the
present year, the clergyman being very desirous
of seeing a Sunday School at work, took
opportunities of conversing on the subject
with the most accessible and best fitted to
teach of the residents, and the promise of
three or four assistants in the work "was
readily obtained. The need of such an in-
stitution was admitted on all hands. Some of
the Diocesan Committee’'s little books and
lesson-sheets were sent over, and on Sunday,
the 21st January, the much-desired Sunday
School was opened.  On the next occasion of
the clergyman’s visits, he was gratified by the
sight of twenty-six scholars, quiet and orderly
under their teachers. It is hoped that the
number of scholars will increase, and that
this humblA attempt to sow seed in the Lord’s
vineyard will be blessed with some good fruit
in the end, though it can be seen and known
only “in part” by the Imman agents em-
ployed. True charity “ hopeth all things
but when so large a proportion of the adidt
population of our land arc sunk deeply in the
depravity of habitual vice, our hopes of im-
provement seem to lie especially in the reli-
gious training and instruction of the young.
In such circumstances it affords some little
encouragement to know that in this district,
where there was only one Sunday School pro-
perly in connexion with our church, there are
now five, with an average attendance of 123
scholars on Sunday, and the names of 216 on
the rolls.

I am Sirs, yours very truly,

February 19th. 1806.

To the JEditorsof The Church Chronicle.

Sirs,—Can any of your readers inform me
on what authority the clergy, when officiating,
wear the surplice and black scarf—the stolcy
I think, is the technical term—for I have been
searching the Prayer Book from one end to
the other and can discover no mention of,
much less authority lor, tho use of such
attire.

Yours obediently,
ENQUIRED.
Sydney, February 20,1866.
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THE “SO-CALLED™
FE.EE CHUECH OF BNOLA-ND.
Otje leading article on tliis subject, in
the last number of The Church Chronicle,
has produced its effect. We have re-
ceived in reply alengthy letter, which
we cheerfully insert in this issue, be-
cause w'e wish our readers to hear both
sides of the question, and not to rely
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upon an ei-parte statement, however
clear and accurate it may be.

The reply of the Eev. P. P. Agnew
will he found among the Corres-
pondence, and we commend it to the
attention of our readers,'with the fol-
lowing remarks upon it, which will
conclude our notice on this subject:—

The letter of the Minister of the
“ so-called ” Free Church of England,
may he divided into three parts.

authority and control of the Bishop
of London, who sent his commis-
sioners to America to carry out his
directions. The Church in America
was left far too long without the
privilege of a resident Bishop, but
was from the first under the control of
the Bishop of London; just as the
Church of England in this colony was
during the time of Archdeacon Scott
and Archdeacon Broughton, under the

l. — The few opening paragraghrol of the Bishop of Calcutta,

1.
authors respecting the Church of Eng-
land, forming the body of the letter.

1.

I.— The few opening paragraphs, on
which our remarks must be
than we could desire.

(a.) Mr. Agnew writes as if our
previous leading article was an attempt
to “gag the press,” and deprive him
and bis congregation of their civil
privileges, wherctis we did not say a
single word against the public papers
inserting as many reports as they
pleased respecting Mr. Agnew’s con-
gregation—we only objected to their
false and deceptive heeding to such
reports— The Free Church of England.

less brief

It is the boast of the present age
that we are true and wise enough to
call a spade, a spade. This congre-
gation might be called from its Minister
Mr. Agnew's Congregation—or from
the place where its meetings are held,
the TVooloomooloo Ohwrch—or from
the office of Glovernmeut Chaplain to
the Gaol and Cockatoo, which its
founder so pertinaciously retained with
its emoluments, the Oaol or Cochatoo
Communion. Why should there not
be some reference, however slight, to
facts, some semblance, however faint,
of truth, in the title given to this new
congregation, instead of its title being
a mercenary fraud,— a false brand.

(S.) Mr. Agnew asks,—*“ Is the
writer (of our last leading article)
aware that the Church in America
existed without Bishops till the war of
Independence?” No! the writer is
not aware of this pretended fact; but,
on the contrary, knows well that the
Church in America, till the war of
Independence, was always under the

—The quotations from variousuntil Archdeacon Broughton was con-

secrated Bishop of Australia. Is Mr.
Agnew’s congregation now under the

— The last concluding sent@n¢Bority of any Bishop of the Church

of England in any part of the world
however distant ?

(c.) In Mr. Agnew'’s letter it is
asserted that the Americans received
their first Bishops from Scotland.
This in incorrect. Of their first three
Bishops (that numberbeing considered
necessary to hand down the Episcopal
succession) only one. Bishop Seabury,
was consecrated by Scottish Bishops,
on 14th November, 1784; the other
two. Bishop White and Bishop Provost,
were consecrated at Lambeth, by
English Bishops, on the 4th February,
1787.

(d.) Mr. Agnew asserts that the
feelings entertained towards him and
his congregation by the Bishops and
Clergy of the Church of England are
mere “envy and hatred.”
assure him this

We can
is not the case. Tho
general feeling towards his congrega-
tion is one of sincere pity ; while with
respect to himself, this pity is mixed
with something Uke thoughtfulness,
that the movement for establishing a
so-called Free Church of England has
been made by a person of his peculiar
character and attainments.

In a community so wilful and way-
ward as ours, with respect to religious
faith and practice, it was to be ex-
pected that such a movement would
at some time or other be made; and if
a clergyman of high character and
attainments had made the attempt, it
might have become permanent, whereas
now no one expects that Mr. Agnew
and his congregation—even with the
aid of his deceptive title—wiU con-
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tinue their present union beyond a
few months.

The qualifications required for suc-
cess in such a work are—high moral
attainments, a holy life, separate from
wordly vanities, and disinterested self
denial. How far Mr. Agnew posesses
these qualifications is shown in the
pamphlet before alluded to, printed by
the Bishop of Sydney.

As regards his moral attainments,
when Mr. Agnew was ordained Deacon
by the late Bishop of Sydney, on the
understanding that he was to remain a
Deacon, he was not considered quali-
fied, and therefore was not to expect
to bo raised to the higher order of
Priests ; but, in 1855, his Lordship,
the present Bishop of Sydney, with
almost an excess of kindness, admitted
Mr. Agnew to Priests orders. The fact
is alluded to in p. 14 of the pamphlet,
in the following terms:—

“In that year (1855), he (Mr. Agnew) was
admitted to prioat'e orders. At the time he
regarded this as a special act of kindness on
my part—and had reason to do so, considering
the condition upon which the late Bishop had
admitted him to the Diaoonate, and the unsat-
isfactory examination he passed before me. It
was, in fact, only upon the ground of his long
service as a deacon that he could be admitted
at all.”

As regards his holy life—keeping
himselfandfamily separate from worldly
vanities— we have in the same pamphlet,
p. 25, the following remarks :—

“ On one of these interviews after my return,
Mr. Agnew complained of his straitened cir-
cumstances. | remarked that if unnecessary
expenditure was avoided, most people would
be rich enough ; and that | xmderstood he was
in the habit of attending the theatre, a prac-
tice which, on every ground, I condemned.
His reply, at first, was a denial of the fact. |
rejoined, that I considered my authority suffi-
cient to warrant me in mentioning the subject
to him. (I have since learned that my infor-
mation was correct.) At asubsequent period
of our interview, he recurred to my observa-
tion, and said that he had on two occasions
been to the Opera to escort his children home
—that his daughter had been invited to the
manager's box— and that he had, on two occa-
sions, taken them home.”

As regards his disinterestedness and
self-denial, it is stated in the same
pamphlet, p. 26,—* The whole question
with Mr. Agnew isoneof money.” And
Mr. Agnew, in his long letter does not
attempt to contradict the statement in
our previous leading article—that

“ At the time ho threw off the authority of
his Bishop, and seceded from the Church of

England, ho held a Government post, the
Church of England Chaplaincy to the Gaol,
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to which he had been appointed when a mini-
ster of the Church of England, and solely on
account of his being a minister of the Church
and yet would not resign that Government
post, but tried to retain it, and the emolu-
ments attached to it, which, in the opinion of
most persons, common honesty required hun
to relinquish.”

Surely it is a cause for thankfulness
that the attempt to establish a Dree
Church of England should be made by
a person of such peculiar character
and attainments.

We will now advert very briefly to
the two other parts of Mr. Agnew’s
letter.

I1.—The quotations from various
authors respecting the Church of Eng-
land, forming the body of the letter.

Our readers must not suppose that
these numerous quotations are any
proof of Mr. Agnew’s extensive read-
ing : for it is the custom in England to
collect passages from the whole range
of Church Divines and other authors,
on particular subjects, and publish
them under the name of Catanee, or
Chains. Mr. Agnew has in his letter
favoured us with extracts from one of
these Catanm; but, strange to say,
either being mentally blind himself, or
wishing to blind others, his long
quotations are quite beside the subject
imder discussion.

It is well known that the large-
minded and large-hearted Divines of
the Church of England do not exclude
non-episcopal communions from the
Church of Christ. Their doctrine is
that Episcopacy is not of the essence
of a Christian Church, but of its per-
fection,—is not necessary to the being
of a Church, but to its well-being;
that is. Episcopacy is required for the
well-being or perfection of a Church,
not for its being or essence.

But what has this to do with the
subject under discussion ? We have
exposed the deception and fraud prac-
tised by a congregation presided over
by one who is only a Presbyter, and
having no connexion with Episcopacy,
when it calls itself an Episcopal
Church—a part of the Episcopal
Church of England. Does any one of
these authors quoted by Mr. Agnew
say that the Church of England is not
an Episcopal Church, or that a con-
gregation, under a Presbyter who has

threwn off the authority of his Bishop,
can call itself, with truth, a part of the
Church of England ?

Ear from it. These long quotations
do not contain one word on this sub-
ject : they are quite beside the point
under discussion, and do not in the
slightest degree justify the deception
of calling Mr. Agnew’s congregation
by fraudulent title— idaefalse brand
—of the Free Church of Fngland.

I1l. We proceed to the last part of
Mr. Agnew'’s letter—the last choice
concluding sentence, which we quote
at length:—
11¢ Sucli nn arbitrary exercise of power
would never be submitted to, except by
clergymen ; and clergymen would never sub-
mit to such an arbitrary exercise of power,
except they were paid to submit.”

In those words Mr. Agnew accuses
the whole body of the clergy of the
Church of England in this colony of
submitting to Episcopal authority from
the low, degrading, mercenary motive
— "\because they are paid to do so.

How singular is it that persons so
often accuse others of acting from the
base motives by which they are them-
selves most influenced!

We have already quoted from the
Bishop of Sydney’'s Pamphlet, p. 26,
the following words :—*“ The whole
question with Mr. Agnew is one of
moneyF The truth of this assertion is
proved by many facts stated in the
Pamphlet: as (p. 18). On March 21,
1860, Mr. Agnew made application for
the Cure of St. Peter’s, Cook’s Eiver
(with the maximum G-overnment sti-
pend ; but was refused.

p. 21.—* 'Early on the morning after the
late Mr. Michardson's death, Mr. Agnew
applied for Mr. Bichardson's Cure, St. Mark’s
Alexandria, the wealthiest parish in Sydney,
but was refused.”

p. 21.—“ On May 4th, 1864 (The Bishop
of Sydney wishes the date to be remarked),
Mr. Agnew applied for the Cure of Newtown,
with a maximum Government stipend, when
it should become vacant; but the Bishop of
Sydney declined to pledge himself to appoint
Mr. Agnew to that cure; and then on the
14th of the following month (14th June,
1864), Mr. Agnew sent to the Bishop the
letter, since published by Mr. Agnew, in
which he threatens to recede from the Church
of England—" to work out he says, my own
temporal (i.e., pecuniary) deliverance, by re-
moving your ecclesiastical authority, appealing
to the people, and establishing a Free Church,
according to the rites and ceremonies of the
Church of England.”

Doubtless, if Mr. Agnew had been

appointed to the cure of either St.



Peter's, Cook’s Eiver, or St. Mark’s,
Alexandria, or the parish of Newtown,
and received the maximum Govern-
ment stipend attached to these cures;
he would have continued to submit to
his Bishop’s authority, because he was
paid to do so: and judging of others
by himself, he accuses the whole body
ofthe Clergy ofthe Church of England
of being influenced by the same mer-
cinary motives. Poor man—what a
picture—what an exposure of his own
feelings and principles.

When professing to order his con-
gregation according to the rites and
ceremonies of the Church of England,
Mr. Agnew does not, we sincerely
hope, use the entire Liturgy of the
Church of England, for what profane
mockery would it be for him, to offer
up in his congregation the beautiful
prayer “ For the Clergy and People,”
and pray to Almighty God to send
down upon OUR Bishops the healthful
spirit of His Grace.

In concluding, these our last re-
marks on this painful subject, we
once thought of appealing to Mr.
Agnew to drop the deceptive title, the
false brand, under which he has forced
his congregation upon the notice of
the public; but, alas! we feel such an
appeal would be in vain.

In the pamphlet (from which we
have so often quoted, it is shown to be
his nature, or at all events his custom,
which is second nature, to have re-
course to this kind of deception to
magnify himself.

1.— Thus, he having been educated at
Oxford, and the being a student of that
University, is a good brand, stamping
a Clergyman with the credit of
superior attainments. Mr. Agnew
evidently tried to assume the credit
of such an education, when in his
published letter, he said—

“ That he visited this colony on his way
from Oxford, to New Zealand; that the late
Lord Bishop of Sydndy examined him for

several days on his course of readino at
Oxford”

This would have been a very good
brand, if true: but, alas! we are told
(p. 4.), Mr. Agnew does not mean
because the real facts will not allow
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him, would not justify him to mean),
that he either took a degree, or studied,
at the University at Oxford.
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THE CHUECH CONSTITUTION
OP THE
PEOVINCE OF NEW ZEALAND.

2. Again, when a pastor has secedeW e desire to direct attention to the

from his Church, and boasted that aU
his flock would follow him—it is
greatly to the credit of any Clergy-
man who may minister to the deserted
congregation, if his wise teaching
should retain them in their old com-
munion. To have accomplished this
would be a credit, a good brand. Mr.
Agnew claims this credit for himself
when placed in partial and temporary
charge of St. Andrew’s Parish, when
its Clergyman, the Ecv. Mr. Sconce,
had seceded to the Church of Eome.
His words (quoted, p. 5 of pamphlet)

“ 1 am thankful to say that my services at
St. Andrew’s were satisfactory to the Bishop,
and useful to the Church, as not a single
member of that congregation was known to
have followed the example of their late pastor,
and the records will bear testimony to the
general prosperity of the parish subsequent to
the secession.”

In this passage Mr. Agnew clearly
assumes to himself the credit of having
kept this congregation steadfast to the
Church. Tet what are the facts of the
case? Did Mr. Agnew often preach
to those and teach those their dnty in
this respect? No. We read (p. 6, of
pamphlet) :

“ The Church books of St. Andrew's show,
that during the whole time that Mr. Agnew
was at St. Andrew’s, either the Bishop, or his
chaplain the Eev. Canon Alwood, invariably
preached in the morning, and that Mr. Agnew
only once preached in the Church, and thatone
Sunday afternoon.”

This habit of assuming credit to him-
self, in so deceptive a manner, assures
us thatit would be useless to appeal to
Mr. Agnew to drop the fraudulent title,

false brand, which he has assumed
for hiscongregation; we therefore only
repeat the simple advice what we before
gave to all who read or hear any
articles in the public papers, headed
The Free Church of England—that
they should pause after reading in
bearing this deceptive title and recall
to mind,

THE TEADE MAEKS BILL
FOB THE
PREVENTION OP FEAUD,
AND
PROTECTION PROM FALSE BRANDS.

very valuable Church document, which
follows this notice. The Church Con-
stitution of the Province of New
Zealand. It completes the documents
of the New Zealand Church, which
are now all inserted in the Newcastle
portion of The Church Chronicle.

In No. 2 of The Church Chronicle
was inserted the Eeligious, Charitable,
and Educational Trusts’ Act (of New
Zealand) of 185G, with the amended
Act of 1863.

In No. 4, was inserted the Bishop
of New Zealand’s Trusts’ Act of 1858,

And in No. 5 (the present No.), is
inserted the New Zealand Church
Constitution, of 1856, as amended, and
signed by all the Bishops of the
Province at their last Provincial Synod
in 1865.

These three documents will enable
an attentive reader to understand all
that has been done in New Zealand,
with respect to the Constitution of the
Church, and Synodical action, and
Church Temporalities—they  afitbrd
much valuable guidance as to the
business to be transacted at our own
General Conference, which is to
assemble at Sydney, on the 11th of
next month—more especially as our
Metropolitan has stated in his address
to the last Sydney Conference.—*“ We
shall be quite content with such an
amount of legislation as the Bishop of
Newcastle declares to be necessary,
and the Bishop of New Zealand has
obtained.”

To this subject, we hope to refer at
length in future numbers of The Chwch
Chronicle.

THE CONSTITUTION OE THE BRANCH
OF THE UNITED CHUECH OP ENG-
LAND AND IRELAND IN NEW ZEA-
LAND.

Freamhle.

Ik the name or God.—Amen. Whereas
it is desirable that the Members of the United
Church of England and Ireland in the Colony
of New Zealand, should be associated together
by voluntary compact as a branch of the said
United Church, for the ordering of the affairs,
the managementofthe property, the promotion
of the disciphne of the Members thereof, and
for the inculcation and maintenance of sound
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Doctrine and true Religion throughout the
Colony, to the Glory of Almighty God, and
the edification and increase of the Church of
Christ:  And whereas at a General Conference
held at Auckland on the tliirteenth day of
Juno, ill the year of our Lord 1857, the
Bishops, and certain of the Cler™ and Laity
representing a numerous body of the members
of tlio said United Church, agreed to a Con-
stitution for tlie purposes aforesaid: And
whereas the said Constitution has now been
rcTised at a Session of the General Synod, held
at Cliristchurch, in the year of our Lord, 1865.
Now, therefore, the Bishops, Clergy, and
Laity, in General Synod Assembled, do
solemnly declare and establish as follows:—

I.—Busdamental Peovisions.
Declaration of Doctrine.

1. This branch of the United Church of
England and Ireland in New Zealand doth
hold and maintain the Doctrine and Sacra-
ments of Christ as the Lord hath commanded
in His Holy Word, and as the United Church
of England and Ireland hath received and ex-
plained the same in the Book of Common
Prayer, in the form and manner of Making,
Ordaining, and Consecrating of Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons, and in the Thirty-nine
Articles of Religion. And the General Synod
hereinafter constituted for tlie government of
this branch of the said Church shall also hold
and maintain the said Doctrine and Sacra-
ments of Christ, and shall have no power to
make any alteration in the authorised version
of the Holy Scriptures, or in the above-named
formularies of the Church.

Dower to accept alterations informularies

and Version of the Sible.

2. Provided that nothing herein contained
shall prevent the General Synod from accept-
ing any alteration of the above-named formu-
laries, and version of the Bible, as may from
time to time be adopted by the United Church
of England and Ireland, with the consent of
the Crown and of Convocation.

Power to act on Licencefrom the Crown to

frame new rules.

3. Provided also that in case alicence be
granted by the Crown to this branch of the
Church of England to frame new and modify
existing rules (not affecting doctrine) with the
view of meeting the peculiar circumstances of
this Colony and native people, it shall bo law-
ful for this branch of the said Church to avail
itself of that liberty.

Provision in case of separation.

4. Andlohereas oymionshavehcen expressed
by eminent legal authorities in England that
the property of the Church m New Zealand
might be placed in jeopardy, unless provision
were made for the contingency of a separation
of New Zealand from the mother country, and
for thatof an alteration in the existing relations
between Church and State ; itis hereby further
declared, that in the event of a separation of
the Colony of New Zealand from the mother
countiy, or of a separation of tlie Church from
the State in England and Ireland, the General
Synod shall have full power to make such
alterations in the Articles, Services, and Cere-
monies of this branch of the United Church of
England and Ireland in New Zealand, as its
altered circumstances may require, or to make
euch alterations as it may think fit in the
authorised version of the Bible.

And the said Bishops, Clergy, and Laity do
further declare and establish as follows :—
Constitution of General Synod.
5. There shallbo a Representative Governing
Body for the management of the affairs of the
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Church, to bo called the General Synod of the
Branch of the United Church of England and
Ireland, in the Colony of New Zealand, w'hich
shall consist of three distinct Orders, viz. ;
the Bishops, the Clergy, and the Laity, the
consent of all of which Orders shall be neces-
sary to all acts binding upon the Synod, and
upon all persons recognising its authority.

Above Provisions unalterable.

6. The above Provisions shall bo deemed
iTNDAMEIiI'TAIL and it shall not be within the
power of the General Synod, or of any Diocesan
Synod, to alter, revoke, add too, or diminish
any of the same.

Il.—Peovisions not Eundamental.

Meetings of General Synod.

7. There shall be a meeting of the General
Synod in every third year, dating from the
year of our Lord 1859, at such time and place
as shall from time totime bo prescribed in that
behalf by the said General Synod.

Dlection of Synod.

8. A fresh election shall take place before
each triennial meeting of the General Synod in
such manner as may be prescribed from time
to time in that behalf by the General Synod.

Kumher of Representatives.

9. Every Diocese shall be entitled to an
equal number of Clerical representatives, and
an equal number of Lay representatives, all
such representatives being communicants of
the said Church ; the numbers of each order
to be determined from time to time by the
General Synod.

Majority in each order necessary.

10. Every act of the General Synod shall be
assented to by a majority of the members of
each of the three Orders, present in person, at
a duly constituted meeting.

Power tofix standard of qualification.

11. The General Synod shall fix the standard
of qualification, and shall appoint the mode of
registration, for the purpose of determining
wRat persons are admissable to take part in the
proceedings of any General or Diocesan Synod,
or of any Archdeaconry or Rural Deanery
Board, whether as Electors, Kepresentatives,
or Synodsmeu or in any other manner whatso-
ever.

Provided that no person shall be qualified to
be elected as a Lay representative for any dis-
trict in any Diocese, or as a Synodsman, or as
a member of any Archdeaconry or Rural
Deanery Board, unless ho be a communicant,
and of tho age of 21 years or upwards.

Power to declare persons incompetent.

12. No person shall take any part in tho
proceedings of any General or Diocesan Synod,
or of any Archdeaconry or Rural Deanery
Board, or in the elections thereto, in any
manner whatsoever, who shall have been de-
clared incompetent by any tribunal acting
under the authority of the General Synod, or
who shall have declined, when required by the
same authority, to sign a declaration of his
adhesion and submission to the authority of
the General Synod.

Power of Patronage, f~c.

13. The General Synod shall have full
power to determiue how and by whom all
Patronage shall bo exercised, and generally to
make all such regulations as shall be necessary
for the order, good government, and efficiency
of the said Branch of the United Church of
England and Ireland.

Power toframe Regulationsfor property, ~c.

14. The General Synod shall frame such
regulations as shall be found necessary from
time to time for the management of tho pro-

perty held in trust for the General Synod, and
for the government of aU persons holding
office under or receiving emolument from the
General Synod, and shall determine in what
manner and upon what conditions every Clergy-
man, Trustee, Catechist, Churchwarden,
Schoolmaster, or otlier office-bearer or agent,
whether Clerical or Lay, shall enter upon the
use and occupation of any portion of the
Church property held m trust for the General
Synod, and in what manner, and upon what
conditions, all such office-bearers, whether
Clerical or Lay, shall receive their respective
appointments, and the General Synod shall
have full power to fix the amount of all salaries,
dues, fees, and other emoluments payable to
any person out of tlie proceeds of any property
held in trust for the General Synod.
Power of Deposition.

15. All Clergymen, Trustees, Catechists,
Churchwardens, Schoolmasters, or other office-
bearers or agents, who shall bo so appointed,
or who shall receive any income or emolument
from or out of the said Trust property, and all
office-bearers, who whether receiving any
emolument therefrom or not, shall have con-
sented to hold their appointments under the
General Synod, shall be liable to bo deposed,
removed, or suspended from their respective
appointments by the General Synod, if from
any cause whatever tho General Synod shall
deem it expedient and proper to exorcise such
power; and whenever any Clergyman, Trustee,
Catechist, Churchwarden, Schoolmaster, or
other office-bearer, or agent, whether Clerical
or Lay, shall be deposed, removed, or sus-
panded from his appointment, he shall ipso
facto immediately cease to have or exercise
any function or office under the General Synod,
and shall be absolutely deprived of all the
rights, emoluments, stipend, or salary to which
by virtue of his appointment he would have
been entitled, but for such deposition, removal,
or suspension, and shall forthwith deliver up
to the General Synod, or to Trustees appointed
by them, all such trust property, and all such
deeds, books, papers, money, and effects
belonging and relating thereto, as may then be
in his occupation, possession, or power.

Proviso.

Provided always, that whenever a com-
petent Tribunal shall have been established in
any Diocese, no such person shall be removed
from his cure, charge, trust, or office, upon the
ground of any offence alleged to have been
committed by him, and cognisable by such
Tribunal, except upon a decision of such Tri-
bunal, unless it shall have been expressly pro-
vided that he may bo so removed by tho terms
of his appointment.

Establishment of Tribunals.

16. The General Synod shall establish a
Tribunal or Tribunals in Now Zealand, for the
pmpose of deciding all questions of Doctrine
and Discipline; and also may establish a
Court or Courts of Appeal from the decision of
any such Tribunal.

Power of Delegation.

17. The General Synod may delegate to any
Synod, Board, or Commission, either specifi-
cally as the case may require, or under such
general regulations as shall from time to time
be laid down by the- General Synod, any of
the powers conferred upon tho General Synod
by these Presents.

Missionary Dioceses.

18. The General Synod of this branch of the
United Church of England and Ireland may
associate with itself any Missionary Dioceses
which may be formed among tho other Islands
of the Pacific Ocean.



Diocesan Sj/nod.

19. The Synod in each Diocese, shall consist
of the Bishop, Clergy, and Laity, and shall he
similar, as far as possible, to the G-eneral Synod
in constitution and mode of procedure.

Powers of Diocesan Si/nod.

20. Every such Diocesan Synod may, within
the limits of tiie Diocese, exercise all such
powers, and make all such regulations (not re-
pugnant to any regulation of the General
Synod) as may be necessary for the order and
good government of the Church in such
Diocese.

Proviso : Right of appeal.

Provided always that any person or persons
who may deem himselfor themselves aggrieved
by any act or decision of the Diocesan Synod
either in the case of property held under or
administered by the Diocesan Synod, or in any
other matter, may appeal to the General Synod,
or to any Board or Court of Appeal established
by tl>e General Synod in that behalf; and the
General Synod or such Court of Appeal shall
finally decide such appeals.

Force of a Regulation by all the Diocesan
Synods.

21. Any regulation assented to by all the
Diocesan Synods, with a view to its acquiring
the force of a regulation of the General Synod,
shall bo taken and deemed to be, and shall
have the force of, aregulation of the General
Synod.

Proviso.

Provided always that no such regulation
shall repeal or alter any of the Provisions of
these Presents.

Oeneral Synod may control ~c.. Diocesan

Synod's.

22. The General Synod shall have power to
make any regulation controlling, altering, re-
pealing, or superseding any regulation which
may have been made by any Diocesan Symod.

domination of Pishops.

23. The nomination of a Bishop shall pro-
ceed from the Diocesan Synod, and if such
nomination be sanctioned by the General
Synod, or, if the General Synod be not in
Session, by the nia,jority of the Standing Com-
mittees of the several Dioceses, the senior
Bishop shall take the necessary steps for
giving effect to the nomination.

Proviso.

Provided that every such nomination shall
be made upon condition that the person so
nominated shall, before accepting the nomi-
nation, declare in writing his asesnt to this
Constitution.

Trusts of property conveyed to Synod.

2<t. All property, real or personal, to be
conveyed to Trustees on behalf ot the General
Synod, shall be held upon Trust, that such
Trustees shall and do stand seised and pos-
sessed of and interested in the same, or other-
wise shall and do convey, settle, assure, or
assign the same upon and for or according to
such trusts, intents, and purposes, and under
and subject to such powers, provisoes, declara-
tions, and agreements, and in such manner and
for such objects and purposes, whether
Religious, Missionary, Ecclesiastical, Collegiate,
Scholastic, or Charitable, as the General Synod
of this branch of the United Church of England
and Ireland in New Zealand shall from time
to time direct or appoint in writing under the
hand of any person authorised by the General
Synod in that behalf, subject, however, to any
special covenants and declarations of Ti'ust
imposed by any Founder, Donor, Testator, or
other Benefactor, attaching to any property,
which property shall have been accepted by
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the General Synod or by any Board or other
person authorised by the General Synod in
that behalf.

Soard to represent General Synod.

25. The General Synod, or any Board or
Commission constituted by the General Synod
in that behalf, shall, for the purposes of
* Religious, Charitable, and Educational
Trusts Act, 1856,” be deemed to be a body
duly constituted to represent the branch of the
United Church of England and Ireland referred
to in these Presents.

Trustees to hold property with certain
powers, S

26. Every Trustee in whom any property,
real or personal, shall be vested, either solely
or jointly with any other person or persona for
or on behalf of the General Synod, shall hold
the same with the powers and subject to the
limitations, restrictions, declarations, and pro-
visoes contained in the several clauses of the
Schedide hereunto annexed, and any Board or
Commission appointed by the General Synod
for that purpose shall possess and may exercise
such of the powers vested in the General Synod
as shall be by the General Synod in that behalf
prescribed.

Doctrines to he taught.

27. No Doctrines which are repugnant to
the Doctrines of the United Church of
England and Ireland as the same are explained
and contained in the Thirty-nine Articles and
in the Book of Common Prayer, and in the
Form and Manner of Ordaining Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons, may be taught or incul-
cated by the Bishops, Clergy, Catechists,
Schoolmasters, and others, wholly or partially
endowed or maintained by the proceeds of
property held in trust for the General Synod j
nor may any such Doctrine so regugnant be
taught or inculcated in any churches or
chapels, whether cathedral, parochial, col-
legiate, or missionary, or in any colleges and
schools, which shall be either wholly or
partially built out of funds derived from the
property held in trust for the General Synod,
or upon sites held by Trustees appointed in the
manner herein specified, and it shall be the
duty of all such Trustees to obey aU instruc-
tions issued to them by or on behalf of the
General Synod, for the purpose o f guarding, as
far as possible, against any Trust property, or
proceeds therefrom, being so applied or dis-
posed of as to promote the teaching or incul-
cation of anv Doctrine repugnant to that of
the United Church of England and Ireland as
so explained.

Declaration to be signed by Clergymen and
others.

28. No Clergyman, Trustee, Catechist,
Churchwarden, Schoolmaster, or other office-
bearer or Agent, shall be admitted to any office
under the authority of the General Synod, or
be entitled to receive any income, emolument,
or benefit from or out of any property held
under the same, unless and until he shall have
signed a declaration of his adhesion and sub-
mission to the authority of the General Synod
in the form following :—

Declaration.
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sign my appointment, together with all the
rights "and emoluments appertaining thereto,
whenever | shall be called on so to do by the
General Synod, or by any person or persons
lawfully acting under the authority of the
General Synod in that behalf.

Given under my hand this
of 18 in the presence of

Interpretation of these Presents.

29. Any doubt which shall arise in the in-
terpretation of these Presents, or of the Con-
stitution for the time being of this branch of
the said Church, shall be submitted for final
decision to the General Synod, or to some
Tribunal to be established by the General
Synod in that behalf.

day

Power to alter, ~c. Provisions not
Fundamental.

30. It shall be lawful for the Gener.al Synod
to alter, amend, or repeal all or any of the
Provisions of these Presents, save and except
the Provisions which have been hereinbefore
declared to bo FundamentalL

Provided always that no sueh alteration
shall be made until it shall have been first pro-
posed in one General Synod, and made known
to tlie several Diocesan Synods, and finally
agreed to in the meeting of the General Synod
next ensuing.

ScHEDtrliB ABOVE R eEEEBED To.

1. The General Synod may from time to
time, by writing under the hand of any person
authorised by it in that behalf, appoint a
Trustee or Trustees for the whole or any
portion of the property held in Trust; and
may from time to time, as often as it shall
think proper, by any such writing, cancel aud
revoke every sueh appointment, and may ap-
point another Trustee, or other Trustees in the
place of all or any one or more of the Trustees
named in, or hereafter to be appointed by, or
on behalf of the General Synod.

2. Any Trustees or Trustee may, by the
direction of the General Synod, sell, and abso-
lutely dispose of, either together or in parcels,
and either by public'sale or private coutract,
all or any part of the said Trust property in
respect of which no Trust shall have been
ereated inconsistent with the exercise of this
present power ; or by the like direction may
exchange the said property, or any part thereof,
for any other freehold hereditaments situate in
the Colony of New Zealand ; and give (out of
any money in their hands applicable to such
purpose) or receive any money by way of
equality of exchange, and may execute aU sueh
conveyances as may be requisite for effectuating
such sale or exchange.

3. Provided always that all money arising
from surdi sale, or received by any Trustees or
Trustee for equality of exchange as aforesaid,
after payment of the costs and expenses pay-
able by such Trustees or Trustee in relation to
such sale or exchange, shall be expended in
the absolute purchase of other freehold lands
or hereditaments in New Zealand.

4. All property which shall be so purchased,
or received in exchange as aforesaid, shall be
held by the Trustees or Trustee in whom it

1, A. B., do declare my submission to thehall become vested upon sueh Trusts as the

Authority of the General Synod of the branch
of the United Church of England and Ireland
in New Zealand established by a Constitution
agreed to on the 13th day of June, 1857, and
to all provisions of the Constitution. And 1|
further consent to be bound by all the regula-
tions which may from time to time be issued
by the authority of the said General Synod;
and | hereby undertake in consideration of
being appointed immediately to re-

property so to bo sold or given
was held subject to.

5. Any Trustees or Trustee may from time
to time, by any deed, lease any portion of tie
Trust property vested in them or him, iu
respect of which no direction or appointment
shall have been made by the General Synod,
or no Trust created inconsistent with the
exercise of this present power, to any person
or persons, for any term not exceeding twenty-

in exchange
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one years in possession and notin reversion, at
such rent, and subject to such covenants and
provisoes as they, the said Trustees or Trustee,
may deem reasonable, and may apply the
rents of tho property so leased to the purposes
to which the annual income or proceeds of the
Trust property shall for the time being be
properly applicable.

6. Tho receipt in writing of any Trustees or
Trustee or of any Agent duly authorised in
that behalf, shall be a good and effectual dis-
charge for all money paid to them or him
under or by virtue of these Presents, and shall
exonerate the person or persons paying such
money from all obligation of seeing to the
application thereof, and from all liability on
account of the loss, misapplication, or non-
application thereof, and it shall not be incum-
bent on any purchaser or otlier person to or
with whom such sale, exchange, or lease as
aforesaid shall be made, to enquire as to the
necessity for or propriety ofsuch sale, exchange,
or lease.

7. Every Trustee shall be chargeable for
such money only as he shall actually have
received, although ho shall have joined in any
receipt for money received by any co-Trustee,
and shall not be answerable for the act of any
co-Trusteo, or for any loss which may arise by
reason of any Trust money being deposited in
the hands of any banker or agent, or from the
insufficiency or deficiency ofany security upon
which the Trust money, or any part thereof,
may be invested, nor for any loss in the execu-
tion of tho Trust, unless the same shall happen
through his own wilful neglect or default.

Signature of Members of the Third General
Synod of the Branch of the United Church
of Bngland and Ireland in New Zealand.

Bianors. Laity.
Q. A. New Zealand Wm. Martin,
H. J. C. Christchurch  George Hart,

0. J. Wellington,
W. Waiapu,
J. C. Patteson, Bishop,

T. Eoger Dutton,
IEobert Stokes,
James E. Fitzgerald,

Edmimd Nelson. E. King,

Wm. Donald,

CLBItaT. H. N. Hawkins,

Alfred N. Brown, H. McKellar,
Henry Jacobs, Henry J. Tancred,
E. Maunsell, J. Kissling,
John Frederic Lloyd, John Hall,
Arthur Stock, George A. E. Eoss,
J. C. Bagshaw, E. Quick,
Francis Tripp, W. Mason,
Hobert Burrows, John Grigg.

E. B. Clarke,

James Wilson,
Edward Q. Edwards,
Eichard Taylor.

The Bishopbio op Geapton and Aemi-
DALE.— It is with no common pleasure that
we announce tho selection of the first Bishop
of this See, and his acceptance of the office.
The responsibihty of selecting the first Bishop
of this See has rested with his Grace the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who, however,
most kindly intimated to the Bishop of New-
castle that ho would be most happy to attend
to his wishes in the matter. Our Diocesan’s
Commissioners and other clerical friends in
England have, during the last three years,
sent to him tho testimonials and described to
him tho character and attainments of many
eminent elergymen in England who were sup-
posed to bo eligible for this important and
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arduous office, and these testimonials and
characters have been most carefully consi-
dered. The long delay in appointing the
first Bishop has mainly arisen from two
clergymen, who were considered most eligible
for the office, having felt themselves obliged,
after long consideration, to decline the arduous
post on account of delicate health. The
qualification, however, of one clergyman,
whose testimonials and character were brought
under the notice of the Bishop of Newcastle
some months ago, seemed to his Lordship so
highly satisfactory that he decided to com-
municate with the Archbishop of Canterbury,
and urge the appointment of tliis clergyman,
if his Grace had not appointed any other
person before our Bishop's letter reached him.
His Lordship wrote to this effect by last
January mail. The mail from England was
late that month, and the Bishop received his
letters from England two days after his letters
for England were posted. We may judge of
his Lordship’s delight when one of his
English letters informed him that this very
clergyman, whom ho had recommended so
strongly for the office, had been brought under
the notice of the Archbishop of Canterbury,
who, after full inquiry, had offered him the
Bishopric, and that the offer was accepted.
The description given of the new Bishop is as
follows :—“ He has had charge of a difficult
parish, and administered it with great success.
He is an excellent preacher and speaker. He
is forty years of age; a man of good health,
and simple habits ; tall, and of good presence ;
gentle, earnest, and devout.” His name is
the Ecv. Samuel E. Waddelow.

The Eev. Canon Geeates.— The departure
of Canon Greaves for England has caused not
merely general regret, but general sorrow
throughout the Diocese. No clergyman has
~been more generally respected and beloved,
not only by his clerical brothers, but by the
laity, who in his various Cures have even been
brought into contact with him. In his last
Cure, of the Wollombi, amid a very poor
scattered population, he laboured most
earnestly as far as his failing health would
permit, and most successfully, as was proved
at the last confirmation, when, in a district
which has wusually produced about thirty
candidates, he presented for confirmation 114
(one hundred and fourteen), not children, but
mainly young men and young women from
16 to 23 or 24 years of age, whom he had
sought out and prepared in all the little vales
and creeks of his extensive parish. He heard
that his poor parishioners were collecting a
purse for him when his delicate health com-
pelled him to make arrangements to return to
England. He knew their poverty, and was
afraid that the funds of the Church Society
might suffer if any purse was collected for
him. He therefore insisted that no offering
for him should be accepted from any person
who had not contributed his full annual
amount to the Church Society. The full
annual amount has been contributed for the
Wollombi District to the Church Society, and
his poor parishioners also presented to Mr.
Canon Greaves at his departure a purse of
more than £41, which through the earnest
exertions of Mr. Day, of East Maitland, con-
tributions arising mainly from East Maitland
and MuswcUbrook—foi-mer Cures of Canon
Greaves—was sent to him at Sydney in a
draft for £233 10s. Tho simple touching
observation of Canon Greaves respecting this
parting gift, in his last letter to his Bishop,
just as his ship (tho “ Nourmahal”) was
moving away, was as follows;—* The
generosity of the people of this colony is

really astonishing and most affecting.” The
whole Diocese will rejoice to hear that from
Canon Greaves' last letter to the Bishop, his
Lordship entertains the confident expectation
that his late chaplain will return to tho
Diocese very soon after he reaches England,
and undertake the duties of tho Cure of
Christchurch, Newcastle.

Darkwatee Ceeek, Macleay Eivee—
We often read in American literature of
villages springing up in the midst of the
forest, as it were by magic, but such instances
are not altogether unknown amongst ourselves,
and tho relation of tho exertions of pioneers
of the woods is more pleasing when the first
general movement is in the cause of religion
and education. Such a case we have now
before us, which we shall gladly lay before the
readers of the Chronicle, if space can be
afforded. To merit that space, the remarks
shall be as concise as is consistent with ex-
planation. Darkwater Creek is a branch of
the Macleay Elver. There being plenty of
land on the banks of the river until very lately,
Darkwater was an unknown country, except
to stockmen and explorers by boat. Taking
advantage of the benefits which free selection,
with all its drawbacks has in its power to
bestow, many enterprising persons came from
Sydney, and fifteen miles of the Creek were
rapidly taken possession of, wherever the land
sales by auction left room for the selector. It
is not, therefore, to be wondered at that, after
settlement made in comparative comfort, there
was awant, and spiritually the farmers found
themselves destitute, and their children beyond
reach of a school-house. An application was
made a short time ago to the clergyman of
the district. This was responded to by a
notice of Divine Service at 10 o’clock on
tho morning of the 6th February, and at a
meeting after service, to be held for the pur-
pose of considering the best mode of esta-
blishing a Sunday School and service on
Sundays by a layman and the possibility of
getting a Denominational School.  Morning
Service was held in Mr. Notley's barn,
which the proprietor had kindly prepared.
Service ended, a very spirited and cordial
meeting was held, when it was agreed that a
committee should be foi-med to carry out the
wishes of the meeting, and to communicate
with the Rev. F. E. Kemp, and report pro-
gress. Information has just been received
that £30 is the sum now provided by the in-
habitants, without asking subscriptions from
any one out of the Creek, and £7 10s. towards
the Stipend Fund of a resident clergyman at
the Macleay. It is fully understood from the
explanation made by the clergyman at the
meeting, that ho will do his best to obtain a
grant from the Board, through the Bishop,
though, to prevent disappointment, he urged
them to self-reliance, as far as human self was
concerned, and not trusting too much at pre-
sent to assistance from without; to meet
together, open a Sunday School and establish
a Sunday Service, both of which would be,
no doubt, well conducted by Mr. George
Dunkley, who has offered his services, and
whose letter had now brought about the visit
of the minister. The hearty desire on the
part of the commnnity is deserving of en-
couragement ; it is like the voice of the man
of Macedonia, who “ stood, saying, come over
into Macedonia and help us.” If any case
can be cordially recommended, it is this; if
true and heartfelt anxiety for the means of
grace; if a pious and sincere spirit can merit
success J and if an unanimous effort can avail,
a school will soon be seen flourishing on tho
banks of tho Darkwater Creek reserve, now
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being laid out by the District Suryeyor-
Space will not allow of any geoprapbical de-
scription of the Creek, which, from the pos-
sible conjunction, by canal, of the Macleay
with the Hastings, and from its probably
having originally been the course of the Mae-
leay River, possesses considerable interest.
Having promised brevity at the outset of this
communication, these remarks are brought to
a close, wishing success to, and praying the
Divine favour upon, the movement of the in-
habitants in so worthy a cause.

<CO0ili;csjiondi;ncc.

To the Editors of The Church Chronicle.

William-street, March 1st, 1866.

SIES,—1 beg, in all fairness, the insertion of
this paper, in answer to the one you pub-
lished in your last issue, against the Free
Church of England.

Yours, respectfully,
P. P. AGHEW.

To the Editors of The Church Chronicle.

SIiES,— In one of the leading articles of your
paper of the 21st February, under the head of
“ Diocese of Newcastle,” there appears a most
unchristian and scurrilous attack upon my
character in particular, and on the members of
the Free Church of England in general. The
partial circulation of this paper, and the ex-
clusive manner in which it is conducted, make
it a fit vehicle for such a purpose; for the
public exliibition of such an article would
effectually show the intolerance, jealousy, and
personal bitterness of the present authorities
of the Church of England in this Diocese.

It appears that the pious riders of the
Church, whose motto is, “ Speaking the truth
in love,” have exhausted their armoury of
abuse, falsehood, and fiction, in Sydney, and
have gone to Newcastle for coals to smudge
my character, and to blacken the cause which
they seem to fear may lead to some inquiry
into their vast pecuniary resources, and pro-
mote a change in their happy and easy inde-,
pendence.

This writer, in the true spirit of his party,
after he has branded us with fraud and
falsehood, would bind us, like “ the prostrate
clergy,” to perpetual silence, and gag the
press, if inclined to speak on behalfof personal
oppression or public rights, and ask, “ Why
do well-conducted papers abuse their in-
fluence by abetting fraud, and not preventing
it— by imposing upon the public by afalse
brand, instead of protecting them from it,—
by allow'ing news and reports respecting a
single congregation, presided over by a pres-
byter, to appear in their columns under the
title of the ‘ Free Church of England ?' "
He denominates the conduct of the press in
this matter as an imposition, when in their
columns they print intelligence of Mr. Agnew'’s
congregation, under the head of the “ Free
Church of Englandand concludes his
Christian and gentlemanly production by
advising the publicj when they read any
paragraph headed “ Free Church of England,”
to pause, and repeat, mentally if they are
reading to themselves, or audibly if they are
reading to others, “ Eemembeb the Teade
M abxs Bill poe the Peevention op Feahd
AHD Peoteoiion peom False Beands.”

So much for our civil privileges and
Christian hberty, if we are brought under the
uncontrolled dominion of the Church of Eng-
land in New South Wales, in the year of our
Lord 1866.

This writer seems to ground his fatal objec-
tions against this infant Church principally
upon the ground of its not being an Epis-
copal Church, but unwillingly establishes its
claim to vitality by referring to, and approving
of, the Episcopal Church in America. Is he
aware that the Church of Christ existed in
America, without Bishops, till the War of
Independenee, and that then the men elected
by the congregations were denied consecration
in England, and the Americans received their
first Bishops from Scotch-consecration ?

The most eminent Mr. Frond says that the
Scottish Episcopal Church is the purest of all
communions, and that he would prefer having
his orders from the Scotch Bishops to any
other.

Dr. Cumming says, in speaking of Scotch
Bishops:—*“ I do not use the word Bishop
exactly in the sense conveyed by it in England
— for the Scotch Bishops are very poor men,
and ministers of little meeting-houses sup-
ported wholly on the voluntary principle ; the
Fresbyterian clergy being the Established
Chm'ch of Scotland.” From such Apostolic
men America received her first Bishops.

If English Episcopacy was anything like
that whicli exists m America, there would be
a nearer approach to Scripture rule, and far
less “ pride, vain glory, and hypocrisy, envy,
hatred, and malice, and all uncharitableness.”
In the present communion of the Church of
England in America, they have no Metro-
politan, no Archbishop. Bishops there have
their own parishes, but they have no irre-
sponsible power, no princely incomes, no
patronage, no palaces.

The leading feature of the Free Church of
England is to carry out all its religious opera-
tions on the voluntary principle, with the
right of choosing its own Ministers and
Bishops. The rank and sacerdotal rights of
the clergy of the Free Church of England will
be just those of the Presbyters of the early
Christian Church, when Bishops and Pres-
byters were identical.

It is a generally recognised belief that God
in His wisdom has left the subject of eccle-
siastical government only partially exhibited,
and left the system to be carried out by the
consent and prudence of Christians, according
to the various circumstances of the Church.
Our best writers believe Episcopacy to bo a
mere matter of convenience, prudence, or use-
fulness ; and possesses no authority, except
what arises from the consent and adoption of
the people.

The Free Church of England stands for
Episcopacy as it is found in the Scriptures, in
the early Churches’ practice, and in the Thirty-
nine Articles of the Church of England. It
is unnecessary, in this place, to show that the
first Christian Churches wei'e directed to
choose their own Ministers, and that Bishops
and Presbyters were one, having the same
duties and the same responsibilities; and
Timothy was consecrated, not by an Apostle
or a Bishop, but by the “ laying on of the
hands of the Presbytery.” (1 Tim. iv. 14))
It was the practice of some of the most emi-
nent Churches, for the first three hundred
years, for the Presbyters to choose one from
among themselves as Chairman, Moderator, or
Bishop.

Severus, one of the earliest Christian writers,
says; “ The Presbyters and people took Peter,
a priest, and consecrated him Patriarch of
Alexandria, in the tenth year of the Emperor
Dioclesian.”

St. Jerome, who lived in the fourth century,
says the Presbyters always called one from
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among themselves, and elected him to the
highest rank as their Bishop.

Apostolic succession has been vitiated, and
broken a hundred times ; and Eusebius, who
could not find the successors of the Apostles,
says that “ they who most imitate the Apostles
are worthy to govern the Churches which they
had planted.”

Archbishop Bramball says : ” It is not at
all material whether Episcopacy and Priest-
hood be two distinct orders, or distinct degrees
of the same order.”

Archbishop Wake writes: “ I should be
unwilling to affirm that where the Ministry is
not Episcopal, there is no Church, nor any
true administration of the Sacraments.”

Bishop Tomhue says : “ | readily admit that
there is no precept in the New Testament
which commands that every Church should be
governed by a Bishop ; the Scriptures do not
prescribe any definite form of Church govern-
ment.”

Cranmer says : “ Bishops and Priests were
not two things, but both one office, in the
beginning of Christ’s religion.

Dean Sherlock says; “ A Church may be a
true Catholic Church without Bishops.”

Dr. Claget, a famous writer against dissent,
who died in 1727, says: “ Some things are
necessary to the being of a Church, and they
are, the acknowledgment of the one Lord, the
profession of one faith, and admission into the
state of Christian duties and privileges by one
baptism; and this is aU that I can find abso-
lutely necessary to the being of a Church.
The Church of England has not unchurched
those parts of Christendom that hold the
unity of the faith. Hence the folly of that
conceit, that in this divided state of Christen-
dom there must be One Church which is the
only Church of Christ, exclusive of all the
rest that are not in communion with her.”

The Rev. Gilbert Elliot, M.A., in a sermon
preached in Trinity Church, Marylebone,
London, 1850, in asserting the inherent rights
of the Church of England, against the asser-
tions and assumptions of the Church of Rome,
whilst he proved too much (I should think, to
please his own party), claims and grants to
the Free Church of England all that is con-
tended for, and proves our rights and privi-
leges by the Thirty-nine Articles. He says:
“ Our Church answers, in the Nineteenth
Article—"' The visible Church of Christ is a
congregation of faithful men, in the which the
pure word of God is preached, and the Sacra-
ments be duly administered according to
Christ's ordinance, in all those things that of
necessity are requisite to the same.” And in
the Twenty-fifth Article, as I have already
quoted to you, it denies that any peculiar form
of ordination is necessary to any due ministry
in the Church. Again, as to any necessary
dependence on, or conformity with, any other
Church, it thus speaks in the Thirty-fourth
Article : * Every particular or national Church
hath authority to ordain, change and abolish
ceremonies or rites of the Church, ordained
only by man’s authority, so that all things be
done to edifying.” And, again, with respiect
to the authority of each particular Church
within its own pale, it says in the Twentieth
Article: * The Church hath power to decree
rites and ceremonies, and hath authority in
controversies of faith j and yet it is not lawful
for the Church to ordain anything that is
contrary to God's word written, neither may
it so expound one phrase of Scripture that it
be repugnant to another.” And as to what a
true and lawful Minister is, in the Twenty-
third Article it answers very plainly to the
Roman assumption of a Divine commission
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being accorded to its orders ; ‘ It is not lawful
for any man to take upon him the office of
preaching, or ministering the Sacraments in
the congregation, before ho bo laioftdli/ called
and sent to execute the same; and those we
ought to judge lawfully called and sent which
be chosen and called to this work by men who
have public autliority, given unto them in the
congregation, to call and send Ministers into
the Lord's vineyard." ”

The reverend preacher continues to his
London congregation, without dreaming that
ho was advocating the rights of a Christian
community in New South Wales, and says ;
“ These words ought to be to you as words of
gold. They will save you from much error.
They will teach you charity. They cut up
root and branch the claims of any body of
men, because of some authority vested in
them otherwise than by the congregation, to
be peculiarly the servants and representatives
of God, and the only channels of salvation.
Our Church does not conceive that there can
isible Church which shaU not set apart
stry, nor may airy doubt that God's
blessing shall be richly given to those whom
‘a congregation of faithful men' shall, with
prayer, send into the Lord’s vineyard. But as
tho Twenty-fifth Article of our Church denies
that God has imposed any peeuhar form of
ordination as necessary to the validity of
orders, so here, in perfect consistency with
that language, it speaks of ‘public authority,’
and not Divine authority, as designating who
should send Ministers into the Lord’s vine-
yard. And thus it asserts for every national
or particular Church the full and perfect right
to give unto itself such laws as sliaU constitute
and regulate its own Ministry.”

Contrary to these high and enlightened
opinions, this modern advocate for the present
Anglican Episcopacy, whose production the
Editor of The Church Chronicle has approved
and published, would prop up and maintain
the present Church pohey in New South
Wales in its entirety.

Episcopacy, in its appointments and ex-
penditure, is one of the most lamentable evils
in the present day; it has neither reason nor
Scripture to support it, and stands directly
opposed to progress and the religious hberty
of the people.

A description of the manner in which
Bishops are made in England may open the
eyes of the community as to the spirituality of
their appointment, and the gi'ound on which
their sacred authority rests. The Eev. Dr.
Hook, in a sermon preached in Manchester
Cathedral to the Church Congress (October
13th, 1863), at which many Bishops and
hundreds of the clergy were present, says ;
“ From the accession of the House of Bruns-
wick to the pre.sent hour, it has been the mis-
fortune of the Church of England that be-
tween the Bishops and the clergy a good
understanding has never existed. Men have
been appointed to the Episcopate generally
from political considerations; before the
passing of the Keform Bill, to purchase votes
in the House of Commons; subsequently, to
enable partisans to purchase the goodwill of
their constituents ; sometimes to conciliate
one party, and then to disarm the hostility of
another; and not uufrcquently from personal
friendship, or caprice; scarcely ever with a
single view of beneliting the Chm'ch.

The clergy and laity of the Church of
England can hardly be expected to acquiesce
in the decisions of men in whose appointment
they have had no share—not even a vote ;
anti who, however much individual members
may bo revered, ai'e, os a body, tho repre-
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sentatives, not of the Church, but of the Go-
vernment; who are generally appointed, not
from their efficiency of conduct in the affairs
of the Church, but with a view to their vote
in the House of Lords.”

Tho Keverend Doctor then explains how
Bishops are made

“ When a Bishop is wanted, or a See vacant,
the Prime Minister issues a document, called
a Conge d'Elier, to tho Dean and Chapter of
that See, requiring them to elect a Bishop ;
but, at the same time, they are informed that,
although the lying document gives them leave
to elect, yet, if they do not elect tho person
named by the Prime Minister, the electors
from that day forth will be putout from the
protection of tho Crown: their lands and
their goods will be forfeited; and their bodies,
wheresoever found, shall be taken and im-
prisoned ; and if not found, they wUl bo out-
lawed.”

Such an arbitrary exercise of power would
never be submitted to, except by clergymen ;
and clergymen would never submit to such an
arbitrary exercise of power, except they were
paid to submit.

Yours, respectfully,

P. P. AGNEW.

Eekata—Inonr lastissue in letter signed ' Qumstor’
at p. 7'2 line 26, for breach read trench: in last line for
action read imitation

gioftSf fif dutillouiii.
THE CHUECH CONFERENCE.

I n perusing the account of tho
Goulburii Conference in our first num-
ber, we could not but congratulate the
Diocese upon the very satisfactory
manner in which the various subjects
submitted to its consideration were
treated, and the correctness of the con-
clusions arrived at.

The Conference had rather a difficult
task to perform. Two series of reso-
lutions of a similar import, coming
from the two neighboring Dio.
ceses, had to be considered by a large
body of clergy and laity, who, we may
suppose, would differ very materially
upon many points to be discussed.

Tho chief difficulties appeared to be
these-

1st. It would have been more than
useless to summon gentlemen from the
distant parts of the Diocese merely to
register the decrees prepared by the
Conferences of the other Dioceses.

2nd. On the other hand, had the
Conference come to any important
conclusion, opposed to the decision of
the other two bodies, the success of
the whole measure in contemplation
might have been imperilled. Happily
this result was avoided.

Wiliilst the members exercised full
liberty of speech, and the sittings were
protracted for three days, nothing was
done calculated to cause the least
regret to any true friend of the
Church.

The most exciting question discussed
was that of voting by orders. An
amendment upon the resolution as it
now stands, was moved by a reverend
gentleman in a most able and eloquent
speech, to the effect that the clergy
and laity should always vote in the
same house. At first it seemed as if
this proposition would be carried; but
when the tendency of such an amend-
ment was clearly shown, it was nega-
tived by a considerable majority.

A principal objection to this amend-
ment was that it would have placed the
clergy of the Diocese in a different
position from that of the clergy of any
Diocese under the British Crown.
This, it was held, would be degrading
to them. Besides the obvious ad-
vantage both to the clergy and the
laity in thus voting when any quesstio
vexata might arise on either side, was
forcibly argued by the opponents of
the amendment. Again, it was fore-
seen by some that if this amendment
wore carried, the Bishop’s position in
reference to tho decisions of the other
two bodies would be endangered, and
that any interference with this inherent
right of the Episcopal office would
jeopardize the whole proceedings.

The question of the Bishop’s modi-
fied veto was settled to tho satisfaction
of tho great majority of the meeting,
by the provision embraced in the Fun-
damental Constitution, No. 6.

It has over and over again been stated
as an objection to synodical mode of
action, that it will interfere with the
rights of other religious bodies, and
cause the Church of England to be a
dominant Church in the colony. It
was clearly shewn by the President
that the members of the Church of
England seek no more than the Pres-
byterians and Wesleyans already pos-
sess. Upon this subject, the speeches
of Mr. Besnaed and the Eev. Mr.
Beowneigg are also quite conclusive,
and indeed one can scarcely imagine



that persons raising such objections
can be in earnest, as there is not a word
in the Bill itself that can bear any such
construction. It is only doing an act
of justice to the members of this Con-
ference to state, that their proceedings
were conducted in a manner that might
have done credit to any deliberative
assembly, and that questions embracing
subjects of difficult ecclesiastical polity
were most ably handled by the
speakers.

This freedom of speech could not
but have made an impression upon
parties belonging to other churches,
wherein nothing of the kind is per-
mitted, but in which the members are
e.vpected to submit to decrees which
they have no voice whatever in pre-
paring.

One thing is very encouraging, alid
that is, that the ability and intelligence
shown in this Conference would appear
to be a guarantee, that wore a Synod
established with legal powers, the hap-
piest results might be anticipated from
its deliberations.

Another gratifying result has arisen
from this question having been kept so
long before the public without any de-
finite action having been iaken, that
the members of the Church have had
leisure to discuss the subject in all
its bearings, that when Synods are
really called into existence, their pro-
ceedings will probably be distinguished
by that good sense and those clear
views which oughtto characterise such
assemblies, rather than the unprofitable
“ much speaking” and crude decisions,
which mark some bodies, whom we for-
bear to name.

According to the clear decisions of
the Conference, the assent of each of
the constituent portions of the Synod
must be required before any important
measure can become law in the Diocese.
And this is reasonable. Heretofore,
the laity had no voice in the manage-
ment of the affairs of the Diocese.
Upon their present admission to the
important position assigned to them, it
would have been very anomalous—in-
deed unreasonable and unjust — to
transfer all power into their hands.
Co-ordinate power with the clergy they
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received might be blessed of Goi>, and bring
forth, in after life, fruits of holiness. The
Church was not complete without the school,
and the school should ever be the nursery of

will now possess—less would have stul-
tified the intention of the Bishop who
summoned them—more would have

f N the church. This was one of the warmest
destroyed the constitutional form of wishes of his heart, and he prayed that the

government which is the true ideal of Divine blessing might abundantly rest upon

R the undertaking, lie then read the declara-
an Episcopal Church. tion, which, (with a copy of the Burrangong
Argus) would be placed under the stone.

@i Jiitijlligora.

aOULBTJEN CHURCH SOCIETT.

The Annua' Meeting of the Church Society
of the Diocese was held in Goulburn in the
Hall of the School oi Arts, on Wednesday
evening, February 28th. The Lord Bishop
who presided, and the Eevds. W. S jwerby,
P. Lamb, R. Leigh,D. P. M. Hulbert, ana fc.
Percival, Messrs. Anderson, Belcher, Rossi,
Conolly, Allman, A. Chisholm, P. Horn, and J.
H. Thomas of Yass took part in the proceedings.
of which wo hope to submit a full report in
a succeeding number. The attendance was
good, and the proceedings, which deviated in
some particulars from the ordinary routine,
appeared to be very interesting to the audience.

“ This comer stone of St. John's School,
Burrangong, to be erected as a school for the
education of the young, according to the
doctrines and principles of the United Church
of England and Iridand, and in connexion
with the Memorial Church of St. John,
Young, was laid by Mrs. J. L. W'ilkie, on the
24th day of January, in the year of om-
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
six, in the presence of the Rev. W. 1L
Pownall, Incumbent of Young, Rev. P. A. C.
Lillingston of Yhiss, Rev. U. S. Seaborn of
'Gundagai, J. Roberts, G. O. M. Clarke, and
James Watson, Esgs., Trustees; A. G. Shad-
forth and William Bigg, Esgs., Churchwar-
dens and the leading members of the Church of
England, resident in the town and neighbour-
hood of Young.”

He desired to state that no money would
be placed under the stone, for they required
aU the money they could obtain to rear the
building, and ho hoped that many present
would shower down their gold and silver on
the stone, remembering that, “ The Lord
loveth a cheerful giver.” The stone being
duly placed, it was laid by Mrs. W'ilkie, who
made the usual declaration.

After the Te Beum had been said, the Rev.
F. A. C. Liltingston of Yass, remarked
that he was glad to be with them. He rem-
membered saying on a former occasion, that
he hoped to be present at the laying of the
foundation stone of that school. No object
could be better than the commencement of a
school in wdiieh childreh were to be trained in
the ways of the Lord. There would be
nothing now to retard the work of the minis-
“ter, but the non-attendance of the children at
the school. If the children were not punctual
in their attendance, the parents wo”ld be to
blame. Some people, he said, are frightened
when they see a minister come to the door.
If the people would only be glad on the ap-

THANKSGIVING- FOR RAIN.

There appears to be a general desire for an
opportunity of giving public expression to the
gratitude which all feel for the late seasonable
rain in the Colony. It will be satisfactory to
many to learn that it is intended to fix an
early day in the several dioceses for special
thanksgiving on account of His great mercy.

LAYING OP THE FOUNDATION STONE
OF ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL, YOUNG.

On Wednesday, January 24th, the Founda-
tion Stone of the above School was laid.
The ceremony was preceded by a Special
service in St. John's Church, at 3 p.m., when
an eloquent aud impressive sermon, full of
evangelical truth, was preached by the Rev.
H. S. Seaborn, of Gundagai, from Phill. iii. 8
After the service, a procession was formed of
the Clergy, the children attending the Sunday-
school, and the members of the congregation.
The children carried a number of artistic
banners, bearing various devices—*“ St. John's
Sch ,,° 0“ | God bless our SChOOI’W,, “ Peed my pearance of the ministei’, it would be much
Iamb,s’ God save the Queen,” &c. On better for all concerned. He had seen the
arriving at the site, the clergy, churchvyardens magicians of India place a stone in the ground,
and trustees, ascended»a platform which was and in a wonderfully short space of time, there
tastefully decqrated with _fl_ags and _banners, would spring up from it a tree, which in an
amongst which the British Ensign was ¢q,a)y short time woidd develope itself in
con.spicuous. The children being arranged full-bearing luxuriance. Now, he did not
at the foot of the platform, the service was o, what magician had been at work here.
conunenced by their singing the hymn— It seemed but yesterday when the foundation

“ Children of Jerusalem. stone of the Church was laid. Then followed

Sang the praise of Jesus' name.” the consecration, and riow they would soon
have anew school. He had no idea how it
was all done. He hoped it was all right.
But now that the foundation stone was laid,
they wanted something to keep it down, and
there was nothing better than crowns and
notes for that purpose.

After which the form of service used in the
diocese for such purposes, was read by the
Rev. W. H. Bownall. In presenting the
Trowel to Mrs. Wilkie, who had kindly con-
senti;d to lay the stone, he said, they aU felt
deeply indebted for the kind help and great
interest ivhich she had manifested in the The Rev. H. S. Seabobne desired to congra-
temporal and spiritual interests of the people tulate the minister of this place, the lady who
of Burrangong. Of the great importance and had so kindly and so well laid the foundation
need of a school, where the children would be stone of the school, and the children and the
trained in the nurture and admonition of the people, on the groat and important w'ork they
Lord, he need not speak. He trusted that were that day commeiieiug. He always felt
many of the little ones present, would not sorry when a new prison was built: but he re-
only be gathered within the walls of the joiced when he heard of churches and schools
school when erected, but that the instruction being erected. Churches and schools were far



92

cheaper than gaols ; and it -would be a joj-ful
day when the former would take the place of
the latter. Ho (Mr. Seaborn) resided at one
time on the Lachlan, and he remembered the
riots and disturbances of the early days of

Lambing Flat. At that time the people at
Young were known by the name of the
“ Flats.,” But Lambing Flat, which now re-

joices in the name of Young, is very much
changed to what it was in those days. Thei'o
may bo less gold, but there is far more respec-
tability about the place. He said ho once
J)reachcd here under great difficulties. Ihe
Church of England was then a bark building,
with a calico ceiling full of holes—the rain
came in above and below—things were float-
ing about, and he appeared to be between water,
not between heaven and earth, ho thought at
last that he had got to the Baptist Chapel in-
stead of the Episcopal Church. They had now
a very handsome church ; he hoped the school
would soon bo finished, and prove a blessing to
many children. After the children had sung
the hymn—
“ God bless our Sunday-school,
" Incrcaso our Suuday-school.”

The Benediction was pronounced by the Bev.
W. Il. Pownall, and the proceedings closed.

In the evening a Special-service was held
in the Church, when the Kev. F. A. C.
Lillingston preached to a large and attentive
congregation, from John iv. 24, The coUeo-
tion dm'ing the day amounted to £ 12.

Scnooii Treat.—On Friday, January 26th,
being the Anniversary of the Foundation of
the Colony, the children belonging to the
above school, assembled in the church-ground
at II'SO a.m., when after the singing of a
hymn, they formed in procession and marched
(carrying their flags and banners) through the
principal streets of the town, to a beautiful
and retired spot in the bush, about two miles
distant from Young. There they were re-
giilcd with tea and plum-cake, to which they
did ample justice. The day was spent in
various recreations well adapted to amuse the
young. The scene was also enlivened by the
constant arrival of a large number of buggies,
spring-carts, and other vehicles containing
members of the congregation and the parents
of the children. About 7 p.m., all returned
to their homes, being highly gratified with the
day’s entertainment.

MULWALLA, ONTHE RIVER MURRAY.

OnTuesday the20thFebruary the completion
of the Church of England School-house, the
first public building in this township, was
celebrated by a Tea Meeting, which went olf
satisfactorily to all concerned. At 6 p.m.
upwards of 100 guests sat do-wn to bountifully
supplied tables, kindly furnished by Mesdames
Sloanc, Crow and Ware who had spared
themselves no trouble in providing fruit and
other good things for the occasion. After tea
a brief statement of the objects of the building
and its financial position was made by the Rev.
J. M. Ware of Corowa, in whose parochial
district Mulwalla is situated. That gentleman
said that the building in which the meeting
was being held, a room built of pine slabs, and
30 feet long by 15 feet wide, with fireplace.
&c., of brick, had cost £106; but that he
required in addition £25 for a teacher's cot-
tage, temporary of course, in all about £160,
Towards this sum he was enabled, through the
kindness of Christian friends at home, to contri-
bute £50, while £20 had been subscribed in
the neighbourhood. Mr. Uracey then kindly
went round with a subscription hst, which
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speedily gave a total of £24 odd. The tickets
sold -will realise upwards of £11—so that
there is every reasonable hope that very
shortly the schoolmaster, aswell as the scholai-s
at Mulwalla, will have provision made for their
accommodation. After some music, vocal and
instrumental, the company joined in singing
the Evening Hymn, when the benediction was
pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Ware, and aU
departed well pleased with their evening's en-
tertainment, and thankfid that such steps had
been taken towards educating the souls and
minds of the residents of a most out of the
way township. May Q-od grant that the rising
generation in Mulwalla may gain for it a more
enviable reputation than it has hitherto pos-
sessed, and that the building now erected
may be much blessed to the spreading of the
message of “ glad tidings of great joy” to the
old bushmen as well as the youth of Mul-
walla.

p:isijifnattcOus.

Unfledged Scholar-
ship—The annexed is a brief review of
a searching critique upon the startling,
but shallow volumes of the Arithmetical
Bishop of Natal, by the Rev. E. Biley,
A.M., late Fellow of Clare College,
Cambridge. The title of Mr. Biley's book is
“ Xhe JElohistic andjehovistic Theovy minutely
Examined : with some Semarks on Scripture
and, Science; having special Reference to the
Fourth Parto f*“ The Pentateuch, efe.. Critically
Examined, by the Bishop of Natal.” It
was pubhshed in Loudon in 1865, by BcU and
Daldy.

“ This is a praiseworthy little volume. It
goes into the minute details of Hebrew critic-
ism, on which rests the Jehovistic and Elohistic
theory, wliich, first propounded in Germany,
was taken up and repeated by the Bishop

The Bible and

of Natal. Into all the details does this
author go, following the critic step by
step, and criticizing him. The Bishop's
Hebrew looks very small, mean, and con-

temptible, in the scholarly hands of Mr.
Biley. The late Fellow of Clare gives
the Bishop a lesson in Hebrew, which we hope
he will not be slow to learn : we are sure enough
that he stands in great need of it. In the
second part of the volume the Bishop’sgeology
is proved to be on apar with his Hebrew. He
is but a smatterer in science, as in language ;
he retails false science and false criticism at
second hand; and such an exposure as Mr.
Biley’'s must bo rather galling to one who
makes so fair a show of “ much learning,” and
who does really know a good deal of the science
of quantity, at least.”— Aecorti.

Survey op the Dead Sea— " On the 12th
September, 1864, a party of Royal Engineers
from the Ordnance Survey left England under
the command of Capt. Wilson, for the purpose
of making a sui-vey of Jerusalem and taking
the levels from the Mediterranean to the Dead
Sea. They have accomplished their task ahd
returned to England on the 10th August, 1865.
Colonel James published in the London Times
a gratifying letter on the subject, and states
that he has received the authority of the Lords
of the Treasury to publish the plans, sections,
&0. Ho hopes to be able to add photozinco-
graphic copies of about 100 photographs of the
most interesting places, included within the
area of the survey. The levelhng from the
Mediterranean to the Dead Sea has been per-
formed with the greatest possible accuracy,
and by two independent observers, using difle-
rent instruments. The result may therefore

bo relied upon as being absolutely true within
three or four inches. It appears that
the depression of the surface of the Dead
Sea, between it and that of the Mediter-
ranean, on March 12, 1863, was 1,292 feet
but a lino of drift wood -was observed along the
border of the Dead Sea, two feet six inches
higher. Capt. Wilson also Icamt from inquiry
among the Bedouins, and from European resi-
dents in Palestine, that during the early sum-
mer the level of the Dead Sea is lower by at
least six feet. This would make the greatest
depression to be as nearly as possible 1,298 feet.”
— Guardian.

We learn from the Author of “ Sinai and
Palestine,” that the Dead Sea viewed merely
in a scientific point of view, is one of the most
remarkable spots in the world. It may be
regarded as one of the most curious of inland
seas— being so many hundred feet below the
level of the Mediterranean, and the most de-
pressed sheet of water on the surface of the
globe. It is a steaming cauldron, which from
its peculiar temperature and deep cavity, can
never be filled to overflowing. In contrastwith
the depression of this Sea is lake Sinkol (whence
the river Oxus rises) which is the most elevated,
being 15,000 feet above the sea level.

The Poeteait op a Cleeotman op the
Chueoh of England.

Give me a Priest who, at judicious ago

And duly call'd, in Priesthood shall engage.

W ith dispositions natural and acquir'd.

Wi ith strong propensions for the function fird ;

Whom God by opportunity invites

To consecrate himself to sacred rites ;

Who still keeps Jesus in his heart and head,

And strivesin steps of our Arch-priest to tread,

Who ean himselfand aU the world deny,

Lives pilgrim here, but denizen on high;

Whose business is, like Jesus,’ to save souls,

And with all ghostly miseries condoles.

Give me the priest these graces shall possess,
Of an ambassador the just address :

father's tenderness, a shepherd's care,
leader’s courage, which the cross can bear,
ruler's awe, awatclunan’s wakeful eye,
pilot’s skill, the helm in storms to ply,
fisher's patience, and a labourer’s tod,
guide’s dexterity to disembrod,

prophet’s inspiration from above,

teacher’s knowledge, and a Saviour’s love.

>>>>>>>>

Give me the priest, a light upon a hdl.
Whose rays his whole circumference can fill;
In God's own word and sacred learning vers'd.
Deep in the study of the heartimmers'd ;

W ho in sick souls can the disease descry.

And wisely fit restoratives apply ;

To beatific pastures leads his sheep.

Watchful from heUish wolves his fold to keep ;
Who seeks not a convenience but a cure.
Would rather souls, than his own gain, ensure.
Instructive in his visits and converse.

Strives everywhere salvation to disperse ;
Of amild, humble, and obliging heart.

W ho with his all, wdl to the needy part ;
Distrustful of himself, in God confides.

Daily himself, among his flock, divides.

Of virtue uniform, and cheerful air.

Fix'd meditation, and incessant prayer.
Affections mortified, well guided zeal,

Of saving truth the relish wont to feel j

W hose province, heaven, all his endeavours
WTio mixes with no secular alfairs, [shares.
Oft on his pastoral accounts reflects;

By holiness, not riches, gains respects ;

W ho is all that he would have others be.
From wilful sin, though not from frailty free.

BISHOP KEN.



“The Sanctificatiok op thf. Christian,
HIKE HIS Justification, ISENTIRETY depend-
ent UPON OUK Lord Jesus Christ.—As
regrtrds our Justification, this isclearly seen, at
least in the lleformed Churches, and genera.ly
admitted. That Clirist alone can atone for sin ;
that Ilia Elood and nothing else can procure
the pardon for it, that on the ground of Ifia
merit exclusively we can find acceptance with
God, ro-instateuient in His favour, and admis-
sion to Ilis presence j that “ all our righteous-
nesses are as filthy rags,” and that thi'rofore
we must look out of ourselves for a righteous-
ness wliich can stand the scrutiny of God's
judgment, and that such a righteousness,
white as the driven snow, is to be found in
Christ only,— all this, whatever reception such
a doctrine might have met with half a century
ago, it is now so thoroughly established, and
has gained such a footing in the minds of
religious people, that to prove it from Holy
Scripture to persons of ordinai'y religious ac-
quirements would be altogether superfluous.
Hut it is thought that, unlike justification,
(which is something that passes on the sinner
externally to liim, a sentence of acquittal pro-
nounced on him by God, in consideration of
our Lord’s merits,) Sanctification is a process
within us (which no doubt is true); and
hence it is erroneously infeired that it is car-
ried on much more independently of Christ
than Justification is ; that human will, efibrt,
and exertion contribute veiy mainly to it, and
that Christ is not the all in all of it, not “ our
strength ” in the same way and to the same
extent as lie is our “righteousness.” And
hence a false notion of holiness springs up in
many minds, and finds such a lodgment that
itis very difllcult to dispossess it. Holiness
is supposed to bo an achievement mastered at
length— much as a lesson is mastered—by a
variety of exercises, prayers, fastings, medita-
tations, alms-deeds, self-discipline, sacraments ;
and when mastered, a sort of permanent ac-
quisition, w'hich goes on increasing as the stock
of these spiritual exercises aooumulates. It
is not regarded in its true light asa momentary
receiving out of Christ's fulness grace for
grace, as the result of His inworking in a heart,
which finds the task of self-renewal hopeless,
and makes itself over to Him, to be moulded
by His plastic hands, resigning, of course, its
will to Him in all things, without which resig-
nation such a surrender would he horrible
hypocrisy.”— The Rev. Dr. Qoulburnon “ Per-
sonal Religion."”
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THE CHURCH SOCIETY
FOE THE DIOCCESE OF SYDNEY.

Treasurers ;
The Commercial Banking Company of Sydney.
Secretaries;
The Eev. Canon Allwood.
J. G. Ewer, Esq.
O ffice — Phillip-street, Sydney.

Eeceipts from21stFebruary to7thMarch, 1866.

SUBSCRIPTIONS. £ 8.d
Eev. W. E. Creeny... 1 40
Eev. W. Hodgson... 5 00
Trinity 20
AUXILIARIES.
St. Paul's, Eedfern 30 0 0
St. John’s, Parramatta. 19 8 0
St.Stephen’sSundaySchoolChildren,
Newtown...... 9 5 3
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FOE STIPENDS.

Ulladulla 1864 18 6 0

Lachlan District 23 00

Petersham 25 0 O

St. John's, Bishopthorpe 75 0 0

Canterbury 4 10 0O
Endowment Fund.

Eev. W. Hodgson..... 5 0 0

JOSEPH COOK & CO.,
IPEeiTSTTIEDBS
800]k-(iinirfrti, glmucriral [)rinttrs,
Machine Rulers and Engravers,

370, GEOEGE STEEET, SYDNEY.

n assistant MASTEE isrequired for
A the Newcastle Grammar School. His
duties will be to give instruction in the rudi-
ments of Latin and Greek, Elementary
Mathematics, Writing, &c., and to take the
supervision of the jnipils out of school.

A gentlemanly young man about 20preferr, d.
Address, stating age, and qualifications,
to the
EEV. H. S. MILLAED,

The Grammar School, Newcastle.

ENOLD house COLLEGIATE
SCHOOL, Woollahra, Waverley.
Principal.—The Eev. E. Symonds, A.K.C.

The above Establishmentwill be open for tlie
reception of Boarders on the 6th of APEIL
next.

I "DUCATION.—Eight years
IN in Tuition. The EEV.
SYMONDS, Associate and First-class
Man of King's College, London, begs to
inform the inhabitants of Sydney and New
South Wales generally that lie has made
arrangements for the establishment of a select
Collegiate School at Woollahra, Waverley,
one of the healtliiest suburbs of Sydney. The
duties of the school will commence on the 6th
of April next, previously to which date
prospectuses detailing terms and system of
education may be obtained from the EEV.
EDWAED SYMONDS, St. Mary’s, Waverley,
to whom all applications for admission should
be addressed.

experience
EDVVAED

e . SAMPSON'’S CLASSICAL
AND COMMBECIAL SCHOOL,
NEWTOWN.

For the EDUCATION ofa limited number
of Young Gentlemen in aU that pertains
to the foundation of a sound Classical or
Commercial Education. Monthly examinations
will be held by the Eev. G. KING, M.A., and
other gentlemen.

Mr. SAMPSON has made arrangements to
receive into his family two boarders at the
following terms

Boarders......
Day Pupils

£10 10 per quarter.
£3 3 and £2 2s.

ISS MILLAE'S SCHOOL, DAELING
M STEEET, BALMAIN.
The second quarter will
week in April.

begin the fii-st
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LIVERPOOL AND LONDON
AND
ddee Sreuraa (QnjpilH
Capital, £2,000,000.
Established in 1836.

Having a Colonial Proprietary, and the
following Board of Directors in Sydney.
J. S. Willis, Esq., Chairman.
G. K. llolden, Esq.
Edward Knox, Esq.,
Hon. J. B. Watt, Esq., M.L.C.
B. Buchanan, Esq.
E. Deas 'Pliomson, Esq' C.B., M.L.C.
Medical Eeferces’
Hon. John Macfarlane, Esq., M.D.
Alfred Eoberts, Esq.
Surveyor—F. H. Grundy, Esq., C.E.

Hon.

Invested Funds—Exceeding Three Millions

The Directors continue to grant policies of
Insurance in Town or Country against fiiy, and
on life, upon terms which will be fofind as
liberal as those of any other office.

Tables of Bates for Fire and Life Insur-
ance, in all its branches, and every informa-
tion can bo obtained from

A. STANGEXt . EATHES,

resident secretary,
OJfices, Wynyard Square, Sydney.

HEELEE AND WILSON'S
Prize Medal New Improved

SEWING nXACKINES.

W

The distinguishing feature in this machine
is the making of the
TIGHT LOCK STITCH by the EOTA'TING

HOOK,

an improvement on the shuttle, whereby all
heavy and noisy action is avoided, which makes
it noted above all other machines for simplicity
and general effectiveness; in proof of which,
the machine gained a Eirst-elass Prize Medal
at the London Exhibition of 1862 ; also, the
Paris Gold Medal in 1861; and the numerous
testimonials received from persons in aU parts
of the Colonies amply testify to its excellence.
Its complete superiority is fnUy shown in the
following—m

It fells or hems any width, turning its own
hem as it stitches

Gathers any kind
quantity of fulness.

Gathers and sews on a band at the same
me without basting

Embroiders in beautiful designs,
braid, or silk

Sews in cord without basting

Hems, enclosing a cord at the same time,
without basting

Binds any material without basting

Marks any width of tucks, and stitches them
without basting

Trims skirts with braid, velvet, or ribbon,
without basting

Quilts any material in any design, with silk
or cotton

DESCEIPTIVE PAMPHLETS, with tes-
timonials, FEEE BY POST, on application.

INSTEUCTIONS GEATIS TO EVEEY
PUECHASEE.

The pubho are respectfully invited to call
and see the MACHINE IN OPEEA'ITON at
the Show Booms, No. 1, Wynyard-street, next
to Bank of New South Wales.

VENNAED and STEVENS, Sole Apants.

of material mwith anv

with cord,
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IIE undersigned beg to acknow-
I ledge the receipt of the following
Subacriptions, ainee 2lat February ;—

8 d
Mr. Tliomas Day, Senior, Pyrmont 0 12 0
Mr. G. Hayward, Bowenfels.... 013 6
Rer. M. B. Brovvnrigg, Albury 012 0
Mr. G. R. Kvana, Campbelltown... 0 12 0

N S.ILE, a SERMON, preached in St.
Jamc.s’ Church, by the Lord Bishop of
Sydney, on the Day of Humiliation. Price,
6d. each ; per post Sd. JOSEPH COOK and
CO., CnuRcn Curonicxe Office, 370, George-
strect: Diocesan Dep6t, Phillip-street.

of duties or
HOLIDAY.

Any clergyman free to take Bush-work,
possessed of easy or no work in Sydney, or
northward, (ranwrite to Clericus”™ care of Messrs.
Joseph Cook and Co., Sydney.

EDWARD MILLETT,
{Succensor to John C. Hopkins,)
CLERICAL TAILOR AND ROBE MAKER,
361, ffieorgi Stmt, Sgtmeu.

Gowns, Hoods and Capa, for all Degrees.

A select assortment of Oxford and Cambridge
mixtures always on hand.

xchange

rriHE CHURCHMAN'S AUSTRALIAN
X ALMANACK for 18G6.— Embellished
with aview of Christ Church, Sydney. Sheets,
Is. each, per post Is. 2d., or 10s. per dozen
post free. Books, Is. each, per post Is. 2d.,
or 10s. per dozen, post free. Books, (inter-
leaved) Bound in Cloth, Is. 6d. each, per post
Is. 8d., or 15s. per dozen, per post 16s. per
dozen.

No order will he attended to unless ac-
companied hp a Hemittance which may be sent
per Post Office Order, or in penny postage
stamps.

JOSEPH COOK (&CO., Publishers,
370, Geoeoe Street.

SADDLERY.

A large stock of colonial and English
Manufactured goods always on hand
to select from.
407, GEORaE STEEET,
SYDNEY.
Opposite the Royal Hotel.

ORANGE AND GREAT WESTERN

SADDLE AND HARNESS

MANUEACTOEY,
ESTABLISHED 1855.

Saddle and Harness Manufacturer, Wholc,sale
and Retail, Orange, Wellington and Dubbo.

THE CHURCH CHRONICLE.

To Clergymen, Ohurcliwardens, &c.

O X SALE by the undersigned :—

Baptism Registry B(X)ks.—3 quires £2 15s.;
4 quires £3 3s.j 5quires £3 10s.

Burial Registry Books.—3 quires £2 15s.;
4 quires £3 3s. ; 5 quires £3 0s.

Service Books.—3 quires £2 j 4 quires £2 5s. ;
5 quires £2 12s. 6d.

Banns Books.—2 quires £1 5s.;
£1 7s. 6d.

Church Act.— Stitched, 3s., per post 3s. 2d.

Form of Consecration of Churches and Burial
Grounds.—3d. each, or 10s. per 100 per
post 12s.

OlTertory.— Remarks by the Bishop of New
Jersey, 5s. per hundred, post free.

Nearer to Thee.—4s. per 100, 4s. 2d. per post.

Jerusalem-the Golden.—4s. per 100, per post
4s. 2d.

Prayer for the Governor.—Is. per dozen, post-
age free.

St. Andrew’s Cathedral. (Engraving.) Is.
each, on thin Letter Post, 2d. per Sheet.

St. Philip’s, Sydney. (Woodcut.) Is. each,
on thin Letter Post, 2d. per sheet.

St. James’, Sydney. (Woodcut.) Is. each,
on thin Letter Post, 2d. per sheet.

St. Paul's, Sydney. (Woodcut.) Is. each,on
tliin Letter Post, 2d. per sheet.

Christ Church, Sydney. (Woodcut.) Is. each,
on thin Letter Post, 2d. per sheet.

St. Paid’s College. (Woodcut.) Is. each, on
thin Li tter Post, 2d. per sheet.

Sunday School Class Registers—6d each; 5s.
per dozen, per post, 6s. per dozen.

Sunday School Lessons—Sheets, 6d. per dozen,
per post, 8d., or 2s. 6d. per 100 per post
3s. 6d

Sunday School RoU Book.—15s. each, post 16s.

Sunday School Liturgy, with Hymns, 36pp.
2d. each. Is. 6d. per dozen, per post, Is.
10d. 3 11s. per hundred, per post, 13s.

Sunday School Tickets, on colored Cards and
Ink, Is. per 100. 48 different Texts of
Scripture.

My Class for Jesus.— (Handbill.) 6d. per doz.

‘The Sunday Mornings' Dream.—-(Handbill.)
Is. 6d. per dozen, 5s. per hund., post free.

Our Prayer Meetings— (Handbill.) Is. per
dozen, or Is. 2d. per post.

Occasional Prayers— IGpp., 2s. 6d. per dozen,
post free.

Parents God’'s Nurses.— (Handbill.) Re-
printed from a TVact, by the Rev. Francis
Morse, is. 6d. per dozen, 5s. per hundred,
postage free.

The Atonement of Christ and its Modem Op-
ponents, by Rev. A. H. Bull, 8yo., 6d. each,
per post 8d.

An Address to the Members of the Cliurch of
England, by the Bishop of Sydney, on his
return from England. 6d. each, post 8d.

Two Sermons on the Death of the late Roy.
G. W. Richardson, by the Dean of Syd-
ney and the Rey. Canon Walsh. Price
6d., per post 8d.

Five SermoiiEL on tho Life and Ministry of
Elijah.— 6d. each, or 8d. per post.

ThoNational Anthem.— 6d. per doz. 8d. per post

Business.— (Card.) 3d. each.

The Churchman’s Australian Almanack, Sheets
and Books, Is. each, per post Is. 2d., or
10s. per dozen, post free. Books (inter-
leaved) Bound in Cloth, Is. 6d. each, per
post Is. 8d., or 15s. per dozen, per post 16s.
per dozen.

JOSEPH COOK & CO.,
Printers and Bookbinders,
370, George-street, Sydney.

3 quires

At St. Mathew's, Albury, N. 8. IV., on the 10t
instant, tho wife of the Rev. M. Blake Bbowmkigo,
of aSon

XIHIAATS:.

Died at Mudgee, on the 6th February, a™ed 8 yean
and 9 months, of Scarlet Fever, John Albert, tho
beloved son and only child of John and Hiiza Knox,
deeply lamented by his bereaved parents and numerous
friends, he having been a most interesting e-nd promis-
ing child, of a truly pious disposition.

e Publishers of The Church Chronicle

I acknowledge tlie receipt of the iintler-
inentioned Subscriptions, &c., for this Paper
since last issue:— . d
Rev. 0. J. Byng, Tumnt
Mr. Thomas Chaseling, Pitt Town
Rev. IV. Coombes. Dubbo
Mr. James Wyse, Albury
Mr. Charles Fairs, Wollongong...
Mr. Thomas Day, Senior, Pyrmont
Mr. J. Jauncey, Bega ...
Mrs. Gwjmue, Panbula
Mr. Il. Wren, Bega
Mr. W. R. Aviolet, Eden
Christ Church, Panbula, (per Rev. J.
Eden Church, Eden, do.
Mr. E. T. Beilby, Liverpool-street
3Ir. E. W. Cameron, Pitt-street
Mrs. Henry Bell, Pitt-street ...
Capt., llungerford, West Maitland
Mr. W. T. Corderoy, Bowenfels
Mr. J. M. llassall, Collingwood, Gunning
Rov. E. G. Moberly, Dalby, enslaud.
Mr. George Hayward, Bowenfels
Mr. Jainos Gordon, Burton-street
Rev. M. R. Brownrigg, Albury
Capt. Brownrigg. Albury
Mr. J. Walker .lones, Albury
Mr. W. M. N. Edmondson, Albury
Mr. Samuel Mudge, Albury
Mr. George Adams, Albury

Mr. T. O'dell, Mori)eth.
Mrs. Brooks, Jejedgrick.Cooraa

Mrs Wiight, Bobundarah, Cooma
Mr. A. Reynolds, Kyloe, Maneroo

Mr. John Isaac, Cassilis ...
Mr. J. Roberts, Lower Fort-street.
Rev. James Gunther, Mudgee ...
Hon. G. U. Cox, 2" '

OOOOOOoooOooOOoooOooooooocooooooooooooo
0 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000

MVS. B. SiillBItT,
Sydney Agent of the Australian Mutual Provi-
dent Society, will be happy to give full explana-
tion personally, or by letter (without charge),
to all persons wishing information in reference
to the subject of Life Assui*ance, Present or
Deferred Annuities and Endowments, Educa-
tional or otherwise, for children, by addressing
him at the oftlce of tho Society, ISTew Pitt-
street, Sydney ; or, Box 73, Post-ofSce, Sydney.

"TVTOTICE.—To Subscribers and Advertisers.
-Lx The Church Chronicle is issued every
fortnight~on or about the 7th and 21st of
each month.
Annual subscription— Tw'clve shillings.
TERVS OP ADVERTISING.

Three lines, each insertion One shilling
For every additional line Three-pence
For <iuarter column Six shillings

For half column "
Forone column "
Births, MarriagesandDeathsOnes|

Ten shillings
Sixteen shillings.
ing eachinsertion

To CLEKGYSrEN, CHURCHWARDENS, AND OTHERS.—
Notices of Sermons or Meetings, Subscription Lists,
or other Church Advertisements inserted on a
reduced scale.

JOSEPH COOK & CO., Publiahers,
370, George-streot, Sydney.

Sydney :—Printed and Published by the Proprietors
Joseph Cook fc Co., 370, (Jeorge-street, Sydney
Archway opposite tho Bank of New South Wales
on Friday, March 9th, 1866.



